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About the Restore the Core Campaign

The Sierra Club and its 65 chapters are commit-
ted to actively fighting sprawl at the grassroots level
in communities across America. In metropolitan
Washington, DC, hundreds of volunteers from the
Maryland, New Columbia, and Virginia Chapters
have dedicated thousands of hours to building better
communities with less traffic and to restoring the
urban core. Our Restore the Core campaign in Wash-
ington, DC is part of the Sierra Club’s national
Challenge to Sprawl campaign.

We invite you to join the Restore the Core
campaign. We hold monthly meetings where we learn
about the issues facing the District and plan actions
to address them. The campaign also sponsors a series
of walks to different neighborhoods throughout the
District. For more information on meetings and
events, or to find out how you can help the Restore
the Core campaign, contact Gwyn Jones or Danilo
Pelletiere at (202) 488-0505 or visit
www.sierraclub.org/chapters/dc.
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Restore the Core

For the past three years, the Sierra Club’s
Restore the Core campaign has worked with
residents and policymakers to bring jobs and

investment to the District of Columbia. We have been
advocates for the development of the Southeast
Federal Center, for downtown housing, and for tax
and policy changes to encourage better and more
affordable development in our city.

Why is the Sierra Club, an environmental
group, interested in encouraging economic develop-
ment in the city? The most straightforward answer is
that if we can restore and improve the neighborhoods
where we already live, we can spare the rapidly
disappearing wilderness, parks, and farms in our
region from becoming another suburban subdivision.
We also understand that people will only care for
streams, forests, and fields, if they also have homes,
jobs, and neighborhoods worth preserving. The first
objective of this report is, therefore, to show how we
can preserve wilderness and parkland—inside the
city and out—by building a better District of Colum-
bia and providing economic opportunity for its
residents.

There is another reason for our interest in the
District’s development: As a membership organiza-
tion with nearly 3,000 dues-paying members from
every neighborhood of the city, we are ourselves city
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residents and taxpayers. We want to see our public
investments used to build on the city’s strengths, to
create economic opportunity for residents, and to
preserve what we cherish about living here. The
Restore the Core campaign has actively fought a high-
priced, exclusive development on Kingman and
Heritage Islands, unregulated trash transfer stations
in some of our city’s poorest neighborhoods, and the
building of a prison in Oxon Cove.

Yet, while it is easier to simply stop a harmful
project, the real rewards come from finding solutions
that better serve the city. We don’t have the resources
to fight all of the bad projects, so we must discover
and change the underlying forces behind them. We
must also have the courage to advocate what we need
and desire for our city. This report provides a brief
yet comprehensive look at economic development in
the city, as well as a vision of how DC can welcome
new jobs and new residents without becoming a
playground for the affluent and tourists, a soulless
office park, a prison, or a concrete wasteland.

By using the ideas in this report, we can make
DC a more livable city, one step at a time, starting at
our front doors and working through the neighbor-
hoods where we live, work, and play. By working
together, we can Restore the Core.

The Sierra Club’s Restore the Core campaign believes in a few key principles:

· We must protect our parks and natural environments.
· Zoning and other public policies should encourage a diverse mix of people, businesses,

homes, and entertainment throughout the city and across neighborhoods.
· Economic incentives should reward people for positive work and investment while dis-

couraging behaviors that destroy our neighborhoods. We should tax waste, not work.
· Development should be focused around public transportation and should welcome pedes-

trians and bicyclists alike.
· We can hold our government accountable for better schools, public services, and the mainte-

nance of our public spaces, but we must also bear some of the responsibility for our neigh-
borhoods.

· Residents and city officials can enhance the advantages of the diversity, choices, and con-
veniences of urban life. We must not become more like a suburb with its separate and uniform
tracts of residential or commercial activity, but more like a city with diverse and vibrant neighbor-
hoods.
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Can you buy:
! a carton of milk
! a Metro Flash Card
! a bag of cat litter or dog food
! a hammer and nails
! a book of postage stamps
! a pair of socks
! fresh fruits and vegetables

Within walking distance, can you:
! make an extra set of keys
! make a photocopy of your birth certificate
! visit a doctor
! get your shoes fixed
! have your bicycle repaired

Livable cities are living cities. Just as biodiversity nourishes a healthy
natural environment, culturally and economically diverse neighborhoods
give life to a thriving city.

Our neighborhoods shape the activities of our daily lives—going to school,
working, shopping, attending church, and playing. Neighborhoods should reflect the
diversity of our society, with people of all ages, races, and incomes living side by
side. Housing in our neighborhoods should also be diverse and affordable for a wide
cross section of residents, including working families and those on fixed incomes.

Washington, DC’s neighborhoods are built on a rich variety of natural and
cultural assets that deserve to be preserved and celebrated. Every neighborhood has
a unique character shaped by local topography, buildings, and history. It’s this local
identity that distinguishes Adams-Morgan from Georgetown, Anacostia from Shaw,
Foggy Bottom from Brookland, or Congress Heights from Lincoln Park. By taking
stock of what we have and preserving the best of it through creative new uses, we
can accommodate a diverse population of residents and businesses. We can build
strong neighborhoods and make the District of Columbia a livable city that we are
all proud to call home.

What is a Livable City?
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Neighborhood
Checklist

How many of these things can
you do in your neighborhood?

Can you name:
! your advisory neighborhood commissioner
! a nearby bank
! the languages spoken on your street
! the owners of nearby vacant lots
! the historic landmarks in your part of town

Do you know:
! an elderly neighbor who would talk to your

child for a school report
! a teenager living on your block
! someone who attends a religious congregation

in your neighborhood
! when and where your neighborhood

association meets

"
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For almost a hundred years, U Street has been
the central artery and cultural heart of the
Shaw neighborhood. In the face of oppressive

segregation, U Street thrived as Washington’s “Black
Broadway.” In more than a dozen theaters, Cab
Calloway, Bessie Smith, and native son Duke
Ellington played to packed houses. Many of Howard
University’s distinguished faculty and graduates
called Shaw home. Famous poets, academics, and
athletes, such as Langston Hughes, Thurgood
Marshall, and John Thompson, passed through the
doors of the Anthony Bowen YMCA on 12th Street,
the nation’s first “Y” for African-Americans.

But after the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., some people allowed their anger to turn to vio-
lence. They looted and burned buildings in several
neighborhoods, including Shaw. U Street and 7th

Street, which had been centers for African-American
business and culture, fell into two decades of decline.

Today, U Street is reclaiming its magnificent
cultural heritage. In 1986, the District of Columbia
opened the Reeves Government Center at 14th and U
Streets, bringing a stable daytime population to
balance the area’s reemerging nightlife. At the same
time, nonprofit developers such as Manna Inc. began
rehabilitating crumbling buildings and trash-filled
lots, creating homes for low- and moderate-income
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families. In 1991, the U Street-Cardozo Metrorail
station reconnected the neighborhood to the rest of
Washington.

The restored Lincoln Theatre, the African
American Civil War Memorial at U Street and
Vermont Avenue, and the restoration of the 1903
True Reformer Building at 12th and U Streets by the
Public Welfare Foundation are all invigorating U
Street, while preserving its unique heritage. And
now, after two years of renovation, the old Anthony
Bowen YMCA has opened its doors once again as the
Thurgood Marshall Center for Service and Heritage,
housing several social and civic organizations, as well
as exhibits featuring the history of the building and
the Shaw neighborhood.

And throughout the times and transitions of the
neighborhood, Ben’s Chili Bowl has stood like a Rock
of Gibraltar. Housed in a former nickelodeon theater,
Ben’s has been serving plates of chili and half-smokes
to locals and legendaries as diverse as Stokley
Carmichael and Bill Cosby since 1958. Ben’s Chili
Bowl serves as a symbol of the neighborhood’s
determination and vitality.

U Street provides a powerful lesson: By preserv-
ing the buildings and the mix of activities that once
made our neighborhoods strong, wise public invest-
ments can make them strong again.

The Making of a Livable Community:  The U Street Comeback

Virginia Ali, owner of Ben’s Chili Bowl, speaks during a Restore the Core walk
led by Charles Cassell (to left of Ali) through the U Street neighborhood.

The image of native son Duke Ellington graces a mural at the U Street/
Cardozo Metrorail station at 13th Street.

W
anda Bubriski

M
ichael Kent
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Saving Schools, Saving Communities

About 25 years ago, the Oyster School in Northwest was slated for closure due to
decreasing enrollment. Not only did parents want to save the school, so did local
community activists. Together they fought to create a bilingual education program

that has since become a national model. The school is also a model of racial, ethnic, and
economic diversity. Its population is 56% Hispanic and 17% African-American. Approxi-
mately 40% of the children receive free or reduced-price lunches. Sarah Woodhead, an
Oyster parent and staff member at the 21st Century School Fund, says, “At junior high
schools in the District, children so often sit at separate tables according to race and back-
ground. You can always pick out the students who went to Oyster—they’re the ones who
are comfortable moving from table to table.” Oyster has survived and flourished as a school
because of a committed community of parents, teachers, and neighborhood leaders. Oyster
is just one example of a public school that is keeping families in the city.

Strong public services make our communities more livable.
When trash is picked up on time, streets are maintained, and
the government is responsive, we are more willing to invest our

own time and money to make our neighborhoods and our city even
better places to live. The reverse is also true: as public services deterio-
rate, so does our willingness to participate as citizens. As public
servants become less responsive to our needs, government no longer
seems accountable and many of our neighbors vote with their feet and
leave the city.

Above all, the deterioration of two crucial public services—
schools and public safety—are cited as the reason people leave the
District or don’t even consider living here. We cannot restore the core
unless we make our government accountable and do our part to
improve the delivery of essential public goods and services.

Concern about the education of school-age children is one of the
strongest motivations for residents to leave the city. Although the
Sierra Club’s expertise is not education reform, we do recognize the
importance of quality public education in creating livable communi-
ties. We also believe that it is important for all residents, whether they
are raising children or not, to recognize the roles schools can play in
making our neighborhoods more livable.

Schools were once the centers of our neighborhoods—even today
most schools occupy central and prominent places in our city. In fact,
many District neighborhoods are now named after their schools. For
example, the Adams and Morgan schools were combined to be one of

the first integrated schools in the city
and gave their names to one of the city’s
most vibrant and integrated neighbor-
hoods. As the centerpieces of our
neighborhoods, public schools have a
discernible influence on our quality of
life, from the amount of litter on the
streets to the opportunities for our
children or our neighbors’ children,
from our property values to the
neighborhood’s crime rate.

Take the city’s many old and
dilapidated school buildings, for
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Schools are community centerpieces.

Tres estudiantes bilingües de la escuela Oyster.
(Three bilingual students of the Oyster School.)

(continued on next page)
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instance. As central and beautiful as these schools
once were, many of these publicly owned sites have
become nothing more than eyesores, draining the life
out of the neighborhoods that surround them. Some
have suggested that the District sell these buildings to
the highest bidder. But what if the school-age popula-
tion grows
again?

As
families move
to the suburbs,
they create a
demand for
new school
construction.
As these new
schools are
built with
modern
facilities and
technology,
they look more
attractive than
the older
schools in the
District. The
disparities spur more flight and become self-reinforc-
ing. The District could respond by renovating its
schools, which can be more cost-effective than
building new ones. In Denver, for example, the
school district chose to renovate an old school rather

 A livable city provides
strong public services.

· Get involved in your neighborhood school. Join
your PTA or volunteer as a tutor, playground
supervisor, or mentor. Giving time and resources
to schools will improve your neighborhood.
Contact DC Congress of Parents and Teachers/
PTA at (202) 543-0333.

· Hold the school board and administration ac-
countable. Attend school board meetings. Write
letters. Call their offices. Advocacy for schools is
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What You Can Do

advocacy for your neighborhood. Contact the
DC Board of Education at (202) 442-4289.

· If you have an abandoned school in your
neighborhood, work with your neighbors and
school officials to put it to good use. Stay
informed about its status and any plans or
proposals for it.

As Nichols School shows, underutilized schools can be community assets or community eyesores.

M
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than building a new one and it saved $10 per square
foot, allowing two additional classrooms and an
auditorium to be built with the savings.

Part of the solution might be leasing our schools
to fill other community needs. In the short term,
what if our schools became multipurpose community

centers hosting
youth or
community
organizations,
adult educa-
tion classes,
health clinics,
or business
incubators?
With long-
term leases,
some could
even serve as a
local grocery
or retail outlet
in neighbor-
hoods without
those ameni-
ties. There is a
precedent for

this. One old school, the former Sumner School at
17th and M Streets NW, has been beautifully reno-
vated as part of a joint venture with a developer and
is now used as public meeting space.
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Who Owns That Vacant Lot or Boarded-Up Building?

One trip to the library can usually provide the information you need to contact property
owners. Go to the Washingtoniana Division at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial
Library and ask for the LUSK Directory. In one section, you convert street addresses

to “Square” and “Lot” numbers. Each block (square) in DC has a number. Each square is
divided into lots. Using the square and lot numbers, you can then look up the owner’s address
as well as tax assessment, zoning, and other information.

More detailed information can be obtained at the assessment office at the Office of Tax
and Revenue. A complete history of sales and ownership transactions can also be obtained
from the Recorder of Deeds. It is best to know the square and lot numbers before going to
these offices.

Once you know who owns the property, write them a clear and precise letter detailing
the difficulties the property presents for the neighborhood and what you would like them to
do with it. Save a copy of the letter for future reference and follow up with a phone call. Send
copies of the letter to your advisory neighborhood commissioner and council members.
Remember that perseverance is often the most effective weapon you have.

If an owner fails to maintain a safe and sanitary property, you can also notify the District
government’s Neighborhood Stabilization Program (see Resources section) and the Nuisance
Property Task Force at (202) 727-6161. They will inspect the property and may post a “Clean
It or Lien It” notice. The owner is required to clean up the property. If the owner does not, the
District will, placing a lien against
the property for the cost of the
cleanup. In some cases, the task
force may board up a vacant
building to prevent its use by
derelicts and criminals. In extreme
cases, the task force can demolish
the building.

Contacts: Real Property Tax
Administration, Office of Tax and
Revenue,  941 North Capitol
Street, NE, Washington, DC
20002, Tel: (202) 727-4829.
Recorder of Deeds 515 D Street,
NW, Washington, DC 20001. Tel:
(202) 727-5374.

Is it safe to live in the District? This is one of the first questions that people and firms ask when
they consider moving to the city. The dangers of living in the District, both real and perceived, are one of
the greatest obstacles to restoring the core. When people ask about safety, they are generally thinking

about crime. But environmental health issues such as clean water, clean air, and lead paint contamination are
also important variables.

A number of recent reports suggest that many of what we consider urban problems are fast becoming
suburban problems, too. A recent study by the National Public Health and Hospital Institute found that
crime, pollution, and disease in America’s suburbs are all increasing at rates far greater than in the country’s
25 most populous cities. A survey of Philadelphia-area students found that 89% of the suburban students
knew someone who had been the victim of a violent crime, and 57% of them had witnessed such an attack,
nearly as many as their urban counterparts.

As crime rates rise in the suburbs, crime is down nearly 30% since 1993 in the District. While the
suburbs face new and growing problems, cities are beginning to reverse their decades-old trends. But report-
ing statistics does not address the real and perceived threats to our neighborhoods. Crime, pollution, and poor
health are symptoms, rather than causes, of urban decline and suburban sprawl. They are indicators of
deteriorating communities and limited economic opportunity. By cleaning up our streets, getting involved in
our schools, providing economic opportunity, and getting to know our neighbors, we reduce the chances for
crime, pollution, and disease to flourish. We improve the perception and the reality of our neighborhoods.
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Vacant lots and buildings, such as these in the Anacostia Historic District, deprive the District of
housing and job opportunities.

M
ichael Kent
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The Environment-Crime Connection

The Environmental Crimes Unit, a joint
effort by the Metropolitan Police Department and
the Department of Public Works, is an innovative
program that focuses on illegal dumping, hazard-
ous materials, and abandoned cars. In their first
year of operation, the unit closed 298 of 351
cases. Along with paying fines, many violators
must perform community service to clean up the
streets and neighborhoods they harmed. As one
member of the unit put it, “When you look at
illegal dumping, you look at the degradation of a
neighborhood, which brings other criminal
elements into it.” Contact: Environmental
Crimes Unit, Sergeant Shakir Muslim, 2750
South Capitol St., SW, Washington, DC 20032.
Tel: (202) 645-4340.

7

A livable city
 is a safe city.

What the District Government Can Do

What You Can Do

· Join your local citizens crime prevention program
and neighborhood association. Contacts: Commu-
nity Outreach Section, Police Headquarters, 300
Indiana Ave., NW, Room 3032, Washington, DC
20001. Tel: (202) 727-0783 Fax: (202) 727-9524.
Community Partnership Section, Police Head-
quarters, 300 Indiana Ave., NW, Room 5126,
Washington, DC 20001. Tel: (202) 727-1585 Fax:
(202) 727-9524. Also see www.mpdc.org or

· The Metropolitan Police Department can con-
tinue to pursue and improve community policing
programs.

· The DC Public Schools and DC Environmental
Health Administration (EHA) should ensure
universal lead screening for all elementary school
children at the earliest opportunity.  The EHA
should publicly provide summary statistical data
and recommendations for any necessary legisla-
tive or regulatory action to reduce children’s risk
from lead.

· The Metropolitan Police Department should
publicize the efforts of the Environmental
Crimes Unit to encourage resident cooperation
and support.

· The Nuisance Property Task Force should
aggressively and consistently implement the
“Clean It or Lein It” program in the case of
vacant properties.

www.crime.washingtondc-online.com.
· Report environmental crimes such as illegal

dumping or unknown substances to the
Environmental Crimes Unit.

· Organize neighborhood cleanups.
· Most importantly, get to know your neighbors

and what’s happening in your neighborhood.

What is Environmental Justice?

In this country, low-income neighborhoods and
communities of color are disproportionately
burdened with polluting factories, waste facilities,

and other undesirable land uses. These neighbor-
hoods also experience problems such as lead con-
tamination and illegal dumping at alarming rates.
They have proportionally fewer parks and less access
to green space and nature. Faced with high unem-
ployment and blight, communities of color and low-
income neighborhoods are too often forced to choose
between economic development and their environ-
ment and health.

Environmental justice (EJ) concerns are promi-
nent along the Anacostia River. Enjoying a clean
river and accessible parkland is as important to the
communities along the Anacostia as it is to those
along the Potomac.  Historically, however, the
Anacostia has received far less attention and support
from public officials and the federal government.
Today, while the Potomac has improved greatly, the
Anacostia remains toxic and unhealthy. We must
address this inequity.

Along with economic justice, we must also be
concerned with environmental justice as our city
develops. The Sierra Club’s environmental justice
program works with communities and long-standing

EJ activists to break the cycle of unfair environmen-
tal policies.  The Sierra Club has made a principled
commitment to work with communities that request
our assistance to further their campaigns for environ-
mental justice. Contact Julie Eisenhardt at the Sierra
Club’s regional office for more information or to get
involved with this program. Tel: (703) 312-0533.
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Over the last three decades, employment and population in U.S. cities have
declined while suburbs have grown. From 1992 to 1998, for example, the
District lost over 58,000 jobs, while in the same period the surrounding Maryland

and Virginia suburbs gained 306,000 jobs. The District currently has a near 7% jobless rate,
while the jobless rate in the suburbs is near 2%. Losing this many jobs so quickly has destabi-
lized the city’s economy and neighborhoods. At the same time, rapid job and population
growth in the suburbs has spawned inefficient, sprawling development, terrible congestion,
shrinking green space, and rising taxes. Today, jobs are located far away from those who need
them. We need a better balance of employment and residential development in our region.

Even within the District, development has been unbalanced. In the past few decades,
employment has become concentrated along the K Street corridor between Washington Circle
and the existing Convention Center without any corresponding residential development.
Congestion and gridlock cripple the area during the day, but an eerie emptiness falls over it at
night. Without additional housing, the historic downtown and the North of Massachusetts
(NoMa) neighborhoods could succumb to the same fate.

While the pressure on downtown neighborhoods is great, areas along the Anacostia
River and east of 16th Street, many with convenient road and public transportation access,
remain underdeveloped. Historic Anacostia and neighborhoods along Georgia Avenue, New
York Avenue, Rhode Island Avenue, and M Street SE/SW have all lost much of their historic
employment and retail activities. Many people living in these neighborhoods face a difficult
challenge: travel great distances with significant inconveniences to get to work or remain
underemployed or jobless. The best solution to the spatial mismatch of jobs and population is
to revive and recreate employment centers within the District’s neighborhoods. Our city can
be a viable alternative to suburban sprawl only if it provides residents with a variety of em-
ployment opportunities that they can easily reach.
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Long neglected, the Southeast Federal Center on the Anacostia River is slated for redevelopment.

The Federal Government’s Role in the District’s Declining Job Base

While the District’s decline generally reflects broader national economic and social
trends, that is not the whole story. According to a recent George Mason University
report, over 90% of the jobs lost in the District over the last decade were govern-

ment jobs: 42,300 federal positions and another 16,500 District of Columbia jobs. Even as
the city lost 80,000 residents in this period, the city’s private sector lost only 600 jobs.

Although the city was losing federal jobs, over 15,000 additional federal jobs were
created in the Washington suburbs in the same period, along with untold federal contractor
positions. Even today, areas like Waterside Mall in Southwest, directly on top of a Metro
station, face economic ruin
due to impending federal
disinvestment. Yet White
Oak, Maryland, in affluent
Montgomery County, antici-
pates $700 million in federal
investment for a new Food
and Drug Administration
campus, even though it is
relatively inaccessible by
transit. The policies of the
federal government continue
to bear some responsibility
for making the inequities
and costs of sprawl, and the
challenges of restoring the
core, even greater.

W
anda Bubriski
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In a livable city, you can
work where you live.

· The Office of Planning and the deputy mayor for
economic development should work with both
residents and developers to ensure that employ-
ment and commercial activity are centered
around Metrorail stations at appropriate loca-
tions throughout the city.

· The mayor should seek federal compliance with
Executive Orders 12072 and 13006, which
require location of federal facilities in urban
areas that are accessible by transit.

· The mayor, through the Office of Planning and
the deputy mayor for economic development,
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What You Can Do

· Let the mayor know your concerns about federal
disinvestment: Ask him to develop information
on how federally owned sites in the District are
more effective and efficient locations for many
government facilities. This information should be
part of a more proactive policy to retain and
attract federal facilities.

· Support local businesses. Get to know your local
community development corporation, business
association, and other local nonprofit develop-
ment groups. Contact the Community Develop-
ment Support Collaborative at www.cdsc.org or
(202) 296-4582.

· When bad projects are proposed for your
neighborhood, develop support for alterna-
tives that will serve the neighborhood better.

· If you see an opportunity in your neighbor-
hood, work with local officials to contact
private and government developers to make it
a reality. Contact the DC Department of
Housing and Community Development at
(202) 442-7200 or the Office of Economic
Development at (202) 727-6365.

· Become a local entrepreneur yourself.

should generate an economic development
strategy that offers a diverse employment base
throughout the entire city, but pays particular
attention to local neighborhood employment
and service needs.

· The deputy mayor for economic development
and the Office of Planning should work to-
gether in recruiting and siting facilities that
maximize residents’ access to jobs and mini-
mize negative impacts on surrounding
neighborhoods and parks. Jobs, neighborhood
stability, and environmental health are the keys
to good development.

Mixed-use neighborhoods support the everyday needs of families
and businesses. One definition of mixed use might be a
community where your kids can go to school, their grandmother’s
house, the store, the movies, and their first job, all by foot or bike.

The Sierra Club’s DC office (center) is located in a mixed-use
Northeast DC neighborhood, with parks, housing, other offices,
restaurants, shops, and churches within just a two-block radius.

Kivi Leroux
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The Earth Conservation
Corps (ECC) is a pioneer
in District brownfields

development, building collabora-
tions that reinvest in our commu-
nities. ECC reclaimed the site of a
former District water pumping
house near the mouth of the
Anacostia River for their new
office space. Based on the success
of this project, ECC is now
renovating a second riverside
building at Buzzards Point.
Previously a PEPCO water
filtration center, the second site
comprises 1½ acres of waterfront
property. Lead-contaminated soil must be removed, but funding for redevelopment has been
leveraged from the U.S. Housing and Urban Development’s Brownfield Economic Develop-
ment Initiative through an agreement between the DC Environmental Health Agency, DC
Housing, and the ECC. The projects are empowering and employing 30-50 local residents. In
addition to cleaning up the Anacostia, ECC members work with technology experts and
builders in reconstruction, establishing bat and birdhouses for mosquito control and creating
a telecommuting center for residents with data-entry skills.

One of the biggest challenges in restoring the core is increasing the number of
jobs and residents in the District without displacing families and businesses that are
already here. Also, many District residents already have too little access to green

space in their neighborhoods. Some residents have a hard time imagining how further
development and additional residents could possibly improve their neighborhood or the
health of the city.

One option is to make it easier to develop brownfields. Brownfields are vacant or
underused urban sites with known or suspected environmental contamination. Although
many of these sites have been dormant for decades, recent federal laws have created fear of
complex regulatory compliance and open-ended liability for site cleanups—even for owners
who did not cause the contamination. As a result, banks have been unwilling to finance the
acquisition and redevelopment of sites where the possibility of contamination exists.

But several positive changes are making redevelopment of District brownfields possible.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has eased permitting requirements for
brownfields development and committed funds for District projects. The mayor’s office has
established a brownfields program under the Department of Health. Both the mayor and
members of the city council have introduced legislation to reduce the risks associated with
brownfields acquisition and redevelopment.

Redevelopment of downtown brownfields is particularly attractive to private developers
because the sites are close to District attractions that draw over 20 million tourists annually.
The development of the MCI Center, which struggled with contamination problems, attests
to this. In addition to being lucrative for the private sector, brownfields development can be
beneficial to surrounding neighborhoods as well. As areas and buildings become economi-
cally revitalized and new homeowners and businesses come in, real estate prices rise with
these positive changes.

But revitalization must be done intelligently. The preservation of the history and
culture of the District helps create its unique atmosphere. We must remember that the
District once housed over 800,000 people, but now houses just 550,000. Today the city has
thousands of vacant housing units and commercial buildings. By planning and using our
resources wisely, we can welcome new neighbors without displacing existing residents or
businesses or changing the character of our neighborhoods for the worse.

10
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Earth Conservation Corps Turns Brownfields Green

The ECC turned a District pumphouse and contaminated site on the Anacostia into office space.

Earth Conservation Corps
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High taxes and the economic incentives em-
bedded in them often discourage the type of
development our urban neighborhoods need.

Land near subway stations and major road intersec-
tions often remains vacant or underused because
landowners demand prices greater than what resi-
dents or businesses are willing to pay. This drives
people to cheaper sites farther away from public
infrastructure. Once this cheaper land is partially
developed, occupants demand road and transit
improvements to the new area, and the cycle begins
again, pushing development even further into the
countryside.

By changing our local tax code, we can encour-
age neighborhood improvements instead of penaliz-
ing them. A “split-rate” property tax can help break
this cycle and encourage development close to exist-
ing services.

The existing property tax is really two different
taxes: a tax on the market value of buildings and a
tax on the market value of land, which in an urban
area is often related to its location. If you improve a
building, your taxes go up, so some owners avoid
building taxes by leaving sites undeveloped or allow-
ing buildings to fall into disrepair. The current
property tax on buildings punishes those who pro-
vide housing and job opportunities while rewarding

A livable city
grows from within.

· Join the Brownfields Redevelopment Action
Team, a community organization working with
the mayor’s brownfields program to locate poten-
tial sites and determine appropriate development.
Email: womenlikeusbr@hotmail.com. Tel: (202)
678-1978.

· Attend neighborhood and city open meetings to
advocate environmentally responsible develop-
ment appropriate for your community. Check
www.washingtondc.gov for appropriate events.

11

What You Can Do

· Learn from other areas of the city. For example,
if you live near H Street NE, you might look at
the redevelopment on U Street NW, which was
similarly damaged by riots in the late 1960s and
now has become a popular arts district through
grassroots redevelopment.

· If you are a potential developer, talk to the city
brownfields coordinator to determine sites of
interest and the resources available to assist
you.

What the District Government Can Do

· The Office of Planning and the deputy mayor for
economic development should encourage the
development of brownfields in ways that
strengthen our neighborhoods, but do not com-
promise our health.

· The deputy mayor for economic development
should identify provisions in District building
and zoning codes that unnecessarily hinder or
obstruct the redevelopment and reuse of existing
buildings and vacant lots. The deputy mayor
should provide the results of this study and
possible policy prescriptions in a public report.

those who allow their buildings to deteriorate,
depriving the community of housing and employ-
ment that might otherwise be located on the site.

A split-rate property tax reverses this relation-
ship. By reducing the property tax applied to build-
ings and increasing the tax rate applied to land, the
penalty for creating and improving buildings is
reduced, while the cost of keeping land vacant
increases. Because landowners are motivated to
generate income to pay property tax, they will de-
velop land with the highest taxes—those parcels
closest to Metrorail and other existing infrastructure.
Split-rate taxes also allow us and our neighbors to
make substantial improvements to our homes and
neighborhoods without stiff tax penalties. Since
1980, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, has reduced the
number of its vacant buildings from several thousand
to less than a few hundred, relying largely on a split-
rate property tax.

Both theoretical models and practical experience
show that a split-rate tax could provide more afford-
able housing and greater job opportunities in the
District. To learn more about turning our upside
down property taxes rightside up, contact Deborah
Katz at the Washington Regional Network for Livable
Communities at (202) 667-5445.

Using a Smarter Property Tax to Restore the Core
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When we think of cities, we often think of traffic congestion and
its associated problems. In the United States, congestion has caused
an estimated $150 billion in increased health care and lost productivity

costs each year. Fifty thousand child pedestrians are injured in traffic annually and
approximately 40,000 people die annually as a result of auto collisions. In our
region, traffic is now the second worst in the nation and not likely to get better
anytime soon. In the District, traffic is the number one cause of ozone, and it is
estimated that ozone alone triggers 130,000 asthma attacks a year. Car accidents
cause about 60 deaths each year in DC.

But what is even more striking is that these problems are as bad or worse in
the suburbs. A 1996 study from Northwest Environment Watch found that subur-
ban residents are more likely to be killed or injured in an automobile accident than
inner-city residents are to be victims of a crime. Contrary to popular belief, subur-
ban development generates more congestion than urban development. While the
District’s grid-patterned streets provide alternative routes to help avoid congestion,
suburban cul-de-sacs and arterial routes leave no option but to sit in traffic. The
combination of housing, employment, and shopping in the District allows trips by
walking, cycling, carpooling, and transit. In the suburbs, almost every activity and
errand requires driving a car.

In most of DC, transportation alternatives such as Metrorail, Metrobus, and
sidewalks are readily accessible and economical. While the current network of bike
lanes is highly inadequate, the lanes work well where they do exist. As congestion
and sprawl make transportation more difficult and costly for our suburban neigh-
bors, DC residents can live in a cleaner, safer, quieter, more prosperous, and less
stressful city. If it capitalizes on and expands its transportation choices, the District
can turn them into a clear economic advantage.

Mixed Use Works: The Union Station ExampleMixed Use Works: The Union Station ExampleMixed Use Works: The Union Station ExampleMixed Use Works: The Union Station ExampleMixed Use Works: The Union Station Example

Union Station is an excellent example of how housing, jobs, shopping, entertainment,
and transportation opportunities can be combined to improve the quality of life for
residents, commuters, and visitors alike. Today, Metrobuses, Metrorail, Amtrak,

commuter trains, and taxicabs all meet at the station. Its parking garage accommodates
hundreds of automobiles and rental car operations. The station itself provides retail and
employment opportunities,
and it is located within a
growing mixed business and
residential neighborhood.
Nearby residents can easily
walk or bike to Union
Station to shop, dine, see a
movie, or travel throughout
the area. A few designated
bike routes serve the station,
and there are plans in the
works to create the Metro-
politan Branch Trail along
the railway right-of-ways.
Even tour buses stop at
Union Station, allowing
visitors to see the sights of
the city without a car.
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Once threatened with demolition, the restored Union Station brings people and transportation
together in historic grandeur.

Kivi Leroux
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In a livable city,
it’s easy to get around.....
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What You Can Do

· The Washington Metropolitan Area Transporta-
tion Authority (WMATA) should increase—not
decrease—bus service in the city while buying
clean fuel buses to reduce emissions and increase
the attractiveness of bus travel.

· The Department of Public works should update,
improve, and fully implement the existing bicycle
plan and better maintain existing bicycle lanes.

· WMATA should equip buses and more Metrorail
stations with bicycle racks.

 · The Department of Public Works should coordi-
nate traffic signals so that pedestrians, bicyclists,
and commuters can move around as efficiently as
possible in a changing city.

· WMATA should publicize the tax benefits for
employers and employees who use transit subsi-
dies as part of their employment compensation

What the District Government Can Do

package. WMATA should also publicly recog-
nize those employers who have a strong and
lasting commitment to transit use by their
employees.

· The Office of Planning and the deputy mayor
for economic development should maximize
our investment in Metro by encouraging a tight
mix of appropriate office, commercial, and
residential development around Metrorail
stations in their development plans.

· The mayor and the Department of Housing and
Community Development should work with
Fannie Mae, Fannie Mac, and other housing
finance companies to provide “Location Effi-
cient Mortgages,” which would allow low- and
moderate-income residents to purchase homes
with easy access to Metrorail and bus lines.

· Use the options you already have. Walk and bike
whenever possible. Call the Washington Metro-
politan Area Transportation Authority at (202)
637-7000 or visit www.wmata.com to get bus and
Metrorail schedules and Commuter Connections
at (800) 745-RIDE for telecommuting centers
and carpools.

· Talk with your Advisory Neighborhood Commis-
sion about what the District government can do
in your neighborhood to better serve your trans-
portation needs. Visit http://www.anc.dcgov.org.

· Call the Department of Public Works at (202)
673-6833 to see what activities and proposals
they have for traffic signal coordination, bicy-
cling, and road projects in your neighborhood.
Write them a follow-up letter to give them your
opinion and to ask questions.

· Support bicycle transit projects. Call the Wash-
ington Area Bicyclist Association at (202) 628-
2500 to learn about their current initiatives.

Transportation choices like trains, buses, taxi cabs, bike lanes, and wide sidewalks translate into economic opportunity for the District and its residents.

Kivi Leroux

Kivi Leroux

Kivi Leroux
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Parks have always been important compo-
nents of American cities. They are central to
Pierre L’Enfant’s plan for Washington. Green

spaces are valuable neighborhood amenities where
people meet and interact. We value parks for the
relaxation and recreation they provide and for the
increased beauty they bring to our neighborhoods.

But over time, as development pressures have
increased and cities have struggled to generate new
revenue, open spaces have been viewed as economic
liabilities requiring more upkeep than cities are
willing to provide. Our parks have been allowed to
deteriorate. Today, those that have been neglected are
seen as inaccessible and empty spaces, making them
vulnerable to inappropriate development. When
governments view parks as liabilities rather than
assets, they are often given away to developers for
free.

While most District parklands are federally
owned and protected, congressional mandates all too
often circumvent the law for individual or corporate
interests. Recent controversies involving parkland at
Oxon Cove (the proposed location for a prison in
Ward 8), Kingman and Heritage Islands (the pro-
posed location of an amusement park), and Rock
Creek Park (Bell Atlantic Mobile’s cell phone towers)
are recent and disturbing examples. These recent
battles to preserve green space and protect our
parklands in the District remind us of the impor-
tance of parks to our community. The tide must be

shifted so that access to green and
open spaces is considered a crucial
part of urban life.

Green space comprises over 20%
of the District’s area. Because the
federal government owns most of the
parkland, however, the District
government has had little involvement
with the management of parkland
overall. And, unfortunately, it has few
policies governing its use or protec-
tion.
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Rock Creek Park is one of the largest urban parks in the country, providing the city with recreation, wildlife  habitat, and environmental  benefits.

The U.S. National Arboretum provides a healthy buffer along the Anacostia River.

As the costs of sprawl mount and the District
becomes more attractive, developers will set their
sights on our precious parklands. More today than
ever, we must guard parklands against development.
Parkland should only be used to benefit the general
public. Developments such as a public nature educa-
tion center or a public boat rental facility should be
preferred to any private facility. As residents, we
should tell the mayor, the Department of Parks and
Recreation, and city economic development officials
that existing District parks must be protected and
preserved for everyone. The District must grow from
within by developing vacant lots, boarded-up houses,
and brownfields—not its green spaces.

We must also manage our parklands for maxi-
mum benefit. While ball fields, tennis courts, dog
runs, and other amenities are popular with residents,
they can compact or cover the soil, making it difficult
for native plants and wildlife to survive. Reserving
areas in our parks for native plants and no-mow
zones also provides a low-cost and effective way to
improve air and water quality and manage
stormwater runoff. These natural areas also provide
space for popular activities such as hiking, bird
watching, and fishing.

W
anda Bubriski

National Park Service
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Set on a high cliff that was spiritually significant
to the pre-Columbian native communities,
Meridian Hill was originally designed in the

early 1900s as a performing arts park. Before World
War II, the park was the scene of many District social
events. Lack of funding and poor management after
the war led to the park’s deterioration. By the 1980s,
it was a hub for crime
and drug trafficking in
the District. What once
was a thriving recre-
ational center was now
a worrisome threat to
the area’s residents.
Many neighbors in the
area moved to the
suburbs or other
neighborhoods in the
District.

In January 1990,
a group of local resi-
dents decided to take
back the park after a
neighborhood child died
as a result of crime in the park. The group they set
up came to be known as Friends of Meridian Hill.
Members walked around the neighborhood streets
and into the park at night, greeting everyone they
encountered and relaying an anti-drug and pro-

15

A livable city protects
 parks and open spaces.

community message. Over the years, Friends of
Meridian Hill revitalized the park with many com-
munity events including cleanups, concerts, and
youth groups activities. Their decade of dedication
has created a remarkable turnaround. The park is
now frequented by residents and tourists alike, and
the surrounding neighborhoods enjoy higher occu-

pancy rates and
renewed commercial
activity.

In 1989 Merid-
ian Hill had the
highest crime rate of
all the national parks
in the Capitol region.
Today, crime is down
95% and the park is
among the safest in
the nation. More than
250 performances
have been held there
in the last decade,

giving hope to Friends
of Meridian Hill that

the park can once again become the performing arts
park it was envisioned to be. The current planning
process by the National Park Service is creating
intense community interest, showing just how
important the park has become.

Bringing Our Parks Back to Life: The Meridian Hill Story

What You Can Do

W
anda Bubriski

What the District Government  Can Do

· The Department of Parks and Recreation should
make available an inventory of all the city’s
parks.

After years of decline, residents around Meridian Hill reclaimed the park as their own.

· Tell city officials to reject any nonpublic, non-
park development of District parks.

· Let the Department of Parks and Recreation or
the National Park Service know immediately
about needed repairs or maintenance in your
local park, as well as improper use. If the work is
not done, report this failure to the mayor’s office.
You and your neighbors can become stewards for
your neighborhood parks, building neighbor-
hood bonds and improving these green havens
for us all.

· The Department of Parks and Recreation should
also develop and make public a management and
funding plan for all the District’s parks.

· Inform the Metropolitan Police Department’s
Environmental Crimes Unit at (202) 645-4340 or
the National Park Police at (202) 619-7300 of any
illegal dumping that you observe or suspect.

· Contact Friends of Meridian Hill/Washington
Parks and People at (202) 462-7275 to find out
how you and your neighbors can adopt a park or
green space in your neighborhood.

· Participate in National Park Service neighbor-
hood meetings to provide your input in the
management and use of federal parkland. Tel:
(202) 619-7222.
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While the District may not have direct control over much of its parklands, trees are another
matter—and one that deserves our concern. According to American Forests, the District’s average
tree canopy declined from 37% in 1973 to 21% in 1997. More startling is the fact that heavy tree

canopy (50% or greater tree coverage) declined some 64%, to just 13% of the District’s total area.
Few people realize that not only does the the District lose about 4,000 trees each year to disease or old

age, during most of the 1990s, few of these trees were replaced due to budget cuts. Our neglect over the years
means that while there are 116,000 street tree spaces in the District, somewhere between 25,000 and 30,000
of these spaces are empty or contain dead or dying trees. We have a backlog of between 15,000 and 20,000
hazardous trees and limbs that need to be removed.

Urban trees save energy, clean our water, help with flood control, provide privacy, give wildlife a place
to live, and beautify the city. Trees prevent rain and other water from running directly into the Anacostia and
Potomac Rivers, filtering many impurities. Consider this: According to American Forests, from 1973 to 1997,
tree loss in the District resulted in a 34% increase in stormwater runoff. This loss translates into a $226
million cost to the District in runoff management expenses in that 24-year period.

The tree canopy also filters our air.
During the same time frame, the lost tree
canopy would have also removed about
354,000 pounds of sulfur dioxide, carbon
monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, ozone, and
particulate matter, at a cost of almost $1
million per year and the prevention of count-

less cases of respiratory ill-
nesses like asthma.

Because of shading and
evapotranspiration (cooling
through evaporation), trees
also dramatically reduce the
heat-island effect that makes
the District five to nine de-
grees hotter than the suburbs.
More trees can help all of us
“keep our cool” during the hot
summer months.
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Most people don’t think of Washington as a riverfront city, yet it is em-
braced by two rivers, the Anacostia and the Potomac. This waterfront is a valuable
asset, providing recreation, as well as desirable places to live and work. Other

cities like Chattanooga, Boston, and Portland have restored their waterfronts as engines for
economic development while enhancing the quality of life for residents. These cities discov-
ered that by cleaning up their waterways and waterfronts and creating more public access,
businesses and residents were attracted to their cities.

While many cities have economically revitalized their waterfronts, few have included
ecological revitalization in their plans by including space for wildlife habitat along with
more people-friendly places. In the District, we have the opportunity to be a national model
of environmental waterfront development by doing just that. Our challenge is to revitalize or
rebuild already developed areas along the waterfront, such as the Southeast Federal Center
and Buzzards Point, while preserving and restoring precious waterside parkland and creat-
ing access to the city’s shoreline.

Current zoning for waterfront parcels does not go far enough to protect the river and its
waterfront or to provide public access. Developers should be encouraged to use the latest
techniques in green design and provide public access. For example, a 200-foot green buffer is
essential to mitigate runoff into the river and to protect habitat. Buffers can also provide
waterfront promenades and fishing points.

Mt. Pleasant volunteers participate in a neighborhood tree planting organized by GreenStreets
Initiative.

(continued on next page)

M
ara Cherkasky
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A livable city makesA livable city makesA livable city makesA livable city makesA livable city makes
 room for nature. room for nature. room for nature. room for nature. room for nature.

Without a buffer, paved surfaces that go right to
the water’s edge allow polluted roadway runoff to
pour straight into the river. Runoff from hot pave-
ment in the summer can also elevate river tempera-
tures, starving fish of oxygen.

Adding to the problem is the city’s antiquated
combined sewage overflow (CSO) system, which
allows untreated sewage to flow into the Anacostia
and Potomac Rivers and Rock Creek during heavy
rains. The system, like much of the District’s infra-
structure, has been neglected for years. Cleaning up
our waterways will require the Water and Sewer
Authority to make repairing and upgrading our
infrastructure a priority.

While the Potomac River cleanup is well on its
way, the Anacostia sadly lags behind. Along with
pollution from sewers and runoff, the Anacostia also
has a high level of contaminated sediments from
sources including federal and industrial facilities,
leaking underground storage tanks, and discharges
upstream in Maryland.

· The Department of Public Works, the Office of
Planning, and the deputy mayor for economic
development should make protecting and replac-
ing our city’s street trees a priority in their
projects, including more and larger planting
strips in sidewalk redevelopment.

· The Office of Planning and the deputy mayor for
economic development should make the District
a model of green waterfront redevelopment.

· The mayor should work with the Water and
Sewer Authority to identify and apply for the

What the District Government Can Do

What You Can Do

federal funds essential to solving the combined
sewage overflow problem.

· Implement the May 1999 “Anacostia Six Point
Action Plan” (www.anacostia.net/
sixpoint.htm) signed by Mayor Williams,
Governor Glendening, and executives from
Prince George’s and Montgomery Counties.

· Use Water and Sewer Authority resources to
stop stormwater at the source and to cooperate
on setting pollution limits (called TMDLs) for
the Anacostia.

·  Advocate the planting of more trees and native
plants in our parks.

· Work with your neighborhood organizations to
educate residents on how to care for street trees
and water them during dry spells.

· Don’t let trash and non-biodegradable detergents
from car washing, motor oil, antifreeze, or other
contaminants run down the storm drain—they go
right into the river.

· Educate yourself about downspout disconnect
and rain barrel programs to prevent stormwater
runoff.

· Landscape your yard with native plants. Once
established, they need far less water and they
provide better habitat for native wildlife.

· Contact organizations like the Anacostia Water-
shed Citizen’s Advisory Committee, the DC Soil
and Water Conservation District Citizen’s
Advisory Committee, and the Anacostia River
Business Coalition to learn about ways to help.

· Volunteer to plant trees or do other restoration
work with the Anacostia Watershed Society
and with the Watts Branch Streambank Stabili-
zation Project of the DC Department of Health.

W
anda Bubriski

A view from Anacostia Park shows the two faces of the Anacostia River.
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Bringing about change requires an overall
strategy. All too often, well-intentioned
advocacy attempts fail because they lack

organization and structure. To maximize your
chances of success, follow these guiding principles:

1. Organize. There are three important reasons
for organizing. Organizations have more credibility
than individuals do. Your organization members
bring a variety of perspectives and skills that ener-
gize and sustain your advocacy effort. Organizations
bring increased community contacts and awareness.
The earlier you get involved, the more likely you are
to succeed.

2. Persist. Persistence is your greatest tool. If
public officials know that you are never going away,
they will eventually listen to you. In the future, they
will listen to you sooner. Even when local govern-
ment and transportation agencies support your aims,
they can take months and sometimes years to make
decisions. Advocacy groups must maintain a pres-
ence, attending the seemingly endless meetings and
dealing with agency procedures.

3. Provide Solutions and Alternatives. You
can oppose and stop a bad project. But if possible, use
the opportunity to offer an alternative plan to im-
prove your neighborhood. Suggesting a realistic

alternative can build credibility for
your group. Also, some people in the
opposing camp may agree with you.
They cannot support your position
publicly, but they may be able to
support alternative plans presented as
a compromise.

4. Respect Your Opponents.
Make an effort to understand other
positions and issues. Be courteous to
your opponents. If you are a commit-
ted advocate, you are going to see these
people again, and being personally
negative is not an effective strategy.
Don’t make negative assumptions
about public officials, bureaucrats, and
their employees. In fact, you should
cultivate friendly contacts with them.
These allies can supply helpful back-
ground information. Just remember
this rule: never name your sources,
even to advocacy colleagues. A reputa-
tion for discretion is invaluable.

5. Develop Coalitions with
Other Groups. Working with coali-
tions may seem messy, unclear, and
inefficient, even for the most commit-
ted. It is difficult but necessary to keep
everyone informed and to work

through each group’s issues. (Email lists and phone
trees are a great way to keep in touch and even
discuss issues without having to meet face to face
every time.) Your group may have to modify its goals
to reach consensus with others. But in the end,
coalitions have a greater range of talents and far
more clout than individual organizations. Further-
more, officials who are reluctant to appear to concede
to the demands of a specific advocacy group will
more easily compromise with a coalition that repre-
sents a broad cross section of the community.

6. Get Expert Help. Professionals—engineers,
lawyers, architects, planners, preservationists, and
others—speak the same language that public agencies
do, which makes them invaluable. With luck, you can
find professionals who share your views and will
provide services for free. You must also understand
the review processes for any project you want to
support, defeat, or modify. Large projects go through
several reviews (environmental, historical, and
planning, to name a few), usually mandated by
District or federal law, that include opportunities for
public comment. You must also know where the
project is in the process. Make a timeline of public
meetings and when to contact the news media, public
officials, and decisionmakers.

7. Follow the Money. The city budget is the
road map that the city government follows in imple-
menting all its various projects and programs.
Though it can be a difficult document to read, study-
ing the budget will help you understand which
decisionmakers you need to approach about your
group’s concerns or proposals. If you know how
much money is available, where the money is coming
from, past funding, and exactly what funds are being
allocated before you approach city officials, your
group will be considerably more effective and cred-
ible in setting and achieving your goals.

8. Have Fun. A shared experience with other
people striving for something you truly believe in is a
great reward. When you get involved in your commu-
nity, you make new friends, you acquire new skills,
and you develop contacts that might be useful in your
work. When you walk down the street, you enjoy the
difference you made. When the going gets tough,
maintain a sense of humor and a sense of the ridicu-
lous. Enjoy small victories along the way. Have fun
so that you can persist and ensure ongoing volunteer
involvement. And don’t forget the refreshments!
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The following list of resources is only a
sample of the community, environmental, and
government organizations that can provide

you with the information and tools needed to help
make the District a more livable city.

General Resources

Coalition for Smarter Growth
Stewart Schwartz, Director
Tel: (202) 588-5570
Email: stopsprawl@aol.com
www.smartergrowth.net

DC Agenda
Tel: (202) 223-2598. Fax: (202) 233-2604.
Email: info@dcagenda.org
www.dcagenda.org
Provides information, technical assistance, and
resources to improve the governance and the quality
of life in the city.

DC Government
Tel: (202) 727-1000
www.washingtondc.gov
For information on DC neighborhoods, click on
“Neighborhoods and ANC”

DC Watch
www.dcwatch.com
A non-governmental, online magazine covering city
politics and public affairs, as well as providing
resources for civic activists and background material
on legislation and current events.

Environmental Protection Agency, Region III
Tel: (800) 438-2474
Email: r3public@epa.gov
www.epa.gov/region3

Federation of Citizens Associations of the
District of Columbia
Tel: (202) 338-5164

Friends of the Earth/D.C. Environmental
Network
Tel: (202) 783-7400
www.foe.org/ptp/dc/index.html
Forum for local and national environmental organi-
zations to learn about environmental issues in the
District.

Sierra Club New Columbia Chapter
Tel: (202) 488-0505 for local leader information
www.sierraclub.org/chapters/dc

Sierra Club Appalachian Regional Office
Joy Oakes, Senior Regional Representative
Tel: (703) 312-0533
Email: joy.oakes@sierraclub.org

Social Action and Leadership School for
Activists (SALSA)
Tel: (202) 234-9382
www.hotsalsa.org
Provides a skills training program for community
activism.

Sprawl Watch Clearinghouse
Allison Smiley, Director
Tel: (202) 974-5133
Email: allison@sprawlwatch.org
Stays abreast of current urban development issues.

Sustainable Washington Alliance
Email: swampnet@capaccess.org
www.swampnet.org
Provides extensive directory of local groups and
calendar of events.

Washington Regional Network For Livable
Communities
Deborah Katz, Coordinator
Tel: (202) 667-5445. Fax: (202) 667-4491.
Email: debkatz@megsinet.net
Advocates for responsible transportation invest-
ments, land use patterns, and community designs

Historic Preservation

DC Heritage Tourism Coalition
Kathryn S. Smith, Executive Director
Tel: (202) 661-7581
Consists of over 75 cultural institutions, historic
houses, museums, ethnic organizations, and commu-
nity development corporations.

DC Historic Preservation Division of Dept. of
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
Tel: (202) 442-4570
Free maps available listing D.C. Historic Inventory;
applications for Historic Landmark Designation.

DC Preservation League
Tel: (202) 955-5616
Email: dcpreserv@aol.com
www.dcpreservation.org

Georgetown Heritage Trust and Potomac
Heritage Partnership (Heritage US)
Tel: (202) 338-6222

Resources
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Heritage Preservation Services
(National Center for Cultural Resources Stewardship
and Partnership Programs, National Park Service)
Tel: (202) 442-4570
Email: HPS-info@nps.gov
www.cr.nps.gov
Provides financial assistance, including tax incen-
tives for historic buildings, educational guidance, etc.

Historical Society of Washington, DC
Tel: (202) 785-2068
www.hswdc.org

National Trust for Historic Preservation,
Southern Field Office
Tel: (202) 588-6107
www.nthp.org

Washingtoniana Division, Martin Luther
King, Jr. Memorial Public Library
Tel: (202) 727-1213
www.dclibrary.org/washingtoniana
For history of Washington through maps, census
reports, bibliography, archives, photo collections, etc.

Schools

DC Congress of Parents and Teachers/ PTA
Linda Moody, President
Tel: (202) 543-0333

DC Council Education Committee
Kevin Chavous, Chair
Tel: (202) 724-8000
Email: kpchavous@dccouncil.washington.dc.us

DC-PACE (Parents and Community for
Education)
Susan Gushue
Tel: (202) 526-1632

DC Public Schools: D.C. Board of Education
Tel: (202) 442-4226 (superintendent’s office)
Tel: (202) 442-4289 (general)
www.k12.dc.us

Emergency Transitional Education Board of
Trustees
Maudine Cooper, Chair
Tel: (202) 442-5454

Parents United for the DC Public Schools
Tel: (202) 518-3667

21st Century School Fund
Mary Filardo
Tel: (202) 745-3745
Email: t21stcsf@erols.com
www.dcschoolsearch.com

Housing

DC Department of Housing and Community
Development
Tel: (202) 442-7200

Downtown Housing Now Committee
Charlie Doctor, Chair
Tel: (202) 628-6800
Civic watchdog on downtown zoning and advocates
for construction of downtown housing

HUD’s Storefront Office
Tel: (202) 523-4400
www.hud.gov (HUD’s Homes and Communities)
www.hud.gov/local/(HUD Washington D.C. Field
Office)

Manna, Inc.
Tel: (202) 832-1845
www.mannadc.org
Nonprofit housing developer working to for afford-
able home-ownership and community building.

National Low Income Housing Coalition
Tel: (202) 662-1530. Fax: (202) 393-1973.
Email: info@nlihc.org
www.nlihc.org
An education and advocacy organization solely
dedicated to ending America’s affordable housing
crisis.

Neighborhood Action
Tel: (202) 727-0882. Fax: (202) 544-4527.
www.neigborhoodaction.dcgov.org

Neighborhood Stabilization Program
Tel: (202) 442-7294 (east). (202) 442-4326 (west).

Land Use

American Institute of Architects, Center for
Livable Communities
Stephanie Bothwell, Director
Tel: (202) 626-7405
Email: sbothwell@aiamail.aia.org
www.e-architect.com/gov/livable/home.asp
Has survey of State and Local Officials on Livable
Communities

DC Department of Health Brownfields
Program
Tel: (202) 442-9237
www.dchealth.com/EHA/welcome.htm
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Environmental Building News
Tel: (802) 257-7300
Email: info@ebuild.com
www.ebuild.com
Provides energy-efficient, resource-efficient, and
healthy building practices, including a guide to
1000+ green building products and materials.

Environmental Law Institute
Tel: (202) 939-3800
www.eli.org

NorthEast-Midwest Institute
Tel: (202) 544-5200
www.nemw.org/brownfields.htm

SmartGrowth Network
Tel: (202) 962-3591
Email: info@smartgrowth.org
www.smartgrowth.org
Works with business and governments for construc-
tion, development investment, and financing.

Transportation

Action Committee for Transit
Harry Sanders, Chair
Tel: (301) 587-1323

Commuter Connections
(800) 745-RIDE
www.mwcog.org/commuter/ccindex.html
Network of transportation organizations to help
businesses facilitate telework and find carpool, Metro
station, and bus information

Network of Employers for Traffic Safety
Tel: (202) 452-6005
www.trafficsafety.org

U.S. Department of Transportation
Tel: (888) DASH-2-DOT
Email: dot.comments@ost.dot.gov
www.dot.gov

Washington Area Bicyclist Association
Ellen Jones, Director
Tel: (202) 628-2500
www.waba.org

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority
Tel: (202) 637-7000
www.wmata.com
Authority administering buses and Metrorail.

Parks

Audubon Naturalist Society
Tel: (301) 652-9188

DC Department of Parks and Recreation
Robert Newman, Director
Tel: (202) 673-7665
Email: RNewman@dcgov.org

DC Trees and Landscape Division
Saundra Hill
Tel: (202) 727-5319
Tel: (202) 727-5514 (to register tree problems)

GreenStreets Initiative
Tel: (202) 986-0858
www.greenstreets.org
A volunteer organization working in the Columbia
Heights and Mt. Pleasant neighborhoods that plants
and cares for street trees.

People’s Alliance for Rock Creek (PARC)
Rick Morgan
Tel: (202) 364-3663

Washington Parks and People
Steve Coleman, Executive Director
Tel: (202) Go2-Park (462-7275)
Email: cityparks@yahoo.com

Rivers

Anacostia Watershed Citizen’s Advisory
Committee
John Garner
Tel: (202) 547-4124

Anacostia Watershed Restoration Committee
John Galli
Tel: (202) 962-3348
David Shepp
Tel: (202) 962-3349
www.anacostia.net

Anacostia Watershed Society
Robert Boone, Director
Tel: (301) 699-6204
Email: josh@anacostiaws.org
www.anacostiaws.org

DC Watershed Protection Division
Gilda Allen
Tel: (202) 535-2239
Email: gallen@mail.environ.state.dc.us

Earth Conservation Corps
Tel: (202) 554-1960
Email: lkozak@earthconcorps.org
www.earthconcorps.org



1. U Street Neighborhood
2. Nichols School
3. Oyster School
4. Sumner School
5. Anacostia Historic District
6. Southeast Federal Center
7. Waterside Mall
8. MCI Center
9. ECC/PEPCO site

10. ECC Pumphouse
11. Union Station
12. Rock Creek Park
13. Oxon Cove
14. Kingman and Heritage Islands
15. Anacostia Park
16. U.S. National Arboretum
17. Meridian Hill Park

DC Locations Featured
 in This Report
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