
The American Community Survey (ACS) Mail Questionnaire 
 from 2005 to 2008  
 

2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 
  

 An instruction to complete 
and return the form as soon 
as possible was moved to 
here from the “Start Here” 
box.   

 A description of what the 
form asks about was moved 
to here from the “Start Here” 
box. 

 The statement about the 
question topics on the form 
and the confidential nature of 
the survey was deleted since 
it is contained in other ACS 
materials. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 
 The instructions on the 2007 

questionnaire that asks the 
person to fill out the form as 
soon as possible and gives 
information as to the content 
of the survey was moved to 
the right side of the cover 
page of the questionnaire.   

 The date was moved to be 
the first item the respondent 
fills out.   

 The question “what is your 
name” with an instruction to 
print the name of the person 
filling out the form including 
a telephone number was 
changed to the statement to 
print the name and 
telephone number of the 
person filling out the form. 
 Instructions on who to 

include and not include have 
been added after the 
question.  In 2007, these 
instructions were on Page 2 
of the questionnaire. 

 
 An instruction on how to fill 

out the questionnaire was 
added to the bottom of the 
page.  In 2007, this 
instruction was on Page 2 of 
the questionnaire. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 
 

 Questions were previously 
laid out in a grid format with 
the questions across the top 
and the names down the left 
side.  In 2008, the format 
was changed to a columnar 
format with the questions for 
a person going down a 
column from top to bottom.  
This was done to make it 
consistent with the 2010 
Census form.  

 The List of Residents was 
replaced with collecting the 
person’s name in the column 
with the rest of their data.  

 The rules of whom to include 
and not include on the list 
were moved to the question 
on the cover page asking 
number of people at 
address. 

 The instruction of how to 
complete the form if no one 
is staying at the address for 
more than 2 months was 
removed.   

 The telephone number to 
call for help with filling out 
the form was removed. 

 For Person 6 through Person 
12, sex and age are 
collected in addition to 
name. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 Question was reworded to 
ask about “Person X” instead 
of “this person”.   

 Relationship question is now 
asked before this question. 
 Question number changed 

from 1 to 3. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

  

 Question was reworded to 
ask about “Person X” instead 
of “this person”. 

 An instruction on how to 
report babies under one year 
old was added.   

 Relationship question is now 
asked before this question. 

 Question number changed 
from 2 to 4. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 

 Relationship is now asked 
before the sex and age/date 
of birth questions. 

 Question number changed 
from 3 to 2.   

 The definition of “Person 1” 
was moved to appear before 
the space for Person 1’s 
name.   

 Response categories were 
revised as follows: 

• “Son or daughter” was 
divided into 3 categories: 
“Biological son or 
daughter”; “Adopted son 
or daughter”; and 
“Stepson or 
stepdaughter”. 

• “In-law” was divided into 
2 categories:  “Parent-in-
law” and “Son-in-law or 
daughter-in-law”. 

• The word “or” replaced 
the comma in the 
Roomer/boarder and 
Housemate/roommate 
categories.   

 The header “Relationship of 
Person X to Person 1” was 
removed.   
 An instruction to mark ONE 

box was added.   
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

  

 

 Question about marital 
status moved to detailed 
person section.  

 Question number changed 
from 4 to 19.  
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 Question was reworded to 
ask about “Person X” 
instead of “this person”. 

 The NOTE was revised to 
specify the content of 
Question 5 (about Hispanic 
origin) and 6 (about race).  

 A NOTE was added to say 
that for this survey, 
Hispanic origins are not 
races.   

 The instruction to mark the 
“No” box if not 
Spanish/Hispanic/Latino 
was removed.   

 In the question, 
“Spanish/Hispanic/Latino” 
was revised to read “of 
Hispanic, Latino, or 
Spanish origin”.   
 The instruction to print the 

other Hispanic group was 
revised to add examples. 

 8



 
2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 

 
2008 Content Description of Changes from 2007 to 2008 

 Question was reworded to ask about “Person X” instead of “this person”. 
 The instruction to mark more than one box was shortened.   
 Response categories were revised as follows: 

• “Black or African American” was revised to read “Black, African Am., 
or Negro”. 

• The “Other Asian” instruction to print race was revised to add 
examples. 

• The “Other Pacific Islander” instruction to print race was revised to 
add examples.   

 The layout of the response categories was revised.  
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

No instruction  The instruction at the bottom 
of the page was removed 
because it is not longer 
needed.  The Housing 
Section begins on a facing 
page.   

  

Unchanged 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 

 The first two response 
categories (2005 or later, 
and 2000 to 2004) were 
combined into one category 
(2000 or later) with a write-in 
to specify the year. 

 
 

 The parenthetical description 
of PERSON 1 (listed in the 
List of Residents on page 2) 
was revised to read “listed 
on page 2”. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 
 

 The wording of  
Instruction A was modified 

  

Unchanged 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 The word “separate” was 
added to the question.  

 An instruction was added 
that defines a “room”.    

 An instruction was added to 
include bedrooms and 
kitchens in the count of 
rooms.   

 The exclusionary instruction 
was modified to remove the 
“half-room” concept and add 
unfinished basements.   

 Open-ended/write-in field 
used rather than categories 
for the response. 

 The question number 
changed from 7 to 7a. 

 

 The question was revised to 
explicitly link the total count 
of rooms and the count of 
bedrooms.  This was aided 
by renumbering the question 
to be the “b” part of the total 
rooms question.   

 The definition of a bedroom 
was removed from the 
question and added as an 
instruction.   

 An instruction was added for 
efficiency/studio apartments.   

 Open-ended/write-in field 
used rather than categories 
for the response. 

 The question number 
changed from 8 to 7b. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 This question was combined 
with the other two facilities 
questions. 

 Each component that is 
necessary for the unit to be 
considered having 
“complete” plumbing 
facilities is asked about and 
gets a separate response. 

 The description of two of the 
components of plumbing 
facilities were changed from 
“hot and cold piped water” to 
“hot and cold running water’. 

 The question number 
changed from 9 to 8a, 8b 
and 8c. 

 

 This question was combined 
with the other two facilities 
questions. 

 Each component that is 
necessary for the unit to be 
considered having 
“complete” kitchen facilities 
is asked about and gets a 
separate response. 

 The description of one of the 
components of kitchen 
facilities was changed from 
“sink with piped water” to 
“sink with a faucet”.   

 The question number 
changed from 10 to 8d, 8e 
and 8f. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 

 This question was combined 
with the other two facilities 
questions. 

 An instruction was added to 
include cell phones.   

 The question number 
changed from 11 to 8g.  

  

 Question number changed 
from 12 to 9.   

 
 

 Question number changed 
from 13 to 10. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 Question number changed 
from 14 to 11.  
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 
 

 Question number changed 
from 14 to 11. 

 

 The introductory phrase was 
changed from “at any time 
during the past 12 months” 
to “in the past 12 months”. 

 The 2008 version of the 
question includes receipt of 
a Food Stamp benefit card. 

 The value of Food Stamps 
received was not asked in 
2008.   

 Question number changed 
from 15 to 12. 

 
 

 Question number changed 
from 16 to 13. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

  

 Question number changed 
from 17 to 14. 

 An instruction to mark one 
box was added to the 2008 
question. 

 An instruction was added to 
the first response category to 
include home equity loans. 

 The term “cash rent” was 
changed to “rent” in the 3rd 
and 4th response categories.  

  

 The instruction before the 
question changed from “only 
if you pay rent for this house, 
apartment, or mobile home” 
to “if this house, apartment, 
or mobile home is rented”. 

 Question number changed 
from 18 to 15. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 The word “only” was 
dropped from the instruction. 

 Question number changed 
from 19 to 16. 

 The first part of the question 
that asked, “what is the 
value of this property; that is” 
was changed to “about”. 

 The phrase within the 
question that previously 
asked about “mobile home 
and lot” was changed to 
“mobile home (and lot, if 
owned)”. 
 The response was changed 

from a list of categories with 
a write-in for the largest 
value to a write-in response. 

  

 Question number changed 
from 20 to 17. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

   

 Question number changed 
from 21 to 18. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 Question number changed 
from 22 to 19. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

  

 Question number changed 
from 23 to 20. 

  

 The word “only” was 
dropped from the instruction.   

 Question number changed 
from 24 to 21. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

Not Asked  This question was dropped 
in 2008. 

 

 

 The instruction added 
direction to the person filling 
out the housing questions in 
a vacant or temporarily 
occupied unit to skip to the 
mailing instructions. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 

 The reference to “the List of 
Residents” was removed. 

 
 

Unchanged 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 In the question, the word 
“CITIZEN” was changed to 
lower case.   

 Response categories were 
revised as follows: 

• In the third category, 
“American” was 
changed to “U.S. 
citizen”. 

• An instruction to 
specify the year of 
naturalization and a 
specify line was added 
to the fourth category.   

• In the last category, 
“citizen of the United 
States” was change to 
“U.S. citizen”.  

 

  

Unchanged 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 Question 10a deleted the 
word “regular”.  

 The instruction in Question 
10a includes home school 
as an example.   

 “home school”  was added to 
the third response category 
in Question 10a. 

 
 In Question 10b, the 

response categories were 
revised as follows: 

• The categories “Grade 
1 to grade 4”, “Grade 5 
to grade 8” and “Grade 
9 to grade 12” were 
combined into one 
category –  
”Grade 1 through 12” 
with a write-in to 
specify the grade.   

• “beyond a bachelor’s 
degree” was added to 
the last response 
category description.   

• The examples for the 
last category were 
changed to add “MA or 
PhD program” and 
delete “dental”. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 

 The response categories 
were revised as follows: 
• Responses were grouped 

into 5 categories (i.e., NO 
SCHOOLING 
COMPLETED, NURSERY 
OR PRESCHOOL 
THROUGH GRADE 12, 
etc.) Each response was 
appropriately categorized.   

• The categories “nursery 
school to 4th grade” 
through “11th grade” were 
revised to “nursery 
school”, “kindergarten” and 
“grade 1 through 11” with 
a write-in entry to specify 
the grade.    

• The “HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATE” response 
was divided into “Regular 
high school diploma” and 
“GED or alternative 
credential”. 

• The words “of college 
credit” were added to the 
category ”Some college 
credit, but less than 1 
year”. 

•  “credit” was added to the 
category “1 or more years 
of college, no degree” after 
the word “college”.   

• “Associate degree” was 
changed to “Associate’s 
degree”. 

• “beyond a bachelor’s 
degree” was added to the  
“Professional degree” 
category. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 
Description of Changes 

2008 Content from 2007 to 2008 

 

Unchanged 

  

 Skip instruction in question 
13a changed from 14 to 14a. 

 28



2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 The response categories in 
14a were revised as follows: 
• The skip instruction for the 

first response category 
was changed from “the 
questions for Person (next 
person number) on page 
Y” to “question 15” (asking 
questions 15 and 16 of 
persons under 1 year old).  

• The skip instruction for the 
second and third response 
categories was changed 
from “F” to “question 15” 
asking questions 15 and 
16 of persons age 1 to 4). 

• The third category was 
changed from “outside the 
United States” to “outside 
the United States and 
Puerto Rico”. 

• “Puerto Rico” was 
removed from the 
instruction in the third 
category and “U.S. Virgin 
Islands” was added.   

 The response category in 
14b added address (number 
and street name).   

 Question 14c was deleted.  
The data on county, state, 
and ZIP Code that was 
previously collected in 14c is 
now collected in 14b.   

 “County” was expanded to 
“County or municipio in 
Puerto Rico”. 
 “State” was expanded to 

“U.S. state or Puerto Rico”.   
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 
Description of Changes 

2008 Content from 2007 to 2008 
Not asked Not asked 

 

New question for 2008 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 The universe for question 16 
(2008) was changed from 
persons 5 years old or over 
to all persons.  

 The question about 
limitations to basic physical 
activities was combined with 
next question (therefore, 
universe of this question did 
not change). 

 The formatting of the 
question changed from 
having a lead-in (does this 
person have any of the 
following long-lasting 
conditions:) to asking the 
question in a straightforward 
manner. 

 The question number was 
changed from 15 to 16. 

Question 16a (2008): 
 Previously, blindness, 

deafness, and severe vision 
or hearing impairments were 
asked about in the same 
question.  For 2008, these 
were split into two separate 
questions.  

  “Severe” hearing 
impairment was revise to 
“serious difficulty hearing”. 

 “Severe vision impairment” 
was revised to “serious 
difficulty seeing even when 
wearing glasses”. 

 31



2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 The formatting of the 
question changed from 
having a lead-in (because 
of… following activities:) to 
asking the question in a 
straightforward manner. 

 The question number was 
changed from 16 to 17. 

 Deleted the time period 
“lasting 6 months or more”. 

 “Any difficulty” was changed 
to “serious difficulty” or 
“difficulty”. 

Question 17a:  
 The activities were revised 

and reordered. 
Question 17b: 
 The question was previously 

asked with question about 
vision and hearing 
impairments and before 
question about difficulty 
concentrating, etc.  

 The content of the question 
was made more specific.  
Instead of asking about “a 
condition that substantially 
limits one or more basic 
physical activities such as 
walking, climbing stairs, 
reaching, lifting, or carrying”, 
it asks about “serious 
difficulty walking or climbing 
stairs”.   

Question 17c:  
 “Getting around inside the 

home” was deleted as an 
activity.   
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 The formatting of the 
question changed from 
having a lead-in (because 
of… following activities:) to 
asking the question in a 
straightforward manner. 

 The question number was 
changed from 17 to 18. 

 Deleted the time period 
“lasting 6 months or more”. 

 “Any difficulty” was changed 
to “difficulty”. 
 The activities were reworded 

and reordered from “going 
outside the home alone to 
shop or visit a doctor’s 
office” to “doing errands 
alone such as visiting a 
doctor’s office or shopping”.   
 The question about difficulty 

working at a job or business 
(17b – 2007) was deleted.  

Not asked Not asked 

 

New question for 2008 

Not asked Not asked. 

 

New question for 2008 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

Not asked Not asked 

 

New question for 2008 

 

 

 Questions 19-23 (marital 
history series – new for 
2008) are asked before this 
question. 

 Question number changed 
from 18 to 23.   

 The word “only” was deleted 
from Instruction H. 

 
 

 Question number changed 
from 19 to 24.   
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

  

 Question number changed 
from 20 to 25.   
 The skip instruction for the 

4th response option changed 
so that persons who only 
had training for Reserves or 
National Guard are asked 
about service-connected 
disability rating (Question 27 
in 2008). 

 
 

 Question number changed 
from 21 to 26.   

 

Not asked Question was deleted for 2008. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 
Description of Changes 

2008 Content from 2007 to 2008 
Not asked Not asked 

 

New questions for 2008 

 

 

 The question was split into 2 
questions.  The first question 
asks if the person worked 
and, if not, the second 
question asks if the person 
did ANY work. 

 The instruction was deleted.   
 The concept of “profit” was 

deleted.   
 Question number changed 

from 23 to 28. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 Question number changed 
from 24 to 29. 

 

 Question number changed 
from 25 to 30. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

  

 Question number changed 
from 26 to 31. 
 The word “only” was deleted 

from Instruction I. 

 
 

 Question number changed 
from 27 to 32. 

  

 Question number changed 
from 28 to 33. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 Question number changed 
from 29 to 34. 

 In question b, the examples 
for the “yes” response 
deleted “labor dispute” and 
added “maternity leave”, 
“other family/personal 
reasons”, and “bad weather”. 

 The word “only” was deleted 
from Instruction J. 

 

 Question number changed 
from 30 to 35. 
 The question was reworded 

to ask if the person was 
ACTIVELY looking for work.   
 The reference to the last 4 

weeks was moved to the 
beginning of the question 
and emphasized.   

 

 Question number changed 
from 31 to 36. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

  

 Question number changed 
from 32 to 37. 

 

 Question number changed 
from 33 to 38. 
 The question was broken 

into two questions.  The first 
question determining 
whether the person worked 
50 or more weeks; if not, the 
second question determined 
the range of weeks worked.   
 A definition of “past 12 

months”  (52 weeks) was 
added to the first question. 
 The instruction to “count 

paid vacation, paid sick 
leave, and military service” is 
included in the second 
question.  An instruction to 
“count paid time off as work” 
is included as part of the first 
question.  

 The second question used 
ranges for the response 
options instead of a specific 
write-in response. 

  

 Question number changed 
from 34 to 39. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 

 Question number changed 
from 35 to 40. 
 The word “only” was deleted 

from Instruction K. 

 
 

 Question number changed 
from 36 to 41. 

 
 

 Question number changed 
from 37 to 42. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 Question number changed 
from 38 to 43. 

 
 

 Question number changed 
from 39 to 44. 

 
 

 Question number changed 
from 40 to 45. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 

 Question number changed 
from 41 to 46. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

 

 

 Question number changed 
from 41 to 46. 

 

 Question number changed 
from 42 to 47. 
 The “loss” box was moved to 

align with the amount field. 
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2005 and 2006 Content 2007 Content 2008 Content 
Description of Changes 
from 2007 to 2008 

  

 The reference to “in the List 
of Residents” was changed 
to “on page 2”. 
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