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The John Hopwood lHckey l{ouse ts a Z\-story frame structure purpor-
tedly built about 1884 by the then fo:mer state legislator. The main
portion of the house Ls tee-shaped and features a moderately pltched
gable roof. An extension (probably orlginal) to the rear (south) of the
house gLves the overaLL pLan a cross configuration. Thls wing ts lb stories
in height and is sheltered with a hipped roof. Flanking the rear ex-
tensLoa and fllllng the space between the rear exlension ancl the maln
tee-shaped etructure are tlro one-story lean-to addl-tions whlch are pres-
ently encLosed porches. An ell-shaped porch enhances the maLn entrance
facades.

On the exterl.or the original wood slding has been replaced with
l-ight gray asbeetos slding. However, the roof, with its cresting which
recalls victorlan detailing, naintalns its original character. Inside,
the house has seen superficial alteration; however, the 14 rooms of the
original- house are Lntact, as well as much of the woodwork and three
fireplaees. The house continued to be used as a residence for many
years after I' l ickeyts death. Later it was used as the St. Francl.s Hos-
pi tal ,  unt iL 1956, when i t  was converted back into a residence for the
manager of the new Annie Jeffrey Menorial Hospital-. In 1967 it became
the property of the Polk Couaty CourmLssioners, who have leased the
property to the PoLk County llistorLcal Socl-ety for use as a museum.

The socLety has arranged 17 different rooms containing more than
7000 art ic les which have beeo contr ibuted slnce 1967, These period
rooms cover a wide var iety of topics includiug t lBedroom of l900rr
t t l ibraryrt t  t tDoctorts off ice wtth Hospital  Roonr" t 'Parlorr t t  t 'Grandmars

Kitchen," old GeneraL store wlth l ts Post off lce" and the'Enclosed
Back Porch.rt Also included wLthin the museum is a meeting room' and
photograph, art, toy and musical instrument dLsplays.

The Mickey House Ls located on Lts original site at the south end
of State Street. Landscaping remains much Lhe same as it was originally;
however, a number of buildings and objects have recently been located or
ra :ons t ruc ied  on  Ehe proper - ,y .  A  l i s t ing  c f  these b ' r i ld iags  or  ob jec ts
are aE fol lowe: I)  an 1.872 log house or iginal ly bui l t  by John Benson
of Polk County (placed on a concreEe floor and foundatlon), 2) a "house"
recently constructed of sod, 3) an early day church fitted with furniture
and objects from churehes al l  over the county, 4) the o1d Distr ict  17
frame schoolhouse, 5) a garage eonverted into Grandpars Shopr" 6) a
windmi1l, 7) a Log veneered pump-house, 8) an o1d school be1l, 9) the
o1d District 44 School flagpole and 10) miscellaneous frame buildings,
The grounds surrouncling the Mickey house, !hen, are intended to serve
as an outdoor museum.
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John tlopwood l4iekey was born near Burlington, Iowa on September 30,
1845. He served in the Civil War, enlistlng as a private in Company D,
8th Iowa Cavalry in 1853. At the cl-ose of the war he returned to Iowa
and attended Wesleyan College at Mount PLeasant for two years.

Mickey came to Nebraska ln 1868, homesbadlng in Pol"k County. In
1870 he was elected as first County Treasurer, hoJ.ding hls office in hls
home. He served in this capacity for 10 years, while farming. In the
fall of 1871, a conmlttee of three incLuding John H. Mickey was appointed
to select forty acres of Land upon which a county seat could be Located.
I'1r. Miekey and Wil-lian F. Kimnel were then comlssioned to survey and
plat the town of Oseeola.

ltickey engaged iu a banki.ng career throughout most of his lifen
with interuptions periodicaLly due to his involvement in polirics. In
1879 he founded the Stat,e Bank of Osceola and was its presi.dent for
nany years. He was elected to the state legislature as a member of rhe
House in 1BB0 and served for one term. In 1902 l"Iickey was elected
governor on the Republican ticket, and served tr^ro terms ln this capacity.
During his four years as governor, an outstanding feature of his adnin-
istration was his record-breaking exercise of executive clemency by
granLing tweLve pardons and sixty-five comutations. After Miekeyrs
second t,erm as governor expired, he and his farnLLy moved back to their horne-
town of Osceola, where he resurned his career in banking" He died in
1910 at the age of 43 afLer an extended i l lnese.

In March of 1"88I,  the Union Pacj"f ic Rai l road Ceedeo 160 acres tc
Mrs. lulorinda M:ickey, r,rife of John" A porLion of this farm later became
part of  the ci ty of Osceola. The house, located at the south end of State
Street,  was bui l t  by l { ickey ca. 1883-1884. I t  is now leased by the Polk
County Histor lcal  Society for use as a museum.

John II. Mickey qras a very influencial and respecLed citizen of both
Osceol-a and Nebraska, as welL as being one of 0sceolars founding fathers.
His home scands as a reminder to the tovmspeople of one of their rnost
prominent residents
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Photo 3 of 7 – northeast façade 

Photo by D. Murphy, 1976, NSHS (7602/2:7) 
 

 
Photo 4 of 7 – outdoor museum looking south 
Photo by D. Murphy, 1976, NSHS (7602/2:5) 
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