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(... Tamils have been living in the
northern and eastern parts of the
island time immemorial. Several
small fragments of pottery with a few
Tamil Brahmi letters scratched on
them have been found from the
Jaffna region. However, a much
more sensational discovery is a
pottery inscription from an
excavation conducted at
Tissamaharama on the southeastern
coast of Sri Lanka. A fragment of
high quality Black and Red ware flat
dish inscribed in Tamil in the Tamil
Brahmi script was found in the
earliest layer. It was provisionally




dated to around 200 BCE by German
scholars who undertook the
excavation. The inscription reads
‘tiraLi muRi’, which means ‘written
agreement of the assembly’. The
inscription bears testimony to the
presence in southern Sri Lanka of a
local Tamil mercantile community
organised in a guild to conduct
inland and maritime trade as early
as at the close of the 3™ century
BCE....)
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Prehistoric Sri Lanka
Late Pleistocene rock shelters and an open-air site
By H. Nimal Perera
BAR International Series 2124
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