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President's Message

elcome one and all to the 2010
Atlantic Community Newspapers
Association (ACNA) Better News-

papers Competition (BNC) Awards Gala in
Halifax, NS.

Each and every year, the ACNA is so very
proud to see employees of the various
member newspapers attend the BNC
Awards Gala and be awarded for the
past year’s achievements.

Being judged amongst your peers in
Atlantic Canada is a great way to gauge
how your particular newspaper is doing.
Our judges come from other parts of
Canada and they get to judge newspa-
pers without bias and allow a piece to
stand on its own merits.

Shawn Woodford
ACNA President 2009-11

Want to say special thanks the ACNA staff for their efforts in
coordinating the BNC Awards, plus the overall organization of the
ACNA Conference - great job as usual.

Each year hundreds of entries are received in the various categories and
just to make it to the standing finalist listing is a great accomplishment.
You are amongst the top three in Atlantic Canada with such a rank.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the ACNA and all member
newspapers, please accept my sincere congratulations to all 2010
BNC Award winners. You all do great work each and every day and
you should all be very proud. Raise a glass and celebrate.

It’s not every day that newspapers make news. | encourage you all to
return home and splash your accomplishments across your front pages.
We are community newspapers, and the community will certainly be
excited about your awards - share the joy. We don’t trumpet our own
horn enough at times - this is a great time to start.

But the ACNA is more than just the BNC Awards.

Our mission: “The ACNA is dedicated to the excellence, credibility
and economic well being of its members through leadership, educa-

Through the last number of years, the Board of Directors has been
working on a number of initiatives to move the ACNA forward. We
have focused on three key areas of: advocacy, training and revenue
generation.

The ACNA, in coordination with the Canadian Community Newspapers
Association (CCNA), is the eyes and ears for the newspaper industry
in Atlantic Canada. We have regular input on policy matters that affect
our membership. As an example, we have been very active with input
on the changes to the Publication Assistance Program (PAP) to ensure
newspapers were not affected negatively. From issues surrounding
recycling to taxation, we’re on the case.

Training has been a major focus in the past number of years. From
the Canadian Professional Sales Association (CPSA) training offered
to sales reps in our member newspapers, to the various workshops
held at the annual conference, the focus on continuous education is
essential. Earlier this year we have been having regular idea sharing
calls for both editorial and sales. We plan to expand this to the
circulation group as well in Fall 2010.

ACNA is primarily funded by the Blanket Classified Program. We are
in the process of looking at other revenue generators in the wake of
diminishing classified, taking a more on-line approach.

To say this industry has changed in the past number of years is an
understatement. The ACNA team, led by Executive Director Mike
Kierstead, is consistently staying on top of industry trends to ensure
we’re focused on the changes ahead. Our goal is to communicate
this knowledge to you in a meaningful and useful way. The regular
ACNA newsletter is one of these communication methods.

ACNA as an organization is changing as well and this story will unfold in
the months and years to come. Stay tuned and keep reading. Our industry
is alive and well and we’re so glad to have you all on board.
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Best Sports Photo

WINNER
Barbara Dean-Simmons
Clarenville Packet

What a great victory picture! The happy faces of the leaping victors
sums up their jubilation economically - no need to read the story
here.

STANDING FINALIST
Jamie Roach
Kings County Record

Another nice moment of victory. Photographer has a
good sense of timing to capture seven faces screaming
simultaneously. Good job of anticipating the decisive
moment of happiness.

STANDING FINALIST
Chuck Brown
St. Stephen Saint Croix Courier

Good action combines well with an artistic flair created by the water
droplets flying around the rugby player. Photographer was at the right
position so we can see the player’s facial reaction as she encounters the
puddle.
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General Excellence - Class 1
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WINNER STANDING FINALIST STANDING FINALIST
Annapolis County Spectator Windsor Hants Journal Happy Valley Goose Bay
Page 3 Features are great. Very clean presentation. Good writing, above-the-fold photo treatment is Labradorian
Front page pictures need a bit of work. good.

GENERAL EXCELLENCE CLASS 1 - Circulation up to 3,000

A B C D E F G H I J K TOTAL
Annapolis County Spectator (NS) 75 100 75 95 90 90 90 40 45 32 40 772
Windsor Hants Journal (NS) 126 100 60 75 70 90 90 40 45 30 40 766
Happy Valley Goose Bay Labradorian (NL) 70 100 75 85 70 90 90 40 40 40 30 730
Stephenville Georgian (NL) 120 110 73 50 50 90 90 40 45 30 25 723
Port Aux Basques Gulf News (NL) 98 77 75 75 65 90 90 40 30 30 40 710
Bass River Shoreline Journal (NS) 98 104 75 40 55 90 90 40 45 32 40 709
Enfield Weekly Press (NS) 106 100 75 50 50 90 90 40 40 25 29 695
Placentia Charter (NL) 100 100 62 59 40 90 90 40 34 30 30 675
Port Hawkesbury Reporter (NS) 103 105 40 50 40 83 90 40 40 30 30 651
Sackville Tribune Post (NB) 70 50 40 65 70 90 90 40 40 45 35 635
Springhill Record (NS) 75 60 40 50 45 90 90 40 40 30 40 600
Queens County Advance (NS) 62 77 55 10 80 90 90 40 45 30 20 599
LEGEND C - EDITORIAL PAGE AND OP-ED 100 pts F - ADVERTISING CONTENT 100 pts | - LOCAL FEATURES 50 pts
A - FRONT PAGE 150 pts D - PRESENTATION 100 pts G - ADVERTISING DESIGN 100 pts J - SPORTS 50 pts
B - COMMUNITY NEWS 150 pts E - PHOTOGRAPHY 100 pts H - CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 50 pts K - PRODUCTION QUALITY 50 pts

This category is sponsored by:

PACRIM

Hospitality Services
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General Excellence - Class 2
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WINNER STANDING FINALIST STANDING FINALIST
Woodstock Bugle Observer Clarenville Packet Gander Beacon

This was not an easy decision. What stood out for me are the different papers excelled in It’s a credit to Atlantic Canada newspapers that you are not afraid to take a stand in editorials.
different categories. Take into account the Grand Falls Advertiser scored best in Editorial Page, Most were very well done with writers not afraid to take a stand on local issues. Even some papers
the Amherst Citizen in Production, the Lewisporte Pilot in Photography and the Kings County  which lost points had good editorials but they were not written locally. And what | would give
Advertiser in Best Sports. Yet, none placed in the top three. Instead, there were a lot of very to have a cartoonist! Where do you guys find them! Well done!

good newspapers but not one shone head and shoulders above the others, hence the close It was very good to see modularity in layout. It gives the newspaper a good, clean crisp look
scoring. It was very tough determining winners. Newspapers which generally did everything and easy-to-read format. In short, this was the best overall selection of entries in General Excellence

well rose to the top. | have ever judged! Congratulations!

GENERAL EXCELLENCE CLASS 2 - Circulation 3,001 - 4,999

A B C D E F G H | J K TOTAL
Woodstock Bugle Observer (NB) 120 125 80 80 70 75 85 40 35 40 45 795
Clarenville Packet (NL) 125 120 70 70 80 70 80 40 45 40 35 775
Gander Beacon (NL) 120 120 75 75 80 70 70 45 30 45 40 770
Kings County Advertiser (NS) 100 110 80 75 80 70 80 35 45 45 40 760
St. Stephen Saint Croix Courier (NB) 120 120 75 80 75 65 75 40 35 40 35 760
Lewisporte Pilot (NL) 120 120 65 80 90 70 75 40 35 25 35 755
Campbellton Tribune (NB) 115 110 90 75 70 75 80 35 40 30 30 750
Grand Falls Windsor Advertiser (NL) 115 110 95 75 75 65 70 35 35 30 40 745
St. Stephen Courier Weekend (NB) 120 115 70 70 65 70 70 40 35 30 40 725
Carbonear Compass (NL) 125 110 60 75 75 70 70 35 35 20 35 710
Ambherst Citizen (NS) 130 100 60 85 60 60 65 40 30 30 35 695
Shelburne County Coast Guard (NS) 115 115 65 70 60 60 65 40 35 35 35 695
Marystown Southern Gazette (NL) 110 110 70 70 50 60 60 40 30 35 35 670
LEGEND C - EDITORIAL PAGE AND OP-ED 100 pts F - ADVERTISING CONTENT 100 pts | - LOCAL FEATURES 50 pts
A - FRONT PAGE 150 pts D - PRESENTATION 100 pts G - ADVERTISING DESIGN 100 pts J - SPORTS 50 pts
B - COMMUNITY NEWS 150 pts E - PHOTOGRAPHY 100 pts H - CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 50 pts K - PRODUCTION QUALITY 50 pts

This category is sponsored by:

PACRIM

Hospitality Services
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General Excellence - Class 3
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WINNER STANDING FINALIST STANDING FINALIST
Bridgewater Bulletin Kings County Register Montague Eastern Graphic

Strong editorial elements across the board, front page, The well constructed front page draws you into an Great paper with the strongest opinion columns of
photographs, well written stories and clean layout. easy read. Very good use of photos, they are both of this class. Good community advertising features.
Commitment to the "story" shows throughout the good quality and size.

paper but is more than obvious in the first 5 pages,

which has been left open without advertising.

GENERAL EXCELLENCE CLASS 3 - Circulation 5,000+

A B C D E F G H | J K TOTAL
Bridgewater Bulletin (NS) 130 130 90 100 90 90 80 50 40 40 50 890
Kings County Register (NS) 140 130 90 90 90 90 80 40 40 40 50 880
Montague Eastern Graphic (PE) 140 140 80 90 90 80 80 40 40 40 40 860
Enfield/Waverly The Laker (NS) 130 130 80 80 80 90 90 40 40 40 50 850
Miramichi Leader (NB) 130 140 90 90 90 90 80 20 40 40 40 850
Pictou Advocate (NS) 130 130 80 80 80 80 70 40 40 40 40 810
Alberton West Prince Graphic (PE) 130 120 80 80 80 80 80 40 40 30 40 800
St. Anthony Northern Pen (NL) 110 120 80 80 80 80 80 50 40 40 40 800
Yarmouth Vanguard (NS) 130 130 80 80 90 80 80 30 30 40 30 800
Bathurst Northern Light (NB) 120 130 80 80 70 80 70 30 30 40 30 760
Sussex Kings County Record (NB) 120 110 80 70 70 80 70 30 30 30 30 720
Antigonish Casket (NS) 110 120 80 70 60 70 60 30 30 40 40 710
Inverness Oran (NS) 110 130 80 70 60 60 70 20 30 30 30 690
Chester Clipper (NS) 110 120 70 80 80 70 70 40 0 0 40 680
LEGEND C - EDITORIAL PAGE AND OP-ED 100 pts F - ADVERTISING CONTENT 100 pts | - LOCAL FEATURES 50 pts
A - FRONT PAGE 150 pts D - PRESENTATION 100 pts G - ADVERTISING DESIGN 100 pts J - SPORTS 50 pts
B - COMMUNITY NEWS 150 pts E - PHOTOGRAPHY 100 pts H - CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 50 pts K - PRODUCTION QUALITY 50 pts

This category is sponsored by:

PACRIM

Hospitality Services
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Best Cartoon

WINNER STANDING FINALIST STANDING FINALIST
Peter Pickersgill Jason Freeman Jim Oliver
Placentia Charter Kings County Register Sackville Tribune-Post

First place goes to Peter Pickersgill's cartoon about  jason Freeman’ cartoon about the surprise  Third place Jim Oliver’s cartoon about Sackville town
Danny Williams’ government revoking Abitibi-Bowater’'s  announcement of layoffs at a local food processor  council’s reticence in dealing with a traffic safety issue

water and forestry rights after the paper company  was humorous, timely and “cutting.” is a great example of the hyper-local cartoon.
announced it was closing its Grand Falls-Windsor

operation. It is clever, well-drawn and makes a very . . . . .
strong comment on a very newsworthy subject - exactly Honourable Mention - Ted Michener, St. Stephen Saint Croix Courier
what an editorial cartoon is supposed to do. The very talented Ted Michener received an honourable mention for his drawing skills.

Best Resources Story

WINNER
Aaron Beswick STANDING
St. Anthony FINALIST

Northern Pen Pam S
A well-crafted story that clearly an:‘ now
brings home the difficult financial Sprlngdale
challenges facing fishermen Nor’wester
catching coldwater shrimp off the
coast of Labrador. The reader feels
the struggle of these fishermen,
who go to sea in often dangerous
conditions to be paid the equivalent
of less than minimum wage. The
story is a pleasure to read, as well
as enhancing understanding of STANDING
an important issue critical to the FlNALlST
paper's readership. "Rough Waters
Ahead" is a worthy winner in the Bar!oara
best resource story category. Dean-Simmons

Clarenville Packet
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Best Community Service

WINNER
Bridgewater Bulletin

The Bridgewater Bulletin was a clear winner in this category showing excellent initiative and creativity to
cultivate an historical archive of local WWII stories. A solid ad campaign with great editorial support and

online component, the Bulletin's entry had it all.

STANDING FINALIST
Mirimachi Leader

Our PEI has...
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STANDING FINAL.IST
Montague Eastern Graphic
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WINNER
Southshorenow.ca

This site serving the communities of southwestern
Nova Scotia is a region-leading effort to engage
audiences around news content. Editors have an
active presence in social media and make extensive
use of their site to reflect community interests. They
regularly link news content to past coverage to build
context and they encourage audience interaction by
live-blogging events. The site offers breaking news
alerts and a broad range of multimedia. A strong
community presence results from a spirited effort to

use the medium effectively.
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News from our netwark

STANDING FINALIST
Novanewsnow.com

The site serving western Nova Scotia uses visual
highlights and photo galleries to build stories that
are compelling for online audiences. It showcases
strong design and clean navigation to boost usability
and visual appeal. Editors make a consistent effort to
categorize content for easy browsing. As well, the site
offers users tools to easily view the most discussed
and highest-rated content.

LATEST PHOTOS
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Best Website
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STANDING FINALIST
Peicanada.com

Editors make considerable effort to harness the

medium with regular blogs posts and use of mul-

timedia. A solid presence in social media and a

range of content on the site result in a good effort
at community engagement online.
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Best Feature Photo

All the entries were really good. Imagination, initiative, concentration, emotion and technical skill were all present with the finalists quickly
rising to the top.

WINNER STANDING FINALIST
Keith Cororan - Bridgewater Bulletin Grace Trowbridge - Miramichi Leader
The smile on the child’s face as he stands proud with his fish on the line tells the Nice action shot. | was impressed at the sharpness and contrast of the photo.
story with no words necessary. Great photo! While the subjects were moving at a high speed, the photographer was able to

capture a sharp image.

STANDING FINALIST
Andrew Brown - Montague Eastern Graphic

You can see the look of hard work, determination and dedication on this child’s
face as he sits on a pile of his hard work. A photo that tells the story that at any
age goals and dreams can be accomplished.
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Best Graphically Designed Ad Outstanding Sales Person

WINNER
Sharon Robinson
Sackville
Tribune-Post

Great use of colours, Easy to
the eye, Limited text (no en-
cyclopedia), Liked the water
splash idea for pricing and
the beachball for mileage.
All pertinent ad copy is visible.
Stands out.

STANDING FINALIST
Vicky Hines
Bridgewater

Bulletin

Good use of photo, great background.
Motivates you to buy paint and start
painting.

STANDING FINALIST
Shawn Clark

Woodstock WINNER

Bugle-observer

Down to the point, No overkill with
colours.

Gloria Hunt - Stephenville Georgian

Gloria has over 19 years of newspaper advertising experience and continually
raises the bar in terms of generating revenue for her publication. On top of
that, her clients love her because she helps their businesses build successful
advertising campaigns that make them more money.
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Best In-House Promotion

STANDING FINALIST
Steven Lacey
Chester Clipper

This ad was selected due to the
clever approach, use of graphics
and general layout of the page.
The ad itself is simple, with very
few words needed to explain or
promote the newspapers' presence
on the internet or "web." The
advertisement to "look for us on
the web" is situated nicely as a
custom banner ad at the bottom
of the page with the text of the
newspaper laid out around the
ad.

STANDING FINALIST
Aura Lee Shepard
Montague
Eastern Graphic

Based on an effective series of
ads promoting a newspaper
or aspect of its services to the
community, Eastern Graphic's
submission for Best In House
Promotion was impressive. Using
half page, full page and banner
ads, Eastern Graphic did a great
job promoting and inform-
ing readers about their web-
site 'makeover." From July 22
through to January 27, 2010,
promotional ads for peicanada.
com informed readers about the
"much more than newsprint"
options found on their website.
The promotional ads were
effective in the use of colour,
‘clean’ layout design and
frequency of insertion, which
would have had a great impact
on the effectiveness of the
promotion.

WINNER
Staff - Bridgewater Bulletin

The earthfriendlynews.ca campaign by Lighthouse Media Group clearly
incorporated several elements of the judging criteria (clever/innovative
approach, quality of design, use of graphics, colour and photos) in their
in-house promotion, "Get Your Green On!

The campaign appropriately titled "Get Your Green On," used a combination
of full-page full colour ads, and 'teaser' ads in their publications to get people
excited about the new upcoming on-line product earthfriendlynews.ca.
There is no doubt the readers' attention would have been captured by the
full page colour ads that started with "March 17 is your LUCKY DAY!"
Two months after the "Get Your Green On" advertisement campaign, the
Bridgewater Bulletin followed up this 'In House Promotion' with a 'All the
news, without the pulp' promotion for earthfriendlynews.ca. The innovative
approach with use of graphics and play on words messaging promoting
the newspapers new 'green’ on-line services (launched on St Patties day) is
why | chose this campaign from Lighthouse Media Group Staff as Best In
House Promotion.
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Best Small Ad

WINNER
Steven Lacey - Chester Clipper

This ad is colourful and eye-catching. It draws the reader in
and delivers its message. It has an agency look. Well done!

STANDING FINALIST
Staff - Enfield Weekly Press

Nice choice of colours, well laid out, fonts are a good
choice for this ad a little busy however.

STANDING FINALIST
Angie Pearson - Bridgewater Bulletin

The ad is creative and inviting, it’s also well balanced. Good copy and good
use of colour.
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Best Photo Essay

STANDING FINALIST
Jeff Jackson and Denise Pike
Carbonear Compass

Magazine styled layout and very good selection of
photos. Good use of Photoshop with drop shadows a
very neat way to display multiple photos on a page.

STANDING
FINALIST
Stacey Colwell
Bridgewater
Bulletin

Excellent use of Photoshop
with jumpers, took a great
deal of time to prepare these
photos. Photos assembled
very well overall.

WINNER
Natasha Moffett
Sussex Kings County Record

Very good visual layout with light article describing the events. Unique use
simulated mud stained newsprint paper associating the mud the Horse
Pulling Championship endured from the day's weather.
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Best Original Advertising Idea

WINNER STANDING FINALIST STANDING FINALIST
Heather Cunningham Penny MacDonald Staff
St. Stephen Saint Croix Courier Bridgewater Stephenville Georgian

A great non-traditional idea which generated over Bu"etin
$2,500 in additional revenue. As well it generated

new clients which will lead to some being long-term

advertisers. This ad section covered all areas of

the judging criteria and was the overall choice for

“ Best Original Advertising Idea.

Best Advertising Program

WINNER STANDING FINALIST STANDING FINALIST
Tina Hennigar Susan Coish Gloria Hunt
Lunenburg Lighthouse Log Sackville Tribune Post Stephenville Georgian
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Best Overall Ad

STANDING FINALIST
The Shoreline Journal

WINNER
Angie Pearson
Bridgewater Bulletin

Great layout, appropriate use of color and graphics on a green background.
Headlines using apple graphic in background in conjunction with client’s
logo was very effective. Not too much clutter and professionally presented. |
believe the objective of the ad was achieved in a professional manner.

STANDING FINALIST
Angela Isenor
Enfield Weekly Press
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Outstanding Photographer

STANDING FINALIST
Keith Corcoran - Bridgewater Bulletin

Corcoran has snapped some fantastic images. This is partly due to
always choosing the best angles to shoot from.

WINNER
John Gardner
St. Stephen Saint Croix Courier

Gardner’s work consistently demonstrates outstanding composition. All of
his photos are truly capturing and do very well in telling their own story.

STANDING FINALIST
Daniel Martins - Miramichi Leader

Martins work shows that he is able to shoot a wide variety of photography
styles. By incorporating natural light in one instance, he has turned
average into exceptional.
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Outstanding Journalist

Housing: Search for answers leads to questions

Guilty

Mom admats
murdering daughiter
to keep boyfriend

By LISA BROWN
Ibrown@southshorenow.ca

BRIDGEWATER — Karissa Boudreau’s final words
were “Mommy, don’t,” words the judge said should
haunt the murderer for the rest of her life.

Penny Patricia Boudreau pleaded guilty to second-
degree murder Friday in a Bridgewater courtroom.
She admitted strangling
her only child because the
12 year old was getting in
the way of her relation-
ship with her boyfriend,
Vernon Macumber.

Although the plea bar-
gain reached by Crown
and defence was for
second-degree murder,
the facts read in court
revealed Ms Boudreau
thought about the Killing
for days, carried it out,
discarded her daughter’s
body and covered up her crime.

“Surely, Penny Boudreau, you can never
call yourself mother in conjunction with
Karissa’s name again,” Justice Margaret
Stewart concluded.

Ms Boudreau, 34, entered the court-
room dressed in a black T-shirt and jeans,
sniffling and wiping tears. She sat through most of the proceedings,
turning her chair so her back was to the courtroom gallery, occasion-
ally rocking back and forth, using tissues offered by the deputy sheriffs
who surrounded her.

She stood three times — to re-elect her method of trial and enter a
guilty plea, to answer a series of questions from the judge to confirm

WINNER
Lisa Brown - Bridgewater Bulletin

Lisa Brown of the Bridgewater Bulletin does everything a good newspaper editor is looking for in a
journalist. Her writing is clear, clean, concise, and moved the story forward, making the reader want

PATRICK HIRTLE PHOTO
Penny Boudreau returns from court after admitting she strangled her 12-year-old daughter,
Karissa, last January because she wanted to save her relationship with her lover. She was
sentenced to life in prison for second-degree murder with no chance of parole for 20 years.

that guilty plea, and when she was sentenced to life in prison with no
chance of parole for 20 years.

According to an agreed statement of facts which Crown attorney
Paul Scovil read to the court, Ms Boudreau and Mr. Macumber were
having issues they blamed on Karissa in January 2008. Mr. Macum-
ber gave Ms Boudreau an ultimatum to choose between him and her
daughter.

On the afternoon of January 27, Ms Boudreau took Karissa for a
drive. She stopped at the Sobeys parking lot around 5:30 p.m., bought
juice and bacon, and called Mr. Macumber indicating Karissa was not
in the car when she left the store.

STANDING FINALIST
Michael Gorman
Yarmouth County Vanguard

Michael Gorman, who wrote the Yarmouth County Vanguard's
series on local housing issues (including mortgage anomalies),
showed his tenacity for industrious investigation of property
records and an ability to look deeper into a story, thought the
results left this reader a bit wanting.

His series on homelessness in Yarmouth, and his piece on a
young girl trying to better her life, despite of her father's failings,
are important stories that need to be told. And his choice and
use of sources made the report even more compelling. Bravo!

Karissa Boudreau
Killed January 27, 2008

See GUILTY, A4

Little miracle BIG surprise
for Port de Grave couple

By DENISE PIKE
The Compass

JuanitaStead of Port de Grave
was rushed to Carbonear Gen-
eral on New Year's Eve for what
she thought was a kidney stone
attack—sheleftafew dayslater
with a bouncing baby boy.

Stead, who gave birth to
Nicholas George Stead at 12:31
Jan. 1, had noidea she was preg-
nant.

“Thisissomekidneystoneisn’t
it” she says cuddling her new-
bornbaby “We'reallstillinshock.
We just can't believe it.”

Juanitaandherhusband Terry
were at a house party on New
Year's Eve when shestarted hav-
ing back pain.

“Thad some pressureinmyback
carlier that afternoon but it was
nothing to be concerned about,”
she says. “However while I was
at the party it got a lot worse.”

By 9:30 the pain had esca-
lated

Fortunately for Juanita her
brother-in-law Wayne Broughton
of Broughton’s Ambulance Ser-
vice, Briguswasalsoatthe party.
He insisted on taking her to the
hospital.

After some blood tests Juani-
ta went for x-rays. The scan
showed no evidence of a kidney
stone.

“The technician looked at me
and said, ‘my dear you're preg-
nantwitha full term baby,” says
Juanita. “And I said, ‘no sir, you
got the wrong woman and you're
looking at the wrong screen.
There is no way I'm pregnant. I
can't be.”

However Nicholas was about,
to prove his mommy wrong and
he wasn't going to wait to do it.
About six minutes after Juani-
tawas taken to the case room he
madehisgrand entranceintothe
world.

“Bum first,”says Dr. Olalekan
Akintola,whodelivered thebaby,
“which is quite rare now. Babies
that are born breeched are usu-
ally delivered by caesarcan sec-
tion, but there was no time to do

SPECIALDELIVERY

Denise Pike/The Compass

Terry and their ¥

'ameron

of Port de Grave welcome a new addition to their family. Nicholas George Stead was born
12:31 a.m., Jan. 1 at the Carbonear General Hospital. The baby, who weighed 7 pounds, 12
ounces, is the first baby born in 2009 under Eastern Health Care Board and possibly the
first in the province and country.

“The technician looked at me and said,
‘my dear you're pregnant with a full term
baby.” I said, ‘no sir, you got the wrong
woman and you're looking at the wrong

screen.”

— JUANITA STEAD, PORT DE GRAVE

this with this little guy, he was
already coming.”

Afterward Nicholas screamed
and yelled for a few minutes
before settling down with his
mom and dad.

Ashorttimelater Terry called
Juanita’s parents Evelyn and
George Petten, Port de Graveand
his parents Evelyn and Lindsey
Stead of Blaketown with the
good news.

“When I told Juanita’s mom
she didn't have a kidney stone,

but a baby instead, she told me
t0 go to bed, she didn't believe
me,” laughs Terry. “And my
‘mother told me to give up telling
lies. They just couldn't believe
it. Tt still hasn’t sunk in for any
of us yet.”

Juanita is one of the rare
women who continue to have a
menstrual period during her
pregnancy. She also didn't expe-
Tience any morning sickness or
any little baby kicks during the
pregnancy.

Earlier surprise

Thisisn'tthe first time the cou-
ple, who have been married for
five years, were caught off guard
by a baby.

Juanita delivered their other
son Cameron July 30, 2006 at
home. While she knew she was
expecting a baby at that time,
Cameron arrived two months
early.

“I felt like I had to go to the
bathroom and out he popped, right
into the toilet,” says Juanita.
“Terry actually scooped him out
of the toilet and put him in my
lap until the ambulance came.”

UnlikeNicholas,Cameronwas
averysickbaby Last yearhehad
to have a bowel, liver and pan-
creas transplant.

“He'swellnow, butwasfar from
healthy when he was born,” says
Juanita. “The doctors told us if
we had any more kids they stood

@ Continues on Page A2

to read more.

Lisa's year-later follow-up stories on the tragic murder of young Karissa Boudreau, aside from being
extremely informative, were at times written in a style worthy of a crime novel - a good one.

The same can be said for her series on Steven Hall.

And Lisa's involved features on Lunenburg Harbour fisheries officers made this landlubber further
appreciate the hard work of these dedicated professionals. So, here's to another dedicated
professional - Lisa Brown.

STANDING FINALIST
Denise Pike: Carbonear Compass

Denise Pike of The Compass shows a penchant for stories that cover important
social issues. Her initial story on the “miracle baby” - which was picked up
across North America - was made better two weeks later when she went back
to look at the fallout, both positive and negative.

Her Meals on Wheels piece, and her story on eating disorders, made a good
use of statistics and provided valuable information to readers - often more
than once. Nice work

2010 BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION
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Best News Photo

STANDING FINALIST
Kent Burton - Grand Falls Windsor Advertiser

This photographer was in the right place at the right time to capture this moment
of drama at the fire. The crumbling building, as the firemen look on helplessly,
shows the destructive force of this fire in a very visual manner.
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WINNER
Jim Dumville
Woodstock Bugle-Observer

This photo forcefully captures the plight of people as
they are rescued from floodwaters that engulfed
their homes. The unique mode of rescue makes
for a light moment during a major disaster. The
photo is framed with enough environment to give
us visual context as to the extent of the flooding.

STANDING FINALIST
Charlene MacKenzie
Sussex Kings County Record

Sometimes events happen and a news photographer has to move
fast to get to the location as it all unfolds. This photographer moved
quickly enough to get photos mere minutes after an altercation.
The photo captures the tense moments of this frightening event.



Best Page Design

STANDING FINALIST
Chuck Brown
St. Stephen
Saint Croix Courier

The effort put in by the designer is
obvious. | like this page because it
goes way beyond the standard "photo,
cutline and headline" offerings that
are all too often on display in news-
papers across Canada

WINNER
Anne Assaff
Miramichi Leader

It's clear a lot of thought went into the design of
this eye-catching spread. The clever layout (a play
on a roll of film) and attention to detail (judicious
use of the drop shadow, the snowflake motif in
the background) made this entry stand out. Even
the choice of colours seems well planned, so the
page doesn't clash or become overwhelming to
the eye.

Also, the design of the headline says "fun", which
is an entirely appropriate thing to do with light

copy.

STANDING FINALIST
Tina Comeau and
Crystal Turne
Yarmouth County Vanguard

A clean, simple layout can be very powerful. This
spread, in black and white, doesn't try to do too
much and as a result comes off looking clean
and sharp. The decision to anchor the spread
with a shot of the dancers' feet showed original
thought.
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Best Investigative Story

WINNER
Charlene MacKenzie
Sussex Kings County Record

It was a mystery more than 90 years in the making. How did the remains
of New Brunswick teenager Gladys Winifred Fowler, who died in England
in 1917, wind up neglected in a London crypt? Charlene MacKenzie
decided to find out, and her investigation attracted international
attention and ultimately led to the return of Fowler’s remains. Thorough
research, engaging writing and a commitment to see the story through to
its conclusion make this the best investigative piece of the year.

STANDING FINALIST

STANDING FINALIST
Katelin Dean - Wood-
stock Bugle-Observer

These stories - an initial news report and
follow-up - turn a spotlight on the spending
and governance of the Woodstock First
Nation. Solid, detailed reporting that
presents both sides of the story make
this a fine investigative piece.

Michael Gorman - Yarmouth County Vanguard

In this well-researched, two-part series, Michael Gorman puts a human face on
an urgent but neglected problem in a small Nova Scotia town - homeless youth.
The stories explore the extent of the problem, the reasons young people are on
the streets, and what needs to be done to help. An excellent example of public

service journalism.
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WEN Band

under review
Woodstock First Nation’s
spending habies questoned

By Katelin Dean

Tensions boiled over ot the Woodstock First Nation on
Tuesday afternoon as a pair of band resbdents showed
up a1 the band hall demanding answers for the chiel and
ooincil

“Thene's the chiel” screamed Valerie Polchies, one of
the [ruserated band members, as Chief betl Tomah headed
towands his trsck. “Ask him gquestions”

Podcluies owmdout on Twesday moming that she was in-
eligible for the band welfare she had applied for Aug, 22

She haad entened the band hall o ask council fora copy
of social services guldelines. S$he admicied she acted out
ol lrustration.

“I'll et clean 1o vou when | wam v” one of the council-
lors screamed as Polchies and her sister - Sally Polchies

exived dhe bailding.

Chiel Toamah vl the Bughe -Observer on Wednesdany the
Polcliies sisters “staged” the event He did not appreciabe
the media showing up unannounced.

“People wanl o shove cameras in people’s foes, they'll
(the camers) be scized and people’s vehlches will be seized
and I'm not thr ing. I'm promising” i

Tomsah's v e 1o 1ake s came i & Bugle-
Observer reponter after he took a phot
Hway

In terms of what Polchics was looking for, the chief
explained, the social service guidelines ape avallable
fram ithe Departmaent of Indian Affairs or from the band
oouncil office

“The same individual that's asking - asked nvo years
ago [or these documents and we had theo ready for her
and she never ploked them up,” Tomah sald

“She’s mare then weloomse o have copies of it have
copies of manuals and copies of di I

“IF you're mot emtitled [to well
aaid, * ‘s ot 1o be ules oo
peance aned arder”

“lwon't put up with (her methods | Tomah continued
*That's tatally unprofessional.”

I you want o deal witl isswes, there ane ways todeal .
that ane are respectful, mindful and conneous,” he said

“The issue Tuesday, is that someone wasn'tentitled (o
soclal” Tomah sakd. “They were done working. and they

Hickes,
's mules,” he
m soma kind of




Best Speciality Column

WINNER
Lila Hope-Simpson
Kings County Advertiser

Lila Hope-Simpson's 'Clothesline stories tell a great
deal' was everything a good specialty column ought
to be. It was informative, breezy and insightful, and
it got this judge thinking about clotheslines for the
first time in the recent past; in fact, it prompted thim
to go home and contemplate changing the line for
the upcoming summer. It also comes full circle, ending
roughly where it started, another important component
of a good column. In all, hers was the strongest entry
of a fairly strong field

STANDING FINALIST
Loretta White - Chester Clipper

The Clipper food column makes this judge check in more
regularly with the paper to see what other food columns he
could sink his teeth into.

STANDING FINALIST
Peter Assaff
Bathurst Northern Light

Peter Assaff's column about the future of the
Acadie-Bathurst Titan laid the issue out plain and
simple, but with some strong reporting factors
thrown in, which made for a fun read for any
hockey fan.
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Best Feature Series

WINNER:
Byron Christopher
Campbellton Tribune

Reporter Byron Christopher's series the Tribune's The Running Man
tells the story of the escape and capture of convicted murderer
Richard Lee McNair. It is a compelling story that draws in the
reader from the start as writer Christopher wastes no time
setting the scene by getting to the heart of the matter in his
description of the deeds committed by McNair. The writing is
skillful and concise and keeps the reader moving from scene
to scene as the tale plays out. With the wisdom of a veteran
reporter, Christopher chooses to keep the voice of the subject
at the forefront of the story where it rightfully belongs. The
series was complemented by strong layout, photos and graphic
elements that pulled together a well-presented package.

STANDING FINALIST
Jeanne Whitehead - Sussex Kings County Record

Jeanne Whitehead's series on international adoption for the King's County Record takes
the reader through the complications of international adoption as it evolved over a period
of decades and presents for the reader a world few ever enter. As she walks the reader
through the often perplexing process of international adoption, Whitehead allows her
subjects to take centre stage and in doing so, makes the reader empathize with their
struggles.

STANDING
FINALIST

Paula Levy
Bridgewater
Bulletin

Paula Levy's series for the
Bridgewater Bulletin, A Rea-
son to Belize, tells the story
of a reporter's first-hand ac-
count as a volunteer in Be-
lize. Levy paints a realistic
picture of the plight of the
impoverished country by
putting a human face on it.
Although she presents the
political reality she doesn't
allow it to overtake that
human element. The series
was supported with good
layout and photography.
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Best Christmas Issue

Best Special Section

Congratulations to the winners and all
the newspapers for very good entries.
Atlantic Canada can be proud to have so
many newspapers which go the extra mile
to publish Christmas issues loaded with g :
stories celebrating the season. £

riNorthern Pe;_g

Tl g o e o i Ui Wi, U L PO o e W e W0 i |

‘Christmas present like M s
we've never had before’
TLH apens up Southern Labrador

WINNER
The Northern Pen

Was the most complete. It had it all from
local stories, plenty of photos and a good
presentation.

INSIDE

STANDING FINALIST
The Packet

Good job! It was heartening to see newspapers
continued to publish news in their Christmas
edition. The news does not stop at Christmas!
Over the years, I've read too many entries
which publish only Christmas stories. Good
job to all!

STANDING FINALIST
Bridgewater Bulletin

Proving you did not need to publish
“Letters to Santa” to be an award winner.
Their package of local stories shone
above the other newspapers.

FESTIVE

FAVOURITES

This category is
sponsored by:

LIGHTHOUSE MEDIA GROUP » DECEMBER 2009

WINNER
Kings County
Register

Enticing readers with
contests, area map and
description of things
to do and places to
go. Excellent layouts
of ads, vibrant colors
within the section on
the ads and one of the
best centre spreads on
a participating merchant
10 week contest we
have seen.

STANDING FINALIST

Gander Beacon

There were a tremendous amount
of ads that were created especially
for this special five day event. Pictures
of famous people shaking hands
with locals was a nice touch in this

section .

STANDING FINALIST
Bridgewater Bulletin

A very unique idea, upgraded newsprint
stock, excellent use of color, well laid out
section with picture and stories about the
South Shore.

2010 BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION ‘ PAGE 23



Best News Story

WINNER
Michael Gorman - Yarmouth County Vanguard

Going way beyond what's usually required or expected to get a good story is
what makes Gorman's efforts stand out from all other entries. This is enterprise
journalism at its finest - Gorman saw something that didn't make sense and
started digging. His efforts shine through in his copy, which is delivered in
crisp, compelling fashion. It's clear that this journalist loves to ask "Why?"
and that bodes well for the rest of his career. Congratulations on breaking
this important story - a job very well done.

STANDING
FINALIST
Andrew Robinson
Gander Beacon

The saga of Paul Oram's failed
political career was heating up
when this story was published,
and one can only imagine the
spark Robinson's story set off.
Oram, the health minister, had
claimed that his shortcomings
as health minister were in part
due to the fact he hadn't been
given any briefing notes when he
took over the portfolio. Robinson
reveals here that Oram did in
fact receive "maybe 24 inches"
of briefing notes and rolls it
into a hard-edged news story
worthy of attention.

STANDING FINALIST

Tina Comeau

Yarmouth County Vanguard

Sexual abuse allegations are never easy to report and Comeau
dealt with several alleged victims with the right touch of journalistic
compassion and a narrative that makes a very difficult subject
to absorb as a reader too compelling to put down. That's not
an easy balance to strike, but it's done well here.
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Best Red Lobster

WINNER
Barbara Dean-Simmons - Clarenville Packet

Any bit of inattention can lead to public and very some-
times very embarrassing errors. There were not a large
number of entries in this category - it appears Easterners
make far fewer errors than the rest of the country.

The Packet takes first place for a large front page head-
line that reads, “NURSES ON STRIKE.” After sending the
issue to the printers on Monday, but before its Thursday
distribution, the nurses and government reached an
unexpected agreement and there was to be no strike. In
the next edition’s editorial, editor Barbara Dean-Simmons
touched on the error and used it as a starting point
in taking the government to task for exacerbating the
situation. Well done for making the best of an imperfect
situation and taking it all in stride!

STANDING
FINALIST
Staff
Miramichi Leader

Miramichi Leader for placing
an ad with a pair of bare legs
beneath an editorial photo
of a choir director shot from
the waist up. Very funny!

STANDING
FINALIST
JoAnn Sooley
Grand Falls-Windsor
Advertiser

Grand Falls-Windsor Adver-
tiser, in its “A look back...”
feature, reprinted some
restaurant coupons circa
1986 and some customers
tried to use them. This is
a great story for the sales-
people to use with clients
to show the Advertiser is
very well-read!
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Best Sports Story or Feature

WINNER:
Corey LeBlanc - Antigonish Casket

This one grabbed me right away and although it could have been trimmed
because it ran a bit long, LeBlanc’s writing style and the subject matter
afforded him an ease with which he was able to pull off extra paragraphs
without harming the overall piece. An excellent, informative read!

STANDING FINALIST
Angele Cano - Enfield Weekly Press

| liked this one because it celebrated a young
athlete whom it seems will continue to set new
goals and break records. Good writing and nice
photos. Congratulations!

PAGE 26 ‘ 2010 BETTER NEWSPAPERS COMPETITION

STANDING FINALIST
Tina Comeau
Yarmouth County Vanguard

Comeau put it all out there - the definition of a
concussion, the effects it has on people, and the
sheer danger any concussion, mild or severe, can
cause an athlete. Strong quotes and an interesting
young man drove this piece. Athletes and non-
athletes alike would get something out of reading
this story. Great job!



Best Feature Story

STANDING FINALIST

Christopher Vaughan - Stephenville Georgian

A comprehensive reflection on a community's visit with Queen Elizabeth Il and the
Duke of Edinburgh. Complete with anecdotes from a wide swath of community
members. A pleasure to read and view, as many historical pictures were included
with the feature story.

STANDING
FINALIST

Tina Comeau
Yarmouth County
Vanguard

WINNER
A beautifully written tale . . .
of how one man pieces Gavin Simms - Clarenville Packet

together the events sur- A gorgeous layout punctuates this superb feature story
rounding his plane being about a young boy's health struggles, his family's an-
shot down during the Sec- guish and how their community rallies to support them.
ond World War. The reader The photographs harnesses the strength and depth that

is taken on an easy-to- radiates from this six-year-old cancer survivor. Definite-
read journey about how |y a keeper.

people, places and things
fall in place - just at the
right time. The photograph
used in the story captured
the man's quest for an-
swers and appreciation for
discovery.
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Best National Editorial

| enjoyed reading the editorials and finding out what concerns we Canadians (West Coast and East Coast) have in common. For
the most part the entries were of sound opinions and compelling arguments.

Enough with the HIN1

Are you scared yet? Have yvou boarded up
the windows? Mavbe vou should go and buy
a vears worth of canned goods and botthed
water, if you haven't already done so.

The HINI influenza has cancelled sports,
and, God forbid, cut down on the number of
trick-or-treaters this past Halloween, Some
people belicve the world will come to an end
201 However, unlike 20060, when we thought
plancs and satellites would fall from the sky
when midnight brought in the new millenni-
um, it bk like 2 flu could be our downfall,

There are precautions you can Lake to pre-
vent the spread of germs, but i3 this new
news? Did we just learn that washing our
hands could prevent the spread of germs?
Some parents may let their child go to school,
but dont want them practicing with a sports
team., What's the difference if they wear
sweaty hockey gloves, or touch a doorknob or
stair rail on their way to math class?

It seemis that ever sinee 9/11 the world has
been 5o easy to Scare — S0 easy o sway. We
see LML as this apparent germ beast that'’s
threatening to take over society, as if Godzil-
la itsell was perched on top of Gander Inter-
national Airport swatting cncoming planes
with gigantic pig-fists,

Thie fact is, life must go on, and we can't go
through life constantly thinking about HINI.
We dont stop leaving the house becuse
we'ne seared of getting hit by a car. We don’t

stop playing sports because we're scared of

breaking a leg. We don't stop hunting because
wene scared another hunter will mistakinghy
shoot us, So why stop going o hockey pragc-
tice because were scared of contacting
HINI? If we were going to avoid everything
that can make us sick or injure us, we'll panic
and panie until the ol ticker stopped beating,

People wait in lines for hours for a vacci-
natkon that hasn't been tested properly, yet
we'll have unprotected sex when we know
AL WILL kill us,..not might... WILL, and yet
we still have unprotected sex. Why don't
health boards, and/or government ministers
hasld news confercnces about that?

Irv 20065, it wiss estimated that 5.5 millicn
South Africans were living with HIV, It was
alzn estimated that 70 newborn children an

hour were infected with the virus by their
mother, and 45 infants died from ALIDS-relat-
e canses every hour.

“People wait in lines for hours for a
vaccination that hasn't been tested
properly, et we'll have unprotecied
sex when we know AIDS WILL kill
5...notmight. . .WILL, and yet we
still have unprotected sex.”

In Canada, over 1,500 voung people under
the age of 19 were diagnosed with TV
between 1985 and 2005, It was reported in
006 that as of 2005, 666 Canadians between
the ages of 10-24 were diagnosed with Aids

I'he Public Health Agency of Canada
released information in 2006 stating that
58,000 Canadians were living with the HIV
virus,

Sure, its great to practice procedures that
could limit the spread of germs, but washing
vour hands shouldn't be a new practice — it
should have been something you started
doing when you were high enough to see
over the sink, Keeping furniture and office
equipment ¢lean is something people have
been doing for years. Mot going 1o work, or
staying home from school w vonrme sick
has been going on for many, many, many.
vears, We don't have to be reminded of this,

Theres no reason Lo panic, and thers's mo
resison to shelter voursell with a SARS mask
and bottle of Javex. We'll shudder, and wash
our hands with fear when we hear of a
HINI-related death, but hearing that Aids
took someone's life makes us go, “That's too
had”

We couldn't take outside water hottles,
not even toothpaste, on planes after 9711,
and now HIND is keeping people away from
sporting  tournaments,  extracurricular
activities, and treat-or-treating. %o, what’s
next? Mandatory SARS masks when we Lake
pubslic transportation? Will |1n|:: e alficers
charge people who shake hands? Will the
government issue pamphlets on how to cov-
er your nose and mouth when you sneere?
Maybe we'll have to start wearing gloves like
Michael Jackson..aand people theught he
WS CFazy.,

WINNER
Matt Molloy
Gander Beacon

CEWs should get
a second look

hether it's the public
inquiry into the death
of Robert Dzickanski
at Vancouver's airport
or the case of Stephanie Doucelte
who tried to attack her husband with
a knife at the Sussex Mall, conducted
energy weapons are a hot topic.

CEWSs, most commonly known as
Tasers, are lightening rods in the court
of public opinion each time they
used by police departments across
Canada.

So controversial are these tools of
law enforcement, the Canadian Police
Association and Canadian Association
of Chiefs of Police stepped up to mi-
crophones recently to talk about mis-
conceptions around CEWs. But in do-
ing so they admitted Tasers have been
used oo often.

Meanwhile, RCMP commissioner
William Elliott has said that CEWs
should be used only in cases of “ac-
live resistance” or when cases involve
threats to officers or public safety.

These admissions aren't exactly

are

rmﬂmg endorsements for the use of

s, which have been under intense
scrutiny for some time. It does, how-
ever, leave the door open to placing
these instruments and their use under
an independent microscope, one free
from outside influence.

Taking Tasers out of the hands of

police officers isn't the answer though.
With more demands of their abilities,
officers of the law need all the tools
ry to keep Canadians and
themselves out of harm’s way. It's also
a safe assumption that if faced with
the choice of either staring down the
barrel of a gun or the end of a Taser,
most would choose the CEW. But it’s
also clear that a significant number of
Canadians feel that staying the course
isn’t the answer either.

Tasers, like spell check on comput-
ers, can leave their users vulnerable
to complacency, which is why the
answer is not in a ban or in the sta-

NCCCSSe

tus quo but somewhere in between,
where the guidelines replace varying
shades of gray with black and white.

STANDING FINALIST
David Kelly
Sussex Kings County Record

This category is sponsored by:

BoynesClarke

Barristers & Solicitors
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Making
the news

t's shocking how quickly those of us who live in New-
I foundland get tarred with the same brush whenever
the seal hunt issue g brought up.

Theseal hunt, of course, wasin the news alot last
because of the brave(heart - according to Peter
actions of ouresteemed Governor General Michs
who, while visiting Nunavut, helped gut a seal carcass
and ate some raw seal heart with her Inuit hosts,

While it was a move that simply grossed out some peo-
ple around the globe, it also raised the issue of the seal
hunt versus other hunts around the world and what the
difference is.

were buzzir
1y positive, many ne

all week, with var-

E51e ha», gone the way it has, with
insults being huilﬂl at us ‘murderous souls’ without a
real discussion taking
about the issue

d.thesealhunt. And while the seal
sionsareflownlefl  hunt is an issu
and right ﬂx\ut t]u unt is d suc
issue, many of us have
who have never boen orown up hearing
to Newfoundland or D} I . £ D
the Eastern provineces, about, most of us
and ?unf T‘o&eibly by really don’t have a
peoplewhohave never, 1, 5 atalrs 3 .
ever livedinarural set- !‘U—g( "‘t‘dk"‘* m [h(*
ting, whn:o the death 185ue, cxccpt f()]'

: our reputations as
" Newfoundlanders.

of us have grown up

hearing about, most of

us really don't have a large stake in the issue, except for
our reputations as Newfo anders.

0 are against the seal hunt, but eat other
neat, they seem to take issue with the point that
al iz only hunted for its fur.

That is a good point, especially in this day and age of
reducing waste. It is a shame that years ago sealers and
vur government didn't realize this and at least attempt
to utilize more of the seal than its fur. There is lots of good
stuff in there and seal meat, so rich in nutrients and good
oils, could have been a godsend to remote communities
looking for opportunities to grow and prosper and per-
haps thiz conld have happened if more thought were put

w.Th' e \\Il]r!]\\ﬂ'\
to not eat meat.
s great to discuss these issues but beware of dis-
cussing them with anyone who lumps us all in as a blood-
thirsty race because of the activity which sustained our
|JND]O and communitics for centuries.

Elizabeth MacDonald,
Editor, The Charler

STANDING
FINALIST

Elizabeth MacDonald

Placentia Charter



Best Local Editorial

Everywhere
a sign

“Sign, sign, everywhere a sign,
Blocking out the scenery, breaking my mind "
- ‘Signs,” Five Man Electrical Band

If the provincial government follows through with its plans,
there will be far fewer signs on the sides of highways and byways
in Newfoundland and Labrador.

The province wants to make signs in this province match
what tourists see in other Canadian provinces, throughout
much of the United States and in many other countries.

Gone will be the interesting and creative billboards beckon-
ing tourists from home and away to the restaurants, craft shops
and museums off the beaten path,

Those signs, many interesting and unique, will eventually be
replaced by small, standard blue and white directional signs.
Nothing else, no matter how far back from the side of the road,
will be allowed.

As a first step, government intends to start removing signs
that don't meet even the current, more lenient rules early next
month. The province has warned those businesses and organi-
zations, just like the song says, "ynu ain't suppose to be here!

When the government asked departing tourists a few years
ago how their trip to the province fell short, the most common
response was that signage was confusing and inadequate, Visi-
tors said they had difficulty finding major attractions.

That seems to point to the need for more signage, not less.

The province claims using the standardized signage system
will make signage more convenient and effective. It says the fin-
gerboard style signs will be less distracting to drivers.

It is hard to imagine that a fingerboard sign with only a busi-
ness name can be more effective than a billboard that can list
location, distance off the highway, a telephone number, season of
operation and more,

It is equally hard to understand how a tourist, or anyone else,
could be less distracted by trying to decipher a dozen or more
fingerboards gathered together than several large signs spread
over several kilometres.

IL's interesting Lo note that the fingerboard signs are adminis-
tered through the provincial Department of Transportation and
Works, and cost participating businesses a little over $140 a year.

“Sign said you got to have a membership card to get inside”

Municipalities Newfoundland and Labrador wants munici-
palities to adopt similar rules. But not all towns agree.

The Port aux Basques Town Council doesn't see anything
wrong with the status quo. The consensus at last week’s council
meeting was that the new policy is misguided.

The town has to check into its own signs, including the one
that directs people to the Bruce 11 Sports Centre.

As Mayor Brian Button told his fellow councillors, “we spend
too much time trying to be like everyone else.’

The province is right to enforce the rules currently on the
books, but the idea of eliminating all but provincially controlled
signage is too much.

“Do this, dont do that, can't you read the .s‘fgn"

- Natalie Musseau
WINNER
Natalie Musseau
Port Aux Basques Gulf News

This editorial is well researched and
clearly written with a strong, well argued
point.

Co-operation will benefit region

Lawst week, the town council of Bishop's Falls gave the people of
this arva something they have been longin since Dec, 4
They came oul with a plan of how Lo starl o recover from the

Joess of the AbitibiBowaler paper mill

any of us have seen since the announcement. And it has

given some of us the fecling that at least there may be some hope,

Yes, Premier Williams expeopriation was a bokd move, and
holdness is something this provinee needs il it s Lo finally come
oul from hehind the shadow of the Upper Cang
been telling s for 640 years we ane a poor cousin, There is no indi
ealion, though, that there was any plan involved, though, beyond
taking back the proverbial playground ball so another player can
ake it and run.

finns who have

Al least the beaders in Bishop's Falls are willing Lo pul their ideas
ouil there.

d discus

In the largest town in the region, the council b
sions as Lo where Lo go next and insiders say there actually is some
kind of a plan. Too bad no one has told the rest of us about it - the
peophe whocast the votes so they could have some representation.

Bishops Falls has gone through something similar Wo the mill
closure belore.

When the rilway was shut down in the provinee in the kst half
of Lhe 19805, they saw one of Uhe majgor enployers move oul = but
the town survivesd.

Businesses were established in the town that provided employ
ment and spin-offs, some which are <till in operation today,

Mayor Jocy Fancey and her council have su
help with §
asked that benedits from power generated at the hydro facility in the
Lown stay in the town, both of which are very reasonable demands.

sted the provinee
rants and they have

wedd municipal operating

It was the first bit of real vision. real leadership and creative

Ome point contained in the Bishopss Falls plan is one that is the
vasies and best idea any one has suggested sinoe the closure was
announoed

They want 1o work together with Grand Falls-Windsor

It makes sense that the only way for the communities directly
altected by the AbitibiBowaler closure work | r. They
should take a page from the union songhook and adopt a “united

we stand, divided we fall” attitude.
There should be an immediate gathering of the councils of the
communities of the Exploits Val v discuss what their ic 4

o help the arca survive what will be a period where negativity and
darkness will abound.

The media has taken criticlsm lor calling on dlected officials to
provide leadership and roll ool plans, bul that is whal residents of
this arca need and deserve. They need someone o keep throwing
torches to those on the path through this terrible time so we can
SOr OUr Wiy oul.

Lemders must have several traits Lo be effective: they must have
vislon, passion, character, be leam builders and learn o be greal
decision makers,

Ihe lown
Joad - they

il of Bishops Falls have shown they are able Lo

» demonstrated they might have all of these traits.

Hopefully will ber abde to form a team with all of the other
Lown councils in the Exploits Valley.

Their suggestion should not be Inoked on as a threat to the

af any other ¢ ity, but rather an opportunity to

demonstrate true leadership,

The only way for the people of the Exploits Valley to survive
and even prosper in the wake of the mill shutdown is to do it
together

Devied Newell

STANDING FINALIST
David Newell
Grand Falls Windsor Advertiser
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True patriot
love

Last week Antigonishers learned the community’s fireworks
celebration for Canada Day will not be occurring this year.
Organizers stated the official reason for the cancellation is the
construction of the artificial d at St. EX. leaves no appropriate
venue for the colourful display. Fireworks at Columbus Field or
Dy John Hugh Gillis damages property at businesses and homes
Mayor Carl Chisholm said.

He also said brief discussions were held with the county about
a location but parking and fire risks left no workable alternative.
The inability to find an appropriate location is disappointing
but not as much as Town of Antigonish recreation director
Tricia Cameron’s comments on the situation. Charged with the
organization of Canada Day celebrations, Cameron said, “I'm
sure we'll get some reaction, but here's a thought. If somebody
wants to react, let them come forward with another location.”

Cameron’s comments were short-sighted and flippant. Here
are six locations that come immediately to mind.

Riverside International Speedway.
Grandstands, concessions, parking and a
fallout area make this location perfect for
a town and county celebration of Canada
Day. There could be family games during
the day, a concert in the evening and
fireworks to top it off.

The Antigonish Mall. There is a field
for fallout behind the mall. Staging could
be set up somewhere near the Visitors
Information Centre. Parking could be
toward the Canadian Tire end of the mall
and at 5t. EX.

Saint Andrews Junior School and the
Antigonish Education Centre. There is
parking in the front, the new gazebo could
serve as part of a stage and people could www.thecasket.ca
sit along the soc field. Fireworks could
be displayed over the fields beyond the school property.

Market Street area. Parking could be at Walmart, Superstore
and Staples with a concert in front of Central and fireworks
launched behind the store.

Mount Cameron Estates, Staging could be set up at the
bottom of the new development and fireworks displayed over the
Antigonish Harbour. Imagine the view from Williams Point and
other areas. Parking could be at Bethany and along the upper
portion of the development.

Reconsider the high school. Were residents asked for input?
If the celebration took place at the football and baseball fields,
would fireworks displayed above the soccer fields damage
houses?

e these six locations, or any others, considered and
discussed between the town and county? If so, you would think
they would have been mentioned so the public could see that an
effort was made.

We are a few years removed from when the fireworks between
the county and town were over annexation/amalgamation. Since
that expensive debate was settled, the celebration of Canada
Day, complete with pinwheels, Roman candles, Catherine wheels
and sparkles, is one event that helps bring the entire community
together.

While no one doubts council’s or Cameron's patriotism, the
lack of creativity in finding a solution makes one wonder if
finances played a role in the decision not to pursue a location
for a fireworks display. The town finished the year with a deficit
of $115,164 and county council was more than 328,000 in debt, If
finances were a consideration then council and town employees
should have been open about the situation. Using finances as an
excuse would have been easier to swallow than flippant remarks
by a key organizer of the Canada Day celebration.

Thi ar Antigonishers will celebrate Canada Day with a
breakfast at the Legion Hall as well as a hypnotist, cake cutting,
concert and movie night at Columbus Field. In the county there
will be celebrations mid-day at Teasdale's Field. Yet, the events
will lack the sparkle that comes with true patriot love. Next vear
let’s hope the celebrations go off with a bang,

STANDING FINALIST
Brian Lazzuri
Antigonish Casket
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Best Circulation Promotion

WINNER
Marilyn Puddicombe - Gander Beacon

This promotion involves carrier points which is a sure fire way to boost sales
and put a real face to the paper. There is incentive for the carrier to increase
their deliveries and get more ongoing pay for it as well as getting a prize. It also
provides incentive to do more given the more points the better the prize. They
had over 900 new customers and that’s what any successful circulation drive is
all about.

STANDING FINALIST

Staff
Enfield Weekly Press
STANDING FINALIST This promotion was very much
Staff - Montague Eastern Graphic a_community one involving a

local hockey association - East
This promotion involves a cross promo with pizza  Hants Minor Hockey Association.

places whereby take a new or renewed subscription | was impressed by the creative
and get a free pizza. Great family idea...during  approach to teaming up to sell
these tough times any “free” food is always greatly ~ subscriptions and giving back
appreciated! It has been done successfully for many  a portion of each sale to the
years and had great renewals and 100 new ones.  hockey association. It was suc-
The creative was powerful and easily understood.  cessful because it generated 187
Good coverage also for the pizza places. It asks for  new households to the paper. |
the order well with an easy entry form. thought the ad layout was clean
and understandable. The Post it
Note was great added support!
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Best General Interest Column

WINNER
Paul MacNeill - Montague Eastern Graphic

P.E.l. Premier Joe Ghiz may have had more finesse on the putting green than Paul MacNeill
some 25 years ago, or so MacNeill writes. But these days MacNeill regularly takes the
“quarters off” Ghiz and his government for its vision, programs, patronage and spending.
MacNeill raises issues, questions decisions and reveals information that demand
accountability and spark discussion not only around the cabinet table but also the kitchen
tables across Prince Edward Island. This editorial writing champions the public interest and
MacNeill is relentless and sets the bar high.

STANDING FINALIST
Wendy Elliott
Kings County Advertiser

Wendy Elliott’s well-researched thoughtful
columns are rooted in the community yet
take the reader beyond the obvious. For
instance, a glitzy stop in Wolfville of the
2010 Winter Games Torch Relay is a jumping
point for Elliot to discuss real nation build-
ing and its connection to the eradication of
poverty. In another instance, Elliott attends
a posh public dinner featuring local food
and wine and then discusses the politics
of food and nutrition. Poverty especially
among children raises the question that
Elliott poses to her readers- how we use
our wealth. Elliott is well connected to
her Valley community - both past and
present - and her columns inspire readers
to civic action.

STANDING FINALIST
Fred A. Hatfield
Yarmouth County Vanguard

Whether it’s from his hospital bed
or the editor’s desk, Fred Hatfield’s
columns draw you in with stories
so conversationally written it is if he
were in our living room sharing a
cup of tea. A letter to grandchildren
speaks poignantly about today’s
passing culture. Reflections about
a recent murder case told through
pictures from a family photo album.
We’re with him all the way. When
medical staff at the VG told Hat-
field that he is “a remarkable man,”
people who read his columns nod in
agreement and add, he’s a master
storyteller.
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