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Jeff Cooper Takes A FIRST LOOK At The World’s Most Powerful Pistel!

Modern Design Genius Now Puts The
Power Of The .44 Magnum Cartridge Out
The Barrel And Not Up The Arm!

Theo 44 Magnum ravolver rochs bock The A4 Aure Mag sbigrbs mush of I8y owrn
Iy inta wab ol ko, didas far up snd kick, recoils back im o much shegighter line,
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Some vears ago this magazine published
& photograph of 4 pistol curtridge for
whigh there waz no piztol (G Vol 1,
Mo, 1 — Summer, 1958). It was o 308
caee cul 1 the length of the 44 Specinl
revolver cartridpe, sired to 44 caliber,
amd loaded with a 44 pistel buller, The
pdea was (et o A9 apfowmntic would be
an nderesling development. Harry W
Sunford, of 2450 East Colorado -Blvd.,
Pasadena, California (91107}, never suw
that @mive, bt he now hoes the wuen.
Really? Tt i as vet in pretedvps form,
bat if the response of the shooting pub-
lic sugeests that fLois @ commercinlly

viable item. il can be produced for sale
b the summer manths. How about sear
sporis fams!

Cierrainly it i< aboul lime that we sow
sorme significant progress inhandgoun de-
sign. The ploaals we have worled very
wiall, of eourse, but it seems preLy ob-
vious that modern engineering can im-
prove them, The Ssnferd project is an
impressive atlemp (o do just that,

Thse protofyvpe pistol iea large. hanid-
s, =olidly censtrusted, and  almos
un-homstable’” sidenrom, Trois 2 finde
emaller and pwo ounces heavier than
Smith and Wesson 615-inch M-29, Tt is
exfremoly  powerful, now  handloaded
wilth Edﬂ-gm[n i.:l;'l-t_{:hpl,! tellet amd 25
grains of 240, [(Faciery leading will
prabably wse a somewhar faster powder
such oz Hereo, in opder to suit the 6%:-
inch Barel ) T design operating pres-
stlre g d5 000 pai Dt QL is safe al well
over 55000, With chamber wislls some
Fio of an inch thick, and an eight-lug,

fially-gnclosed bolt similir fo that of an
M-16 rifle, breech pressure is st not
miuch of a problem. Yew could almost
usg a full case of Bullseye, according 1o
st resules,

Mo’ why, when we have a seleclion
of excellient magnum revedviers, shoubd
whe want a magnam o ante? Afer all, the
mogrum revobhers are essentially sport-
img, not combat, arms, and the great
advantapes of the aule show up hest on
combat duy, The answer is very sim-
ple: recodl, The action of the Sanford
pistol wses a short-recodl  turning-bolt
syrtem delibeeately desipned o soak up
crnergy, and Bodoes. It teansonite jost
over hall the blow 1o the shooting hand
that a revalver of the same weight does,

-

The A4 Auks is shewn ociwsl
size ot near lafr. Mare the
copveniently located thumb
safery and slide releose,
Tekodawn butten |z abave
fﬂsgur guard, funcligni
much llke o P-18%, Liko tho
r=sh of the gen all com=
panents af 15 iaregral
adjvstable sights ars alis
stalnless stoel excopt far
tarsion springs, The vont
rile 55 meochined in ono pisce
with tho beree] and vpper
racaivwer, Corteidgai |l ta
A4 Mognem revelver. 44
Magaum Auto, Immedd Auto
{125-gr. bullel in necked=
down S08 caorel, 24 Auls
T0R=gr. Vicws at for lofe
shew off side of gun,
Maockining and detoiling
war denpg by Aute Mag
Corp.'s Dezsign Monagar,

. Miox Gera.
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Prafotypa A4 Auto compared with Gov't. Model 45
ACPE, The 44 Mognum fAute it temowhat langer and
keaveer thon the Colt, but fires a bullet that delivars
almork thros fimo: @ much powar, Production 44y
will have sherter cartridges, for smaller magarine
walls ond, bocowso of thot, more compast handgrips.

when loaded te identical ballistics: [n
lest form, Ioaded Botier, it still kicks
anly % oas hard. T omyselfl fownd this
clasm illicult to believe until [ fired the
picze. The results are clearly demon-
atrafed inothie photes. {While T do nod
advocal® shooting any’ pastol stk ome
hand only — unless yvou have a broken
arm — 1 deliberanely used  old-fash-
foned offhand for testing in order to
l:lilp!'l‘.'L'%i:n'.l: reconl, MNeathar pixl:l.'l'l wiolil
micwe this much in a correct grip.) In
esenee, this pants the awesome power of
the 44 Magnum within the control -
pabilities of amyone whe can handle a
Tull-house 557!

The pistal was designed by Max Cera,
and incorporates all the “maodern eon=
vemionees.” Barrel and sights arc in one
rigid wnit for rarget accuracy, The trig-
ger linkage 15 simiabar in comcept 1o e
proven line of High Standard carget pis-
tols, permilting a very nice adjustment.
Lhe sights ore fully adjustable and pal-
ridze tvpe. The positive, hammer-lock-
ing safety s svmmetrical and works an
gither. side,  Ejection is forward. An
accelerator is provided o Essure re-
liahle aclion in sub-zero temperatures.
Theugh the prowiype's frame is con-
simbeted of a3 stzndard i:]ll‘n;imn}-:lﬂﬂ':,.‘ al-
low., the production moddel will naturally
e mndde of stuinless sieel  throughout.

With all these feanipes o would e
pect the pistal to be out of the financizl
reach of ordimary morials, The fact s,
howsver; that cost studies indicate o sile
price of vight aroend 5200 boxed with
one extra magazine. of course). RWS

Field bikedown inslanliy

AM 445 6% Barrel S&EW 29 614" Bayrel
Emply Weighe: 49'0r.
Overall Lenglh; 1034~
Gartridge: 44 Mg rimilecs
Sight Radivs: 8 15167
Capacaly: eight raunds
Ajustabte rear target sight
Pabeidge Lype Eront Sighi

Empry Wesipht: 47 gz
I:'mpal;lﬁil Lun‘Eg.lh.- J;l'%'i’r
Lariridge: 44 Rem Mag
Sight Radius: 832~
CEpacily: = rounds
Adjastable rear targel sight
Fatridge type frant sight
Zolid rita

bicne

Performance Wl'th_i_lm-gr,
Bullet Standard Load

2% grains of 240 poader
Muzzle velority: 1680 ftfs
Murzle energyr 1455 Mt-lbs
Hespil: 11.7 d6iks
Penetration: fiftean Tath inch
pire woad boands 1nch apart

Remington Faclory load
Muzzle velocily; 1970 s
Houzele enargys 1180 fhlks
Recoil: 18 (L-lbs

Fenedration: weloe ¥eth inch
pisme wood boceds 1 inch zpand

stands ready 1o produce factory amm-
mifion by ooid- 1900 0f demand picks up,
and handlopders: can make theie own
frarm 308 beass.

A double column magazine was m
considared, for reasons ohyvions dnoa
carlridgs of this sise. Theoe is noe maga-
zing  disconnccior, - since o this  device
poses more problems than it solves, And
deeblegiction s nol contemplnted, be-
ing, i the opinion of Mp, Sanford, Mr.
Crera, and myvsclf, an unsatisfaciory fios-
TLEFE 30 il st

There 15 & deawback: The length: of
the eurtridge: is such that the trgeer is
aul of reach of a2 small hand. Those
whey prefer e bong wrigger inthe 1911
will ave no trouble, bat these who need
the shorg versicn will nol beablc to grip
the picce properly.

S0 there voi have it You like? TFso,
ler us koow, =00 that some sort of sales
prediction can be drawn up.

And there §s another matters I the
irniial l\rnjfct ic snecessful, this actan
prineiple can be applicd 0 a whole series
of new sideanms. Fiesd aed epsiest would
iz the production of the same pieee in
AHIE A and CMGS44 for varminging. Mext
might be the appenranee o o shorl
cass, magnum G piswal for smaller
hands, This cosild ]'.-r\-:_wi-.-'!l,‘: MARNT
power with Smme reeodl, And: third on
thie [isf is ;3 smeall, neat fiat, pocket
Ymm with no more kick than a 32
Thase will e fortheoming i the 44 05 =
suecess, May we live o see the day! &

G&A UPDATE —

LATEST

44 MAGNUM

AUTO
DEVELOPMENT!

In boday's fashbreaking scenc of new
developments in sporting arms, the 44
Auta Mag is no exception, Since the in-
ceplion of 1his- article, the big pistol
has undergone further develcpment and
iad tests. Auto Map dasigner Max Gera
— @lso Design and Engimeaering Man-
ager of Sanford Arms and the Auto Map
Corporation — slates that boeth Smm
and .30-cafiber wersions of the 308
based Aute Mag cartridge have baen
made, Among tha 300 and more orders
dlready in for pistols, many have re-
quested that pessible development be
done an ihese cilibers as well as the
priginal A4,

The praduction A4 Auto Mags will
have a carfridge 1/10-inzh shorter than
the samples shown i 1his arkicle. [t
was found that shortening the case fo
1.200-inch, permitted a 2/10-inch re.
ductian in grip gize and mapazing bulk,
This servas to add relishifity to the al
ready. fine asfion functioning, as the
bolt has a shorler round to- strip and
fead, while going through the same
long, smooih cycle,

hs of this weiling, the ideal load for
A1 Aoto Map is believed to be 22
grains of H110 powder and fhe 240
grain Nozma Tri-Clad flat-point biliet.
This is a half.caze capacifty losd and
the brass/action combination will lake
much higher prassures, according 1o
The mew arms maker, SGl, fhis losd
burns complefely clean and is the most
accurate 5o far. Velocily is a sizzling
1680 fps, with the 240-geain bullet. For
comparison anfy, the Winchester
Western A4 Magnum revalwer lozd &
quoted by its maker as 1470 fps, for
F150 £1 -1bs. of muzzle energy. The Auls
Maz velocity computes to 1505 ft.-1bs.

These zrd other dabail changes have
been fed into measurements taken for
pilot-plant drawings. As of press fime,
imitial peroduction of saleable  Aule
Mags, in he standard 44 Awto Mag
chambering, 15 reportedly st for
spring, 1970




Shannpl throvgh BBt bady i gams
wiang urioce whidh retates aiiambly
duriag recoll Recsnted baldy Tode @ad
spring-looded eleddor are shiwa,

The 48 Aubs 14 bag. bur average hoado can funchon
tha ocHsn with no difficedry. Lockewp of madti-lugged
kit s tight, then ‘hreaky’ spen smaothly when pro-
grevive prosvurs te Fhe roor B applisd, Becpil springs
ride In citlying charnels, sssthar poinl remisiua
od the Walther P<3E, although thor piaigl® wprings
oro anclosod by the Tesese ond alide,

Fieldairippdng van be dimpliibed [n thres sceonds. Then, all sidigranadiing porfe
nre complately egen Tor masvienasss. The hele im the denres o1 rhe groowed
trigger |3 for peadids rrigpar odjormaent. Borrel rik, upper redeiver ond boli-
faching ihaulders are all machined fram ono pheds

SRR ) SO [ AT e b 18]



