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Conference Recommendations

The following recommendations were approved denioelyy by young Americans and
Jordanians (ages 18-28) at a conference entitlef."Democracy Strategy: An
American-Jordanian Dialogue” in Amman, Jordan frapril 19-21. Each
recommendation was developed by the participargsiall group discussions, then
discussed and amended in general session, anky fnokd upon by the participants by
secret ballot. The recommendations were approyedrbajority of the Americans and a
majority of the Jordanians.

The conference was organized by Americans for méat Democracy (AID), the Project
on Middle East Democracy (POMED) and the al-Urdudealid (New Jordan) Research
Center (UJRC). Some of these recommendationsiaeted toward the U.S.
government, others to the Jordanian governmentptrets to the media and civil
society organizations.

Strengthening Democracy

1. Recognizing that the limits placed on freeddrapeech and assembly in Jordan are
undefined and unknown, causing inconsistency i #plication of upholding
and protecting such rights and freedoms, and asseicg a high degree of
confusion, discouraging citizens’ engagement waghgolitical system:
We recommend that these laws and their methodmicagpion be defined and
published for the people, to promote consistengpplication and also to promote
and facilitate citizen participation and engagement

2. In order to create a culture of participatdeynocracy, we recommend compulsory
civic education in Jordanian schools starting mdiergarten. This includes:

a) engaging youth in voting activities that alldvemn to see the result of their
participation;

b) empowering young adults to affect public polayd decision-making;
c) critical thinking skills; and

d) integrating into the basic curriculum availafitklore that demonstrates
democratic principles.

3. Any student council in a public school or wersity should be elected by popular
vote.



10.

Create independent public awareness toolh, &sia website or television
campaign on a channel with a large Jordanian vigwerto inform citizens of
prospective changes in the existing Parliamentigtien system.

Universities should ensure that students ar@enalized for their political
affiliations. This includes:

a) an ongoing student dialogue regarding polifp@aticipation among university
students; and

b) in cooperation with university administratiossdification of policies regarding
the political activities of university studentstbat they may be consistently
applied.

To educate the general public on the impogaridemocracy, its implications, and
their freedoms and rights as citizens of a demuacgalvernment, we recommend
using television programs among other forms of medmmunication as a vehicle
through which to instill the values necessary feuacessful democracy.

Reaffirming the importance of America’s sigeaint foreign aid to Jordan, we
encourage the United States government to demadiaiability for its financial
support of Jordanian institutions in order to eaghat the funds have been directed
toward their intended destination. This informatshrould be made accessible to
the Jordanian and American publics.

To strengthen democracy in Jordan, we belieeglucating Jordanians at the grass-
roots level for the purpose of generating condgiapon which an organically
cultivated, benevolent awareness of democraticjpli@s may be fostered. To this
end, we recommend the following:

Creating actual spaces where dialogue may occureleet citizens and
governmental representatives in order to maintiardines of accountability,
including conferences, town hall meetings, opetigraent sessions, increased
office hours for representatives, and other inites.

Mobilizing an independent traveling troupeetiage citizens in a tangible
presentation of democratic principles by meansrafmétic performance.

Recognizing the overwhelming influence of thieal and familial pressures on
Jordanian voter participation and considering ibbstacle to genuine democratic
reform, we suggest that the following actions k@tato promote an empowered
and educated electorate:

a) Each candidate should formulate their own ptatfbased on constituent needs.
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13.

14.

b) No candidate should be allowed to provide giftsnetary or in-kind, in
exchange for votes.

The Jordanian media’s involvement in politicanpaigns should be expanded to
using radio and television stations as well as peysrs to increase candidate and
platform recognition by:

a) A government-run television station that essdites and airs debates between
candidates and allocates equal time.

b) Candidate newspaper advertisements should cathi@ifollowing information:
1) name; 2) past political activities and votingtbry where applicable; 3) policy
goals and platforms.

An independent non-partisan NGO, such aeBrdjoteSmart, should be
established and advertised to the general pubia £esult, we hope that grassroots
groups would use this information for advocacy jsgs.

Remove or diminish limits on the number ofiudbals who can meet to discuss
politics without a permit.

Change the one-man one-vote law to a systemhich each voter has the same
number of votes as seats in the district.

Engaging Political Islam

1.

Recognizing that:

a) Islamist political groups are well-established @opular actors on the Jordanian
political scene; and

b) As Prince Hassan bin Talal observed in his appaddress for this conference,
excluding Islamist leaders from reform efforts begi them to obstruct such efforts,

We recommend that the U.S. engage those Islandstdguals and groups that
express a credible willingness to participate imderacy by offering the same
dialogue to Islamist reformers that is currentliecdd to other reformers. Even if
dialogue is refused, the U.S. should avoid stigovagiIslamist politics in official
rhetoric.

Recognizing the inclusion of mandatory religi@ducation throughout the
Jordanian public school system and the importahceligious issues in the region,
we recommend the inclusion of open and objectigeudision on pertinent
contemporary religious issues such as the rolecoh@n in society, democracy and
Islam, terrorism, and an objective explanationhefibeliefs of other world
religions.
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4.

We encourage the United States to investdansapport local Jordanian initiatives
that would significantly encourage individuals ardepresentatives of all political
parties to increase their involvement in the padditiprocess, through the
organization of training sessions on campaignegsgtfundraising, media relations,
and similar skills.

We encourage American media to increase uathiesverage of Islam.

Women’s Democratic Participation

1.

To cultivate the delicate flourishing of demaxy and share the different processes
thereby emphasizing the significance of women’sigaation upon which
democracy relies, we recommend that internatiooilgoration be implemented
between Jordanian and American women through:

a) joint international projects and training cesfend

b) political exchange and fellowship programs.

We encourage the United States and Jordarvést in and support local Jordanian
initiatives that would work toward the creationaofordanian National Women’

Rights Charter.

We encourage the United States and Jordarvésti in and support local Jordanian
initiatives that would:

a) Significantly encourage women to participatéhia political process through the
organization of training sessions on campaignegsgtfundraising, media relations,
and related fields.

b) Encourage both men and women to promote thegengant of women in the
political sphere, through public awareness camaign

Regional Impacts on Reform

1.

Although democratic reforms in Jordan can stmolld be pursued regardless of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the U.S. should coog to consider the ways in which
its policy toward the Israeli-Palestinian conflithders democratization and
strengthens extremism.

We contend that economic stability will acteadsuffer against the impact of
regional instability on reform. To attain this, weaffirm the promotion of small
and medium enterprise initiatives and micro-finaggorojects.



We reaffirm the importance of a clear andaiie strategy to foster a more stable
situation in Iraqg, while using the Arab League pesndtiative as a starting point and
encouraging the US to re-initiate peace talks betwadl democratically elected
representatives and homegrown initiatives regartiiragli-Palestinian conflict.

Recognizing the interconnectedness of poljtgizcial and economic affairs in the
region, and the significant impact of events inheeguntry on the entirety of the
region, in particular the approach of the U.S. goweent in dealing with affairs in
Iraqg, Iran and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,iethwork to hinder the cause for
democratic reform within countries of the regiore ®commend that:

The U.S. administration continue to approach thddié East as a whole region,
and address the conflicts in it in the contexthef tegion, with the cooperation of
states in the region, rather than as isolated @mt&] maintaining that different
countries and peoples require different framewdoksesolution and democracy
promotion.

We call for organizing a series of regionaientions to let involved parties in
Irag come together to discuss their demands aruth @@onsensus.



