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Executive Summary

This report provides an overview of the makeup of the LSAT since it was first administered in February
of 1948 through to the present. Various item types have been included, disregarded, changed, added, and
reevaluated during this time period. Half-day tests have made way for full-day tests, only to return to the
current half-day test administration. Throughout this evolutionary process, the goal of the LSAT has been a
consistent one. It is to assure that the LSAT assesses, as completely and thoroughly as possible, those skills
needed for success in law school.

A time line is included as a part of this report that shows the year by year development of the LSAT from
its inception to the present. A detailed description of every item type administered as a part of an LSAT
form, whether operationally or as part of a pretest section, is also included. The intended purpose of each
item type is also explained, and the timing and length of a section containing the item type is given. Any
available statistical information about each item type is presented and described, along with the reasons for
adopting, rejecting, or discontinuing the item type. Examples of each item type as they appeared at the time
of their administration are included in an appendix to the report.

Some item types have made consistent appearances on the LSAT; others have been removed because of
poor validity; some were too difficult to score; others were pretested but never adopted for operational use.
The Reading Comprehension item type has appeared on more LSAT forms than any other item type. A
Reading Comprehension section was included on the first LSAT in 1948 and, with only a ten year absence
along the way, still appears on the LSAT today.

This comprehensive report of item types represents one aspect of the ongoing evaluation of the construct
validity of the LSAT. The compilation of information on the item types that have been evaluated in the past
can provide direction for future efforts toward the development of new measures.
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