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TRY MOCK TRIAL PART VIII
JUST "DO IT": REDIRECT AND RECROSS

When you are in an actual trial, you
will realize that there are a lot of questions
that you should ask. Actually, redirectisn't
all that difficult. First and foremost, you
have to listen to every single question asked
in cross examination of your witness. It is
hard to object and think of questions at the
same time, but actually a lot of your ques-
tions can come from things you would al-
ready be set to object to.

If the other side will not let your wit-
ness answer questions fully and insists
upon "yes" or "no" answers, make sure that
you bring out the entire answer in redirect.

If your witness adds something that
you had not planned or had saved as a trap,
be sure to ask about that. Mainly, listen care-
fully to every question and every answer
with an eye toward improving your case and
minimizing any damage done by your op-
ponents.

Anticipate potential problem arecas
and prep your witness beforchand about
the answers. Help your witnesses to under-
stand every question and to listen to every
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question. Be well-prepared with your wit-
ness so that you understand what your side
needs you to do. Don't be shy about ob-
jecting on almost any grounds in order to
get your witness more time to think if some-
thing brand new and revolutionary comes
up.

In just about all rounds, it is wise to
redirect. There is almost always something
damaging that comes out in cross. How-
ever, if opposing counsel really didn't get
anywhere at all and was a total dweeb, you
may simply say, "I have no further ques-
tions." Before you do, though, make sure
that everyone else thought opposing coun-
sel did nothing, too. If you do this at the
right times, you look superb.

Recross isn't always necessary either.
Pick your times well. If the other team tries
to salvage the witness on redirect or the
witness seems to "remember” stuff he didn't
"remember" the first time, make sure you hit
those points hard and impeach the witness
(show that the witness should not be be-
lieved.) Show how the witness's story just

suddenly morphed into something else.

If the story that you want to get out
is even remotely connected to something
in redirect, ask your line of questions. Don't
be afraid to hammer something that was pre-
viously overruled or that you already asked
about a lot. Go with what you think in re-
cross. If the other team doesn't hurt your
cross with their redirect, don't waste time.
Otherwise, show the stupidity of the wit-
ness (impeach him.)

In redirect and recross, very often
"Less is more." The greater efficient you
show, the better off you will be. One good
point is worth a dozen that are "Ho-Hum."

Note: Redirect is limited to what op-
posing counsel asked in cross.

Recross is limited to what opposing
counsel asked in redirect. (The first cross,
however, may be on any pertinent matters.)

(M. Donna Ross is Tournament Manager
of the Gateway Nationals 1998. She
coached 4 state champion Mock Trial
Teams at Parkway (MQO) Central H.S.)

Beginners and experienced veterans alike are invited to kick off their
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* Sunday, July 26 to Saturday, August 1, 1998 *  DIFMN
Ripon College, Ripon, Wisconsin

Institute Highlights:

1998-99 competition year at the

* Research techniques taught by research librarians * Interpretation skills: characterization, cutting and blocking
* Organization and argumentation in public speaking and limited prep % Time-management for good students who compete to win

* Commuter tuition only $300
* Resident tuition $300
* Room and Board $200

$50 deposit due by July 1, 1998, to secure space.
Make check payable to Ripon College Speech Department.

* Individual coaching sessions in YOUR events

* Ripon College is proud to be one of the
founding chapters of Pi Kappa Delta,
the National Collegiate Honor Society

for Debate and Forensics. Ripon is also the home
of the Pi Kappa Delta Hall of Fame Collection.

The number of participants will be limited to maintain a low student-coach ratio, so apply early!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 920-748-8712
Ripon College Speech Department, Attn.: Jody Roy, P.O. Box 248, Ripon, WI 54971






