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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Masonic T e m ~ l e  - 
AND/OR COMMON 

STREET& NUMBER 

301 Court  S t r e e t  N O T  FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Atoka - VICINITY OF 003 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

Oklahoma 40 Atoka 005 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC L O C C U P I E D  

LBUILDINGISI XPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
O B J E C T  -IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED Z Y E S :  UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
A G R I C U L T U R E  -MUSEUM 

LCOMMERCIAL  -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT R E L I G I O U S  

G O V E R N M E N T  -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY XOTHER. F r a t e r n a l  

NAME 

Masonic O r d e r  _ _  -.--.ppp-p--- 
STREET& NUMBER 

301 C o u r t S t r e e t  ~. 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Atoka - VICINITY OF OK 

HLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF 0EEOS.ETC. 

O f f i c e  of the County C l e r k  
STREET & NUMBER 

Atska Countv C o u r t  House-- 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

TPTLE 

Oklahoma Comprehensive Su-y_ 
DATE 

1979 -FEDERAL XSTATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS Preservatinn Of fi P P  
CITY. TOWN 

Oklahoma C i t v  rlK 



DESCRIPTION 
L 

- CONDITION 
V 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X E X C E L L E N T  -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED = O R I G I N A L  SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS  U L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED - - - .. - - - - - 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Masonic Temple in Atoka, Oklahoma i s  a t h r e e  s t o r y ,  red  b r i c k  bu i ld ing  
t h a t  measures approximately 51' wide and 95' long. S i t u a t e d  on t h e  no r theas t  
corner  of Court and Pennsylvania s t r e e t s ,  i t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s ,  
a decora t ive  co rn ice  t h a t  enc loses  a marble s l a b  upon which is i n s c r i b e d  t h e  
masonic emblem and t h e  works "Masonic Temple," s t a i n e d  g l a s s  t h i r d  s t o r y  
windows on t h e  f r o n t  t h a t  a r e  a r t  nouveau i n  mot i f ,  symmetry of  second and 
t h i r d  s t o r y  windows, and marble block i n l a y s  on t h e  southern  facade  between 
t h e  second and t h i r d  s t o r i e s  which con ta in  masonic emblems. On i t s  f r o n t ,  t h e  
lower s t o r y  o r i g i n a l l y  cons i s t ed  of p l a t e  g l a s s  windows and two e n t r y  ways; on 
i t s  western s i d e ,  i t  conta ined  one p l a t e  g l a s s  window, t h r e e  one-half windows, 
and two e n t r y  ways. The most no r the rn  of t h e  l a t t e r  provided access  t o  t h e  
second and t h i r d  s t o r i e s .  

Since i t  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  cons t ruc ted ,  the  e x t e r i o r  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  has  
been only  s l i g h t l y  a l t e r e d .  The lower l e v e l  b r i c k  window and e n t r y  way encasements 
along t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  southern  f r o n t  were removed and replaced  by aluminum encased 
windows and doors.  Above this on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  were added aluminum s i d i n g  
and an aluminum awning. The windows on t h e  western s i d e  of t h e  bu i ld ing  were 
bricked up. Despi te  t h e s e  changes, t h e  bu i ld ing  r e t a i n s  much of i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
i n t e g r i t y  and could be  r e s t o r e d  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  cond i t ion  w i t h  l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y .  



01 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTONIC 

-1400.1499 
-1 500.1 599 

-1600.1699 
-1700-1793 

-1800-1899 

X1900- 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - -  CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC X O M M U N I T Y  P L A N N I N G  -LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW _SCIENCE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY L S O C I A V H U M A N I T A R I A N  

A R T  - E N G I N E E R I N G  -MUSIC - T H E A T E R  

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS J N O U S T R Y  -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPEClFYl 

. . -INVENTION 

.. ,. , 

SPECIFIC DATES 1915 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Masonic Lodge 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Constructed i n  1915, t h e  Masonic Temple i n  Atoka i s  symbolic of t h e  b i r t h  
and growth of Masonry i n  Oklahoma, one of t h e  s t a t e ' s  foremost s o c i a l  and 
humanitarian i n s t i t u t i o n s .  B y  1855 some f i v e  c h a p t e r s  of the  Masonic Lodge 
e x i s t e d  i n  what i s  now Oklahoma, bu t  of t h e s e  only two survived t h e  C i v i l  War. 
In t h e  post-war pe r iod  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  was resumed under t h e  l eade r sh ip  
of t h e  Grand Lodge of Arkansas. Of t h e  new chap te r s  c h a r t e d  the '  f i r s t - w a s  
t h e  Ok-la-ho-ma Lodge a t  Boggy Depot i n  1868, t h e  Grand Master of which was 
J. S .  Murrow. The fo l lowing year  t h e  lodge was removed t o  Atoka and t h e r e a f t e r ,  
under t h e  guidance of Nurrow, t h e   a at her of Oklahoma Masonry," became one of 
t h e  foremost c h a p t e r s  i n  Ind ian  T e r r i t o r y  and l a t e r  Oklahoma. In 1875 it 
was t h e  f o u r t h  chap te r  t o  a f f i l i a t e  w i t h  t h e  Grand Lodge of Indian  T e r r i t o r y ;  
in 1880 i t  organized t h e  second chapter  of Royal Arch Masons w i t h i n  t h e  Te r r i to ry ,  
and i n  1883 i t  formed t h e  f i r s t  Council of Royal and S e l e c t  Masters.  Murrow 
himself served a s  Grand Master of the  Indian  T e r r i t o r y  Lodge i n  1877-1878, 
a s  Grand S e c r e t a r y  between 1879 and 1912, and a s  Grand High P r i e s t  of Royal 
Arch Masons i n  1880-1881. Ok-la-ho-ma Lodge a l s o  had r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
Masonic Orphan's Home which was loca ted  i n  Atoka between 1908-1910. The 
con t r ibu t ions  and s t r e n g t h  of t h e  Atoka chapter  were confirmed by t h e  dedica t ion  
of t h e i r  new temple i n  1915, t h e  ceremonies of which were performed by "Father" 
Murrow. The p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e ,  then,  symbolizes t h e  r o l e  of t h e  Ok-la-ho-ma 
Lodge i n  t h e  formation and development of Masonry w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

The Masonic Temple proper ty  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  because i t  is  of an 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  des ign  unique t o  t h e  community. Excepting one o t h e r  bu i ld ing  
( the  Zweigel & Weintraub Hardware S t o r e ) ,  i t  i s  t h e  only  t h r e e  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  
i n  t h e  town, and i t  i s  by f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  pub l i c  and p r i v a t e  bu i ld ing .  Moreover, 
t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of i t s  o r i g i n a l  des ign  i s  l a r g e l y  unimpaired, except  f o r  t h e  
aluminum facade  on t h e  southern  f r o n t  along its lower s t o r y .  

The p r o p e r t y  is  a l s o  important  because i t  is one of seven s u b s t a n t i a l  
bu i ld ings  t h a t  s t i l l  remains i n  "downtown" Atoka. A s  such  i t  has  cons iderable  
p o t e n t i a l  t o  community p l anne r s  who seek t o  r ev ive  t h e  commercial d i s t r i c t .  
The lower f l o o r  h a s  always been u t i l i z e d  by d i f f e r e n t  bus iness  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  
t h e  occupant w i t h  t h e  longes t  tenure  be ing  t h e  e l e c t r i c  company--Public Serv ice  
Company of Oklahoma. 

Because i t  i s  symbolic of t h e  b i r t h  and growth of Masonry i n  Indian 
T e r r i t o r y  and Oklahoma, because it has  a l o c a l l y  unique a r c h i t e c t u r a l  design, 
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and because i t  h a s  community planning va lue ,  t h e  Masonic Temple of Atoka, 
Oklahoma is worthy of being added t o  the  National  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  
P laces .  
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C r e a g e r ,  C h a r l e s ,  -- ewal. H i s t o r y  of F r e e  M a s o n r y  i n w l a h o m a ,  M u s k o g e e :  G r a n d  
C h a p t e r  R. A. M., o f  O k l a h o m a ,  1935. 

M c D a n i e l ,  Amanda  E. "History of M a s o n r y  i n  Ind ian T e r r i t o r y ,  1874-1892" ,  
M.A. T h e s i s ,  O k l a h o m a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1928. 

  GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY l e s s  than 1 a c r e  

QUADRANGLE NAME Lehigh. OK QUAORANGLE SCALE 7.5'  
UTM REFERENCES 

171h1411181nI l3dhdUd 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

~ w u l t l ; ' 1 1 ~ 4  

Lot  11, B lock  26, A t o k a  C i t y  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE' COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

W. D a v i d  B a i r d  D i r e c t e d  by D r .  A n n e t t a  L. Cheek 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

O k l a h o m a  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  S u r v e y  D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 7 9  
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE 

O k l a h o m a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  (4Q5) 674 - 5678 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

S t i l l w a t e r  OK 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL- STATE - LOCAL- 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 IPuMic Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to  the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORICPRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE . - -  

'FOR NPS USE ONLY 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THlS PROPERTY I S  INCLUDED I N  THE NATIONAL REGISTER . -  . 

OATE 
- 

KEWEROF THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
ATTEST: DATE 

CHIEF OF REGISTRATION 

G P O  021.80, 
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