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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
The Central Control Unit (CCU), accompanied by Independent Observer (Global Witness), 
carried out a forestry control mission within Sale of Standing Volume (SSV) 11 06 13 located 
in the Kupe Manenguba Division, South West Province, on 23 March 2003. The mission was 
part of a routine CCU missions programme.  

The Mission held a working session with the Provincial Delegate of the Environment and 
Forests and the Head of the South West Control Brigade, before engaging in field  work. This 
exchange centred on the inventory of logging permits in the province.  

SSV 11 06 13 has been granted to the company PMF WOOD. The latter exploits this permit 
in partnership with the company Transformation Reef Cameroun (TRC).  

The main findings of Independent Observer in connection with the case under review are as 
follows: 

o In November 2002, a joint mission by the External Services of the South-West 
Province and the Independent Observer established that this SSV was illegally 
displaced about 21 km off the initial location (see Independent Observer Report No. 
029En). This mission report, therefore, recommended that logging within SSV 11 06 
13 be suspended, and that the company PMF WOOD be fined for unauthorised 
logging. Similar measures were subsequently recommended by the Reading 
Committee; 

o The Ministry of the Environment and Forests enforced none of the recommendations 
of the Independent Observer. As a result, the company PMF WOOD continued to 
illegally log the national forest. In fact, the illegal logging by this company extended 
beyond the limits of the fraudulent logging permit. 

The CCU submitted an official report against the company PMF WOOD for unauthorised 
logging beyond the limits of SSV 11 06 13 as if the permit were being used within its 
statutory location.  

In view of this, the Independent Observer recommends:  

o Follow-up of the official statement of offence established by the CCU in the field for 
unauthorised logging in the national forest, an offence provided for and punishable 
under Article 156 of the 1994 Law; 

o Fixing fines and interests based on the total Free-on-board (FOB) value of timber 
illegally logged by the company PMF WOOD. 
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2. RESOURCES USED 
- 1 Toyota Pick Up Hilux 
- 1 Yamaha 100 Motocycle 
- 2 Garmin GPS   
- 1 Digital camera 
- 1 Laptop 

3. COMPOSITION OF THE MISSION 
The Mission was made up of Mr Kongape Jean Avit and Mr Neckmen Samuel of the CCU, 
Mr Bikie Romuald of the Department of Forests, the Divisional Delegate for Meme, the Head 
of the South-West Provincial Control Brigade, Mr Reiner Tegtmeyer and Mr Serge Moukouri 
of the Independent Observer, Mr Quaresma and Mr Effala of the company TRC, as well as 
the 2 CEOs of the Dutch timber company REEF. 

4. CONTRAINTS 
The mission met with no obstacles. 

5. MISSION FINDINGS 
5.1 Case Summary 

Sale of Standing Volume (SSV) 11 06 13 was allotted to the company PMF WOOD on 03 
August 2001 (see Appendix 1). Located in the Kupe Manenguba, Tombel Sub-Division, this 
SSV is exploited in partnership with the company Transformation Reef Cameroun (TRC).  

The legality of this SSV was challenged in Independent Observer Report No. 029Fr (see 
Appendix 2). SSV 11 06 13 was found to be displaced 21 km from its initial location. This 
activity occurred in the interval between the granting of permits by the Inter-ministerial 
Commission Session and their authorisation by the Minister. The mission report had 
recommended the cessation of logging activities within SSV 11 06 13, including fining the 
company PMF WOOD for unauthorised logging. Similar recommendations were made by the 
Reading Committee. 

However, despite these recommendations, the company PMF WOOD continued logging 
illegally, without any action or intervention by the Ministry of the Environment and Forests. 
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5.2 Mission’s Observations 

a. Unauthorised Logging   
The Independent Observer discovered that the company PMF WOOD carried out illegal 
logging activities in the national forest. This occurred due to the displacement of SSV 11 06 
13  about 21 km beyond its  designated legal location. Proof of this is shown in the map below 
from the Report of the Independent Observer No. 029En. 

Map 1: Mapping of SSV 11 06 13 

 

b. Continuation of unauthorised logging beyond the limits of the logging title  
Besides displacing SSV 11 06 13 far from its designated legal location, the company PMF 
WOOD logged beyond the limits of the displaced SSV, an illegal act (see map and photos 
below).  

To reach this conclusion, the Mission established and introduced the geographic coordinates 
of the displaced SSV in their GPS (Global Positioning System) receivers. Furthermore, they 
conducted a GPS land survey at points along the main roads and  feeder roads of the SSV.  
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Photo 1: Stump beyond the limits of SSV 11 06 13, in its displaced form.  

 

Map 2: SSV displaced and logged beyond the limits by the company PMF WOOD 
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Photo 2: Stump beyond the limits of SSV 11 06 13, in its displaced form 

 

6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
The major conclusions of Independent Observer relating to the case under review are as 
follows: 

o In November 2002, a joint mission by the External Services of the South-West 
Province and the Independent Observer established that this SSV was illegally 
displaced about 21 km off the initial location (see Independent Observer Report No. 
029En). This mission report, therefore, recommended that logging within SSV 11 06 
13 be suspended, and that the company PMF WOOD be fined for unauthorised 
logging. Similar measures were subsequently recommended by the Reading 
Committee; 

o The Ministry of the Environment and Forests enforced none of the recommendations 
of the Independent Observer. As a result, the company PMF WOOD continued to 
illegally log the national forest. In fact, the illegal logging by this company extended 
beyond the limits of the fraudulent logging permit. 

The CCU submitted an official report  targeting the company PMF WOOD for unauthorised 
logging beyond the limits of SSV 11 06 13 as if the permit  were being used within its 
statutory location.  

In view of this, the Independent Observer recommends:  

o Follow-up of the official statement of offence established by the CCU in the field for 
unauthorised logging in the national forest, an offence provided for and punishable 
under Article 156 of the 1994 Law; 

o Fixing fines and interests based on the total Free-on-board (FOB) value of timber 
illegally logged by the company PMF WOOD. 
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