
NP$ Form 10.900
&dl)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

oilB No. t@4_oor8
Erp. |o-3r-Or

For NPS ur only

received

date entered
National Register of Historic Places
Inventory-Nomination Form
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type al l  entr ies-complete appl icable sections

l . Name

historic Frank Pisat Farmstead cNeHBS tl SA00-3)

and or common Joseph Kastanek Faru

2. Location
street & number N/A X 

not for publication

city, town Dorchester X .vicinity ol

state Nebraska code 031 county Saline 151
code

3, Glassification
C.icgory Owncrship stelu3 PrG3enl U3c
---?- dlstrict ---v- public --X* occupied -lL egrlculture - museum

^ bulldlng(s) -: private - unoccupied - commerclal - park
- slructure - both - work in progress - educational j- pilvrte .esidence
- site Publlc Acqui3llaon Acca33lblc - enteitainment - religlous
- obiecl NIA In process -lL yes: restricted - government - scientltic

- being considered -- yes: unresl.icted - industrial - transpoatatlon
- no - nilitary _ other:

4. Owner of Property
name Joseph Kastanek, Jr.

street & number R. F. D. {tZ

citY, town Dorchester X vicinity of state Nebraska

5. Location of Legal Description

courlhouse, registry ol deeds, etc. County C1-erk, Saline County Courthouse

street & number N/A

clty, lown Wilber state Nebraska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

thle Nehraska Eistollc Euildings Survey ha3 this proporty b€en determlncd ctlglble? - yG" X no

dale 0n-going - federal X sute - county - local

depository for survey records Nebraska State Historical Society

clty, town Lincoln state Nebraska



7. Description

Condition
-- ercellent
- good

x tair

Check one
- deteriorated - unaltered
- ruins X altered
- unexposed

Check one
-X-- original site
-- moved date

N/A

Dcccribe thc prerent and original l i l  knownf physical appea?ance

T h e  F r a n k  P i s a r  f a r r n s t e a d  i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  c e n t r a i  S a l i n e
C o u n t y r  N e b r a s k a  a n d  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  e l e v e n  c o n t r i b u t  i n g  s t r u c -
t u r e s  a n d  b u i  l d i n g s  w h i c h  s u p p o r t e d  a  d i v e r s : . f  i e d  g e n e r a l  f a r m l n g
o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  I a t e  1 9 t h  a n d  e a r l y  e O t h  c e n t u r i e s .  T h e
I o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a r m  a l o n g  a  s m a l l  l r m e s t o n e  v e i n  m a d e  t h i s
b u i  I d i n g  m a t e r i a l  r e a d i  1 y  a v a i  I a b l e  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e
o r i g i n a l  h o u s e  a n d  b a r n .  S t r u c t u r a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e g r i t y  h a s
b e e n  m a i n t a i n e d .

G e n e r a l  I n f o r m a t  i o n

T h e  F r a n k  P i  s a r  f a r m s t e a d  i s  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r  o f
S a l  i n e  C o u n t y  r  N e b r a s k a  r  t w o  a n d  o n e - h a I f  m i  l e s  s o u t h  o f  t h e  n o w
d e f u n c t  v i l l a g e  o f  P l e a s a n t  H i l l .  T h e  B O  a c r e  t r a c t  w h i c h  c o r n -
p r i s e s  t h i s  n o m i n a t i o n  i s  t h e  o r i , g n i a l  h o m e s t e a d  u p o n  w h i c h  P i s a r
f i l e d  i n  t 8 7 ? .  T h o u g h  P i s a r  i n c r e a s e d  h i s  f a r m  l a n d  i n  l a t e r

/ € s r - s r  t h i s  s r n a l  I e r  o r i g i n a l  t r a c t  p r o v i d e s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n -
t e x t u a l  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  f a r m y a r d  b u i l d i n g s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s
n o m i n a t i o n .  T h i s  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  a r e a  o f  N e b r a s k a
w h i c h  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l y  s u p p o r t s  g e n e r a l  d i v e r s i f  i e d  f a r m i n g  a n d  i = - .
s i  t u a t e d  i n  t h e  w a t e r - s h e d  o f  S p r  i n g  C r e e k  r  a  t r  i b u t a r y  o f  T u r - k e y
C r e e k  .  T h e  f a r m  i  s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  n o r  t h e a s t e r n  e n d  o f  a  E m a  I  I
1 i m e s t o n e  v e i n  w h i c h  s u p p l  i e d  b u i  I d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  s t r u c -
t u r e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n .  T h e  i n v e n t o r - y  o f  p r i n c i p a l
b u i  l d i n g s  a n d  E t r u c t u r e s  f o I  l o w  w i t h  t h e i r  n u m b e r s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g
t o  t h o s e  o n  t h e  a c c o m p a n y  i  n g  s  i  t e  m a p  .

C o n t r i b u t i n g  B u i  l d i n g s  A n d  S t r u c t u r e s

i .  S t o n e  n o t r = .  ( p h o t o s  I t  ? t  3 ,  4 r  5 )  b u i l t  L 8 7 7 r  c n P  a n d  o n e
h a l f  s t o r  i e s r  n B t i v e  l  i m e s t o n e  l a i d  i n  r u b b l e - s t o n e  t e c h n i q u e i

b r i c k  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e s  o v e r  f a c a d e  o p e n i n g s i  o n e  d o r m e r  w i n d o w  o n

b o t h  t h e  e a s t  a n d  w e s t  f a c a d e s i  w o o d  s h i n g l e d  r o o f ;  r n a i n  l e v e l
c o n s i  s t s  o f  t w o  r o o m s  i n  a  h a l  l - p a r  l o r  o r  h a l  l - c h a m b e r  a r r a n g e -
m e n t ;  l o f t  l e v e l  i s  o n e  l a r g e  s p a c e ;  o r i g i n a l  a c c e s s  t o  s e c o n d
I  e v e  I  w a s  a  I  o n g  e x  t e r  i  o r  e a s t  f a c a d e  w  i  t h  e n t r y  t h e  t h r o u g h
d o r r n e r  i n  a n  O t d  h j o r l d  f a s h i o n ;  a n  i n t e r i o r  s t a i r w a y  w a s  l a t e r
i n s t a l l e d  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a n d  e a s t e r n  w a I I s  o f  t h e  h o u s e i  d a t e

s t o n e  i s  s e t  a b o v e  f r o n t  d o o r r  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  b r i c k i  h o u s e  t s  n o w

u s e d  f o r  a g r  i  c u  1  t u r  a  I  s t o r  a g e  .
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? .  S t o n e  b a r n  ( p h o t o s  6 t  7 t  8 r  9 )  b u i l t  1 8 8 8 ;  r e c t a n g u l a r  p l a n r
g a b  l e  r o o f  i  l e a n - t o  c a t t  I e  s h e d  a l o n g  e a s t  f a c a d e  i  m a r b  l e  d a t e
s t o n e  a b o v e  s o u t h  d o o r w a y  (  p h o t o  B  )  r e a d s :  " S t a v e n o  R o k  .  1 8 8 8
h a k l a d e m  F r a n k a  P i s a r  S t a v i t e l  J a n  M a r u s k a  a  J o s .  P i s a r "  i  b a r n
s t u c c o e d  t 9 3 7 :

6 .  C o r n  c r i b  ( p h o t o s  t ? t  1 3 )  b u i  I t  1 9 1 0 ' s  o f  p e r f o r a t e d  c o n -
c r e t e  b l o c k s i  o v a l  s h a p e  ( e . 9 .  t w o  c y l  i n d e r s  d i v i d e d  b y  c e n t r a l
p a s s a g e  )  w i  t h  c e n t r a l  d r  i v e  t h r o u g h  s e p a r a t  i n g  t w o  c r  i b s  i  f r a m e
h e a d  h o u s e  c o v e r e d  w i  t h  t  i  n  a t o p  t h e  s t r u c  t u r e .

7 .  H o g  h o u s e  s m a l l  o c t a g o n a l  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e i  b u i l t  c B .  l ? 1 O ' s .

8 .  C a t t l e  b a r n  ( p h o t o s  1 3 r  1 6 )  r e c t a n g u l a r  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e ;
w o o d  s h  i  n g  I  e d  r  g a b  I  e d  r o o f  .

9 .  G a r a g e  ( p h o t o  1 6 r  1 7 >  b u i l t  c a  1 9 3 0 ' s i  f r a m e r  e a b l e d  e n -
t r a n c e .

1 O .  t l i n d m i l l  t o w e r  ( p h o t o s  L 6 r t ? ,  s t e e l  t o w e r r  e a r l y  e O t h  c e n -
t u r y i  u s e d  t o  p u m p  w a t e r i  a t t a c h e d  s t e e l  l a d d e r  l e a d s  t o  p l a t -
f o r m i  f a n  b l a d e s  a r e  m i s s i n g  h o w e v e r  g e a r  b o x  a n d  v a n e  r e m a i n .

1 1 .  C e l l a r  v i s i b l e  e a r t h e n  m o u n d  w i t h  s t o n e  r e i n f o r c e d  e n t r y i
v e n t  i  l a t i o n  p i p e  p e n e t r a t e s  m o u n d .

L e .  T w o  p o u l t r y  s h e d s  (  p h o t o  I  )  s m a  I  I  f r a m e  s h e d - r o o f e d
b u i  I d i n g s .

1 3 .  O u t h o u s e  ( p h o t o  1 4 )  s q u a r e  f r a m e  b u i  l d i n g  w i t h  s h e d  r o o f  i
d o o r w a y  o n  e a s t  f a c a d e t  d i m i n u t i v e  v e n t i  l a t i o n  o p e n i n g  o n  s o u t h .

1 4 .  F i v e  h o g / s h e e p  s h e d s  ( p h o t o  1 3 r 1 4 t 1 6 )  r e c t a n g u l a r  f r a m e
o u t b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  g a b l e  a n d  s h e d  r o o f  l i n e s ;  d o o r s  a n d  w i n d o w s
o r i e n t e d  i n  s o u t h - f a c i n g  d i r e c t i o n .

Non  Con t r  i bu t  i ng  Bu i  Id  i  ngs

3 .  F r a m e  h o u s e  ( p h o t o s  1 5 r  1 6 )  b u i  l t  1 9 5 O i  o n e  a n d  o n e - h a l f
s t o r y i  r e c t a n g u l a r  p l a n  w i t h  e x t e n s i o n i  g a b l e  r o o f .

4 .  G a r a g e  c a  1 ? 5 O i  f r a r n e r  F € c t a n g u l a r  p l a n i  g a b l e  r o o f  .

5 .  l ' l a c h i n e  s h e d  ( p h o t o  t 6 t  b a c k g r o u n d )  l a r g e  m e t a I  q u o n s e t
b u i l d i n g .

?
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I  n tegr  i  ty

H i s t o r i c a l  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  i s  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  a I  I
c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i  l d i n g s  a n d  s t r u c t u r e s ,  T h e  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  f a r m -
y a r d  s t i  I  I  d i s p l a y s  i t s  m o d i f i e d  c e n t r a l  E u r o p e a n  c o u r t y a r d  p l a n .
T h e  b u i  l d  i n g s  a r e  v i r t u a l  l y  u n a l  t e r e d  i  s h o w  m i n o r  d e t e r  i o r a t i o n .

g
(
+
:.

3



8. Significance

P.rlod A?c.3 ol Signiticancc-Check and iu3tily bclow
-- prehistoric alcheology-prehistoric community planning - landscape erchileclure rellgion

--- 140(F1499 - archeology-historic conservalion _,_. law ,_- 3cience
-- 150G-1599 lL agriculture -- economics -- li leraturc -,- 3culpiure
- 160F1699 --X. archltecture --. educallon ,-- military - - soclau
- -v 170(F1799 art engineering - - mu3ic humanilarlan
--a 180Gt899 - - commerce - , exploration/settlemenl -., .. philosophy - lhcrter

1900- communications industry --- politicsi govcrnmenl _- lransporiallon
invention _A other (3pecify)

3p.G l ' . ccerc r l877-c .19 t9au i tae r , l r c l i r | c t r i . " tp r " i i l * ' * ; ;a@

Sl.t.mcnt ol Slgnitic.ncr lln on. p.r.gr.phl

T h e  F r a n k  P i s a r  f a r m s t e a d  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e
u n d e r  C r i t e r i o n  C  f o r  i t ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  f o l k  m a t e r i a l  t e c h -
n o l o g y  a n d  B o h e m i a n - A m e r  i c a n  c u l t u r e .  E t h n i c a l  l y ,  t h e  f a r m s t e a d
c o n v e y s  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  B o h e m i a n  h e r i t a g e  i n  t h e  I o o s e l y  a r r a n g e d
c o u r t y a r d  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s .  T h e  P i s a r  f a r m s t e a d  i s
s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  u n d e r  C r i t e r i o n  A  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f
S o u t h e a s t e r n  N e b r a s k a  G e n e r a l  F a r m i n g .

H  I  S T O R Y

B o h e m i a n  a n d  M o r a v i a n  i m m i g r a n t s  f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  S a l i n e
C o u n t y  i n  1 8 6 5  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  1 8 5 a  H o m e s t e a d  A c t .  B y
t h e  1 8 7 O ' s :  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  i n f l u x  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  s o o n  g a v e  S a l i n e
C o u n t y  t h e  s e c C I n d  I  a r g e s t  C z e c h  p o p u  I  a t  i  o n  i  n  t h e  S t a  t e  o f
N e b r  a s k  a  .

F r a n t i s e k  " F r a n k "  P i s a r  (  1 B 4 O - L 9 e 9  )  w a s  a  n a t i v e  o f  S t e j s k a r
J i n d r i c h u v r  H r a d e c  r  B o h e m i a .  I n  L A 7 ? '  P i s a r  '  h i s  w  j . f e  T e r e z i e
a n d  t h e i r  c h i  l d r e n  l e f  t  B o h e r n i a  a n d  h o r n e s t e a d e d  t h i s  8 0  a c r e
t r a c t  i n  P l e a s a n t  H i  t  I  P r e c  i n c t  r  S a l  i n e  C o u n t y .  P i s a r  w a s  a n
e n t e r p r  i  s  i  n g  f  a r m e r  a n d  b y  1 8 8 5  h e  c l w n e d  e O 9  a c r e s  o f  i  m p r o v e d
I  a n d  p  I  u s  1  1 0  a c r e s  o f  p e r m a n e n t  r n e a d o w s  r  h a d  s e v e r a  I  h e a d  o f
I  i v e s t o c k  a n d  a  l a r g e  o r c h a r d .  P i s a r  a l s o  m a i n t a i n e d  a n  a p i a r y
a n d  i  n  1 8 8 4  '  h e  p r o d u c e d  4 5  p o u n d s  o f  h o n e y .  H e - m a n a g e d  a  n e a r  I  y
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  f a r m i n g  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  b u i l t  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  f r u i t
c e l l a r s  o ! '  c a v e s  f o r  p r o d u c e  s t o r a g e .

T h e  a r e a  w h e r e  P i s a r  s e t t l e d  i s  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a
l i m e s t o n e  v e i n .  T h i s  v e i n  e x t e n d s  f r o r n  s e c t i o n  e ?  ( P i s a r ' s

s e c t i o n )  a n d  s e c t i o n  e 3  a n d  r u n s  i n  a  s o u t h - w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n
a b o u t  l a  m i l e s  t o  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  t o w n  o f  N e s t e r n r  a l s o  i n
S a I  i n e  C o u n t y .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l  s m a l  I  r o c k  q u a r r i e s  a n d
L  i m e  k i  l n s  o p e n e d  i n  t h i s  p r e c i n c t  t h r o u g h  t h e  v e a r s .  M o s t
q u a r r i e s  w e r e  u s e d  b y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l a n d o w n e r  f o r  h i s  p e r s o n a l
n e e d s r  h o w e v e r l  a  f e w  c o m p a n i e s  l e a s e d  l a n d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a n d
o p e r a t e d  k  i  l n s  a n d  q u a r r  i e s  f o r  c o m m e r c  i a l  c o n s t r u c t  i o n  a n d  a g r  i -
c u i t u r a l  u s e .
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ARCH I  TECTURE

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  I y r  t h e  P i s a r  h o u s e  ( 1 8 7 7  )  a n d  b a r n  (  1 8 8 8 )  a r e
s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t w o  h i s t o r i c  c o n t e x t s  f o l k  m a t e r i a l  t e c h n o l o g y
a n d  B o h e m i a n  c u l  t u r e .  I s o l a t e d  I  i m e s t o n e  o u t c r o p p i n g s  a r e  a n
u n u s u a l  t o p o g r a p h  i c  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  S a I  i n e  c o u n t y  e n v i r o n m e n t .
T h e  l o c a l  v e i n  o f  l i m e s t o n e  p r o d u c e d  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  j u s t
f i v e  h o u s e s l  s € V € r a l  o u t b u i l d i n g s r  f o u n d a t i o n s  a n d  r o a d  r o c k r  a s
f a r  a s  h a s  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  r  p r i m a r i  I y  i n  P l e a s a n t  H i  I  I  p r e c  i n c t .
T h e  P i s a r  h o u s e  a n d  b a r n  r e m a i n  a s  t h e  o n l y  t w o  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t
h a v e  n o t  f a l  l e n  t o  r u i n .  B e c a u s e  t h i s  I  i m e s t o n e  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y
p o o r  i n  t e n s i  l e  s t r e n g t h  r  b u i  I d e r s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  u s e  m e t h o d s
o t h e r  t h a n  s t o n e  f o r  I  i n t e l s  i n  s p a n n i n g  s t r u c t u r a l  o p e n i n g s .
T h e  c h o i c e  o f  b r i c k  f o r  t h e  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e s  o v e r  d o o r s  a n d
w i n d o w s  i m p a r t  a n  a e s t h e t i c a l l y  p l e a s i n g  v i s u a l  e f f e c t  i n  t h e
s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  t e c h n i c a l  p r o b l e m .

L i m e s t o n e  b u i l d i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  s e v e r a l
a r e a s  a r o u n d  N e b r a s k a  d u r i n g  t h e  p i o n e e r i n g  p e r i o d s .  T h e  l a r g e s t
c o n t i g u o u s  a r e a  i s  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  N e b r a s k a r  c o r n p r i s i n g  C a s s r
O t o e r  N e m a h a r  R i c h a r d s o n r  J o h n s o n  a n d  P a w n e e  c o u n t i e s l  a n d  p a r t s
o f  G a g e  I  L a n c a s t e r  r  S a r p y  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  c o u n t  i  e s .  S a  I  i  n e  C o u n t y
I  i e s  o u t s i d e  t h i s  a r e a i  t h e  P l e a s a n t  H i  t  I  o u t c r o p p i n g s  g e n e r a l  l y
b e i n g  o f  p o o r e r  q u a l  i t y  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  a r e a .  P a r t i c u l a r
t e c h n i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p o o r e r  q u a l  i  t y  s t o n e  i s  t h e  u s e
o f  r u b b  1 e - s t o n e  r n a s o n r y  r  s o m e t  i  m e s  w  i  t h  d r e s s e d  f  a c e s  r  a n d  t h e
u s e  o f  s e g m e n t a l  o r  j a c k  a r c h e s  f o r  s t r u c t u r a l  o p e n i n g s  r a t h e r
t h a n  s t o n e  l i n t e l s  ( t h e  P l o u z e k  h o u s e r  a  n e a r b y  r u i n r  u e e d  s t o n e
f o r  t h e  a r c h e s )  .  T h e  P i s a r  b u i  l d i n g s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  e x p r e s s  t h i s
g e o l o g i c  a s p e c t l  d o i n g  s o  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  f o l k  r n a s o n r y
c u  I  t u r e  .

E t h n i c  a r c h  i  t e c t u r a l  a s s o c  i a t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e
u s e  o f  s t o n e  r n a s o n r !  r  8  c o n s t r u c t  i o n  t e c h n i q u e  w h i c h  w a s  r e l a -
t i v e l y  n e w  t o  B o h e m i a n  e r n i g r a n t s .  S t o n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  O l d
C o u n t r y  b y  p e a s a n t  f  a r m e r s  w a s  r n a d e  p o s s i b  l e  o n l y  a f  t e r  t h e
p e a s a n t ' s  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  c h a n g e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  s e v e r a l  r e f o r m s
b e g i n n i n g  i n  t 7 8 1  a n d  c u l  t i m i n a t i n g  i n  | A T A  ( P u s k a r  &  T h u r z o  r
e 5 6 ) .  U , l i t h  n e w l y  a c q u i r e d  f r e e d o m  a n d  e n h a n c e d  e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s r
n e w  h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t r  a n d  o l d  h o u s e s  r e m o d e l e d r  u s i n g  s t o n e
r n a s o n r y  o r  p l a s t e r i n g  i n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  r n a s o n r y .  T h e  o l d e r ' t e c h -
n i q u e  r  p B r t  i c u l  a r  l y  i n  B o h e m i a  r  o f  h o r  i  z o n t a l  l o g  c o n s t r u c t  i o n
g a v e  w a y  t o  n e w l y  a c q u i  r e d  m a s o n r y  s k  i  I  I  s .  N a m e  a n d  d a t e  s t o n e s
p r o m i n e n t l y  d i s p l a y e d  o n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d
w i t h  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

a
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ificance

I n  t h e  N e w  W o r  l d  r  a  v a r  i e t y  o f  m a s o n r y  t e c h n i q u e s  w e r e
e m p  I  o y e d  b y  B o h e m i  a n - A m e r  i  c a n s .  I  n  S o u t h  D a k o  t a  r  a  n u m b e r  o f
e x a m p l e s  o f  a  c r u d e  r u b b l e  a n d  c l a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a r e  k n o w n .  I n
N e b r a s k a r  t h e  Z a v a d i l  h o u s e  ( l i s t e d  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c
P l a c € s r  C e d a r  C o u n t y )  i s  t h e  b e s t - k n o w n r  e m p l o y i n g  a  c o m b i n a t i o n
o f  f i e l d  s t o n e  m a s o n r y  w i t h  d r e s s e d  c h a l k - r o c k  t r i m .  T h e  P i s a r
h o u s e  a n d  b a r n  i s  n o t a b l e  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  r  b e i n g  b u i  I  t  o f  d r e s s e d
( f a c e d  )  s t o n e  l a i d  i n  a  u n i f o r m  r u b b l e  p a t t e r n .  T h e  d e c o r a t i v e
n a r n e  a n d  d a t e  s t o n e s  o n  b o  t h  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  t h e  b a r n  a r e  s y m -
b o l  i c a l  l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  t h e  n e w  s t a t u s  o f  B o h e m i a n  e m i g r a n t s  i n
t h e  N e w  W o r  I  d  .

F o r m a l  l y r  n o  k n o w n  B o h e m i a n  a n t e c e d e n t s  e x i s t  f o r  t h e  P i s a r
h o u s e  o r  b a r n  ( a l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s u c h  f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n
b a r n  t o  b e  r e c o r d e d  i n  N e b r a k a ) .  T h e  h o u s e r  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d p
a p p e a r s  t o  b e  m o d e  I  e d  a f t e r  A m e r  i  c a n  t y p e S  r  e x c e p  t  i  n - s o - f a r  a s
t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a i r  t o  t h e  I o f t  e x i s t e d  o n l y  o n  t h e  e x t e r i o F r  w i t h
a c c e s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  r o o f  d o r r n e r  .  T h  i s  u n u s u a l  d e s i g n  f  e a t u r e  i  s
v e r y  t y p  i c a l  l y  c e n t r a l  a n d  e a s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  i n  c h a r a c t e r  r  a n d  h a s
b e e n  n o t e d  a s  s u c h  i n  s e v e r a l  N e b r a s k a  h o u s e s .

E t h n i c a l l y r  t h e  P i s a r  f a r r n s t e a d  a l s o  c o n v e y s  t h e  B o h e m i a n
h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  P i s a r  f a m i  l y  i n  t h a t  t h e  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  b u i  l d i n g s
t y p i f y  a  m o d i f i e d  C e n t r a l  E u r o p e a n  c o u r t y a r d  d e s i g n .  T h e  f e n c  i n g
p a t t e r n s  a n d  m a j o r  s t r u c t u r a l  o p e n i n g s  d  i r e c t  f a r m  a c t  i v i  t  i e s
t o w a r d  a  c e n t r a l  c o u r t y a r d l  a  s p a c e  w h i c h  w a s  t i g h t l y  a r r a n g e d  i n
t h e  O l d  C o u n t r y r  b u t  w h i c h  w a s  r e t a i n e d  i n  a  l o o s e l y  o r g a n i z e d
f a s h i o n  b y  B o h e m i a n s  i n  t h e  N e w  N o r l d .  O n e  o f  t h e  b e t t e r
N e b r a s k a  e x a r n p l e s  i s  t h e  P a v e l k a  f a r m s t e a d  i n  t , l e b s t e r  C o u n t y
(  I  i s t e d  r  N a t  i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r  i c  P l a c e s )  .

AGR I  CULTURE

T h e  P i s a r  f a r m s t e a d  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  a g r  i c u l  t u r e  i n
t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  S o u t h e a s t e r n  N e b r a s k a  G e n e r a l  F a r m i n g .  T h e  S a l  i n e
C o u n t y  a r e a  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  w e s t e r n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  b r o a d e r  r
m i d w e s t e r n  c o r n b e l t  f a r m i n g  s y s t e m  w h i c h  e s t a b l  i s h e d  t h e  n a t  i o n
a s  a  l e a d i n g  p r o d u c e r  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s .  T h i s  t y p e  o f
f a r m i n g  e n c o u r a g e d  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y .  6 r a i n  a n d  f o r a g e  c r o p s  w e r e
p l a n t e d  i n  r o t a t i o n r  w i t h  t h e  f e e d  p r o d u c e d  u s e d  t o  f a t t e n  t h e
I  i v e s t o c k  (  S c h a f  e r  &  M u r p h y  )  .  T h e  P i s a r  f  a r n i  l y  m a i n t a i n e d  a
l a r g e  o r c h a r d  a n d  b e e  a p i a r y  w h i c h  f u r t h e r  e n h a n c e d  t h e  s e l f -
s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  T h e  f i n e  a n d  e x t e n s i v e  c o m p l e x  o f
b u i  l d i n g s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i  t h  t h e  f a r m  w e l  l - r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p r o p e r t y
t y p e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i  t h  G e n e r a l  F a r m i n g  i  t h e  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  i n -

3
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9. Major Bibliographical References

See contlnuation sheet

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property 80 acres

Ouadrangle Pleasant Hi l l .  Nebr .
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11. Form Prepared By
name/t i t le Janet Jef f r ies Spencer,  Cul tural Ili st o r ian ; _!3y id_ Ifr_f!y_:_4fg!i_t scJ __

organizat ion Nebraska State Histor ical  Society date January 1986

street & number 1500 R Street telephone 4O2 / 47 L-47 67

clty or town Lincoln state Nebraska

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
ffre evlluated significance of this property within the state is:

- national -- state - local

665), I hereby nominate this property for incl
accordlng to the criteria and procedures set

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

the National Regisler and certify that it has been evaluated
the Natlonal Par( Servlce.

date

t l t le Director,  Nebraska State l l i ca l  Soc ie ty

For NPS uso only
I hcreby certlfy that thlg property lc Included In the Natlonal Reglster

A3 lhe deslgnaicd Staie Hislorlc Preservatlon Ottlcer for the Nalional Historic Preservalion Act ol 1966 (Publlc Layv 89-

Keeper of the National Register

Atteet:

G P O  l g t l ' ? l l
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a n d  P l e a s a n t  H i l l ,  C r e t e r  N E :  C r e t e  N e w s r  1 9 8 1 .
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T h e  P e r i o d  o f  E x p a n s i o n  a n d  P r o s p e r r t y '  t 8 7 6 - 1 9 1 9 . . '  T S ,
D r a f  t  r  1 9 8 5 .
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Photo 1 of 17 – House, west façade 

Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1977 (DM 7702a:20) 
 

 
Photo 2 of 17 – House, north and west façade 

Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1975 (DM 7505b:25) 



 
Photo 3 of 17 – House, west (front) and south facades 
Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1977 (DM 7702a:23) 

 

 
Photo 4 of 17 – House east (rear) façade 

Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1975 (DM 7505b:30) 



 
 

 
Photo 6 of 7 – Barn, west and south facades 

Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1976 (DM 7606b:13) 
 

Photo 5 of 17 – house, date stone detail, west façade 
Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE 1975 (DM 7507b:26) 



 
Photo 7 of 17 – Barn, south and east facades 

Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1977 (DM 7702a:32) 



 
Photo 8 of 17 – Barn, detail south façade showing date stone 

Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1977 (DM 7702a:34) 



 
Photo 9 of 17 – Barn, west façade 

Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1975 (DM 7505b:22) 
 



 
Photo 10 of 17 – Barn and shed looking north 

Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1977 (DM 7702a:35) 



 
Photo 11 of 17 – view of farmstead looking north, chicken houses (left) and hog shed in foreground 

Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1977 (DM 7702a:37) 



 
Photo 12 of 17 – view of farmstead looking north, corncrib on left 

Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1976 (DM 7606b:15) 



 
Photo 13 of 17 – view of farmstead looking north 

Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE 1977 (DM 7702a:27) 



 
Photo 14 of 17 – view of farmstead looking northeast 
Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1977 (DM 7702a:25) 



 
Photo 15 of 17 – view of farmstead looking northwest showing non-contributing 1950s farmhouse 

Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1976 (DM 7606b:18) 



 
Photo 16 of 17 – view of farmstead looking northwest 
Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1977 (DM 7702a:31) 



 
Photo 17 of 17 – view of farmstead looking southeast 
Photo by D. Murphy, Lincoln, NE, 1976 (DM 7606b:12) 
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