
 

1 

 

  Minutes of the Fourth Meeting of the Western Ghats Ecology Expert 
Panel held on 26th to 27th July, 2010 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. 

 
 The fourth meeting of the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel 
(WGEEP) was held at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala on 26th - 27th July, 
2010.  The following were present:  
 
  1. Prof. Madhav Gadgil        Chairman 

  2. Dr. Ms. Ligia Noronha                      Member   
3. Dr. V.S. Vijayan                                                   Member  
4. Dr. P.L. Gautam         Member 
5. Ms. Vidya S. Nayak           

                            
          Member 

6. Dr. R. V. Varma            
           

       Member 

   
7. Dr. G. V. Subrahmanyam      

                   

               Member Secretary 

  
The following Members of the Panel could not attend the meeting:     

 
1. Dr. D.K. Subrahmanyam  
2. Prof. (Ms.) Renee Borges                                        
3. Prof. R. Sukumar       
4. Shri B.J. Krishnan 
5. Dr. K.N. Ganeshaiah  
6. Prof. S.P. Gautam 
7. Dr. R.R. Navalgund                                            

      
The Following Special Invitees were present: 
 

1. Dr. Nalini Bhat  
Adviser MoEF 

2. Prof. M.K. Prasad 
Executive Chairman 
Kerala Information Mission 
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3. Dr. C.T.S. Nair 
Executive Vice President 
Kerala State Council for Science, Technology and Environment  

4. Dr. S. Narendra Prasad,  
Senior Principal Scientist 
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History 

5. Shri. Tony Thomas 
One Earth One Life 

6. Shri. S.K. John 
Director, VASUDA 

7. Dr. A. Latha 
River Research Centre  

8. Shri. A. V. George 
Chairman; Advisory Board WWF-Kerala 

9. Shri R. Sridhar 
Progarmme Director THANAL 

10. Shri. S. K. John  
COSTFORD 

11. Shri. M. Divakaran 
Joint Director, Western Ghats Cell, Government of Kerala 

12. Dr. Sreekumar Chattopadhaya  
Scientist E2, Centre for earth science studies Akulam  
   

Shri Mullakkara Retnakaran, Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture, Government 
of Kerala and Shri Binoy Viswom, Hon’ble Minister for Forests, Govt. of 
Kerala also addressed the meeting and participated in the discussions. 

 

 Dr. R. V. Varma welcomed the Hon’ble Ministers, Members of Panel and 

the invitees.   The Chairman initiated the meeting by thanking the Kerala State 

Biodiversity Board for organizing the meeting of the Panel at 

Thiruvananthapuram and then briefly outlined the agenda for the Meeting. He 

stressed on the need for an integrated, transparent and participative process in 
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identifying the various levels of eco-sensitivity in the Western Ghats.  Further, 

he briefly introduced the four major themes of discussion on biodiversity 

conservation in Western Ghats and the agenda to be taken in the meeting. 

  

He mentioned that it was very appropriate that this series of discussions 

was being held at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala as Kerala has always being in the 

forefront of a holistic and participatory approach to environmental issues 

beginning with their pioneering study of economic- technological - ecological 

analysis of Silent Valley in 1979 and the Panchayat level resources mapping 

programme of 1990s.     

 

Shri Mullakkara Retnakaran, Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture, Government 

of Kerala discussed the fragility of the Western Ghats and remarked that 

anthropologic changes are rampant in the Western Ghats Region.  He further 

added that organic farming in 50,000 acres of Kerala is moving towards making 

the agriculture in the state sustainable. He elaborated on the organic farming 

initiative of the Government of Kerala. This was followed by the discussion on 

the possible merits of promoting organic farming in the Western Ghats 

especially in the more eco-sensitive regions. 

 

Shri Binoy Viswom, Hon’ble Minister for Forests. Govt. of Kerala explained 

the initiatives taken by the Government of Kerala towards forest conservation in 

the Western Ghats region of the State of Kerala.  
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  Dr. V. S. Vijaynan made a presentation on experiences and options for 

sustainable agriculture and horticulture on Western Ghats, and the relevance of 

Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Act. He stressed that after the 

Green Revolution of 1960s, rampant use of pesticides has increased from 20MT 

in 1953 to 120 MT in 2000. The presence of heavy metals and pesticides in 

fishes indicate how severely polluted are air, water, soil and food. Presentation 

is at Annexure – I. 

 

Dr. R. Sridhar made a presentation on organic farming in the Western 

Ghats and correcting 50 years of unsustainable agriculture development. He 

discussed the various stages from policy formulation to implementation and the 

consultation conducted with all the stake holders-farmers, civil society, 

scientists, department officials. He explained how organic practices are being 

developed by Kerala Agricultural University in consultation with farmers and 

NGOs and how changes have been incorporated in due course.  Presentation is 

at Annexure – II. 

 

Three other special invitees have also shared their experiences as follows: 

(i) Sh. Tony Thomas has shared his experiences on inter-planting in rubber 

plantations with 80 different species of trees to create a multi-species 

forest. Notably, the yield of rubber latex has actually increased because 

of the higher level of humidity in such a plantation. 

http://moef.nic.in/downloads/public-information/Annexure-I-Sustainable-agriculture.pdf
http://moef.nic.in/downloads/public-information/Annexure-II-Organic-Farming.pdf
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(ii) Sh. S. K. John shared his experiences of no tillage, multi-storeyed, multi-

species agriculture / horticulture/ forestry plantations in Wynad.  

(iii)  Sh. A.V. George stressed that the low elevation tea plantation is 

now no longer profitable, and that some way had to be found out of 

making a transition.  

 

  Dr. P. L. Gautam gave a background on the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, National Biodiversity Authority, State Biodiversity Boards and 

Biodiversity Management Committees. He emphasized the important role of 

local level Biodiversity Management Committees in the conservation and 

sustainable use of bio-diversity resources. He mentioned that a sui-generis 

system was being developed for protection of Intellectual Property Rights of the 

traditional knowledge holders.  Apart from the Biodiversity Act, he also 

mentioned the related International Conventions and Acts, including the 

Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Act.  Presentation is at 

Annexure –III. 

 

Chairman suggested that pending the finalization of this sui-generis 

system, the sensitive information, which may be misappropriated by the 

commercial interests as well as other sensitive information which may 

unfavorably affect rare and endangered species, should not be included in any 

public database at this stage.   However, it would be very useful to digitize and 

make publicly available all other information. In particular this would help 

http://moef.nic.in/downloads/public-information/Annexure-III-CBD.pdf
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National Authority and State Boards to establish communication with the local 

biodiversity management committees, whenever there are applications for 

accessing biodiversity resources and associated knowledge by the commercial 

enterprises. 

  

Dr. R. V. Varma shared his experiences of established Biodiversity 

Management Committees and preparation of People’s Biodiversity Registers in a 

number of panchayats in the State of Kerala. He emphasized the need for 

capacity building of panchayats as well as support by providing expertise in 

taxonomy efforts. It was felt that establishment of biodiversity committees and 

biodiversity registers in the panchayats throughout the Western Ghats region 

would be very desirable.  Presentation is at Annexure –IV. 

 

 Prof. M. K. Prasad outlined the emergence and significance of Information 

and Communication Technology in modern times and shared his experiences of 

Kerala Information Mission in organizing information essential for promoting 

Ecological Health of the Western Ghats. 

 

Dr. S. N. Prasad shared the experiences of the use of Open Source 

Geospatial Tools in Conservation, which are software suites for processing 

spatial data such as maps, satellite data and other geo-referenced data & 

information.  Presentation is attached at Annexure - V. 

 

http://moef.nic.in/downloads/public-information/Annexure-IV-NBA.pdf
http://moef.nic.in/downloads/public-information/Annexure-V-Geospatial-Tools.pdf
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Dr. C.T.S. Nair presented an analysis of past, present and future of the 

green economy and natural resources. He elaborated on green economy which 

is sustainable and resilient in the long run, primarily based on renewable 

resources, maintains and improves the ecosystem services and enhances inter 

and intra-generational equity. He explained the three-pronged approach to 

accomplish the transition into green economy by awareness & local action, 

reforming government policies & regulations and transforming public sector 

departments / Institutions as major agents. Presentation is at Annexure-VI. 

 

Dr. R. Sridhar further shared his experience about the role of engineers in 

green economy and the difficulties in persuading them to consider the green 

technologies.  

 

Dr. S.N. Prasad made a presentation on status of project on assessing the 

levels of eco-sensitivity along the Western Ghats being developed by Dr. S.N. 

Prasad, Dr. MSR Murthy, Ranjit Daniels and K.N. Ganeshiah. The major points 

emerged include the following: 1. latest available land use /land cover maps of 

NRSC (AWIFS) should be used. In addition, French Inst vegetation maps 

beginning with the first set of maps dating back from 1960s may be used for 

delineating potential climax vegetation and assessing anthropgenic influences.  

Also data on NDVI for WG should be included in the spatial analyses. FSI may 

also be contacted for obtaining forest density and forest cover maps. 

A budget carrying out this work by Drs KN Ganeshiah, Ranjit Daniels,  MSR 

http://moef.nic.in/downloads/public-information/Annexure-VI-ESAs.pdf
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Murthy and SN Prasad for six month duration  was presented. Presentation is at 

Annexure – VII. 

 

2. A Track two initiative to supplement this scientific exercise activity was 

suggested. In this activity tentative identification of ESAs by the resource 

persons- identified to contribute  ~80 different status papers on various 

themes- be initiated immediately. Similarly other existing information bases 

such as the hotspots of biodiversity identified by the Karnataka Biodiversity 

Strategy and Action Plan exercise, and any inputs from members of the public 

should be made use of. The suggested areas along with outputs from activity 1, 

will then form the basis for field visits by the panel members and 

subsequently for finalization of ESAs.  

Review of actions taken so far: 

1. Website: The Western Ghats website is functional and there is good 

response. 

2. Geographical Limits: The proposals are being considered and for 

administrative purposes the delineation of Western Ghats as settled by 

Dr. M. S. Swaminathan, Member in-charge of the Hill areas in the 

Planning Commission during 1981 may be taken as a reference. 

3. Regarding the issue of assessing the levels of eco-sensitivity along the 

Western Ghats, Dr. S.N. Prasad made a presentation and defined 

‘ecological sensitive area (ESA) as a bio-climatic unit (as demarcated 

by entire landscapes) in the Western Ghats wherein human impacts 

http://moef.nic.in/downloads/public-information/WGEE-Meeting-27-July.pdf
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have locally caused irreversible changes in the structure of biological 

communities (as evident in number/ composition of species and their 

relative abundances) and their natural habitats’. 

It was decided that the Hon. Union Minister for Environment and 

Forests may be requested to write to various opinion leaders as well as 

publish in the newspapers a note on ‘Ecologically Sensitive Areas’ 

calling for suggestions on this issue. A note on ‘Ecologically Sensitive 

Areas’ prepared by WGEEP will be forwarded to the Hon. Minister for 

further action. This note is enclosed at Annexure-VIII.  

Dr. V. S. Vijayan raised the issue of the need for defining and 

formulating guidelines for the ESA, as he had done at the third 

meeting at Dahanu.. He felt that unless this is done, no progress can 

be made in identifying the ESA, which is the primary mandate of the 

WGEEP.  

Dr. Subrahmanyam drew attention of the Panel to the definition of ESA 

as given in the Pronob Sen Report which may be taken as a base for 

further refining it. Chairman then pointed out that in that case we 

would have to declare the whole of Western Ghats as ESA. Dr. Vijaynan 

added that this was quite appropriate, and should be done; but in 

addition we would have to delineate various areas of Western Ghats 

according to their conservation importance as class A, B, C and so on. 

All the shola forests, origin of rivers, biodiversity rich areas should be 

grouped as class A, where total protection should be given.   Whereas, 

http://moef.nic.in/downloads/public-information/Annexure-VIII.pdf
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Class B and C could be regulated at different levels in terms of human 

interventions depending on the conservation importance and socio-

economic and environmental setting of the area.  

4.   Regarding commissioning of papers, following is the status as 

reviewed in the meeting: 

 
#  Name  Theme  Status as on 21.7.2010 

Confirmed/Regretted/No response/Unable to 

contact 

1  V.B.Savarkar, 464 Rasta Peth, 

Flat 3, Nr. MSEDC Ltd. Power 

House, Opposite. Mahalaxmi 

Motors, Pune‐411011. 

Maharashtra. 

Protected Areas Network  Confirmed 

2  G S Mohan  Wild relatives of Cultivated 

Plants and Crop genetic 

resources 

Confirmed 

3  D. Padmalal, Environmental 

Sciences Division, Centre for 

Earth Science 

Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, 

695031, Kerala 

Alluvial  sand Mining‐ the 

Kerala experience 

Confirmed 

4  Dr. Ajay Desai 
Member, Steering Committee 
Project Elephant 
B.C. 84, 
Camp Belgaum 
Belgaum  590 001. 
 
 

Elephants  Reminder on 20.7.2010 
Telephoned. Will respond soon. 

Drop if not available. 

5  A J T Johnsingh, former Dean, 
Wild Life Institute of India, 
Bengaluru 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
Mr. Ashok Kumar, WTI 

Wild life poaching 
 
 
 

AJT Johnsingh Regretted. 
Prof. Sukumar contacted Mr. Ashok Kumar who 

has agreed to write. 
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6  Karthik Shanker 
Centre for Ecological Sciences 
Indian Institute of Science 
Bangalore 560012 

Uropeltid snakes  Confirmed –  
 
Considering 
his ongoing projects on the status and 
distribution of frogs, lizards and 
snakes of the Western Ghats, he would prefer 
to prepare a paper on these 
groups as a whole rather than on the 
somewhat narrow theme of uropeltid 
snakes. This may be agreed to.  
 

7  Bhaskar, formerly UAS, 

Bengaluru 

Balsams  Confirmed – would like to discuss details with 

Prof. Sukumar 

8  K.A.Subramanian 
Scientist C 
Zoological Survey of India 
Western Regional Centre 
Rawet Road, Sector‐29 
Vidyanagar 
Akurdi, PCNT (PO) 
Pune‐411 044 
 

Hill streams  Confirmed 

9  T.N.C. Vidya, JNCASR, 
Bangalore, and N. Basakaran, 
ANCF, Bangalore 
 

Large mammal populations  Confirmed  
TNC Vidya wants more time 
Baskaran ‐ confirmed 

10  Ranjit Daniels, Careearth, 

ChennaiCare Earth Trust  

No 5, 21st Street 

Thillaiganganagar  

Chennai 600 061  

 

Birds  Confirmed 

11  C T S Nair, formerly, FAO, 

Nilambur 

Shri S K Khanduri, IFS , 
"skhanduri ." 

<skhanduri@sify.com>ha

s agreed to write a paper on 

working of forests in Kerala.  

Working of forests  Regretted. 
Prof. Madhav Gadgil has been requested to 

suggest an alternate name 

12  E Somanathan, Indian Statistical 

Institute, Delhi 

Incentive based approaches to 

nature conservation 

Confirmed 
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13  B R Ramesh, French Institute, 

Pondichery 

Trees  Awaiting response 
Reminder 20.7.2010 

14  M D Subash Chandran, CES, 

IISc, Bengaluru 

Sacred groves  Confirmed 

15  T R Shankar Raman, Nature 

Conservation Foundation, 

3076/5, IV Cross, Gokulam Park, 

Mysore ‐ 570 002  

Shola‐ grasslands  Reminder by e‐mail 19.7.2010 
Telephoned.Will be responding soon 

16  A  Damodaran, Center for 
Public Policy, Indian Institute of 
Management, Bengaluru 
T R Shankar Raman may 

suggest 

Plantation crops  Regretted. 
Prof. Madhav Gadgil has been requested to 

suggest an alternate name 

17  Nitin Rai, ATREE, Bengaluru  Tribal Forest Rights Act  Confirmed 

18  Ranjan Rao Yerdoor, Nagarika 
Seva Trust, Gurvayankere 
Could ask Ranjana Kanhere, 

Janaarth, Shahada, Nandurbar; 

09326160354, 

janarthorg@rediffmail.com 

Joint Forest Management 

programmes 

Awaiting response 
Reminder  19.7.2010 
Contacted on phone. He will send his response 

soon. May not be able to write. 

19  Aparna Watve  Grassy plateaus  Confirmed 

20  S N Prasad, SACON  Wetlands  Confirmed 

21  Vijay Paranjape  Dams  Confirmed by phone 

22  Mrunal Wanarase, Ecological 

Society, Pune 

Regeneration of streams  Confirmed 

23  Jay Samant, formerly Shivaji 

University, Kolhapur 

River pollution  Confirmed 

24  Kusum Karnik, Shashvat  Religious tourism  Confirmed 

25  Vinod Uniyal, WII, Dehra Dun  Ecodeveolpment committees  Confirmed 
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26  K.V.S. Prasad, AME foundation, 

No. 204, 100 feet ring road, 3rd 

phase, 

Banashankari, 2nd block, 3rd 

stage, Bengaluru, 560085 

Shri R. Sridhar, Progarmme 

Director THANAL has agreed to 

write 

 

Sustainable agriculture  Regretted 

27  Sharad Lele, ATREE, Bengaluru 
Dr V S Vijayan will suggest an 

alternative 

Watershed management  Regretted 

28  SHALINI RAGHUNATH, 

Department of Studies in 

Folklore, 

Karnatak University, Dharwad 

580 003, Karnataka 

Nature in Folklore of central 

Western Ghats (Karnataka) 

Confirmed by phone 

29  Pandurang Phaldessai, member 

secretary, Kala akademy, 

Panaji, 

Goa, 91‐832‐2420451,   

Natural resources as reflected 

in folklore of Goa 

Confirmed 

30   Dilip Boralkar, Mumbai  Industrial Pollution 
 

Confirmed by phone 

31  Shyam Asolekar, IIT, Mumbai;   Functioning of ESA Authority  No response 
Reminder 20.7.2010 
Tephoned : Will respond soon 
Drop if not available. 

32  S. Muralidharan,  
Sálim Ali Centre for Ornithology 

and Natural History, 

Anaikatty Post,  

Coimbatore ‐ 641 108, 

Tamil Nadu,. 

Pesticides  Confirmed by phone 

33  Anil Kumar, MSSRF, Chennai  Wild food plants  Confirmed 
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34  Shri  L. Narayan Reddy, 

Srinivaspura, Marlenanahalli, 

Dodaballapura, 

Hanabe, 561203 

Potential of organic farming   Letter sent by speed post. 
No response. 
Telephone number does not exist 

Drop if not available. 

35  N G Hegde, Formerly of BAIF, 

Pune 

Tree growth on private lands  Confirmed by phone 

36  Jayant Kulkarni, Row House 1, 
Ratan Park Phase 2, 127/5, Sus 
Road, Pashan 
Pune 411021 
 

Human‐ wild life conflict  Confirmed 

37  Sagar Dhara, E‐303, Highrise 
Arparments , Lower Tank, Bund 
Road   
Hyderabad 500 080  

Let us ask Dr H.C. 
Sharatchandra, No.66, Belaku, 
3rd main, Amarjyothi Layout, 
Cholanagara, Bangalore‐
560033, Phone:080 23332480, 
2558851, Mob:9448056248, 
sharatchandra@vsnl.com or 
sharatchandra@vsnl.net 

EIA process  No response 
Reminder 20.7.2010 

38  Mewa Singh, Mysore 

University, Mysore 

Primates  Confirmed 

39  Jagdish Krishnaswamy/ Kiran, 

ATREE, Bengaluru 

Criteria for deciding on 

Ecologically Sensitive Areas 

Confirmed 

40  SNEHLATA NATH, Keystone 
Centre, Groves Hill Road, 
Kotagiri, Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu 
 
 

Livelihood security  Confirmed 

41  Harini Nagendra, ATREE, 
Bengaluru 
Ranjit Daniels may be 

requested 

Landscapes  Regretted 
Prof. Madhav Gadgil has been requested to 

suggest an alternate name 

42  T R Vijayaraghavan,  
 Let us request:  
M.S.Viraraghavan  
Palni Hills Conservation Council 
Kodaikanal 
Tamil Nadu; Girija 
<girija.vira@gmail.com> 
 

Hill stations  Unable to contact. Could not get contact details 
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43   ANITA VARGHESE Keystone 
Centre, Groves Hill Road, 
Kotagiri, Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu 
 

Non‐Timber Forest Produce  Confirmed 

44  Dr Aravind 
ATREE 

Amphibians  Confirmed 

45  Dr Vasudeva 
College of Forestry 
Sirsi 

Economically important but 

endangered species  

Confirmed 

46   Dr Ravikanth 
ATREE 
 

Conservation of forest genetic 

resources 

Confirmed 

47   Mr. D.K. Ved, FRLHT  Medicinal Plants  He will take a few days to send his response 

48  NA Madhyastha/Rajendra 
Mavinkurve 
Malacology Centre, 

Poorna Prajna College, Udupi‐

576101 

Land snails of Western Ghats  Confirmed.  
He wants to include Fresh Water Molluscs and 
change the title to “Non Marine Molluscs of 
WG”. 
 

49  PA Sebastian 
Division of Arachnology, Dept. 
of Zoology 
Sacred Heart College 
Thevara, Cochin‐682013, Kerala 
We may drop this topic 

Spiders   E‐mails bounced. Unable to get latest contact 
information. 
Continuing to find. 

Drop if not available. 

50  Dr Shashidhar Viraktamath 
University of Agricultural 

Sciences, Dharwad 

Wild bees of Western Ghats; 

crop pollination deficits 

Confirmed 

51  Kalyan Kumar Chakravarty 
(Former Director of Indira 

Gandhi Rashtriya Manav 

Sangrahalaya, Ministry of 

Culture, Bhopal)  

Hill forts and cultural heritage, 

including rock carvings 

Confirmed. Wants more time – till November 

52  KS Valdiya 
JNCASR, Bangalore 

Geological and 

palaeobiological heritage (rare 

rock formations; fossiliferous 

strata) 

Confirmed 

53  N M Kamat, Goa University  Ethnomycology of western 

ghats (focus on edible, 

medicinal, toxic and 

hallucinogenic species) 

Confirmed 
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54  D.J.Bhat, Goa 

University 

 

Microbial habitats and 

resources‐terrestrial 

Confirmed 

55  K.R.Sridhar,  
Department of Biosciences 
Mangalore 

University 

 

Microbial habitats and 

resources‐aquatic 

Confirmed 

56  Urmila Makhija, Agharkar 
Research Institute, G.G. Agarkar 
Road, Pune‐411 004 

 

Lichens  E‐mail to aripune id bounced.  
Managed to get another e‐mail id and spoke to 

her on phone. She will respond soon. 

Drop if not available. 

57  K. Gopalkrishna Bhat 

Dept of Botany, Poornaprajna 

College, Udupi 

We may drop this topic 

Conservation of Pteridophytes 

and Gymnosperms of Western 

Ghats 

Regretted 
Drop if not available. 

58  C.Achalender Reddy, I.F.S, 

Secretary, 

National Biodiversity Authority,

5th Floor, TICEL Biopark, 

Taramani, Chennai ‐ 600 113 

Tamilnadu, India. 

Ecotourism development and 

opportunities  in Western 

Ghats 

Confirmed 

59  Norma Alvares, Goa Foundation

G‐8, St Britto’s Apts, Feira 

Alta,Mapusa, Bardez, 

Goa – 403507, Ligia will provide 

an earlier paper by Norma on 

this topic.  

Environmental PIL and judicial 

activism: A Western Ghats 

NGO 

perspective 

No response 
Reminder 20.7.2010 
Telephoned – Very doubtful of writing 

60  A. Sundara, Director of the 

Post‐Graduate Research Centre 

of the 

Karnataka University at Bijapur 

Prehistoric and protohistoric 

cultural heritage of Western 

Ghats 

Confirmed on 21.7.2010 
 
In the USA till end of October. Sent the 
invitation by e‐mail.  
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61  Raghunandan Raghavan, 

IAS(Retd), No 1 KPTCL Quarters, 

Hosakerehalli Main Road, 

Bangalore 560085 

 

Need for enhancing the role 

and capacity of the Panchayats 

for improving 

governance in the Western 

Ghats districts, 

  

Confirmed. Needs periodical reminders 

62  Antonio Mascarenhas, NIO, 
Dona Paula, Goa, 
Ligia may suggest 

Tourism‐Legal, technical, 

ecological and environmental 

issues (Goa, 

Konkan, Coastal Karnataka) 

esp. w.r.t. CRZ, geo and 

ecohazards, SLR etc. 

 

Regretted 

 

63  Alito Sequiera, Associate 
professor, 
dept. of sociology, Goa 
University, Taleigao, Goa, 
08326519308 
Ligia may suggest 

Tourism‐Social, cultural issues  No response 
Reminder 20.7.2010 

64  Ranjan Solomon ,149/D, Gina, 
Maina‐Curtorim Salcete, Goa – 
403709, 
Ligia may suggest 

Tourism –Cultural, social 

ethical issues 

No response 
Reminder 20.7.2010 
Telephone numbers are not working 

65  Dr T T Sreekumar 

assistant professor, 

communications and new 

media programme 

National University of 

Singapore 

Tourism in Kerala –social, 

cultural impacts 

Auto message – Out of town 

Drop if not available. 

66  Ramesh Ganwas, Senior 
teacher, Govind 
Gunaji sawant high school, 
Sarvona, Bicholim 
Ligia may suggest 

 

Mining (Konkan and Goa) 

Mining‐people’s perspectives 

Letter sent by speed post. Awaiting response  

 

67  Rajendra Kerkar , Gonteli, 

Keri, Sattari,  

Mining‐Goa, Konkan (social, 

ecological)   

Confirmed 

68  Glenn (GMOEA) 
Ligia may suggest 

Mining‐Geological and 

Economic perspective 

Unable to get contact details 
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69  Gujarat ecological society  Mining (Gujarat)‐  Sent an e‐mail to the Director requesting him to 
suggest names of people to write on this 
theme. No response. 
Telephoned : They have a new director – Dr. 

Anil Karnik who is out of town, returning on 

26th July. 

70  Kanchi Kohli Kalpavriksh  Mining (Karnataka)‐ 
 

Confirmed. But 
wants some clarifications before writing. 

71  Murthy, NRSC, Hyderabad  Land cover monitoring  Confirmed 

72  Pratim Roy 
Director  
Keystone Foundation 
 

Tourism  Awaiting response 

73  Mathur, WII, Dehra Dun  Wildlife Tourism  Regrets?? 
Prof. Sukumar to contact 

74  M P Nair  Keystone species  Trying to get latest contact information. 

75  T R Shankar Raman or V S 

Vijayan may suggest 

Transport infrastructure   

76  Sankaran, K F R I  Invasive species   Confirmed 
 

77  Suresh, Equations  Tourism in forest areas  Awaiting response 
Reminder 20.7.2010 

78  Gautam, CPCB  Systems of environmental 

monitoring 

Awaiting response 
Reminder 21.7.2010 

       

79  Kranti Yardi, Bharati Vidyapeeth 

Institute for Environmental 

Education and Research, Pune, 

020‐24275684, 

kranti@bvieer.edu.in 

Maharashtra Western Ghats:  

an ecological status report 

 

80  Shamita , Bharati Vidyapeeth 

Institute for Environmental 

Education and Research, Pune, 

020‐24275684, 

shamita@bvieer.edu.in 

Maharashtra Western Ghats:  

identifying critical areas 
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5. The Chairman informed the Panel of his interaction with the 
Chairmen of the two Statutory Authorities established by the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests, GoI, namely, Justice Bhaskaran of Loss of 
Ecology Authority, Chennai and Shri Bhure Lal of Environment Protection 
(Prevention and Control) Authority of Delhi regarding their advice on the 
nature, constitution, powers and functioning of the proposed Western 
Ghats Ecology Authority.   
The main suggestions that emerged were:  
 
 
 

1. The Authority should not merely be a recommendatory 
authority, but a statutory authority exercising powers 
conferred under the Environment Protection Act. 

2. The Authority should identify specific environmental issues 
on which it should focus. Examples of such issues could be: 
protection of upper catchments of rivers, conservation of 
germplasm of wild relatives of cultivated plants, prevention 
of groundwater pollution, and so on.  

3. Having identified its focal issues the Authority should devise 
a strategy of dealing with them. 

4. The Authority should be in position to arrange for field 
investigations, marshal facts and institute action. 

5. The Authority should liaison with concerned Government 
agencies and persuade them to act.  

6. The Authority should work with people while maintaining 
appropriate distance.  

  
6.    The Chairman then introduced the new responsibilities assigned to 

the Panel by the Ministry of Environment and Forests seeking the 

comments / opinion of the Panel in respect of following three projects: 

1. Gundiya Hydroelectric Project,  

2. Puyankutti Hydroelectric Project and  
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3. Athirapally Hydroelectric Project  

 

 In addition to the above three, the Ministry also sought the views on the 

projects in Ratnagiri and Sindhdurg, Maharashtra.   

 

Chairman requested Dr. Nalini Bhat, Advisor, MoEF to give a brief 

background to the above referred projects to the Panel.  Dr. Nalini Bhat 

briefly explained about the three projects which were being examined in 

the Ministry for environmental clearance through the Expert Appraisal 

Committee and requested the Panel to provide their comments / 

suggestions to begin with on the Gundiya Hydroelectric Project in 

Karnataka.  The following points were emerged: 

 

(i) The Panel may undertake site visit to Gundiya and Arthrapally to study 

the ground situation of environmental scenario and the likely 

environmental impacts on the ecology of the region and humans 

settlements.    

 

(ii) The Ministry has initiated the Carrying Capacity Studies of mining in 

Goa and Teesta River in Sikkim.  Also the Government of Karnataka has 

initiated carrying capacity study in Uttar Kannada. The terms of 

reference of these studies will be studied by the Panel to initiate such 

studies in Western Ghats Region.   
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(iii) The Panel opined that it may be appropriate to defer their comments 

/ suggestions on the projects referred to them till the levels of eco-

sensitivity in Western Ghats Region are identified and demarcated.   

 

7. Dr. Ligia Noronha during the interactive discussions suggested the 

following tentative checklist on thinks that the Panel need to focus on, 

discuss and write about: 

  

1. What regulations regarding development activities we need 

to put in place within the ecological zones identified 

2.  Key principles of sustainable development that must be 

followed in the following activities currently found in the 

districts of the Western Ghats: Plantations, Agriculture, 

Mining, Ecotourism, Infrastructure needs and Hydro projects 

 

3.  Need to study existing Land Use Policies and Plans of 

Western Ghat states 

 

4. Linking our work to emerging initiatives for Panchayats 

 

5.  Identifying Ways to get the acceptance of people: Green 

dividends, benefit sharing etc. 
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6.  Identification of Institutional supports: Review of Boards, 

Councils, BMC, ZPs 

 

The next meeting of the Panel will be held in Delhi with the MPs 

from the Western Ghats Region. 

 

The meeting ended with vote of thanks to the Chair.   

 

******* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


