. NAME L
{ISTORIC St. Soseph City - Hall - R -
AND/OR COMMON ’_" -

2. LOCATION

STREET & NUMBER Frederick at llth Street

- ___VICINITY OF

SITY, TOWN: St. Joseph :
STATE Mo. cvod o9 COUNTY Buchanan coox=021
3, CLASSIFICATION -
ATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE ;
—_district X public X _occupled ——ogriculture LIRS
X_bullding(s) —private —__unoccuplied —commercial ___park
—Structure ——bothy _.work In pro —— sducationat —private residence
—_site PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __entertainment __.religlous
—_object —In process . . __Yyes: rastricted X _government —_scientlfic
—__being considersd X __yes: unrestricted: __.industrial ___tronsportction
_xX N/A —_no —_miiltary: —__others
$. OWNER OF PROPERTY
{AME City of St. Joseph
STREET & NUMBER
HATY, TOWN , St. Joseph —_ VICINITY OF STATE Mo.
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ’
Buchanan County Recorder's Offlce
County Courthouse . s
St. Joseph, Mo. .
3. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS i : 7
TITLE ' DETERMINED. m-.z" _YES _X _NO FEDERAL _X___STATE coumry 1
Missouri State Historical Survey, 1981
7. DESCRIPTION _ ._
ONDITION S, _CHECK ONE ... . . ... . .. CHECK ONE. . . . e
X_excallent —_deteriorated _X _unaltered Tl X oeiginal. site - L T L L O RAS
~—good et Uins ~——atftered —— OV date. ;
—falr —Unexposed

JESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
t. Joseph City Hall is a monumental public building, constructed in 1926-1927, in an Italian
enaissance revival style.--The south -¢{primary) facade- -faces the Civic-Center park, which was «r
reated as a part of George Burnap's master plan for the park and boulevard-system of the- city.
dditional buildings and soldiers' memorials were planned for the park,-but never completed, due.:
o the economic crash of 1929. The City Hall bulldlng is of stone and concrete construction with
concrete balustraded loggia on the south (primary) -facade and the east and west sides and a
oncrete balustrade above the second floor level. The third floor's smaller in area than the
ower floors and is surmounted by a decorative tile roof. Doorways on the main floor and window
penings on the second floor have round arches. Paired sonic columns flanking the second~story
indows on the east and west wings suggest the influence of the Ecole des Beaux Arts. The north
acade, which faces Frederick Avenue, is nearlv identical to the south facade, but lacks the
econd-story loggia. Door openings'oﬁ the north facade are €flat rather than arched. The overall
mpression of the building is one of granduer, symmetry, and restraint, with strong horizontal
ines reinforced by the use of coursed stone, strong belt courses and cornices, but softened by
he balustrades and the hipped tile roof above the third story.

e - - - - - -
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(See Photographs #19, #20, and #21.)
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~ SIGNIFICANCZ - .
ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -CHECK AND JUSTIFY 3ELOW .d_"—-“:
—_.Drehistoric _____darcheoiogy-prehistoric ______community piaaning . landscape architecturer ____ religiosr . - -
—_140Q-14993 archeology- historic —____conssrvation - aw sclence _ .
— I=%00-i%993 agriculture-- - S e economics - T T tergture TTTTT___sculpture
__1860Q-i1699 grechitecture: _____sducation: —_military —_sociat /° S
700 -I7T99 —_—art ——enginesring —__music 3 " Munanitarian
—_180Q 899 X __commerce . ——saploration/settiement ——_philesophy —__theater o
~ 1800~ —___communications e___Jnmnmy” - —politics/government —transportation

. - mr e Invention. B - - ____other (specity)
PECIFIC DATES 1926-27 - - BUILDER/ARCHITECT Eckel and Aldrich, George Burnap, and‘~.
TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH) -t Jacques Greber, Architects

1@ Saint Joseph City Hall is. eligible for llstlng'on the National Register-of’ Historic PlaCes
:cording-to--the criteria under“deflnltlons A and C’*to wit: It is a symbol of Saint Joseph'
sylden age of prosoerlty, whlch ended abruptly ln the 1930 s, just after the completion of thls
rand Qubllc bulldlng, a monumental bulldlng ln.a Renalssance revival. style, the Saint Joseph
.ty Hall, is_the work of master.a;chltects and possesses high artistic values in its form and
rtails. - The—bulldlng—1s significant-imrthe germeral areas of commérce”and architecture. 7,3n
mmerce: The grandiose plans for this building and the surrounding civic center park were the™
tlmination of an era of stunning prosperity, which began in the 1870's and ended in the 1930's. ~
ike other bulldlngs on Frederick Avenue, the City Hall is a memorial to St. Joseph's boom.years :*
id, indirectly, to the difficult economic times. that followed the crash of 1929. Architecture:

1e design of the building. resulted from a collaboration among several master architects, includir
orge Burnap, Jacques Greber, and the firm of Eckel and Aldrich. ‘Its strict classical symmetry;
:cond-story loggia, engaged columns, balustrades, arched window and door openings are features
1at give it great architectural 51gn1f1cance It is by far the most grandiose bulldlng on
rederick Avenue and one of the grandest in the City of Saint Joseph,

Y
f

— ~ . Ce e w
1

N - —. T L T R I S
i g eyt Tes AW e e ey e - ¥ ~ -~

- e R - B st - PO .- S - - . - - ~ . -

i, MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES R e S -
St. Joseph Lindmarks 1978, p7 29. = -
Bryan, John A., Mo.'s Contrlbutlon to American. A.rch:.tecture, 1928, P- 274
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J. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

crmasE OF PROPERTY_*___ouaomanerx mamg_ St. Joseph North scaLs
T™ REFERENCES *less than one acre. | o L o )
Ais] Glenlesol lambslanol - Lol (Lol I Lot o]
ZONE EASTING' NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

lJI_[[J'LL’j|1LII|II . D[!i'LlL’J"I{LL['Jii'J'

ERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANQO JUSTIFICATION A1l of blocks 39, 51, 52; the east 4 of block 40 and
west % of block 53, all in Smith!s Addition. .

I. FORM PREPAR@ B8Y

cTei ~e M Tenwal Dac~nve~a Dreservationist I and Nancy oandenn
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