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United States Department OT. the. interior 
Heritage Conservation amd Recreation Service

See instructions in How fo Complete National Register Forms 
Typo £ll entries-—complete applicable sections

historic

and/or common Miller HouSfi

3f}Q3_J^_Larid_Avfimj.e not for pubiication

city, town_____S±, _J.QSaph______ ___—— vicinity of congressio;;:;! district 6th - Hon. E. Thomas 

Missouri code 029 . county Buchan;state
Coleinan

code 0?.l

'*ls?

Category 
__ district

Ownership
__ public

Status
_X. occupied
___ unoccupied 
_._... work in progress

buildings) _iL private 
_„... s !.'voi'.!re —_ both 
__. site Public Acquisition Accessible 
__ object __ in process _X- y^s: restricted 

__ being considered __ yes: unrestrictec
___ no

Use 
__ ifgriculture 
__ commercia! 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
.__ industrial 
__ military

__ park
_^__ private resloenu'e
__ religious
__ scientific
__transportation
__ other:

4* Owner ef Prapc^rty
name

city, town

§«

3003 Ashland Avenue

JSt^ .Joseph^ 
jr..': Er" t-• I ; »

.__ vicinity of state Missouri 64501

ega eserp
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. p egi s t r9r nf -Bu chaaaD_Co.nnt^f_-CnLirthoiis£L__

strest&nurobsr

city, town state Missouri 64501

ii en bM^s
* ! __ ThP Arrhit.pr-t.iirP nf St.. Q na-: this property b:^n determined elegibie? —— yes _X_ no 

___ ____ federal __ . state _x _ county _JC— Iocs!

ciiy, tov,'n St. Joseph state Missouri 64501



icri Check one C-;ock rne
X. cy.*--.!:?:it __ dolerioratud . X. unslitred _...X origin':! site

cpo. ; ._.. ruins . .... altered .._ ... moved c!c;?o ._ ___..._.. _._........._....
_._..... feir _. _..... uiuixpocrd

Describe; the p?c-_c-riS and ciS'jirs^S {:' known) physic;-;! a

The Issac Miller house is a two story brick dwelling built with running bond brick 
courses. The structure is in a residential area. At the time of construction it 
was located on 360 acres of farmland. Today it occupies less than one acre.

EXTERIOR

The main structure is forty-six feet south to north on the west facade; fifty-nine 
feet and four inches v?ast to east on the north facade; fourteen feet north south on 
the east facade; and then continues westerly in a setback forming an ell for twenty - 
three feet, four inches from east to west along the south facade; thirty- v-,-:o feet 
along the east facade at the base of thr- ell and then, thirty-six from east to west 
along the south facade. There is a two story perch at the southeast corner of the 
house measuring eleven feet; six inches wide by twenty-three feet long. The plan 
of the house is an ell , >

There is a tw<:> story porch on the west facade with Tuscan columns and w^od balustrades
These -have probably been replaced at some point in time. There is a wrought iron
balcony on the south facade at the second story level.

There are brackets at the cornice of the gable roof. At the attic level of the
gable ends there are a series of small windows. On t-\e south facade these h?ve
a cut stone bai;d which accentur tes their position.

Trie windows are double hung 6/6 light. Heavy cast iron lintels above '• he windows 
and wooden shutters are found on the west and south .facade. . The windows on the north 
and east facade have segmental brick arches.

All interior walls of the house are twelve inches thick. The doors are four panel 
and many have a swinging cover over the keyhole. The exterior door on the west facade 
is flanked by side lights and a transom. There is an open staircase to the second 
and attic level of the house.

Fireplaces on the first floor level have wooden Classic Revival type mantels. They 
have been painted over with the exception of the restored mantel in the summer kitchen.

The walls are eleven feet from floor' to ceiling on the first floor and nine feet, eight 
inches from floor to ceiling on the second floor.

The house rests on a foundation of rubble stone twenty inches thick.

This house has few alterations. The porch on the west facade has been replaced 
end several window frames were restored in 1978. There has been a space heater 
installed in one of the fireplaces. Otherwise, the structure lias not been altered 
since 1959.



Period
__ . prehistoric 
_____ 1400-1433
________ 1500-1 f.OO
__... 1COG-10S9 
_._. 1700-1729

o? _;iy^;_ ; "; nco—Check :>..:< justify i 
....... arci.eoiccjy-pf^his.osic _... community planning

_ 1SOO--

._.. _ arcr.eoifKjy-h.stcric
_X_ agricurtue
_v.. nrchi'.'jctiue
_.'_'_. . art
_____ commerce
______ con.rni.niOutio<.s

_.. __ conservation

__ education
___.._ engineering
_X__ exploration s&;.ien.eru
__ _ induslry
_ _.. invention

law
literature
mi.iu.ry
music

archit.-ictuie.______ reliriion
_ _..__ science 
____... sc'.;!pti.-'ro
__.. socia!'

politic.i..gove(nr.K-;rit
theater
transportation 

_ other (specify)

.-WillianuBlair— ._
o? Gf i;n??:r:-:jnc .:• {ir,

The Issac Killer house is significant as a fine example of a transitional Classic 
Revival Sty~i p residence with Jtalianatc decorative c/leirionts, and was the home of 
Issac Miller, an early settler in Bi.chanan County and a successful farmer.

Issac Miller •im.r.ig.-a tod to R.;chanan Coi't.ty, Missouri from Virginia in the late 
1830',.. lie acquired 360 acres of land in 1846 and by 18b7 had contracted William 
P.I air to build this house. The contract., still in possession of his ciranddaughter . 
the present owner, states th?t the prie__ of $4,500 was for an ell shaped binloiny. 
two stories high to i.ieasure forty-six by sixty feet. Pla :,cering the second story 
and bui idiiig the porch on the south, cost an additional $400 when the structure 
was completed in 1859.

Jssac Miller was one of the first settlers of Buchanan County after tho Platte 
Purchase. Fie raised cattle and prixe winning horses on his farm. SOUK, slave 
labor was used to form the bricks for the structure as they wore burnt on the 
property.

The property was annexed by the City of St. Joseph in 19?_5. Napoleon Miller was 
listed as a fanner in the City Directory for 1925. Virginia Miller is the third 
owner of the property.



©.
1- Atlas of B u c h a n a n C o u n ty: WPA Edition, located in the Engineering Department City 

Hall, St. Joseph, Missouri.
2. Birdsall, Williams and Co., ed. History of Buchanan County, Missouri. St. Joseph: 

^^1'lLtlD cL£2zriJ88L- ___~______'._____________________
1C
Acreage of nominated property _ LeS5_tha_n_.Qne__uCre 
Quadrangle name 1̂ L^QSe£h_N.Qrth , Mo . - Kan S . " 

UMT References
Quadrangle scale 1 :24^.000__.__

1 4 14 h itsA Ll5J
Zone Easting Northing
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E|___I L

J_
Zone Easting

J_

-L~LJ

Northing

I

LL-j-LuiJ Lj_i
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Verfca! boundary description and justification

Beginning at N 'line of Summit Ave., 1300 feet N and 725.4 feet W,'~SE 'corner of the 
SW quarter, thence N 348.2 feet, W 115.9 feet then S 125 feet, W 263.4 feet to the 
JLJJjne_.fl£J\sJiland_Aymie^JJie^^
List El! states arid counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

name/litle J__IhaTasU4^--CarjieaI--^-Assistaat.-£rofess£)r of History.

organization Northwest. Missouri State University 

street & number 393 Golden Hall

January 18. 1980

telephone 816/582-7141 ext. 1289

city or town Maryvi11e state Missouri 64468

1 State Historic Preserwaticm Officer Certification
The evaluated significance cf this property within the state is:

__ national_ __ state _X- local __ ___ __

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature __ '__ __ __

Director, Department of Natural Resources and
£i^^ date

T'-... L'l-'QO ..-« ,-,-tI.i 
Oi llwri.v ij*>v. tjiity

I hereby certify thr;t this prnpc.-rf is inciuti^d in ihc N.Ttionr.! Hftcjif.t'jr

Keeper oi trie Naiiv^n;^! ; :;°gir,tc:



FHR -E -300 (11-7flj

,i;icnt of the 
e £rOrsi;e-:'Vc*tio?t r.r.d Roere^ion

shsst Item nurnbar

2. Missouri _Stat.e_ ]j^t()rical_Survey 1980" "" " " " " " 

Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City

:-• M ;:;;•*

state

Missouri 65102

Item number 9 Page 1

3. City Records in the City Clerks Office, City Hall, St. Joseph, Missouri.

4. Courthouse Real Estate Records: Buchansn County Courthouse, Assessor's Office, 
St. Joseph, Missouri .

5. H. Fotheringhani, co\np., St_. Josc^h_City Directory for 1859-60. St. Joseph: 
J.A. Millan's Ben Franklin Book and Job PvMnLing Establishrnent, 1859.

6. Ii.iitqr[c9.]_c]n_d_ _;p 

1 • ^^.^.^^'

MO. Nev; York: John Lether;i, 18oC

st - Joseph: Hoyes City Directory Co.,

8. Insurance Map of St. Joseph, Missouri (North): Sanborn Map Co.

9. McDonald, F..L. and King, W.L. |11story_oJ_Bjj_char)an_Cqurity jind St_._ Josejpju Misspuri_. 
St. Joseph: History Publ ishi ng Co7, 19T5. " ~ "" " "" ~ "

10. On Site Observations by Thomas W. Carneal .

11. Plat Book of Missouri Counties: Tracy and Rutt, St. Joseph, Missouri, 1895.

12. Plat Book of Missouri Counties: W.W. Hixson and Co., Rockport, Illinois, 
Printed prior to 1895.

13. Plat map of the Buchanan County Assessor, County Courthouse, St. Joseph, Missouri.

14. Polk, R.L. St^oi^h^it^_Directpr^.. St. Joseph: R.L. Polk and Co., 1909-1925.

.. _ . __ item number 10

E 3oO feet to point of beginning, exceot tract to Campbell. 
of Sec. 34 T 58N R 35W.

" Page 1 

All in the SW quarter



Continuation she-':'

2. James M. Denny, Section Chief, Nominations-Survey 
and State Contact Person 
Department of Natural Resources 
Historic Preservation Program 
P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City .

11

March 4, 1980 

314/751-4096 

Missouri 6bl02
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Issac Miller House
3003 Ashland Ave.
St. 

Joseph, 
Buchanan, 

Missroui
Tom Carneal 

September Ik, 
1979

Carneal' 
s 

Office, 
305 Golden Hall

Worthvest Missouri 
State University

Maryville, 
MO 

6hh68
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MILLER, 
ISSAC, 

HOUSE

COUNTY:

LOCATION:

OWNER: 
ADDRESS:

DATE 
OF 

COUNCIL 
APPROVAL:

DATE 
SENT TO 

D.C.:

DATE 
OF 

REC. 
IN 

D.C.:

DATE 
PLACED 

ON 
NATIONAL 

REGISTER:

DATE 
CERTIFICATE 

AWARDED 
(AND 

PRESENTOR):

DATE 
FILE 

REVIEWED:

#448

Buchanan

3003 Ashland Avenue 
St. 

Joseph, 
Mo.

Ms. 
Virginia 

Miller 
3003 Ashland Avenue 
St. 

Joseph, 
Mo. 

64501

April 
25, 

1980 

June 
27, 

1980 

July 
1, 

1980 

September 
17, 

1980

Given 
to Mary Boder: 

July 
12, 

1983 
Presented:

The 
Issac 

Miller 
house 

is 
significant as 

a 
fine 

example 
of a 

transitional 
Classic 

Revival 
Style 

residence with 
Italianate 

decorative 
elements, 

and was 
the 

home 
of 

Issac 
Miller, 

an 
early 

settJer 
in 

Buchanan 
County and 

a 
successful 

farmer.



Issac Miller House
3003 Ashland Ave
St. Joseph, Buchanan, Missouri
Tom Carneal September lU, 1979.
Carneal's Office, 305 Golden Hall
Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, MO 6kh68
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