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1. Hame

histor ic Conr"t  B"* _

and or common NA

(NeHBS {l cD00-12)

2. Location

street & number NA
X not for publication

city, town Laurel X vicinity of

state Nebraska coOe 031 county Cedar code 027

3. Glassif ication
C.lago.y Ownaf3hip Stalu3. Ptarcnl U8e
- distriet - public . X- occupied l- agriculture - museum
Ja- building(s) -L- prlvate unoccupied - cornmcrcial - park
- structure - both - work in progress - educalional - p.ivale residence
- sile Publlc Acquisit ion Acc.s3ible - enterlainment - religious
- objecl -N{ in process -E- yes: restficted - government - scientitic' 

- being considered -- yes: unre3tricted - industrial ------ transportation
- no - military - olher:

4. Owner of Property
n a m e  C r r ' . { - i  c  A  f r  r a n  A a 1  1

street & number Box 567

city, town Laurel 
' 

lllA- vicinity ol state Nebraska

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse,registryoldeeds,etc.  f ,ggister of  Deeds, Cedar County Courthouse

street & number NA

clty, town llartington state Nebraska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tttte Nebraska Hlstorlc Bulldings Survey haE this prope.ty been determined ellgiblei - yes -! no

date On-going federal X ,t"t" - countY -. local

depository lor survey records Nebraqke S tate Higt_qf.1qg-]!__g_ec1ggy_

clty, town
' 

Lincoln state Nebraska



7. Description

Gondition Check one Check one
X  a r i a i a a l  c i- excellent - deteriorated unaltered 3- original site

X aasA rrr ine X al lcrcrl  moved cX good ruins X altered - moved date NA

- fair - unexposed

Describe the present and original (if knownf physical appearance

T h e  W i  I  I  i a m  C o u s e r  b a r n  i s  a n  d o d e c a g o n - s h a p e d  c a t t  l e  a n d
h o r s e  f e e d  i n g  b a r n  o f  f r a m e  c o n s t r u c t  i o n  b u i  I  t  c  .  1 9 1 4 - 1 3  f o r
W i  I  I  i a m  C o u s e r  .  T h e  s i n g  I e  s t o r y  w i  t h  l o f t  s t r u c t u r e  h a i  a
s e c t i o n a l  c o n e  r o o f  w i t h  a  l a r g e  p r o j e c t i n g  g a b l e  r o o f  h a y
d o r m e r .  T h e  b a r n  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  a  f a r m s t e a d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t
p o r t i o n  o f  C e d a r -  C o u n t y .  S t r u c t u r a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e g r i t y  h a s
b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  e x c e p t  f o r  r n i n o r  i n t e r i o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n s .

T h e  t " J i l l i a m  C o u s e r  b a r n  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  a  f a r m s t e a d  i n  r u r a l
C e d a r  C o u n t y  n e a r  t h e  t o w n  o f  L a u r e l  r  N e b r a s k a .  C e d a r  t r o u n t y  i s
s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  e x t r e r n e  n o r t h e a s t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e r  b i r d e r i n g
t h e  S o u t h  D a k o t a  s t a t e  I  i n e .  A s  t h e  o n l y  k n o w n  e x t a n t  c e n t r  i c
b a r n  i n  C e d a r  C o u n t y r  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  b e c o m e  a  l a n d r n a r k  i n  t h e
a r e a  r  w e l  I  k n o w n  t o  c o r n r n u n i  t y  r e s i d e n t s .

B u i  t  t  c  .  1 9 1 a - l 3  o f  w o o d - f r a r n e  c o n s t r u c t  i o n  r  t h e  b a r n  i s
d o d e c a g o n - s h a p e d  i n  p l a n r  w i t h  e a c h  o f  t h e  t ?  s i d e s  m e a s u r i n g  t 4
f e e t .  I t s  t o t a l  c i r c u m f e r e n c e  m e a s u r e s  1 6 8  f e e t r  w i t h  t h e  h e i g h t
o f  t h e  w a l l s  f r o m  g r o u n d  f l o o r  t o  t h e  h a y m o w  f l o o r  m e a s u r i n g  I
f e e t r  w h i l e  t h e  s e r c t i o n a l  c o n e  r o o f  r e a c h e s  a  h e i g h t  o f  a p p r o x i -
r n a t e l y  e 4  f e e t .  T h e  r o o f  r  o f  p i e - s h a p e d  s e c t i o n s r  i s  p e n e t r a t e d
b y  a  l a r g e  p r o  j e c t  i n g  g a b  l e  r o o f  h a y  d o r m e r  w i  t h  t u r k e y  t a i  I
o v e r h a n g .  T h e  w a l l s  a r e  s h e a t h e d  w i t h  h o r i z o n t a l  c l a p b . o a r d i n g
a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e  r e s t s  o n  a  c o n c r e t e  f o u n d a t i o n .
O p e n i n g s  a r e  a r r a n g e d  i n  a  f u n c t  i o n a l  J n a n n e r  w i  t h  d o o r s  o n  t h e
r n a i n  l e v e l  f o u n d  o n  t h e  s o u t h  ( o n e  t o  e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  g r a n a r y ) 1
n o r t h w e s t  r  n o r t h e a s t  a n d  e a s t  s o u t h e a s t  f a c a d e s .  S m a l  I  w i n d o w
o p e n i n g s r  w i t h  d i v i d e d  p a n e s e  B r - €  f o u n d  o n  t h e  m a i n  l e v e l r  a n d  i n
t h e  g a b l e d  h a y  d o r r n e r  p r o v i d i n g  l i g h t  t o  t h e  l o f t  f l o o r  a b o v e .
R o o f  s e c t i o n s  a r e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e s r  r e p l a c i n g  t h e
o r i g i n a l  w o o d  s h i n g l e s .

I n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b a r n  i n t e r i o r r  t w e l v e  t i m b e r
p o s t s  h e l p  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n i c a l  r o o f .  T h i s  c i r c u l a r  a r e a  o r i -
g i n a l  l y  s e r v e d  a s  h a y  s t o r a g e  f o r  I  i v e s t o c k  f e e d i n g .  T h e  h a y  w a s
b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  r n o w  t h r o u g h  t h e  l o f t  d o o r  ( s o u t h  s i d e )  b y  h a y
s l i n g s  u t i l i z i n g  a  t r a c k  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  m o w .  O r i g i n a l l y  t h e
b a r n  h o u s e d  c a t t l e  o n  t h e  w e s t  a n d  h o r s e s  o n  t h e  e a s t .  T h e  g r a i n
b i n  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  f r o n t  (  s o u t h  )  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b a r n .
I n t e r  i o r  m o d  i f  i c a t  i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  r n a d e  i n  p a s t  y e a r s  t o  a c c o m o d a t e
l i v e s t o c k  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  f a r r n ' s  o p e r a t i o n .  T h e  h a y  m o w  f l o o r  w a s
e x  t e n d e d  c o v e r  i  n g  t h e  c e n t r a  I  p o r  t  i  o n  o f  t h e  b a r n .  T h e  w e s t  s  i  d e
i s  n o w  u s e d  f o r  a  f a r r o w i n g  h o u s e  a n d  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  w h i c h  w a s
u s e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  f o r  d a i r y i n g r  c o n t a i n s  t e n  s t a n c h i o n s .  O n e
h o r s e  s t a l l  r e m a i n s  e x t a n t .
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N o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  b a r n  a s  a  s i g n i -
f i c a n t  p r o d u c , t  o f  N e b r a s k a ' F  a g r i c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  e x c l u d e s
a n y  o t h e r  s u r r o u n d i n g  b u i l d i n g s  w h i c h  I a c k  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d / o r
h  i s t o r  i c a l  i n t e g r  i  t y .  T h e  p r o p e r t y  w a s  s u r v e y e d  b y  t h e  N e b r a s k a
H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v ' a t i o n  O f f i c e  i n  M a y ,  1 9 8 5 .  T h e  o w n e r s  h a v e  s i n c e
p a i n t e d  t h e  b a r n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c o l o r s r  r e d  w i t h  w h i t e  t r i r n .

?



8. Signif icance

Period
- prehistor ic
_ 1400-1499
_ 1500-1599
_ 16011699
- 1700-1799
__ 1800-1899
x - 19oo-

Areas of  S ign i f icance-Check and ius t i fy  be low

- --. archeology-prehistoric
- archeology-historic

o -  agr icul ture
-a-- architecture
_- art
_- commerce
- communicat ions

- -  community planning
- -- conservatlon
---  economics
.--- education
.  - . -  engineer ing
-.-- exploration/settlement --
.-__ industry
-_- invention

landscape archi tecture.--  re l ig ion
law -- science
literature - sculpture
military - social/
music humanitar ian
philosophy - theater
polit icslgovernment - transportation

- other (specifY)

Specil ic dates c. L9L2-L3 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement ol Signil icance (in one paragraphl

T h e " t ^ l i l l i a m  C o u s e r  b a r n  i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f  i c a n t  a s
o n e  o f  a  s m a l  I  a n d  f i n i  t e  n u m b e r  o f  c e n t r  i c  b a r n s  i n  N e b r a s k a  r
i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  p h a s e  ( p o s t  1 9 O O )  o f  c e n t r i c  b a r n  c o n -
s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e r  r n o r e  s p e c i f  i c a l  l y  t h e  p o l y g o n a l  v a r i e t y
o f  I  i g h t  f  r a r n e  c o n s t r u c t  i o n .  O n  a  l o c a l  l e v e l  t h e  b a r n  r e p r e -
s e n t s  a  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  r o u n d  b a r n  p h e n o n o m e n a T  a n d
i s  t h e  g n l y  s u c h  b a r n  r e c o r d e d  i n  C e d a r  C o u n t y .  T h e  p e r i o d  o f
s i g n i f i E a n e \  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e
b a r n .  ( c ,  t q L ? - 1 3 ) .

A r c h  i  t e c t u r a l  l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r  t h e  W i  I  I  i a m  C o u s e r  b a r n  r e p r e -
s e n t s  a  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  ' c e n t r i c - b a r n  p h e n o m e n a  i n
N e b r a s k a  r  o n e  f o r  w h  i c h  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  o n l y  a  s m a l  I  n u r n b e r  o f
r e c o r d e d  e x a r n p  l e s .  C e n t r  i c  b a r n  c o n s t r u c t  i o n  o c c u r e d  i n  t h e
m i d w e s t  i n  t w o  p h a s e s - - t h e  f i r s t r  w h i c h  b e c a r n e  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e
1 8 8 0 ' s  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  w h  i c h  o c c u r e d  d u r  i n g  t h e  y e a r s  c  .  1 9 O 5 - a O ,
O c  t a g o n a  I  s h a p e d  b a r n s  w e r e  p r e v e  I  e n t  d u r  i  n g  t h e  f  i  r s t  p e r  i  o d
w h  i  I  e  t r u e  r o u n d  b a r n s  d o m i  n a t e d  t h e  s e c o n d  .  P o  I  y g o n a  I  b a r n s  r
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t w e l v e  s i d e d  v a r i e t y  s u c h  a s  t h e  C o u s e r  b a r n r  c o u l d
b e  f o u n d  t h r o u g h o u t  b o t h  p e r  i o d s  b u t  w e r e  m o s t  g e n e r a l  l y  b u i  I  t
b e t w e e n  t h e  y e a r s  1 ? 1 O - 1 g e o  ( S o i k e r  1 9 8 3 r  p .  3 ) .

I n  t h e  " F r a n k  U e h l  i n g  B a r n "  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  n o m i n a t i o n l  D .
M u r p h y  d  i s c u s s e s  t h e  c e n t r  i c  b a r n  p h d n o r n e n a  i n  N e b r a s k a :

P r o m o t e d  f i r s t  i n  t h e  1 8 B O ' s  r  c e n t r  i c  b a r n s  w e r e
c o n s i d e r e d  f u n c t i o n a l  I y  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  t h a n  t r a d i t i o n a l
b a r n s  i n  t h a t r  i d e a l l y r  o p e a t i o n s  c o u l d  b e  p e r f o r m e d  i n
a  c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l  f a s h i o n r  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  e v e r y  p a r t  o f
t h e  b a r n  f  r o r n  o n e  a i s l e .  I n  a c t u a l  f  a c t  r  h o w e v e r  r  t h e
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b a r n s  d  i d  n o t  f u n c t  i o n  i n  t h a t  f a s -
h  i o n  f o r  a  v a r  i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s - - f i r s t  I  e a r  l y  e f f o r t s
a t t e m p t e d  t o  f o r c e  m u l t i f u n c t i o n a l  t r a d i t i o n a l  b a r n s
i n t o  t h e  o c t a g o n a l  s h a p e l  r e s u l  t i n g  i n  t o o - m u c h  f r a g -
r n e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p a c € !  t o  m a k e  t h e m  w o r k  e f f i c i e n t l y t
i n  f a c t  t h e y  w e r e  l e s s  e f f i c  i e n t  i n  s p a c e  u t  i  I  i  z a t  i o n
t h a n  t r a d i t i o n a l  b a r n s i  a n d  s e c o n d r  t r a d i t i o n a l  h e a v y -
t  i m b e r  f r a m i n g  m e t h o d s  a p p  I  i e d  t o  t h e  e a r  l y  b a r n s  w e r e
s t r u c t u r a l  n i g h t f i a F E S  r  r e s u l  t  i n g  i n  e x c e s s i v e  s t r u c -
t u r a l  o b s t r u c t  i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r  i o r  .  B e c a u s e  o f  s t r u c -
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t u r a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s r  t h e  e a r l y  b a r n s  w e r e  a l m o s t  a l w a y s
p o l y g o n a l  i n  s h a p e r  a n d  t h e n  p r i r n a r i l y  o c t a g o n a l  i n
r e f  l e c t  i o n  o f  O r s o n  S q u i r e  F o w I e r ' s  p u b  I  i c a t  i o n s  d u r  i  r r q
t h a t  t i r n e .

T h e  s e c o n d  p h a s e  o f  c e n t r  i c  b a r n  c o n s t r u c -
t i o n r  c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  t h e  y e a r s  c .  1 9 O 5 - 1 9 e O ,  T w o
f a c  t o r s  d  i s t  i n g u i s h  t h e  p h a s e - - t h e  i n t r o d u c t  i o n  o f
I  i g h t  f  r a m e  w a l  l  p l a t e  c o n s t r u c t  i o n r  d r t d  s p e c  i a I  i z a t  r o n
o f  b a r n  f u n c t i o n .  T h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  l  i g h t  r  o r  b a l  l o o n r
f r  a m e  c o n s t r u c  t  i  o n  a  I  I  o w e d  t r u e - r C I u n d  s h a p e s  t o  b e
b u i  l t  ( a l t h o u g h  p o l y g o n a l  s h a p e s  w e r e  s t i  I  I  c o n s t r u c -
t e d  )  r  a n d  r n o s t  s i g n i f  i c a n t  1 y  a l  l o w e d  t h e  I o f  t  f  l o o r  a n d
r o o f  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  b e  c a r r  i e d  e x c  l u s i v e l y  b y  t h e  w a l  1 s  r
o r  b y  t h e  w a l l s  a n d  t h e  c e n t r a l  s i l o .  L a r g e  s p a c € s ;
u n o b s t r u c  t e d  b y  s t r u c  t u r a  I  m e m b e r s  r e s u  I  t e d  ,  T h  i  s  i  n
c o n  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  f u n c t i o n a l  s p e c i a l  i z a t i o n  ( e . 9 .

c a t t l e - f e e d i n g  b a r n s r  d a i r y  b a r n s r  e t c .  )  f i n a l  I y
a  I  l o w e d  c e n t r  i c  b a r n s  t o  a c h  i e v e  t h e  e f f  i c  i e n c y  o f
o p e r a t i o n  w h i c h  w a s  f i r s t  t o u t e d  i n  t h e  1 B 8 O ' s ,

T h e  C o u s e r  b a r n  i s  a  g o o d  e x a r n p l e  i n  N e b r a s k a  o f  t h i s  s e c o n d r
a r c h  i  t e c t u r a l  t y  l o g  i c a l  p h a s e  o f  b a r n  c o n s t r u c t  i o n .

I n  R o g e r  L .  i ^ l e l s c h ' s  " N e b r a s k a  R o u n d  B a r r " l s r "  h e  i d e n t i f i e s
t h i r t y - f i v e  c e n t r i c  b a r n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e r  t h e  r n a j o r i t y  o f  w h i c h  a r e
b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  s t a n d i n g .  A l t h o u g h  L { e I s c h  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  v e r i f y
c o n s t r u c t  i o n  d a t e s  f o r  a l  I  o f  t h e  b a r n s r  i  t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  a t  I e a s t
3 e  o f  t h e  3 5  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  b u i  I t  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  O f
t h e  t o t a l  r  s i  x t e e n  w e r e  b u i  I  t  o f  l  i g h t  f  r a r n e  c o n s t r u c t  i o n r  a n d
I  e s s  t h a n  o n e  p e r c e n t  w e r e  d o d e c a g o n  i  n  s h a p e .  T h e  C o u s e r  b a r n

- - i s  t h e  o n l y  c e n t r i c  b a r n  r e c o r d e d  i n  C e d a r  C o u n t y r  a n d  s t a n d s
t o d a y  a s  a  w e l  l - p r e s e r v e d  '  l o c a l  l y  s i g n i f  i c a n t  e x a r n p  l e  o f  t h e
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Photo 1 of 6 – view looking north northeast showing south (front) and west facades 
Photo by Joni Gilkerson, May 1985, NSHS (8505/4:4) 
 



 
Photo 2 of 6 – view looking northeast showing south (front) and west facades 
Photo by Joni Gilkerson, May 1985, NSHS (8505/4:5) 



 
Photo 3 of 6 – view looking west showing east façade 
Photo by Janet Jeffries Spencer, May 1985, NSHS (8505/4:6) 



 
Photo 4 of 6 – interior view looking northeast showing stall arrangement 
Photo by Janet Jeffries Spencer, May 1985, NSHS (8505/3:21) 



 
Photo 5 of 6 – interior view looking southeast showing hay mow 
Photo by Janet Jeffries Spencer, May 1985, NSHS (8505/3:25) 



 
Photo 6 of 6 – interior view looking up showing roof truss system 
Photo by Janet Jeffries Spencer, May 1985, NSHS (8505/3:24) 
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