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Smoke Screen:

How Bush Insiders Distorted — and Still Influence -
America’s Debate Over Climate Change

Background:

As the United Nation’s Climate Change Conference convenes this week in Copenhagen,
discussion and debate are likely to focus on proposals to protect the environment. Yet turning
proposals into concrete actions or laws will be very difficult without a public consensus on the
threat posed by climate change.

Here in the United States, this public consensus is sorely lacking. In fact, the percentage of
Americans who agree that global temperatures “are rising as a result of human activity, such as
burning fossil fuels” has dropped from 47 percent to only 36 percent.! This decline may have
been influenced by what the public was reading and hearing from the individuals who managed
climate change policy in the Bush administration.

Documents newly obtained by CREW demonstrate that Bush administration staffers deliberately
distorted critical scientific reporting on global warming. Some of these staffers held important
positions on key bodies such as the White House’s Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ).
According to the official White House website, CEQ’s chairperson is identified as the president’s
“principal” advisor on environmental policy.?

Given that the individuals responsible for implementing Bush-era climate policy have largely left
their positions in government, CREW undertook a study to learn what impact these former
officials might have on the current climate-change debate. CREW found that since leaving the
Bush administration, many of these former staffers and political appointees have found jobs
working for, or lobbying on behalf of the oil, gas or mining industries. CREW identified at least
22 former Bush-era officials who have gone on to lobbying or government relations, 14 of whom
are registered lobbyists. Through lobbying and industry-manufactured “grassroots” activities,
these individuals continue to influence and confuse the debate over global warming and hamper
the efforts of the current administration to help establish a public consensus on this issue.

Methodology:

In 2006, CREW issued a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to CEQ seeking
documents related to the causes of global warming and possible evidence of alleged interference
by administration officials in scientific reporting on climate change. CREW issued the FOIA
after allegations surfaced outlining interference and distortion of climate change reports by CEQ
staff members.® At the time of the allegations, executive level staff positions of CEQ, the Office
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of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP), and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
were filled with corporate interest allies, including former lobbyists and political operatives,
many with no science background.*

Initially, CEQ responded to CREW’s FOIA with a minimal number of documents that were
largely redacted. In March 2009, under the Obama administration, CEQ re-evaluated CREW’s
original request and released to CREW 585 pages of documents previously withheld. Then in
August 2009, and September 2009, the administration released an additional 1,090 pages in full
un-redacted form.

CREW compiled a list of CEQ, OSTP and EPA officials appointed under President Bush, using
United States Government Manuals from 2001-2009. CREW then cross referenced that list with
the Senate Office of Public Record’s lobbying disclosures database. Google and Lexis-Nexis
also were utilized to further round out biographical information. While aiming to be exhaustive,
because information is not always readily available, CREW may not have identified every
official, uncovered every position held by former officials, or found complete biographical
information.

Key findings:

. 22 former officials with CEQ, OSTP, and EPA have gone onto lobbying or
government relations

o 14 of these former officials have been registered lobbyists

. 7 of these former officials work for companies or trade associations involved in
the energy production industry

. 3 of these former officials founded their own lobbying or government

relations firms

The Revolving Door

The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)

James L. Connaughton — James L. Connaughton served as President Bush’s chief
environmental advisor as chair of the CEQ from 2001 to 2009.> He was an advocate of “new
environmentalism,” which replaced federal regulations with voluntary and incentive based
initiatives to encourage companies to curb pollution.® Prior to joining the administration he was
partner and environmental counsel at the law firm of Sidley Austin Brown and Wood where he
fought to reduce environmental regulations for clients such as the Chemical Manufacturers
Association of America.’

After the administration ended in 2009, Mr. Connaughton joined Constellation Energy as
executive vice president for corporate affairs and environmental policy.® In the newly created
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position, Mr. Connaughton oversees all environmental and energy policy and government affairs
matters.® Mr. Connaughton is not currently registered to lobby.

Philip Cooney — Philip Cooney was chief of staff for CEQ from 2001 until his abrupt departure
in 2005."° Mr. Cooney resigned his position after reports surfaced that he edited several climate
change reports to water-down and cast doubts on the links between human activity and climate
change.'* Mr. Cooney, who has no science background, inserted numerous handwritten edits on
climate change reports, changing the meaning of key phrases and whole paragraphs in
government produced scientific research and reports, altering their conclusions.”> Mr. Cooney’s
tampering prompted the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee to investigate.™
The committee found the “Bush Administration [had] engaged in a systematic effort to
manipulate climate change science and mislead policymakers and the public about the dangers of
global warming.”** The allegations prompted CREW’s original FOIA request in 2006."> Prior
to joining the administration Mr. Cooney was a lobbyist and “climate team leader” for the
American Petroleum Institute, which lobbies on the behalf of the oil industry.*

After leaving the administration in 2005, Mr. Cooney joined Exxon-Mobil in an unknown
capacity. 1 Mr. Cooney is not currently registered to lobby.

Khar)g Cauthen — Khary Cauthen was chief of staff for CEQ from approximately 2005 to
2006."

After leaving the administration in 2006, Mr. Cauthen became a registered lobbyist for the
American Petroleum Institute,™ a trade association representing companies in the oil and natural
gas industries.?

Martin Hall — Martin Hall was chief of staff for CEQ from 2006 through the end of the Bush
administration in 2009.% Prior to joining the administration, Mr. Hall worked as an aide to
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Senator Jim Inhofe (R-OK) on the Senate Environmental and Public Works Committee.? Prior
to that, Mr. Hall was a registered lobbyist for Gulfstream Aircraft Corporation.*

After leaving the administration in 2009, Mr. Hall joined FirstEnergy, an electric utility company
based in Ohio,” as vice president of energy policy, where he oversees and directs the company’s
Environmental Department.?® Mr. Hall is not currently registered to lobby.

William Holbrook — William F. Holbrook served as director of communications for the CEQ
from May 2003 to May 2005.%’

After leaving the administration in 2005, Mr. Holbrook became communications director for the
Senate Environmental and Public Works Committee, then chaired by Senator James M. Inhofe
(R-OK).? Later, Mr. Holbrook became the director of communications for the National
Petrochemical and Refinery Association (NPRA), a trade group advocating the importance of
petroleum based fuels and lubricants.? It maintains a membership encompassing nearly every
large U.S. refinery and a political action committee (NPRA PAC) that has distributed at least
$40,000 to various political campaigns so far in the 2010 election cycle.** Mr. Holbrook is not
currently registered to lobby.

Elizabeth Stolpe — Elizabeth Stolpe was the associate director for toxics and environmental
protection at CEQ from 2001 to 2006.% Prior to joining the Bush administration, Ms. Stolpe
was an in-house lobbyist for oil conglomerate, Koch Industries.®

After leaving the administration in 2006, Ms. Stolpe joined Shell Qil, where she is a registered
lobbyist for the company.*

Christopher Scheve — Christopher Scheve was the associate director for congressional affairs at
CEQ from 2008 to 2009.%

After leaving the administration in 2009, Mr. Scheve joined the lobbying firm of Kelly,
Anderson and Associates as a senior advisor for environmental services.®* He is also founder
and managing partner of AquaTerra Strategies.>” According to its website, AquaTerra Strategies
is a “boutique government and public affairs firm,” listing lobbying as one of the firm’s
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specialties.®® Nevertheless, Mr. Scheve is not currently registered to lobby, nor is AquaTerra a
registered lobbying firm.

Dana Perino — Dana Perino was the associate director of communications for CEQ from 2001%

to 2005“° when she joined the White House press department; in 2007, she became press
secretary.*!

After the administration ended in 2009, Ms. Perino joined Burson-Marsteller, a public relations
and communications firm,** as a chief issues counselor and advises clients in the health care,
energy and defense industries.** Ms. Perino is not currently registered to lobby.

The Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP)

Stanley Sokul — Stanley Sokul was the executive director for the president’s committee of
advisors on science and technology at OSTP from 2002 to 2009.*

After the administration ended in 2009, Mr. Sokul joined Exxon-Mobil as a corporate issues
advisor.*® Mr. Sokul is not currently registered to lobby.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

Christine Todd Whitman — Christine Todd Whitman was the administrator of the EPA from
2001 through 2003.%

After leaving the administration in 2003, Ms. Todd Whitman founded the Whitman Strategy
Group, which offers environmental expertise and guidance at both the state and federal levels.*’
The Whitman Group has represented companies such as FMC Corporation,*® a chemicals and
pesticides manufacturer;*® Chevron Environmental Management Company, a subsidiary of the
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oil company;>* and Locus Technologies,”® a computer technology company,>® which offers
environmental software solutions.> Ms. Todd Whitman ceased lobbying for the firm in 2005.>

Michael O. Leavitt — Michael O. Leavitt was the administrator of the EPA from 2003 until 2005,
when he became Secretary of Health and Human Services through the end of the Bush
administration.*®

After the administration ended in 2009, Mr. Leavitt founded Leavitt Partners, which provides
“strategic input and counsel to a broad range of companies and government entities.™’ Mr.
Leavitt is not currently registered to lobby, and Leavitt Partners is not a currently registered
lobbying firm, but the firm does list “environmental health” as one of its practice areas.”®

Jessica L. Furey — Jessica L. Furey was the associate administrator for policy, economics and
innovation with the EPA from 2001 to 2005.

After leaving the administration in 2005, Ms. Furey joined the Whitman Strategy Group, *’a
lobbying firm founded by former EPA Administrator Christine Todd Whitman, which offers
environmental expertise and guidance at both the state and federal levels.** Ms. Furey is
currently a registered lobbyist for Whitman Strategies®® and has lobbied on the behalf of FMC
Corporation,® a chemicals and pesticides manufacturer;®* Chevron Environmental Management
Company,® a subsidiary of the oil company;® and Locus Technologies,®’” a computer technology
company,® which offers environmental software solutions.®®
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Susan Spencer Mulvaney — Susan Spencer Mulvaney started at the EPA in 2001, and was
deputy chief staff to administers Christine Todd Whitman, and Michael Leavitt and as chief of
staff to deputy administer Steven Johnson until 2004.”

After leaving the administration in 2004, Ms. Mulvaney joined the Whitman Strategies Group,”*
a lobbying firm founded by former EPA Administrator Christine Todd Whitman, which offers
environmental expertise and guidance at both the state and federal levels.”” Ms. Mulvaney is a
registered lobbyist for Whitman Strategies’ and has lobbied on the behalf of FMC
Corporation,”* a chemicals and pesticides manufacturer;”> Chevron Environmental Management
Company,® a subsidiary of the oil company;’’ and Locus Technologies,”® a computer technology
company,” which offers environmental software solutions.®

Jeffrey Holmstead — Jeffrey Holmstead was the assistant administrator for air and radiation at
EPA from 2001 through 2005.%

After leaving the administration in 2005, Mr. Holmstead joined the law firm of Bracewell and
Giuliani, where he heads the Environmental Strategies Group.®* Mr. Holmstead is a registered
lobbyist for Bracewell and Guiliani,® and has lobbied for Ameren Corporation,® an electrical
utility company:® Arch Coal,® a coal producer;®” and Duke Energy,® an electrical utility
company.®

;i http://www.whitmanstrategygroup.com/ourteamssm2.html.
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Lisa Jaeger — Lisa Jaeger joined the EPA in 2001,%° and served as general counsel for the agency
from September 2003 through March 2004.%*

After leaving the administration in 2004, Ms. Jaeger joined the law firm of Bracewell and
Giuliani where she advises industrial sector clients on clean air, climate change and energy
issues.”> Ms. Jaeger is a registered lobbyist for Bracewell and Giuliani® and has lobbied for oil
producers Valero*and Tesoro Corporation.®®

Stephanie N. Daigle — Stephanie N. Daigle served at the EPA as associate administrator for
policy, economics and innovation from 2005 until 2007.% Prior to that, from 2001 to 2005, she
worked in the EPA’s office of policy, economics and innovation.”’

After leaving the administration in 2007, Ms. Daigle joined C & M Capitolink, a subsidiary of
Crowell and Moring’s Public Policy Practice Group.”® Ms. Daigle is a registered lobbyist for C
& M Capitolink and has lobbied on behalf of UtahAmerican Energy, Inc,” a mining company;°

Dow Chemical Company;*™ and Alliance Resource Partners,**? a coal company.*®

0

Ann R. Klee — Ann R. Klee was general counsel for the EPA from 2004 through 2005.%

After leaving the administration in 2005, Ms. Klee became a partner at Crowell and Moring,
LLP, working in the natural resources and environmental group.'®® Ms. Klee is a registered
lobbyist for Crowell and Moring,*® and has lobbied on behalf of American Chemistry
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a trade group that represents the chemical manufacturing industry;'°® Peabody

the world’s largest private-sector coal company;**® and Dow Chemical Company.***

Counci
Energy,

Christopher P. Bliley — Christopher P. Bliley was an associate administrator for congressional
and intergovernmental affairs at the EPA from 2008 to 2009."

After the administration ended in 2009, Mr. Bliley joined the Nussle Group, a lobbying firm,**®
where he is a registered lobbyist.*** He has lobbied on the behalf of Growth Energy,*™ a pro-
ethanol industry trade group.**®

Robert Meyers — Robert Meyers was an assistant administrator for air and radiation at the EPA
from 2007 to 2008.**" During his tenure, he helped adopt an ozone standard thought to be weaker
than what was recommended by the agency’s independent panel of scientific advisors.**® Prior
to that, in 1997, while serving as air pollution council for the House Energy and Commerce
Committee, he spearheaded a debate aimed at weakening the EPA’s ozone standards. **°

After leaving the administration in 2008, Mr. Meyers joined Crowell and Moring, LLP, where he
is a senior counsel specializing in Clean Air Act and climate change.’® Mr. Meyers is currently a
registered lobbyist for Crowell and Moring and has lobbied on the behalf of Gerdau Ameristeel
Corporation,*?! the nation’s fourth largest steel producer.'?

Edward D. Krenik — Edward D. Krenik was the associate administrator for congressional and
intergovernmental affairs at the EPA from 2001 to 2003.'%*
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After leaving the administration in 2003, Mr. Krenik joined Bracewell and Giuliani,*** and in
2008 became a registered lobbyist.*® He has lobbied on the behalf of oil producers Valero®
Tesoro Corporation.*?’

and

RobertZBE. Fabricant — Robert E. Fabricant was general counsel for the EPA from 2001 to
2004."

After leaving the administration in 2004, Mr. Fabricant joined Wilkie Farr and Gallagher’s
environmental practice.*” Mr. Fabricant was a registered lobbyist for Wilkie Farr and Gallagher
and lobbied on the behalf of paint manufacturer Sherwin-Williams.** He later joined the law
firm of Akerman Senterfitt*** where he is currently registered to lobby and has lobbied on behalf
of earth911.com,™*? a website that provides consumers recycling information.**®

Roger R. Martella, Jr. — Roger R. Martella, Jr. was general counsel for the EPA from 2007*** to
September 2008. **

After leaving the administration in 2008, Mr. Martella joined the environmental practice group at
Sidley Austin LLP, as a partner.*® Mr. Martella is currently a registered lobbyist**” and has
lobbied on the behalf of the National Alliance of Forest Owners,™® a business alliance focused
on the needs of private forest owners and managers,**® and the Alliance of Food Associations,**°
a “business alliance dedicated to protecting the food sector and its consumers.”***
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