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LUCHESE UNDERBGOSS AND CAPTAI N PLEAD
QU LTY TO EXTORTI ON CHARGES | N FEDERAL COURT

JAMES B. COWEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, and PASQUALE D AMJURO, the Assi stant
Director in Charge of the FBI New York Field O fice, announced t hat
t he all eged Underboss and a Captain in the Luchese Organi zed Crine
Fam |y of La Cosa Nostra pled guilty today in Manhattan federal
court to one count each of conspiring to extort various | ocal
construction conpani es.

Luchese Under boss STEVEN CREA, a/k/a “Stevie Crea,” alkl/a
“Stevie Whnder,” and Luchese Captain or “Capo” DOM N C TRUSCELLG,

”

a/k/a “DomTruscello,” alk/la “Crazy Dom” pled guilty to conspiring
to extort | ocal construction conpanies for several years begi nning
in the md-1990's.

These gquilty pleas cap a series of racketeering,

extortion and | oansharking cases brought by the U S. Attorney’s



Ofice for the Southern District of New York agai nst nenbers and
associ ates of the Luchese Organized Crine Family. Since Septenber
5, 2002, atotal of 5 Indictnents have been fil ed agai nst 8 nenbers
and associ ates of the Luchese Organized Crinme Fam |y, including
CREA, who is alleged to be the Underboss of the Luchese Crine
Famly, and TRUSCELLO, who is alleged to be a Captain in the
Famly. Al 8 defendants have now been convicted through guilty
pl eas.

The I ndi ctnent agai nst CREA charges that since at |east
1994 he used his position as Underboss of the Famly to extort the
operators of Scalamandre Construction Conpany. Simlarly, the
| ndi ct ment agai nst TRUSCELLO charges that since at |east the md-
1990's he used his position as a Captain in the Famly to extort
the operators of Commercial Brick Construction Conpany.

On Sept enber 3, 2003, Luchese sol di ers CARLO PROFETA and
JOHN VANASCO, a/k/a “Johnny V,” alk/a “Joe,” simlarly pled guilty
to racketeering charges and conspiring to extort a |local fuel
transportati on conpany. VANASCO, and Luchese associate EARL
“Boobi € REYNOLDS, also pled guilty to conspiring to extort a | ocal
group of restaurants. On Decenber 17, 2002 and April 10, 2003,
respectively, Luchese nenbers JOSEPH “Littl e Joe” DI BENEDETTO and
DOVENI CO “Danny” CUTAIA pled guilty to conspiring to commt
| oanshar ki ng violations. Finally, on March 7, 2003, Luchese nenber

JOSEPH “Bi g Joe” DATELLO pled guilty to extorting the Comrerci al



Brick Construction Conpany, wre fraud in relation to a
construction project at the Park Central Hotel, and | oansharking.
Seven of the 8 defendants are currently awaiting sentencing. On
Septenber 26, 2003, CUTAIA was sentenced to 24 nonths’
i npri sonnent .

United States District Judge KIMBA M WOOD set January 8,
2004, at 9:30 and 10:00 A-M as the sentencing dates for CREA and
TRUSCELLO, respectively. CREA and TRUSCELLO each face a sentence
of up to 20 years in prison, and a fine of $250,000 or twice the
gross gain or loss resulting fromtheir crines.

CREA, 56, lives in New York City.

TRUSCELLO, 69, lives in Wayne, New Jersey.

M. COVEY praised the investigative efforts of the FBI in
this investigation.

Assistant United States Attorneys ERI C B. BRUCE and JOON
H KIMare in charge of the prosecution.
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