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Local historian and Secretary of the Offaly Historical and Archacological Society, MICHAEL BYRNE looks over the diary of an Offaly landowner and High Sheriff, Maxwell Fox
for the year 1868. Maxwell Fox resided at Annaghmore House, near Tullamore, which was recently in the news, both locally and nationally, due to the auction of three sculptures from
the house by Sotheby's.

The Lifte Of A King's County [Offaly]
Landowner And High Sheriff In The 1860s

The Diary Of Maxwell Fox Of Annaghmore House, Near Tullamore PART

WHAT brought Barry Fox to
Annaghmore from Longford is
unclear. Perhaps it was the old
connections with the county
through the marriage of his
ancestor Patrick Fox of Fox
Hall, Longford to Fran
Herbert of Durrow. Miss
Herbert was the daughter and
heiress of Sir Edward Herbert
of Durrow by Lady Hester
Lambart, daughter of the earl
of Cavan. Patrick Fox died
without ue about 1735,
Barry Fox was intimate with
Lord Tullamore and his family
at a time when Tullamore was
as the zenith of his influence in
the late 1820s and 1830s. Like
his ancestors at Durrow Bany
Fox participated in
affairs and was himself hwh
sheriff of Longford in 1831
and a member of the Longford
Girand Jury in 1833 and by the
mid-1830s, was also serving
on the King’s County Grand
Jury in a prominent cap:
He had been active
Longford county politics. i
the 1820s and carly 183(
the conservative interest. His
brother Charles Fox had
sought a vacant Longford seat
in the house of commons on
the death of Viscount Forbes
in 1836, Luke White won the
seat on a repeal ticket but was
unseated and Fox declared
elected on 5 May 1837, but
lost the seat in the general
clection of the same year.
Another cousin, Richard
Maxwell Fox, was elected on a
Repeal ticket in 1847 and
again in 1852, It would be
interesting to know how Barry
Fox managed his Roscore
estate and what political influ-
ence he sought to bring to bear
on his own tenants. The
Conservative interest began to
wane in King’s County in
1832 first with the lost of a
seal by Bernard in favour of
FitzSimon in 1832 and second.
the loss of the Oxmantown
seat in 1834. Although the
Conservatives were back in
power in 1841 they seldom
thereafter carried seats in
King’s County. In Longford
the electoral experience after
1835 was unique in that
Longford was the only county
in the country where the con-
servatives failed to secure
even one of the two county
seats, even in the 1860s. That
Barry Fox could be vengeful
about tenants not voting in

of chancery and was eventual-
ly to develop signs of insanity
before his death in 1851. It is
no wonder that Maxwell Fox
should have been close to
Alfred Bury, a younger son of
Lord Tullamore as both of
them were at Eton in the late
1830s and both returned to
participate in local affairs in
the 186 But if Lord
Tullamore, the second early,
had removed himself from
local affairs by 1844 not so
Barry Fox who, for example,
attended  a  meeting in
Kilcormac in July 1846 incon-
nection with unemployment in
the district. Elected as chair-
man of the board of guardians
of the Tullamore Union in
December 1860 he also served
on the board of superinten-
dence of Tullamore gaol.
Bar Fox died on 6
November 1863 at 14,
Esplanade, Dover, aged 74. It
W nuled in his obituary that
he a grand juror of the
cuumy and one of the oldest
and most respected of the
magistracy. His son, Captain
Maxwell Fox. RN. (retired)
succeeded to the property.

Maxwell Fox was born in
1826, some six years before
Alfred Bury but only two
years before the third earl of
Charleville. Maxwell Fox was
educated at Eton and subse-
quemly entered the Royal
as a young man where
W much service on the
Chinese station and in the
B Itic. His joining the navy

Sir_Frang

uncle, s
Beaufort, the naval officer and

ldmulh

hydrographer.  Fox  served
under Commodore Lambert
on board the battleship
Serpent at the bombardment of
Rangoon in the Burmean War
of 1852 for which he w
awarded a gold medal. He also
received distinctions for his
part in the Crimean campaign
and was at the bombing of
Svenborg in charge of the ship
Cornwallis under Admiral
Dundas. He retired with the
rank of captain in 1864, a year
after his father’s death and
obviously to come back to
Ireland to manage his estates.
In good military fashion he
wasted no time in acquiring
the attributes of domesticity
and within the decent interval
of twelve months he married

Ross House, home of Coote, near

later served on the visiting
committee of Tullamore gaol
and as an ex-officio guardian
uf Tullamore union  work-
house. Like his Biddulph
neighbours in Killoughy he
was prominent in the Ormond
and King’s County Hunt.
Maxwell Fox appears to
have had a good relationship
with his tenants apart from the
troubled 1880s when few
landlords escaped such diffi-
culties. At the beginning of the
year 1868 just before he
assumed the office of high
sheriff the King's County
Chronicle published a flatter-
ing note as to his good rela-
tions with his tenants. The
Chronicle always looked to
the English modcl of landlord-
tenant relationships as the
desideratum for Ireland and
was quick to seize on any
opportunity that might some-
how support its view. Maxwell
Fox and his younger brother,
William Waller Fox. attended
a party of the Roscore tenantry
in December 1867 at which
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accordance with their land-

s instructions is clear
ituation that arose in
Longford in 1835. Here,
mmsdxakely after the election,
he had sought to punish ten
ants of his Edgeworth in-laws
who had voted differently to
their landlord. This was done
by obliging them to discharge
the *hanging-gale’of rent (i.c.
the rent due to the previous
rent-day which the landlord
allowed the tenant to hold). In
the end the tenants were able
to pay, much to the satisfaction
of Maria Edgeworth and her
brother who did not support
“the prsmpua\e and presump-
tuous” action of Barry Fox.
His depmure to live in'King’s
County at this time may not
have been unwelcome to
Maria Edgeworth.  Barry
departure for the army
after h s death leaving
young (.hiltlren in the care of
others in his family or in pub-
lic schools was a sad end for
h plans for Annaghmore. The
ancial failure of Lord
Iullamme by the late 1830s
and the closing of
Charleville with the sale of all
the stock and cattle in 1844
was another bitter blow to fif-
teen years of close friendship
with Lord Tullamore, no
impecunious second earl. The
earl departed for Berlin where
he was obliged to live on a
small stipend from the courts

Florence Jane (or “Flo® as she
generally described in the
diary) eldeést daughter of Sir
Andrew Buchanan, Bart, the
ambassador to the court of St
Petersburg.  Florence, if the
diary is anything to go by, was
delicate ~and prone  to
headaches and neuralgia. She
died in 1882 while in Biarritz
and like her sister-in-law,
Charlotte Coote (nee Fox),
who married in the same year
of 1865, there was no issue of
cither marriage. Except for
that of the neighbour, Mrs
Thomason living at Mount
Pleasant, children do not fea-
ture in the diary. Machll Fox
married, 1886
when aged sixty, Edith
Edgeworth of  Kilshrewly,
County Longford, the eldest
daughter of Revd Essex
Fnlbc\vorlh Fox died at
hall, County Longford on

14 September 1899 having
had issue by his second
riage including a son, Essex
Barry Fox, born 1888 and two
daughters,” Sophia and_Vera.
Sophi; as born in March
1387 and Vera about 1892. As
is clear from the diary and in
the fool~tep~ of his father, he
playc«l a minor role in local
ving as high sheriff’

in ng
in County Longford in 1885,
As soon as he returned to
Ireland in 1864 he took his
place on the grand jury and

the dancing was kept up to a
late hour. Maxwell Fox went
on record as saying that by his
attendance and that of his wife
and his brother he hoped to
cultivate the good feeling that
should exist between landlord
and tenant, Fox was glad to
note that the King's County
was (so far) free of Fenianism
and that in a county that *a few
years ago was considered one
of the most disturbed counties
in Ireland, but now it is more
free from crime than most
LOL\I]U °. The health of the
bailiff, Mr Cummins, was
b s . junior,
proposed the vote of thanks to
the landlord and his wife for
coming among them.
happy situation did not survive
the carly 1880s. The Chronicle
in April 1882 gave the impres-
sion that matters had been set-
tled amicably on the Maxwell
Fox estate and rents paid
except in a few instances. This
was said to be in line with the
tenants of Lady Howard Bury
at Croghan and those of Revd
Al;,emon Coote while the ten-
on the Geashill estate
till holding out for a rent
abatement. Curiously a r::pml
of 1886 of
Tullamore of ¢
seized for non-payment of rent
related 1o holdings of Joseph
Cummins, now a poor law
guardian, of Roscore in Rahan
parish and John Guinan of the
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same place. The cattle were
bought in by the tenants’
friends and thereby the rent
due and costs paid. The forced
sale in the presence of the
Land League Tullamore com-
mittee and a large crowd was

a
| and his auctioneer, Mr
Atkins and had to be moved to
the courthouse grounds for
fety. Furthermore the legal
action drew the condemnation
of the Rahan branch of the
National League where it was
noted that all the landlords
here (in the parish of Rahan)
had dealt with the tenants
except Maxwell Fox and
Jonathan Goodbody. The then
agent of the Fox estate,
Gieorge Frend, was singled out
as being anything but a friend
of the tenantry. According to
the Midland Tribune report tthe
sheriff’s sales were the first for
a considerable time in the
‘Tullamore area. In the locally

circulated Midland Tribune of

the following week, Jonathan
Goodbody was also criticised
for his treatment of his tenants
in the townlands of Ballina
and Derries. On 28 January
1886 the Midland Tribune
again attacked the ‘Roscore
couplet’ f Wal and
Maxwell Fox for seizing a
horse and cow of two orphan
children on the estate by the
name of Brien on foot of a
decree of a half-year’s rent of
£6. The rent struggle lasted
from J‘muarf until at_least

ay 1886 when the Midland
Tribune urged Waller and
Maxwell Fox to relent and
negotiate. The brothers had
taken the unusual step of pub-
ing a letier in the same
issue addressed to the Roscore
tenants.

Tenants of Roscore before
you finally commit yourselves
to a course of action, which
must bring you and your fami-
lies to ruin and render you
homeless. we write in friend-
ship to urge you to consider
what you are doing. You know
well as we do that your
rents are fair — that you have
always been justly treated —
and up 1o a 'Imrl time ago
there had s been a
friendly fee]mg between us:
but you have been misled by
the teachings the League,
and those teachings will ruin
you. The ¢

one for sub-sheriff

Dublin in 1892, held to protest
against  Gladstone’s  Third
Home Rule Bill. At the time
of his retirement he was farm-
ing in a small way with only
some 20 horses and cattle and
150 pure bred Shropshire
sheep and lambs.

Maxwell Fox’s sister,
Charlotte, married in 1865
(the same year as her brother)
the Revd Maxwell Coote, son
of Colonel Chidley Coote.
Coote features in the 1868
diary because he lived at Ross
House, Screggan, Tullamore
and was the rector of the
extensive Killoughy parish in
which Annaghmore is situate,
l'mm 1868 to 1905.  Ralph
Iso mentioned in_the
Brookfield
se in Lynally parish where
Barry Fox also had property.
Ralph preceded his nephew as
rector of Killoughy and held
that office from 1827 until his
death in 1868. As such he must
surely have been an intimate at

nnaghmore from the time of
the refurbishment of the house
for Barry Fox in the 1830s.
Ralph Coote died on 24
November 1868 (there were
no diary entries for November
of December of that year) and
by Iu~ wxl] gave a sum of
his  nephew,

‘v[axwell u) be invested for
him and made him his execu-
tor and residuary legatee. It
was hardly surprising that his
nephew would be well known
in the Fox household.
Maxwell Coote, when he died
n 1905, was described as the
father of the Meath diocese
d was generous to poor
ishes in his district, By his
will he left £2,000 to
rish and £1,000

each to  Tullamore and
Ballyboy. The residue of his
estate amounting to ¢. £30,000
he gave to the poor parishes of
the diocese. Mrs Charlotte
Coote had died in 1905, three
months before her husband,
and there was no issue of the
marriage of some forty years.
At the time of his death
Maxwell Coote lived at Ross
House near Screggan. His will
of 1881 led to a law case. Fox
v Representative  Church
Body. to deal with certain
aspects of the will and the
gross estate valued at £39.000.
It was decided by Judge
Meredith that all the money

should g0 to the
Representative Church Body.
To the hymn ‘The Church’s
one foundation” new commun-
ion rails and a lectern in
Killoughy church were dedi-
cated to the memory of Mr and
Mrs Coote some two weeks
before the judgment by (he
Master
Notwithstanding such munifi-
cence Killoughy church was
closed some thirty years ago
and is now a private residen
The bishop had in his 1907
address referred to days of
trial ahead.

The funeral of the eldest
daughter of Barry Fox took
place to Lynally, Tullamore in
July 1906. Miss Mary Anne
l-ux died. aged 78, at the home
of her last surviving brother,
Waller, at  Fox  Hall,
Edgeworthstown. The mourn-
ers included the daughters of
the late Judge O’Connor
Morris “The Misses O’Connor
Morris™ of (l(\l’(lhll"()l!d and
that of the overnor of
Tullamore gao].
Fetherstonhaugh -

Fetherstonhaugh. The imme-
diate mourners were Captain
Waller Fox and the widow of
Maxwell Fox, by his
marriage and their
dren, Sophy. Barry and Vera.
Mrs Maxwell Fox lived on at
Annaghmore until 1919 and
had the good fortune to sell the
place just before the Anglo-
Irish War and the Civil War.
Mrs Fox was active for vari-
ous charities including a *sale
of work” in aid of the parish at
Annaghmore in October 1907.
The youngest daughter, Vera,
was éngaged 1o be married to
Lt. John Victor Drought of
Lettybrook near Cadamstown
in 1915, but this did not pro-
ceed as a further engagement
was announced to a Captain
Young of Bath in 1921. Mrs
Fox remained on Annaghmore
for some twenty years after the
death of her husband, but may
have only been resident for
part of the time. The house
appears to have been vacant at
the time of the 1901 census,
but she was in residence in
1911 when the next census
was taken. The house was
described as having twenty
eight rooms occupied by six
people inclusive of Mrs Fox,
her daughter Vera and four

servants. Mrs Fox was in that
year aged fifty five with
Dublin as her birthplace. Vera
was nineteen and, of course,
single. OF the servants, three
were women and one, Thomas
Edwards was presumably the
chauffeur and male help. Two
were Church of Ireland and
two were Roman Catholic.
Mrs  Fox sold the
Annaghmore estate_in 1919
and moved to 5 Fitzwilliam
Square, Dublin. The purchaser
was Patrick J. Egan, son of
Henry Egan, a leading
Tullamore ~nationalist - who
died in May of
Patrick J.
juror and w.
a Cumann na nGaedhael l'D
for Laois-Offaly from 1923
until the first election in 1927,
Egan was given a rousing wel-
come in Tullamore on his
return after his election win in
early September 1923. A bon-
fire was lit in O’Connor
Square and he was introduced
to the assembled public by
John Williams, At the meeting
I’ Egan urged the republican
to come into the new
D( | and work for economic
success. He was chairman of
the Offaly County Council
from 1928 until 1934 and died
in 1960. At an appeal on the
valuation of the Annaghmore
property before the circuit
court judge, William Gleeson,
in 1936, Egan told the judge
that he had bought the proper-
ty for £6,669 and that it con-
sisted of the mansion hou:
400 acres of land and 70 uuu
he land had a value of
s. per acre as compared
to 11s. for the rest of the coun-
ty. Annaghmore was dated by
gan to 1805 and he said it
had thirteen rooms and some
fifty five offices and
insured for £17,000.
Commissioners of Valuation
had reduced the valuation of
Annaghmore from £51. 155. to
7. Egan’s auctioneer, Jam
Hdnlon introduced some levi-
ty into the dull proceedings
when he informed the court
that the residence of the late
James  Locke, Ardnaglue
House, near Kilbeggan was
going to be pulled down by
Jack McGuinness at a cost of
£300 while Lettybrook had
been given to a farmer by the
Land Commission and the val-
uation reduced to £15 from
£ The high quality
Buldul h house at
V[omygumccn near Kinnitty,
had been given to a Mr Nugent
and the poor law valuation
(plv) reduced from £66 to
The former Baron
at Newtown
shill had had its p.l.v.
from £28 w0 14,

that year.

I\c

reducnd
Some of the great house own-

ers were, Hanlon told the
court, keeping poultry and
sheep on the ground floor.
Hanlon overplayed his hand
and the appeal on the
Annaghmore valuation failed
with no order as to costs
Gleeson thought the hou:
was well suited to Mr Egan
and that it struck him that Mr
Egan was a prosperous gentle-
m; was nearly everybody
in Tullamore. In fact he was
more inclined to increase the
valuation. It was P.J. Egan’s
eldest son, H.L. (Larry) Egan
who had victory in another
arena when his horse, Jack
Chaucer, won the Red Cross
Steeplechase in carly 1940
carning another bonfire in
O’Connor Square and hun-
dreds of people assembled in
Tullamore to  meet him.
Annaghmore was sold by Pat
I:gdn 10 the Land Commission

in 1949-50 and the land dis-

offered would have enabled
you to pay what you owe us.
But you were not allowed to
do so. You may still think we
will give in, but you mistake.
ook on it as a duty and a
principle not to do so. and
would sooner let the land lie
idle at Roscore than be dictat-
ed to by the League, which we
consider the ruin of our coun-
try and her people.
Your true friends.
Maxwell Fox
W. Waller Fox
It is clear that some tenants
were evicted from the I-ux
estate, one being a
Masterson who was put out in
1884 and, as an evicted tenant,
was living in a wooden hut and
claiming reinstatement some
lwcnl)’ years later in July
1904. Maxwell Fox had sold
up his own farm in 1896 prior
to  his departure from
Annaghmore and died sudden-
ly at Fox Hall, Longford on 14
September 1899. In his later
years he had maintained his
mter litics and was one
of the King’s County delegates
at the Unionist Convention in

Brittas Castle. TT2802

tributed with a large portion
being sold to the Phillips fam-
ily. The house was sold by the
Philips family now with only
about ten acres in 1968 for
£28,000. The new owners
were an Irish-American cou-
ple, Harold and Audrey

O’Brien_from Trenton, Nsw
Jersey. Mr O'Brien died in
October 2002 and his wife in
June 2009. But for the
O’Briens the house might not
have survived to the present
time. The present owner is Mr
John McEvoy of Killurin,
Killeigh who had taken care of
the house on behalf of the
often absent O’Briens for
many years. Patrick Egan died
in May 1960 at his house,
Kilcruttin, Tullamore, at the
age of 84. He was survived by
four children and was proba-
bly the last person then living
to have served on the King's
County grand jury of whmh

s redecessor

Annaghmore had been mI,h
sherifT ninety-two years earli-
er. The Fox family had occu-
pied Annaghmore  for almost
cighty-five years, the Egans
for thirty “years and the

O’Briens for forty years. Little
urvive from

or no furnishin
the original hou:
statuary which rel
for sale by Sothebys in July
2010. However, the new bow-
fronted rooms of the 1830s
remain in good shape albeit
alterations to the front
windows. The lake once to the
front of the house and possibly
the reason why Major Fox pur-
sed the property is long
one. The somewhat rebel-
ious tenants of the Roscore
estate of the 1880s succeeded
in their quest to become tenant
proprietors.
The diary entries
Turning to the high sheriff”
diary of 1868 it should be said
that there is little touching on
the public domain or the poli-
tics of the day save perhaps his
account of the ceremonies for
the judges S.
Neveriheless, it is interestin
to observe the daily routine of
an Offaly landowner in the
days before rapid transport or
creation other than cards,
reading, shooting and fishing.
JANUARY 1868
Wednesday 1 January
veryone late this morning
after last night's dissipation,
Waller and I walked to Church
- very few people there.
Returned by 2 to luncheon. Aft
lunch, preparing Xmas tree at
4; 40 children were regaled
with tea and cake, and bread
and jam, after which they all
came up to the lobby and
received their presents from
off the tree which was very
pretty and very well arranged.
The children enjoyed it very
much.  Clharlotte]  and
Max[well Coote, her husband]
attended and played with the
children.
Thursday 2 January
Went to Tullamore on car to
attend gaol board. Luncheon
with Fetherstone in the gaol
called on Dr. Ridley about
Mrs. Marshall and returned
home. Played whist after din-
n

o
3

er.

Friday 3 January

Spliting  wood  all  the
forenoon. After luncheon, Dr.
Ridley came to see Mrs.
Marshall drove in his trap to
Doyle’s gate and walked back.
Amr dinner played whist and

Salurday 4 January

Splitting  fire  wood in
Florence's garden, and writing
letters. Charlotte and Max
arrived and went to the lake to
see the skaters; came back to
luncheon after which the
Coote's departed. 1 went to
split wood. Played whist after
dinner.

Sunday 5 January:

Walked with  Waller to
church, a cold day.

onday 6 January:
Drove in dog cart with Dick

o Blue Ball attended
Dispensary (of course no
guardian ~was there) then

walked to Roscore, inspected
ewes with Dick. looked at
ploughing and returned to
luncheon at 2. Walked with

Flo to Lambs after luncheon
then burnt a beech stump in
middle clump. Doing
accounts with Waller [Fox] il
the evening.

Tuesday 7 January:

Went out shooting Clonad
bottoms ~ fox, ducks etc..
Waller shot 1 teal, 1 partridge.
and 1 rabbit. I wounded a
duck. After dinner played
whist. Mrs. Marshall a little
better.

Wednesday 8 January:

Cutting beech for fire wood
in Doyles clump all day with

After luncheon - Dick
aelhng tmips at 16 shilling
per ton - finished cutting down
and snagging 3 trees. After




dinner played whist. Mrs.
Marshall not mending much.

Thursday 9 January’

Cutting beech for fire wood
in Doyles clump all forenoon.
Luncheon at 1. Afier luncheon
drove with Flo to Tullamore to
see Dr. Ridley about Mrs.
Marshall, he was away at

Rathrobin so returned home.
Waller and Bergin crosscut-
ting beech. Played whist after
dinner. Mrs. V[.ar\hdl] better.
Friday 10 Jan
Drove to C| |()I|d(l with Waller
met Daly and shot the wood: a

o
Cock, 6 hares, 3 rabbits:
shooting very good. Home by

After dinner_played
whist. The Ridleys called at 3.
Mrs. M.[Marshall] much bet-

Saturday 11 January

Drove with Flo on car to
Lynally left her there and went
on to Tullamore to lodge
money in bank. Saw Mr.
Whelan abt Sheriff's business
and returned to Lynally picked
up Flo and returned home to
luncheon at 2.45.  Charlotte
and Max were at Lynally.
Aﬂu dmnu played “whist.
shall much better.

Sun(hy 12 January

Walked to «,huuh with
Waller. F and maids drove.

Monday 13 January

Drove in to Tullamore with
Waller, did deed signing busi
ness with Mr. Whelan (Master
in Chancery), did business
also at the bank and returned
home to luncheon. After
which walked with Flo to
sheep-house in Phadrick's hol-
low and back taking the dogs
with us. After dinner everyone
reading.

Tuesday 14 January

A squally wet day. too wet to
do anything out of doors in
forenoon. Wrote letters and
worked in workshop after
luncheon.  Cut down old
stumps in Middle clump and a
holly at entrance of Doyle's
wood. After dinner played
whist. Mrs Marshall getting on
first rate.

Wednesday 15 January

Drove with Waller to
Glaskill on car met Peirce and
Ridley and Charleville keeper
(Mitchell) shot the wood and
only got 5 rabbits and 1 and a
half brace of Cock and one

Walked to Patsey's

house and from there drove
home. Home by 5. After din-
ner played whist.

Thursday 16 January

Buming stumps in Middle
clump and writing letters.
Blowing a gale all day after
luncheon. Burning stumps.
Walked a little with Flo who
had a headache in the evening
and went to bed instead of din-

Friday 17 January

Pulling down an ash tree at
entrance of Doyle's wood with
tackles. Got it down in a few
minutes. Flo a little better after
luncheon.  cross cutting ash
tree. Very sleepy after dinner.

Saturday 18 January

X cutting ash tree with
Bergin for fire wood as the
trf is beginning to run short.
Blowing a very heavy gale all
the forenoon ~ a spruce tree
(opposite the greenhouse close
to sunk fence) blown down.
Almost impossible to walk on
the avenue the wind was so
powerful. After luncheon cut-
ting and stacking fire wood.
Heard that Roscore tenants
had suffered much from the
wind and Tullamore also.
Played whist after dinner.

Sunday 19 January

Walked with Waller to
church. Flo and Mrs. Cox
went on car.

January 20 January

Waller went at 9 to Athlone
to sell his colt. Drove with Flo
in Brougham to Tullamore.
Flo saw Dr. Ridley at
Infirmary. I attended auditing
the Infirmary accounts for the
year then went to Ridley's
picked up Flo., and came home
at _ to 3. Had luncheon and
went to Doyle's wood to
inspect filling hole where ash
tree had been uprooted and cut
for fire wood, dragged beech
branches to_be burnt. Waller
returned at 7. Played whist in
evening.

Tuesday 21 January

Cutting a large ash stump
into fire wood with Bergin all
forenoon. Wrote a letter to A.
Bury after 1uncheun Flo
returned from visiting Ralph
Coote at Lynally. Bcrgn and 1
crosseutting beech for fi
wood. Played whist after din-

ner.
Wednesday 22 January
Collecting strew'd branches
and buming them in Doyle's
wood and writing letters in
forenoon.  After  luncheon
Waller left on car for Clara
Hill taking Flo as far as
Tanhams lodge. | rdkul dnd
wheeled chips to fire
Als barrow. Bilious in ll|e
evening. Flo tired
Thursday 23 January
Buming and raking up
leaves in Doyle's wood and
writing letters. Mrs. Low
came (o luncheon. After
luncheon Fetherston  came
having  walked  from
“Tullamore with his pointer a
sagacious looking old dog. Flo
and | walked with him to
‘Tanhams lodge, which walk
gave Flo neuralgia she was in
eat pain and sick at 2 o'clock
in the morning,

Friday 24 January

Flo much better. Blowing a
gale from S.E. and afterwards
southward with heavy rain all
day till 4 o'clock. After lunch-
con splitting and crosscutting
fire wood in cart s| Walked
to Lambs and back. Read the
papers and an excellent speech
of Lord Stanley's about the
remedies for Ireland.

Saturday 25 January

Drove to Tullamore met Mr.
Whelan and drove with him to
Clara, was sworn in High
Sheriff. returned to Tullamore
and home ("Ruby going well’)
3 - Dick laid up with bad
lALe . walked  about
inspecting farm.  After dinner
played and sang with Flo until
11, then bed.

Sunday 26 Januas

Drove Flo and maids to
church and walked back.

Monday 27 Januar

Superintending the farming
operations. Sold a ton and a
half of turnips. Flo and

Meades went in brougham to
Clara Hill and returned at 2
brmgm{, a very bad account of

Aunt  Henrietta. ~ Waller
returned on foot from Clara
Hill. Played whist after dinner.
Very bilious in the evening.

Tuesday 28 Janua

Superintending farming
operations all day. Flo drove
to the school at Killoughy
church and returned to lunch-
con. Waller went out shooting
and got 3 snipe. Sent to
Tullamore for 2d post. Got a
letter from Marian giving a
hopeless account of poor Aunt
Henrietta. Played whist in the
evening.

Wednesday 29 January

Superintending farming as
yesterday and writing letters.
Walked with Flo down avenue
to get moss for Jessie.
Charlotte, Max and Mr. Henry
Close arrived to luncheon.
After luncheon walked about
with Mr. Close showing him
different things about farm
and garden. They left at 4.
Played whist after dinner.

were to have joined us but did
not come. Sent for Dr
O'Malley (who came at 7) to
see Dick who had Tic
Doularoux. Played whist

Doing accounts and writing
letters. Inspected farming
operatio After luncheon
topping and raising a large
holly in monument that had
been blown down. Played
whist afler dinner. Dick no
better.

FEBRUARY 1868

Saturday 1 Februar

Putting a wire stay to the
holly that was blown down
and topping others. Inspecting
farming work. After luncheon
topping hollies and walking
over the farm and mending
slates on the roof of the house.
Played whist after dinner.
Jupiter and Venus close
together.

Sunday 2 February

Walked to chuuh Ho and
servants drove. I seed;

Monday 3 February
Snowing. Took e
was unwell all the forenoon.
Morris the butcher came and
bought 3 bullocks at £19 a
piece, well sold. Aft luncheon
attended cutting ash along
hedge in Lime K[iln] field. Flo
came out to me and we walked
in Lambs screen. I afterwards
snagged ash. Very sleepy in
evening,

lueaday 4 February
Snagging ash trees at north
lu,d‘\,g in Lime Kiln field all
day. Waller laid up indoors
with a bad eye. In afternoon
snagging ash. Played whist
after dinner.

Wednesday § February
Armstrong went to Dublin.
Writing letters and snagging
ash in Lime kiln field. Flo and
Waller went in Brougham to
Clara Hill. After luncheon
agging and cutting ash. F
and W returned at 4. After din-
ner played whist.

Thursday 6th

Heard from Marian of poor
Aunt Henrietta Fox's death, 71
years of age. Waller went to
See Ridley in Brougham. I
walked with Flo and wrote let-
ters. After luncheon walked
with Flo and X cut ash with
Bergin. W returned at 4.30.
After  dinner  Armstrong
returned from Dublin. Talked
over plans for tomorrow. A
lovely Spring day.

Friday 7 February
Preparing  for a start to
Dublin and London, was
served with a severe bilious
attack and nearly fainted sev-
eral times before luncheon.
Put off going to-day, went up
to our room and lay on the
sofa until bedtime at 10. Very
seedy all day long, better
before evening but very weak.
Saturday 8 February

Better this morning. W. left
for London to attend Aunt H's
funeral. Dr. Ridley came and
saw me and put me on a regu-
lar diet, chops, bread and cold
Fmg Walked dboul with Flo, a
ovely day (cold N.E. wind).
Wrote letiers. Cunnolly and a
vet came to see W's colt. He
wasn't sound, so wasn't
bought. After lunch walked
again with Flo. After dinner |
read out Baker's Abyssinia, a
charming book.

Sunday 9 February

Flo and maids drove to
church. I too seedy to go.
Monday 10 February

Wrote letters and walked
about farm; too seedy to work.
Walked about with Flo. After
luncheon in garden talking
and arranging with gardener.
After dinner Flo read out
Baker Abyssinia”. I made
spills.

Tuesday 11 February
Walking about in’ garden.
Luncheon at 1.15 then drove
in Brougham with Flo and
Meades to Tullamore visited
Mrs. Ri

by 320 train and returned
home. Ruby [the horse] a little
frightened at the train, pulled a
good deal. After dinner look-
fng over farm accounts with
Dick [Tanham].

Wednesday 12 February

Rather seedy. Walking about
gardens and farm. Writing let-
fers. After Luncheon x cutting
firewood with Bergin, Walked

lown avenue to look at screen
opposite gate. Flo, Waller and
Meade arrived at 8.5 in good
health from Dublin.

Thursday 13 February

Drove in with Waller to
Tullamore ~ on  busine:
Relumed for luncheon callin;

nally. X cutting with

B

Friduy 14 February

Drove to Tullamore on
Sheriff's business and returned
to luncheon. X (cutting with
Bergin after luncheon. Dining
room chimney caught fire.
employed putting it out.

Saturday 15 February

Setting up wire fence round
waste place at corner of gar-
den. Wrote letters.  After
luncheon finishing ~ the wire
pdling After dinner played

Sunday 16 February

Flo and maids drove in
Brougham to Church, 1
walked. W. returned from
Clara Hill with Charlotte at 5.

Monday 17 February

Eaton came 1o train “Ruby”
and rode her a little - sweeps
sweeping chimneys -
Charlotte, Florence W, I and
Tanham laying out beds oppo-
site to drawing room window.
Affter luncheon walked with C,
Fand W to Lambs and back by
lane to see the twin lambs ete
then went on with the beds.
After dinner played whist, Flo
had a touch of Neuralgia.

Tuesday 18 February

Gardener finishing the beds
before drawing room window.
Flo all right again. Max Coote
came to luncheon and took
Charlotte's home. X cutting
with Bergin. Read Baker after
dinner.

Wednesday 19 February

Went to Dublin by moming
train arranged about horses for
assizes etc shopped. Met
Charles Fox at club, looking
st come from
(alled at Mr.
Andersons about money lent
to Richard Fox, then to train.
Home at 8 to dinner, rather
tired and sleepy.

Thursday 20 February

Dick went to see a ploughing
match at  Mr. Tarleton's
(Newtown), a very bad blowy
and rainy day. Wrote letters.
After luncheon inspecting
farm work and talking to gar-
dener about greenhouse gutter
etc. After dinner read the
mhm‘m and played whist.

Friday 21 February

Working in workshop at a
nut and screw. Writing letters
and setting up wire paling at
back of garden corner. After
luncheon Flo drove on car to
the Glebe and Rathrobbin
Mr. Biddulph worse. 1
setting up wire paling, Flo had
a slight touch of neuralgia.
Played whist after dinner,
Waller had a bad cold.

Saturday 22 February

Writing letters etc, and set-
ting up wire paling as yester-
day. After luncheon the same
until 6 o'clock. A windy day, a
cold evening. Played whist
after dinner.

Sunday 23 February

Drove Flo and maids to
church. Mrs. Thomason there
for 1st time.

Monday 24 February

Drove  with  Waller to
Roscore on car with “Ruby”
who was very fresh and shied
a good deal. Visited Cummins
and talked business, then
walked to woods and marked
trees in several beats (P.mey
assisting) returned by
oclock. . Played whist ‘mu
dinner.

Tuesday 25
(Shmw, Tuesday)

Dre to 'lullamore o
arrange matters with my Sub-
Sheriff. Home to luncheon,
after which drove with Flo to
Gortnamona to call on the
Thomason's saw and chatted
with Mrs  Thomason and
returned home. Played whist
after dinner, Flo had a little

February

neuralgia
ednesday 26 February
(Ash Wednesday)

Flo and maids drove to
church, Waller and I walked
he left me at the church and
went on to Roscore to rcmam
there at Rigneys for 3 day:
Rather a long service, et
munion[?] Home a little
before 2. Dined at 2.15, tea at
7. Flo read out Baker's
Abyssinia while 1 fitted my
boats sails.

Thur\day 27 February

A fine day. At work vu(h gar-

dener putting up wire paling
behind garden and writing let-
ters. After dinner (at 2) at wire
paling and walking about
farm. After tea Flo read Baker
while I fitted my sails.

Friday 28 February

A wel day, couldn't do much
out of doors, at work in work-
shop putting xtra wire into
small wickel gate behind gar-
den. Afier dinner raking up
chips. and covering beech
stumps of trees cut in avenue
east side. After tea. Flo read

aker, | worked at the sails,
"evening as yesterday".

Saturday 29 February

Heavy = showers ~ during
forenoon, after luncheon sent
car to Roscore for Waller. I
covering stumps of beech
trees with scraws. After dinner
played whist.
THREE

PART NEXT
EEK



