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by
Lonnie Shekhtman

"Our nation needs to ensure healthy,
productive and resilient marine ecosys-
tems for our benefit..."

Discussions of the best ways to deal with
America’s troubled oceans are gaining momentum these
days; not only are hundreds of the brightest high school
students around the country debating the need for a
national ocean policy, but ocean-related topics were a
major theme at this year’s American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS) meeting, held in Se-
attle on February 12-16. The Seattle meeting, which
brought together thousands of scientists, policymakers,
teachers, students, and families to discuss the latest sci-

entific research, was the first time members of both the
independent Pew Oceans Commission and the presiden-
tially appointed U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy ap-
peared together to discuss their recommendations for
restoring the health of our ailing oceans and coastlines.

The good news for the Center for SeaChange—
which is working to put the recommendations of both
commissions into practice—is that the fundamental rec-
ommendations of both commissions are similar, provid-
ing a boost to SeaChange’s effort to enact a national
ocean policy. Clearly, it is always more effective to work
for solutions based on agreements rather than differ-
ences

“Facts are facts, and we’re operating off the same
set,” William Ruckelshaus, a member of the U.S. Com-
mission and former head of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency told the Seattle Times in describing the find-
ings of both commissions.

Jane Lubchenco, Pew Oceans Commission mem-
ber, advisor to the Center for SeaChange, and a marine
biologist, said in a Seattle Post-Intelligencer article that
the message from both commissions “is that we are faced
with a serious situation, and we need to move on finding
solutions.”

Leaders of both commissions at the AAAS dis-
cussed the need for managing oceans as ecosystems,

rather than piecemeal.  Ecosystems are composed of all
of the organisms living in a certain place and their inter-
actions with each other and with their environment. Eco-
system-based management, a recommendation of both
commissions, acknowledges the connections among
things and evaluates how policy decisions and actions
interact across species, habitats, land and sea, and from
one type of human activity to another.

Lubchenco explained ecosystem-based manage-
ment best to United Press International: “In the same

way that a physician considers the
whole person—including medical his-
tory and current medications—in pre-
scribing a cure for a specific ailment,
ocean managers must learn to think
about the interconnectedness of an
ecosystem.” She added, “Just as the
heart is connected to the lungs and
brain, so too are different species con-
nected within an ecosystem.”

Currently, there are about 100
separate federal agencies involved in
oceans governance. Both commis-
sions recommend unifying ocean and
coastal resources management activi-
ties through the establishment of a na-

tional ocean council that would coordinate policy among
this patchwork of agencies. The two commissions also
recommend the establishment of regional councils to
coordinate federal, state and local ocean management
and improve the health of marine and coastal ecosys-
tems.

A new feature of this year’s AAAS conference was
a town hall meeting, where citizens, scientists and
policymakers met to discuss the best ways to restore the
health of America’s oceans. SeaChange supported this
effort to educate the public about the state of our oceans
and the role science plays in restoring them.

In preparation for the town hall meeting, AAAS
commissioned a survey of 2400 adults on marine science
issues. Results of the poll were both promising and puz-
zling. For example, while the poll showed that nearly 80
percent of adults said they feel man-made stresses are
endangering coastal regions and oceans and may lead to
long-term damage, only one-third believe their own ac-
tions have a large impact on oceans and coastal areas.
Additionally, while more than half of the respondents
support the use of public funds for new research and
technologies to reduce pollution, only 47 percent were in
favor of government regulation restricting use of the sea-
shore and 46 percent supported local efforts to reduce
business and economic development of coastal areas.
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These findings may indicate that people are becoming more
aware of the problems our oceans and coastlines face, but do not
yet understand that those problems are directly connected to their
actions. The Center for SeaChange knows that change and recov-
ery will take time and much effort and has already begun mobilizing
policymakers and opinion leaders—through education, outreach,
and advocacy—to update ocean policy in Washington, D.C. and
communities across the nation. The two commissions paved our
way by fostering national dialogue, which was long overdue, about
the damage human activities have caused to marine life and what
should be done to fix it. SeaChange has made its mission, its obli-
gation, even, to be the conduit for reform.

Our nation needs to ensure healthy, productive, and resilient
marine ecosystems for our benefit, and for the benefit of our chil-
dren and grandchildren.  Science is giving us the knowledge and
the tools we need to act.  We just need to muster the political will to
do it.
(Article by Lonnie Shekhtman, Center for SeaChange.)

(Founded in 2003, the Center for SeaChange is an independent,
non-profit, non-partisan organization working to reverse the
decline in our oceans' health through the enactment of a na-
tional ocean policy. SeaChange promotes the recommendations
of the Pew Oceans Commission and compatible recommenda-
tions of the U. S. Commission on Ocean Policy to restore biologi-
cal diversity and achieve sustainable use of marine ecosystems.
SeaChange mobilizes policymakers and opinion leaders --
through education, outreach, and advocacy - to take action to
reform ocean policy in Washington, D.C. and communities across
the nation. In charting a course for a new ocean ethic, SeaChange
calls for a commitment by the American people and their govern-
ment to preserve our oceans as a public trust for future genera-
tions. "
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Ted Turner Public Forum
National Debate Topic

will be released
April 15, 2004

National Tournament
Schedules

available on the NFL Website
www.nflonline.org
by April 15, 2004

NFL         KEY OR PIN AWARDS
Reward student efforts with a hand-crafted key or keypin.

Each colored stone -emerald, sapphire, ruby or diamond--represents progression as communication skills advance.
Student Pins/Keys AvailableStudent Pins/Keys AvailableStudent Pins/Keys AvailableStudent Pins/Keys AvailableStudent Pins/Keys Available          PlainPlainPlainPlainPlain
Medium Pin, Silver Plate .................................................................................. $11.00
Large Pin, Silver Plate .................................................................................... $12.00
Medium Key, Silver Plate ................................................................................ $10.00
Large Key, Silver Plate .................................................................................... $11.00
"NFL" Monogram Pin, Silver Plate ................................................................... $ 9.00
"NFL" Monogram Tie-Tac, Silver Plate ............................................................. $ 8.00
NFL Student Service Bar (NEW) ..................................................................... $ 8.00

Coach Pins/Keys AvailableCoach Pins/Keys AvailableCoach Pins/Keys AvailableCoach Pins/Keys AvailableCoach Pins/Keys Available               PlainPlainPlainPlainPlain
Medium Pin, Gold
    (electroplate) ............................................................................................... $18.00
Large Pin, Gold
   (electroplate) ................................................................................................ $20.00
Medium Key, Gold
   (electroplate) ................................................................................................ $18.00
Large Key, Gold
   (electroplate) ................................................................................................ $20.00
Monogram Pin, Gold
   (electroplate) ................................................................................................ $10.00
Monogram Tie-Tac, Gold
   (electroplate) ................................................................................................. $ 9.00

Add an additional fee  for the following stones:

Emerald ................................................................................................. $2.00
Sapphire ................................................................................................ $2.00
Ruby ..................................................................................................... $2.00
Double Ruby ......................................................................................... $4.00
Triple Ruby ........................................................................................... $6.00
Quad Ruby ........................................................................................... $8.00

Place  your  order  today!

Order by credit card. Visit the NFL Store at www.nflonline.org.
Fax orders (must include a purchase order number) to (920)-748-
9478.  Call (920) 748-6206 for an order form.Diane's  email address is:
nflsales@centurytel.com.

Each Diamond  (coaches only)..........................................................$18.00
S & H Fee per order ............................................................................. $6.00

Pin back or Key to wear on chain

Pin back or Key to wear on chain
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