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We value the creative process, and all that is implied 
by that. And over the last year, what is implied by the 
creative process at ACAD has included innovative 
advances in educational programming, international 
recognition of ACAD students, faculty and alumni,  
and much change in how we further our work to become 
a leading centre for cultural development, creative 
education and innovative thought. My expectations  
for our college would be of nothing less.

We continue to focus at all times on our future, and  
our achievements over the last year have been directed 
at the cultivation of innovation and creativity in our 
college, our community and our country. We are the 
post secondary institution of choice for some of the 
most exciting emerging artists in the world, and our 
students go on to practice innovative, entrepreneurial, 
experimental and imaginative methods of problem 
solving, applying their artistic creativity to new ways 
of thinking, new art forms, and new designs. In this 
way, ACAD students and ACAD alumni are engaging 
the world, and creating possibilities.

As the only post-secondary institution in the prairie-
provinces devoted exclusively to advanced education, 
practice and research in visual culture, design and 
associated and emergent fields, we understand that 
ours is a unique responsibility. As we work towards 
membership in the Association of Universities and 
Colleges of Canada — building on our recent NASAD 
Substantial Equivalency designation — and on initiating 
our first ever graduate studies program, we will 
continue to create an adaptive and responsive 
environment where we can pursue our vision of 
becoming a preeminent institution for innovation, 
research and excellence.

This Alberta College of Art + Design’s annual report 
for the year ended June 30, 2009, was prepared under 
the Board’s direction in accordance with the Government 
Accountability Act. All material economic, environmental 
or fiscal implications of which we are aware have been 
considered in the presentation of this report.

 
 
 
 
 

Jim Peacock, QC

Chair, ACAD Board of Governors.

MESSAGE FROM 
THE CHAIR OF THE 
ACAD BOARD  
OF GOVERNORS

MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT + 
CEO

Our last year has been an exciting one for ACAD, as  
we pursued our vision of acting as a catalyst for the 
development of culture and innovation within our 
College, our community, and the creative worlds of art 
and design. Our focus remains unchanged: to engage 
the world and create possibilities. Over the last year, 
this focus has led to many positive developments 
within the College. Our students, faculty and alumni 
continue to be recognized for their exceptional  
practices. The student experience at the College 
continues to evolve with new programs, resources,  
and support for our undergraduate student body.  
Our faculty has achieved great gains in research and 
scholarship through the support of research and 
professional development funding, working within  
our laboratory. And we have grown our enrollment  
to record levels, with the largest student body ever 
seen at this institution. 

We are dedicated to the pursuit of our bold visions of 
new and innovative possibilities for our community; 
over the last year, we have worked hard to make these 
visions a reality. Our commitment to building dialogue, 
and “stirring” culture helped us create an ever more 
vibrant visiting artist program at the College, with 
international leaders in art and design coming to work 
with our students and our faculty, and to present  
their work to our community. We hosted our third  
annual President’s ACAD Smart Night, featuring Tom  
Kelley, author of The Ten Faces of Innovation, who 
ignited a discussion for our guests about how we can  
become more innovative in our work and our lives.  
And we committed to building a new and exciting  
faculty exchange program, allowing our faculty  
to extend their important work beyond our city, and 
inviting excellence into our College via visiting  
faculty members.

We are committed to developing adaptive and responsive 
educational programming in an environment that 
establishes our role as a leader for innovation, research 
and excellence in visual arts, design, and emergent 
fields. Our recently awarded “Substantial Equivalency” 
designation from the National Association of Schools  
of Art and Design (NASAD) makes us a beacon for 
students from across the globe, and will be a key 
factor in the caliber and quality of both the students 
who attend our College, and of the internationally 
renowned faculty we can attract. Our pursuit of 
membership in the Association of Universities and 
Colleges of Canada (AUCC) is an important goal for  
us in the next year, and we continue to invest in our 
students and faculty as we work towards the granting 
of graduate degrees at ACAD. As one of only four 
Canadian post-secondary institutions dedicated to 
advanced education and research in visual culture,  
art and design, we are committed to our mandate to 
manifest unconditional excellence and to create an 
environment of open inquiry for our faculty, our students 
and our community. 

We continue to come together with our partners and 
supporters to engage and build an innovative and 
culturally compelling community. Of key importance  
for our next year is our vision of invigorating the 
Calgary urban core as we continue to investigate 
possibilities for a new home for the College.

At ACAD, we are committed to developing innovative 
thinkers, creative problem solvers and visually skilled 
students, and to continuing our growth in our role as  
a pre-eminent academic institution for cultural 
development. We invite you to join us on our journey 
as we reach out to the world through our work, and 
generate opportunity through our actions.

Lance Carlson

President + CEO
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ACAD Mandate

The Alberta College of Art + Design, located in Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada, is a public board-governed college 
operating under the Post-Secondary Learning Act.  
As the only post-secondary institution in the prairie 
provinces devoted exclusively to advanced education, 
practice, and research in visual culture, design, and 
associated and emergent fields, the Alberta College of 
Art + Design offers four-year undergraduate degrees, 
diplomas and graduate degrees, preparing learners for 
careers in visual culture and design. The College is a 
center of excellence in education and research in fine 
arts, crafts, design, media arts + digital technologies 
and related liberal studies and supports life-long 
learning through its credit and non-credit continuing 
education programming. The College acts as a local, 
provincial, national and international visual culture 
resource and through research is a producer of original 
knowledge leading to cultural development. Its public 
activities are designed to enhance the general 
awareness of the College and advance knowledge and 
understanding of the importance of visual culture  
and design to the economic, cultural and social life of 
the communities and society that it serves.

 
ACAD Mission

ACAD is a leading centre for education and  
research, and a catalyst for creative inquiry and 
cultural development. We engage the world  
and create possibilities.

 
ACAD Vision

Alberta College of Art + Design will be a preeminent 
catalyst institution for cultural development locally, 
provincially, nationally, and internationally. We will 
manifest unconditional excellence in our programs, 
practices, and policies in a laboratory environment 
that is committed to unconstrained inquiry and 
collegiality. As a place of cultural research, we are all 
colleagues on a journey of discovery while enhancing 
our leadership role within the cultural field. We aspire 
only to the highest level of excellence in what we 
endeavor, measured not by our past accomplishments 
but by our imaginations and what is humanly possible.

 

ACAD Values

	� We value the creative process and all that 
is implied by that.

	� We are deeply committed to experimentation, 
free inquiry, research, and the evolution of culture.

	� We demand excellence in our practices, our 
support for our students, faculty, and staff, and  
our external communities.

	� Our support for human and professional development 
is reflected in our policies, practices, and programs.

	� We value our role in the society; we seek innovative 
paths for participation for the College, our students, 
alumni, and faculty and staff.

	� We value the joy and good humor that derives 
from being a creative institution; we believe in  
a celebration of our creative processes.

	� We value calculated risk-taking and entrepreneurship.

	� We are all learners, working together in a transparent 
environment that is willing to embrace change.

	�� We value diversity in all respects, including 
philosophical, cultural, lifestyle, as well as definitions 
that are more conventional.

ACAD  
Mandate,  
Mission,  
vision +  
values



We are a catalyst 
for the development 
of culture and  
innovation within  
our college, our  
community and the 
creative worlds  
of art and design.
	2008/2009 YEAR IN REVIEW
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1,318 
	� Our 2009 enrollment was a record 

breaking 1,318 students, more than  

any year in our College history.

	�S tudent Demographics:

	P ercentage of full time students: 86.9% 

	A verage age of ACAD students: 23.7 years 

	P ercentage of part time students: 13.1% 

	P ercentage of male students: 32.5% 

	P ercentage of international students: 4.7% 

	P ercentage of female students: 67.5%

$213K
	� Over the course of the last year, 

ACAD students received $213,000 in  

student aid through internal awards  

and scholarships.

	�ACAD ’s student awards program connects 

outstanding students with the financial 

support they need to focus on their studies. 

In 2008 – 2009 the College, on behalf of 

donors, supporters and the Government 

of Alberta, was able to support students 

with over 130 awards and scholarships.

	� Our students come to ACAD from across 

the world. In 2008 – 2009, a student attended 

ACAD from each of the following 

countries: Austria, Ecuador, Hong Kong, 

India, Indonesia, Japan, Pakistan, Poland, 

Qatar, Scotland, Spain, Asia, Australia, 

U.A.E., Venezuela, South Korea, China, the 

U.S.A. and the United Kingdom. 

BFA+
BDES
	�ACAD  students study towards Bachelor 

of Fine Arts degrees in painting, ceramics, 

fibre, print media, drawing, sculpture, 

jewellery + metals, glass, media arts + 

digital technology, and towards 

Bachelor of Design degrees in visual 

communications design or photography. 

	� What do our students study 
in each of these areas? Find out 
at acad.ca/programs.html

	�I n 2009, ACAD improved the level of service 

we can offer our students with the 

hiring of two new full time positions: a 

full time student advisor to focus on 

advising issues, and a full time student 

resource coordinator to head up our 

new student life office.

	�To  assist our student body, ACAD’s 

Student Experience TEAM created a Peer 

Mentor Program and an Ambassador’s 

Program to directly engage students in 

co-curricular opportunities to learn 

through volunteer involvement.

	� Our students are our focus. This year, 

ACAD instituted a reorganization of the 

Administrative team in order to better 

meet student needs. This included the 

reorganization of space for the student 

experience area, a new student life office 

and new offices for student counseling 

and advising.

	�W e are working to build our student 

resources. In 2008 – 2009, ACAD funded the 

Luke Lindoe Library with $50,000 to 

create a digital slide library from our 

35mm slide collection. The college’s 

digital collection now stands at 24,750 

images: a wealth of resources for 

students in all programs.ACAD students come to their studies as visually 
talented and creative thinkers, but it is through the 
transformative experience of their four years at  
ACAD that they become innovative problem solvers, 
entrepreneurial artists and designers, and leaders  
for change. Through their interactions with ACAD’s 
accomplished faculty, their work in our high-quality 
studio spaces, and the individualized attention 
students receive in our small class sizes, ACAD’s 
students grow into some of the most exciting 
emerging art and design talent of today. 

Our transformative effect as a post-secondary 
institution begins at the individual level through the 
support we provide for our students in our Admissions 
and Advising areas. Our Student Experience team,  
and the wide range of supports in our Student 
Resource Centre (SRC) and our Student Life Office 
(SLO) provide programs and services for individual 
students that begins with orientation and carries 
through to convocation, immersing our students in  
a culture of creativity, opportunity and learning. 

Throughout a student’s experience at ACAD our 
Student Resource Centre provides key learning 
assistance programs and accommodative services. 
Depending on a student’s needs, our staff work  
to tailor a personalized program of support through 
workshops, tutoring opportunities, learning strategies, 
assistive technologies and personal counseling to 
maximize the student’s academic success and 
personal development. And, through our Student Life 
Office, we engage students in opportunities for 
co-curricular activities, international exchanges and 
connections, and skill building experiences. Through 
personalized programs and services, students are 
supported in their studies and given chances to 
connect with peers, mentors and the community.

Learn more about how students are  
supported during their time at ACAD at  
acad.ca/life_on_campus.html

2008/2009 year in review

We transformed. 
from recruitment  
to convocation,  
we improved our  
student’s  
experiences.

 

We are committed to developing adaptive and 
responsive educational programming, and to 
graduating the most exciting emerging talent  
in art and design today. 
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	�ACAD  students can be found in classrooms and studios across the world. 

In 2008 and 2009, our mobility and exchange program facilitated semester 

long exchanges for many of our students, in cities from Glasgow, 

Scotland to Griffiths, Australia.

	�W e continue to invite excellence to ACAD. This year, we began a system of 

archiving audio recordings of all visiting artists to the college, which are 

now available to all through our exclusive itunes-u website.

	�ACAD  is proud to welcome some of the most exciting and innovative minds in 

the international art and design community to share their practice — and 

to discuss their work with our College community. Take a look at the list 

below to see the incredible talent our students have collaborated with 

over the years. 

Zahra Al-Harazi

Jill Allan

David Altmejd

Audrey Arbeeny

Shuvianai Ashoona

Audio Brain

John Avery

Rebecca Belmore

Dominique Blain

Kory Bogen

Dr. Roberta Bondar

Richard Boulet

Shary Boyle

Stacey bozak

David Burdeny

Nicole Burisch

Ike Bushman

Eric Cameron

Janet Cardiff

Hillary Crawford

Linda Cordell

Marcia Crosby

Jennifer Crighton

Douglas Curran

Dagmar Dahle

Linda Darty

Thomas Demand

John De Witt

Marc Digeros

Joe Englander

Chris Ewart

Will Foster

Barr Gilmore

Christian Giroux

Philip Glass

Michelle Grabner 

Art Green

April Greiman

Noam Gonick

Ivo Gormley

Milutin Gubash

Shari Hatt

David R. Harper

Megan Jackson

Luis Jacob

Sarah Anne Johnson

Kalika

Janis Kerman

Bill Kirby

Florian Koehl

Mark Koven

Isabel Landry

Tim Lee

Glenn Ligon

Mark Lowe

James Luna

Mela M

Curtis MacDonald

Guy Maddin

Thierry Marceau

Deborah Margo

David McCallum

Mary-Anne McTrowe

Vivian S. Mehr

Rebekah Miller

Luke Moilliet

Brian Molanphy

Alex Moon

Vincent Murakami

Lee Nielsen

John Noestheden

Numa

Ricardo Okaranza

Graeme Patterson

Archer Pechawis

Steven Pippin

Annie Pootoogook

Robb Reiner

Jeannie Riddle

Marc Rimmer

Carollee Schneemann

Mary Shuter

Dr. Norman Sjoman

Raven Skyriver

Monika Smith

Seila Spence

Joanna Staniszkis

Polly Staple

Simon Starling

Boyd Sugiki

Donald Sultan

Federico Figa’ 

Talamanca

Chelsey Tellier

Diana Thorneycroft

Susan Turcot

Jerri-Pekka Vanhala

Daryl Vocat

Anna Von Grinner

Dr. Cora Voyageur

Justin Wonnacott

Jennifer Woodin

Gu Xiong

Daniel Yong

Kyoung-a Yoo

Lisa Zerkowitz

Deborah Margo

Eric Cameron

Edison Campos

Scott Rogers

Anna von Gwinner

Saaralisa Yitalo

Paul and Dante 

Marioni

Alison Norlen

Dorie Milerson

Glenn Ligon

John Gerrard

Osamu James 

Nakagawa

John Drury and Robbie 

Miler

Tierney Gearon

2008/2009 year in review

We invited.  
Our international 
reputation continueD  
to grow as we 
reached out to  
the world.

ACAD is a beacon for creativity and innovation at an 
international level and the impact of our vision extends 
beyond our College and our local community across 
Canada, and out to the rest of the world. This year ACAD 
was awarded a Substantial Equivalency designation  
by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design 
(NASAD), an internationally significant goal towards 
which we have been working for several years. Receiving 
our NASAD Substantial Equivalency Designation puts 
us in the company of the most innovative and forward 
thinking institutions of higher education in North 
America in the field of art and design.

As the first institution of higher education in Canada  
to receive this distinction, ACAD is recognized by NASAD 
as having met rigorous qualifications and standards 
related to educational quality and institutional integrity. 
For our students, ACAD’s NASAD Substantial 
Equivalency status will mean that our Bachelor of  
Fine Arts and Bachelor of Design degrees, and their 
individual class components, will be recognized as 
equivalent in post secondary institutions throughout 
North America. This important designation will  
ensure that ACAD artists and designers will be able  
to pursue graduate degrees internationally, and will 
become a crucial factor in our own imminent graduate 
program offering. 

Creative learning, research, innovation and experim
entation are key elements of our undergraduate 
programming, and also of our planned graduate 
programs. This year, we continued to work towards 
implementing our graduate studies programming,  
and we anticipate welcoming our first graduate 
enrollment in 2012. 

Our commitment to becoming a leading centre for 
education and research comes to life in the way we 
welcome the world to ACAD. International study 
opportunities such as those offered through our 
Mobility + Exchange program enrich the life of the 
student studying abroad as well as the diversity of 
perspectives that incoming international students  
bring to our studio spaces. This program provides 
cross-cultural experiences for students while assisting 
them in attaining their educational goals. Students 
have an opportunity to spend their third year studying 
at other art and design colleges and universities in 
North America, Australia, England, Finland, France, 
Germany, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, 
Scotland, Spain and Sweden.

Our international focus also impacts our view of our 
local community. At ACAD, we envision a city in which 
innovation, creativity and culture are intertwined with 
community. We continue to pursue our aspirations  
to move to an urban campus, and to see ACAD become 
an integral part of our vibrant, creative city. Moving 
ACAD to the urban core of Calgary means what we do 
will be fully integrated into our urban home creating  
a synergy that will enrich the work of the College and 
the cultural landscape of the city and the province. 
Our goal of finding a new space for ACAD is coming 
ever closer, and we will continue to work closely  
with the Province of Alberta and with the City of 
Calgary to make it a reality. 
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	� Our faculty are changing the face of art 

and design in Canada. In March of 2009 

ACAD Faculty member Rita McKeough was 

one of only nine recipients of the 

Governor General’s Awards in Visual  

and Media Arts. These awards are 

Canada’s foremost distinctions for 

excellence in these artistic disciplines 

and are given annually for distinguished 

career achievements in visual arts, 

architecture, independent film and video, 

audio and new media. McKeough has 

exhibited as an interdisciplinary artist 

for the past 30 years, helping to build 

Canada’s international reputation in 

performance and installation art,  

and acting as a mentor and a source of 

inspiration for countless students  

and emerging artists. This award is an 

important recognition of her career  

in scholarship and research, a key focus 

for all of our ACAD faculty.

119
	�ACAD ’s faculty has grown to over 119 

members, with 50 full time permanent 

faculty, 5 part time permanent faculty 

and 64 sessional faculty. 

	� Who are our faculty? View  
full biographies of ACAD faculty 
members online at  
acad.ca/faculty_profiles.html

$125,000
	�ACAD  Faculty has an international 

reputation for excellence in research 

and scholarship in the world of art + 

design. Faculty funding for individual 

research and sabbatical work during  

the last year totaled more than $125,000, 

allowing our faculty to pursue their 

work at an international level.

 	� The research and practice 
of our faculty sets ACAD apart. 
Find a full listing of funded 
research projects completed 
this year by ACAD faculty at  
acad.ca/research and_
institutes.html

	�T his year, ACAD implemented new training 

and development initiatives for all 

employees ranging from updating computer 

competencies to advanced writing skills 

workshops, diversity and FOIP awareness 

training and email communication skills 

enhancement.

5
	� Over the last year, ACAD hired 5 additional 

permanent faculty in diverse program 

areas such as Drawing, liberal studies, 

design theory, visual communications 

design, history, english, anthropology, 

first year studies and photography.

	�ACAD  hosted a new series of faculty 

curriculum sessions focused on global 

curriculum development, deliberative 

dialogue and the practitioner as educator.

	�ACAD ’s human resources recruitment 

efforts INCLUDED recruitment at an 

international level for positions such as  

Provost/VP Research and Academic Affairs.

	�W e developed a new technicians handbook, 

and a new faculty handbook, which were 

both distributed at the start of the 2008 

school year, as part of a strategy to 

enhance the role and accountability of 

technicians and faculty across the School.

	�W e deployed a pilot of a software tool 

within our VCD faculty to allow for live 

on-line multi location discussions of 

student work. This new tool has facilitated 

the engagement of top visiting artists 

and industry professionals from places 

such as New York without requiring them 

to travel to Calgary.

	�A s part of our focus on our internal 

community, ACAD dedicated over $200,000 

to staff development.

	�WE  are committed to providing equal 

access to all community members. THIS 

year ACAD renovated our elevator 

system, and implemented a new signage 

system for the entire college.

ACAD’s transformative effect on our students is  
a result of the hard work and dedication of our 
outstanding faculty group, and our behind the scenes 
staff and administration. ACAD’s faculty members 
represent some of the best artists, designers and 
critical thinkers in Canada. The creation of original 
works of art, design and scholarship is only one way  
in which ACAD faculty contributes to our role as a 
cultural institution — as artists and designers, they  
are also active and involved community members, 
reaching out into our city and across the world with 
their practice and their involvement in collaborative 
exhibitions. Each one of our 119 instructors has a direct 
relationship with their students, supporting student 
work, engaging in student research and fostering the 
development of our student body into some of Canada’s 
most exciting emerging artists. 

This year, ACAD put into place two important original 
programs for faculty members, with the goal of enriching 
and transforming the educational experience for our 
students. The first of these is the Rawlinson Faculty 
Exchange Program, which will support single semester 
ACAD faculty exchanges with faculty from other art and 
design institutions provincially, nationally and inter
nationally over the next five years. Two ACAD faculty 
exchanges will be available per year, encouraging and 
creating greater connections to the larger external 
dialogue in the visual arts and design fields.

The second of these new initiatives — the Rawlinson 
Visiting Faculty Program — will continue until 2014, 
and will fund five visiting faculty positions per year at 
ACAD. Visiting faculty appointments will each be one 
year in length, and each visiting faculty member will 
teach courses and will devote studio time to students, 
colleagues and our community. By inviting visiting 
faculty into ACAD, we further our goals of creating  
a laboratory environment of experimentation, and we 
continue to invest in our most important resource:  
our people.

These Rawlinson Fund initiatives will further ACAD’s 
mission to become a preeminent institution for cultural 
development, and will help to establish ACAD’s role  
as an international leader for innovation, research and 
excellence in visual arts, design and emergent cultural 
fields. These innovative ACAD projects and initiatives 
will contribute to the ability of our college to assert its 
standing in the world of artist and designer education 
and the capacity of our staff, faculty, and students,  
to understand and express their own place and role 
within an increasingly complex global environment.

These innovative programs for ACAD’s faculty  
were made possible by the Jill Rawlinson Fund,  
which is dedicated to the support of ACAD projects  
and initiatives that advance the capability of the 
faculty, staff, and students of ACAD, as well as the 
institution itself, to reach greater levels of influence  
and distinction in the world.

2008/2009 year in review

WE stimulated. 
through new  
and innovative 
changes to  
the way we work, 
ACAD supported  
our growing  
community of  
faculty and staff.
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+16%
	� Over 41,000 visitors attended IKG exhibitions 

in 2008/2009, an increase in visitorship of over  

16% since last year.

300%
	�S elf generated budget revenue for the IKG 

increased by 300% over the 2008 – 2009 year,  

due mainly to touring exhibitions, catalogue  

and art sales, and co-production revenues.

	�IKG  exhibitions have been mounted internationally, 

with engagements in Edmonton, Charlottetown, 

New York, Winnipeg, Toronto, and Germany in 

2008/2009 alone. 

	�ACAD ’s Illingworth Kerry Gallery has managed 

a public exhibition program of contemporary 

visual art for nearly 50 years and is the longest 

running international art program in Calgary.

	�I n 2008/2009, the IKG mounted the following 

exhibitions, encompassing a wide spectrum of 

performance and visual art.

	 	�S led Island Music Festival 08: Art + Design

Wednesday, June 25, 2008 – September 2008

	 	�S hary Boyle in performance

Dark Hand and Lamplight with Doug Paisley 

Wednesday, September 24, 2008 

	 	�C heryl L’Hirondelle

M:ST Performance Art Workshop 

September 30, 2008 – October 4, 2008

	 	�S hari Hatt - Ukulele Louie

President’s Scholar-in-Residence  

Program | Student Workshop 

October 14 – 15, 17, 20 – 21 2008

	 	�S hari Hatt - I just want to be taken 

seriously as an artist... and Clown Portraits 

October 16, 2008 – December 13, 2008

	 	�T im Lee – Remakes, Variations (1741 – 2049)

October 16, 2008 – December 13, 2008

	 	�R ichard Boulet

January 8 – March 21, 2009

	 	�S arah Anne Johnson

January 8 – March 21, 2009

	 	�M y Winnipeg | With LIVE dramatic 

narration by Guy Maddin 

March 5th, 2009, 7:00 PM

	 	�R eel Artists Film Festival

March 29 – 31, 2009

	 	�ACAD  New Faculty Exhibition

April 9 – 25, 2009

	 	� 2009 Sled Island Music Festival 

Art + Design Program at ACAD 

June 24 – September 19, 2009

ACAD’s Illingworth Kerr Gallery draws international 
artists from all disciplines, exposing Calgary to new 
and transformative creative thought and inspiring our 
students with the best of contemporary art and 
design. The IKG plays a central transformative role 
within our community — placing leading practices in 
art and design within the context of world contemporary 
art by maintaining a fluid, live interchange of ideas 
between cultural producers and audiences, and by 
increasing access to exhibitions for our community. 

The IKG’s curatorial direction advocates artistic freedom, 
and provides a place for co-productions by a range  
of cultural producers, making contemporary art an 
interdisciplinary experience accessible to many. 

Sign up for the IKG monthly newsletter to  
see the transformative work happening in this 
space every month at acad.ca/IKG.html

Our student-operated Marion Nicoll Gallery (MNG) 
creates a unique context for education and 
experimentation among the students attending the 
Alberta College of Art + Design. The MNG provides  
a link between educational and professional 
environments, fostering critical dialogue with public 
exhibitions in three different settings both on and  
off campus. Located in the Main Mall at ACAD, the 
Marion Nicoll Gallery is a public not-for-profit gallery, 
providing an excellent setting for large-scale 
installations, group shows and individual bodies  
of work.

Learn more about the student work in the MNG 
shown in 2008 – 2009 at acad.ca/mng.html

2008/2009 year in review

We inciteD.  
ACAD’s gallery  
spaces created  
discussion,  
dialogue and  
cultural change.

 

ACAD’s IKG is a catalyst space for the  
artists who exhibit there, for our students 
and community, and for the international 
world of art and design
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2,615
	�ACAD ’s Extended Studies enrollment has risen 3% over 

last year, with over 2,615 students enrolled in credit and 

credit free courses for adults and teens in 2008/2009.

	�ACAD  is transforming the educational world in 

Calgary as well. This year, ACAD’s Extended Studies  

group partnered with the Calgary Board of  

Education to deliver a professional development 

workshop on combining digital technologies for  

high school art teachers. 

	�E xtended Studies at ACAD includes a wide variety of 

programming, from jewellery making to design, with 

courses such as print media, figure drawing, textiles and 

new media design open to all members of our community. 

	�T he ACAD Extended Studies PRE-COLlege program provides 

an exciting opportunity for teens to become involved  

in art and design, opening doors for them to the exciting 

world of studio work, artistic practice, and art and 

design higher education. This program attracts 30 

students every year, and many of these students go  

on to pursue undergraduate education at ACAD.

	� Our Extended Studies group also created a new course 

stream — Bio Scientific Drawing — which was developed and 

implemented for the first time in 2009. 

	�E xtended Studies revenue rose by 9.7% overall in 2008 – 2009. 

ACAD’s Extended Studies area provides adult credit 
and credit fee programming, teen courses, and a 
unique Pre-College program, opening doors to the 
creative process, and fostering a new vision of art  
and design for thousands of Calgarians every year. 
ACAD’s Extended Studies instructors are professional 
artists, designers and writers with active practices in 
their fields. 

Our teen programming engages students in grades  
7 – 12, providing an opportunity for them to discover 
their passion for the creative process and our Pre-
College Program, a month long college-credit program 
for students interested in pursuing further education  
in art and design, provides an in-depth immersion for 
students to explore and experiment within ACAD’s 
creative laboratory setting. ACAD’s Extended Studies 
programming is recognized as an innovative provider  
of art and design experiences of unsurpassed quality 
and currency. 

What do our students think? Visit  
acad.ca/extended_studies.html to see 
a video about the ACAD Pre-College 
program, created by an ACAD student.

2008/2009 year in review

We connected.  
acad welcomed  
our community  
into the creative  
studio space  
through our  
extended studies  
programs.

ACAD is a transformative space not 
only for our students and faculty, but for 
many Calgarians who attend classes and 
participate in art and design through 
our Extended Studies programming.
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	�T his year ACAD hosted the second annual 

Fridhandler Lecture, with keynote 

speaker Marcia Crosby. The Fridhandler 

Lecture on Non-Western Visual Art 

Practice was created by Ellen and Daryl 

Fridhandler, as part of a gift to ACAD’s 

Institute for the Creative Process. This 

public lecture series enhances the 

college’s ability to bring IN accomplished 

visiting artists to discuss visual arts 

traditions and practices from non-

Western contexts. 

+
64

	�T he Presidents Circle grew to 64 members 

during the 2008/2009 year, bringing 

together a unique group of supporting 

community leaders who embrace ACAD’s 

vision and future. 

	�T his year, the ACAD President’s Circle 

supported several key initiatives, 

including the funding of a series of free 

life drawing classes for ACAD students.

	�W e also learn by looking to other 

creative cities. In April of 2009, the 

President’s Art + Culture Tour made its 

way to Chicago, where participants were 

able to experience the culture of that 

city through gallery tours, elite events 

and exclusive viewings of collections 

within museums, schools and galleries. 

This is ACAD’s fourth such tour, allowing 

participants to experience the diversity 

of a new and unique community in a very 

special manner.

$1.29M
	�I n 2009, ACAD earned over $1.29 million in 

Access to the Future Funding, a matching 

grant for moneys raised by the College.

	�W e work in many ways to reach our 

community. This year, ACAD created a new 

series of newsletter communications  

for our community, including e-newsletters,  

a printed magazine, and new social media 

homes. We also created a new online 

home for the College at acad.ca

Our commitment to stirring culture and to provoking 
thought extends outside of our College walls, and into 
our larger community. Calgary is an international, vital 
and creative city, and ACAD plays a critical role in our 
community’s creative development by initiating important 
dialogue, inviting excellence from the international  
art and design community, and igniting debate about 
the meaning of culture in our lives and the role of 
creativity in our work. ACAD provides catalytic events 
for our community in the form of our visiting artist 
programs, our exciting special lecture series, our 
public events — such as the President’s ACAD Smart 
Night — and the inspirational vision of our ACAD 
President’s Circle.

We are committed to bringing excellence to our city  
in order to provoke thought and creative dialogue. It is 
for this reason that we welcome the public to our 
annual President’s ACAD Smart Night, a black tie evening 
of fine dining and stimulating ideas. This year’s event 
featured an exclusive address by keynote speaker Tom 
Kelley, author of The Ten Faces of Innovation. This 
third annual President’s ACAD Smart Night was a sold 
out success, providing a unique opportunity in our city 
to discuss the role of innovation in our daily lives. 

It is the support of our visionary community members 
that makes much of ACAD’s work possible, and which 
allows us to play a role as a cultural catalyst in our world. 
Of particular importance is ACAD’s President’s Circle, 
a group of Calgary’s most prestigious and influential 
business and community leaders who are committed 
to supporting creativity and innovation. The support 
of our President’s Circle membership  
is critical to our vision to engage the world and  
create possibilities through arts, culture and the 
creative process.

Become a member of the ACAD  
President’s Circle in 2010 by visiting  
acad.ca/presidents_circle.html

2008/2009 year in review

We agitated.  
Through our  
work, acad  
transformed  
our community’s  
landscape of 
thought.

 

We envision a community where innovation,  
creativity and culture are connected with  
corporate and civic growth — where business  
leaders and cultural innovators combine  
their talents to create change in our lives.



we transformed. 
we invited. 
we stimulated.
we incited.
we connected.
we agitated.
we	�engaged the 

world and  
created  
possibilities.
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Board of  
Governors
As of August 30th, 2009

James Peacock, Q.C.  

Chair, ACAD Board of Governors  
Lawyer and Partner,  
Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLP

Lance Carlson  

President + CEO  
Alberta College of Art + Design

Darren Delichte  

SVP, Executive Creative Director 
Critical Mass

Marty Kaufman 

Faculty Representative to the Board

Joseph Leung  

President & CEO 
Marquis Communities Development, Inc.

Shane Mahar  

Student Representative to the Board

Margaret-Jean Mannix  

President Family Office,  
Loram 99 Corporation

Roxanne McCaig

Cynthia P. Moore

G. Bradley Moore 

Portfolio Manager  
McLean & Partners

Sheila O’Brien  

President, Belvedere1 Investment

Kate Peterson  

Staff Representative to the Board

Yves Trépanier  

Owner, TrépanierBaer Gallery Inc.

Sue Anne Valentine  

Partner, Rooney Cronin and Valentine,  
REMAX Real Estate Central

David Aldrich  

Vice President  
Student Experience

AnneMarie Dorland  

Director of Communications

Gary Draper  

Senior Vice President  
Finance and Corporate Services

Denise Mullen 

Provost and Vice President  
Research and Academic Affairs

Susan Veenhoven  

Director of Human Resources

President’s  
Cabinet
As of June 30, 2009

Adrian Burns

Alberta Advanced 
Education — Ultimate 
Heir Fund

Alberta College of  
Art + Design Students’ 
Association

Alberta Foundation  
for the Arts

Andre Mamprin

Andrea Whyte

Arcis Corporation

Bettina and Lieb Zeisler

Bill and Diane Chomik

BKDI Architects

Buried Hill Services 
(Canada) Ltd.

Calgary Economic 
Development

Calgary Herald

Charles Fischer

Chris and Terry 
Ollenberger 

Chuck Barlow

Combine Design & 
Communications Inc. 

Creative Nest

Critical Mass 
Productions Inc.

Cynthia P. Moore

D’Arcy Levesque

Darian Resources Ltd.

David Edmunds

David L. and  
Scarlett Neill

Dawn McDonald

Deborah Yedlin

Denise Carpenter

Diane and Stephen 
Krasnow

Dr. Grant Bartlett

Enbridge Inc.

EPCOR

Fraser Milner Casgrain 
LLP

G. Bradley Moore

Jan Wittig

Janet Slade

Jeanne and Peter 
Lougheed

Jenny and Hy Belzberg

Jesse and Cathy Marion

Jill and Gordon 
Rawlinson

Jim Dinning and  
Evelyn Main

Jim Hill

Jim and Cheryl Peacock

Joanne Cuthbertson

John and Barbara Poole 
Family Endowment 

John and Susan 
McWilliams

Joseph Leung

Karin Gashus and  
Jack Lehr

Karo Group Inc.

Kasian Architecture 
Interior Design and 
Planning Ltd.

Marquis Communities 
Development Inc.

Martin Molyneaux

Mary Rozsa de Coquet

Mayfair Diagnostics

Michael J. and  
Renae N. Tims

Michael Lang

Monica and Michael 
Stevens

Morris and Ann 
Dancyger

Michael and Jane Evans

N. Murray Edwards

Nancy Carten

NATIONAL Public 
Relations

NEXEN Inc.

Patricia and J. Sherrold 
Moore 

Peter Boyd

Peter G. Burgener  
and Shannon Peters

RBC Royal Bank

RGO Office Products 
Partnership

Robert Ollerenshaw

Robert Peters

Roxanne McCaig

Rozsa Foundation

Sandstone Asset 
Management Inc.

Sharon Martens

Shaw Communications 

Sheila O’Brien and 
Kevin Peterson

Sian and Dave 
Fitzpatrick

Steelcase Canada

Steve and Jane Snyder

Sue Anne Valentine

Susan Thomas

TELUS

The Calgary Foundation 
(various)

The Kahanoff 
Foundation

The President’s Circle

TransAlta

United Way of Calgary 
and Area — Donors 
Choice Program

W. Brett Wilson

WAX Partnership 
Incorporated

WhiteIron Inc.

William and Judy 
MacLachlan

Yves Trépanier and 
Cheryl Gottselig

Eight anonymous 
donors.

ACAD received the generous support of many individuals, 
corporations, foundations and community partners in 
2008/2009. Their investment helped us deliver on our 
commitment to lead the development of culture and 
innovation, and to provoke thought and action. 

Thanks to these donations and sponsorships, we 
cultivated debate, explored together and stirred 
culture for ourselves and for our external community. 
ACAD thanks the following:

ACAD
Supporters



Design 

Printing

Jonathan Wood 
jonathanwood.com

Blanchette Press

What’s happening this year at ACAD?

Contact us at communications@acad.ca 
to receive our newsletter and to  
learn more about events, activities and 
news at ACAD. 

Or, visit our website at www.acad.ca






