The Great Books College of Chicago



ARE YOU A READER: ONE
WHO READS CONSTANTLY,
“OMPUISIVELY: Do you see reading

not as a passive activity but as a way of actively engaging
the world and understanding yourself? § Are you a
thinker? One who isn’t interested in being spoon-fed
material from a textbook or memorizing facts for a test
or listening only to what the teacher tells you? Are you
someone who wants to figure things out, who wants
to work out your own ideas? & Are you an individual
first? One who never quite fit in with the usual approach
to education? Or accepted the 1dea that education is

just abour getring a job? Are you someone who believes
learning should be about something more, something
different? § At Shimer, we've built a college for people
just like vou. No textbooks. No lectures. Here, you read
original sources—the Great Books of Western culture.'
And you think about them, developing your own

perspective on what they say about human experience.

Then you discuss your ideas in a class with people

who will push you to think more deeply about
fundamental questions than vou ever have before.”
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I'hat’s a Shimer education.
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A PERSON CHANGES CAREERS AN AVERAGE OF FIVE TIMES OVER THE COURSE OF HER OR HIS WORKING LIFE. THAT MEANS A SPECIALIZED MAJOR MAY NOT BE AS HELPFUL IN THE LONG

RUN AS THE GENERAL EDUCATION YOU’LL RECEIVE FROM SHIMER. IN FACT, MOST EMPLOYERS PREFER APPLICANTS WITH THE SKILLS A GREAT BOOKS EDUCATION PROMOTES.
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learn HOW to think

not WHAT to think

WiAT ARE THE GREAT BOOKS? THEY ARE
THE CLASSICS OF WESTERN CULTURE, THE
LANDMARK WORKS THAT REPRESENT THE
BEST AND MOST INFLUENTIAL THINKING OF
OUR TRADITION. Homer. The Bible. Plato. Euclid.
Augustine. Newton. Shakespeare. Kant. Wollstone-
craft. Einstein.’ These are voices in the Great Conversa-
tion—the conversation that Western civilization has been
having with itself since it began. It’s a conversation that
asks fundamental questions about human life. What
do we really know? What is the life most worth living?
What is the nature of freedom? And when you study
and discuss the Great Books, you’re not simply a specta-
tor. You're participating in that conversation. § So why
study the Great Books? To learn how to think. When you
read the Great Books, you're reading works that speak to
every age, that are essential to understanding the issues
we face today. What makes them essential and relevant
is that they show us how the greatest minds of Western
civilization confronted problems and questions. By learn-
ing not just what the greatest minds thought, but ow
they thought, you develop the ability to think, analyze
problems, and act intelligently. & Of course, the Great
Books are difficult. After all, it’s in these books that great
minds are wrestling with fundamental problems. They’re
not watered down or meant to be absorbed like textbooks.
3. YOU'LL FIND A COMPLETE READING LIST IN THE BACK. FOR MORE INFORMATION

ABOUT SHIMER’S CURRICULUM, VISIT SHIMER, EDU 4. “INTELLECTUAL VIRTUES ARE
HABITS RESULTING FROM THE TRAINING OF THE INTELLECTUAL POWERS. A DISCI-

AN EDUCATION THAT CULTIVATES THE INTELLECTUAL VIRTUES, THEREFORE, IS THE
MOST USEFUL EDUCATION.” —ROBERT MAYNARD HUTCHINS
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Understanding these works requires careful attention, but
what better way to learn to think than by studying the best
models of thinking? By working through these books,
you learn that knowledge is a work in progress. You fol-
low a problem as it’s being worked out, seeing how others

have addressed problems, how they
made mistakes, how they argued
with those who came before. In the
process, you'll learn to think through
problems yourself, and you’ll disci-
pline your intellect and develop your
powers of judgment. § And after
four years at Shimer, where you’ll be
immersed in reading and discussing
such important books, you’ll be able
to think more analytically and more

NOAH KIPPLEY-OGMAN | LITTLE CANADA, MN

“SHIMER IS A SCHOOL THAT’S ABOUT IDEAS.
WE LEARN ABOUT THE IDEAS THAT HAVE
BEEN REJECTED AND THE IDEAS THAT HAVE
BEEN EMBRACED, AND HOW TO TELL THE
DIFFERENCE. SO WE LEARN A LOT OF STUFF,
BUT THE INTENT OF SHIMER IS NOT TO FILL
US WITH STUFF. IT°S TO BUILD PEOPLE WHO
CAN THINK CREATIVELY AND WHO CAN

creatively. Youw’ll have the habits york wits mEas>
and techniques you’ll need for fur-

ther specialized study and for continuing your education
throughout your life.* $ A Great Books education also
prepares you to participate in a democratic society. After
all, the political tradition of the West is grounded on the
idea of an informed citizenry. At Shimer, students learn
how to talk to each other and how to respect one another.
They engage in a real dialogue, which is critical to the
health of our society.

“It is with books as with men: a As one of only a handful of Great

very small number play a great part, Books colleges in the country, Shimer
the rest are lost in the multitude” offers a rare intellectual environment.

—Voltaire

*0DV VINNATIIW NIAT YO SANMNALNID ‘NALLIMM SVM LI NIHM SV AVAO.L LNVAZTHY SV SI L] "1I avdd XdHL dWIL HOVA SLHODISNI

MEN ANId OL HANILNOO SYHAVEY LVHL HOIY OS SI L] ‘AMINONI 40 AT4I4 YO AOIYHd V SHIAITIWAXH L] “4NALIN0 YN0 OL TYNOILVANNOAL SI LT {LVAYD YOO LVAYL) V SEMXVIN LVHA\



Sfour five

the MAXIMUM class size
at SHIMER is TWELVE

IDEOPLE CHOOSE SHIMER BECAUSE THEY’RE discussion, and clear analytic writing

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING MORE, SOMETHING
THEY HAVEN’T FOUND IN TRADITIONAL ENVI-
RONMENTS. As a Great Books school, Shimer is out of
step with the educational approach you’ll find at other col-

as you deepen your knowledge of
art, music, literature, science, phi-
losophy, theology. In your last full
year, you'll synthesize what you’ve

SHAWNNA JOHNSON | GROSSE ISLE, MI

learned as you trace connections BEcausE OF SHIMER, PVE BECOME

MORE SOPHISTICATED IN THE

schools. We don’t limit our curriculum to the Western can- among the cultural, economic, i,y comMuUNICATE. PVE LEARNED
TO READ, WRITE, THINK, LISTEN, AND

on or stop with the nineteenth century. We define Great political, ~scientific, philosophi- et L THAN 1

leges. But we're even out of step with other Great Books

Books more broadly than that. Here,
you'll read the Western canon—after
all, it grounds and informs our whole
intellectual  discourse—but  you’ll
also read living authors, minorities,

women, and some of the Great Books

cal, and religious achievements of DID BEFORE.
Western civilization. & Our core

curriculum instills deep values of intellectual inquiry and
creates a common background which all Shimer students
share. At the same time, we recognize that learning is
very personal, very internal. And that it is a process. You'll

MATT MACDEVITT | MARQUETTE, MI - o non-Western cultures, too. It’s an
SHIMER STUDENTS ARE SERIOUS ABOUT
INTELLECTUAL WORK. THEY LIKE TO USE aPPfoaCh that ensures you get a clas-

THEIR HEADS, AND THEY TAKE THEIR : 3 o
DA or e v, el M sical education with a contemporary

PROFESSOR IS SICK, WE’LL HAVE CLASS pCI‘SpCCtiVC. '% Not only d.O we read
ANYWAY. IN HIGH SCHOOL, I FELT LIKE I ]
WAS MISSING SOMETHING JUST sHOWING  across the history of human knowl-
UP TO CLASS AND REPEATING WHAT THE I
TEACHER TOLD ME SO I COULD GET THE CdgC, we also read across dlSClphnCS.

GRADE. PEOPLE HERE DON’T LEARN ;
THINGS BECAUSE OF GRADES. Education, after all, should helP you

learn a lot of stuff, but what’s more important is how you

practice the spirit of inquiry. This isn’t knowledge that
can simply be reduced to multiple choice. We want to
see you work out your own ideas. That’s why our classes
require so much discussion and writing.® § We also offer
tutorials and electives where you can explore your interests
in detail, working closely with one or two other students

SINCE 1950 SHIMER COLLEGE HAS OFFERED AN EARLY ENTRANT PROGRAM FOR HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS AND SENIORS WHO ARE NOT CHALLENGED BY HIGH SCHOOL AND ARE

READY FOR COLLEGE. TO FIND OUT MORE, CONTACT US AT 800-215-7173.

see how ideas interrelate. Our core
curriculum does just that.* You'll take 16 core courses that
cover the humanities, the natural sciences, the social
sciences, and what we call Integrative Studies. In these
courses, yourll develop habits of careful reading, thoughtful

“The ability of writers to Shimer has been named one Shimer College is one of the
imagine what is not the self, of the “Best Buys in College top so colleges in All-American
to familiarize the strange and Education” by Barrons. Collgges: Top Schools for

mystify the familiar, is the test of Conservatives, Old-Fashioned
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their power”—Toni Morrison Liberals and People of Faith

and a professor, studying exactly what you want to study.
That gives you incredible freedom to learn what you want
to learn. The combination of structure and flexibility
makes us the ideal place for generalists, but independent
generalists who want to pursue their own interests.

5. “WE DON’T SEE TRUTH AS UNITARY. WE’RE TRYING TO BRING HUMANITIES
AND SCIENCES TOGETHER AND SEE TRUTH FROM MANY DIFFERENT PERSPEC-
TIVES.” —HAROLD STONE, PROFESSOR OF HISTORY AND HUMANITIES 6. ALL
STUDENTS TAKE TWO COMPREHENSIVE EXAMS: ONE TESTS THEIR ANALYTICAL,
LOGICAL, AND RHETORICAL SKILLS; THE OTHER TESTS THEIR MASTERY OF THE
QUESTIONS AND PRINCIPLES OF THEIR AREA OF CONCENTRATION.

"INV TVASIA 40 SYYOM IVAYO ‘SYddVd OIWAAVOV ALIYM ‘SAVTd LOV-ANO NMO YIZHL WY0d¥dd SLNZANLS —NOX OL dA SI AXVL NOX HOVOYddV dHL ANY "SLSTYHLNI ¥QO0X NO aasvd
OIJOL V AMOTIXE TI,N0X “WAIWHW ALTAOVA V HLIM XTASOTO DNIMYOA\ 'NOILVONdH MAWIHS ¥N0X 40 NOILLVNIWTAO dHL SV SISHH], ¥OINIS V ALATIWNOO TI.NO0X “AVIX MOINES ¥NOX NT



Nick: “Students
learn to challenge
cach other instead of
being challenged by
the professor. We’re
breaking down each
others’ ideas but
never breaking down
cach other?”

David: “Discussions
can reach a point
where I see that a
certain question will
clarify the issue. Before
I can say anything, a
student will ask that
very question, and the
discussion goes on
with clarity. It’s their
question, not mine.
That’s what happens in
the classroom.”

Byron: “In a Shimer
class, everyone’s

opinion is important.

T’ve never heard any
position rejected just
because it wasn’t a
consensus view.”
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Nicolette: “We all read
the same thing, but
everyone gravitates to
something different in
the text, and that’s fine
as long as you form
aview that you can
back up and argue it
logically”

Shawnna: “We keep
our minds open,

we listen more, and
we examine our

own biases more
critically. It has to be

a comfortable and
respectful environment
because otherwise our
dialogue wouldn’t

work?”

g5 on openness and vespect. We
we envivonment. (L. Nick Schmitt | Portl
son | Grosse Isle, Michigan)

each other’s views. We vespect the ideas we’rve discussing. And we vespect the fact that we’ve all leavnevs heve —
Oregon 2. David Lukens, Professor of Natuval Sciences | Fort Collins, Colovado 3. Byron Keys | Detroit, Michigan




Stuart: “What we do
as teachers is help
students see that their
task is to read the text
and share what they
read. It’s deliberately
asking, ‘What do you
get out of this?”

take what they’re bel_ng
told and look into it
more deeply”

i

it’s about LEARNING and o PASSION for it.

Theve ave no lectuves heve. Classes follow the Socvatic method — professors ask questions that challenge you
to articulate and support your ideas. That makes the Shimer classroom a dynamic place wheve the books
and the conversation ave always open.

Daniel: “Having a real
discussion makes class
more interesting and

Thomas: “Dialogue opens Vitoria: “The . Iftekhar: “You sit at
up the possibility for Socratic method this octagonal table
manifold interpretations allows me to gain and watch the world

P!

personal than a lecture of a text and the creative insight into theories unfold. Then, all that’s
ever could. You come change of ideas” by stepping outside left is consideration?”
to understand things of the common

far more deeply than belief system and

by reading or listening
alone. You see things

from perspectives you i AC
hadn’t thought of” \ 1l

questioning what I
believe and why I
believe it

(1. Jeannot Avsenanlt | Quebec, Canada 2. Oni Fulbriglt Woods |* ﬂe Tennessee 3. Stuart Patterson, Assistant Professor of Humanities | Anaheim, California 4. Thomas Olszewski | Krakow, Poland 5. Daniel Holman |
Buffalo Grove, Illinois 6. Jessica Diamond | Chicago Heights, Tiin ;s 7. Vitoria FulbrightWoods | Kansas City, Missouri 8. Iftekhar Kabir | Dhaka, Bangladesh)



Nicolette: “What
we’re learning here is
very valuable. We’re
talking about the very
definitions of words
that most people take
for granted, so there’s
a lot less depth to their
understanding of their
world”

Andrea: “It’s a true
education. It fosters

in you the practice

of actively seeking
knowledge from the
world. Pve learned how
to deal with the world
and how to approach
unknowns?”

Stuart: “A generalist
education is like
climbing a mountain.
You have to be
surefooted in your
thinking. You need
patience and courage.
But you have a better
sense of where you fit
within the landscape.
You don’t have to
wonder where you are
or what your horizons
are hiding?”

Andrea: “When I came
to Shimer, I learned to

2

teach myself anything;

Stuart: “Our students
are better prepared
and feel like they
have a more rounded
education than many
students who may
have majored in a
particular subject.”

the life-long BENEFITS of the life of the MIND.

At first glance, a Shimer education may appear too intellectual, too removed from the day-to-day issues students
of mind and qualities of chavacter that apply far beyond the classroom. (1. Jeannot Avsenaunlt | Quebec, Canada
| Bronx, New Yovk 5. Stuart Patterson, Assistant Professor of Humanities | Anahbeim, California 6. Andrea Berry

he process of reading Great Books at Shimer produces habits
UWainois 3. Jessica. Diamond | Chicago Heights, Illinois 4. Michael Torve
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new EXPERIENCES,

new QUESTIONS.

OPEN DISCUSSION. GENUINE INTELLEC-
TUAL INQUIRY. THESE THRIVE ONLY IN AN
ATMOSPHERE OF RESPECT AND EQUALITY.
And these are the values you’ll find at Shimer. Everything
we do—everything—is based on the ideals of democra-
cy and equal opportunity: whether it’s hiring a new fac-
ulty member, setting the budget, or deciding academic
policies, students, faculty, and staff work together. This
makes Shimer an institution where everyone can be
invested in every way, ateverylevel. This democraticspirit
applies to extra-curricular activities as well. You won’t
find exclusive groups such as fraternities or sororities
here. Instead, all our activities, whatever they might
be —community lunches, softball games, bowling,
theater productions — are open to everyone. § While
we're a tightly knit group, we're also the place for people
cager to see the world. Saint Augustine once wrote,

thivteen

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE ILLINOIS
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY MEANS YOU GET
AN UNCONVENTIONAL COLLEGE EXPERIENCE
WITHOUT SACRIFICING THE AMENITIES AND
FACILITIES OF A MORE CONVENTIONAL, AND
MUCH LARGER, SCHOOL. Shimer’s location on the IIT
campus gives you easy access to a performing arts center, an
incredible fitness center, and a wide variety of other extra-
curricular opportunities — Shimer students even host their
own shows on ITT’s on-campus radio station.® § This unique
partnership between a school focused on timeless ideas and
a school focused on cutting-edge technology provides more
than practical benefits. It gets at the heart of what it means

AND MUSIC COMMUNITIES, ARE INCREDIBLE RESOURCES, BOTH FOR SHIMER CLASSES AND FOR YOUR OWN ENJOYMENT. THERE ARE ALSO ALL KINDS OF OUTDOOR RECREATION AREAS,

SHIMER IS MINUTES AWAY FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO, A CITY WITH A RICH CULTURAL LIFE. CHICAGO’S NUMEROUS ART AND SCIENCE MUSEUMS, ARCHITECTURE, AND VIBRANT ARTS
SUCH AS CHICAGO’S FAMOUS LAKE MICHIGAN WATERFRONT.

“The world 1s a book,
and those who do not

WHILE IN OXFORD, SHIMER [ W

STUDENTS TAKE TUTORIALS : ﬁﬂ
WITH RESPECTED ACADEMICS
FROM THE AREA. TUTORIALS
ARE BASED ON STUDENTS’ AREAS
OF INTEREST, RANGING FROM
POST-MODERN PHILOSOPHY TO
ALCHEMY TO THE HISTORY OF
BANKING TO VOICE.

to be an educated citizen in today’ S THE ABILITY YOU HAVE AT SHIMER TO CROSS-

. . REGISTER WITH IIT EXPANDS YOUR EDUCATIONAL
world. What are the phllOSOphl- OPTIONS TO INCLUDE PRE-PROFESSIONAL
PROGRAMS AND COURSES THAT WILL PREPARE
YOU FOR MEDICAL SCHOOL, BUSINESS SCHOOL,
AND GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN TECHNOLOGY.

travelread onlyone page?” cal and sociological implications of
As a school of readers,
we take that sentiment
to heart. Our Shimer-in-
Oxford Program provides
you with the opportunity to study in Oxford, England,

one of the great intellectual capitals of the world.”

technology? How does technology
affect what it means to be a person? What role does it play in
shaping wisdom? These are important and pressing issues,
and as a Shimer student, you can take IIT classes (just as II'T
students can take Shimer classes) that allow you to discover
entirely new ways to understand human experience.

7. YOU CAN READ ABOUT CURRENT SHIMER STUDENTS’ EXPERIENCES AT OXFORD Shimer students can take advantage of ITTs One of Shimer’s long-running traditions is “Orange

150 student organizations and extensive Horse,” our occassional variety show, where students

ONLINE AT SHIMER.EDU/ACADEMICPROGRAMS/OXFORDJOURNAL.CFM 8. FOR A
COMPLETE LIST OF RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO SHIMER STUDENTS ON CAMPUS housing options.
AND IN CHICAGO, GO TO HTTP://SHIMER.EDU/ABOUTSHIMERCOLLEGE/

STUDENTLIFE.CFM.

showcase their talents in a blend of karaoke, American
Idol, and old-fashioned vaudeville.
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be ready for a WORLD
without HANDBOOKS

KAI SCANTLIN

Ph.D. Candidate, Clinical Psychology

CHICAGO SCHOOL OF

PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGY

“MY SHIMER EDUCATION HAS PREPARED
ME FOR ANY ACADEMIC OR PROFESSIONAL
CHALLENGE LIFE CAN OFFER. YOU'RE
REQUIRED TO STUDY AN INCREDIBLY
BROAD RANGE OF TOPICS, AND THE
RESULTING BREADTH OF KNOWLEDGE
ALLOWS YOU TO APPROACH ANY NEW
SITUATION WITH CONFIDENCE.”

EE QUESTIONS ASKED IN
THE GREAT CONVERSATION
AREN’T PURELY PHILOSOPH-
ICAL. THEY’RE ALSO PRAG-
MATIC. How do we bring our
learning to bear on our basic needs?
How do we meet those basic needs
in a way that’s fulfilling? What is our
relationship to work? How can we
work better, smarter? Work, afterall, is
a fundamental component of human
life. I’s how we spend most of our
waking hours. § Consider the typical
college education: you get accepted,

fifteen

versatile skills and the confidence to handle extraordinary
intellectual challenges. And that makes a Shimer educa-
tion the best possible preparation for whatever you ulti-
mately decide to do.” § Our graduates prove the power
and the practical value of a Shimer education—over and
over again. It’s no surprise that we’re a national leader as
a college whose graduates go on to earn Ph.DX." Our
graduates excel in every field. They take to law school
casily because the Socratic method, which law schools
use, 1s already second nature to them. They thrive on
Wall Street and as entrepreneurs because they know
how to process dense information and how to focus on

details while keeping the big picture
in mind. They’re amazingly effective l

‘ALINQAWWOOD INWATY SAIWIHS

WHITMAN, ‘58, PROFESSOR EMERITA IN THE DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS, FRAMINGHAM STATE COLLEGE; ROD SUCH, ‘67, REFERENCE EDITOR FOR ENCARTA ENCYCLOPEDIA,

SHIMER ALUMNI INCLUDE: ROBERT O. KEOHANE, ‘61, PROFESSOR OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, WOODROW WILSON SCHOOL AT PRINCETON UNIVERSITY; BETSEY (SELLNER)
MI1CROSOFT CORPORATION; LAURIE SPIEGEL, ‘67, ONE OF THE FOREMOST ELECTRONIC MUSIC COMPOSERS IN THE UNITED STATES.

choose a career path, and then spend your time special-
izing in a narrow field. All before you’re twenty years old.
Obviously, Shimer isn’t a place where you’re going to
spend four years specializing for a career. It’s a place where
you’ll spend four years working through the greatest writ-
ings by the greatest minds, four years formulating ideas
about the most difficult texts our culture has produced.
What will you be ready for at the end of those four years?
Anything. This doesn’t mean you’ll necessarily use what
you’ve read in Aristotle or Aquinas in your eventual career.
But by reading Aristotle and Aquinas, by having to clarify
your arguments about all of these books, you'll have the
9. To HELP YOU DECIDE, WE OFFER PLACEMENT AND CAREER COUNSELING
SERVICES, INCLUDING A CAREER AND INFORMATION CENTER, AN ONLINE
SHIMER-DEDICATED POSITION SEARCH ENGINE, AND INDIVIDUALIZED CAREER
COUNSELING BY STAFF AND ALUMNI. 10. SHIMER COLLEGE RANKS AMONG THE

TOP COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES IN THE PERCENTAGE OF GRADUATES WHO
EARN PH.D.s.

educators because they see learning
in a fundamentally different light
than most teachers. ¥ Our relation-
ship with IIT complements this
preparation by providing access to
pre-med, business, architecture, sci-
ence, and technology courses. All of
this means Shimer offers the perfect
balance—a place that values learning
for its own sake and where the skills
you develop translate directly to any
knowledge-based profession.
Shimer graduates work in nearly every

sector of society—from education to

consulting, marketing to philanthropy, law

to religious organizations.

PETER HANIG

Founder and President
HANIG’S FOOTWEAR

“SHIMER’S METHODOLOGY HAS HELPED
ME THROUGHOUT MY BUSINESS CAREER.
I ASK MANY QUESTIONS AND EXAMINE

MY ASSUMPTIONS BEFORE MAKING A
DECISION. I TRY TO LISTEN TO THE PEOPLE
AROUND ME AND USE THEIR KNOWLEDGE
AND PERSPECTIVES. AND I ASK MYSELF ‘IS
THERE ANOTHER WAY OF APPROACHING
A PROBLEM?”

“I tore myself away from the safe
comfort of certainties through my
love for truth and truth rewarded me.”

—Simone de Beauvoir
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