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l . Name
Fr anz ZavadIL Farmstead cD00-9

and/orcommon ZavadlL Farmstead

2. Location
street & number N" n- not for publlcatlon

clty, town M"rrorin." -I- vicinlty of

state Nebraska code 031 county Cedar code 927

3. Glassification
Gelegory
- district

X buildlng(s)
- structure
- slte
- object

Ownership
- publ ic
-fi- prlvate
- both
Public Acquisition
na- In process
- belng considered

Status
X occupied

- unoccupied
- work in progress
Accessible

X yes: restricted
- yes: unrestricted
_ n o

Present Use
X agrlculture

- commercial
- educational
- entertainment
- government
- Industrlal
- mllltary

_ museum
- park
X private resldence
- rellglous
- scientlfic
- transportatlon
- other:

4. Owner of Property

Mrs.  Joseph ZavadiL.  c /o Marv Ann Schul te

gtreet & number 518 South Owen Drive

clty, town Madison
na 

viclnity of state Wisconsin

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse,registryoldeeds,etc.  Cedar CountY Courthouse, Register of Deeds

street & number 101 South Broadway

clty, town Hart ington state Nebraska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

t l t le Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey has this property been determined ellgible? - yes I- no

0n-golng - federal X at"t" - county - local

deposltory lor survey records Nebraska State H,i.storical Society

clty, town Lincoln slate Nebraska



7. Description

Condition Check one
X excellent - deterlorated - unaltered

- good - rulns X altered
- falr - unexposed

Check one
X original site

- moved date Na

Dcrcribe the present and original (if knownf physical appearance

The Franz ZavadiL farmstead represents an outstanding example of a
wel l-preserved earJ-y Nebraska farmstead, located in the extreme northeast
port ion of the state. The homestead st i l l  retains the major i ty of
representat ive structures used in the farrning and stock raising operat ions
of the ZavadLL fani l ies from the 1870rs to the present.  The farmstead
includes two dwellings--the one-and-one-hal-f story chalk-rock and glacial-
rock heuse, and the two-story br ick farmhouse. The dairy barn and horse
barn are si tuated direct ly west of the dwel- l ings; with the remalning
outbuildings arranged in an extended yard effect around the farrnhouses
The nominat ion includes 160 acres of 1and. The farm is st i l l -  occupled
and operated by the Zavadi l  family.  Structural  and histor lcal  integri ty has
been preserved except for minor al terat ions made to several  farm bul ldlngs.

The Zavadi l  farmstead is located in precinct t l2 of Cedar County,
approximately one mile northwest of the town of Menominee and slx mil-es
south of Yankton, South Dakota. The si te l ies ln a val ley which is
surrounded by two creeks--Antelope Creek to the south and Beaver Creek
to the north. The urain farm group is si tuated on the or iginal  homestead
obtained by Franz ZavadLI in 1876.

The farmstead is a relatively cornpact group of buildings including
some 19 separate structures si tuated in an extended farm yard arrangement.
Access to the si te is dlrect ly from the county road with the rnain dr ive
leading in from the south. The two dwellings and garage form the eastern
boundary of the farm group wi-th both facing the road; the blacksmithrs
shop, inplement shed, granary, chlcken shed, and corn crib make up the northern
edge, and the barns and addit ional sheds form the western boundary. The
major i ty of the outbui ldings are arranged in a gr id-1tke pattern leaving the
southern boundary open.

The fol lowlng 1ist ,  according to the HABS formula, descr ibes the slgni-
f icant structures included in the farmstead (see sketch si te plan for
i tems 1-19) .

1 .  House,  chaLk  rock  and g lac ia l - rock ,  rec tangu lar ,  9 .33  x  10 .22  meters
(30r7"  x  3316" ) ,  one s to ry  w i th  l -o f t ,  ce l la r ,  gab le  roo f ,  cen t ra l  ch i rney ,
recessed front porch, part ial ly enclosed double hung windows with six
over six and four over four pane arrangement,  wooden surrounds, c.  1884-85,
frame rear addit ion serving as entry,  former ki tchen wing of west facade
relocated to rear facade of br ick house.

2 .  House,  b r ick ,  e1-1- -shaped,  16 .13  x  8 .87  meters  (52r1-1 ' r  x  29r1" ) ,
two stor ies, gable roof,  double Lnternal chimneys'  segmental ly arched
window openings, double hung with one-over-one pane arrangement, stilted
segmental ly arched br ick window hoods, br ick lugsi l - ls,  1906' one story
frame rear addit lon (previously attached to rock house),  f ront and rear
porches (now enclosed).

3 .  Pr lvy ,  wood f rame,  square ,  L ,27  x  1 .27  ne ters  (4 '2 "  x  4 t2 t ' )  shed
roo?l l i l  1930's.
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4 .  H o r s e  B a r n ,
( 5 3 r 6 "  x  4 2 ' 3 " )
c . 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 .

wood frame wit ,h clapboarding, rectangular shape, L6.32 x L2.gg meters
'  gab le  roo f ,  shed w ings ,  t t tu rkey- ta i l r t  overhang over  lo f t  doors ,

5 .  Da l rY .B?r l ,  wood f rame wi th  c lapboard ing ,  rec tangu lar  shape,  13 .50  x  4 .90
meters  (4413"  x  16r1" ) ,  gambre l  roo f ,  " tu rkey- ta i1"  overnang,  mi lk  house .
ex tens lon '  shed ex tens lon ,  c .  L923,  par t l y  s ided w i th  ne ta l .

6 '  Former  Mi lk  Sh?p_,  wood f rame wi th  c lapboard lng ,  rec tangu lar  shape,  2 . I9  x  2 .55
*"t f f i ' ; ,  gable roof .

7 .  w a t e r  R e s e r v o l r ,  c o n c r e t e ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  s h a p e ,  2 . 7 5  r x  6 . 1 5  m e t e r s ,(e'l- 20175 . 
-

8.  Feeder ,  wood f rame,  rec tangu lar  shape,  gab le  roo f ,  open end.

9 .  Feeder ,  wood f rame,  rec tangu lar  shape,  gab le  roo f ,  ver t l ca l  s id lng .

10 .  shed,  rec tangu lar  shape,  p re- fab  w i th  cor ragated  meta l  sheath ing .

11 .  Hog Barn ,  wood f rame '  rec tangu lar  shape,  gab le  roo f  covered w i th  meta l
sheath ing ,  p r io r  to  1900.

12 .  Shed,  wood f rame,  rec tangu lar -shaped,  shed roo f .

1 3 .  C o r n  C r i b ,  w o o d  f r a m e ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  s h a p e ,  3 . 0 9  x  g . 5 9  m e E e r s
g a b l e  r o o f .

1 4 .  c o r n  c r l b ,  w o o d  f r a m e ,  r e c E a n g u l a r  s h p a e ,  3 . 0 9  x  7 . 3 5  n r e c e r s
s h e d  r o o f .

( 1 0 ' 2 "  x  2 8 t  2 " )  ,

( 1 0 r 2 "  x  2 4 t L " )

15 .  Ch icken Shed,  wood f rame wl rh  c lapboard ing ,  rec tangu lar  shape ,  3 .75  x  9 .90
mete is  ( lTZr  x  32 '6" ) ,  shed roo f ,  aouUte  hun!  w indows w i th  four -over - four
pane arrangement,  concrete foundat ion.

16 .  Granary ,  wood f rame wi th  c lapboard ing ,  rec tangu lar  shape,  9 .20  x  16 .60
m e t e r s  ( 3 0 t 2 "  x  5 4 f 6 t ' ) ,  g a b l e  r o o f ,  s h e d  e x t e n s l o n s .

17 .  rpp lement  Shed,  wood f rame,  rec tangu lar  shape,  5 .26  x  27 .35  meters
( 1 7  f  3 "  x  8 9  t 8 ' t )  ,  s h e d  r o o f  .

18.  Blacksmlth t  
"__ 

l tgp. ,  wood f  rame
5 . 9 4 @ ' 6 "  x  2 6 r g " ) ,
shed addi t lon,  windows \4r i th  d lv ided

19 .  Garage ,  wood  f rame ,  rec tangu la r
gab le  roo f ,  me ta l  shea th lng ,  modern

wi th  c lapboard lng ,  rec tangu lar  shape,
gab le  roo f ,  w i th  meta l  sheath ing  rear
p a n e s ,  f r o n t  e n t r y ,  c ,  1 9 1 8 .

s h a p e ,  5 . 3 8  x  6 . 2 9  m e t e r s  ( 1 7 | 8 "  x  2 9 | 8 ' , ) ,
garage door ,  1923.
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Non-extant  bul ld ings inc lude:  the log dwel l ing bui l t  c .  1868;  the
o r i g i na l  cha l k  rock  and  l og  cow  ba rn  ( c .  1880 rs ) ,  and  the  o r i g i na l  l og
ho rse  ba rn  ( c .  1880 rs ) ,  bo th  des t royed  by  t he  to rnado  i n  191 -81  a  smoke
house s i tuated adjacent  to the nor th wal l  o f  the stone house where beef
and ham r^rere cured;  and an ice house (c.  1912) east  of  the smoke house, , '
buL a lso adjacent  to the nor th wal1 of  the house ( the cement  wal ls  of
the pit sti1l rernain) .



8, Significance

Period Areas of Signilicance-Gheck and iustily below
- prehlstorlc - archeology-prehistoric - community planning
- 140(F1499 - archeology-historic - conservation
- 1500-1599 X agriculture - economics
- 1600-1699 x architecture - education
- 170(F1799 - art o engineering

X 18OO-1S99 - commerce ^ exploration/settlement
X 1900-preseft€- communications - industry

- invention

- f andscape architectu re - religion
- law
- literature
- military
- music
- philosophy

- science
- sculpture
- social/

humanitarlan
theater

- politics/government -transportation
X other (speclfy)

ethnic cul ture

Specllic dater l RRo I c -L Buildefffi$p$! Franz ZavadiL

Statement ol Slgnilicance lln one paragraphf

The Franz Zavad,LL farmstead is significant to the early development of
Cedar County and to the development of agriculture in the state. The farmsteiad
remains as an excellent example of a Nebraska farm, remarkably intact, with the
rnajor i ty  of  bui ld ings st i l l  extant .  Archi tectura l ly  s igni f icant ,  the stone
dwel l ing stands as an excel lent  example of  vernacular  archi tecture,  constructed
by Franz ZavadLL, a native of Bohemia. Trained in the old country as a stone
nason,  ZavadiL ut i l - ized h is  sk i l ls  in  the bui ld ing of  the house.

Franz ZavadiL was born in Bohemia in the year 1-825. At the age of 24,
he married Anna Kuchta, a wldow with five children. From their marriage,
five additional children were born. ltrhen 40 years old, Franz irnnigrated to
Anerica with his family and mother, arriving on May 16, 1865 and receiving his
ci t izenship on August 23, L869. On their  t r ip west,  the ZavadLI farni ly stopped
over in Iowa for one year before cont inuing on to Nebraska. Arr iv ing in
Nebraska in 1867, Fra.nz sett led on a tract of  land and was granted homestead
r igh ts  on  September  30 ,  L876.  The fan i l y rs  f i rs t  she l te r  was  a  dugout  bu i l t
c .  1868 o f  f te ld  s tones ,  la te r  used as  a  ce l la r  in  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  a  1og
dwel l ing (no longer extant).  The present stone house v/as constructed in the
early 1880rs out of nat ive chalk rock and glacial-  rock. In the 1890fs, a
frame kitchen extension was added to the stone dwelling (now attached to the
rear facade of the br ick house see photo # 5 ) .

In July of 1886 Franz and Anna ZavadiL set up an agreement for the
sale of their honestead to their son, John, who was married to Magdelena
(Lena) Haberman that same month. The couple rirere married at the St. Boniface
Church in Menoninee, Nebraska (entered NRHP Jul-y 21, 1983).

In the o1d countty,  Ftar.z was trained as a stone mason and wood carver.
These skllLs atrlowed hirn to play an actlve role in the construction of the
St.  Boniface Church, a chalk-rock structure erecled in 1886. The church
exhibits a highly decorative combination of native chal-k rock and brickwork
demonstrat ing a medieval approach to church design observed with Slavic aff in i t ies.
Drawing fron his training ZavadIL no doubt incorporated design elements found
in native Czech churches into the design of the Menominee Church. Because
the Zavadilrs appear to be the only Bohemians in the German-Catholic congregation,
his role in the design and construct ion of the church becomes even more evident.
As a wood carver,  Franz was responsible for numerous carved and painted statues
placed in rel ig ious inst i tut iong.
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Franz purchased school  lands consist ing of  160 acres in  June,  L904.
In November 1907 Fraaz,  at  that  t ime a widower,  deeded a l l  lands to h is
son John,  the agreement  superceding the one wr i t ten in  1886.  Franz l ived
in the sLone house unt i l  h is  death in  July ,  1909.  A tornado in May of  1918,
destroyed or  damaged several  of  the bui ld ings on the Zavadi l  farm. The
o r i g i na l  cow  ba rn  ( c .  188Ots ) ,  cons t ruc ted  o f  cha l k  rock  and  1og  was  des t royed ,
as  we l l  as  t he  ho rse  ba rn  (p re -1900 )  a l so  cons t ruc ted  o f  1og .

On March I ,  L923,  John and Lena ZavadLI  deeded the farm to thei r  son,
Joseph.  Today,  the farm is  s t i l l -  owned and operated by descendants of  the
Franz Zavadil familv.

Archi tectura l ly  s igni f lcant ,  the Zavadi l  farmstead represenrs an
excel lent  example of  a Nebraska farm, reta in ing the rnajor i ty  of  bui ld ings
used in the farming and stock ra is ing operat ions of  the ZavadiL fami l ies.
The most  notable st ructure on the farm is  the one and one hal f  s tory
dwel l ing '  constructed of  nat . ive chalk rock and g lac ia l  rock.  The house
consists  of  four  rooms on the f i rs t  leve1;  k i tchen,  d in ing and two bedrooms,
wi th lo f t  space above.  The recessed porch is  par t ia l ly  enclosed and d isplayed
decorat ive woodwork (now removed) surrounding the support  posts.  The dwel l ing
is  somewhat  unique in i ts  construct ion;  wi th rubble work incorporated in to
the f i rs t  level  and chalk rock used in the lo f t  area and corner  quoins.  The
rubble work is  executed in  such a manner as to produce a round t tarchedt t

ef fect  extending up in to the lo f t  area on the nor th and south facades
(see photo / l  3  )  peaking at  the s i l l  o f  the lo f t  windows.

In Nebraska the house stands as an important  vernacular  product  of
ethnic  archi tecture.  A nat ive Bohemian,  Franz ZavadiJ-  erected rhe dwel l ing
ut i l iz ing h is  own masonry sk i l ls  and readi ly  avai lable mater ia ls ;  out-
croppings of  chalk rock located souEh of  Menominee and t imber l ines probably
found a long Beaver and Ante lope Creeks.  To date,  several  chalkrock st ructures
have been noted as par t  of  the Nebraska Histor ic  Bui ld ings Survey in  the
Menominee v ic in i ty ,  inc luding:  The St .  Boni face Church and school  in  Menomlnee;
a smal l  barn,  l -ocated nor th of  tor^m; a chalk rock and f rame house two and one
hal f  mi les west  of  Menomineel  and the Paul  Goeden House,  located three and
one hal f  mi les southwest  of  Menominee.  Fur ther  research wi l l  need to be
performed to prov ide us wi th in format ion on these st ructures and the ethnic
backgrounds of  the people who constructed them. However,  i t  appears th is
area was set t led by Cathol ic  Germans,  extending f rorn south of  Yankton,  South
Dakota to and inc luding Hart ington,  Fordyce,  Constance and St .  Helena.



9, Major Bibliographical References
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1O, Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property 160 acres

Ouadrangle n"r" Gavings Point Dam, Nebr.-S. Dakota
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Ycrbal boundary dercription and justilication The nominated
of  the  E le  o f  sE% and M{k  o f  sE l ,  and NE% ot  SW! ,  sec t ion  35 ,  T33N,
160 acres in cedar county, Nebraska including al l  or iginal  histor ic

proper ty  cons is ts
RlI^ l  containinq
lands that

adeqgg{ely  represent  the h is tor ic  Zavadi l  farmstead in t

state Na code

of  farm era t i o

county code

Lllt all rtates and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

county

1 1. Form Prepared By
name/t i t le Joni Gi lkerson, Preservat ion Associate

organlzat lon Nebraska State Histor ical  Society date September, L984

street & number P.O. Box 82554 tefephone 402 / 47I-47 67

clty or town Lincoln stale Nebraska

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated significance ol this property within the

- national -- state local

As the designated Slate Historic Preservation Oflicer for the National Historic Preservation Act ol 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property lor inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set lorth by the Natlonal Park Service.

Stale Historic Prsservation Officer signature lo
tltle Di rec to r ,  Neb raska  S ta te  H i s to r i ca l  Soc ie t v

state

A

For NPS use only
I hereby certity that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest:
Chief of Registration

date
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t tJohn ZavadII  is Cal led by Deathrt '  The Cedar Countv News,
Jan.  27 ,  1927,  Har t ing ton ,  Nebraska.

KuceIa'Vladimir,  Czech-.Churches in Nebraska, 1974.

Lanrmers, Clara Zavadll, ttoral History on the Zavadil FamiJ-yrr,
Tape recording L972, Nebraska State Archi-ves (AVI),
Nebraska State Histor ical  Society.

Zavadil, Sister Roswitha, Unpublished manuscript on Zavadil-
Fani ly History, Information on f i le Nebraska Histor ic
Bui ldings Survey / ICDOO-9, Nebraska State Histor ical  Society.
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All photos by Joni Gilkerson, 1983, NSHS, original negatives at NeSHPO 
 

 
Photo 1 of 11 – general view looking northwest showing farmstead (8305/10:18) 
 



 
Photo 2 of 11 – view looking northwest showing chalk rock house site plan building #1 (here referred to as SPB #1), privy (SPB #3), horse barn 
(SPB #4) and corn crib (SPB #13)  (8305/10:16) 
 
 



 
Photo 3 of 11 – view looking north showing chalk rock house (SPB #1) and garage (SPB #19) (8302/6:8) 



 
Photo 4 of 11 – view looking west showing brick house (SPB #2), horse barn (SPB #4) and feeder (SPB #8) (8305/10:15) 
 



 
Photo 5 of 11 – view looking northeast showing brick house (SPB #2), privy (SPB#3), granary (SPB #16) and implement shed (SPB #17) 
(8302/4:21) 
 



 
Photo 6 of 11 – view looking southwest showing horse barn (SPB #4), cow barn (SPB #5), former milk shop (SPB #6), water reservoir (SPB #7) 
and hog barn (SPB #11) (8302/4:36) 



 
Photo 7 of 11 – view looking southeast showing chalk rock house (SPB #1), cow barn (SPB #5) and shed (SPB #12) (8305/10:7) 



 
Photo 8 of 11 – view looking southwest showing feeder (SPB #8), feeder (SPB #9) and shed (SPB #10) (8302/4:27)  



 
Photo 9 of 11 – view looking northeast showing corn crib (SPB #14), chicken shed (SPB #15) and implement shed (SPB #17) (8305/10:5) 



 
Photo 10 of 11 – view looking north showing chicken shed (SPB #15), granary (SPB #16) implement shed (SPB #17) and blacksmith shop (SPB 
#18)  (8305/10:8) 



 
Photo 11 of 11 – view looking northwest showing granary (SPB #16), implement shed (SPB #17), blacksmith shop (SPB #18) and garage (SPB 
#19)  (8302/6:31) 
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