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What will have the mystery and 
suspense of “Casablanca”? The light-
hearted joy of “It’s a Wonderful Life”?
Our 21st Hope In Sight Gala! 

The 1940s will be in full “swing” on
October 14th at the stunning Skirball
Cultural Center. Join us for an excit-
ing evening of dinner, awards, and
entertainment (including an amazing
silent auction) as we celebrate the
fabulous ’40s and raise $500,000 to
support the services of The Center for
the Partially Sighted. 

Do you dream of a spectacular
Winter Rail Adventure in Canada?
Maybe a luxurious two-night stay 
at the famed Four Seasons Hotel in
New York City is more to your liking.
Both of these sensational trips and
many other tantalizing goods and
services can be yours when you bid 
at the silent auction. 

The evening continues with our
presentation of the 2007 Vision Award.
This prestigious award recognizes
exceptional individuals who have
dedicated themselves to community
service, achieved excellence in their
field, and demonstrated outstanding
creativity. The Center is thrilled 
to announce this year’s honorees: 
Television legend, Betty White, and
master artist, Sam Smith.

Nicknamed “America’s Sweetheart,”
Betty White has been entertaining
and delighting her fans for over 50

exhibited at venues across Southern
California and we are fortunate to
have some of his work on display at
the Center. The legendary Peter Max
has said about Sam, “Sam Smith may
be partially sighted, but his sense of
design and his sense of humor make
him one of the most interesting and
creative artists on the scene today.” 

But the evening doesn’t end with
the Vision Awards; we have a night 
of incredible entertainment coming

years. Winner of 6 Emmys and
numerous other industry awards, her
television hits include (among others):
“The Carol Burnett Show,” “The Mary
Tyler Moore Show,” and “The Golden
Girls”. More recently Betty has made
recurring appearances on “Boston
Legal” and “The Bold and the Beauti-
ful”. Betty is also a tireless champion
of animal welfare and is President
Emeritus of Morris Animal Founda-
tion. And, much to our delight, 
Betty recently donated her time to
The Center for the Partially Sighted
and graciously hosted a promotional
DVD for our supporters. 

Sam Smith is a master artist whose
work is collected by Henry Winkler,
Michele Lee, Steve Edwards, Susan
Dey, Andrew Solt, Roy Christopher,
Larry Nicola, David Pina, Randy 
Edelman, Michael Hertzberg, The Very
Special Arts Gallery, and many, many
more. Sam’s unique art has been
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your way. We don’t want to ruin any
surprises, so we’ll just tell you that
previous entertainers for the Hope In
Sight Gala have included Barry Manilow,
Ben Vereen, Burt Bacharach, Al Jarreau,
and Bernadette Peters. With such an
impressive roster, we can promise you
won’t be disappointed at this year’s Gala.

There are so many reasons to join
us for the Hope In Sight Gala – we are
honoring two unique and deserving
individuals, the dinner and entertain-
ment will be exceptional, but most of
all, your presence will have a direct
impact on the lives of thousands of
partially sighted children, adults and
their families. Most of us take our
sight for granted, but the numbers 
are staggering: did you know that 

approximately 1 in 20 Americans have
impaired sight? Imagine a child with
vision so dim that he can’t play catch
or see his mother’s face. Or a teenager
whose future dreams slip away
because she can’t read a textbook 
or see a computer screen. Imagine
reaching retirement only to find that
you are unable to see well enough to
take care of yourself. Imagine the fear
of losing your independence. 

Where would you turn?
The answer is The Center for the

Partially Sighted. The Center offers
not only hope, but help. We provide
services ranging from low vision 
technology aids tailored for individ-
ual needs, to providing living skills
specialists who work with children 

in their classrooms and adults in their
homes to solve real-world issues, and
so much more. 

It’s because of you that we are able
to help so many. So mark your calen-
dar for October 14th, “swing” down to
the Skirball, and join us for a night of
fun and entertainment. The fabulous
’40s await you!                —Kaadi Taylor

Hope in Sight Gala (continued)

Eighty Years Young, Sam Celebrates Life
In his 80 years on this planet, Sam
Genensky has had a significant
impact. His education included a
school for the blind, a Sight Saving
program, a Masters degree from Har-
vard and culminated in a Ph.D. from
Brown University in Applied Mathe-
matics. Dr. Genensky had less vision
than most people who are legally
blind. With 20/1000 best corrected
vision in one eye and no vision in the
other, he learned a great deal about
living with impaired sight. He went on
to work as a mathematician for the
Rand Corporation, became a husband
and a father, helped to develop the
first video magnifier for people with
impaired sight and founded a non-
profit agency to help those people
who, like him, were visually impaired,
even legally blind, but who had some
remaining sight. Although you may
not know it, you most likely are
impacted by his efforts. The geomet-
ric signs identifying public restrooms
– triangle for men and oval for women

– became required standards because
of Sam’s efforts. 

“I know how hard it is to be a child
with impaired sight. When I lived it,
there were no options except to func-
tion as if I were totally blind. I under-
stand the difficulties people losing
vision to diabetes or to macular
degeneration face. The Center for the
Partially Sighted is my legacy. Getting
people the services they need to live,
work and play despite their low vision
not only helps them, but our society is
richer because they are participating
members,” said Sam.

Sam turned 80 this summer. He still
comes to the offices of the Center he
founded several times a week, and is
involved with the Center’s Board of
Directors and serves on the Disabili-
ties Commission for the City of Santa
Monica. He has received many
awards, including inauguration into
the California Governors Hall of Fame
for People with Disabilities, Doctor of
Human Letters from the Illinois Col-

lege of Optometry, the Migel Award
from the American Foundation for
the Blind, and the Carl Koch award
from the American Association of
Optometry. The CCTV (closed circuit
television) he helped to pioneer
remains one of the most commonly
used devices allowing people with
impaired sight to read, write and view
photographs. Not bad for his first 80
years. Happy Birthday, Dr. Genensky. 

The Details:
5:00 pm VIP Reception, Silent Auction Preview
6:00 pm Cocktail Reception & Silent Auction
7:00 pm Dinner, Awards, Entertainment
Tickets: $300 
VIP Tickets: $400 (includes VIP reception)
RSVP (310) 458-3501 ext. 167
(Dress is elegant attire, but feel free to dress 
up to “swing” if you’d like!) 

Dr. Sam Genensky.



The Center for the Partially Sighted 
2006–2007 Year End Report

Operating ExpensesIncome Sources

Administration 9%

Development 7%

Optometric 47%

Psychosocial 17% Rehabilitation 12%

Public Education 8%

Special Events 5%

Bequests 2%

Individuals 6% Foundations 43%

Earned Income 16%

Government 28%

Who We Serve
Income

Below 
Poverty
Level

Above 
Poverty
Level

At 
Poverty
Level

No 
answer

40%

35%

30%

25%

15%

5%

10%

20%

0%

26%

29%

17%

28%

Age

0 to 
5 years

6 to 
20 years

21 to 
60 years

61 years
and more

50%

45%

40%

30%

35%

20%

5%

10%

15%

8%

14%

35%

43%

25%

0%

50%

45%

40%

30%

35%

20%

5%

10%

15%

25%

0%

We serve people of all ages, income levels and ethnic backgrounds. 

Our statistics reflect that vision loss is more common later in life. Because of medical advances, more infants 

with disabilities survive. We also serve many people with diabetes that impacts the Latino and African American 

population in greater numbers. Over half of the people we serve live at or below poverty, which demonstrates

the increased risk of vision impairment for people with poorer access to medical care and early intervention.

Ethnicity

African-
American

Caucasian Latino Asian/Pacific
Islanders

Other

15%

27%

43%

6%
9%



$100,000 and up

Estate of Marjorie & George
Habib

Lincy Foundation

$50,000 to $99,999

Ahmanson Foundation

Maria Altman

Annenberg Foundation

Atlas Family Foundation

Louis L. Colen

$10,000 to $49,000

Crail-Johnson Foundation

Drown Foundation

Karl Kirchgessner Foundation

Milken Family Foundation

Nancy & George Moss

Kenneth & Eileen Norris
Foundation

Jean Perkins Foundation

Pffafinger Foundation

Lon Smith Foundation

SHARE, Inc.

Del Webb Foundation

Billie Milam Weisman

Witherbee Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

Sara & James N. Adler

Allergan Foundation

Joni Berry

Boeing of Southern California 

Estate of Maurice Bourdo

Jane & Charlie Fink

Estate of Dennis Fox

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Grossman

Seth Horowitz

Dr. & Mrs. Julius Lesner

Paula & Sidney J. Machtinger

James McCabe

Vistas for Children

$1,000 to $4,999

Mary Anderson

Linnae Anderson & Tom Epley

Lovee & Bob Arum

Paul Baran

Ernest & Tova Borgnine

Dr. & Mrs. David Boyer

Dr. Jacqueline Kosekoff 
& Dr. Robert Brook

Abby & Douglas Brown

Dr. Melanie Burke 
& Dr. Jeffey Trop

Kathy & Robert Coss

Elks of Los Angeles

Helen & William H. Elliott

First California Bank

Myron H. Funk

Kelly & Lou Gonda

Dr. & Mrs. Harold Gould

Louis Graziadio

Mr. & Mrs. Gary H. Grossman

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hertzberg

Arthur Hiller

Dr. & Mrs. Larry Jacobs

Clara B. Jaye

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Jewison

Ronnie & Michael Kassan

Brad Kerst

Cathy Knight

Dr. Paul Lee

Doris Lennon

Cindy Luong

Chad McQueen

Pat Mitchell

John K. Moss

Dr. Anthony Nesburn

Gail & Gerald Oppenheimer

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Pell

Marguerite & Lee Polster

Brenda Premo

Rotary Club of Santa Monica

Janet & Maxwell Salter

Sandra & Vin Scully

Michael Segal

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Seidel

Alan Sieroty

Silhouette Optical

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Silver

Estate of Ethel Steen

Dr. Stacey Sumner

Dr. Randy Taketa

Isobel & Albert Tenzer

Sally & James Thomas

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Victor

Joe Weider

Sanford B. Weiss

Howard West

Kari West

Westwood Hill Women’s Club

Mike Zeiden

Ruth Ziegler

$500 to $999

Jean & Steve Edwards

Craig Ellins

Jane & Max Factor

Corinna & Freddie Fields

Gregory Fryling

Meryle & Larry Gellman

Samuel Genensky 
& Nancy Cronig

Julie & Stanley Goldhaber

Janice Goldhaber & Doug Junge

Roslyn & Abner Goldstine

Dr. Richard Guttler

Robert Helfend

Margaret & Steve Hoffer

Harlene & Robert Horowitz

Alexa Junge

Char & Ed Kaminer

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Kaufman

Sandra Krause

Linda & Steven Lee

Alison & Brian Levant

Marion & Nico D. March

Sally Maslanski

Janet & Jeff Mintz

Joy & Jerry Monkarsh

Rozann & William Newman

Tyna & Lowell Orren

JoAnn & Joe Oster

Isabel & Richard O. Oxford

Louis Posen

Estelle & Carl Reiner

Robert Gore Rifkind

Maggie & Morton Rosenfeld

Patricia & Scott Schwartz

Robert Shapiro

Holly & Scott Shepard

Lou Shone

Dr. Jay J. Silverman

Joe Sinay

Dr. & Mrs. Steven Steinschriber

Susan & Fred P. Stern

William W. Stout

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Thomopolous

Jean & Joseph Tilem

Frank Ulf

Ruth & Melvin Wachspress

Dr. David Wallace

Dr. & Mrs. Martin Widzer

Andrea & Alan Wishnow

Esther & Irving Zabin

Judith Gudat Zaylor

Under $500 

Nancy & John Abel

Sara & David Aftergood

Cheryl Alcarez

Edith Allen

Estelle & Hal Altman

Dr. Phyllis Amaral 
& Dr. Raphe Sonenshein

Miriam & Sherman Andelson

Buni & Mal Anders

Lisa & Simon Andreae

Anonymous

Shirley Appleton

Janet R. Arenberg

Dr. Gary W. Asano

Kathleen & Dominique Audin

Lisa & Ernest Auerbach

Susan & Paul Baerwald

Dr. & Mrs.Howard R. Baker

Phyllis Barbato

Elaine & George J. Barkin

DeEtte Barner

Cynthia & Michael Barry

Melissa Barry

Cecile C. Bartman

Colleen & Bradley Bell

Ruth Benaway

Barbara & Franklin Bereny

Dr. Stanley A. Berger

Tristan & Chad Bettge

Flo & Milton Bienenfeld

Diane & Kendall Bishop

Beverly & Louis Blank

Herman Blumenfield

John M. Bonino

Sheila & Robert Braslau

Maxine & Marshall Brauer

Barbara & Sid Brickman

Bert Briskin

John Broadway

Arlene & Henry Bromberg

Gene Burke

Adrienne & Robert Butler

Beverly & Alan Byer

Gloria Byke

Allan Caditz

Ruth Cahan

Mary & Moises R. Calderon

Jack Caraway

Gloria Carroll

Alan Cebrian

Madelyn L. Chamberlain

Margaret & Charles Champlin

Urmila Chand

Michael & Emily Chasalow

Janet P. Chesne

Yvonne & Jeffrey Chester

Dorothy & Roy Christopher

Joseph W. Cilurzo

Stephanie B. Cissna

Roy Citron

City of Santa Monica Employees

Betty M. Cochran

Judy & Mitchell Cohen

Evelyne & J. G. Conti, Jr.

Diane & John Cooke

Dr. Peter Cornell

Harold & Marjorie Cosel

Robert Cozad

Lisa & Mitchell Cronig

Beatriz & Jorge Dabbah

Susan & Joseph D’Anna

Yutta Darcy & Jeffrey Tonkin

Dr. & Mrs. William De La Pena

Yvonne Dean

Dorothy & Joseph E. Delia

Dennis Delsing

Jacqueline Diamant

Lillian Dorfman

We Are Grateful To Our Generous Donors 
Who Supported Our Services In 2006-2007



Dr. Harry Drasin

Kathy Easterling

Evelyn & Elmer Easton

Renee Edelstein

Emily & Richard S. Ehrenfeld

Elizabeth Ranelagh 
& Soren Eilertsen

Tara & Blaise Eitner

Ernestine Elster

Lidia & Mauricio Epelbaum

Helen & Jerry Epstein

Maria O. Ercilla

Ingrid & Ralph Erickson

Dr. Joseph Eshagian

Edward Espinoza

Jaqueline & John Evans

Roberta & John L. Everts

Mrs. Sidney Factor

Irene Farber

Mr. & Mrs. Warren W. Faubel

Dr. William Fein

Clara & Nathaniel E. Feldman

Laurie & Jon Feltheimer

Rabbi & Mrs. Harvey Fields

Corinna Fields

Dr. Barbara Firestone

Rene Fisher

Ruth & Dave Fiske

Blossom Folb

Mr. & Mrs. Carl E. Foley

Sylvia & Emanuel Forster

Ashley & David Frandzel

Roger G. Friedman

Les Fukuyama

Michael Gabai

Dorothy Gallup

Jennifer & Richard Geisman

Dr. Gellerman

Carrie & Stanley Gendler

Carol & George Gerhard

Mella & George Giffi

Eilene Gittleman

Glaucoma Institute 
of Beverly Hills

Glendale Eye Medical Group

Shirley Gluck

Jody & Jeff Gold

Dora & Sidney Golden

Dr. & Mrs. Martin Goldhaber

Beverly & Justin L. Goldner

Minete & Robert Goldsmith

Dr. Donald Goldstein

Cantor Joseph D. Gole

Molly & Bernard Golvin

Claire & Lee Goodwin

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Gordon

Dorothy & Osias Goren

Sheily & Eily P. Gorman

Alice Graham

Donald Granger

Marcie C. Greenberg

Joseph Greenspon

Gary Grenell

Barbara & Bernard B. Grenell

Robert L. Grim

Dr. & Mrs. Eugene Gritton

Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Gross

Sylvia & Samuel Grosshandler

Keith Grossman

Estelle & Amram Grundstein

Lois & Dick Gunther

Dr. Robert M. Gurfield

Dr. Beth Hahn

Neil Haltrecht

Marvin Hamlisch

Richard Hammerschlag

Ann Hammond

Richard H&werger

Janie & Mack L. Harris

Arthur A. Harris

Dr.& Mrs Irwin Harris

Arlinda Henderson

Ruth Herman

Ruth Hertz

Jerome Hettleman

Katherine Heyler

Lili & Ivor Hodis

Patricia & H.W. Hodson

Dr. John Hofbauer 
& Dr. Laura Fox

Elizabeth Hoffman

Dr. Norman Hoffman

Lla & Walter R. Holly

Robert Holmes

Ada & James Horwich

Cynthia & Vincent Hung

Roxanne & Mark Hurwitz

Eugenia Jablonski

Fred Jamner

Isabel & Harold Janken

Patricia & Guy Jenkins

Nancy Johnson

Wanda & David Johnston

Pat & Glenn A. Jordan

Jean & Ben Kahn

Irene Kalman

Arnold Karlson

Lila & Jules Kates

Marilyn & Irwin M. Kaufman

Winifred R. Kenley

Simone Kent

Caroline & Jacob Khakshouri

Roza Kiaee

Jeff King

Saundra Kirshner

Mary Andree Knowlton

Marvin Kohler

James Kohn

Diane Kovacs

Joan & Sol Kravetz

Elizabeth & Donald Krcmarik

Dr. Morton Kirtzer

Betty Kruger

Limor & Eyal Landau

Leone & Kenneth Lange

Anita Langenhuysen

Ida & Costantino A. Lanza

Daniele & Julius Lassner

Katy & Tim Laundrie

Hedwiga Laureanu

Dr. & Mrs. Gary M. Lazarus

Sandra & Robert Lebowitz

Joyce & Les E. Lederer

Mr & Mrs. Monte Lemann, II

Evelyn & Solomon Levin

Beatrice & King S. Levin

Malcolm Levin

Lorrie & Al Levin

Drs. Klaus & Patricia Lewin

Elizabeth & Arthur Lewis

Maureen & Christopher Liebes

Christina & Thomas Liggett

Elaine C. Lince

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Lincoln

Lions Club of Santa Monica

Elinor & Martin Livingston

Juana & Carlos Luis

Denise & Judd Magilnick

Drs. Arthur & Naomi Malin

Dr. Alan Mandelberg

Ralph Mannheimer

Herbert I. Marcus

Barbara & Richard Marks

Sharon & Paul Martin

Raul Martinez

Melinda Mayoraga

Marilyn McGuire

Carl McKinzie

Caroline McWilliams

Dolores & Rudolph J. Megaro

Golda & Martin Mendelsohn

Selma & Edmund Mennis

Jane Merrill

Lisa Meyer

Alvin Milder

Arthur Miller

Andrea & Mitch Mindell

Peter Mintz

Joy Mitchell

Stanley Moger

Ida Montagliano

Bonnie & Donald Morgan

Dr. & Mrs. Leon Morgenstern

Margot Morrison

Jean Moshin

Eva Moskovic

Allan Mouw

Connie Mow

Nancy & Charles Munger

Arturo H. Munoz

Felice Myers

Anne Nelson

Dolores Nemiro

Jill & Howard Nevins

Dr. Trang Nguyen

Caroline & Christopher Odonnell

Nancy & William Ong

Frantz Osse

Joseph Ostrow

Lavonne & Vincell Ott

Barbara K. Palmer

Dr. David Parks

Bess & Robert Pastel

Mary & Bill Perry

Karin Petersen

Dr. Paul Petzi

Thomas D. Phelps

Eduardo Piedra

Semyon Plotitsa

Margaret & G. Jerry Plotke

Sandra Pollack

Arlynne & Scott Pollard

Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Pomerantz

Lea & Barry Porter

Jules Porter

Gina & Irving Posalski

Darla Postil

Marjorie & Jacob Pressman

Kathy & William Puett

Rina & Jerome Raike

Charlotte & Evan Reader

Marilyn Reasoner

Neale Redington

Cynthia Reich

Mr. & Mrs. Albert A. Rettig

Martha Rhodes

Joseph Rials

David Rintels 
& Dr. Victoria Riskin

Thomas Robinson

Betty Rose

Milton Rosen

Judith & Ronald Rosen

Barbie Rosenberg

Lea Rosendahl

Shirley & Harold Ross

Dr. & Mrs. Henry Rowen

Charlotte Rubin

Dr. Herbert Ruderman

Edye & Peter Rugolo

Joanne & William Sackheim

Peggy & Harvey Saferstein

Leonard Salzberg

Fanny & Henry A. Samulon

Dae Sattler

Lorraine Sax

Thelma & Albert Sbar

Sondra L. Scheuer

Donna & Lalo Schifrin

Ty Schisler

Marshall & Dorothy Schlom

We apologize for any errors or omissions. Please direct any corrections to (310) 458-3501, ext. 167.



Emmy Schorr

Tom Schulte

Delphine & Irwin Schwartzman

Masha & Bernard Schweitzer

Karen & Kenneth Scopp

Rose Ann & Fidele Scornaienchi

Sylvia Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Scott

Jean Scully

Leah & Dennis Seider

Bernice & Irwin Seiler

Frances H. Sells

Dr. Jane Semel

Annette Seydel

Artemis Shamamian

Ellen Shampaier

Betty & Stanley K. Sheinbaum

Lesly Shelton

Dr. Angela Shihady

Helaine Shraga

Rita Shubb

Leona Siadek

Carol & Charles R. Sievers

Gerald Silver

Muriel & Harold Simmons

Meta & Hyman Skulsky

Florine Slaten

Ethyl H. & Leonard Smith

Patricia & T. Louis Snitzer

Andrew Solt

Roy & Barbara Sommer

Alicia & Jeffrey Spain

Roberta Spear

Sarah Spitz

Marilyn Stein

Dr. & Mrs. Harold Steingold

Sloan Stevens

Marty Stewart

A. H. Taff

David M. Tait

Dr. & Mrs. Bill Takeshita

Mr. & Mrs. Tok Hoe Tan

Joanne & Charles Tatham

Jaime & Michael A. Tenzer

Debra & David S. Tenzer

Susan & Robert Thau

Beth Q. Thomas

Jackie Threatte

Jane Tisch

Ruth L. Tober

Miriam E. Tobolowsky

Fred Tomooka

Dante Treglia

Dr. Linda Trozzolino

Felisa Vanoff

Morris D. Verger

Dr. Brian S. Boxer Wachler

Avi Wacht

Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Waldow

Mary Kay Ward

Leda & Marvin Warshay

Wynema Watson

Gwen & Louis Weintraub

Shep Weissman

Kerry Welch

Dr. Joel West & Dr. Joan Schain

Roberta G. Wetmore

Marjorie & Robert Whelan

J. Dale Whitaker

Rabbi & Mrs. Julian White

Dr. Monika White

Neta Whitty

Elinor Winokur

Jon Winokur

Frances & Richard A. Wise

Allan & Rochell Wolf

Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Wolf

Sybil Wolfe

Mr. & Mrs. Werner Wolfen

Barry L. Wolin

Zira Wood

Miriam Wunderlich

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Yavitz

Barbara & Herb Yuki

Dr. Myles Zakheim

Dr. & Mrs. Peter Zeegen

Evelyn Zerg

Caroline Zlotnick

Memorials

In memory of Millicent Cass

Caroline Cass

In memory of Carl Earn

Seymour Phillips

In memory of Stanley Finkel

Shari Main

Sharon & Bernice Langman

In memory of Lillian Heicke

Elizabeth Ealy

Mara & Robert Forbes

Kathleen & William Geraghty

Mary & Michael Gioia

Patricia & John Jakle

Esther C. Richey

Linda Silvey

Dr. & Mrs. Sidney Smith

Sandi Ward

Dr. & Mrs. Barry Wolstan

In memory of Ruth Yavitz
Gail Aftergood

Dr. Bill Takeshita
Foundation Donors

Kas Allen

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Anderson

Mr. & Mrs. Kambiz Babaoff

Mr. & Mrs. George Birnbaum

Ms. Ethel Blau 
& Ms. Frieda Hoffman

Ms. Leslie Bogart

Mr. Momoye Charno 
& Ms. Irene Tomlin

Ms. Marjorie Crotty

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Crystal

Dr. Diane Danis

Ms. Sharon Dennison

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Devereaux

Ms. Nancy Dilger

Ms. Stephanie DiPietro

Mr. Robert Drabkin

The Frumkin Family

Ms. Leslee J. Feldman

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Friedman

Mr. Les Fukuyama

Ms. Mary Garber

Mr. & Mrs. Antony Gibbs

Ms. Mary Goldman

Ms. Jill Graflund

Dr. Audrey Griesbach

Mr. Dennis Hackbarth

Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Hakim

Ms. Judith Harris

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hess 

Mr. & Mrs. William Hesse

Mr. & Mrs. Brook Hilton

Ms. Nancy Holland 
& Mr. Bob Stern & Family

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Isacoff

Mr. & Mrs. Sherwin Isenberg

Ms. Brenda Jackson

Dr. Douglas Junge 
& Ms. Janice Goldhaber

Mr. Alan Katz & 
Ms. Jerry Simmons

Ms. Vicky Kelly

Mr. & Mrs. James Kent

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Langworthy

Mr. & Mrs. Todd Leavitt

The Lew Family

The Lippman Family

Ms. Billy Loye

Mr. & Mrs. John Lucas

Mr. Joseph P. Luftman

Mr. & Mrs. Nao Magami

Ms. Marla Kyle Markman

Ms. Suyemi Matsumoto

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Mirvis

Mr. D. Harry Montgomery

Dr. & Mrs. Leon Morgenstern

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Newman

Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Presser

Ms. Quakernbush

Ms. Nancy Recasner

The Register Family

Mr. Bennett Ross & 
Ms. Nora Slaff

Dr. Roth & Mr. Clemens 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Rothman

Mr. & Mrs. Carlose 
Santos-Shamberg

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Saunders

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Segal

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Seidlin

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Shapiro

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Silver

Mr. Steven Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Smith

Ms. Randi Steinberg

Mr. Ken Stringer 
& Ms. Carol Marlowe

Ms. Joni Takeshita

Ms. Patricia Takeshita

Dr. Randy Taketa

Dr. John Tassinari

Mr. Anthony Thomopoulos

Ms. Virginia Tokunaga

Mrs. Florence Verger

Ms. Mariko Watanabe

Ms. Niki Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Wilton

Mr. Don Witzel 
& Mrs. Danielle Sanchez-Witzel

Dr. Alan Yellin

Mr. Lee Ziff 
& Ms. Linda MacDonald

Mr. & Mrs. Elliot Zorensky

Dr. Sam Genensky
Birthday Tribute
Donors

Mr. & Mrs. David Alper

Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Auerbach

Mr. Paul Baran

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bentley

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Bromberg

Ms. Suzanne Congdon Garitty

Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Cronig

Mrs. Yvonne Dean

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Feinbloom

Mr. Daniel Finger

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Goodwin

Dr. & Mrs. Harold Gould

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Haselkorn

Mrs. Nancy Higa

Dr. & Mrs. Larry Jacobs

Dr. Doug Junge 
& Ms. Janice Goldhaber

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Kahn

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Malis

Mrs. Margot Morrison

Mrs. Carol Phillips

Dr. LaDonna Ringering

Mr. & Mrs. Reuban Rosloff

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Sbar

Ms. Jean Scully

Ms. Sonya Shapiro

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Smith

Mr. Harry Sondheim

Mr. & Mrs. Fred P. Stern

Dr. Sanford B. Weiss

Mr. & Mrs. Menachem Wities

Coming soon! 
The Center’s newly redesigned new 

website. Visit us at www.low-vision.org

and watch for our changes.



Touching the lives of other people is 
a rare and moving experience. Being
able to continue to touch lives when
we are no longer here takes special
focus and planning. Two women 
who did both, Lorraine Marcoux and
Irma Colen, were remembered on
Saturday, September 8th at a ceremony
dedicating plaques in their honor at
the Center’s Valley office. Family and
friends of these two women gathered
to recognize the legacy each woman
created, and learned how their 
legacies will impact thousands of
children and adults with impaired
sight for many years to come.

“Lorraine Marcoux was a woman
whose all engrossing focus, despite
her own medical problems, was the
welfare of the visually impaired,” said
her friends Shirley and Don Johnstone.
“Her dream of a San Fernando Valley
location … has finally materialized…
providing people with impaired sight
with the opportunities they feared
they had lost.”

“Anyone can imagine a better
world, but only a rare few have the
vision and tenacity to help build
one,” said Center Board member
Kathy Coss speaking of her longtime
friend, Lorraine Marcoux. “Her
dream was to assist the visually
impaired with counseling, assistive
technology, current events, and,
more importantly, companionship
in a group setting.”

The Lorraine Marcoux Educational
Center houses support groups for
people living with impaired sight as
well as other educational meetings.
Plans for the future include Indepen-
dent Living Skills Training sessions,
Low Vision Technology seminars and
demonstrations, and additional adult
education classes.

“Irma was my friend and an
inspiration to me and to all of us.
Los Angeles is a more caring place

because Irma was here,” said Sidney
Machtinger, chairman of the Center’s
Board of Directors. “She will always
be remembered by her deeds and
how much she cared about people in
need,” said her husband Lou Colen. 

Irma Colen was a volunteer and
philanthropist who worked tirelessly
for the Venice Family Clinic, which
provides health care to people in
need. The Center for the Partially
Sighted has long partnered with VFC
to provide eye health evaluations for
their patients with diabetes who are
uninsured.

The Irma Colen Low Vision Train-
ing Area is the portion of the Center
where people with impaired sight
learn how to properly use their low
vision devices, which is critical in
successfully enhancing their ability 
to access their remaining sight. “It 
is very appropriate that a woman of 
enhanced vision like Irma leaves the 
gift of sight as part of her legacy to 
others,” said LaDonna Ringering, Ph.D., 
President and CEO of the Center. 

Lorraine and Irma were both
courageous and compassionate
during their lives. These legacies
continue their lifelong mission of
helping others.

Touching the Lives of Others

The Lorriane Marcoux Educational Center is up and running. Below is a listing of
the programs scheduled for September and October. For more information about
these events, contact Anna Otis at 818-705-5954 Ext. 222.

Sept 20 Answering your questions on how to successfully achieve independence.
Guest: Loraine Millen, former Counslor/Teacher, Dept. of Rehabilitation

Sept 27 Various ways to shop at selected grocery and department stores

Oct 4 Easy, convenient methods of paying bills

Oct 11 Dr. Bill Takeshita speaks about Assistive Technology

Oct 18 Group determines topic

Oct 24 Skirball Tour for people with low vision

Valley Group Activities Launched

Lorraine Marcoux.

Irma Colen.
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Ashly Stohl is on a mission. “I want to
get the word out about the Center and
all the wonderful things they do,” she
says with warmth and determination.
As a new Board Member of the 
Center, Ashly’s desire to educate and
inform the public isn’t just profession-
al, it’s personal: her four year old 
son, Jake, was diagnosed with ocular
albinism soon after birth.

Ocular albinism is a genetic disor-
der that affects the eyes. Unlike other
forms of albinism, skin and hair
appear normal, but vision is greatly
reduced and nystagmus (back and
forth movement of the eyes) is often
one of the symptoms. But don’t think
ocular albinism has slowed Jake
down. “He’s rambunctious, smart,

crazy… a typical four year old,” she
says laughing with delight. 

When Ashly first brought Jake to the
Center for an exam, she wasn’t sure
what to expect. “The optometrist was
wonderful with him,” she says. “And
they gave him some great adaptive
devices – a handheld telescope and a

plexiglas magnifier that he thinks are
toys. The telescope has green rubber
on it so Jake calls it his G.I. Joe tele-
scope. He absolutely loves it and takes
it everywhere. We can really see the
difference in how it’s helped him.” 

While Ashly is quick to point out
the wonderful doctors and surgeons
that work with Jake, she knows the
Center provides a whole other level of
assistance. “Doctors can operate on
your eyes but they don’t help you live
your life.” As Jake grows older, Ashly
knows that the Center will be there 
for Jake and their family to help them
navigate what lies ahead. Now, she
wants to make sure other families
know that the Center can be there for
them as well.

Ashly’s “Mission Possible”

Ashly and Jake Stohl.

 


