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With a new year come new student leaders. On Sept. 11, 22 
first-year students ran for various freshman Cottey class (fcc) 
positions. 

The fcc positions to be filled were the offices of president, 
vice president, secretary, treasurer, publicity coordinator, sports 
coordinator, traditions review and songleader. Hall songleaders 
and representatives were elected within the residence halls.

Eight students ran for the position of fcc president, the largest 
number running for any one office. The campaign speeches for 
this position varied. Some students chose to take a more serious 
approach, while others incorporated humor by telling jokes or 
doing skits. 

Some students decided to campaign together with their 
friends and their speeches reflected this. Sarah Haney from 
Missouri and Ashlyn Profio from California, both residents of 
New Mexico suite, had the crowd laughing with their rendition 
of “Milkshake.” 

Haney, a candidate for president, tied with Chelsea Jones, 
also from Missouri, for the position. A runoff election was 
held on Sept. 13 to determine the winner. With the vote of the 
freshmen class, Jones was elected to serve as president.

“When I found out that I had won, there was a lot of 
screaming and jumping up and down involved, not only by me, 
but also my entire suite,” said Jones.

According to the freshman class constitution, the duties 
of the president are calling all meetings of the class with the 
approval of the dean of students, calling all meetings of the 
executive council, presiding over all class and executive council 
gatherings, organizing activities of the class, serving as ex-
officio member of committees, and acting as a liaison between 
the freshman class and the administration. The president also 
serves on the SGA Senate, the SGA Executive Council, and the 

Traditions Review Board.
 Jones is eager to take on the roll of fcc president and has 

experience that will be helpful for the job. 
“I really love being involved and helping make changes so 

that’s why I decided to run for President.  I love working with 
other people and I’ve been president of several other clubs and 
organizations such as student council and beta club.  

“I like to take charge and accomplish tasks while at the same 
time making it fun for all involved which helped me prepare for 
my new role as fcc Prez.  

“I definitely believe that each member of the exec council 
will bring something unique to the table so that the freshman 

class will have an enjoyable year,” she said.
Like Haney, Profio tied for the position of fcc vice-president. 

A runoff was held between her and Beth Pulliam from Texas. 
Profio was chosen by the freshman class to be the new fcc 
president.

“When I found out I had won the election, I was excited and 
also eager to start my new position.  The main thing that I want 
to see happen this year is for people to be happy while they’re 
at Cottey. 

“ My goal is to listen and take others’ thoughts and help turn 
them into actions,” said Profio when asked about her feelings 
when she won the election.  

Elections bring new freshmen class leaders
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Cottey College food services has 
recently been confronted with the 
problem of students taking excessive 
amounts of food from the Raney 
Dining Hall. 

According to food service 
employees, students have been 
removing more food from the dining 
room than the specified take-out 
policy amount. 

Some students have been seen 
taking up to more than four or 
five packets of tea from Raney for 
later consumption in their suites. 
In response, food service has had 
to change the location of the teas 
to where the workers are able to 

monitor how much each student is 
taking.

Michael Richardson, director of 
food service, explained that Raney 
Dining Hall is “an all you can eat 
place, but it is not an all you put in 
your pockets.” 

The take-out policy states that 
during breakfast hours students may 
take-out one hot drink or one piece 
of toast, bagel or muffin. 

During lunch and dinner students 
may take out one yogurt cup or cone, 
one piece of fruit or two cookies. A 
written version of take-out policy is 
located by the main entrance into 
Raney Dining Hall.

The posted sign also encourages 
any student who is not able to attend 
meals during specified times because 

of a scheduling conflict to contact 
food services. 

Richardson stated the policy is 
not meant to be unkind, it is simply 
a necessity.

The take-out policy was created 
in collaboration between food 
service and the Student Government 
Association. The policy was devised 
to help regulate student’s excessive 
consumption so that food service 
is able to maintain their designated 
budget. 

According to Richardson, Food 
Services are given several budgets a 
year. These budgets are intended to 
cover the costs of food, linens and 
laundry for Sunday brunch, catering 
equipment, Chellie Club, extra 
supplies like styrafoam cups, paper 

plates and plastic utensils for picnics, 
office supplies and any replacements 
needed within the kitchen, such as 
broken glassware. 

All food taken from the dining 
hall is an additional expense. Food 
services estimated that if half of the 
student body was to take out one 
bag of chips per day for the entire 
fall semester the cost would be over 
$6,000.

As Richardson stated, Cottey 
provides students with three 
nutritious meals a day in accordance 
with each students 20 meal plan, 
which is included in the payment for 
room and board. 

Food and drinks to be consumed 
outside of the dining hall is not 
Cottey’s responsibility.

Second-year student Amanda 
Wyant from California, defends the 
take-out policy. “If a student needs 
that bag of chips everyday then there 
are vending machines in each of the 
three residence halls for that specific 
purpose,” she said. 

Richardson explained that food 
service tries to provide the students 
with the highest quality of product. 
The majority of teas which are 
being taken for example are of the 
Starbucks brand Tazo Tea, which as 
Richardson states is of good quality, 
but also a higher price. 

According to Richardson, 
food service has no desire to stop 
providing the students with the 
highest product, but it can only do so 
during specified dining times. 

Students eat their way through food service budget
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This year’s leadership program welcomed 
not only new Cottey students, but also a new 
Center for Women’s Leadership director and LEO 
coordinator Denise Hedges. For LEO participants, 
this academic year started with a LEO Lawn Party 
during which almost 80 students could hear or 
share information about opportunities provided 
by Women Leadership Center.

LEO is a four-level leadership program that 
stands for Leadership, Experiences, Opportunities. 
After meeting requirements of every level, a 
student receives a certificate that identifies her 
success. After the fourth level, a student receives 
a certificate acknowledging the completion of the 
whole program. There is also a presidential level 
that allows a student to show her personal and 
leadership growth and receive recognition from 
Dr. Judy Rogers, president of Cottey College. 

LEO helps students to participate in various 
campus activities and special LEO events, discover 
their leadership styles and get connected with other 
women leaders. Each student has an opportunity 
to engage in her interest group activities. 

Interest groups are coordinated by the members 
of leadership team including Rogers, Mary Emily 
Kitterman, vice president of Academic Affairs 
and dean of the faculty, Dr. Brenda Ross, assistant 
dean of the faculty, Theresa Spencer, professor 
of music, Kris Korb, coordinator of Campus 
Activities and Hedges herself.

At the LEO Lawn Party, the members of 
leadership team along with second-year LEO 
members made four presentations and explained to 
new coming students what experience, knowledge 
and skills they can get, what opportunities they 
have and what requirements they have to meet to 
be a successful LEO member.

Nataliya Herasymova, a second-year LEO 

member from Germany, introduced her leadership 
portfolio and main leadership principles. 

“Before becoming a LEO member, I thought 
that leaders are born, but this program made me 
realize that everyone can become a leader through 
learning,” said Herasymova.

After these informative sessions, students 
played lawn games to get to know each other 
better.

This year, there are 70 members of LEO 
program.

Ashley Pentecost, first-year student from 
Decator, Ala., said that the “LEO Lawn Party was 
very informative. I expect LEO to help me in the 
future by teaching me leadership skills, how to 
relate better to people and how to help better the 
community.”  

Participation in LEO will be a new experience 
not only for first year students, but also for Ross 
and Hedges, who became new members of the 
LEO team. 

Hedges came to Cottey from Indiana ten years 
ago. She said she had always wanted to work at the 
women’s college, because she is a firm believer in 
women’s education. 

Hedges worked as an admission representative 
and as a coordinator of P.E.O. relations. What she 
likes about her new job is that she can get to know 
more students. 

Hedges holds this position temporarily and 
part time. In 2006, she left Cottey to become a 
mom -- she has twins.

“I had a hard time coming back to work, 
because my babies were so little when they were 
born. It’s hard to leave them even now. This is an 
opportunity to explore if I am ready to go back 
to work. I really like the Leadership Center. I 
love Cottey; and I am enjoying getting to know 
students. It’s fun.” 

According to Hedges, there are two major 
events for the LEO members during fall semester: 

a Kansas City field trip at the end of September 
and a cultural event at Gordon Park Center for the 
Gordon Park celebration in October. Hedges is 
also mentoring an interest group that focuses on 
volunteer and community service.

“Very nice, outgoing, friendly, enthusiastic and 
encouraging. I like her impulsive energy,” is how 
Herasymova described Hedges.

She has a positive attitude toward life.
“A little hug or a kiss from my babies makes 

me happy,” said Hedges. “I am one who focuses 
on the positive. It’s so easy to be negative, that it’s 
more of a challenge to focus on a positive.” 

She also has a stepdaughter Madison who is 10. 
Hedges believes that Madison is a future Cottey 
president; she knows almost everything about 
Cottey and has already helped Hedges during the 
LEO Lawn Party and mentoring meeting.

Photo by Oksana Bakalenko
Denise Hedges is the new director of the 
Center for Women’s Leadership, as well 
as coordinator for the LEO program.

New Center for Women’s Leadership director and LEO 
coordinator brings experience, new perspective to position
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Hinkhouse Center has gone 
through a face lift over the 
summer. Previously where the 
game room had been, you can 
now see students and faculty 
members exercising in the newly 
renovated weight room. 

The weight room is now 
being called the fitness center.

“It’s called the fitness 
center now because it has 
cardio equipment as well as a 
stretching area and it just seems 
to fit better,” says Karen Polon, 
professor of physical education.

Polon designed the floor plan 
for the fitness center. 

“We’d been talking three 
years ago. We started small 
renovations by adding carpet and 
some new exercise equipment 
until there was a discussion 
about the need for more space,” 
said Mary Haggans, chief 
financial officer.

The fitness center used to be 
half its current size. In its place 
were a smaller gym and game 
room where students could play 
ping pong or pool.

Students 
return to find 
changes to 

Hinkhouse

Continued on Page 2
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Twenty-two first-year students ran for various freshmen class offices. There were also seven canditates for 
Student Government Association senators-at-large, parlimentarian, secretary and publicity coordinator.
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Something new is now being delivered to the mailboxes at Cottey College: 
condoms. In each residence hall, mailbox 69 now contains condoms for 
student use. 

In an effort to encourage Cottey students to practice safe sex, condoms are 
now being stored in “male” boxes in the residence halls.  

According to Reeves hall director Megan McIntire, the goal with having 
the contraceptives stored in “male” boxes was to have them “available, but 
not obvious.” 

Student Life has provided Cottey students with condoms in the past with 
the hope to promote responsible sexual practices. 

Before the “male” boxes appeared, condoms were stored in the Student 
Life bathroom in Hinkhouse, which was open and available for students on 
weekends. 

However, over the summer, the issue was raised among the Cottey hall 
directors of whether the system of having the condoms kept in Hinkhouse 
was practical. Are students willing to walk across campus to Hinkhouse and  
go into Student Life just to get a condom when the occasion arose for one?  
The answer seemed to be no. 

The problem that Student Life and the hall directors then had to face was 
how to make contraceptives more accessible to the student population. 

With the help and brainstorming of the resident assistants, the idea for 
having “male” boxes was conceived. Each residence hall then designated a 
mailbox that was for the sole purpose of providing condoms. 

According to McIntire having “male” boxes in central locations like the 
residence halls is a convenient way to supply the entire campus. 

Reeves resident assistant, second-year student Gabbrielle Williams 
from Louisiana, was the one to suggest that the “male” boxes should be 
appropriately numbered 69. 

“That way it’s easier to remember which one it is,” she explained.
In each of the residence halls, the combination to the “male” boxes is 

posted on the bulletin board so that everyone has easy access.
 McIntire expressed the hope that student who might not have felt 

comfortable going into Student Life for condoms now will have anonymity 
that will encourage them to use the supply.

The question of whether Cottey should be providing condoms, has been 
voiced my some.

 Courtney Dowdy, second year student from Wyoming, responds to this 
question by stating that “even though we go to a women’s college, and one 
might not think condoms are necessary, I feel that it is a good resource for 
students to have available to them. A majority of girls are sexually active 
and it is great that Cottey is encouraging them to be safe and responsible 
adults.”

As to whether the “male” boxes have so far been successful, if it is any 
indication according to McIntire Reeves hall has already had to be replenished 
along with, she believes, the other two residence halls. 

“Male” mailboxes allow for easier contraception access 

Emily Summars
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 “Ladies grab a number; don’t 
forget to grab a number. Also grab a 
piece of paper and put your number 
on it, name and class schedule. If 
you don’t know your schedules 
don’t worry,” Haley Hoss Jameson, 
Assistant Professor of dance at 
Cottey, repeats to the girls as they 
arrive to the dance studio in spurts. 

Cottey Repertory Dance 
Company (CRDC) auditions were 
in August. Thirty-three students 
auditioned, with seventeen dancers 
being accepted into the company. 

According to Jameson, “We’ve 
never had that many girls try out in 
my five years of teaching here.”

Jameson teaches ballet, jazz, tap 
and other classes. 

Judges were Christi Fulton 
Reeder, who is Cottey alum and 
the vice president of her region for 
Dance Masters of America, and 
Angie Bowman Braesch, who is 
Reebok certified and teaches at 24 
hour fitness in Kansas City. 

Both judges have dance-based 
backgrounds and neither one knew 
the students auditioning. 

“We have judges because it’s not 
a popularity contest. It’s not about 
who Jo and I like/don’t like. It’s 
about who the judges feel does well 
so that there is an objective point of 
view on who makes company and 
who doesn’t,” said Jameson. 

Judges based their decision on 

dancers’ technique (whether their toes 
were pointed, were they standing up 
straight, etc.), performance quality 
(did they show the proper emotion 

for the dance?) and how well the 
dancer handled adversity. 

Adversity is whether the student 
picks up on movement well and what 

her reaction was if she messed up. 
Jameson advises, “Don’t stop, we 

prefer that you keep on going even 
if you have to make it up to get back 
with the group.”  

Attendees performed a selection 
of jazz, ballet and two modern 
compositions. 

“We did that because Jo’s style 
of modern and mine are different. 
We want multi-faceted dancers not 
just ballerinas or jazz dancers,” said 
Jameson, “but holy cow, we weren’t 
expecting so many people!” 

In the years to come, both teachers 
have decided that they will most 
likely videotape the auditions. 

Having it on tape allows the 
judges to view participants in 
more detail and go back to specific 

moments they might have noted on 
their judging rubric.

“They tested the whole range of 
what a person can do,” said Company 
dancer Katie Manhart. 

CRDC has an informal fall show 
and a formal spring performance. 
The fall show allows CRDC students 
to audition their prepared piece they 
would like to perform in the spring.  

“We want to allow the student 
choreographers as much freedom as 
possible. We want them to make art 
with their work,” said Jameson.  

Other plans include two company 
dances choreographed by Jameson 
and Jo Byrnes, adjunct professor of 
dance. 

They also plan on bringing in a 
guest of ballet.  

Independent judges select new students for Cottey’s dance company 

Photo by Tarah Condit
Mailbox number 69 in each of the three residence halls now contains 
condoms for students. All students have access to the combination.

Photo by Emily Summars
Seventeen dancers were accepted into Cottey Repertory Dance 
company in August, the largest number auditioned in five years.

The freshman class constitution 
states the vice-president’s duties are 
to work closely with the President, 
sharing her responsibilities 
of representing the freshman 
committees and boards; to have 
charge of and administer the tenants 
of the Constitution; and to serve in 
the absence of or at the request of the 
President.

She has some leadership 
experience to bring to the position. 

“I decided to run for fcc vice-
president because I wanted to be a 
part of an organization on campus 
that would help me better my 
leadership skills.  

“Although I was never a part of 
any sort of student government in 
high school, I was a part of other 
leadership organizations on campus.  
I was in LEO club, FCA (Fellow 
Christian Athletes) and I was the 
captain of the soccer team for three 
years.  

“I believe that as fcc vice-
president, I can help make important 
decisions to better our class of 2009 
and I have the capability of working 
well with others,” she said.

Senior Class president Elise 
LaViolette from Wisconsin has 
confidence in this year’s new fcc 
president and executive board.

“I have high hopes for this 
freshman class. I think that Chelsea 
Jones will be a competent and 
enthusiastic leader and I hope her 
class follows her example,” she 
said.

Hannah De Franco from 
Minnesota was elected to serve as 
fcc secretary. Elizabeth “Libby” 
Johnson from California will serve 
as fcc treasurer. Paige Lennis from 
Montana is the new fcc sports 
coordinator. Publicity coordinator 
for fcc is Hannah Swopes from 
Missouri. Freshman representative 
to the Tradition Review Board 
is Jennifer Trautman, also from 
Missouri. 

Head fcc songleader is Kerri 
Brown, Robertson hall songleader 
is Megan Swolley, P.E.O. hall 
songleader is Grace McKirdy and 
Reeves hall songleader is Sarah 
Haney.  

Hall fcc representatives are 
JoAnna Nelson for Robertson, Staci 
McNall for P.E.O. and Amber Perrin 
for Reeves.

Continued from Page 1

Freshmen
Elections

“The game room was kind of a wasted space,” says 
second-year student Sarah Patterson from Missouri. 

“I’m glad they redid the fitness center. People 
last year tried to outdo each other with the noise of 
TV versus stereo. We didn’t have headphones for 
anything and it was cramped,” said Patterson. 

The old gym was unsafe, said the fitness staff. The 
reason for redesigning and decorating it was for the 
students. 

“The treadmills used to be by the wall and if 
anyone ever fell off, they would smack into the wall. 
It was a safety concern with such close quarters,” said 
Polon. 

The renovations took all summer long and involved 
the work of the Physical Plant, who helped with 
wiring items and managing some outside contractors. 
The organization received help from the athletic 
department as well as fitness instructors. 

“The fitness center is not only used as a student 
faculty facility but also as a classroom,” said 
Haggans. 

“After three years and about a year of planning, the 
project is estimated to be costing $40-45,000 total,” 
she continued.

 The funds were requested from the Cottey 
Building Fund held by the P.E.O. Sisterhood. Before 
settling on a final design, those on the committee left 
to visit other fitness centers around the area.  

“Visiting the other areas gave me the idea for the 
glass doors,” says Haggans. 

Mari Anne Phillips, dean of Student Life, agrees 
with Haggans that the windows brighten up the fitness 
center making it look larger and friendlier. 

“Much more inviting,” says Phillips. 

Most staff at Cottey wants students to be 
comfortable and enjoy being healthy.  

Not only did the fitness center receive a face lift, 
but all of lower Hinkhouse got a fresh coat of paint 
and the Chellie Club was redecorated. The Student 
Government Association held a contest for the best 
Chellie Club design.  

New lights were put in and the walls are rid of 
the old black and white checks.  Melissa Eason, 
2007 Cottey alum, won the contest with her design, 
“Spring.” 

“Not only did the fitness center expand,” says 
Phillips, “but the whole downstairs got remodeled.” 

Facelift for lower Hinkhouse

Photo by Tarah Condit
The remodeling of the “fitness room” is just 
one of the changes made to lower Hink.

Continued from Page 1
Students elected to serve as 
representatives for SGA
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As a representation of the 
entire student body, the Student 
Government Association is one of the 
most important student organizations 
on campus. On Sept. 11, elections 
were held to elect new first- and 
second-year representatives to SGA.

The general duties of SGA mainly 
include acting as a liaison between the 
students, faculty and administration 
and serving as a representation of the 
entire student body.

Second-year SGA positions that 
needed to be filled were those of 
president and vice-president.

Candidates for SGA president 
were Ashley Larsen and Rachel 
Timmer, both from Arizona. Larsen 
was elected to serve as SGA president 
for the 2007-2008 school year.

Larsen was elected as SGA vice-
president at the end of the 2006-2007 
school year and has been serving 
those duties up until this point. She 
has past leadership experience as 
well.

“I ran for student body president 
in high school, but was beaten by the 
football team captain who didn’t do 
anything the whole year. 

“I wanted to do at Cottey what I 
wasn’t able to do in high school. I was 
active in the student government all 
throughout high school, and I liked 
having a vote in what the school 
did,” she said.

She has many plans for SGA this 
year. “I would like SGA meetings to 
be more concise and effective. We 
took a long time to decide things that 
were definitely not that important. 

“I also want SGA to connect 
more with the students. I felt that the 
students didn’t really know what was 
going on last year. I also want our 
students to feel comfortable giving 
their opinions!”

According to the SGA 
constitution, the president’s duties 
and responsibilites are calling 
and presiding over general or 
special meetings of the student 
body or SGA senate, being the 
chairperson of the SGA Executive 
Board, having the power, authority 
and responsibility to represent 
the students in discussions and 
negotiations with the Cottey College 
Board of Trustees, administration, 
faculty and staff of the College, 
appointing chairpersons to standing 
and various other committees and 

have the authority to create ad hoc 
committees as she deems necessary 
and represent the student body on 
ceremonial occasions.”

Running for vice-president were 
Timmer and Christina “Viggy” 
Alexandersson from Illinois. Timmer 
was elected to serve as SGA vice-
president.

Timmer’s reasons for running 
include the desire to become more 
active in campus life.

“I wasn’t nearly as involved as I 
want to be and I figured what better 
way to be involved than helping 
the college cater to the students’ 
opinions and ideas while maintaining 
professional credibility,” she said.

The SGA constitution outlines 
the vice-president’s duties as 
assuming and performing all the 
duties of the president in the event 
that the president is unable to fulfill 
those responsibilities, aiding and 
assisting the president in achieving 
the executive funtions of the SGA, 
overseeing and being the chief 
liaison between all newly formed 
and ad hoc committees and chairing 
the judicial board. 

First-year SGA positions 
available were three senators-at-
large, parliamentarian, secretary and 
publicity coordinator, as well as a 
representative from each residence 
hall.

Elected first-year senators-at-
large were Veselina Hristova from 
Bulgaria, Mary Jinglewski from 
Georgia and Mareme Kaloga from 
France. 

Grace Asante from Ghana is 
SGA’s new parliamentarian. The 
duties of the parlimentarian include 
ensuring that the Senate operates 
constitutionally and according to 
adequate parliamentary procedure, 
chairing the constitution committee 
and being a member of the Elections 
committee.

SGA secretary is Vanessa 
Conatser from Arizona. The 
secretary is responsbile for recording 
SGA Senate’s proceedings and take 
minutes at meetings.

Sarah Stone from Minnesota is 
SGA’s new publicity coordinator, 
who publisizes SGA sponsored 
activities.

First-year hall representatives 
are Emily Summars from Oklahoma 
for Robertson hall, Rachel Minor 
from Missouri for P.E.O. hall and 
Cassie Kaminski from Minnesota 
for Reeves hall. 

Dr. Rogers’s Office Hours

Judy Rogers, President 
of Cottey College, now 
has open office hours for 
students.

On Sept. 15, Rogers 
became available for 
students to come and 
speak with her. She 
will listen to students’ 

concerns and answer any 
questions they may have.

Rogers is available 
most Tuesdays from 
1 p.m. to 2 p.m. in her 
office. The President’s 
office is located on the 
second floor of Main 
Hall.

Where are they from?
Welcome to our international students!

P.E.O. Hall
Elizabeth Lengwe - Zambia

Rebecca Cruz Hernandez - Mexico
Constance de Marnhac - France

Nataliya Herasymova - Germany/Ukraine
Maki Matsuoka - Japan

Nora Paskaleva - Bulgaria
Tapiwa Siguake - Zimbabwe

Lydia Uzunova - Bulgaria
Robertson Hall

Ying Kau - Hong Kong
Yukako Suyama - Japan

Huan Xu - China
Chigusa Yoshihara - Japan

Oksana Bakalenko - Ukraine
Daniela Manolova - Bulgaria

Reeves Hall
Dorji Dema - Bhutan

Veselina Hristova - Bulgaria
Mareme Kaloga - France
Yukako Matsuda - Japan

Grace Ohene Asante - Ghana
Alla Pivniak - Ukraine

Gertrude Siziba - Zimbabwe
Violet Chombwe - Malawi
Mariya Ivanova - Bulgaria

Maya Yoshida - Japan



Sept. 28, 2007 Page 3

Alicia Carney
Spectrum Staff Writer

The Juanito Pascual Ensemble 
set fire to the Cottey stage the night 
of Sept. 15 with a unique blend 
of traditional and contemporary 
flamenco guitar accompanied by 
an exhilarating demonstration of 
Spanish dance and rhythm.  

Commanding the atmosphere 
almost immediately upon taking 
the stage, Pascual established a 
casual, intimate setting that defied a 
musician of his caliber. His passion 
for the music became evident as he 
identified different origins for the 
beat structures in each song and 
invited the audience to experience 
his compositions through the history 
that created them. 

True to his word, Pascual’s music presented a variety of rhythms that led 
the audience on an auditory tour through many of Spain’s musical regions; the 
songs vividly reflected the flavor and dynamic of their foundational locale.A 
traditional Granaina, this being a musical form of flamenco influenced by the 
Granada region in South-east Spain, opened the performance. As a solo piece 
it was an appropriate introduction to Pascual’s passionate style; all attention 
was focused on the flickering movement of his fingers as he acquainted his 
audience with the unique temperament of flamenco guitar.  

For the second piece, he was joined by the three members of his ensemble: 
Rohan Gregory, Jerry Leake, and La Conga. The song, he explained, was a 
12-beat Alegrias, which translates into the word “joy.” Indeed, his ensemble 
honored the composition with a lively performance in which they maintained 
a complicated rhythm with nothing more than the clapping of their hands.

In traditional flamenco style, the hands are used like instruments as 
often as physical mediums. La Conga further expanded this concept by 
incorporating various foot stamps, tongue clicks, and three-fingered snaps 
into the performance. For the third song, her fiery, expressive voice helped 

the audience to comprehend the traditional melodic phrases beyond the 
limits of simple translation.  

Pascual described the Bulerias as “the most festive of all flamenco forms” 
and attributed this to its place of origin; the city of Jerez in southwestern 
Spain, which is home to Sherry wine. The energy La Conga delivered in 
the song carried out to the audience and had many people dancing in their 
seats.

The fourth song moved into more contemporary flamenco territory with 
Jerry Leake playing an instrument that was introduced to the style roughly 
25 years ago. The cajon is essentially a hollow wooden box with a hole in 
one side and is used to produce a variety of percussion sounds. 

Pascual said he gave this particular song the title of “Elation” because it 
was only completed six months prior to the performance, although he began 
its composition more than a decade ago. It incorporated a popular rhythm 
known as the rumba and is expected to be included on his next CD.

Gregory’s familiarity with the violin captivated the audience with an 
arousing introduction to the next piece before Pascual’s guitar blended 
seamlessly into the performance. The music faded into the background 
during another of La Conga’s dynamic presentations of flamenco dance, 
during which the reverberations of her footsteps echoed throughout the 
auditorium.

“It is important to be inspired,” she said of her experience with dance, 
which includes many years of living and studying in Spain.

After a brief intermission, the ensemble returned to play a piece with 
origins in Huelva, a Spanish city just south of Portugal. The song featured 
a strong 6-beat rhythm with more traditional lyrics sung by La Conga, who 
also danced for a more traditional performance of the Alagrias form.

The final composition in the performance, titled “Rumba for J.B.”, was 
inspired by none other than James Brown and followed a more traditional 
form of “Elation”. “I think of this song as what would happen if James Brown 
were in India hanging out with flamenco people,” Pascual mentioned by way 
of explanation. Through the ensemble’s unique blend of guitar, violin, and 
percussion, the piece did manage to express that surprising combination and 
appeared to be well received by the audience.

In addition to experimenting with contemporary forms of flamenco, Pascual 
has also branched out into the film industry. Several of his arrangements 
have made their way into motion picture scores, and he mentioned that 
film composition is something he would like to do more of. Currently he is 

scheduled to film a scene for the upcoming movie “The Pink Panther 2” in 
which he will perform a guitar piece during a flamenco dance.  “It happened 
very spontaneously,” he admits.

Pascual will also be traveling to Spain, where he will perform in the 
native homeland of flamenco music for the first time. Rather than feeling 
nervous, he is excited about the opportunity and expresses confidence in his 
contribution to the performance. 

Certainly his passion for the music has brought him a long way since he 
first discovered flamenco. There was a time when his future as a musician 
was uncertain after he suffered a long-term playing-related injury to his 
hand, but having fully recovered now Pascual affirms that it was “the best 
thing that ever happened to me.” 

He was sure to mention that he was fortunate enough to meet many 
exceptional teachers during his recovery, and simply concluded that it was 
his “desire to keep playing” that kept him motivated.

The Juanito Pascual Ensemble’s spectacular performance here at Cottey 
was directly awarded a standing ovation from the crowd, a sure sign of 
appreciation for the passion and intensity they shared for flamenco

Cottey stage on fire during Juanito Pascual Ensemble tour

Photo by Alicia Carney
Students witnessed Juanito 
Pasucal’s passion for music 
at his Sept. 15 performance.

Photo by Alicia Carney
The Juanito Pascual Ensemble’s spectacular performance here at 
Cottey was directly awarded a standing ovation from the crowd, a  
sign of appreciation for the passion they shared of flamenco

Marissa Willems
Spectrum Staff Writer

It was ten minutes until class 
started, and the door to her room 
was locked. And as fortune 
would have it, the key was inside 
the room, and her ever elusive 
roommate was nowhere to be 
found. Yet there was hope, for the 
main character who, who will go 
unnamed, is a resident of Reeves 
Hall and Megan McIntire has the 

key.
McIntire, a former Cottey 

student and residence assistant, 
has taken up the position of hall 
director for Reeves. 

Not only is she the Reeves hall 
director, but she is also the one 
who is on staff all the time. If a 
hall director in PEO or Robbie is 
unavailable, students can go to 
McIntire instead. 

Her other duties include 
updating the car database, 
opening locked doors, running 
errands, attending meetings, and 
in general helping out where she 
is needed. This is how McIntire 
commonly spends her mornings. 

In the evening life gets a little 
more hectic when all the students 
return to their dorms. McIntire 
makes rounds to be social and 
to, “show everyone that I am 
around,” she said. 

In her free time McIntire said, 
she enjoys knitting, watching 
movies, and reading. She has a 
variety of books ranging from 
“Harry Potter,” to classics such as 
“Les Miserables.” 

The only genres that McIntire 
avoids include books that lean 

towards the scary side. She did 
live in Reeves a couple months 
before anyone arrived.

Besides the reading, she also 
loves to scrapbook, and is currently 
working on scrapbooking her own 
senior trip when she was here at 
Cottey. 

After graduating from Cottey, 
she continued her education in 
Colorado. There she attended a 
co-ed school and graduated with 
a bachelor degree in psychology. 

McIntire realized she missed 
the relationships that she was able 
to form at Cottey. It was partly 
due to this that McIntire found 
herself coming back to Cottey.

 When asked why she decided 
to take the job, she said, “I loved 
it here. I was an R.A., and it was 
one of the best jobs that I have 
had.” 

McIntire takes her job here 
seriously and is concerned for 
the safety of the students. She 
said as much during her speech 
to Reeves hall. It was then that 
she told students not to hesitate in 
asking her questions.

Former Cottey student returns to 
become new Reeves hall director

Tanne Stephens 
Spectrum Staff Writer

Cottey students welcomed several new 
additions to campus this fall, including 
new P.E.O. hall director, Jo Byrnes, ad-
junct professor of dance.

Byrnes grew up in Ft. Leavenworth, 
Kan. Throughout her high school career, 
she was studious and obedient, following 
the advice and knowledge of others. 

After high school, she again found it 
natural to abide by the guidance of those 
around her and pursue computer engi-
neering. 

After graduating from Kansas State 
University (K-State) in Manhattan, Kan., 
she got a job in her studied field. She 
was not sure if computer engineering was 
what she really wanted to do.

“I could do it, but I didn’t have a pas-
sion for it,” she claimed. 

She had taken dance lessons through-
out high school but never thought much 

about making a career out of it. She was 
23 years old when she finally decided 
that dance was her passion. She then went 
back to K-State for two years, taking 
mostly dance classes. Next, she began her 
graduate study at Texas Woman’s Univer-
sity in Denton, Texas in dance and related 
arts. She had finally found her passion.

Conveniently, Byrnes’s best friend 
from college, Haley Hoss Jameson, had 
a job as professor of dance at Cottey Col-
lege. When Byrnes found out there was an 
opening as an adjunct assistant professor 
of dance at Cottey, she was thrilled. 

“We had always dreamed of teaching 
together, but collegiate dance teaching 
jobs are really hard to get,” she said. 

Even with this wonderful opportunity 
staring her in the face, Byrnes said she 
had some preconceptions about Cottey. 
After teaching at four-year colleges, she 
was afraid that the maturity level of the 
students at a two-year school would be 
lower than average. 

She was also concerned with the level 
of interest she would receive at such a 
smaller institution. She soon realized how 
wrong her preconceptions were. 

“The young women that choose to come 
to Cottey must be of above-average intel-

ligence,” she now boasts. “I’ve taught at 
four-year institutions, and I have probably 
had more in-depth conversations here with 
first and second-year college students than 
I’ve had with some juniors and seniors at 
four-year schools.” 

She has found the dedication and enthu-
siasm of students tremendously exciting 
and inspirational. “Cottey students make 
things happen,” she said. “If something 
needs to be done, they will step up and 
make it happen. I just love that.” 

Growing up an only child, Byrnes said 
she was nervous about the closeness of 
the Cottey community. 

“Now, I’m actually sad when I see 
someone on campus, and I don’t know 
them,” she said. “I want to know ev-
erybody!” She said she has found the 
intimate social unit to be something en-
joyable, which is part of the reason she 
decided to take the opportunity to become 
P.E.O. hall director.

“It was the right situation at the right 

moment in my life.” 
So far there has been nothing Byrnes 

could not handle as a hall director. Byrnes 
said she finds unexpected enjoyments at 
her new job. 

She remains realistic in her approach, 
admitting that she can not possibly know 
everything that is going on, but she hopes 
that students feel comfortable enough to 
come and talk to her anytime they need. 

Along with dance, Byrnes also teaches 
yoga on Monday nights from 6 p.m. to 
6:45 p.m. This is open to any student who 
is interested. 

You may also find Byrnes in the Cottey 
College weight room where she does car-
diovascular exercise 5-6 days a week. 
“Once a month I will have a burger and 
fries,” she admits. 

Byrnes is a talented woman whose 
spirit is encouraging and lively. She con-
tinues to seek out knowledge in everyday 
life, being thankful for her experiences 
and opportunities.

New P.E.O. hall director  and dance teacher committed to and inspired by Cottey students

Alicia Carney
Spectrum Staff Writer

The Cottey campus echoed with 
laughter on the night of Thursday, 
Sept.13 after a performance by The 
Second City Touring Company, a 
prominent improvisational comedy 
troupe out of Chicago. 

“One Nation, Under Blog” show-
cased a selection of various sketches 
archived by Second City Chicago 
alumnae performers, an impressive 
list that includes many of today’s 
popular entertainers like Tina Fey 
and Mike Meyers.  The performanc-
es were straightforward, direct, and 
the actors made no effort to avoid 
vulgar language and sexuality. 

Although the staging was simple, 
only four chairs and a grand piano, 
the illusions created by the six-per-
son cast were as realistic as imagi-
nation could make them and musi-
cal accompaniment maintained an 
appropriate mood to supplement the 
actors’ exaggerated pantomime.

In keeping with the company’s 
reputation for pointed satire, much 
of the humor was inspired by recent 
controversial concerns.  The audi-
ence appeared to accept the frankly 
liberal positions suggested by the 
actors, although there were sev-
eral sketches that provoked more 
shocked gasps than laughter; most 
notably a rather unexpected allusion 
to the Ku Klux Klan.  

“So many people were hurt 
through those people’s actions,” said 
second-year student Melissa Winter 
from Florida. “I don’t think it should 
be made light of. It’s a very serious 
issue”.

Other bits infringed on personal 
boundaries regarding parental rela-

tionships and laws regarding homo-
sexuals.  Still, many students appre-
ciated the chance to make light of 
situations that are commonly char-
acterized by excessive solemnity, 
applauding Second City’s courage 
and ability to unite an audience.  

“The fact that people are brave 
enough to get up on stage and make 
fun of it makes me happy because I 
wouldn’t have the courage to,” one 
first-year student said to the per-
formers.

Because the material included in 
the show is constantly varied it is 
impossible to create an ideal mix of 
sketches tailored for each audience, 
although it is unlikely Second City 
would choose to do so if the oppor-
tunity were presented.  

The actors did, however, mention 
that Cottey students had produced 
one of the best audiences they’d had 
on tour.  When asked how Second 

City performers react, respond, and 
defend themselves against the antici-
pated criticism,Dana Quercioli sim-
ply concluded, “If someone is that 
upset then we know we made them 
think, and they probably needed to 
hear it.”  

Earlier that day, Quercioli and 
her fellow actor Tim Baltz offered 
an improvisational class to Cottey 
students in which they emphasized 
the importance of acceptance and 
practice.  The session began with a 
name exercise that taught partici-
pants to receive verbal cues without 
hesitation.  

Once they were comfortable with 
the fast-paced interactive environ-
ment, Quercioli and Baltz increased 
the difficulty by introducing “three-
line scenes”, in which the “who, 
what, when, where, and why” of the 
scene had to be spontaneously es-
tablished in three lines between two 

people.  
They pointed out that the best 

sketches were often formed with the 
most basic suggestions and succeed-
ed because nothing was denied.  

The session ended with students 
performing long form two person 
scenes with only a single suggestion 
from the audience for guidance.  One 
of these suggestions, “ticky tack”, 
resurfaced during the Second City 
performance later that evening.

After the show, Cottey students 
were excited to get their programs 
autographed and many enjoyed a 
brief interaction with the cast in the 
green room.  When the conversa-
tion turned to the notable qualities 
of Nevada, Mo., several performers 
commented on the quality of their 
lodgings.  For once, actor Brendan 
Jennings wasn’t joking when he 
said, “We’ve stayed in some pretty 
dank hotels.”

Second City performance Sept. 13 brings laughter 
to Cottey; students react to controversial allusions 

Photo by Alicia Carney
Second City Touring Company took Cottey by storm with their performance, “One Nation, Under Blog. 
Sketches archived by Second City include many popular entertainers, such as Mike Myers and Tina Fey.

Photo by Tanne Stephens
Jo Byrnes, P.E.O. hall director, is a fa-
miliar face to most second-year stu-
dents. She came to Cottey last year 
as an associate professor of dance.
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Eyre Sale
Contributing Writer

Welcome to college! Here’s a 
slap in the face: we’re going to treat 
you like you’re a five-year-old. I’m 
referring, of course, to the “PlayFair” 
event planned for all freshmen as a 
part of Cottey College’s orientation 
activities. 

We were assembled in a 
gymnasium full of shrieking second 
year students and guided through 
“ice-breaking” games by a guest 
speaker jumping around a stage, 
screaming her lungs out through a 
microphone. 

The games involved close body 
contact, play acting, and other 
playground games I’ve found 
immature and ultimately unsatisfying 
since kindergarten. 

PlayFair may have been meant 
to help students warm up to each 
other, but it was nothing more than a 
humiliating experience to me. 

The worst of is was that I 
didn’t feel I had the option not to 
participate. Although meant as good 
fun, I think it was more damaging in 
the long run.

PlayFair offended me on a 
few different levels. I don’t need 
someone screaming, “Go meet some 
new people!” through a microphone 
in order for me to do so. I’m quite 
capable socializing by myself. I also 
enjoy the freedom of deciding when 
and where I want to socialize. 

After a long, exhausting day 
packed full of orientation activities, 
loud, forced, in-your-face summer 
camp games were not my idea of 
fun. 

Then there was the physical 
aspect of the Playfair, namely the 
close body contact games. I don’t 
like anybody to touch my body, 
let alone strangers. Yet there I was 
rubbing up back-to-back and sitting 
on people’s knees. I continued to 
cooperate despite the gut feeling 
telling me it felt wrong.

I was so frazzled after two days 
of travel to a new college and part 
of the country that I “went with the 
flow.” I was in a vulnerable and 
impressionable state and felt rather 
violated. I have my principles and 
usually defend myself very well 
when I feel they’re being violated. 
But not this time.

Some girls liked PlayFair. Some 
girls didn’t. Some girls were so 
offended by it, they called their 
parents that very night and lamented 
at having “chosen the wrong 
college.” 

If so many of us had a bad 
reaction to PlayFair, I have to ask 
why we all went along with it. We 
were not given the option to exercise 
our freedom of choice, so we all 
assumed we did not have any. It was 
scheduled in as another “mandatory 
event,” so we went. 

We’ve been trained throughout 
our childhood to be obedient, 
particularly when it comes to orders 
from an institution such as school. 

However, we’re in college now. 
We’re supposed to be independent 
individuals. I would have liked to 
see that freedom exercised rather 
than ignored, even infringed upon.

It must be noted that during the 
PlayFair, we were told, “You don’t 
have to do this if you don’t want to.” 
This wasn’t even a consideration in 
my mind because no one else was 

leaving. I “did it” because “everyone 
else was doing it.” 

I find this deeply disturbing, 
especially coming from me. I’m 
usually not susceptible to peer-
pressure, yet I allowed my morals to 
be degraded in the name of being a 
good sport. I abandoned my dignity 
to please others, reverting to the 
default herding instinct. Why did I 
do this? 

I feel I abandoned myself. I am 
reminded of the famous “Stanford 
Prison Experiment” in which the 
subjects lost themselves to the 
extent that they became abusive 
personalities.

There was a slightly sadistic edge 
to the occasion, a theme that always 
underlies the group mentality. The 
humiliation was part of the “fun.” I 
have to ask  myself, had the situation 
been slightly more intense, invaded 
my principles more seriously, would 
I have said anything? I certainly 
hope so.

 The, “Oh, it was just harmless 
fun,” mentality is the basis of so 
many accidents.  “Harmless fun” 
masks so many self-destructive 
human tendencies. 

What about drinking games at 
college parties? Dating a guy you 
think is creepy? “I didn’t want to... 
But everyone else was doing it.”  

Thinking back now, I feel even 
more terrible about it because if I 
had voiced my discomfort, or simply 
just left, I think a lot of other girls 
would have followed my example, 
much to their relief.

I was a little disappointed in 
Cottey that it would put me, and 
so many other young women, in a 
situation where I felt I had no voice, 
no control. 

It might have been perfectly 
harmless, but it reinforces destructive 
behaviors. Young women living 
in our male-dominated society are 
already susceptible to peer-pressure 
and subservience. 

You sacrifice yourself, and most 
importantly, your sense of self, in 
order to please other people. This 
is the kind of attitude that keeps so 
many females passive within our 
society. Is this a good impression 
for a women’s college to make on its 
firstst year students?

The Playfair provided the kind 
of first impression it’s really not in 
a college’s best interests to make. It 
recreated the high-school setting I 
thought I was escaping when I came 
to college. It confronted me with 
the group mentality during a time I 
didn’t feel strong enough to defend 
myself. 

I want to be treated and respected 
as a dignified individual. I chose to 
be at college. I’d like my college to 
respect this in return. 

PlayFair: Just harmless fun? 

“What is one thing from home that you wish you could have 
at Cottey or in Nevada?”

Constance de Marnhac
First-year student from France

“I miss all my shoes the most. 
It may be very material, but I 

am good in my shoes!” Jenna Hullerman
Second-year student from 

Minnesota

“The one thing I wish for from 
home is...my home.  Mom, 
Dad, dog, room, kitchen, full 
shower/bath...the whole she-
bang.  Obvious and lame as 
probably sounds, there it is.” 

Jaki Treasure
Second-year student from 

Colorado

“The one thing from home that 
I wish I could have here would 

have to be my fiance!”

Paige Burton
First-year student from 

Kansas

“Either my dog, Jaycie, or my 
air conditioner!”

Natalie Luvera
First-year student from 

Nevada

“I wish I could have Nevada 
[state]... Really, I do. I miss 
having all of the availably of 
anything I needed or wanted in 
Las Vegas. As well as the dry 
heat, its a little more pleasant 

then the humid heat.” 

Elisa LeDesky
First-year student from 

Washington

“I wish I could have the ocean 
and the mountains and pretty 
much the west coast of Wash-

ington state right here!”

Ami Mohr
Second-year student from 

Michigan

“A good selection of fresh fish 
in the stores.”

Allison Strube
First-year student from 

Wyoming

“I wish Nevada had a large in-
door ice skating rink becuase I 

love to speed skate!”
Keep watching your 
email for next month’s 

Cottey Question!

Are you an artist?
Do you want to get your 

artwork published?
The Spectrum is looking for artists to draw 

cartoons.
Submissions can be sent to:

tromero@student.cottey.edu or 
tcondit@student.cottey.edu

Charlotte Schoder
Contributing Writer

Most universities can trust their 
students enough to be their own 
monitor for using the Internet and can 
trust students enough to not have the 
need for blocking certain websites. 
Usually by the time a student makes 
it into college they have learned 
enough about internet safety to be 
able to not have an “internet nanny” 
watch over their activity. 

The use of the Barracuda web filter 
on the Cottey network is filtering the 
websites we view and judging them 
for us like a parent. You would like to 
believe that a student browsing the web would have enough sense to change 
the page if something offensive showed up on the screen and to be their own 
judge of what is controversial. 

We have a right to free speech and a right to know about things that go on 
in our society. For example most of you haven’t heard about the Sept. 15th 

protest at the White House; there was little to no national coverage of the 
anti-war protest. We can’t deny that this event didn’t happen and can’t ignore 
the fact that the national news chooses what we see. Even if a person watches 
CNN and FOX News daily and reads their local newspaper for stories, they 
still can’t say they are truly informed citizens. 

To be truly informed you need to be nosy, to be able to snoop around 
until you get the information you need. But a problem presents itself here. 
How can a college student stay informed and in the know if we can’t do our 
own personal research? If the sites that give us the truth and expose us to the 
world are kept from us and blocked we stay uninformed. We, as students,  
need to be aware of what’s going on in the world. 

With a filter on the Internet, we have a parent looking over our shoulder 
as we do our research, limiting and trying to protect our eyes from things 
they believe we shouldn’t know or see. Most students got away from home 
to be away from parents’ watchful eyes and learn without being judged for 
what we see. 

With the opportunity to write about controversial topics in our college 
classes most students enjoy that privilege and utilize it. When the time comes 
after the idea and the thesis are written, you run into a website block on your 
research. 

You’re being censored. Being kept from the information you need to be 
an informed student; an informed citizen. 

First-year student responds to censorship on campus



Alicia Carney
Spectrum Staff Writer

Days after Cottey College kicked 
off the fall semester, “Human iPod” 
John Rush gave students an intimate 
performance at the historic B.I.L. 
Hill Lodge, taking requests from 
a variety of genres to please all 
musical tastes.

The concert was accompanied 
by food and beverages provided 
by Student Life, and the friendly 
gathering of first-year and second-
year students helped ease the pain 
of knowing summer had officially 
ended.

Rush’s musical capacity was 
evident from the first powerful note 
he sang, supplemented by familiar 
guitar chords from popular songs.  

Although he used no other 
instrument during the performance, 
his use of a loop machine allowed 
him to record guitar solos and layer 
other notes and beats over it. 

Indeed, his mastery of the 
instrument was revealed in his ability 
to make his single guitar sound like 
an entire band.

Rush began playing the guitar at 
the age of 12 and has since released 
three CDs, all of which were available 
for purchase after the show.  

When asked how he remembers 
so many songs while performing 
live, he explained that the guitar 

parts are just melodies in his head 
and the lyrics appear as a story.  

Throughout the evening, students 
were invited to explore a sizeable 
playlist of songs from over 150 
popular groups spanning a number 
of decades.  

Rush was gracious about granting 
a majority of the requests, allowing 
the audience to decide between two 
suggested songs.  

However, “I refuse to sing Kelly 
Clarkson,” he said.  

Requests ranged from Dave 
Matthews Band to The Killers and 
featured every genre in between, 
with the exception of country. 

“That’s what set me apart from 
every other performer in Nashville,” 
Rush said. 

Second-year student Kayla Pyper 
from Michigan was even invited on 
stage to sing harmony with Rush, 
creating a memorable finale to the 
event.

Sept. 28, 2007 Page 5

Students work to overcome homesickness
Violet Chombwe

Spectrum Staff Writer

Do you know what it feels like 
to be in a different culture, to speak 
another language, to go to school 
with people you don’t know, and on 
top of that, be a 48-hour flight away 
from home? 

If you do, then you understand 
what it is like to feel pangs of 
homesickness almost every day.

Every year, thousands of people 
from all over the world come to 
America to study. Most of the time, 
they leave their families and friends 
behind. Being away from home 
gives them opportunities to meet 
new friends and learn about the new 
culture and other things, like favorite 
foods. 

Most of the time, having to 
deal with new experiences can be 
frustrating and stressful. Some 
people overcome that as they adapt 
to a new environment, but for some, 
it may lead to homesickness.

Homesickness is a natural feeling 
that people experience when they 
move to a new environment, which 
includes a new place and new people. 
People get homesick as a result of 
living their everyday life in a way 
that they are not used to, as well as 
being far from familiar places and 
faces. 

When 10 Cottey College 
international students were 
interviewed, eight of them admitted 
that they are homesick. A few of 
the reasons why they are homesick 
is because they are far from home, 
away from their families, and far 
away from their culture.

 Mariya Ivanova is a second-year 
student from Bulgaria. She likes 
being away from home because she 
meets people with different outlooks 
and culture, shares ideas with young 
people, and socializes. Although 
this is her second year in college, 
she explained that she sometimes 
gets homesick and that she has to do 
something to relieve it. 

“I walk to the park, stay busy and 
talk to myself to overcome it” said 
Ivanova.

 Unlike Ivanova, Maya Yoshida, 
a second-year student from Japan, is 
not homesick for her parents simply 
because she is used to not having her 
parents around.  But she misses other 
things like the language and food. 
She said that she is missing Japanese 
food because it’s not oily. 

People have different ways 
of dealing with situations like 
homesickness. What makes it hard 
for them to deal with it when they 
are not at home is because they are 
away from the familiar and they 
are without their usual sources 
of support. But most of the time, 
staying busy helps them to not feel 
homesick. 

“I always keep myself so busy by 
being involved in school activities 
that I have no time to feel homesick,” 
said Dorjo Dema, a first-year student 
from Bhutan. 

People who are homesick work to 

overcome it by doing lots of different 
things. 

Some suggestions are:
-They talk to someone. If they 

haven’t made friends yet, they may 
try teachers, peer listeners or an RA.

-Take walks. Just like Ivanova 
said, walking can sometimes relax 
your mind.

-Keep in contact with people you 
have left behind.    “I talk on the 
phone and email everyone I miss. 
This helps me to not feel homesick,” 
said Getrude Ratiozo Siziba, a first-
year student from Zimbabwe. 

-Remember that you are not 
alone. There are a lot of people who 
are feeling the same. Remember that 
it is natural to feel homesick.

-Remember to get enough food 
and sleep.

There are many options for 
helping with homesickness. It is 
important that, as Cottey students, 
we work to support each other and 
try to understand what others may be 
going through.

Cottey   student writes 
and publishes novel

Marissa Willems
Spectrum Staff Writer

“I have been walking for a long 
time, I have lost track of how long. 
I don’t know where I am going, but 
I know what I am looking for; I am 
looking for peace and happiness.”

This quote is taken from 
“Childhood Flight,” a novel written 
by second-year student Violet 
Chombwe from Malawi.

“Childhood Flight” is Chombwe’s 
second book. It can be found at www.
lulu.com by doing a simple search 
of the title or Chombwe’s name. 
The book is 86 pages and is geared 
towards teens and adults. 

The story is meant to be an easy 
read that is catching and educating. 
It tells the story of the struggles of 
a young girl in Africa and her fight 
against poverty and AIDS in order to 
live her dreams. 

While the book reads as fiction 
and is marked as such, the story 
itself is based on reality and the 
things Chombwe noticed while she 
grew up. 

So what made Chombwe write 
every day for a month then take two 
months to edit her own book? For 
Chombwe the answer was simple. 

“I have always wanted to write. 
I began in sixth grade when I got 
involved in a writing group at a 
youth center,” she said. 

She went on to say that it was 
in this group that she published a 
children’s book in her own language. 
The book was to be used in the youth 

centers around her home. 
She continued writing in high 

school, working as an editor for her 
school newspaper. But when she told 
her family and friends that she was 
writing a book, they thought she was 
joking.  

She stuck to her heart though, and 
surprised her family when she did in 
fact finish the book and planned to 
self publish it. 

That is how Chombwe wrote 
“Childhood Flight,” but what was 
the reason behind those words and 
effort? To Chombwe, this story is 
not just something crafted for an 
enjoyable read, though it is one. 
She said she wrote the book with a 
purpose other than entertainment. 
She wrote in order to tell people 
what Africa is truly like. 

She spent her time writing so that 
others might be able to learn about 
more than the poverty and the wars. 
Chombwe worked so that people 
might see Africa through the eyes of 
those that live there.  

“Childhood Flight” is not the last 
book that Chombwe will ever write. 
She is currently working on two 
more books. 

One is a collection of oral tales 
that have been passed down through 
the generations. This book will be 
written in her native language so that 
the tales will not be forgotten.

The second is Chombwe’s own life 
story of what she has lived through.  
She said she plans on getting her life 
story published through a publishing 
house rather than self publication.

John Rush performance 
proves title of “Human iPod”

Oksana Bakalenko
Spectrum Assistant Editor

How often do you think of where 
to transfer? Or what major to choose? 
Shirley Rainey, Cottey’s new transfer 
and career planning coordinator, 
knows how to help you. 

Although she works at Cottey only 
part time, she tries to be available to 
every student because she strongly 
believes in the importance of 
education and encourages students 
to continue their studies after 
graduating from Cottey.

Rainey moved to Nevada from 
Kansas when she was five. Since 
then Nevada has been her home. 

Rainey graduated from Nevada 
High School. She is proud to be a 
Cottey College graduate of 1975. 

Rainey said that Cottey had left 
warm memories about different 
ceremonies and traditions and had 
given her life lasting friends.

 She also remembers her English 

professor Dr. Nash who drew her 
into literature. 

She got her secondary education 
and school counselor degrees 
at Pittsburg State University in 
Pittsburg, Kan.

While studying at Cottey, Rainey 
worked in a Thornton bank and 
helped her mother in a fabric store. 
She was also a vocational home 
economics teacher in El Dorado 
Springs, Mo. 

Rainey received most of her work 
experience at Nevada High School. 
After being a counselor, she became 
a director of guidance, which led to 
her current connection with Cottey.

For the last three years, Rainey 
has been working with Dr. Judy 
Rogers, president of Cottey College, 
who coordinates leadership program 
in Nevada high school. During 
the summer Rainey was offered 
a position of a transfer and career 
coordinator at Cottey and she 
accepted the offer.

Although Rainey has recently 
retired from the high school, she is 
still working there. She is also the 
coordinator of the R-5 Scholarship 
Foundation in Nevada school 
district. 

Moreover, she is learning all the 
“ins and outs” of her new job at 
Cottey. 

To help students with their 
decision making, Rainey is 
planning to organize workshops on 
transferring, choosing a major and 
resume writing.

Since her graduation in 1975, 
Cottey has changed in different 
ways. 

Besides having new buildings 
on campus, Cottey offers more 
activities for students, such as 
athletic programs, internship and 
volunteer opportunities, a variety of 
clubs and academic services.  

According to Rainey, she likes 
working with Cottey students. Seeing 
a student who gets excited about 

her education, who has ambition 
and drive to study really makes her 
happy. 

She strongly believes that students 
should make the best of their two 
years at Cottey and continue their 
education before starting a family.

“Once you start a family, your 
priorities might be changed. I think 
it’s important for young women to 
get their education and then getting 
worried about having children,” said 
Rainey.

However her family is important 
to Rainey. Her husband Bill is from 
Nevada. They’ve been married for 
thirty years and have three children: 
a daughter who is 24 and two twin 
boys who are college students.

In her free time, Rainey likes to 
sew and play golf and bridge. During 
the summer time, she likes being 
outside gardening. In the winter, she 
enjoys reading.

Her second home is “the farm” 
– a place where her grandparents 

used to live and where her parents 
live now. Family gatherings are 
really important to her. Rainey 
said her parents were a really good 
example for her to follow – they 

are hard working, and they always 
emphasized the importance of 
college education. Now she is trying 
to bring this idea to Cottey students.

 

Photo by Oksana Bakalenko
Shirley Rainey is available in the Academic Assistance Center to 
help students with questions on transfer institutions and picking 
a major, as well as finding scholarships and internships.

Trivia!
What is Donald Duck’s name in his Italian comic strips?

A) Paperino    B) Lupetto    C) Topolino    D) Eta Beta

Answer to Trivia!
Donald Duck’s name in his Italian 
comic strips is Paolino Paperino. 

The first Italian comic book featur-
ing Donald was published on De-

cember 30, 1937, and depicted him 
as a space traveler visiting Mars.
New transfer and career planning coordinator a ‘75 Cottey grad

Step Sing kicks off 2007-2008 tradition season

Photos by Amy Sue Guinn
Upper left: CSC Exec members Maureen McCracken, Elise LaVio-
lette and Nici Lata. Upper right: Oregon Suite. Lower left: Freshmen 
waiting for Step Sing to begin. Lower right: Pope Suite seniors.

Step Sing is the first and one of the most important traditions 
of the school year. The freshmen are seated on the steps of Main 
Hall. The Seniors march up the driveway in their DJs, singing 
songs to the freshman class. The Cottey Senior Class executive 
members then introduce themselves to the freshmen before re-
uniting with their suite. Step Sing marks the beginning of the 
“Duck Game.” The rules of the game are explained by the CSC 
president and vice-president. The CSC mascot Hermitrude the 
duck is also introduced to the freshmen at this time.
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Rachel Timmer
Spectrum Staff Writer

Carmen Bourbon, professor of Spanish, was searching on the modern 
language job bank and noticed that Cottey College was in need of a new 
Spanish professor. Conveniently, her older son was currently living in 
Kansas City. Bourbon made a “crisp” drive to Nevada in February to start at 
9am and finish at 4pm doing interviews, meeting people, and seeing places 
around Cottey. 

She immediately grew fond of the library. When she was a child, her 
parents had told her “by reading you not only acquire the knowledge but 
you’ll travel, you’ll mentally travel.” 

Since then she’s been drawn to libraries anyway, but she said that the 
Ross Skiff Library has a “homey feeling”. Bourbon described that in other 
university and college libraries, you enter and they’re big and you’re on your 
own, but this isn’t the case at Cottey.

Coming from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and before that the 
University of Alaska-Anchorage, Bourbon said that she was especially 
looking forward to the idea of being a part of a women’s college. Co-ed 
schools simply have “different dynamics”, as many teachers switching from 
co-ed schools to single gender schools have described it. 

“It’s to, for and about women, that says it all,” Bourbon said about Cottey’s 
gear toward women’s education.

Bourbon was born in Puerto Rico but said that the education is almost the 
same because Puerto Rico is under U.S. Commonwealth. It came under U.S. 
Commonwealth after Spain lost the Philippines, Cuba and Puerto Rico to 
America in the Hispanic-American War in 1890. 

In the 40s and 50s there was an influx of Puerto Ricans came to the states 
to work in factories and such. When her parents came over during that influx, 
Bourbon learned English as her first language but her parents spoke Spanish 
in hopes that their children would grow up bilingual. Bourbon and her family 
returned to Puerto Rico and English then became her second language.

Her mother saw from an early age that Bourbon had a “skill” for teaching. 
She described to Bourbon how she would tell her friends something and then 

stand up and show it to them and make sure they understood it. Bourbon 
said, “it feels very comfortable, it just comes natural.”

Bourbon describes her siblings in this manner as well. They all had early 
knacks for what they later ended up doing as a career. Her brother used to 
enjoy fixing things and became an electrical engineer in Puerto Rico and her 
sister became a nurse but is now retired, though Bourbon said, “once a nurse, 
always a nurse.” 

It was apparent that Bourbon loves her family by the tenderness present 
in her eyes and in her voice. “Family is first,” she said. She followed her 
husband, whom she met in Puerto Rico, to Alaska where he was offered his 
job with the Trans-Atlantic Pipeline while she continued her career at the 
University of Alaska-Anchorage.

In the preparations to move here, she sent her now-retired-and-loving-
it husband ahead to look for a place in Nevada. However, he didn’t find 
anything here so they went on to Fort Scott. 

She said that the 30 minute drive from Fort Scott is “beautiful” and that 
she’s used to driving such a distance because she had to drive 30 minutes to 
her job when she lived in Nebraska.

“The water is exquisite there,” she said as she laughed.
While at Cottey, Bourbons goals include giving students the “big picture” 

of the Spanish language.She wants the students to understand that“Spanish 
is not just ‘Taco Tuesday’.”

With the growing popularity of the Spanish language, she wants to 
emphasize that it’s not just grammar. She wants to break the stereotypes 
associated with Spanish celebrations by educating. 

For Bourbon, educating starts with day one. She encourages by instilling 
“believe in yourself” in her students. She said that if a teacher starts off 
negative then they can’t expect anything to come from the year.

She also believes in giving the students choices. If lecture doesn’t work 
then Bourbon wants the students to know they can go to the lab, the web, the 
tutor, they can watch videos, etc. It helps “build a good foundation.”

Becky Epperson, a second-year student from Washington in Bourbon’s 
elementary Spanish class recognized that “everyone has different learning 
styles and I think she’s doing a good job of accommodating for all of 

them.”  
The moment Bourbon feels she’s truly done her job is when she sees her 

students respond. She enjoys seeing my students graduate and seeing them 
after a couple years. “It’s a great feeling ‘I did my job’.” 

Dominica Sena, a second-year from New Mexico enrolled in Bourbon’s 
intermediate Spanish class, said“She really believes that one person can 
change the world and that’s what I like about her teaching style.” 

Photo by Rachel Timmer
Carmen Bourbon, professor of Spanish, says that teaching comes natu-
rally to her. She wants to give students choices in the way they learn the 
language. She also believes in instilling ‘believe in yourself’ attitudes. 

New Spanish professor impresses students with teaching style

On Wed., Sept. 19, an email was sent out to faculty, staff and students, 
informing the Cottey community of a change that was to be implemented on 
campus. Mari Anne Phillips, dean of Student Life, explained the change that 
was about to take place. The email is as follows:

“To all Members of the Campus Community: 
“Because safety is important at Cottey, the members of the President’s 

Administrative council decided today to take steps to increase safety and 
security in Cottey’s residence halls by placing them on 24 hour keycard 
access beginning Thursday, September 20.  Because of the location of Raney 
Dining Room, the exception will be made with Robertson Hall.  The front 
doors of Robertson Hall will be unlocked for lunch, dinner, and Sunday 
Brunch.  Monday through Friday, Robertson Hall will be unlocked from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. for lunch, and from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. for dinner.  On Sunday, 
Robertson Hall will be unlocked from 10:30 a.m. till 1 p.m. for brunch. 

“Faculty and staff hosting gatherings/meetings at other than these 
designated unlocked hours, will need to complete a facility request to have 
doors unlocked and locked to allow guests access.  Faculty,staff, and guests 
will need to use the front door of Robertson Hall to enter the residence hall 
and dining hall.  A handicap accessible ramp is available in the front of the 
building.  The elevator can then be used to enter Raney Dining Room.  Persons 
having difficulty walking long distances may park in the circle drive to 

“BEGINNING THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, students will need to 
carry their keycards at all times to facilitate their entrance into the residence 
halls. Residence Hall receptionists are on duty Monday through Thursday 
from 11 a.m. till 11 p.m., Friday 11 a.m. till 1 a.m., Saturday, 9 a.m. till 
1 a.m., and Sunday 9 a.m. till 11 p.m.  If you have a guest arriving at the 
hall, they may speak to the receptionist by using the call box at the hall 
entrance and dialing 3001 for PEO, 4001 for Reeves, and 5001 for Robertson 
Hall to speak to the receptionist to gain access to the hall, or call your room 
extension directly to arrange to have you let them in the building.  

“All guests must check in with the receptionist to wait for their Cottey 
escort.  All male visitors must be signed in.  The residence hall parlors are 
open Monday through Thursday, from 11 a.m. till 10:50 p.m., Friday from 11 
a.m. till 12:50 a.m., Saturday from 9 a.m. till 12:50 a.m., and Sunday, from 
9 a.m. till 10:50 p.m. 

“We appreciate your cooperation with this change in practice.  We all enjoy 
the benefits of working in a safe campus community and town.  It is our goal 
that this practice will serve to further insure the continued safety of Cottey 
students in their living environment.  Thank you for your understanding. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 
Mari Anne Phillips
Dean of Sutdent Life”

Mass email addresses 
sudden change in keycard 
access to residence halls

Jessica Casimir
Spectrum Staff Writer

For 12 years as a chemistry 
professor and chair of the science 
and mathematics division, Brenda 
Ross is now the assistant dean of 
the faculty for Cottey College. 

She is often described by many 
as caring and enthusiastic. She is 
an intellectual woman eager to 
see her students thrive and assist 
with developing their abilities, 
making them the future leaders of 
tomorrow’s world.  

Native to the midwest, Ross 
received her bachelor of science 
in chemistry at the University 
of Nebraska with two minors in 
biology and English. 

She continued to pursue her 

graduate studies at the prestigious 
Yale University where she received 
her doctorate of philosophy in 
chemistry. 

When asked what ignited her 
interest for the sciences, Ross stated, 
“I knew it was something that was 
difficult and that it was something 
girls weren’t supposed to do.”

 Rather than following the 
conventional route for women, 
she decided to do pursue what was 
unexpected of her gender and excel 
greatly within the male-dominated 
field. 

She described her experiences 
in graduate school as “the best of 
times” for they were concurrently 
“the worst of times” as well. 

The majority of the days consisted 
of lab research, library research, or 

writing papers, one of which could 
only be done at given time. 

Ross held secondary interests in 
English despite the great contrast of 
pursing a degree in science rather 
than the liberal arts. 

Her passion for education began 
as she was chosen to be a teacher 
assistant during her sophomore 
year of college, an opportunity 
rarely granted to students below the 
upperclassman-level. 

Alongside to her contributions as 
a professor, head chair, and a dean, 
Ross is continuing to positively 
impact the college by initiating 
an international service program/
learning consortium during winter 
break. 

In addition to her work in as a 
chemistry professor, Ross worked as 

a sponsor for Phi Theta Kappa, the 
general honor society for two year 
colleges and traveled to Guatemala 
with a PTK member last year.

Chemisty professor becomes new assistant dean of the faculty

Can you guess which of your classmates these 
smiling faces belong to? Answers will appear in next 

month’s issue of The Spectrum.

First-year student 
Home: Washington Second-year student 

Home: Wisconsin

Favorite Quote:
“Kind words are short and easy to 

speak, but their echos are truly 
endless.”

-Mother Theresa

Favorite Quote:
“I ain’t never run my train off the 

track and I ain’t never lost a 
passenger.”

-Harriet Tubman

Nicknames:
Sisa

 Lissa
Lissa Mae

Nicknames:
Kabeese
Peanut

B

Odd Childhood Activity
“I used to dress my cat up in doll 

clothes.”

Odd Childhood Activity
“I used to hang upside down from 
the clothesline pole. All the time.”

If you want to be featured as a “Baby of the Month,” 
send a picture, nicknames, favorite quote and an odd 
childhood activity to tromero@student.cottey.edu or 

eschoch@student.cottey.edu

Brenda Ross has contributed to 
Cottey by way of being a chemis-
try professor and PTK sponsor.



Cottey College volleyball players, 2007
Hello everyone! 
It’s time for an update on the Comet volleyball team, and boy am I looking 
forward to telling you about them!! I have a wonderful group of young 
ladies this year, who have been working hard in the classroom, as well as 
on the playing court since the start of the season.

Our first match was Sept. 1st at Springfield, where we took on Centra 
lBible for a victory in three games.

Next, we took on the team that I told my players was “the team to beat 
this year”.  We went to Longview Community College on Sept. 5th, and 
ended up on the short end of the stick.  I was proud of the way my players 
decided to stop taking a beating, and they stepped up in game three to score 
27 points against them before losing the match, even with Longview still 
leaving his starters in the game.

We hosted our first home match by having a tri-match with Labette and 
Ft. Scott on Sept. 8th.  My players learned the hard lesson of giving another 

team their first win of the season.   We lost to Labette, and my 
players knew that that one should have been ours.  However, they made up 
for it by taking on Ft. Scott later, to beat them in three games.

With a 2-2 record, we went into a quad tournament with three,  four-year 
schools, at Stephens College in Columbia, MO.  My players were on the 
road for 7 hours that day, and were playing volleyball for another 
4 and a half.  We had left at 7:30am, and finally made it home with a solid 
3-0 record on the day, at 11pm.  We played Stephens, Westminster, and 
Baptist Bible.

To say the least, I was very proud of the way my players held themselves 
throughout the day both on and off the court.  Our record had become 5-2 
at that point, and I felt that the Quad tourn. would help us prepare for the 
Reg./Dist. tourn that was to take place the following weekend on Sept. 
22nd.

This past Wed., we took on a Reg/Dist. opponent here at home against 

NEO.  It was a good fought match, with both teams having only two 
returning players from last year.  NEO got the upper hand this round, as 
they beat us with their serving in four games.  However, I don’t want to go 
without bragging on my players performance in game two of the match, in 
which we took control and stayed in control the entire game 
from start to finish.  Look out next time NEO!!

As we go into tomorrow’s Quad tournament, we are anticipating to bring 
home some wins for Cottey.  I have a strong group of student/athletes, and I 
plan to fair well @ Longview.  These matches will determine 
where we will be seeded for the Reg./Dist. tournament at the end of the 
season.

Thanks for all the support you have been giving us so far.  We look 
forward to having several home matches in a row in October!! 
Sincerely, 
Coach MKF (Marla Kannady Foreman)

Anna Cruse 
Hometown: Columbus, Mont.

Position: Middle Hitter 
Height: 6’1” 

Cruse has been playing volleyball for six years. She won Academic All-State 
Award in 2006. What makes Cruse want to play volleyball is the dedication 
that each girl on the team court has to give and knowing that they are all out 
there for the love for the game.

Candace Potts
Hometown: Gerard. Kan.

Positions: Outside Hitter/ Defensive specialist
Height 5’8” 

Potts has been playing volleyball for six years. She has always been involved 
in sports. When she was in high school, she played both volleyball and 
softball. When asked what makes her play volleyball, she answered, “It is a 
team sport and fun, it keeps you in shape.”

Carmen Kintz
Hometown: Stayton, Ore.

Positions: Outside Hitter/LIB
Height: 5’6”

Kintz has been playing volleyball for eight years. She has also played other 
sports like basketball, track, and softball in high school. She has received 
first team volleyball award in her junior and senior years.

Lindsey Monceret
Hometown: Louisburg, Kan.

Positions:Middle Hitter/ Outside Hitter 
Height: 5’10 Monceret has been paying volleyball for seven years. When 
she was asked what is it about volleyball that makes her want to pay it she 
answered “I love playing as a team and getting to know my teammates.”

Jesse Jargowsky
Hometown: Flower Mound, Texas

Position: Middle Hitter
Height 5’6”

Jargowsky has been playing volleyball for seven years. She has received 
awards like District Newcomer of the Year, District Setter of the Year, first 
place Junior Olympics and many more. Her most memorable moment so far 
this season is getting kills. She has never been allowed to hit before.

Michelle Schulte 
Hometown: Owensville. Mo.

Position: Outside Hitter/Defensive Specialist
Height-5’7” 

Shulte has been playing volleyball for nine years. She won awards such as 
Second Team All Region. Her most memorable moment so far this season 
is “My HUGE block that went straight to the ground.” 

Tara Cooper 
Hometown: Estancia, N.M.

Position: Setter/Outside hitter
Height: 5’4”

Cooper has been playing volleyball for 15 years. She received many sports 
awards including All-District First Team, All-state Outside Hitter and 
Setter. According to her,“I love the sport; it is fun and exciting! You get to 
hit the ball hard at other people and they do it back! Makes life exciting!”

Sara Cooper
Hometown: Garwin, IA.

Positions: Outside Hitter/LIB
Height:  5’9” 

Cooper has been playing volleyball for 8 years. She said that she loves 
volleyball because she likes beating their opponents. When she was asked 
if she had anything else to say, she simply said, “Iowa Rocks!

Lauren Jenkins
Hometown: Red Bluff, Calif.

Positions: Middle Hitter/Outside Hitter 
Height: 5’11” 

Jenkins has been paying volleyball for nine years. Her most memorable 
moment so far this season is when they won three games on Sept. 15. 
“Volleyball is like a war, its not just the weapons you have, it’s the ability 
to use them that counts.”

Comet Volleyball
Schedule

2007
Sept. 28, 2007 
6:30 p.m.   

Oct. 1, 2007  
6:30 p.m.

Oct. 5, 2007   
7 p.m.

Oct. 6, 2007
2.p.m.

Oct. 9, 2007
7 p.m.

Oct. 12, 2007
7 p.m.

Oct. 16, 2007
7 p.m.

Oct. 18, 2007
6 p.m.

Oct. 23, 2007
7 p.m.

Oct. 26, 2007
6:30 p.m.

Oct 29, 2007
6 p.m.

Nov. 2-3, 2007
TBA

Independence CC
Independence, Kan.

Fort Scott CC
Fort Scott, Kan.

Ozark Christian
HOME

Stephens College
HOME

Longview CC
HOME

Allen County CC
HOME

KC Kansas CC
HOME

Labette County CC
Parsons, Kan.

Ozark Christian
Joplin, Mo.

NCJAA Region XVI Tourn.
St. Louis, Mo.

Northeast OK A&M CC
Miami, Okla.

Allen County CC
Iola, Kan.
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Tanne Stephens
Spectrum Staff Writer

“‘I was thinking there was something I 
wanted to try.’ And he took my face in his 
hands again.

I couldn’t breathe.
He hesitated—not in the normal way, 

the human way.

Not the way a man might hesitate before 
he kissed a woman, to gauge her reaction, 
to see how he would be received. 

Perhaps he would hesitate to prolong the 

moment, that ideal moment of anticipation, 
sometimes better than the kiss itself.

Edward hesitated to test himself, to see 
if this was safe, to make sure he was still 
in control of his need.

And then his cold, marble lips pressed 
very softly against mine.”

“Twilight” is as seductive as its 
characters.

The author draws you in to the modern 
life of a 17-year-old girl who moves to 
Washington from sunny Arizona. 

A group of kids at the small school 
sticks out like a sore thumb. They are 
astoundingly gorgeous in a mysterious 
way. Although they look nothing alike, 
their pale skin and perfect facial features 
link them together in an eerie manner. 

Everyone knows them as the Cullens. 
In this small school where everyone knows 
everyone else, the Cullens seem isolated 
and discrete. They keep to themselves, 
talking to no one outside of their group. 

Who are they? Where do they come 
from?

As the story unfolds, a deep and 
passionate love grows between one of the 
enigmatic Cullen’s boys (Edward) and the 
new girl in town (Bella). 

All the while, the greatest of dangers 
is slowly revealed. Edward is not human. 
The very nature of his being makes their 
relationship wrong and dangerous.

“Twilight” is a constant tug-of-war game 
with what is right and what is desired. The 

novel plays with raw sentiments while still 
dissecting the inexhaustible question of 
right and wrong. 

The realistic personalities created 
by Stephenie Meyer allow the reader to 
connect to the characters on a personal 
level, specifically the main character. 

You are captured in the very beginning 
by the young woman’s struggle with 
change, divorce, and happiness. 

This connection is held throughout 
the book as you discover with Bella new 
insights to a hidden world and new tugs 

from a passionate emotion. 
“Twilight” is the perfect book for 

anyone, whether you like fiction or 
nonfiction. 

This fiery tale is written in a way that 
triggers realistic emotions. The fictional 
parts in the book slowly seep out, keeping 
readers on their toes and guessing.

“Twilight” has two sequels called “New 
Moon” and “Eclipse.” They both carry the 
story that began in “Twilight” further with 
futile hopes of satisfying our craving.

The author, Stephenie Meyer, graduated 

from Brigham Young University with a 
degree in English literature. “Twilight” 
was her first book. 

About this novel she wrote, “I’ve 
always admired the ability of some authors 
to create situations of impossible fantasy, 
and then add characters that are so deeply 
human that their perspectives make the 
situation believable. 

I hope “Twilight” offers readers the same 
experience.” “Twilight” accomplishes 
Meyer’s goal magnificently and is without 
a doubt worth reading.

Stephanie Meyer twists reality with fantasy in ‘Twilight’

Rachel Timmer
Spectrum Staff Writer

When John Rush visited Cottey, 
he played more covers than originals. 
Students were able to request almost 
any song they wanted, but his own 
work is even more enjoyable. 

With a soothing mix of both 
acoustic and electric guitar and the 
deep unique male voice of Rush, 
“Always Touring” is a study must-
have. It keeps you awake and calm, 
yet focused. 

He doesn’t utilize any distracting 
or hard rock riffs that require your 
attention to sort out the differing 
sounds. Think Dave Matthews Band 
meets Santana with a modern, Jason 
Mraz-like twist. 

When not studying, pay attention 
to Rush’s lyrics. Rush is very 
real with the words he writes, no 
fairytales or hoaxes, just truth.  

In the cover pamphlet, preceding 
the lyrics of every song is a story. 

Whether it tells where he was at 
the time he wrote it, what was going 
on at the time he wrote it, or who his 
influences were, there’s always at 
least a sentence or two.

It seems to Rush that every song 
has a story; every story has a song. 
His song, “Just a Memory”, was 
written “soon after his brother died” 
and features tear jerking lyrics like 
“Why, he didn’t tell me goodbye 
I still see that look in his eye I still 
hear the sound but there’s no one 
around.” 

One thing that is worth noting 
in this song is the melancholy 
lyrics mixed with a medium tempo. 
Typically, sad songs are played at an 
either varying tempo or slow tempo, 
but Rush mixed it up a little, making 
it seem like he possibly wrote the 
music after the lyrics.

Looking for something fun and 
upbeat? Something to make you 
happy? Skip to track number 11, 
and the tempo will quicken and the 
voice will brighten to sing about 
“coconuts” and friends. 

Not only will you smile but 
you may find yourself on the floor 
laughing, especially if you imagine 
how Rush normally ends his concerts 
and put your friends’ names into the 
song. 

Also, try track number nine to 

learn about Rush’s childhood in the 
“summer of 85.” This song, along 
with many other songs, makes Rush 
very personal and we learn just a 
little more about him. 

Or, you can simply listen to the 
song and think about your own 
childhood or your own summers. 

If you are a fan of Santana’s 
amazing riffs, track seven, “Things 
I should have said”, has somewhat 
of a Santana sound as Rush thinks 
about the words left unsaid after 
what seems to be a break-up.

“Always Touring” is a great mix 
of sentiment and fun to fit whatever 
mood you’re in. 

The tone set by the music will 
allow you to focus on whatever it is 
you need to do while filling the void 
of silence.

John Rush fits the mood “Very Short Attention Span Theatre” opens 
the Cottey 2007-2008 performance season

Alicia Carney
Spectrum Staff Writer

Cottey students will take over the 
stage for Family Weekend Oct. 5 and 
6 to showcase new and returning 
talent in the upcoming production of 
“Very Short Attention Span Theatre.” 
It features a selection of 10 minute 
plays directed by Michael Denison, 
associate professor of theatre and 
speech.  Audiences can expect to 
see a variety of theatrical styles, 
including comedy, drama, and some 
musical elements as well.

“Many of the plays are written by 
Christopher Durang and David Ives, 
two of the biggest names in comedy 
playwriting,” professor Denison 
said.

The show will also include a 
“tanztheatre” piece, which is a 
German term for dance/theatre 
fusion. The piece is choreographed 
by faculty member Jo Byrnes and 
depicts a year in the life of a Cottey 
student.  Jo will also perform an 
aerial dance scene with assistant 
professor of Dance Haley Jameson.

Advance tickets will be available 
free of charge to students and 
employees in the Cottey College 
Ticket Office after Sept. 14. Public 
tickets will be available after Sept. 
21 and are priced at $4 for adults and 
$3 for youth under the age of 18 as 
well as senior citizens above the age 
of 62. If there are tickets available 
directly prior to a performance they 
will also be sold at the door.

Photos by Alicia Carney
Drama students are in the midst of rehearsals for 
“Very Short Attention Span Theatre,” a selection of 
10 minute plays directed by Michael Denison. It will 
be performed twice over family weekend, Oct. 6-8. 
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Movies Now Playing

The Game Plan

The Kingdom

Dragon Wars: D-War

Feast of Love

Postal

Trade

Resident Evil: Extinction

Good Luck Chuck

The Brave One

3:10 To Yuma

Eastern Promises

Sydney White

Mr. Woodcock

Superbad

The Bourne Ultimatum

Movies Coming Soon

The Seeker: The Dark is 

Rising

The Heartbreak Kid

We Own The Night

Elizabeth: The Golden Age

Michael Clayton

30 Days of Night

Rendition

Why Did I Get Married?

Sleuth

Lars And The Real Girl

Control

Things We Lost In The Fire

Reservation Road

Gone Baby Gone

The Comebacks

Dan In Real Life

Saw IV


