The Ochlockonee River originates in Worth County, Georgia and flows 190 miles
south and southwest through the Florida Panhandle, where it then empties into the
Gulf of Mexico at Ochlockonee Bay.
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The Ochlockonee River
corridor is home to a
wide variety of birds,
mammals, reptiles

and fish.

Tributary Network
One of the most surprising J o
characteristics of a river system is ‘ SALE CITY
the intricate tributary network that )
. makes up the collecting system. This '
A Rlver SYStem ; detail dopes not show thge zntire The Watershed
A river system is a network of connecting network, only a tiny portion of it. A ridge of high ground borders every river system.
channels. Water from rain, snow, groundwa-  Eyen the smallest tributary has its This ridge encloses what is called a watershed. SCHLEY
ter and other sources collects into the chan- o\ system of smaller and smaller Beyond the ridge, all water flows into another river
nels and flows to the ocean. A river system b itaries until the total number system. Just as water in a bowl flows downward to FUNSTON
has Fhree parts: a CO”@“”% system, atrans-  pacomes astronomical. Most of a common destination, all rivers, creeks, streams,
porting system and a dispersing system. the earth’s surface is some type ponds, lakes, wetlands and other types of water MOULTRIE
of drainage system. bodies in a watershed drain into the river system.
A watershed creates a natural community where
every living thing has something in common —
the source and final disposition of their water.

Insect-eating pitcher plants SIGSBEE

grow in bogs along the
Ochlockonee.
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Primary Watersheds Secondary Watersheds OCHLOKKNEE
Georgia has 14 primary watersheds: A|tamaha, The state’s 14 primary watersheds are divided

Chattahoochee, Coosa, Flint, Ochlockonee, into 52 secondary watersheds, shqun he.re.

Ocmulgee, Oconee, Ogeechee, Satilla, Those 52 watersheds are further divided into

395 even smaller watersheds and those

into 1,960 watersheds. Theoretically, you

can continue dividing watersheds until

each one is the size of the “Tributary DiLloN - Mountains
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Nature’s Organization
FACEVILLE Mother Nature gave Georgia two natural organizing principles that determine
BEACHTON the courses and characteristics of its rivers. One is its watersheds. The other

CALVAR is the state’s 3 distinct regions: the Mountains, the Piedmont and the Coastal

Plain. Rivers that originate in the Mountains or Piedmont are “alluvial” rivers
AMSTERDA! ’ that carry heavy loads of silt. Rivers that begin in the Coastal Plain are dark,

clear streams, often referred to as “blackwater” rivers. Sometimes alluvial rivers
merge with Coastal Plain rivers. Originating below the Fall Line, the Ochlockonee
is a Coastal Plain blackwater river.

The Ochlockonee River System

CONCORD N The Ochlockonee River originates in Worth County, Georgia at an
| elevation of 420 feet. It flows 190 miles south and southwest past

Thomasville, Georgia and Tallahassee, Florida into Lake Talquin.
From Lake Talquin, it flows in a westerly semicircle to enter the

; Gulf of Mexico at an easterly direction through Ochlockonee Bay.

EEGNG . The watershed totals 2,677 square miles. Principal tributaries of

' the Ochlockonee are the Little Ochlockonee River, Tired Creek,

Little River, Telogia Creek and Crooked River.
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Over 300 species of birds, reptiles, amphibians
and mammals, including black bears, inhabit

the watershed.
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Horse trails wind through the Ochlockonee watershed.

: i o As Georgia pioneers moved west, many Creek Indians
ST Condall Pl st e : .7 fled §0u|th into Fl?jrlﬁa where they beﬁanlw.e k(?own. as
Alligators live along the Ochlockonee. characterized by clear, clean s e — 4 4 3 Semlno es, a word that means one who lived out in
T e atar e o tan i W = S\ - the wilds away from main settlements.
color comes from tannic acid in : s
decaying riverbank vegetation.
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Paddlers and bird watchers 2,
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? )
along the river. z_&

(&
e
2
MEDART

Hikers along the Ochlockonee River have the
AN opportunity to observe many species of birds,
mammals and reptiles as well as a variety
SOPCHOPPY of plantsl

In the 1920s, Georgia was a world

leader in the production of resin that

was extracted from pine trees growing

‘\ along the Ochlockonee and other
@ P«

g PANACEA South Georgia river corridors.

Spanish conquistador Hernando de Soto
fought fierce battles with the Apalachee
Indians in the Ochlockonee River
watershed. In the winter of 1539-1540,
he camped near present-day
Tallahassee, Florida.
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The 14 posters in the Georgia Rivers Poster Project were made possible by a public/private partnership between the Pollution Prevention Assistance Division, Georgia Department of Natural Resources and . The rivers in the series are the Altamaha, Chattahoochee, Coosa, Flint, Ochlockonee, Ocmulgee, Oconee, Ogeechee, Satilla, Savannah, St. Marys, Suwannee,
Tallapoosa and Tennessee. Ordering information for all posters may be found at www.cipublishing.com/posters or 404.525.2285.




