Notes to tables
1 General notes
The tables 1.1 to 1.4 for January to December 2008 show estimates of the UK population by country of birth and tables 2.1 to 2.4 show estimates of the UK population by nationality. They are produced using the Annual Population Survey (APS) which is the Labour Force Survey (LFS) plus various sample boosts.
Figures have been rounded independently and may not add to totals.

Estimates have been formatted to indicate statistical robustness as follows:
	Coefficient of variation
	Description
	Format

	0 ≤ coefficient of variation < 5
	Estimates are considered precise
	None

	5 ≤ coefficient of variation < 10
	Estimates are reasonably precise
	Pale blue

	10 ≤ coefficient of variation < 20
	Estimates are considered acceptable
	Blue

	Coefficient of variation ≥ 20
	Estimates are not considered reliable for practical purposes
	Dark blue


2 Country of birth and nationality

Nationality refers to that stated by the respondent during the interview. Country of birth is the country in which they were born. It is possible that an individual’s nationality may change, but the respondent’s country of birth cannot change. This means that country of birth gives a more robust estimate of change over time.

There are two main reasons for differences between nationality and country of birth:

1. As those born abroad remain in the UK they often apply to become British nationals.

2. Some people born abroad have British nationality. For example, this may be the case for people whose parents were in the military services and were based abroad when they were born.

3 The Labour Force Survey and Annual Population Survey

The Labour Force Survey (LFS) is household survey of people in the UK. It includes those deemed resident at private addresses, so covers students in halls of residence with parents resident in the UK. However, it does not cover most communal establishments. Its purpose is to provide information on the UK labour market but it includes data on a variety of other variables such as country of birth and nationality.
The APS combines results from the LFS and the English, Welsh and Scottish Labour Force Survey boosts. These boosts increase the size of the sample. During 2004 and 2005 the APS also comprised of an additional boost for England.

Each quarter’s LFS sample of 53,000 households is made up from five “waves”, each of approximately 11,000 households. Each wave is interviewed in five successive quarters, such that in any one quarter, one wave will be receiving their first interview, one wave their second and so on, with one wave receiving their fifth and final interview. Thus there is an 80 per cent overlap in the samples for each successive quarter and the sample is completely different after six quarters.

In some areas of the UK the boost makes up the bulk of the APS dataset, with a smaller contribution from the main LFS. The boost has a four year wave structure instead of the five quarter wave structure in the main LFS; after the initial interview, sampled households are interviewed three more times on an annual basis. Therefore the boost for these areas may be slower to react to a change in migration patterns than the main LFS and the speed with which the APS sample responds to changes in the household population may vary across the UK.


More robust estimates are available by using the APS than from the main LFS. APS datasets are produced quarterly with each dataset containing 12 months of data. There are approximately 360,000 persons per dataset. Estimates are based on the period from January to December 2008.
4 Definitions and terms 

4.1 Countries and country groups 

	United Kingdom (UK)/British
	The Channel Islands and the Isle of Man are included.

	European Union 13 (EU13)
	This is shown only on the country of birth tables. It includes the countries of the EU, other than the UK and Republic of Ireland, as constituted between 1 January 1995 and 1 May 2004 (i.e. Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and Sweden).

	European Union 14 (EU14)
	This is shown only on the nationality tables. It is all those countries in the EU13 grouping plus the Republic of Ireland.

	European Union A8 (A8)
	These are the eight Central and Eastern European countries that acceded to the EU on 1 May 2004 (Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia).

	European Union 26 (EU26)
	These are all of the countries of the EU, excluding the UK, as constituted on 1 January 2007. They include the EU14 and A8 groups plus Cyprus, Malta, Bulgaria and Romania.

	Other
	This is defined as all those countries not in the UK or EU26 groups.


People born in Northern Ireland have the right to British and/or Irish nationality/citizenship. Therefore in the nationality tables produced in this report British and Irish have been combined for Northern Ireland. Non-British consists of all other nationalities except British, apart from Northern Ireland where it consists of all other nationalities except British and Irish.
Where a respondent has dual nationality the first one is recorded.
4.2 Standard error, coefficient of variation and confidence intervals
Standard error is an estimate of the margin of error associated with a sample survey. The coefficient of variation indicates the robustness of each estimate. It is defined as:
Standard error of the estimate    x 100
Estimate

A confidence interval provides an estimated range of values in which an actual data value is likely to fall. The confidence interval provided is a 95 per cent interval. This means that, across the dataset as whole, the confidence intervals are expected to contain the true values around 95 per cent of the time. It is obtained as:

1.96 x standard error
5 Website links
5.1 Annual Population Survey

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/STATBASE/Product.asp?vlnk=10855
5.2 Labour Force Survey

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/StatBase/Source.asp?vlnk=358
5.3 International Migration (MN Series)

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/StatBase/Product.asp?vlnk=507
5.4 Migrant Worker Employment

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/STATBASE/Product.asp?vlnk=15137
