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THE APPEAL TO REASON AND
AMERICAN SOCIALISM, 1901-1920

DAVID PAUL NORD

HEODORE ROOSEVELT called it a “vi-

tuperative organ of pornography, anarchy
and bloodshed.” Other, more witty detractors
called it the “Squeal for Treason.” But the
editors of the Appeal to Reason were content to
call it simply “the greatest Socialist newspaper
in the world.” For a time, during the heyday of
American socialism before World War I, they
may well have been right. In 1912-1913 some
323 Socialist newspapers were published in
America, and the absolute champion of circu-
lation was the Appeal to Reason, published in
tiny Girard, Kan. These 323 papers shared a
circulation of about two million in 1913. Of
this two million, the Appeal accounted for
about 760,000—distributed all over the
country.! Nearly everyone, left and right,
agreed that the Appeal was the most influential
and the most popular voice of the Socialist
Party of America during the party’s most suc-
cessful years, 1901-1920.*

This essay reports on a study of the Appeal
to Reason and its relation to American social-
ism during these years. The study relies on a
qualitative and quantitative analysis of the
Appeal’s content® in an attempt to answer
three questions:

® What sort of socialism did the Appeal to
Reason advocate through its news and com-
mentary, and how did this content change over
time?

@ What sort of journalistic techiques did
the Appeal use to achieve such success in cir-
culation?

@ How did the content of the Appeal relate
to the changing fortunes of American socialism
during this period? Specifically, I will offer a

1. James Weinstein, The Decline of Socialism in America, 1912-
1925 (New York, Vintage Books, 19689), pp. 84-85.

2. Ibid., p. 85; Paul M. Buhle, “The A 1 to Reason,” in The
American Radical Press, 1880-1960, ed. by Joseph R. Conlin
(Westport, Conn., Greenwood Press, 1974), p. 9:;: Howard H.

uint, The Forging of American Socialism (Columbia, University
of South Carolina, 1953), ch. 6; Ira Kipnis, The American Socialist
Movement (New York, Columbia University Press, 1952), p. 248;
and David A. Shannon, The Socialist Party of America (New York,
Macmillan, 1955), pp. 28-34.

3. For a note on method, see the Appendix.
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test of the hypothesis that, as a movement
begins to decline, the press will become in-
creasingly introverted and concerned with in-
ternal party and movement matters.

Such a study of the popular Socialist press,
particularly of the Appeal to Reason, should
provide some insight into what socialism really
meant to Americans who called themselves
Socialists in the progressive era. This has been
something of a mystery underlying much of
the historical debate over the question of why
socialism failed in America. The traditional
“consensus”’ view from the 1950’s has been
that socialism never had any wide appeal be-
cause it stood completely outside the American
liberal tradition.* This view, however, came to
seem at odds with the fact that the Socialist
Party of America did achieve something like a
mass following in the years before 1920. For
example, in 1912, the high point of Socialist
electoral strength, Eugene V. Debs polled six
percent of the total vote for President. Mean-
while, some 1,200 local Socialist officials were
serving or were elected in 1912 in 340 munici-
palities, including 79 mayors in 24 states.® A
variation of the consensus view was offered to
explain this apparent anomaly: When Social-
ists were successful, they were not acting as
Socialists but merely as social reformers within
the standard political system.® In the 1960’s,
several “New Left” historians began to attack
the whole consensus approach. They argued
that there did exist a genuine, mass, anticapi-
talist movement in America, which persisted
into the 1920’s and which failed largely be-
cause of internal factional conflict and external
governmental repression, not because of struc-

4. Daniel Bell, “The Background and Development of Marxian
Socialism in the United States,” in Socialism American Life, v.
1, ed, by Donald Drew Egbert and Stow Persons (Princeton, N_.r,.;
Princeton University Press, 1952), p. 214. See Louis Hartz,
Liberal Tradition in America (New Ypork. Harcourt, Brace & World,
Inc., 1955); and Daniel J. Boorstin, The Genius of American Poli-
tics (Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1953). 3

5. Weinstein, Decline of Socialism, pp. 93, 103,

6. Shannon, Socialist Party, pp. 262-268. See, also, Bryan Strong,
“Historians and American Socialism, 1900-1920," Science and So-
ciety, New York, v. 34 (Winter, 1970), p. 387.
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tural peculiarities of American society.” This is
where the debate still stands. In a recent (1974)
collection of articles and comments on the
failure of socialism in American, nothing new
is added and the disputants are still poles
apart.*

Part of the reason for such polar disagree-
ment in this mystery of who the Socialists were
and what they believed in and fought for. His-
torical studies have naturally centered on the
major personalities and leaders. And the per-
sonal and philosophical differences among
leaders have become the bases for differing
interpretations of the movement. What is
needed, though impossible to get at directly, is
an understanding of the views of the hundreds
of thousands of party sympathizers and ordi-
nary voters who put 1,200 Socialists into pub-
lic office. One way of getting at this problem
indirectly is through studies of the popular
Socialist newspapers, which, unlike many
commercial dailies, clearly had to compete
with each other and with non-Socialist papers
for reader attention. The Appeal to Reason was
not really typical of the prewar Socialist news-
papers. The Socialist press was very diverse,
and the Appeal was at best typical of one brand
of popular Socialist journalism. But the Appeal
is of immense importance in its own right. It
was “typical” of what most Socialists were
reading in the sense that most Socialists read it.

The Appeal to Reason has been largely ig-
nored by journalism historians.” Labor histori-
ans have studied it, though somewhat haphaz-
ardly. Most accounts seem to rely on two early
journalistic studies by W. J. Ghent and George
Milburn and on the late 1940’s scholarly work
of Howard Quint.”” Ghent set the style for
articles about the Appeal. He described the
paper as an aggressive, undogmatic, sensa-
tional, sometimes reckless propagator of pop-

Decline of Socialism, pp. viii-ix.
ohn H. M. Laslett and Seymour Martin Lipset, eds., Failure
? Essays in the History of American Soc ialism (Garden

Ity, N. Y., Anchor Press/Doubleday, 1974).

9. Mott appears to be the only popular journalism historian who
mentions the Appeal. See Frank Luther Mott, A History of Ameri-
can Magazines, 1885-1905 (Cambridge, Harvard University Press,
1957), pp. 204-206.

10. W. J. Ghent, * “The Appeal’ and Its Influence,” Survey, ew
York and Chicqo v. 26 no. 1 {APril 1, 1911}, pp. 2.4 -28; 4
MI]!E";“E]“ mmfw 1 to Reason, mr'gcmM g N:w‘i'osr
v, ul -359—3?1 Quint, r.-rg(n% of American So-
cid c¥| Inﬂprmnl ]ullus M‘lyustus ‘ayland, Pioneer

alley Historical Review,
Towa, v. 35{[949], pp 585-606. See, also, George H
Shnaf "?1!6 Biggesl Lmle  Paper This Cmntl:y Ever Knew,”

New York, v.
3, no. 3 (July, 195]}, pp. 558-98,

ular socialism. “It talks the gospel of socialism
in short and pithy sentences,” he said, “the
kind that one can pass along to one’s shopmate
or neighbor.” ' He attributed the success of the
Appeal to J. A. Wayland, the paper’s founder
and moving spirit until his suicide in 1912.
Wayland, who liked to call himself the “One
Hoss Editor,” “left dogma to the closet philos-
ophers and the theologians of the movement
and spoke to common men in their own lan-
guage.” * George Milburn saw the Appeal
more as a muckraking scandal sheet, and he
gave more of the credit for its success to Fred
Warren, editor from 1901 until 1914, who once
said he “didn’t know how to run a paper except
to biff every head that appeared.” * But Mil-
burn’s assessment is much the same as
Ghent’s. It was a mixture of muckraking, scan-
dal, circulation hustle, and epigramatic social-
ism that made the Appeal such a rip-roaring
success.

Howard Quint added details to these early
impressionistic studies of the Appeal, particu-
larly stressing the personality of J. A. Way-
land."* Quint attributed the success of the
paper to Wayland’s undogmatic, Populistic
brand of socialism, and to his skill as a popular
journalist. Wayland preferred Bellamy to Marx,
and almost anyone to Daniel DeLeon. As Quint
put it: “Wayland hankered for the destruction
of the capitalistic system and was never overly
concerned as to the method of accomplish-
ment.” ®* Wayland’s style made the Appeal
unique. He often wrote in short epigrams, each
containing a complete story and a simple
moral. As a “paragrapher” Wayland had few
peers.'®

Several of the more general histories of
American socialism follow the story of the Ap-
peal, briefly, through to its demise in 1922, but
they add little to what Quint said 25 years ago
or even to what Ghent said in 1911." The most
recent article on the Appeal to Reason ap-

11. Ghent, " “The Appeal,”” p. 27.

12. Ibid., p. 25.

13. Mulb\n‘n “The 'Appeal to Reason i
Warren see Ge:::se rewer, The Figh

Appeﬂ!' (Gi .»\ppenl to Remon

14. For moreon the life of Wayland, see] A Wayland, Lem:es?{
Life (Girard, A, to Reason, 1912); and George A. Englan
“The Story of the Appeal,” Appenl to Reason, September 6, 1913.

15. Quint, Forging of American Socialism, p. 176.

16. Ibid., p. 182

17. Bell, “Marxian Socialism,” p. 259; Kipnis, American Social-
isl' Moveml,pfp 24 2.50 Shlnnon Saclartf PBI‘W pp- 4, 28-32%;
n, pp. 84

370. For more on
Ed’il‘ar Warren and




peared several years ago as a brief preface to a
reprint edition of the paper. Paul M. Buhle,
following the accounts of his predecessors,
concludes that “the Appeal was the most im-
portant evangelistic propaganda organ of the
Left and the clearest expression of indigenous
American socialism.” ** The present essay will
attempt to explore more systematically what
these past studies have only suggested about
the Appeal and its peculiar brand of indige-
nous American socialism.

HE FIRST question I have posed is, what

sort of socialism did the Appeal to Reason
advocate through its news and commentary,
and how did this content change over time? To
answer this question, I set up categories of
common story themes found in the Appeal
over the years 1901-1920. For the sake of con-
tinuity of narrative, a detailed discussion of the
method used, including specific category defi-
nitions, has been relegated to the appendix. In

18. Buhle, “The Appeal to Reason,” p. 50.

J.A. Wayland (1854-1912) was the founder and
moving spirit of the Appeal to Reason until his
suicide in 1912. Dedicated to a Populist brand of
socialism, he spoke the language of the common
man and developed a unique writing style char-
acterized by epigrams and short paragraphs.
Photograph reproduced from Metropolitan, New
York, January, 1913.

much of the following discussion, I will be
interested in changes in content between two
broad periods: 1901-1912 and 1913-1920. This
division derives from the fact that 1912 has for
several reasons traditionally been considered
the high point of American socialism, with
support rising up to 1912 and declining there-
after. This division also corresponds roughly
with the death of J. A. Wayland in 1912 and the
retirement of Fred Warren in 1914, the two
leaders of the Appeal in its early years. Louis
Kopelin, a young New York socialist journalist,
took over the editorship from Warren in 1914.
Emmanuel Haldeman-Julius edited the paper
from 1918 until its suspension in 1922,

In general, my analysis of the content of the
Appeal agrees with much of what Quint and
others have said. I found, for example, that
throughout the period much of the content of
the paper was devoted to muckraking, in both
business and government, and to self-congrat-
ulations and circulation promotion (which will
be discussed in the next section). But there are
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a few surprises. Despite its Populist flavor, the
Appeal actually carried very few stories de-
voted to agriculture and farm problems and
very few on public ownership and popular
democracy (i. e., initiative, referendum, and
recall). And despite its reputation for lack of
dogma, the paper always carried a healthy
portion of pretty orthodox socialist and eco-
nomic theory.

Five broad themes seemed to be most im-
portant in the Appeal throughout this period.
These were: (1) attacks on business, (2) attacks
on government, (3) descriptions of social
problems, (4) explanations of socialist and
economic theory, and (5) stories about socialist
activities. These will be discussed in turn.

TABLE 1
MAIN STORY THEMES, 1901-1920

(percentages are proportions of total stories in
each time period)

Story Theme 1901-1912 1913-1920 1901-1920
Business 14.4% 7.6% 12.4%
Government 16.4 17.3 16.7
Social Problems 5.6 6.6 5.9
Socialist Theory 6.1 10.5 74
Socialist Activities 11.9 14.2 12.6
Total Stories 2,003 832 2,835

Stories attacking business, business leaders,
and business practices in America accounted
for over 12 percent of the Appeal’s stories over
the period 1901-1920. The earlier period,
1901-1912, carried a greater proportion of bus-
iness stories than the later period, 1913-1920.
The difference in the sample between 14.4
percent for the earlier period and 7.6 percent
for the later period is statistically significant.

Most of the stories in this category were
attacks on the trusts, the monopolies, the
railroads, Wall Street, and big business in gen-
eral. Though Populistic in tone and often
muckraking in style, the Appeal never favored
abolishing the trusts. Wayland and his succes-
sors praised monopoly as part of a new age of
“wonderful invention, progress, evolution—a
marvelous age. . The only question is
whether the people shall control the trusts, or
the trusts control the people.” " In 1905 a spe-
cial “trust edition” of more than two million
copies was published, and the theme was the
same: The trust is here to stay; it cannot be
abolished or regulated; it must be owned by

19. Appeal to Reason, Girard, January 26, 1901.

the people.” In his usual informal manner
Wayland summed up what is really an ortho-
dox Socialist party position on big business:
“The trusts are just as much an improvement
over the old individualistic and small business
methods as the reaper is” over the sickle. The
hurt is not because of the great aggregations of
capital—but of the private ownership of it.” *

Nearly 17 percent of the stories in the Ap-
peal, 1901-1920, were attacks on government
in one form or another. This proportion did not
change much over time, but the composition of
it did. Included in this category are stories
about the military and war. Naturally, the Ap-
peal’s content reflected the onslaught of World
War I. Less than half of one percent of the
stories before 1913 dealt with the military or
war. This jumped to 11.8 percent for the period
after 1913.

Most of the stories in this category were
attacks on the federal courts, the Presidents,
and the military and war. The Appeal was
particularly hostile to the courts. Wayland
called the supreme court the “greatest enemy
of the people,” and he liked to say that “a judge
appointed for life in a republic is a standing
joke on the jackassical character of the
voters.” 2 The Appeal took the usual radical
stand against court injunctions against labor
unions and court interference with free speech
and free press.” But an approach more uni-
quely in the Appeal style was to expose the
sordid pasts of individual federal judges; a
favorite target was Peter Grosscup of Chi-
cago.” In commenting on a series on the fed-
eral judiciary, Fred Warren wrote:

The filth and slime in which the representatives of capi-
talism grovel is not of our making. The Appeal’s only
interest in bringing to the broad light of day the Grosscup
skeleton is to show you what kind of men are elevated to
the bench where they wield a power despotic and auto-
cratic and fraught with the gravest danger to the liberties of
the American people.®

The Appeal was also hostile to all the Presi-
dents during these years—Roosevelt, Taft, and
Wilson—until after 1918 when the editors
briefly came out in favor of Wilson and his war

20. Ibid., December 9, 1905.

21. Ibid., July 22, 1911.

23, Ihid., March 9, 1907; April 8, 1911.

2,3. For a good example, see ibid., January 7, 1911.

24. See series of five special issues on corruption in federal
judiciary, beginning in Appeal, October 30, 1904,

25. Ibid., January 1, 1910




The Appeal was hostile to Presidents Roosevelt,

Taft, and Wilson, but the favorite target was

Roosevelt. The newspaper called his trust-bust-

ing a bluff and criticized him on a personal level,

accusing him of overindulging his drinking and
hobbies.

policies.” The favorite target was always Roo-
sevelt, “his strenuousness,” whose name they
often Russianized as “Ruzvit.” The Appeal
criticized his so-called trust-busting as a bluff.
Taking up a typical Socialist party argument
echoed in the 1960’s by Gabriel Kolko, the
Appeal declared that the trusts welcomed reg-
ulation by a capitalist government as a way to
co-opt the opposition. And Roosevelt was their
puppet.” The Appeal also attacked Roosevelt
on a more personal level, accusing him of
drinking too much and of indulging his hob-
bies to the point that he had all but turned the
White House into a bull-fighting arena and
prize-fighting ring.*® Never one to turn the
other cheek, Roosevelt attacked the Appeal as
“a paper which not only practices every form
of malignant and brutal slander, but condones
and encourages every form of brutal wrongdo-
ing.” ®

26, See, for example, on Roosevelt, ibid., September 5, 1908; on
Taft, January 22, 1910; on Wilson (con), February 3, 1912; on
Wilson (pro), April 6, 1918,

7. Ihid., June 24, 1905; October 9, 1908, See, also, Gabriel
Kolko, The Triumph of Conservatism (New York, Free Press of
Glencoe, 1963), pp. 1-10.

28. Appeal, January 18, 1908; March 6, 1909.

29, Theodore Roosevelt, quoted in Milbumn, “The ‘Appeal to
Reason,” " p. 369

S . — e

“Speak s.filv and carry a Big Stick™—T. R.
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War was perhaps the most crucial single
issue confronted by the Appeal (or by any
Socialist paper in these years). Before World
War I, the editors professed a standard Social-
ist position on war. All wars are caused by
private greed and the capitalist system. The
workers have no reason to fight in any war save
the proletarian war of the social revolution.”
With the outbreak of war in Europe, the Ap-
peal declared in a banner headline: “War? If
the masters want blood, let them cut their own
throats.” * Throughout the early stages of the
war, the Appeal denounced the war abroad
along with preparedness, profiteering, and
conscription at home, often through the arti-
cles of Allan Benson, a staff writer who became
such a popular antiwar spokesman that he was
nominated by the Socialist party for President
in 1916.%

Even after the United States entered the war
in April, 1917, the Appeal continued its sup-
port for the Socialist party’s antiwar St. Louis

30. Appeal, May 25, 1801; November 28, 1902; July 25, 1908;
MNovember 15, 1913; September 11, 1915,

31. Ibid., August 22, 1914.

32. For good examples of Benson’s work, see Appeal, September
26, 1914, and following issues.
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proclamation.® Throughout the summer and
fall of 1917, the Appeal fought for an end to the
war on the basis of no annexations and no
indemnities.* When President Wilson formally
endorsed these principles as official war aims,
the Appeal abandoned the antiwar stand of the
Socialist party and supported the war—and
Wilson. A giant banner declared: “President
Wilson Has Heard the ‘Voices of Humanity
That Are in the Air’ and Declares in Favor of
Democratic Settlement of War.” *® The paper
even changed its name to The New Appeal, to
emphasize its new direction apart from the
Socialist party. But the Appeal’s support for
Wilson began to evaporate as the post-war at-
tacks on radicals began and disappeared en-
tirely when Wilson signed the “reactionary”
and “imperialistic”” Treaty of Versailles.® Thus
ended the Appeal's brief flirtation with “liber-
alism.” By March, 1919, the Appeal to Reason
had its old name back and was trumpeting for
President and Vice-President, Eugene Debs
and Kate Richards O'Hare, who were both then
serving time in federal prisons for their out-
spoken opposition to the war.”

About six percent of the stories in the Appeal
throughout 1901-1920 concerned what I have
called social problems. These were stories
about what the Appeal believed were the fruits
of capitalism: poverty, crime, child labor,
prostitution, suicide, unhealthy working con-
ditions, alcoholism, and the like. Stories in this
category are usually wonderful examples of
what people in those days called sensational
yellow journalism. For instance, on poverty:
“A mother at Coldbrook, Mass., moved by the
awful haunting fear of poverty, killed six chil-
dren and then attempted suicide.” ® On crime:
An old woman in Cleveland was sent to jail for
vagrancy. “Read this you profit-mongering
mammon-worshippers.” ® A headline on child
labor: “Low, Brutal Greed Wrings Dividends
From the Bodies of Tiny Children, and
Squanders Wealth Upon Cats and Dogs.” * On
working conditions: Coal mines are “under-
ground slaughter pens.” * On alcohol: “So-

33. Ibid., April 28, 1917.

34. Ibid., May 12, June 2, 1917.
35. Ibid., December 15, 1917.
36. Ibid., July 5, 1919.

37. Ibid., May 24, 1919.

38. Ibid., April 6, 1901.

39, Ibid., August 24, 1901.

40. Ibid., June 7, 1902.

41. Ihid., January 18, 1908,

cialists need clear heads and should avoid
strong drink as their enemy and an ally of the
capitalist system.” * And on suicide—when
Wayland himself became the news: “J. A.
Wayland, founder of the Appeal to Reason and
the Coming Nation, shot himself at his home in
Girard Sunday night, hounded to his death by
the relentless dogs of capitalism.” © The moral
to the Appeal’s stories on social problems was
always the same: Reform is futile; charity is a
hoax; only an end to private greed and to pri-
vate property can bring salvation.

White slavery was the social problem the
Appeal loved to hate the most, and the paper
has been credited with starting a white slavery
vogue among the muckraking monthlies of
New York.” “No language can describe the
horrors of the white slave traffic,” effused the
Appeal in 1909. “It is so beastly, so repulsive,
so shocking that it staggers the senses. It seems
like a hideous nightmare of hell and yet it isa
fact of our every-day life under capitalism.”
Fred Warren even wrote fiction to make the
point:

“Is there no place where a girl can earn bread?” she
moans.

“Sure, my little darling!”

It is the first kindly voice she has heard in this city of
brick and whirring iron.

But the look on the man’s face! Her woman’s instinct
tells her what is in his mind, as with critical eye he surveys
the cringing form of the girl before him. Ill-fitting as are
the country-made garments, they cannot hide the graceful
lines of her body.*

In this fictional case, unlike real life, she gets
away in the end.

A somewhat related category, which I have
called life-style of the rich, included about two
percent of Appeal’s stories. These stories
changed little over time. They usually juxta-
posed the gaudy and extravagent life-styles of
the rich with the poverty and squalor of the
working class. For example: “Mr. and Mrs.
Stewart, 10 Rochester street, South End, Bos-
ton, found starving. And at Mrs. Astor’s ball
there were twenty million dollars” worth of
gems displayed on the more or less nude

42. Ibid., p. 1. The }_trmnf also claims to have been the first
Socialist per to declare in favor of prohibition.—See Ap-
peal, January 25, 1919,

43. Ibid., November 16, 1912. For a full account of Wayland's
death, see the issue of November 23, 1912,

44. Milburn, “The "Appeal to Reason,”” p. 365.

45. Appeal, January 2, 1909, See, also, January 28, 1905; July 23,
1910; July 3, 1915; March 6, 1916.

46. Appeal, January 21, 1905,
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tion in the principles of political economy.” *
49. Ibid., June 1, 1901.

Their successors continued and even increased

this emphasis on economic instruction. In the
the stories fell into this category. After 1912 the

proportion jumped to 10.5 percent—a statisti-
cally significant increase. Though the Appeal’s
socialist and economic positions were fairly
orthodox, its style was all its own. The paper
ranged widely, but the favorite theme was the

“What Socialism Will Do.” ® Subject matter
Marxist theory of surplus value—though this

working classes and all other classes, is educa-
years 1901-1912, slightly over six percent of
might carry a column of simple epigrams on

might carry a chapter from Das Kapital or it

to the war.

, 1906. See, also, September, 3, 1904;

In this category falls material
i January 18, 1908,

Though practically all stories in the Appeal
carried a socialist moral or economic lesson,
over seven percent of the stories over the two
ranging from reprints of socialist classics to

decades were overtly theoretical, at least in an

48. Ibid., November 10

47. Ibid.
February 24, 1906

and 1920. In this 1919 issue the Appeal nominated Debs who was then serving a term in prison for his opposition

The Appeal advocated change and reform through political channels. As in this front

their readers to support socialist candidates

covered all elections in great detail

ried a column from time to time called “Society
Doings,” with short items about lavish parties,
dinners for dogs, divorce, murder and suicide,

and assorted scandals.®
Wayland and Warren always insisted that “the

bodies of the females.” ¥ The Appeal also car-
columns of simple questions and answers
about what life will be like under socialism.
first step toward the emancipation of the

informal sense.
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term was seldom used. Wayland simply said,
“Labor wants the full result of its effort, it
needs it, can use it and is entitled to it.” *

The last of the five major content categories,
socialist activities, accounts for 12.6 percent of
the total content—a proportion which changed
insignificantly between the earlier and the later
periods. Most of the stories in this category
were about Socialist election campaigns, So-
cialist party activities, and outside attacks on
Socialists and radicals.

The Appeal always gave close coverage to
elections, believing strongly in “ballots not
bullets” as the way to socialism. At first, en-
thusiasm flowed more freely than votes. An
item from a spring election issue in 1901 read:
“In Braintree, Mass., the Socialists cast 128
votes for their candidate for water commis-
sioner—Comrade Neal. Last fall the vote was
77. Keep up the lick, boys, and the world’s
ours.” ® The Appeal covered all elections in
great detail, particularly Debs’s campaigns for
President in 1904, 1908, 1912, and 1920, and
Allan Benson's campaign in 1916. Of lesser
interest for the Appeal, but still covered fairly
thoroughly, were the Socialist successes in a
number of cities, such as Milwaukee, Minne-
apolis, New York, Columbus, Schenectady,
and Butte, Mont., and in the state of Okla-
homa.* The Appeal never felt that “municipal
socialism,” such as in Milwaukee, amounted to
much more than practice for the real thing to
come. But the editors all agreed with Warren
that the vote, not sabotage or “direct action,”
was the key. “Be wise, Mr. Workingman,”
Warren said, “and exercise your right at the
ballot box. When this plan has failed, it will be
time to discuss other methods.” ®

Underlying election campaigns must be
party organization. This was a constant
theme.* Ordinarily, the Appeal simply stressed
the need for a strong organization, while re-
fusing to take part in party politics or factional
debates. From time to time, however, the edi-
tors did enter the fray, but usually they coun-
selled charity and patience in tactical dis-

51. Ibid., August 24, 1901.
52. Ibid., April 6, 1901.

53. Ibid., May 21, November 19, 1904; May 23, 1908; November
16, 1912; March 18, 1916; May 24, 1919.

54. Ibid., March 4, July 22, November 4, 1911; November 20,
1915; April 15, 1916,

55. Ibid., November 8, 1913.
Msﬁl.gfge, for example, ibid., October 3, 1903; March 6, 1909; July

putes.” After the Appeal became a supporter of
America’s involvement in the war, however, it
launched a number of broadsides against the
Socialist party leadership for being overly
dogmatic and impractical.® The Appeal’s at-
tacks on the party, though, were relatively mild
compared to the diatribes of many unhappy
Socialists who had deserted the party over the
war issue.

Stories about attacks on Socialists and radi-

cals formed the bulk of the category, Socialist
activities. And the proportion of these stories
increased significantly after 1912. The Appeal
followed in detail all the great, violent strikes
and all the prosecutions of Socialists and radi-
cal labor leaders during this period. The names
of Cripple Creek, Telluride, and Ludlow, and
of Haywood, Moyer, McNamara, Mooney, and
Debs were, for 15 years, splashed across page
one in banner headlines. The illegal extradi-
tion—"kidnapping”—of Western Federation
of Miners officials Haywood, Moyer, and Pet-
tibone from Colorado to Idaho in 1906 to stand
trial for the murder of a former governor set the
style for this kind of coverage.® Debs, who
joined the paper as a staff writer during this
fight, wrote one of his most famous pieces,
“Arouse, Ye Slaves,” for the March 10, 1906,
edition. Debs warned:
If they attempt to murder Moyer, Haywood and their
brothers, a million revolutionists, at least, will meet them
with guns. . . . The worm turns at last, and so does
the worker. Let them dare to execute their devilish plot and
every state in this union will resound with the tramp of
revolution.”

To test whether capitalists, like workingmen,
could be “kidnapped” from one state to an-
other, the Appeal offered a $1,000 reward for
the kidnapping of a former Kentucky governor,
then in Indiana, who was wanted in his home
state for questioning about the murder of a
political opponent.” The stunt won Fred War-
ren a conviction for sending “scurrilous, de-
famatory and threatening” literature through
the mail, and it provided material for a four-
year barrage of stories.® This type of story

57. Ibid., March 8, 1902, Warren attacked Victor Berger quite

harshly during the Moyer, Haywood, Pettibone affair—See May
19, 1906.

58, Ibid., February 3, 1917; May 18, 25, 1918,

59. The first story appears in ibid., February 24, 1906.

60. Ibid., March 10, 1906, See, also, Shannon, Socialist Party,
pp. 30-31L

61. Appeal, January 12, 1907,

62. Ibid. June 1, 1907; May 16, 1908; May 15, 1909; May 21,
E;ﬂ:mbur 3, 1910; February 11, 1911. See, a!);u. Brewer, Fighting

itor.
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reached a kind of saturation point in the years
1919-1921, when practically every issue for
three years carried front-page articles about
Gene Debs rotting away in federal prison.

Several other categories of stories provide
some interesting insights into the Appeal’s po-
litical philosophy, though these categories
comprised only a small proportion of total
content. These categories include stories about
(1) agriculture and farm problems, (2) public
utilities and public ownership, (3) popular de-
mocracy, (4) organized labor, (5) religion, and
(6) foreign news.

TABLE 11
SECONDARY STORY THEMES, 1901-1920
(percentages are proportions of total stories in
each time period)

Story Theme 1901-1912 1913-1920 1901-1920
Agriculture and

Farm 2.1% 2.2% 2.1%
Public Utilities 23 16 2.1
Popular Democ-

racy 0.3 0.9 0.5
Organized Labor 39 1.4 3.2
Religion 2.8 14 24
Foreign News 6.3 42 5.7
Total Stories 2,003 832 2,835

Despite its reputation as a guasi-Populist
sheet, the Appeal never devoted much space to
farmers’ problems—only about two percent of
the content for the period 1901-1920. Quite a
few of these stories did deal, in Populist fash-
ion, with the commodity trusts, the grain ex-
changes, the banks, and the rise of syndicate
farming and tenancy.” And several special ap-
peals to farmers were launched.® The approach
was standard Socialist as well as Populist
dogma: the farmers and urban workers have
identical interests as producers of real wealth
and as common enemies of big business. From
the beginning, however, the Appeal was never
really much of a friend of the little farmer,
since the editors believed that advanced ma-
chinery and large-scale combination repre-
sented progress toward the cooperative com-
monwealth.® And when the crunch came in
World War I, the Appeal virtually abandoned a
newly begun campaign to recruit farmers to
socialism in order to fight the high cost of food.

63. Appeal, March 12, 1904; September 10, 1910 (series begins);
I\u\-l_mhl.r 21, 1914 (series begins); Fehruar} 26, March 6, 1916.
64. Ibid., ]unezﬁ 1902; January 29, February 5, 26, 1916.

65. Ibid., January 19, 1901; November 4, 1911.

When farmers finally began receiving high
prices, the Appeal showed that its real sympa-
thy lay with the consumer of grain, not the
producer.”

Public ownership of utilities and popular
democracy, two other lingering Populist
issues, were also largely neglected by the Ap-
peal. Only about two percent of the total con-
tent in the period concerned public utilities,
and less than one percent concerned popular
democracy—and the latter category even in-
cluded woman'’s suffrage as well as initiative,
referendum, and recall. The Appeal supported
public ownership of public utilities but felt
that it meant little unless Socialists also con-
trolled the governments.” The only sustained
interest in public ownership exhibited by the
Appeal came during the war, as the federal
government began to take over war industries,
especially the railroads. For awhile, the Appeal
editors felt that socialism was coming via the
public ownership route.® Eight percent of the
stories in 1918 dealt with these optimistic
speculations. But by 1920 the proportion had
fallen to practically zero. The Appeal also
supported popular democracy, though it car-
ried few stories about it. The initiative, refer-
endum, and recall became a major issue for the
paper only in 1917, when the editors promoted
direct democracy as the only way the people
could control militarists and jingoes in gov-
ernment.”

Approximately three percent of the stories in
the Appeal dealt directly with organized labor.
About two thirds of these were generally fa-
vorable; about one third were critical of un-
ionism or union leadership. In the early years,
the Appeal freely urged support of all unions,
believing that the AFL was moving into so-
cialism.™ Gradually, the paper became more
critical of union leaders such as Samuel
Gompers and John Mitchell for consorting
with capitalists, particularly in the National
Civic Federation.” Finally, the Appeal even
became critical of strikes—especially strikes
without a political foundation. In 1914 Warren

66. Ibid. Nuvember 25 1916; and following issues. Of course,
the A and the not the
fﬁﬂ:ﬁug:!nlltiﬂsgﬂ;p:lh} was clearly more with the urban poor and

67. Ibid., February 17, 1906; March 9, 1907.

]9?88 Ibid., March 24, December 8, 1917; January 5, February 23,

69. Ibid., June 23, September 22, December 1, 1917.
T0. Ibid., June 7, November 29, 1902,
71. Ibid., January 3, 1903; February 17, 1906; November 2, 1907.
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urged that Socialist money should no longer go
to support strikes, but should be used only to
get people to vote for the Socialist party.™ After
1914 organized labor was virtually ignored by
the Appeal, even during the post-war strike
wave of 1919.

Religion was a minor, but recurrent subject
in the Appeal, particularly in the period 1901-
1912, when 2.8 percent of the stories con-
cerned religious matters. This proportion,
however, dropped by half in the years after
1913. These stories were of two kinds. One
kind sought to make a bridge between social-
ism and Christianity. These stories focused on
Jesus as a socialist archetype. A big article in
1903 on “Jesus, the Carpenter of Nazareth,” for
example, concluded: “We have proved by the
foregoing that Jesus taught a new economic
system based on the brotherhood of man and
exemplified in communism.” ™ The other kind
of story on religion attacked the churches and
the church hierarchies for supporting capital-
ism and opposing socialism. The Appeal was
anti-Catholic, though it claimed to be against
only the pope and “Romanism,” not against
the Catholic faith.™ Wayland was vociferously
anti-Catholic. He even started an anti-Catholic
newspaper called the Menace, which Warren

72. Ibid., January 17, 1914.

73. Ibid., February 21, 1903. See, also, March 1, 1902; February
21, 1903; November 1, 1913; July 14, 1917.

74. Ibid., July 11, 1903; November 2, 1907; September 12, 1908;
October 9, 1909; June 22, 1912; May 8, 1915.

(84)

The Appeal’s regular circulation in 1913 was about 760,000—distributed all over the country. But one favorite promotion
device, the special edition, sometimes boosted circulation into millions of copies—many of them distributed free. Here mail
bags loaded with a special edition are lined up on a Girard loading platform. Photograph reproduced from Metropolitan, New
York, January, 1913.

claimed to have narrowly prevented from
being published by the Appeal. Though War-
ren was also concerned about the political
power of the Catholic Church, he said he felt it
poor propaganda to attack people’s religion.™

The Appeal regularly carried foreign news,
particularly in the early years, devoting some
5.7 percent of its stories to this category. Most
of this content was pretty routine, coming in
the form of columns of “shorts” called
“Foreign Notes” or “In Other Lands.” Stories
were typically about foreign socialist parties,
about progressive governments in New Zea-
land, Australia, and Switzerland, and about
despotic governments in Russia, Mexico, and
elsewhere. The paper gave fairly thorough
coverage to the Mexican Revolution, written
usually by on-again-off-again staff writer John
Kenneth Turner, one of the Appeal’s most
dashing reporters.” The paper initially sup-
ported the Russian revolution, though it car-
ried very few stories about it. And gradually
the paper came to mildly oppose the Bolshe-
viki.™

HE SECOND question I have posed in
this study is, what sort of journalistic
techniques did the Appeal employ to achieve
such success in circulation? A broad idea of the

75. Ibid., July 5, 1913,
76. See, for example, ibid., March 27, 1915, and following issues.
77. Ibid., August 17, 1918.
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style and the general approach of the Appeal Movement Must Use American Methods.” ®
should already be fairly clear from the last For the Appeal this meant stressing that “So-
section. But in addition to the substantive cialism is merely more democracy” and em-
content areas already discussed, the Appeal phasizing that socialism is rooted in the Amer-
employed a variety of other techniques, ap- ican tradition.® The great heroes of the Appeal
proaches, and gimmicks which seemed to daz- were the abolitionists, especially John Brown,
zle the reader—at least enough to sell the “and Abraham Lincoln. The movement for abo-
paper. Several of the most pervasive and most lition of chattel slavery was often likened to the
characteristic of these techniques were (1) the movement for the abolition of wage slavery.®
epigrams, (2) Americanism, (3) a variety of The greatest praise was reserved for Lincoln, a
features and fiction, and (4) wholesale self- man “whose heart beat in unison with the
promotion. pulsing throbs of an oppressed people.” ® The

The epigrams were perhaps the most unique Appeal’s attitude of Americanized socialism is
feature of the Appeal to Reason. When Way- well-summarized by a 1909 epigram:
land died, other newspapers pointed to him as “ ‘Workers of the world, unite,’” said Marx.
one of the greatest “paragraphers” who ever ‘Liberty and union, now and forever, one and
lived.™ Unlike other editors who might stick in inseparable,” added Daniel Webster.” *

a filler paragraph here and there, Wayland lit- The Appeal never carried very much fiction
erally filled columns with his three-, four-, and or poetry, but there was always some, and the
five-line nuggets. It was not unusual for a amount increased significantly after 1912. In
four-page issue to carry several full columns of 1901-1912, the paper devoted about 2.3 percent
epigrams. After Wayland’s death, there were of its stories to this category; this jumped to
somewhat fewer epigrams, but the technique over six percent in the years 1913-1920. Much
was never dropped. Some of these paragraphs of this material came in the form of little
were simple mottoes of socialism: “Capital is poems, parables, and fables with a socialist
the canned muscles of other men,” or “Capi- message. From time to time, the paper would
talism makes markets for the bodies of women serialize an important work by an important
and the hands and souls of men.” ™ Sometimes, radical writer of that era. The Appeal is proba-
though not often, a column of epigrams would bly most famous as the paper in which Upton
be on a particular theme, such as “What So- Sinclair's The Jungle first appeared.” In its
cialism Is. Socialist Economics Stated in Para- latter years, under the editorship of Emmanuel
graphs.” ® Most typical of the Appeal ap- Haldeman-Julius, the Appeal began to turn a
proach, invented by Wayland, was to little more toward fiction and literary criticism
sarcastically, though lovingly, insult the and to the promotion of its book department,
reader: For example: which published cheap versions of the Euro-

He who will not lift a hand in behalf of his own freedom, pean and American literary classics as well as
deserves the chains. the classics of socialism.® Haldeman-Julius

| In no country in all the world is the labor vote so easily invoked J. A. Wayland’s vision of the mass
;‘i):::"::lila:ri':h:h;ri:iit::csft:t;:i;1:;2::::;:2- :: :"g;':lp;’; education function of the Appeal to justify this
stale beer will buy nine out of every ten votes cast by the gradual shift. And even after the Appeal died,
horny-handed sons of toill

Uncle Sam prints and gives the banker money without wfi;‘g:f“jml;}'ﬂ&ﬁ}fﬁ;‘ :L;“nmr;f.;g:,iﬂfn&fm’.;
interest or expenses. How is it, Mr. Farmer, that he doesn't James MacKaye, Americanized Socialism: A rﬂll’ff View of Capi-
do as well by you? Let us whisper in your ear: You're a :ﬁi","‘ultll:;‘" York, Boni ;}“!hl:"f"gh.L 1918). :ht;;b‘;:“.i’ one of
chump.® socialism in these years.

Another audience-building technique used ::: :fmer::; ?g,’.’i‘.’f,‘,,.ﬂ_, 2,23, 1907; January 29, 1912.
b_y the Appeavf was the sel[-conscnops c1.11twa- : 9?)54.: m ék'r}lgg; 1904. uf’r; f:]foi gSJeg‘xgrrnhrheiﬁ;co o&m:); 8,29
tion of Americanism. Throughout its history, similarly important to Gene Debs—See Ray Qing;;neﬂmdlug
the paper explicitly argued: “An American Sy thew %, N. ]., Rutgers U v Fress, 154, oy

86. Appeal, March 6, 1909,

78. See press clips in Appeal, November 30, 1912. serafll g’:;.llr": :nln:h':d:ﬁ:;:i #:;;:::;‘ éa.di[%ﬂ)sﬁ(t)ﬁ:g éllnc-li-:ller

79. Ibid., July 25, 1908; March 27, 1909. books were also serialized.—See August 24, 1918; November 8,

80. Ibid.,, January 24, 1903. 1919,

81. Ibid., January 19, 1901; July 25, 1908; May 6, 1916. 88. Ibid., November 8, 15, 1919.
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he continued to issue his “Little Blue Books,”
which for a dime would introduce the work-
ingman to Paine and Ibsen, George Washing-
ton and Moliere.™

Surely the most unique, perhaps most im-
portant, feature of the Appeal was its continu-
ous self-promotion and its incessant hustle for
circulation. In this department, the Appeal
made William Randolph Hearst’s Joumal and
American seem timid. In the years 1901-1912
over 12 percent of the stories were items about
the Appeal itself, usually pleas for more cir-
culation, descriptions of circulation contests,
promotions of special editions, and items
about the “Appeal Army,” a dedicated band of
thousands of readers who hustled subserip-
tions for their “Little Old Appeal.” After 1912
the proportion of this sort of content actually
increased to 15.4 percent of the total. The Ap-
peal always operated expansionistically. In
other words, subscription prices were so low
(25 cents a year for many years) that the paper
always needed more and more new subscrip-
tions every day just to cover current operating
expenses.” Usually, these were rounded up by
“soldiers” in the Appeal army, who were mo-
tivated by offers of cash gifts, free farms, gold
watches engraved with the winner’s name, a
25-foot yacht, books, houses, land in Florida,
motoreycles, and even a free trip to Girard to
visit the “Temple of the Revolution” (the Ap-
peal office).” And the army members were mo-
tivated by their love for the Appeal and their
belief in the nearness of socialism. Always the

TABLE III
OTHER CONTENT CATEGORIES, 1901-1920
(percentages are proportions of total stories in
each time period)

Story Theme 1901-1912  1913-1920 1901-1920
Appeal Promo-

tions 12.3% 15.4% 13.2%
Attacks on the Ap-

peal 34 1.0 T
Fiction, Poetry,

Ete. 23 6.1 34
Total Stories 2,003 832 2,835

wa:g. Buhle, “Appeal to Reason,” pp. 58-39; Appeal, November 15,
90. Ibid., July 6, 1912; ]nlgfI 12, 19]3
91. For j-usl a few exnm see une 7, August 16, 1902;
June 4, 1904; Decem Qmoanhr 9, 1907; Octoberﬁ 1917.
See, llsc, !mﬂ G 'The Salesrnen Solﬂiers  the Appmf
Army’ le of Rank-and-File §
and lhs Cities, ed. by Bruce M. Stave (Port Wﬁ‘zingtl.m‘ NY.,
Kennikat Press, 1975).

army came through. A plea for more subscrip-
tions would be followed a few weeks later by a
success story and a paean to all the loyal
comrades who did their part.

The Appeal also promoted itself through
special editions, which would sometimes run
into millions of copies. Many of these would
be distributed free, and the Appeal’s main
trouble with the post office was almost always
over sending free copies second class.” There
was a special trust edition, a Populist edition, a
woman’s edition, a coal miners’ edition, a
Catholic edition, a militarism edition, an am-
nesty edition, and so on—all promoted for
weeks in advance. The biggest special edition
of all was probably the “Kidnapping Edition™
in the fight to save Haywood, Moyer, and Pet-
tibone. Some three million copies were dis-
tributed.® The paper also injected itself into its
news columns by fighting lawsuits for disabled
workmen or bailing Socialists out of jail, and
then modestly taking all the credit. For exam-
ple: “Appeal Wins Frank Lane Case—$25,000
Damages,” or “Appeal Opens Penitentiary
Doors and Frees Quinlan.” * And, of course,
the Appeal allowed the government to thrust it
into the news columns whenever possible.
When Warren was indicted over the “kidnap-
ping” gimmick and later when he and Wayland
and Debs were indicted for sending “obscene”
material through the mails, the paper literally
played the stories for years. Warren’s convic-
tion at Fort Scott was billed as “the Bull Run of
the Social Revolution in the United States.” *

Wayland and the other editors justified their
scramble for circulation by the argument that
what’s good for the Appeal is good for Social-
ism. “There is no getting around it, comrades,”
the paper declared in 1905, “as the Appeal’s
list grows the Socialist vote grows.” * Warren
met the periodic criticism he received head-on:
“Maybe some of you comrades get tired of my
everlasting prodding after circula-
tion. . . . I honestly believe if we could
put a socialist paper every week into the hands
of every voter in the United States

we could capture the government.” ”

92, Ihid., April 14, 1906; February 2, 1907; January 23, 1915.

93. Brewer, Fighting Editor, p. 62. This book covers the Moyer,
Haywood, Pettibone case in detail.

94. Appeal, August 12, 1911; August 2, 1913.

95. Ibid., May 15, 1909.

96. Ibid., January 21, 1905,

97. Ihid., September 14, 1907.
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HE THIRD major question I have posed

is, how did the content of the Appeal relate
to the changing fortunes of American socialism
during this period? Specifically, 1 am inter-
ested in the general hypothesis that as a move-
ment begins to decline, the press will become
increasingly introverted and concerned with
internal party and movement matters.

On the surface, the fate of the Appeal seems
to parallel that of the Socialist party. The Ap-
peal already had a circulation of over 100,000
when the party was founded in 1901. But then
the circulation of the paper rose steadily along
with the party’s increasing strength at the
polls. The party reached its high point in elec-
toral strength in 1912; the Appeal peaked in
circulation in 1913 at about 760,000. Support
for the party did not evaporate after 1912, as

Daniel Bell and others have argued. James
Weinstein clearly shows that the party main-
tained much of its support through World War
1. Similarly, the Appeal maintained a circula-
tion of half a million throughout its latter
years.” But the outlook for both the party and
the paper after 1912 was not quite so brightly
optimistic. And the early 1920’s spelled the
end, or virtual end, of both.

Was this life cycle reflected in the content of
the Appeal? In a discussion of the radical press
in general, over the long period 1880-1960,
Joseph Conlin suggests that papers before the
critical year of 1919 were more news-oriented,
more interested in the larger society, more ex-
troverted than papers after 1919. After 1919, as

98. Weinstein, Decline of Socialism, pp. ix-x.
99. Buhle, “Appeal to Reason,” p. 57.
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radicalism was on the wane, the papers tended
to become more concerned with party matters,
more sectarian, more introverted." Was this
the case for the greatest of radical newspapers,
even over its own life cycle?

To test this idea, I set up two indexes, based
on content categories, to indicate “Introver-
sion” and “Extroversion.” The introversion
index includes categories involving Appeal
and party related news and sectarianism: (1)
attacks on the Appeal, (2) Appeal promotion,
(3) anti-organized labor, (4) Socialist activities,
and (5) Socialist and economic theory. The
extroversion index involves news and com-
ment on the larger society: (1) business, (2)
government, (3) social problems, (4) life-styles
of the rich, (5) public utilities, (6) popular
democracy, (7) agriculture and farm problems,
(8) pro-organized labor. A comparison of the
change in these two indexes over the two
periods is reported in Table IV. The introver-
sion index rose from 34.7 percent to 41.5 per-
cent of the total content from the early period
to the later period. Meanwhile, the extrover-
sion index fell from 46.4 percent to 38.0 per-
cent between the two periods. This change in
proportion is statistically significant at the .01
level, and the hypothesis is supported.

TABLE IV
INDEXES OF INTROVERSION/EXTROVERSION,
1901-1920
(percentages are proportions of total stories in
each time period)

Index 1901-1912 1913-1920
Introversion 34.7% 41.5%
Extroversion 46.4 38.0
Total Stories 2,003 832

The final conclusion to be drawn from these
figures, however, is less than clear. The
changes in proportion shown are statistically
significant. Probably the Appeal did become
more introverted after 1912, The most impor-
tant contributing factors were probably the
sharp decline in the proportion of stories on
business and the increases in stories on social-
ist and economic theory and Socialist activi-
ties, especially attacks on Socialists and radi-
cals. (See Table 1.) Yet in practical terms the
changes in the introversion and extroversion
indexes are not overwhelming. Due to the large
sample size, a significant difference is easy to
detect, even if it is relatively small. Perhaps

100. Conlin, “Introduction,” pp. 8-11.

more interesting than this small change from
extroversion to introversion is the fact that
these indexes and the other content categories
did not change any more than they did.
Though the content changed in measurable
ways, as I have noted throughout this essay, it
might be argued that the world changed even
more and that the Appeal of 1920 was really
remarkably similar to the Appeal of 1901.

N SUMMARY, the Appeal to Reason seems

to have built a bridge for its readers be-
tween muckraking and socialism. Using all the
techniques, and more, of the muckrakers and
the yellow journals, the Appeal exposed the
bowels of the capitalist system. Yet, despite its
bluster and bombast and its self-serving ex-
ploitation of the evils of capitalism, the Appeal
always came through with a genuine socialist
moral. Wayland and Warren reserved some of
their harshest criticism for papers such as
Hearst’s Journal and American, which stirred
up discontent without defining remedies and
solutions.” The Appeal was not a muckraking
journal, not a Populist sheet, not a reform
organ; it was a socialist propaganda newspa-
per, first and last. But it was a paper which
served up its socialism on a plain, earthenware
platter, seasoned to American tastes. And many
thousands thought it tasted just fine.

The Appeal also captured, perhaps better
than any other paper, the simple faith of this
first flower of American socialism. The melan-
choly Wayland, several times near suicide be-
fore finally giving in, often took strength from
the nearness of socialism. “When I turn from
the ferment of fraud and crime,” he wrote in
1906, “and look at this picture of progress,
made from almost nothing to a national move-
ment inside of sixteen years—then I know we
are sure of success, that the future belongs to
Socialism, and 1 see its first faint streaks of
light on the eastern horizon.” '* Warren was so
confident that in 1912 he sold “life subscrip-
tions”—not for the life of the subscriber, but
for the life of capitalism." By 1920—or per-
haps a year or two later—this kind of un-
bounded confidence was gone. It was a
changed world, and the radical movement was
changed. And a newspaper like the Appeal to
Reason could not cross that great divide.

101. Appeal, January 3, 1903.
102. Ibid., December 8, 1906.
103. Ibid., December 21, 1912,
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APPENDIX

The cont rti ported in this essay are based
ona smtlﬂ.ed rnndom lamph of 60 issues of the Appeal to
Reason, 1901-1920. Each year was divided into thirds, and
one issue was ch at random for analysis from each of
these four-month periods. Three issues per year seemed
sufficient in view of past studies of weeklies and in view of
the large number and variety of stories in each issue. The
unit of analysis was the story. Some stories, of course, were
longer than others, but length seemed to be fairly randomly

itary, and governmental involvement in war and war prep-
arations.

s Probl Toinkinidas ik

about poverty, crime
and prisons, sickness, child labor, prostitution, peonage,
aleohol, unhealthy working conditions, ete.

Life-styles of the Rich.—Stories about how rich people
live in America.

Socialist and E ic Theory.—Includes all stori
w:llmul news linkages which explain economics or social
or 1, 11 d tali.

distributed when many stories were considered. Epigrams
(defined as stories of 10 ]lnes or less) were not included in
the study. Straight ad pictures, and cartoons

were also excluded. In general, the earlier years had more

" Socialist Activities.—Includes stories about Socialist
party activities, activities of party leaders, Sociu]isi elec-
tions and campaigns, and b 1 attacks

on Socialists or radicals.

or gover

stories per issue than the later years. It was for this
that proportions of content, rather than story counts, are
reported. Altogether there were 2,835 stories in the sample.

The stories were coded on the basis of story theme. The
categories were derived from pilot studies of the paper
itself. The aim of the category construction was to deter-
mine empirically a set of thematic categories which would
actually describe the content of the paper. This turned out
to be possible, with fairly high reliability, because the
Appeal tended to stick with certain consistent story
themes. Stories and items which did not fit any of the
categories were coded “other.” The “other” category in-
cluded about four percent of the stories, with little varia-
tion over time. These, of course, were included for the
computation of the p tion Listed below

P P

are all theme utegaries along with definitions:

Agriculture or Farm Problems—Stories about farming
or farmers or the farmer movements.

Public Utilities.—Includes stories about municipal
ownership and other forms of state capitalism.

Popular Democracy.—Stories about the initiative, refer-
endum, and recall, and woman's suffrage. ¥

Organized Labor.—Stories about labor unions and labor
leaders.

Religion.—Stories about religion and about the churches
and church leaders.

Foreign News—Stories about foreign governments,
foreign labor and radical organizations, foreign business.
All foreign items coded here.

Appeal Promotions.—Stories where the paper itself is
the main theme, including circulation promotions, finan-
cial reports. Appeal lecture tour stories, histories of the
paper, Appeal army columns, etc.

Attacks on Appeal—News stories about the Appeal

Bumn—[nciudes stories about American busi
and busi busi leaders, finance, panics,
war pmﬂmering, and related stories.

Govemment.—Includes stories about all levels of Amer-
ican government and government officials, governmental
graft, non-Socialist elections and political parties, the mil-

being attacked by government or other.

Fiction, Poems, Parables, Etc.—All fictional items, in-
cluding poems, stories, fables, jokes, etc.

All statistical inferences reported in the text are based
upon Pearson chi-square analysis of contingency tables,
similar to Table IV.




