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Mackenzie Valley Construction

• Full Service Shop
• Full Service Gas & Diesel Bar 

• Complete Tire Service
A Gwich’in/Flint Company

	 Head	Office:	P.O.	Box	2238,	Inuvik,	NT	X0E	0T0
Ph: (867) 777-4149 Fax: (867) 777-4147 • Gas Bar Car Wash 777-4139

CAR WASH

NorthMart: 867-777-2582
	 	 					Visit	us	@
www.northmart.ca	&	www.northernstores.ca
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One of the last imaginary places on earth...

DIAMOND TOOTH GERTIES
GAMBLING HALL

Photo: Paul Gowdie Photo: YG

Adults Only (19 and over)  
Admission Charge

Live entertainment  
including high energy

shows nightly!

Full Bar Service and Concession
 Slot Machines • Black Jack Tables
 Texas Hold’em • Roulette • ATM

Open early May to  
September 7pm-2am

Early weekend openings 
from June 2pm-2am

World Famous author Jack 
London voyaged to the Klon-
dike Gold Fields as a 21-year 
old prospector. While he didn’t 
strike it rich, he later turned his 
Klondike adventures into fame 
and fortune with legendary writ-
ings like Call of the Wild, White 
Fang, and To Build a Fire. London’s original cabin was 
relocated to Dawson City in the 1960s and now rests 
a stones throw away from the one time homes of writ-
ers Robert Service and Pierre Berton. Come and see 
London’s cabin along with an intriguing collection of 
photos, documents, and other London memorabilia.

Open early May to late September. 
Call the KVA for presentation times.

For more info call 867-993-5575 ext. 2
www.dawsoncity.ca

& Interpretive Centre

Experience the Call of the 
                   Wild at

Jack London cabin

Going sport fishing
within the Inuvialuit

Settlement Region (ISR)?
If you are planning to go recreational
angling within the Inuvialuit
Settlement Region (ISR), keep in
mind that you may be fishing on
Inuvialuit private lands. You are
required to register with the local
Hunters & Trappers Committee
(HTC) or Fisheries Joint
Management Committee (FJMC)
prior to fishing on Inuvialuit private
lands.

For more information contact the
local HTC or FJMC at the following
numbers:

Inuvik HTC (867) 777-3671
Aklavik HTC (867) 978-2723
Tuk HTC (867) 977-2457
Holman HTC (867) 396-4808
Paulatuk HTC (867) 580-3004
Sachs HTC (867) 690-3028
FJMC (867) 777-2828

ATTENTION ANGLERS

A Program of the Fisheries Joint
Management Committee

FJMC WWW.FJMC.CA

Fisheries Joint Management 1-2 IN10:Layout 1  12/2/09  11:37 AM  Page 1
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town Facilities
Town Office ........................................777-8600
Fax....................................................777-8601
Midnight Sun Recreation Complex ........777-8627
Fax....................................................777-8626
Inuvik Family Centre ............................777-8640
Fax....................................................777-2017
Tourism ..............................................777-8618
Library ...............................................777-8620
Recreation Department.........................777-8609

emergency numbers
Ambulance.............................................777-4444
Fire........................................................777-2222
Hospital.................................................777-8000
Police.....................................................777-1111

climate information
Annual rainfall .........................266 mm (10.5 in)
Warmest Month ........................................... July
Coldest Month ....................................... January
Wettest Month .........................................August
Driest Month .........................................February
Mean Annual Temperature ........ -9.7º C - 14.54º F
Extreme Maximum ...................31.7º C - 89.06º F
Extreme Minimum ................. -56.7º C - -70.06º F

To.be.listed.or.advertise.call.(867).777-8618.
45,000 Inuvik & Beaufort Delta-  
Attraction and Service Guides are 
printed annually and are available 

free of charge from PR SERVICES LTD.
© 2010 PR SERVICES LTD. All products  
are printed using vegetable based inks  
and are recyclable.
Errors? Please call us at (867) 667-4144.
We also publish Map- Attraction & Service  
Guides in the north for: 
dawson city • Skagway 
Watson Lake • Whitehorse
publisher accounting 
Patrick Reece Roberta Marsh
production/design Sales/distribution 
Joel Edgecombe Jeff Wells
Webmaster Highway distribution
Jan Aalt van den Hoorn Dan Caley

Inuvik enjoys 56 days of twenty four (24) hours of daylight (late June, July and part of August)  
and has 30 days without sunlight mostly in the month of December. 
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Welcome to Inuvik - the gateway to the Beaufort Delta 
and the renowned Land of the Midnight Sun. On behalf 
of the residents of Inuvik, the Inuvik Town Council and 

staff, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to Inuvik. To plan 
a trip to Inuvik, whether by road or air, takes a lot of vision and 
research and we hope you enjoy your journey and stay with us.

If you venture up the Dempster Highway to reach us, you will see 
and pass many unforgettable sites such as the Arctic Circle, the 
ferry crossings at the Peel and Mackenzie rivers, as well as the 
communities of Fort McPherson and Tsiigehtchic, along with numer-
ous government and aboriginal campgrounds used by visitors from 
far and wide.

If you choose to travel by air to visit us, you will see the vast water-
ways of the Mackenzie River flowing into the Mackenzie Delta and 
on to the Arctic Ocean, along with hundreds of lakes and streams 
and the Richardson Mountains in all their glory and colours.

INUVIK (the name when translated means ‘the Place of Man’) will 
offer you many amenities expected in larger urban communities. 
Our recreation centre has a year-round swimming pool with a 
spectacular slide for all to enjoy along with squash courts, an ice 
rink, a curling facility and a large community hall. We are proud to 
offer these year-round indoor facilities to our guests. We also have 
numerous paths and trails which connect the community where you 
can enjoy a walk in the midnight sun in summer months. In order 
to enhance your visit even more, you may wish to travel to some 
of our outlying communities which are accessible by air during 
all seasons, by road during winter months, or by boat in summer 
months with licensed tour operators.

Inuvik is home to a very diverse aboriginal cultural background. 
Our population is comprised of mainly Inuvialuit, Gwich’in and 
Metis with their unique cultures, complemented by a wide variety 
of non-aboriginal people. We have ongoing annual cultural ac-
tivities including the renowned Great Northern Arts Festival in the 
summer and the Muskrat Jamboree in the winter.

If you are traveling here for a conference, we have four large hotels 
which can accommodate a large contingent of guests and two major 
airlines which fly to and from Inuvik on a daily basis. You may also drive  
the legendary Dempster Highway for a truly unique and extraordi-
nary experience.

Inuvik is recognized by travelers and conference delegates as being  
one of the friendliest and helpful communities where visitors and 
guests are concerned. Please let our staff know if you need any 
assistance in making your journey to the Arctic an unforgettable 
experience. We hope to see you soon!

 
Denny Rodgers

Mayor, Town of Inuvik
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www.mackenziehotel.com

Business Centre
Centrally Located
High Speed Internet
Fitness Facility
Non-smoking Rooms

In House Movie System
24 Hour Desk Service
Executive Jacuzzi Suites
Licensed Dining Lounge
Banquet and Meeting Facilities

Executive Suites
Standard Non-smoking Rooms

Dining Room, Lounge, Café

133 Mackenzie Road
P.O. Box 2303, Inuvik, NT X0E 0T0

Phone: 867-777-2801 • Fax: 867-777-3234
Email: eskimoinn@northwestel.net

MACKENZIE HOTEL
867-777-2861 185 Mackenzie Road, Inuvik

mackenziehotel@northwestel.net

MDHG Page IN10:Layout 1  12/24/09  3:54 PM  Page 1
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AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE
Distributed by PR Distributing  •  Toll Free: 1-866-648-4144
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AboriginAl government 
gwich’in tribAl council 8

1-3 Council Crescent. P.O. Box 1509 
Phone ......(867) 777-7900, Fax 777-7919
See our ad on page 15

Adventures - outdoors
up north tours

We offer scheduled and custom tours of 
the Beaufort Delta year round. For all your 
travel and tourism needs give us a call.
Inuvik, NT ........................(867) 777-2028
See our ad on page 13

Airlines & chArter compAnies 
AklAk Air

Web site: www.aklakair.ca 
E-mail: info@aklakair.ca 
Scheduled and charter service  
Inuvik Airport ...................(867) 777-3777

cAnAdiAn north
Seriously Northern
A truly Northern owned & operated airline.
www.canadiannorth.com
Phone .............................1-800-661-1505
Head Office-Yellowknife ...(867) 669-4000
See our ad on the opposite page

dAAzrAii north-wright AirwAys ltd.
Charter and scheduled service for the  
Inuvik and Sahtu Regions.  
Float, wheel and ski equipped aircraft.
www.north-wrightairways.com 
Inuvik (Charters) ..............(867) 777-2220
Reservations ....................(867) 678-2749

sifton Air
The Ultimate Northern Experience! Narrated 
Glacier Tours only in Haines Junction, Yukon.
www.siftonair.com ...........1-888-634-2916
See our ad on page 16

Auto, truck & cAmper rentAls
Arctic chAlet cAr rentAls

Best Rates, Minivans, 4x4 Trucks, 
Tracker and Jeep Rentals.
www.arcticchalet.com ......(867) 777-3535

bed & breAkfAsts
Arctic chAlet bed & breAkfAst

Log home & full service cabins with PB, 
Sat. TV, TEL, Wi-Fi in a beautiful setting.
www.arcticchalet.com ......(867) 777-3535

bus lines

M

GM BUS

Services Ltd.
Ph (867) 777-4295   Cell (867) 678-0129

Contact: Moses Gordon
mgmbus@northwestel.net

21

yukon AlAskA tourist tours
Whitehorse ........................867-668-5944
Toll Free ..........................1-866-626-7383

churches
AnglicAn church of the Ascension

Phone ..............................(867) 777-2229
bAhAi world fAith

Phone ..............................(867) 777-3196
first bible bAptist church

Phone ..............................(867) 777-3360
light house community church

Phone ..............................(867) 777-2895
our lAdy of victory romAn  
cAtholic church

The Igloo Church
Phone ..............................(867) 777-2236

seventh dAy Adventist
Phone ..............................(867) 777-3535

community services 
inuvik works project 16

We provide essential skills people need 
for work, learning, & life. 
iwmanager@northwestel.net 
5 Berger St ......................(867) 777-2101

computers - sAles & service
Arctic digitAl 1

Computer Sales • Service • Consulting 
Communications 
53 Mackenzie Rd .............(867) 777-3299
See our ad on page 9

contrActors - generAl 
mgm services 21

General contracting and bus services. 
E-mail: mgmbus@northwestel.net 
55 Ruyant ........................(867) 777-4295
See our ad under Bus Lines

mAckenzie vAlley construction 20

Road, construction,winter, summer,  
land reclamation, trucking & much more.
Box 2238, Inuvik, NT, X0E 0T0 
Phone ..............................(867) 777-4149
See our ad on the inside front cover

ContraCtors - General Cont’d PG 8

YuKonBooKS.com
Your Online Source For Books, Maps,  

Travel & River Guides Covering The Yukon, 
Alaska & Canada’s North
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INUVIK

Zheh Gwizu’Zheh Gwizu’

IQALUIT

xzJ6]vc3F1u
gJ3uF4

The Inuvik Capital Suites is an all-
suite hotel and apartment facility 
offering quiet luxury and personal 
services that allow you to bring your 
work home or just relax; be it daily, 
weekly or yearly; in a professional 
hotel atmosphere with all the warmth 
of a northern community.

Executive suites and rooms, daily or yearly.

• in-room high speed internet; private phone messaging
• fitness room, business service centre and laundry facility
• full four appliance kitchen, all cookware and maid service
• join us for coffee in the lobby weekday mornings

"More than a hotel"

Toll Free: 877-669-9444

Please call 867 678 6300 or email inres@npreit.com

serious about travel to the north
No one knows the North the way we do. And no other airline can connect you to more of the spectacular 

sights and awesome adventures that are unique to this place we call home.

On your way, enjoy Aurora Class Service,  

our own special brand of northern hospitality.

Call Canadian North today...

and come up for a seriously good time! canadiannorth.com  1.800.661.1505

Travel agents – not booking online with us yet? Call 867.669.4020 for access to our Travel Agency Portal.
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contrActors - generAl cont’d
northwind industries ltd.

Road Construction • Oil & Gas Construction
Box 1130, Inuvik, NT, X0E 0T0 
Phone ..............................(867) 777-2426
See our ad on this page

crAft shops
northern imAges 3

Canada’s leading retailer of Inuit arts & crafts.
Box 2398, Inuvik, NT, X0E 0T0 
115 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-2786
See our ad on the opposite page

engineering consultAnts
ebA engineering consultAnts ltd.

Consulting Engineers & Scientists 
Creating & Delivering Better Solutions 
www.eba.ca .....................(403) 203-3355
See our ad on this page

fitness centres
inuvik fitness centre 23

24 Hour Fitness Facility - Open Year Round
Located in the Midnight Sun Recreation Centre
Phone ..............................(867) 777-8640
See our ad on page 28

government of nwt 
floyd k. rolAnd, mlA 5

Inuvik Boot Lake 
E-mail: floyd_roland@gov.nt.ca 
Phone ..............................(867) 777-4693
See our ad on page 48

robert c. mcleod, mlA 19

Inuvik Twin Lakes  
E-mail: robert_c_mcleod@gov.nt.ca 
Phone ..............................(867) 678-2429
See our ad on page 48

government services
fisheries joint mAnAgement committee

Box 2120, Inuvik, NT, X0E 0T0 
Phone ..............................(867) 777-2828
See our ad on page 1

grocery & convenience
corner store 22

Convenience Store, Gifts & Souvenirs
Open 7 days a week from 11am to midnight
15 Dolphin St ...................(867) 777-3798

midtown mArket 14

Convenience Store, Gifts & Souvenirs
Open 7 days a week from 10am to midnight
120 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-3100

newstAnd 17

Mackenzie Rd 
Phone ......(867) 777-2776, Fax 678-2507

GroCery & ConvenienCe Cont’d PG 10

Services:
• road construction • building relocation
• oilfi eld services • gravel hauling • ice profi ling

detarepO & denwO tiulaivunI %001 

Equipment:
• Cat • Graders • Loaders • Plow trucks 
• Excavators • Back hoes • Delta 3’s snow cats 
• Gravel trucks • Rathole rigs • Bob cats • Water trucks 
• Vacuum trucks • Service trucks and more

Photo: Christina Patrick

SAFE, RELIABLE SERVICE 24/7.

The windThe wind
never stops.

NORTHWIND INDUSTRIES LTD.

Contact Kurt Wainman
P.O. Box 1130, Inuvik, NT  X0E 0T0
Phone: (867) 777-2426, Fax: (867) 777-3203, Mobile: (867) 678-0777

kwainman@northwindltd.ca  •  www.northwindltd.ca

p. 867.978.2053p. 867.777.4037 p. 403.203.3355

Consulting Engineers & Scientists for Northern 
Energy, Mining & Transportation Developments

eba.ca

Creating & Delivering
Better Solutions

Ad: Inuvik Guide
Contact: Jeff Wells
PR Services Ltd.
Phone: 867-667-4144
Fax: 867-668-6277
Toll Free: 1-866-648-4144
E-mail: jeff@yukoninfo.com
Web: http://www.yukoninfo.com
Cost: 

Approved by Ed G

Ad size = 1/4   page

Date: November 2009

ad486.cdr

AD
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ideas for
today and
tomorrow

Computer Sales • Service • Consulting
Authorized Dell, IBM, Apple & HP Dealer

Cell Phone Sales & Accessories • Globalstar • Satellite Phones

P.O. Box 2060, 53 Mackenzie Road
Inuvik, NT  X0E 0T0

E-mail: sales@arcticdigital.com
Website: www.arcticdigital.com

Phone: (867) 777-3299 • Fax: (867) 777-4396

867-777-2786
ni.inuvik@arcticco-op.com

www.northernimages.ca

Canada's Leading Retailer 
of Inuit Arts & Crafts 

"Drum Dancer"

by Joseph Suqslak

Gjoa Haven,  
Nunavut

A Division of Arctic Co-operatives Ltd.

Visitors Welcome

Canada’s Northern-most Legion
Located at 118 Veterans Way

Phone: (867) 777-2300
Fax: (867) 777-2711

• For All of Your Catering Needs!
• Home of Café 220

Open:

4:00 PM – 12:00 AM Monday to Wednesday

4:00 PM – 2:00 AM Thursday & Friday

12:00 PM – 2:00 AM Saturday

LAD
IES AUXILLIARY

CA
NA

DA
'S M

OST NORTHERNLY BRANCH

INUVIK

N.W.T.MCINNES BRANCH #2
20

A

Welcome Legion
Members & Guests

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
MCINNES BRANCH #220

mcinnes@northwestel.net

Royal Canadian Legion 1/2 IN10:Layout 1  12/24/09  3:00 PM  Page 1
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grocery & convenience cont’d
northmArt 12

Groceries • Retail Goods • Motor Products
Box 1620, Inuvik, NT, X0E 0T0 
Phone ..............................(867) 777-2582
Pharmacy (867) 777-2812 or 1-866-856-9865
See our ad on the inside front cover

hiking & wildlife viewing

Pick up your FREE 
guides to Yukon’s

wildlife hotspots 
from Yukon Visitor 

Information Centres 
or Environment Yukon.

www.environmentyukon.gov.yk.ca
wildlife.viewing@gov.yk.ca

hotels & motels 
Arctic chAlet

Log home & full service cabins with PB, 
Sat. TV, TEL, Wi-Fi in a beautiful setting.
www.arcticchalet.com ......(867) 777-3535

cApitAl suites 11

Web site: www.capitalsuites.ca 
Discover the Capital Advantage 
Phone ..............................(867) 678-6300
Toll Free ..........................1-877-669-9444
See our ad on page 7

eskimo inn 4

Inuvik’s Tourist Hotel • 72 Rooms
Reservations: eskimoinn@northwestel.net
133 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-2801
See our ad on page 4

mAckenzie hotel, the 7

The Heart of Downtown • 96 Rooms 
Complete with Business Centre, Fitness 
Centre, Restaurant and Lounge, Elevator 
& Handicap Accessible
Reservations: mackenziehotel@northwestel.net
185 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-2861
See our ad on page 4

novA inn 10

Complimentary continental breakfast, high-
speed internet. Fireplace, kitchens & more.
www.novahotels.ca
300 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-6682
See our ad on the opposite page

lounges
mAd trApper pub, the 13

Country and Rock & Roll • House Bands • Pool
Open Monday to Thursday 2 pm - 2 am
Friday & Saturday 11 am - 2 am 
124 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-5853

nAnook lounge 4

Food Menu • Satellite • NTN Trivia 
Open Monday to Saturday 4 pm - 12 am 
133 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-2801
See our ad on page 4

shivers 7

Food Menu - Satellite 
Open Mon - Sat 11:00 am - 12:00 am 
185 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-4919
See our ad on page 4

oil & gAs 
inuvik gAs ltd. 2

Box 2298, Inuvik, NT, X0E 0T0 
101-107 Mackenzie Rd
www.inuvikgas.com .........(867) 777-3422

pArks/plAygrounds
see town map on pages 24-25 for locations

phArmAcies
northmArt phArmAcy 12

Hours of operation: Mon-Fri: 10am-6pm, 
Sat: Noon-5pm, Sunday: Closed 
160 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-2812
Toll Free ..........................1-866-856-9865
See our ad on the inside front cover

recreAtion & sport orgAnizAtions
bAsketbAll AssociAtion

Phone ..............................(867) 777-7180
intermediAte hockey

Phone ..............................(867) 777-4514
inuvik curling club

Phone ..............................(867) 777-2273
inuvik figure skAting club

Phone ..............................(867) 678-2970
inuvik minor hockey

Phone ..............................(867) 777-2542
inuvik slow pitch AssociAtion

Phone ..............................(867) 777-7402
inuvik speed skAting club

Phone ..............................(867) 777-3096
legion dArts AssociAtion

Phone ..............................(867) 777-2300
mixed recreAtion hockey

Phone ..............................(867) 777-4767
recreAtion hockey

Phone ..............................(867) 777-3672
recreAtion leAders progrAm

Phone ..............................(867) 777-7892
ride for sight

Phone ..............................(867) 777-3150
soccer leAgues

Phone ..............................(867) 777-7312
top of the world sportsmen

Phone ..............................(867) 777-4185
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Toll Free  1-866-374-6682
300 Mackenzie Road

Inuvik, Northwest Territories  X0E 0T0

w w w . n o v a h o t e l s . c a

Welcome to Nova Inn
Where Comfort and Service are at their best!

Inuvik Attraction and Service Guide:Layout 1  11/18/07  8:45 PM  Page 1

People in Inuvik have been dancing in Ingamo Hall since 
1965. Back then it was only the Hudson’s Bay ware-
house, a multi-coloured plywood structure.

The name “Ingamo” is actually a misspelling of the word 
“Indemo” a word coined from the Indian-Eskimo Associa-
tion - a group responsible for initiating the idea of a Hall.

In 1974 when the old Hall needed replacing the idea of 
a log structure emerged. Over one thousand logs were 
floated down the Mackenzie River from Fort Simpson. 
The 7,904 square foot structure was completed in 1979.

Today the Hall is used for Friendship Centre program-
ming staff, workshops, meetings, feasts, craft sales, drum 
dancing, art shows and many other activities.

inGaMo HaLL FriendSHip centre - inuviK

Source: On Blue Ice

Western Arctic Birds

The Western Arctic is rich with bird life–in the summer. Of the 650 bird species in North 
America and 575 in Canada, 225 are known to occur here. The great majority are  
migratory, moving north in the region during the spring and departing in the late  
summer and fall. Shortly after the onset of winter, only a few in the northern areas 
and 15 to 20 species in southern areas remain. There is little known about the relative 
abundance of most species, with the exception of some waterfowl and birds of prey.

During April and May, migrating flocks arrive from the south, heralding the end of winter. 
Most travel through the Mackenzie River Valley, a massive migration corridor for birds 
from all four North American flyways–the Pacific, Central, Mississippi and Atlantic–or 
they filter in along the coast from the west, having wintered in the Bering and Chukchi 
seas. Birds return here to nest, raise their young and moult.

Boreal Chickadee Pine Grosbeak Bohemian Waxwing

Source: Canada’s Western Arctic Handbook
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restAurAnts & tAke-out
cAribou dining lounge, the 4

Daily lunch & dinner specials • Tasty food 
at great prices • Open daily 7 am - 9 pm 
133 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-2801
See our ad on page 4

kentucky fried chicken 12

Located at the NorthMart 
160 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-2582
See our ad on the inside front cover

pizzA hut 12

Located at the NorthMart 
160 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-2582
See our ad on the inside front cover

roost, the 15

Open at 11:00 am, 7 days a week.
Dine in our backroom, take-out or  
delivered at anytime for $500.
106 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-2727
See our logo on the downtown map

tonimoe’s 7

Daily lunch & dinner specials 
Open daily until 10:00 pm 
185 Mackenzie Rd ...........(867) 777-4900
See our ad on page 4

security services

Providing Security for the Beaufort Delta Region

100% Aboriginal Owned and Operated

Duane DeBastien
Box 2856, Inuvik, NT

X0E 0T0

Phone: 867 777-3995
Cell: 867 678-0946 
Fax: 867 777-3931

Email:  
ddebastien@northwestel.net

service clubs & orgAnizAtions
fAr north lodge # 199 A.f. & A.m.

Phone ..............................(867) 777-4099
gnwt - industry, tourism & 18
investment

GNWT, Bag Service #1, Inuvik, NT, X0E 0T0
Fax 777-7321 ............. Ph (867) 777-7237

hunters & trAppers committee
Phone ..............................(867) 777-3671

ingAmo hAll friendship centre
Phone ..............................(867) 777-2166
See our ad on page 11

inuvik centenniAl librAry boArd
Phone ..............................(867) 777-8620
See our ad on page 20

inuvik volunteer firefighters
Phone ..............................(867) 777-8611

knights of columbus
Phone ..............................(867) 777-4805

lion’s club 9

Box 1215, Inuvik, NT, X0E 0T0 
Phone ..............................(867) 777-2181
See our logo on the downtown map

northern gAmes AssociAtion
Phone ..............................(867) 777-7312

recreAtion & pArks Advisory boArd
Phone ..............................(867) 777-8609

royAl cAnAdiAn legion 6

Located at 118 Veterans Way 
Phone ..............................(867) 777-2300
See our ad on page 9

service stAtions
mAckenzie vAlley construction 20

Full Service Gas & Diesel Bar • Car Wash
Box 2238, Inuvik, NT, X0E 0T0 
Phone ..............................(867) 777-4139
See our ad on the inside front cover

sightseeing tours
Arctic chAlet tours

Fly to Tuktoyaktuk & tour the village. Many 
other tours also available summer & winter.
www.whitehuskies.com
Call us at ..........................(867) 777-3535

sifton Air
The Ultimate Northern Experience! Narrated 
Glacier Tours only in Haines Junction, Yukon.
www.siftonair.com ...........1-888-634-2916
See our ad on page 16

up north tours
We offer scheduled and custom tours of 
the Beaufort Delta year round. For all your 
travel and tourism needs give us a call.
Inuvik, NT ........................(867) 777-2028
See our ad on the opposite page

tires - sAles & service
mAckenzie vAlley construction 20

Complete Tire Service • Large Selection 
P.O. Box 2238, Inuvik, NT, X0E 0T0 
Phone ..............................(867) 777-4149
See our ad on the inside front cover

visitor informAtion
gnwt - industry, tourism & 18
investment

GNWT, Bag Service #1, Inuvik, NT, X0E 0T0
Fax 777-7321 ............. Ph (867) 777-7237

hAmlet of AklAvik
Box 88, Aklavik, NT, X0E 0A0
Phone ..............................(867) 978-2351
See our ad on page 46

hAmlet of pAulAtuk
Box 98, Paulatuk, NT, X0E 1N0 
Phone ..............................(867) 580-3531
See our ad on page 43

visitor information Cont’d PG 14
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Travel
&Tours

up
 N

o
rT

h INUVIK, NT
867-777-2028
867-678-0510

info@upnorthtours.ca • upnorthtours.ca

SUGGESTED TOURS:

Tuktoyaktuk tour  
by air and boat

Delta tours

Cultural tours

Fishing trips

Day trips

Dempster tours

Snowmobile tours

For all your  
travel and tourism 

needs give us a call.

We offer scheduled  
and custom tours of 

the Beaufort Delta 
year-round.

Our local guides are 
sure to show you a 
great time on your 

Northern adventure!

MAckenzie deltA

The Mackenzie Delta is 210 kilometres long and an average of 62 kilometres wide. 
At nearly 13,000 square kilometres in size, this makes it the largest delta in Canada, 
the second largest delta (after the Mississippi Delta) in North America, and the world’s 
second largest arctic delta (after the Lena Delta in Russia). It is a gently sloping plain, 
consisting of a maze of channels and interconnecting lakes. These water bodies host 
healthy populations of fish and aquatic mammals.

In the spring and fall, thousands of birds arrive in the delta on their way to and from 
their summer nesting grounds in the western Arctic. Although the delta extends across 
the tree line, most of it is forested with spruce trees. The trees give way to willow bushes 
in northerly parts, and eventually a tundra environment prevails on the islands closest 
to the Arctic Ocean.

Source: Canada’s Western Arctic Handbook
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visitor informAtion cont’d
hAmlet of sAchs hArbour

Box 90, Sachs Harbour, NT, X0E 0Z0 
Phone ..............................(867) 690-4351
See our ad on page 44

hAmlet of tuktoyAktuk
Box 120, Tuktoyaktuk, NT, X0E 1C0 
Phone ..............................(867) 977-2286
See our ad on page 40

inuviAluit settlement region  
dAtAbAse

DO YOUR RESEARCH
www.aina.ucalgary.ca/isr
See our ad on this page

town of inuvik tourism
Box 1160, Inuvik, NT, X0E 0T0 
Web: www.inuvik.ca 
E-mail: info@inuvik.ca
Fax: 777-8619
2 Firth St .................... Ph (867) 777-8618

ulukhAktok Adventures limited
Box 695515, Ulukhaktok, NT, X0E 0S0 
Phone ..............................(867) 396-4808
See our ad on page 45

western Arctic regionAl  
visitor centre 

Complete Information - Cultural & Wildlife
Displays - Arctic Circle Certificate - Souvenirs
Fax 777-4652 ............. Ph (867) 777-4727

INUVIALUIT 
Settlement Region Database

DO YOUR RESEARCH
Visit the ISR Database for descriptions of publi-

cations and research projects pertaining to the

INUVIALUIT SETTLEMENT REGION.

Learn about the Arctic Coast
in Canada's Yukon and
Northwest Territories

www.aina.ucalgary.ca/isr

POPULATION: 3,484 (Statistics Canada 2006)

LOCATION: 68º 18’N; 133º 29’W.
East Channel of the Mackenzie River Delta. 97 km south of the
Beaufort Sea. Inuvik is 10 degrees further west than Vancouver.

TOPOGRAPHY: Located on a flat wooded plateau with northern-
most reaches of the tree line east of the Richardson Mountains.

AREA OF INUVIK:
57 square km - approximately 5% utilized.

WEATHER:
Inuvik enjoys 56 days of twenty four (24) hours of daylight
(late June, July and part of August) and has 30 days without
sunlight mostly in the month of December.
Temperature: Mean Annual -9.7 degrees Celsius (14.54
degrees Fahrenheit).
Extreme Maximum: +32.8 degrees Celsius (91.04 degrees Fahrenheit).
Extreme Minimum: -56.7 degrees Celsius (-70.06 degrees Fahrenheit).
Warmest Month: July.
Coldest Month: January.
Annual Precipitation: 266.1 mm (10.5 in.).
Driest Month: February.
Wettest Month: August.
Wind Speed: Mean Annual 10.1 km/h (6.1 mph).
Sunshine: Days with 24 hours of sun - 56

INUVIK QUICK FACTSINUVIK QUICK FACTS

perMaFroSt
One half of Canada’s land surface - including 
most of the NWT - is underlaid with perma-
frost, or permanently frozen ground. Because 
of this, Inuvik has some of the worst conditions 
for building anywhere in the world. When 
the permafrost thaws during warm summer 
months, the ground shifts and building mate-
rials lose their support. It can cause walls to 
crack and buildings to lean dangerously. Most 
of the buildings and homes in Inuvik sit above 
ground on pilings, which are stilt like poles 
(wood or steel) drilled through the active layer 
of the permafrost into the continuous perma-
frost layer beneath. In between the ground 
and the floor of the structure is an all-important 
open crawl space, to ventilate building heat 
away from the ground.
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TEETL'IT 
GWICH’IN COUNCIL 

PO Box 30  
Fort McPherson NT  X0E 0J0 
Ph.................867-952-2330 
Fx.................867-952-2212 

EHDIITAT 
GWICH’IN COUNCIL 

PO Box 118 
Aklavik  NT  X0E 0A0 

Ph ................ 867-978-2340 
Fx ................ 867-978-2937 

NIHTAT 
GWICH’IN COUNCIL 

PO Box 2570 
Inuvik  NT  X0E 0T0 

Ph.................867-777-6650 
Fx.................867-777-6651 

GWICHYA 
GWICH’IN COUNCIL 

PO Box 4  
Tsiigehtchic NT  X0E 0B0 
Ph ................ 867-953-3201 
Fx ................ 867-953-3302 

Gwìch’in nan,  nakhwek’yùu  ts’àt  gwitr’it  tthak  
nakhwidavee  gwiheezàa  eenjit 

Gwich’in land, culture & economy for a better future 
 

www.gwichin.nt.ca 

GWICH’IN TRIBAL COUNCILGWICH’IN TRIBAL COUNCIL  
1-3 Council Crescent 

PO Box 1509  Inuvik NT  X0E 0T0 
Ph: 867-777-7900   Fx: 867-777-7919 

Gwìch’inat Eenjit Gàdatr’igwijìlcheii Gidilii 
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for a glacier tour call toll free
only in haines junction, yukon

1-888-634-2916
www.yukonairtours.com

narrated glacier tours over the world’s largest  
non-polar icefields, with the opportunity to see  

mt. logan and many other of north America’s giants.

Ask about our most popular tour, the “grande mountain tour”!

come and see us at the haines junction Airport

MAMMAls
Despite the severe environment of the 
Western Arctic, the abundance and 
variety of mammalian wildlife is im-
pressive. Mammals–more than 50 spe-
cies–occur on both land and sea, and 
range in size from as small as your 
thumb to as large as a mobile home.

Source: Canada’s Western Arctic Handbook
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IGLOO CHURCH

Inuvik, Northwest Territories

Most people would find it difficult to tell you what Inuvik has in common
with Paris, France, but the answer greets every visitor to our northern city
and is probably one of the first things they notice. It is the Igloo Church
which bears the same official name as the famous Notre Dame cathedral
in Paris (Our Lady of Victory).

Our Lady of Victory Church is a major landmark of Inuvik. Built by volun-
teer labour, this church took two years to build from start to completion.The
diameter of the building is 75 feet.The cross is 9 feet high and is 68 feet above
ground. The copula on which the cross stands is 20 feet in diameter.Visitors
may ascend into the copula and see the unique construction methods used
in the building of the Igloo Church.The total cost of construction in 1958 was
$70,000 – less than $30 per square foot.

The ceremony of blessing the church was performed by Bishop Piche and
took place in August 5, 1960.The title of Our Lady of Victory is one of the
many titles given to Mary, the mother of Jesus.

Inuvik, Northwest Territories
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THE END OF THE

ROAD
MUSIC
FESTIVAL

INUVIK, NT

CONTACT US FOR SUMMER

2010 FESTIVAL DATES

For more information:
eotr_musicfestival@yahoo.ca

867-678-0535

EOTR Music Festival 1/2 IN10:Layout 1 12/24/09 3:04 PM Page 1

MUSKRAT JAMBOREE, INUVIK NT
53rd Anniversary • March 26 - 29, 2010

Join us for the 53rd Muskrat Jamboree in Inuvik, Northwest Territories. An event started to
bring together people after a long winter to celebrate spring and to renew old friendships
and make new ones.

Events included in this four day celebration include muskrat skinning, snow shoe racing, log
sawing, tea boiling, ice chiseling, nail driving, egg tossing and the very popular snowmo-
bile (we call it ski-doo) racing and dog-team races. Watch the crowning of the King and
Queen at the opening ceremonies, enjoy fun ‘n’ crazy games, northern animal calling, eat
excellent Northern cuisine at the Traditional Feast and River site food tents, play the giant
bingo, take in some good jigging competition, watch the popular Inuvialuit Drum Dancing
Fun Competition, twirl around at the Old Time Dances and take in our hugely popular Talent
Show. THERE’S ROOM FOR EVERYONE AT THE MUSKRAT JAMBOREE!

For more information contact:
MJ2010 Coordinator
Muskrat Jamboree Committee
Email: muskratjamboree@hotmail.com

Muskrat Jamboree 1/2 IN10:Layout 1 12/24/09 5:05 PM  Page 1
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Great NortherN arts Festival
At the Great Northern Arts Festival, we dance 
to the beat of many drums. The Festival offers 
visitors a rare opportunity to experience first 
hand a variety of northern culture.

For 10 days each July, over 60 visual and 
performing artists gather in Inuvik, NWT to 
celebrate northern art and culture. Represent-
ing communities from across the Arctic, from 
Greenland to Nunavut to Alaska, the Festival 
allows the visiting public to participate in 
events and activities to truly immerse them-
selves in the northern art experience.

Inuvik’s Midnight Sun Recreation Complex is 
transformed into a professional gallery with a 
revolving exhibit of artwork.  Featuring over 
1,500 pieces of art, a visit to the gallery offers 
the most comprehensive opportunity to meet 
northern artists, share the culture and purchase 
northern art direct from the artist. More happens 
outside the gallery as well, where artists are 
busy transforming stone, bone, antler and ivory 
into objects of art, and performers entertain the 
crowds with cultural songs and dances.

entertainment
Evenings under the midnight sun may be spent 
enjoying entertainment by the many talented 
performing artists. Visitors can look forward to 
a vast array of cultural performances includ-
ing drumming, dancing, traditional Old Time 
Dance, storytelling, live music, theatre groups 
and the finest fashion show north of 60!

demonstrations and Workshops
For those of you who like to learn by watching, 
Festival artists are busy demonstrating their 
skills in the carving tents or inside the gallery. 
For those of you who prefer a more hands-on 
approach, we offer a workshop series, taught 
on-site by Festival artists. 

Make a soapstone carving, learn the traditional 
art of moose hair tufting, take a printmaking 
lesson or beat the drum at one of our drumming 
workshops. With 
over 20 workshops 
available, there 
is something for 
everyone.

Great NortherN 
arts Festival

July 9-18, 2010 
Inuvik, NWT

For more information:  
www.gnaf.org or 867-777-8638

Public art Workshops

Cultural  
Performing arts

traditional Dance

arctic  
Fashion show

Professional  
Gallery

Demonstration  
& studio areas

Northern Film  
screenings

storytelling  
and readings

Nightly  
entertainment

Family events

Carving village
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Why would you want to drive the Dempster Highway to go to the library?
To find out about the history of the highway itself?
To find out the name of the birds you saw along the highway?
To find out about the flowers growing along the highway and the Boot Lake Trail?
To discover what the aluminum boxes that run behind our houses are called?
Whatever your questions, the chances are we’ll be able to help you find the answers.

In addition to our regular library collection, the Inuvik Centennial Library has a unique area just waiting
for you to explore. The Dick Hill Northern Collection contains over 10,000 items donated to the Inuvik
Centennial Library in 1995 by Dick Hill, a long term resident, former mayor, and avid collector of any-
thing northern: books, articles, reports, maps, site plans, oil and gas hearings, artifacts and more.

Besides a wealth of Northern information, we also have available:
• Northern videos to view in our Community room • A large selection of magazines, northern 
newspapers, the Edmonton Journal and the Globe and Mail for you to read • Artwork by northern artists such as
Bern Will Brown and Mona Thrasher. • Fine examples of northern handicrafts • Slide collections of historical
interest • Special interest programs and exhibits • Free computer, internet and web-based email services • Printing,
photocopying and a digital media reader to download your photographs onto disk, CD or to send them home

Phone: (867) 777-8620
Fax: (867) 777-8621

E-mail: inuvik_library@gov.nt.ca

Visit the Inuvik Community Greenhouse, home of the Community Garden Society of Inuvik
and thousands of plants! A project that germinated in 1998, the facility (a conversion of
an old arena) is the most northern greenhouse in North America and the only community
greenhouse of its kind in the world. The purpose of the greenhouse is to ensure a more
successful harvest and allow production of a greater variety of crops in an area where fresh
economical produce is often unavailable. The building houses two areas: raised communi-
ty garden plots available to residents; and a 4,000 sq. ft. commercial greenhouse. The
Inuvik Community Greenhouse will serve as an effective model for other northern commu-
nities. Located at the corner of Loucheux Rd. and Breynat St., behind the Igloo Church.

Phone: 867-777-3267Phone: 867-777-3267
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W i n t e r  D e s t i n a t i o n

inuvik.ca

• Snowmobiling
• Cross Country Ski Trails - 15 km 

groomed and well-lit
• Icefishing
• Dogsledding
• Snowshoeing
• Igloo Building
• Aurora Borealis Viewing
• 4 Sheet Curling Surface & 

NHL Size Skating Rink
• North America’s Longest Ice Road
• Winter Events including: Inuvik 

Sunrise Festival, Oil & Gas 
Curling Bonspiel, International 
Curling Bonspiel, Top of the 
World Ski Loppet

• Cold Weather Testing & more…

Photo: Peter Clarkson

Photo: RWEDPhoto: GRRB

Photo: GRRB
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Midnight Sun
CONFERENCE CENTRE

W
e welcome businesses and organizations from around the world to our
Midnight Sun Conference Centre in Inuvik—Canada’s northernmost town.
Our facility has all of the amenities to make your event an overwhelming 

success. Our accommodations’ providers, caterers, and restaurants offer truly northern
hospitality and the best Arctic cuisine. Imagine your event in a truly Arctic setting.
Within grasp of Inuvik you can experience Canada’s tundra, taiga, the Richardson
Mountains, the Mackenzie River and world famous Delta, Beaufort Sea and Arctic Ocean.

The MSCC has hosted a variety of different events including tradeshows, conferences,
assemblies, meetings, festivals, and cultural events including:

- Prime Minister’s Visit - Great Northern Arts Festival
- Western Premiers Conference - End of the Road Music Festival
- Inuvik Petroleum Show - Plus Many More…

Imagine your next meeting …

For hosting information:
Tourism Department                              
Ph: (867) 777-8618
Fax: (867) 777-8619
E-mail: tourism@town.inuvik.nt.ca
Website: www.inuvik.ca

For booking information:
Midnight Sun Conference Centre
Ph: (867) 777-8640
Fax: (867) 777-2017
E-mail: mscc@town.inuvik.nt.ca
Website: www.inuvik.ca

in a truly Arctic setting…

Your Arctic Meeting
& Conference Centre



23

Inuvik
Accommodations

HAPPY VALLEY TERRITORIAL CAMPGROUND
Franklin Road • 777-7353
27 sites with laundromat, nightly fee and 24hr security.

JUK PARK
Located just outside Inuvik on Airport Road • 777-7353
36 sites with fee for overnight. Some electric sites. Also available for days.

CAMPGROUNDS/RV PARKS

ARCTIC CHALET
Box 1099 • • 11 • • • • • • •
777-3535 • Fax 777-4443
Toll Free: 1-800-685-9417
e-mail: judi@arcticchalet.com
www.arcticchalet.com

CAPITAL SUITES
198 Mackenzie Road • Box 2096 • 82 • • • • •
678-6300 • Fax 678-6309
Toll Free: 1-877-669-9444
e-mail: inres@npreit.com
www.capitalsuites.ca

ESKIMO INN
133 Mackenzie Road • 72 • • • • • •
Box 1740
777-2801 • Fax 777-3234
e-mail: eskimoinn@northwestel.net
www.mackenziehotel.com

MACKENZIE HOTEL
185 Mackenzie Road • Box 2303 • 96 • • • • • • •
777-2861 • Fax 777-3317
e-mail:
mackenziehotel@northwestel.net
www.mackenziehotel.com

NOVA INN
300 Mackenzie Road • 42 • • • • • •
777-6682 • Fax 777-4522
Toll Free: 1-866-374-6682
e-mail: info@novahotels.ca
www.novahotels.ca
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Experience comfort and northern hospitality in a resort-
like setting. Our guests keep telling us how much they
like our homey rooms, comfortable beds and charming
environment. We hope you will also find yourself at
home here at the Arctic Chalet.

Our suites give you more than a traditional hotel room
so that you can get the rest you need. Our suites give
you separate living and sleeping areas as well as a full
kitchen. Featuring in-room high speed internet, fitness
rooms and business service centres.

The Eskimo Inn is Inuvik’s largest hotel, offering
accommodations for 156 guests in 72 non-smoking
rooms. Located in the heart of downtown Inuvik.
For the budget conscious traveler, the Eskimo Inn is
good value without sacrificing service and quality.

Centrally located, the Mackenzie Hotel offers a wide
range of lavishly appointed suites and guest services.
Whether your travel is for business or leisure,
we have all the essentials to fill your needs.
As well, our special touch of northern hospitality
will make you look forward to your next visit.

Located with convenient access to business section
and hospital. Rooms include high speed internet access
& complimentary continental breakfast. Kitchenettes are
available as well as single and double occupancy rooms.
Complimentary shuttle service to and from airport.

Accommodations Grid IN10:Layout 1 12/24/09 4:51 PM  Page 1

PolAr BeArs

Polar bears inhabit the sea ice along the coast and near Banks and Victoria Islands.
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Happy Valley
Campground

Cemetery

Jimmy Adams Peace Trail

Chief Jim
Koe Park

Baseball
Diamond

Truck Route

Aklak Air

Arctic Chalet Car Rentals, 
  B&B, Hotel & Tours

Arctic Digital .............................. 1

Canadian North

Capital Suites ......................... 11

Caribou Dining Lounge, The ..... 4

Corner Store ........................... 22

Daazraii North-Wright Airways Ltd.

EBA Engineering Consultants Ltd.

Eskimo Inn ................................ 4

Fisheries Joint Management  
  Committee

Floyd K. Roland, MLA ............... 5

GNWT - Industry, Tourism &  
  Investment ............................ 18 

Gwich’in Tribal Council.............. 8

Inuvik Fitness Centre .............. 23

Inuvik Gas Ltd. .......................... 2

Inuvik Works Project ............... 16

Kentucky Fried Chicken .......... 12
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Ingamo Hall
Pentecostal Church
Baptist Church
RV Dump Station
Medical Clinic 777-2954
Town Office/Fire Hall 777-8600
Samuel Hearne 
Secondary School

Centennial Library
Youth Centre
Boat Launch
Town Dock
Community Garden
Igloo Church (Catholic)
Family Hall
Aurora College 

R.C.M.P.  777-1111
Post Office  777-2252
Sir Alexander  
Mackenzie School
Inuvik Ski Club/Trails
Midnight Sun Rec Complex
Swimming Pool
Anglican Church

Bootlake  
Waterfront
Western Arctic 
Visitors Centre
Playground
Walking Trails
Hospital 777-8000
Parks 
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day use Area •
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I N U V I KI N U V I K THEN & NOWTHEN & NOW

The colour and vitality of Inuvik will take you
by surprise. You’ll see paved streets lined with
brightly coloured houses on pilings, dome-
shaped buildings and the strange snake-like
“utilidor” system. In the summer the town
hums with activity. Tourists walk the streets and
air charter and construction companies take
advantage of the continuous daylight. A planned
community, Inuvik offers the comforts of urban
living in an arctic setting. Visitors can experi-
ence several cultures here, and true frontier
hospitality.

Inuvik is situated on the East Channel of the
Mackenzie Delta. At 133˚43’ west longitude, it
is 10 degrees farther west than Vancouver,
British Columbia. The community is within the
taiga forest, just south of the tree line and west
of the open tundra. The Arctic Ocean is only 97

kilometres north and the Arctic Circle is 200
kilometres to the south.

With the summer’s 24-hour sunlight, there is
plenty of time for visitors to experience the vast
wilderness at Inuvik’s doorstep. Winter is the
time for “noon moon” activities such as driving
on ice roads, snowmobiling, dog sledding and
curling. The Inuvik area is a snowmobiler’s

heaven, with 10,000 kilometres of Mackenzie
Delta Channels to explore, as well as tundra
trails north to the Beaufort Sea coast and west
into the Richardson Mountains.

The aurora borealis (“northern lights”) can
be seen during the dark months. Locals say that
Inuvik is so far north that they have to look
south to see the northern lights!

Some residents earn their living hunting, trap-
ping and fishing, but most are employed in gov-
ernment and aboriginal offices or in trans-
portation, construction, petroleum exploration
and tourism companies.

Community History
Inuvik was conceived by the Canadian govern-

ment in 1953. It was intended to replace the
hamlet of Aklavik in the Mackenzie Delta,
which was subject to flooding and offered lim-
ited space for expansion.

Originally the community was designated
“East Three” by the survey parties who spread
over the Mackenzie Delta searching for town
site locations. Of six sites on the west side and
six on the east side, East Three was chosen for

its large flat area, navigable waterway, tree
cover and gravel supply.

The community was first named “New
Aklavik” to reflect the transfer of facilities from
Aklavik. This caused confusion for the delivery
of mail and supplies, so the name”Inuvik” was
selected in 1958. In Inuvialuktun it means
“place of people.”

The years 1964 to 1970 were a period of
adjustment as residents adapted to life in the
new community. In April, 1967, Inuvik
achieved village status, and in January 1970 it
became a town with an elected mayor and
council. And with completion of the Dempster
Highway in 1979, Inuvik became part of the
Canadian highway system.

Petroleum exploration in the Mackenzie
Valley and Beaufort Sea provided tremendous
employment and business opportunities in the
region beginning in 1971. These activities con-
tinued until 1990 when petroleum companies
decided to pull out because of disappearing
government subsidies, low gas and oil prices,
and local resistance to resource development.
Since 1999, oil and gas companies have once
again begun to explore for natural gas.

During the time that multi-national corpora-
tions were busy tapping petroleum resources in
the Mackenzie Delta, aboriginal organizations
were gaining the leverage they needed to settle
their land claims with the Canadian govern-
ment. The Inuvialuit claim was settled in 1984
and the Gwich’in claim in 1992. Inuvik is home
to members and organizations of both groups.

Today, Inuvik is the administrative and com-
mercial centre for Western Arctic and is
Canada’s largest community north of the Arctic
Circle. The town’s population peaked at 4,200
in 1990 at the end of the exploration boom, and
now is at about 3,450.
Source: Canada’s Western Arctic (Handbook)

Juk Park scenic outlook

East Channel of the Mackenzie RiverEast Channel of the Mackenzie River

“Smartie Box” Housing“Smartie Box” Housing

Utilidor System

Town Dock - Mackenzie River Skating Rink

Juk Park scenic outlook

Happy Valley Territorial CampgroundHappy Valley Territorial Campground



27

I N U V I KI N U V I K THEN & NOWTHEN & NOW

The colour and vitality of Inuvik will take you
by surprise. You’ll see paved streets lined with
brightly coloured houses on pilings, dome-
shaped buildings and the strange snake-like
“utilidor” system. In the summer the town
hums with activity. Tourists walk the streets and
air charter and construction companies take
advantage of the continuous daylight. A planned
community, Inuvik offers the comforts of urban
living in an arctic setting. Visitors can experi-
ence several cultures here, and true frontier
hospitality.

Inuvik is situated on the East Channel of the
Mackenzie Delta. At 133˚43’ west longitude, it
is 10 degrees farther west than Vancouver,
British Columbia. The community is within the
taiga forest, just south of the tree line and west
of the open tundra. The Arctic Ocean is only 97

kilometres north and the Arctic Circle is 200
kilometres to the south.

With the summer’s 24-hour sunlight, there is
plenty of time for visitors to experience the vast
wilderness at Inuvik’s doorstep. Winter is the
time for “noon moon” activities such as driving
on ice roads, snowmobiling, dog sledding and
curling. The Inuvik area is a snowmobiler’s

heaven, with 10,000 kilometres of Mackenzie
Delta Channels to explore, as well as tundra
trails north to the Beaufort Sea coast and west
into the Richardson Mountains.

The aurora borealis (“northern lights”) can
be seen during the dark months. Locals say that
Inuvik is so far north that they have to look
south to see the northern lights!

Some residents earn their living hunting, trap-
ping and fishing, but most are employed in gov-
ernment and aboriginal offices or in trans-
portation, construction, petroleum exploration
and tourism companies.

Community History
Inuvik was conceived by the Canadian govern-

ment in 1953. It was intended to replace the
hamlet of Aklavik in the Mackenzie Delta,
which was subject to flooding and offered lim-
ited space for expansion.

Originally the community was designated
“East Three” by the survey parties who spread
over the Mackenzie Delta searching for town
site locations. Of six sites on the west side and
six on the east side, East Three was chosen for

its large flat area, navigable waterway, tree
cover and gravel supply.

The community was first named “New
Aklavik” to reflect the transfer of facilities from
Aklavik. This caused confusion for the delivery
of mail and supplies, so the name”Inuvik” was
selected in 1958. In Inuvialuktun it means
“place of people.”

The years 1964 to 1970 were a period of
adjustment as residents adapted to life in the
new community. In April, 1967, Inuvik
achieved village status, and in January 1970 it
became a town with an elected mayor and
council. And with completion of the Dempster
Highway in 1979, Inuvik became part of the
Canadian highway system.

Petroleum exploration in the Mackenzie
Valley and Beaufort Sea provided tremendous
employment and business opportunities in the
region beginning in 1971. These activities con-
tinued until 1990 when petroleum companies
decided to pull out because of disappearing
government subsidies, low gas and oil prices,
and local resistance to resource development.
Since 1999, oil and gas companies have once
again begun to explore for natural gas.

During the time that multi-national corpora-
tions were busy tapping petroleum resources in
the Mackenzie Delta, aboriginal organizations
were gaining the leverage they needed to settle
their land claims with the Canadian govern-
ment. The Inuvialuit claim was settled in 1984
and the Gwich’in claim in 1992. Inuvik is home
to members and organizations of both groups.

Today, Inuvik is the administrative and com-
mercial centre for Western Arctic and is
Canada’s largest community north of the Arctic
Circle. The town’s population peaked at 4,200
in 1990 at the end of the exploration boom, and
now is at about 3,450.
Source: Canada’s Western Arctic (Handbook)

Juk Park scenic outlook

East Channel of the Mackenzie RiverEast Channel of the Mackenzie River

“Smartie Box” Housing“Smartie Box” Housing

Utilidor System

Town Dock - Mackenzie River Skating Rink

Juk Park scenic outlook

Happy Valley Territorial CampgroundHappy Valley Territorial Campground



CONTACT:
Midnight Sun Recreation Complex

Town of Inuvik
Ph: (867) 777-8640 • Fax: (867) 777-2017 • msrc@town.inuvik.nt.ca

Inuvik Family Centre
The Inuvik Family Centre is a
brand new facility which opened
in April, 2005. It provides
Inuvik, the outlying communi-
ties and visitors to the area with
a high quality facility for recre-
ation and leisure.

Located at 95 Gwich’in Road attached to the Midnight Sun
Recreation Complex. Phone: (867) 777-8640.

FEATURES:
• 190 foot waterslide
• Lane swim pool
• Leisure pool
• Tot pool
• Lazy River
• Hot Tub
• Sauna
• Steam Room
• Squash Courts
• Play Zone including 

miniature climbing wall 
and Mike’s Treehouse 
Jungle Gym

• Party Room
• Pool and Party room rentals 

available

Visit us at www.inuvik.ca,
click on Recreation.

Call 777-8640

DROP IN SWIM RATES PRICE:
Youth (7-18) $3.00
Family $10.00
Student (19+) $4.00
Adult (19+) $6.00
Senior (60+) $3.00
Infant (Under 6) FREE

SWIM PASSES & LESSONS PRICE:
10-Pass Youth/Senior $25.00
10-Pass Student $30.00
10-Pass Adult $45.00
10-Pass Family  $75.00
Swim Lessons (up to level 4) $40.00
Swim Lessons (5+) $45.00
Adult Swim Lessons (10 sessions) $75.00

SWIM ACCESSORIES PRICE:
Latex Swim Cap $5.00
Silicone Swim Cap $10.00
"Splasher" Goggles $8.00
"Leader" Goggles $12.00
"Hydrospex" Goggles $20.00
Nose Plugs (pink) $5.00
Nose Plugs (skin tone) $5.00
Ear Plugs (silicone) $5.00
Ear Plugs (flanged) $5.00
"Gabby's" Swim Diaper $10.00
Water Wings $9.00
“Vanquisher” Goggles $15.00

SQUASH COURT RATES PRICE
1 Hour Drop-In $12.00
10-Pass $100.00

SQUASH ACCESSORIES
Racquet Balls, goggles & accessories avail-
able at Pro Shop (set) $5.00

PLAY ZONE PRICE
Individual use $2.00
Hourly rental $50.00

POOL RENTAL PRICE
1-35 persons $150.00
36-70 $180.00
71+ $250.00

LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS PRICE
Bronze Medallion $165.00
Bronze Cross $165.00
NLS $265.00

FITNESS CENTRE
$5/day
$20/week + $20 card deposit
$40/month + $20 card deposit
$100/3 mos. + $20 card deposit
$350/year + $20 card deposit
$2000/year Flex Pass 
(includes 5 transferable passes)
The MSRC Fitness Centre operates 24hrs/day
for 7days/week. USE AT OWN RISK.

• Lifesaving 
Society Classes

• Adult Swim Lessons
• Aquafit
• Public Swim

• Family Swim
• Adult Swim
• Teen Swim
• Swim Team

PROGRAMS OFFERED:
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DISCOVER HOW A PINGO IS FORMED

unfrozen
ground

newly frozen
ground

(permafrost)

There is a layer of unfrozen ground
beneath most arctic lakes because they
are too deep to freeze to the bottom in
winter and the year-round presence of
water thaws the surrounding permafrost.

When a lake drains, a shallow residual pond is
often left behind. The former lake bed begins to
freeze, but the pond slows the development of
permafrost beneath it.
As the lake bed freezes, the water in the ground
turns to ice and expands. The extra water cannot
escape, so it is pushed inward toward the centre,
ahead of the freezing front (see arrows).

The freezing front
advances inward, placing
the encapsulated “lens”
of water under pressure.
The thin layer of
permafrost above the lens
is pushed upward, and
the pingo begins to grow.

The pingo is fully formed (stops growing) when it is
frozen solid–the unfrozen ground becomes permafrost
and the pingo has a core of almost pure ice.

permafrost

residual
pond

permafrost
unfrozen ground

How Pingos Develop

permafrost

unfrozen ground
with water
under
pressure

pingo
ice

permafrost
pingo ice

2.

3.

4.

lake

1.

Every few years, a new pingo begins to form in a recently drained
lake. The sandy ground beneath a lake is unfrozen but surrounded
by permafrost. Once the lake drains, the permafrost begins to
spread into the unfrozen sediments as they become exposed to
frigid winter temperatures. Water in the saturated sand freezes and
expands, pushing excess water ahead of the freezing ground.

As the circle of permafrost inches toward the centre of the lake,
the excess water comes under increasing pressure. Trapped
between the continuous permafrost below and the much weaker
freezing crust of the lake bed above, the pressurized water finally
pushes the lake bed up–and up and up. When the lake completely
freezes, the pingo stops growing. Ibyuk Pingo is growing at about
two centimetres per year, indicating that the basin of Ibyuk Lake
is not yet frozen through (even though the pingo is probably more
than 1,000 years old!). Most pingos have a large crack across their
summits where the ground has split apar t as it is forced up from
below. If the crack looks fresh, the pingo is likely growing, but if
healthy willows have established themselves in it, growth may have
stopped.

Pingos, the conical
hills dotting the Western
Arctic landscape, are the
region’s most famous landform.
Currently, about 1,450 are scattered
across the region. Ibyuk Pingo, just
south of Tuktoyaktuk, is probably the
world’s largest growing pingo. Ib
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Report Wildfires (In Yukon) 
1-888-798 FIRE (3473)

. KM. MILES
Aklavik* 112 70
Dawson City 766 476
Eagle Plains 368 229
Edmonton 3203 1990
Ft. McPherson 185 115

Tsiigehtchic 132 82
Tuktoyaktuk* 194 120
Whitehorse 1221 759
Yellowknife 3591 2231
Yukon Border 270 168
*Via Ice Road, Seasonal

Dempster Hwy 5

Klondike Hwy 2

Alaska Hwy 1

Mileage from inuvik Guide to 
Highways
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The Inuvik Mike Zubko Airport (YEV) is a modern airport
operated by the Government of the Northwest Territories and
is located 14 km (8 miles) from Inuvik. The paved runway is
6,000 ft. x 150 ft.

NAVAIDS: NDB/VOR/DMT/VDF/ILS/CTR
ELEVATION: 220 ft. above sea level
F.O.L. Site: 6 bay Jet Hangar and operations area.

The modern airport terminal is
1078 square meters in area (Canada
Customs Port of Entry). Inuvik is 
serviced by jet seven days per week.

General Inquiries: 867.777.2467
Air North: 1.800.661.0407 Canada

1.800.764.0407 USA
Air Canada: 1.888.247.2262
Canadian North: 1.800.661.1505 
First Air:       1.800.267.1247

Mike
ZubkoAirportAirport - Inuvik

Completed in 1979, the Dempster is the only 
highway in Canada that crosses the Arctic Circle 
and affords the traveller a rare chance to see 
vast expanses of beautiful arctic tundra and strik-
ing mountain ranges. Access to such remarkably 
untouched scenery has never been easier!

The Dempster Highway connects Dawson City with 
the communities of Tsiigehtchic, Fort McPherson 
and Inuvik in the Northwest Territories. Inuvik is 
set in the midst of the huge Mackenzie River Delta 
which empties into the Arctic Ocean and from here 
visitors can travel by boat or plane to other commu-
nities in the Western Arctic region including Aklavik, 
Paulatuk, Tuktoyaktuk and Sachs Harbour.

Breathtaking scenery and northern wildlife make 
a trip up the Dempster Highway an experience 
of a lifetime. The incredible variety of terrain,  
flora and fauna makes this drive one of the most 

unique in North America. Its increasing popular-
ity is a testimony to the beauty of the countryside 
through which the Dempster runs. There are many 
points of interest, the highlight of which is at km 
403 where the Dempster crosses the Arctic Circle.

The highway is open year-round except for short 
periods during spring thaw and fall freeze-up. 
Ferries at the Peel and Mackenzie rivers will 
take you across free of charge from June to Oc-
tober. In winter, ice bridges allow traffic to cross.

Well-maintained campsites and roadside services 
are strategically placed along the length of this 
747 km (450 mile) gravel highway. At km 371 (mile 
231), the Eagle Plains Hotel provides food, accom-
modation and a service station to travellers. The 
communities of Fort McPherson and Arctic Red 
River also offer a number of essential services.

Take the time to visit the Western Arctic Visitors’ 
Information Centre located in the British Yukon 
Navigation Building on Front Street in Dawson 
City. The centre can provide valuable informa-
tion about the sights and attractions along the 
highway and in the Western Arctic region. Road 
condition reports are also available and it is pru-
dent to check these before departing Dawson 
City. Look for the polar bear marking the location 
of the Western Arctic Information Centre on the 
Dawson City Map- Attraction & Service Guide!
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In 1958 the Canadian government made the 
historic decision to build a 671-kilometre (417-
mile) road through the Arctic wilderness from 
Dawson City, Yukon, to Inuvik in the Northwest 
Territories. Oil and gas exploration was boom-
ing in the Mackenzie Delta and the town of 
Inuvik was under construction. The road was 
billed as the first-ever overland supply link to 
southern Canada, where business and political 
circles buzzed with talk of an oil pipeline that 
would run parallel to the road. The two would 
ultimately connect with another proposed 
pipeline along the Alaska Highway.

Twenty Years Later
The Dempster Highway—Canada’s first all-
weather road to cross the Arctic Circle—was 
officially opened on Aug. 18th, 1979, at Flat 
Creek, Yukon. It was touted as a two-lane, 
gravel-surfaced, all-weather highway that ran 
671 kilometres (417 miles) from the Klondike 
Highway near Dawson City to Fort McPherson 
and Arctic Red River in the Northwest Territo-
ries. It also linked with the Mackenzie Highway 

at a point 67 km south of Inuvik. The Canadian 
Armed Forces 1 Combat Engineer Regiment 
from Chilliwack, B.C., built the two major 
bridges over the Ogilvie and Eagle Rivers. Fer-
ries handled the traffic at Fort McPherson and 
Arctic Red River.

The highway didn’t look like your average road 
then, and it doesn’t now. That’s because it’s 
unique in highway design and construction. It 
sits on top of a gravel berm to insulate the per-
mafrost in the soil underneath. The thickness 
of the gravel pad ranges from 1.2 metres up to 
2.4 metres in some places (four feet to eight 
feet). Without the pad, the permafrost would 
melt and the road would sink into the ground.

The Name
The highway is named after Insp. William John 
Duncan Dempster of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP). In his younger days 
as a corporal he was known as ‘The Iron Man 
of the Trail’ for his legendary dogsled jour-
neys from Dawson City to Fort McPherson, 
sometimes in temperatures of 40 degrees 
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below zero. Dempster originally came to the 
Yukon during the Klondike Gold Rush of 1898. 
In winter he personally patrolled the route from 
Dawson to McPherson by dogsled, a 475-mile 
journey that he completed 10 times in four 
years.

The Dempster Today
The Dempster Highway can be a challenge  
for some people, but for most visitors it’s the 
thrill of a lifetime. It’s home to Dall’s sheep, 
mountain goats, moose, woodland and barren

below zero. Dempster originally came to the 
Yukon during the Klondike Gold Rush of 1898. 
In winter he personally patrolled the route from 
Dawson to McPherson by dogsled, a 475-mile 
journey that he completed 10 times in four 
years. 

The highway roughly follows the route of 
Dempster’s trail. He learned it from the 
Gwich’in Indians of the region, and they 
learned it from their ancestors. It was their 
main transportation link between the Yukon 
and Peel river systems. The Gwich’in floated 
triangular rafts down these rivers, carrying 
goods to barter and trade with Loucheux 
Indians, and later with white traders. From the 
turn of the century, Royal North-West Mounted 
Police patrols mushed their dog teams up 
the frozen rivers and creeks and over divides 
between Dawson City and Fort McPherson 
carrying mail, news and the law.

The Dempster Today
The Dempster Highway can be a challenge 
for some people, but for most visitors it’s the 
thrill of a lifetime. It’s home to Dall’s sheep, 
mountain goats, moose, woodland and barren 
ground caribou, wolves, wolverines, lynx, fox, 
along with grizzly and black bears, as well as 
several hundred species of birds-both resident 
and migratory. The sun shines 24 hours a day 
there in the summertime. The land around 
Eagle Plain is a rolling, hilly region that’s cov-
ered with stunted black spruce forest. Because 
of permafrost under the soil, the trees lean in 
all directions, giving them a comical, drunken 
appearance. The explosion of colourful Arctic 
flowers in July can take your breath away. 
Dramatic views are everywhere, and from just 
about anywhere you can see forever. 

Byron Nupp, Arctic Institute of North America 
Symposium, 1969.

DEMPSTER HIGHWAY INFORMATION
Toll Free: 1-800-661-0750
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Tuktoyaktuk

Hamlet of Tuktoyaktuk
Phone: (867) 977-2286
Fax: (867) 977-2110
E-mail: cmacdonald@netkaster.ca

and so much more…

The Lady of Lourdes

Anglican
Church

Aerial view of Tuktoyaktuk

Anglican Log Church

Welcome

Ice HouseCaribou

Pingo

INCORPORATED HAMLET
OF

TUKTOYAKTUK

LAND OF THE PINGOS

Traditionally the Teetl'it Gwich’ in peoples of the area lived
a seasonally nomadic lifestyle, moving between the moun-
tains and the river valleys according to the seasonal hunting
opportunities. The Hudson Bay Company sited a trading
post here in 1858, named after their chief fur trader,
Murdoch McPherson, and a community grew around it, a
pattern typical of many northern settlements.

A picturesque community of 952 located on a rolling plateau
between the Richardson Mountains and the Mackenzie
River Delta. Fort McPherson sits on the edge of the
Dempster Highway, and is a popular stopping off place for
the many travellers heading for the end of the road at Inuvik.

Nature lovers can trek along the Peel River searching out
caribou, sheep, fox and wolf and canoeists can paddle the
Peel on its winding route to the Mackenzie Delta. In the
summer the sun never sets on Fort McPherson, but in spring
and fall sunsets command centre stage as they envelop the
“big” sky of Canada’s far North.

The graveyard is the final resting place of the ‘Lost Patrol’ of
the Royal Northwest Mounted Police. In the winter of
1910-11, they became lost on a 765 km (475 mile) sled-dog
patrol from Fort McPherson to Dawson City, Yukon, in
temperatures of minus 55º (-67º F), or lower, and carrying
minimal rations. They eventually turned back, but perished
only 36 km (22 miles) from Fort McPherson.

In addition to arts and crafts, Fort McPherson is also well
known for its canvas products. Fort McPherson Tent and
Canvas (952-2179) is the hamlet’s largest private employer
and is renowned for sturdy canvas travelling bags… from
stylish backpacks to fashionable briefcases… and for its stur-
dy canvas tents. Tours of the operation can be arranged and
the helpful staff will attend to your product needs.

Fort McPherson • Teetl'it Zheh, House above the river

For information, contact:
Hamlet of Fort McPherson
Ph: 867.952.2428 • Fax 867.952.2725
Box 57, Fort McPherson, NT, X0E 0J0
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Tuk was once the harvesting site for Tuktu, the
caribou. In the past, thousands of Inuvialuit were
scattered along the coast from Herschel Island to
Cape Bathhurst. During the winter from
December to March, they gathered at Kittigazuit,
16 miles from Tuk, at the mouth of the East
Channel of the Mackenzie River Delta. The
harbour provided protection and shelter from the
powerful Beaufort Sea resulting in the establish-
ment of the area as an early shipping point for a
number of communities. A Hudson Bay
Trading Post was established in 1937. The com-
munity has evolved as an important marine port
serving the needs of the Inuvialuit and the oil
and gas industry.

Pingos, huge ice covered hills, provide a startling
backdrop to the community. Formed by a combi-
nation of frost and abundant water, pingos are an
unusual feature of this coastal area. Numerous
pingos surround Tuk. The Inuvialuit has used
two of the largest pingos as landmarks for cen-
turies. The Pingo Canadian Landmark can be
viewed at the south end of the community.

Tuk is accessible by regular flights from Inuvik or
by winter ice road on the Mackenzie River.
Local companies offering the opportunity to
experience traditional Inuvialuit Culture provide
community tours. Experienced guides provide
interpretation of community sites of cultural and
historic significance. A highlight of any Tuk
community tour is going 30 feet below the
ground into the community freezer. Enter rooms
surrounded by walls of permafrost that were once
used to store caribou meat and fish

Big Game Hunting has long been a part of the
traditional way of life in the Western Arctic.
Today experienced Inuvialuit guides and outfit-
ters provide the services of fully guided hunts.
Imagine the experience of hunting polar bear by
dog team on the Beaufort Sea. Guided hunts for
other species include caribou, wolverine, wolf,
grizzly bear and musk oxen.

Arts & Crafts provide a way to preserve tradi-
tional Inuvialuit culture. Local youth learn the
art of carving; drum making and sewing. Carving
continues to be a visual expression of culture in
Tuktoyaktuk. Materials typically include soap-
stone, caribou antler, whale-bone and musk oxen
horns. Carvings are typically of polar bears, inuk-
shuks, igloos, hunters, birds, drum dancers, belu-
ga whales and other traditional items of signifi-
cance.

Traditional drums are made from caribou or seal-
skin and range in diameter from one to four feet.
The drums are held in one hand and beaten with
a stick held in the other hand. Drum dances are
held at community gatherings. The dances and
songs are symbolic of the relationship between
the people and the land.

Materials used in the art of sewing and clothing
production include goose down, muskrat fur,
wolverine-fur, caribou-skin, sealskin, rabbit-skin,
moose-hide and musk oxen wool. Clothing types
include fur hats, mukluk boots, moccasin slippers,
male and female parkas trimmed with animal fur,
bunting bags to carry infants and fur coats.

For information, contact:

Hamlet of Tuktoyaktuk
Ph: 867.977.2286 • Fax 867.977.2110

Box 120, Tuktoyaktuk, NT, X0E 1C0

Dip your toe in the Arctic Ocean

Tuktoyaktuk • Tuktuuyaqtuumukkabsi, Looks like caribou
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Located in a picturesque setting at the con-
fluence of the Arctic Red and Mackenzie
Rivers, the permanent settlement of
Tsiigehtchic was first established as an
Oblate Father Catholic Mission in 1868. In
the early 1870’s, a Hudson Bay Company
trading post was established.

Most of the 170 Gwichya Gwich’in inhabi-
tants still follow a traditional lifestyle of
hunting, fishing and trapping, and many
spend extended peri-
ods of the year living
“out on the land”,

just as they have always done. You may
notice their hunting or fishing camps near
the highway as you pass through.

Tsiigehtchic offers access to the Arctic Red
Heritage River, navigable without portage
for some 200 km (124 miles) upstream
between early June and late September. Stop
in to visit the community centre, visit the
local store and try some renowned Arctic
Red dryfish.

Tsiigehtchic • Arctic Red River, Mouth of the river of iron

For information, contact:
Charter Community of Tsiigehtchic
Ph: 867.953.3201 • Fax 867.953.3302 • Box 4, Tsiigehtchic, NT, X0E 0B0

Not to Miss in Dawson City, Yukon
www.dawsoncity.ca  •  One of the last imaginary places on earth...

1 diamond tooth Gerties casino
Step into the past at Canada’s oldest Casino  

and the Yukon’s most visited attraction.  
Try your luck at games of chance while you enjoy  
a gold rush can-can show.

2 tombstone territorial park
Journey to a land where jagged mountain  

peaks tear through majestic sub-arctic tundra.  
This vast wilderness offers backpackers and  
roadside explorers alike dramatic and serene vistas.

3 Midnight dome  Celebrate the midnight 
sun with a drive to the top of the Dome for the 

most spectacular view of the Klondike.

4 Sourtoe cocktail  Members are inducted 
into the club nightly at the Sourdough Saloon. 

The process involves a mummified human toe!  
It’s as much fun to watch as it is to join.

5 authors on eighth
See the early haunts of world famous writers 

Jack London, Robert Service, and Pierre Berton.

6 dänojà Zho cultural centre
Explore the past, present, and future of the 

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, the First Nations who have 
called this area home for thousands of years.

7 Klondike Spirit
Cruise the Yukon River in nostalgic 

paddlewheeler style with local guides.

8 dawson city Museum  Learn what 
it took to be a Sourdough and research the 

archives to see if there is one in your family tree! 
Don’t miss the adjacent steam locomotives.

9 parks canada 
national Historic Sites 

Take the walking tour and stroll around historic 
downtown Dawson with a costumed guide or tour 
Dredge #4 in the gold fields, North America’s 
largest wooden-hulled, bucket-lined gold dredge.

10 Free Gold panning at claim #6
Pan for gold on the creek that started the 

world’s biggest gold rush.
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For more information:
Debbie Gordon-Ruben
Senior Administrative Officer
P.O. Box 98
Paulatuk, NT
X0E 1N0
Phone: (867) 580-3531
Fax: (867) 580-3703
hopaulatuk@hotmail.com

Paulatuk
• Inuvialuit Traditions

• Hunting & Fishing

• Boat Tours

• Canoeing

• Licensed Tour Operators

The name Paulatuuq means, “a place of soot”.
The hamlet derives its name from the nearby
Smoking Hills, where local Inuit (Inuvialuit)
gathered coal. With a population of 300,
Paulatuuq is a mecca for sports hunting and fish-
ing. The Inuvialuit still depend on a subsistence
lifestyle to feed their families and are guides for
hunting and fishing. The licensed operators will
be happy to take you on boat tours of the area
and you can stay at local camps for a taste of life
on the land. Meet the craftspeople that create
carvings, tapestries and handicrafts in the
Inuvialuit tradition. Wherever you go, whatever
you see, consider Paulatuuq the start of your
adventure.

Places to See
Begin your journey at the new Paulatuuq
Parks Canada Visitors Centre where you will
find information about the people and places
to visit in Paulatuuq, as well as the sites and
experiences that await you in the surrounding
region. Whether you plan to canoe, hike, fish
or hunt, there are spots that will stand in your
memory for life.

For information, contact:
Hamlet of Paulatuuq
Ph: 867.580.3531 • Fax 867.580.3703
General Delivery, Paulatuuq, NT, X0E 1N0

Paulatuk • Paulatuuq, Place of soot
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Big Game Hunting & Fishing

Aulavik  National Park

Tourism Outfitters

Traditional Language & Culture

Annual White Fox Jamboree – First
Weekend of May

Sachs Harbour
Muskox Capital of Canada

For information:
Hamlet of 
Sachs Harbour
Ph: 867.690.4351 
Fax: 867.690.4802
E-mail: rkalsak@gmail.com
Box 90
Sachs Harbour
NT,  X0E 0Z0

Named after the ship Mary Sachs, of the Canadian arc-
tic expedition of 1913, the tiny community formed
around a RCMP post, established in 1953. Banks Island
had been inhabited by Pre-Dorset peoples over 3,500
years ago and Thule Inuit 500 years ago, but remained
deserted for several centuries, until modern times.

Today, with a population of about 150, the traditional
lifestyle of hunting, trapping and fishing is still very much
alive and Sachs Harbour is known as the “Muskox
Capital of Canada”. Guided tours to view wildlife, birds
and flowers are available. Outfitting for big-game hunts
for muskox and polar bears can be arranged with the
local Hunters and Trappers Association. Local crafts
include the spinning and weaving of qiviut, the silk-like
wool of the muskox into fine scarves and sweaters.

Sachs Harbour • Ikahuk, Place where one crosses over 

For information, contact:
Hamlet of Sachs Harbour
Ph: 867.690.4351 • Fax 867.690.4802
Box 90, Sachs Harbour, NT, X0E 0Z0
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Ulukhaktok • Place one finds material to make ulus
The nineteenth century whalers seldom
penetrated as far east as Amundsen Gulf,
consequently the explorer Vilhjalmur
Stefansson was the first qallunaaq, or white
man, to visit the Copper Inuit people on
the west side of Victoria Island, in 1911.
The permanent community formed around
a trading post, established in 1940, to capi-
talize on a then-booming arctic fox fur trap-
ping industry.

Father Henri Tardi came to Ulukhaktok,
from France, as an Oblate missionary in
1939, and taught the skills of printmaking.
Ulukhaktok is now famous for its Inuit
print artists and their work.

With a population of approximately 450
people, Ulukhaktok boasts a top quality

nine-hole public golf course, and hosts the
“Billy Joss Golf Tournament, the most
northernly tournament in Canada. Local
guides can help you to also enjoy naturalist
expeditions, top quality sport fishing for
arctic char and lake trout, and sport hunts.

For information, contact:
Hamlet of Ulukhaktok
Ph: 867.396.8000 • Fax 867.396.8001
Box 157, Ulukhaktok, NT, X0E 0S0

Ulukhaktok • Traditional Arts & Crafts

• Home of the Most 
Northernly Golf 
Tournament in Canada 
the Annual Billy Joss Golf 
Tournament

• Sports Hunting

• Tour Operators

For information contact:
Ulukhaktok Adventures
Limited
Ph: (867) 396-4808
Fax: (867) 396-3025
P.O. Box 695515
Ulukhaktok, NT X0E 0S0
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Aklavik
The Aklavik Mad Trapper Rendezvous takes
place annually on the Easter weekend.
Come out and enjoy…

• dog races
• community feast
• snowmobile races
• cultural events
• square dancing
• drum dancing
• jigging contest
• talent show
• fun games
• and much more.

Hope to see you there!

For more information call the Hamlet office at (867) 978-2351

Established on the Peel River in 1918, not far from the
foot of the Richardson Mountains, is the most westerly
community in the NWT, with a population of approxi-
mately 631 people.

It has always been, and still is, a meeting place and home
for both the Gwich’in and the Inuvialuit peoples. Many
of the inhabitants still follow the traditional way of life -
hunting, fishing and trapping. Aklavik was the trapping,
trading and transportation centre for the Mackenzie
Delta until the establishment of Inuvik, which was built
to take over this function. But many residents of Aklavik
refuse to relocate and are now proud to call their home
“the town that wouldn’t die”.

Twenty years after the tragic Lost Patrol incident, the
RCMP were involved in another wild and frozen trek,
this time in pursuit of the Mad Trapper of Rat River. No
one knows for sure who Albert Johnson was or where he
came from… only that a Mountie was shot at Johnson’s
cabin while investigating other trappers’ complaints of
pelt thefts.

The ensuing manhunt took 40 days and captured the imag-
ination of a continent before the Mad Trapper died in a
flurry of shots on the snow covered barrens of the Yukon’s
Eagle River, over 100 km from Fort McPherson. He had
covered hundreds of kilometres without provisions or a dog
team and tested the Mounties to their limits.

This is the final resting place of Albert Johnson, the leg-
endary “Mad Trapper of Rat River” who made national
news in the bitter winter of 1931-32.

Aklavik • Aklarvik, Place where one gets grizzly bear

For information, contact:
Hamlet of Aklavik
Ph: 867.978.2351 • Fax 867.978.2434 • Box 88, Aklavik, NT, X0E 0A0
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2010 InuvIk & Beaufort Delta annual events CalenDar
Contact us for more information on these exciting events!

Phone: (867) 777-8618  •  Fax (867) 777-8619 • www.inuvik.ca

JANUARY
January 9
23rd Annual  
Sunrise Festival
Inuvik

January 9 – 10
Inuvik Curling 
Club Government 
Bonspiel
Inuvik

January 16 – 17
Inuvik Curling 
Club Playdowns 
(Seniors)
Inuvik

January 21 – 24
NWT Senior Curling 
Championships
Inuvik

FEbRUARY
February 6 – 7
Inuvik Curling Club 
Playdowns (Mixed)
Inuvik

February 13 – 14
Gwich’in/Inuvialuit 
Bonspiel
Inuvik

February 19 – 21
Oilperson’s  
Curling Bonspiel
Inuvik

MARch
March 5 – 7
Canadian North 
Curling Bonspiel
Inuvik

March 13 – 14
Beaufort Delta 
Sahtu School 
Championships
Inuvik

March 26 – 29
53rd Muskrat  
Jamboree
Inuvik

March 26 – 29
Inuvik Curling Club 
Junior Funspiel
Inuvik

March 26 – 29
Inuvik Figure  
Skating Carnival
Inuvik

March 26 – 29
Mackenzie Cup
Inuvik

ApRiL
Top of the World 
Ski Loppet
Inuvik

April 2 – 5
Mad Trapper  
Jamboree
Aklavik

April 9 – 10
Beluga Jamboree
Tuktoyaktuk

April 9 – 10
Peel River  
Jamboree
Ft. McPherson

MAY
First weekend 
in May
Fireman’s Ball
Inuvik

JUNE
June 8 – 10
Ride for Sight
Inuvik

June 21
National  
Aboriginal Day
National

June 23 – 24
Inuvik  
Petroleum Show
Inuvik

Saturday closest 
to Solstice
Midnight Sun  
Fun Run &  
Half Marathon
Inuvik

JULY
July 1
Canada Day  
Triathlon
Inuvik

July 2 – mid-August
Summer Day Camp
Inuvik

July 9 – 18
Great Northern  
Arts Festival
Inuvik

July 18
Parks Day
National

AUGUst
7th Annual End of 
The Road Music 
Festival
Inuvik

Inuvik Arena  
Ice User Group 
Meeting
Inuvik

sEptEMbER
Inuvik Darts  
Tournament
Inuvik

Terry Fox Run
National

Mid-September
Community  
Registration Night
Inuvik

OctObER
Delta Daze
Inuvik

3rd Saturday in Oct
Volunteer  
Appreciation  
Night
Inuvik

NOvEMbER
Community  
Christmas  
Craft Sale
Inuvik

DEcEMbER
Christmas Light Up 
& Decorating Event
Inuvik

Ingamo Hall 12 
Days of Christmas
Inuvik

Event dates are 
subject to change. 

Please contact 
community for 
confirmation.
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MeMber of the LegisLative asseMbLy
Welcome to Inuvik. You’ve crossed the Arctic Circle, reached the end of the historic Dempster 
Highway, the Delta of the Mackenzie River and the gateway to the Arctic Ocean. 
We welcome you to your destination - a place that rewards your travel with a wealth of culture, 
wilderness, history, and adventure.
Enjoy a sunny afternoon that lasts all night, or bundle up and watch the lights blaze across 
a cold winter night. Meet the warm, welcoming smiles of Gwich’in and Inuvialuit who have 
worked and played here for time immemorial, along with a host of diverse other cultures who 
now call Inuvik home.
Just over five decades old, Inuvik has grown from a small settlement to a thriving service centre 
for the Beaufort Delta region, a hub of oil and gas exploration, world-class conferences and a 
centre for climate change research. 
Meaning “Place of Man” in the Inuvialuit language, to me, Inuvik also means so much more. 
We have a year-round playground here, for residents and visitors alike. Celebrate the return of 

spring at our Muskrat Jamboree, the Great Northern Arts Festival in 
the summer, drive down the Dempster through autumn splendour, and 
enjoy the Sunrise Festival in the winter. 
There is something for everyone here in Inuvik. We thank you for 
visiting. 

www.assembly.gov.nt.ca

Hon. Floyd K. Roland, MLA 
Inuvik Boot Lake
Constituency office
tel (867) 777-4693  |  fax (867) 777-4694

MeMber of the LegisLative asseMbLy
Welcome to inuvik, a resilient Community.
Inuvik has much to offer including the Great Northern Arts Festival, The Muskrat Jamboree 
Winter Carnival, The IRC Cup Native Hockey Tournament, The Canadian North Open Curling 
Bonspiel and for the past ten years The Inuvik Petroleum Show where industry continues to 
find ways to invest in economic future of the Beaufort Delta region.

Inuvik’s main attraction has to be the people, from the Inuvialuit and Gwich’in with our  
cultural history to the many people of different origins who have made Inuvik their home and 
add to the rich diversity of our community.

Inuvik is also the gateway to Aklavik, Tuktoyaktuk, Ft. McPherson, Tsiigehtchic, Sachs Harbour, 
Ulukhaktok and Paulatuk and I believe that once you have experienced our community and 
surrounding area you will leave with many lasting memories.

www.assembly.gov.nt.ca

MLA, Inuvik Twin Lakes,
Robert C. McLeod
Phone: (867) 678-2429
fax: (867) 678-2431
e-mail:  robert_c_mcleod@gov.nt.ca



Inuvik Northwest Territories
...your meeting & conference destination

www.inuvik.ca

th Annual

conference over 700 attendees
tradeshow over 115 exhibitors

bring your next meeting to the top of the world 

whether your group is five

...or five hundred

10Inuvik Petroleum Show
June 23rd & 24th, 2010
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INUVIK

Enjoy

Explore

Stay

Celebrate

Discover

campgrounds • hotels • bed & breakfasts • chalets & cabins 

 24 hour sunlight (summer) • full amenities • recreation facilities

sunrise festival • muskrat jamboree • great northern arts festival

dempster highway • mackenzie delta • ice roads (winter)

northern arts, culture & hospitality • arctic wildlife • local attractions 
867.777.8618

 www.inuvik.ca
tourism@town.inuvik.nt.ca




