
SIR WILLIAM JOHNSON, BARONET 
By the Reverend W. N. P. Dailey, D.D.l 

Sir William Johnson, Baronet, was one of the prominent leaders 
in the Colonial Period of the mid-eighteenth century.% He was born 
in 1715, in the county of Meath, Ireland, son of Christopher and Anne 
Warren Johnson, the latter a daughter of Commodore Warren, and 
8 sister of Admiral Sir Peter Warren. Of Johnson's youth we know 
very little. His uncle, Peter Warren, wrote of him in his diary in 
1726, "He is a Spritely Boy, well grown, of good parts, Keen Wit, 
but Most Onruly and Streperous. I see in him the Makings of a 
Strong Man. Shall keep my Wether Eye on this lad." 

The Johnson family selected army or navy service for the lad, 
but William chose the law and entered the Academy at Newry, from 
which he was expelled for assaulting the schoolmaster. In 1737, on 
the eve of his becoming a barrister, his uncle, Peter Warren, who 
had acquired a large grant of land in New Pork Province, "Situate 

1 This article preaents a subject outside the field of southwestern history, yet its 
publication in The Chronicles is a contribution to Oklahoma history since Sir Wil- 
liam Johnson was the first superintendent of American Indian Affairs, of note, 
bcrvimg by appointment under the British government. Furthermore, the policy es- 
tablished by the British in dealing with the American Indians afterward was ob- 
seived and closely followed by the United States through its Office of Indian Af- 
faim During his life, Sir William Johnson was associated with the Seneca Indiana 
Some bands of the Seneca tribe settled in Oklahoma during the period of Indian 
removal in the 1830's and their descendants live in the state to-day. The Cherokee 
Treaty of 1833 (Act of Congress, Feb. 1% 1833, 7 Stat. L 411, Proclamation Mar. 
22, 1833, article 2) provided a tract of 60,000 acres to these Seneca bands, in 
what is now Northeastern Oklahoma. The author of this article, the Rev. Dr. 
W, N. P. Dailey, is an experienced writer, a contributor to outstanding historical 
publications, and historian for the Dutch Reformed Church in New York.-M.H.W. 

SThe following estimate of William Johnson was made by Francis Parkman: 
UNature had well fitted him for the position in which his propitious stars had cast 
hie lot. His person was tall, erect, and strong; his features grave and manly. His 
direct and upright dealings, his qourage, eloquence, and address, were sure pass- 
ports to favor in Indian eyes. He had a singular facility of adaptation. In the 
camp, or at the council-board, in spite of his defective education, he bore himself 
aa became his station; but at home he was seen drinking flip and smoking tobacco 
with the Dutch boors, his neighbors, and talking of improvements or the price of 
bewej-skins; while in the Indian villages he would f a s t  on dog's flesh, dance with 
the warriors, and harangue his attentive auditors with all the dignity of an Iroquois 
sachem. His temper was genial; he encouraged rustic spo- and was respected and 
beloved alike by whites and Indians. 

"Hia good qualities, however, were alloyed with serious defects His mind was 
aa -me as it was vigorous; he was vain of his rank and influence, and being quite 
~ I W  f h m  any scruple of delicacy, he lost no opportunity of proclaiming them. His 
~ t u r u  was eager and ambitious; and in p u s h ' i  his own way, he was never dis- 
tiasuished by an anxious solicitude for the rights of otheram-Francis Parkman, 
The Conspiracy of Pontiac and the Indian #'or dter the Coyuest of Canada. 
(won: Little, Brown, and Company, 18911, VoL I, pp. 923. 



in the Vdey of Mohock," made him overseer of these lands. He 
arrived in New York in December of 1737 and spent the winter 
there with his aunt, Mrs. Peter Warren at One Broadway.3 To eval- 
uate the career of William Johnson, Baronet, and to form a just esti- 
mate of his life and influence in the colonies while in the service 
of the British, is not an easy task even though he left so many papers 
showing his varied activities.4 Nearly all writers of the past who 
have biographed him have placed him in the sphere of foremost im- 
portance in colonial history; the founder and patron of all move- 
ments, industrial, educational, even religious, and the man above all 
others of the whites whom the Indians trusted. Jeptha Simms, who 
wrote in the early forties, and Francis Parkman, of ten years later 
date, and William Joel Stone, and Jared Sparks, President of Har- 
vard, and now Kenneth Roberts, all reveal the human side of John- 
son, but tradition, romance, fiction still hold him up as a man of 
great renown. 

William Johnson's dream was that of a great feudal empire, pat- 
terned after the vast estates in the mother country, in the territory 
between Western New York Province and Canada. He had acquired 
some 200,000 acres, but his land dream visioned a tract of 14,000 
square miles where the Johnson family and their descendants were 
forever to rule ~uprerne.~ While superintending his Uncle Peter 
Warren's lands, he engaged one Catherine Weisenberg as his house- . 
keeper, who became the mother of Sir John Johnson, and his sisters, 
Nancy Anne and Mary.6 William Johnson, Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs after 1743, followed the Iroquois custom of allowing to dis- 
tinguished visitors the choice of their Indian maidens while in camp. 
The French colonists, urged on by their king, adopted the same prac- 
tice. It is to be noted that the Dutch and German settlers, with 
equal opportunity, abhorred the custom. In  his long will Johnson 
refers to Molly Brant, who bore him nine children, as his "house- 
keeper." She and all her children, save perhaps Peter, went back, 

SThis house was made famous as the headquarters of Generals Howe, Clinton, 
and Carleton. It  was from this place that Major Andre Bet out to aid Arnold who 
sought to deliver West Point to the British. 

4New York State has published to date eight volumes of "Johnson Papers" 
and more are coming, evidencing his busy administration for the crown. 

5 W. Piexrepont White, Johnson's Drccun of Enpire (1930). 
sSimms, writing in 1845, knew people who knew Johnson, and he u y s  that 

Catherine was a "High Dutch girl" whose passage from Europe was paid by John- 
son Paying the passage of an immigrant girl and then marrying her was a custom 
observed in several 9f the early American colonies. Othere have made Catherine 
the daughter of Reverend Jacob Weisenberg, a Lutheran missionary among the In- 
diana in the Mohawk Valley, but no trace of Weisenberg is discoverable. Tradition 
says that Johnson married her on her death bed, she having borne him three chil- 
dren,-John (b. 1742), Mary (b. 1744) and Nancy Anne (b. 1740). The Fort 
Hunter Indian Mission Baptismal records (extant) show that these children were 
baptieed as Weknbergs, not Johnsons, though later, they took that name. For 
notes on the life of the eldest son, John Johnson, Baronet, see Ad&& 



after Johnson's decease, to the Indian life, and aided Brant and 
Butler and Sir John Johnson in their raids in the Mohawk Valley. 

The correspondence of William Johnson clearly shows that, at  
least during the King George War (1743-1748), he vigoronsly mp- 
ported England's policy of scalping the Canadian French and the 
Algonquin and other Red Men who were regarded as enemies of the 
Crown. He wrote complaining that the money and gifts promised 
for the scalps that were being brought to Fort Johnson were not 
forthcoming, and especially commended the brutal Walter Butler 
for his success in this practice.' The walls of Fort Johnson afforded 
a gruesome sight, plastered with the scalps taken of the men, women 
and children for which the usual price was around eight dollars 
each. In  contrast it is said that the only scalp lifted during the 
Revolution by the patriots was that of Walter Butler, when he lost 
his life in the Battle of Johnstown, and this was done by an Indian 
in revenge for Cherry Valley. Johnson, native European, colonist 
and baronet, was adopted by the Mohawks and given the name of 
' ' Warraghiiyagee, " meaning ' ' Administrator. " 

Johnson's first residence was on the south side of the Mohawk, 
opposite what is now Amsterdam, New York. Here he lived for five 
years. Unbeknown to the Admiral, Johnson bought in 1740 a large 
tract of land on the north side of the Mohawk where he built a 
house that he called, "Mount Johnson," and a grist mill. Later, in 
1749, he erected a square stone house, still standing, now the Mont- 
gomery County Historical Society Headquarters. He brought sixty 
Scotch-Irish families from Ireland to work his lands. He rose rapidly 
to power--an Indian Commissioner in 1743, when Col. Peter Schuyler 
resigned, a Colonel in a West Albany New York Regiment in 1744, 
and in 1745 the King's Magistrate. I n  1748, Governor Clinton made 
him Colonel-in-Chief of the Albany County Militia though he knew 
absolutely nothing of military tactics. While all this was taking 
place, Johnson was adding to his real estate which in 1756 received 
the sanction of his king and was called ' ' The Royal Grant. " In  1745 
Catherine Weisenberg died and Johnson then (1745) engaged Caro- 
line, daughter of Hendrick, a Mohawk sachem, as his housekeeper. 
She bore him three children, William, Caroline, and Charlotte. 

On July 20, 1749, a great Indian Conference was held at  Al- 
bany, New York. It was attended by seven of the Colonial Oover- 
nors, with their uniformed staffs and families, also the Indian chiefs 
from the various tribes with their families, all attired in gorgeous 

?It has been said that scalping was unknown among the American Indians 
until the arrival of the European. But Caitier saw five scalps at Quebec in 1535, 
and Landonniere saw them among the Flo~da  Indians in 1564. Champlain says 
that the Algonquins used to carry away the heads as war trophies. 



raiment. Much hss been written of this conference by Johnson and 
others, but, aside from the presentation of gifts to the Indians, noth- 
ing of any practical use was accomplished. In 1751 the Provincial 
Assembly refused Johnson funds for his Indian work and this made 
him resign the post as Commissioner but in 1755 General Braddock, 
Commander of the British forces in America, reappointed him super- 
intendent of Indian Affairs and gave him the rank of Major General. 
Admiral Warren died in 1752 willing what lands were left of his in 
the valley to Johnson. In  the following year the French began to 
be troublesome again, w i ~ i n g  over the Senecas to their side and 
taking all the Ohio tracts. On July 5, 1753, Johnson was directed 
to confer with the Senecas, the Onondagas, and the Cayugas. In the 
fall he met with them a t  Onondaga, where he was regally entertained, 
but found no cause of trouble. 

Caroline Hendrick, Johnson's housekeeper, died in 1754, and, in 
her place, Johnson installed her niece, Molly Brant. She was a sister 
of Joseph Brant, whom Jared Sparks, noted historian of the Revo- 
lution, and other annalists, maintain was the natural son of Molly's 
mother by Johnson.8 Molly Brant lived with Sir William till his 
death in 1774, and bore him nine children: Peter Warren, George, 
Elisabeth, Magdalene, Margaret, Mary, Susanne, Anne, and a girl 
who died an infant. 

I t  seems most singular that while there are several large tomes 
of Johnson's official and personal papers extant, only scant vestiges 
of the records of his many years of tenure of the office of Indian 
Commissioner exist. It is said that the Board of Indian. Commis- 
sioners was originally set up in 1676, to be composed of five mem- 
bers, one of whom must be a minister.9 

Major General Sir Edward Braddock called a Council of Co- 
lonial Governors at  Alexandria, Virginia, to map out a campaign 
against the French. Johnson and Ben Franklin attended. The plan 
adopted was for Braddock to expel the French from Novia Scotia, 
and Johnson to lead a force to reduce Crown Point. He was prom- 
ised a force of 3,500 from Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Connec- 
ticut and New York, while he was to gather a force of a thousand 
Iroquois (600 came). Johnson's force was to gather at Albany, New 
York, about August 1, 1755. Braddock was defeated on July 9 a t  

8 Jared Sparks, LL. D, was president of Harvard University. Parkman dedi- 
cated his "Conspiracy of Pontiac" (op. dt.j to him, and refers to Sparks' distin- 
guished service to the cause of American history. 

Bln General Johnson's time, the minutes of the Board were kept by Peter 
Wraxdl, of Albany, his aide-de-camp and his "BoswelL" No matter what the eitu- 
ation, Wraxall favored his commander and was severely critical of those who op- 
posed. A four volume abridgement existed which was lost in the Albany (New 
Yorlc) fire of 1911. Sketches of the records are said to be in the Canadian 
archives. A transcribed partial copy is in the Rooaevelt Libmy at Hyde Park, 
New York. Harvard University published the W r d l  Abridgement (16781751) 
in 1915. 



Fort Duquesne. On August 6, Johnson sent Colonel Lyman to erect 
a defense a t  Fort Edward on the Hudson, and on July 26 the com- 
mander himself, with a force of 3,400, followed. 

Meanwhile, de Vaudred, Governor of Canada, to whom had been 
sent Braddock's papers revealing the campaign, ordered Baron de 
Dieskau to attack the English under Johnson. Through an error the 
French took the road leading to Lake George instead of to Fort Ed- 
ward, and, suddenly, found that the British army was but four miles 
away and ready to attack. This is known as the Battle of Lake 
George.'@ Although but partially successful, the failing of its ob- 
jective, it was the only success of the campaign. General Johnson 
has been severely criticised for his part in this conflict. In  extenu- 
ation of the results of the contest it must be recalled that William 
Johnson knew nothing of military strategy, and his appointment as 
leader of the affray was due, not to any military ability possessed 
but to his standing with the British regime and his supposed influ- 
ence with the American Indians. On the other hand, New England 
had furnished the main body of the army and to find their men 
'under the command and obstinate "tyranny" of a New York Gen- 
eral was a soft of "Promethean vulture to New England vitarls." 
There was a bitter feud between Governor Shirley and General 
Johnson, and Johnson's own staff was divided by jealousies and dis- 
putes. He insisted on recognition of hia "new dignity and station," 
while his secretary, Wraxall, continually magnified in many ways 
the commander's importance in writing to the Lords of Trade and 
the Colonial Governors, never forgetting to belittle General Shirley's 
actions. 

Both the English and French seemed to know each other's posi- 
tion prior to the battle. On September 5, Johnson sent Colonel Wil- 
liams with a force of one thousand, with four hundred of the In- 
dians under King Hendrik, to attack the French. Within an hour 
Williams ' force was ambushed, the , Indians deserted, both Colonel 
Williams and Hendrik slain, the remnant retreating to  the camp. 
So sure of easy success, Dieskau had left two-thirds of his force at 
Fort Ticonderoga. Both' Johnson and Dieskau were wounded in the 
initial skirmish, and neither took any part in the battle. General 
Lyman assumed command of the British force, and to him belongs 
the credit of defeating the French. The Indians deserted the battle- 

10 On the defeat and death of Braddock in the summer of 1755, Central Shirley 
became the Commander-in-chief. He ordered Johnson to march to Crown Point. 
Four months had now been wasted at Albany in acrimonious jealousies between 
Johnson and the New England forces. It was not until August 9, 1755, that the 
English army began to move, Jtho two divisions under General Lyman and 
Colonel Ephraim Williams bad gone to Fort Edward. These experienqcd military 
leaders objected to Johnson's plan of battle, but he overrode all protests, even of 
King Hendrik, the Mohawk chief, which caused confusion of orders and almost 
utter lack of discipline. Colonel Willisms was killed in the Battle of Lake George 
Hia estate was used to found Williams College. 



field and contented themsalves with robbing and scalping the desd 
on both aides. Baron Lonquiel and his French force were almost 
annihilated, and their bodies thrown in a nearby water which to this 
day is called "Bloody Pond. " General Lyman urged Johnson to  let 
him pursue the French remnant and try b take Fort  Ticonderoga, 
but Johnson refused. The desertion of his Indians, the death of 
Hendrik, at  odds with Lyman and his field officers, facing discon- 
tent and drunkenness in the  camp, wrangling with everyone under 
him-perhaps realizing his errors of strategy, Johnson let the chance 
of a great victory slip away, and sent Wraxall back to Albany in 
October to report to the Colonial Governors and the Lords of Trade 
on the insubordination of the army; bitterly condemning i t  in true 
Tory fashion as the "democratic fabric" of his force. A t  a final 
council, held November 24, 1755, he agreed to abandon the camp 
and return to Albany. 

Johnson's secretary, writing a report of the battle for the Com- 
mander to the King and the Colonial Governors, on December 2, 
1755, caustically criticised the political and selfish motives of the 
leaders of the force under Johnson, praised the latter and himself 
as paragons of military ability and of outstanding devotion to the 
royal cause. In none of t h e  letters that Johnson wrote to the Gov- 
ernors, nor in his report to the London Board, did he mention the 
name of General Phineas Lyman who commanded the force in the 
battle. The King made Johnson a Baronet (November 27, 1756) 
and added a gift of five thousand pounds. On his return to Albany, 
Johnson resigned his commission. Secretary Fox of the London Board 
of Trade sent him a royal commission as Superintendent of the Six 
Nations at a salary of six hundred pounds, and as much more for 
the expense of his office. 

England formally declared war against France in 1756. The 
nation that could take and hold the great war path between Albany 
and Montreal through the Hudson Valley was the people who would 
decide the fate of the colonies and the rule of the American con- 
tinent. In 1757, General Montcalm took Fort William Henry on 
Lake George from the Engliah. Sir William Johnson led a force of 
two thousand Provincials and six hundred Red Men against Mont- 
calm's six thousand, whose Canadian Indians slew and scalped the 
disarmed garrison after they had surrendered. In 1757, the "pray- 
ing" Indians from the north swooped down upon the Mohawk and 
Schoharie valleys, pillaging and burning the settlers' homes. John- 
son sought to attack these marauders with a force of three hundred 
militia and half as many Indians, but the French and their allies 
usually got away. 

In 1758, Abercrombie with a force of fourteen thousand, the 
greatest British army known to that date, undertook to wrest Fort 
Ticonderoga from the French. Colonel John Johnson and his In- 



dians were a part of this army but what part they took in it we 
do not know. Montealm had 3,600 regulars at Fort Ticonde- 
Abercrombie lost that number before he began his ignominiona re 
treat. Probably the death of Lord Howe on July 6 had much to do 
with the defeat of the British. However, ere the year closed, Am- 
herst had captured Loubburg and Forbes had taken Duquesne. In  
December 1758, Amherst planned to reduce T i c o n d e w  and Nia- 
gara, and to attack Quebec from the eea. Sir William Johneon was 
second in command in the attack on Fort Nbgara, but became com- 
mander when General Prideatax was accidentally killed on July 19. 
The French, after a skirmish, surrendered. J o h n ' s  report to Am- 
herst gave full credit to General Prideam for the success of the 
expedition, a contrast with his treatment of General Lyman who won 
the Battle of Lake George for his Commander. With the reduction 
of the forts at  Niagara and Crown Point, and the fall of Quebec, 
and, later, Montreal, Sir William Johnson's military career came 
to an end, On September 12, he and his Indian allies (1,350) re- 
turned to Oswego where his force was disbanded, and he went on 
to his home a t  Fort Johnson, to resume his real estate ventures and 
the erection of his dream empire. 

I n  the spring of 1761, Sir William Johnson called for a grand 
council of the Indians a t  Detroit, which was held in August. In 
the party was his son, John, and a nephew, Guy Johnson, who had 
married Sir William's daughter, Mary." At Oswego, he gave silver 
medals to certain Indians who were with him in the Montreal ex- 
pedition, reserving a gold one for himself at  Amherst's behest. At 
Onondaga he was present a t  a memorial service held for the Red 
Men who had fallen at  Niagara. The Detroit Council lasted three 
weeks. The Indians bitterly complained of their treatment in the 
taking of their lands and the results of their fur trade, but Johnson 
persuaded them to remain loyal to England. 

East of Fort Johnson, Sir William built a two story stone 
house for his daughter, Mary, who had married Colonel Guy John- 
son, and, midway between this and Fort Johnson, another for his 
daughter, Nancy, who had married Colonel Daniel Claus.lz A mile 
square tract of land was attached to each house. In 1763, Sir Wil- 
liam left his house on the Mohawk to his son, John, and removed to 
Johnstown, New York, a few miles in the interior, and built his third 
residence, a spacious house with stone wings on either side. The 
main frame structure is still standing, and is called "Johnson Hall." 
He erected other houses on his vast estate, one a t  what was called 

1lGuy Johnson died in London, March 5, 1788. Mary* his wife, died July 11, 
1773, at Osiwgo. 

laColonel Drnid Clans, deputy Indian superintendent, died in November* 1787. 
Mm Claus died in Canada in 17s. A daughter, Mary, maried Lord Clyde (Sir 
Colin C.mpbell) whom Highlandere nised the siege of Lucknow* India. 



"The Fish House," where the Wms Womuth were housekmpers, 
and another at Broadalbin, New Pork 

It was in this summer of 1763 that  Johnson f h t  became aware' 
of the growing conspiracy of Pontiao, although hb scouts were roam- 
ing the country but made no report of it to him. This wily chief 
of the Ottawas, and the western tribes, who were abetted by the 
French, had completely outwitted him. The Iroquois, inimical to 
the English, carried their conquests and depredations from Canada 
to the Carolinas, and from the western prairies to the forests of 
Maine. The origin of the Hodanosaunee, as these Indians called 
themselves, is not known. Some writers say  tha t  they arose out of 
the North, others out of the West, and still others that it was out of 
the soil of New York that they came. A century before the Dutch 
came to Manhattan (1609), the Iroquois were well established along 
the banks of the Mohawk and in the Onondaga hills, the Oneida and 
Cayuga forests, and on the shores of Seneca Lake and in the Gen- 
essee country. 

In  September of 1760, Sir  Jeffrey Amhers t  ordered Major Robert 
Rogers to proceed to take the garrison a t  Detroi t  and other western 
posts which the French had surrendered t o  the English. On Novem- 
ber 7, Major Rogers met Pontiac, the  calumet was smoked a n d  all 
seemed peaceful. On November 29, 1760, Detroit was turned over 
to the British.13 However, among the  Indians there was a deep 
seated hatred against the English. Sir William Johnson complained 
that the Government treated the Indians niggardly, and even the 
agents kept most of the material tokens given, o r  traded them to the 
Indians for great gain." The f u r  traders were  base fellows for the 
most part who robbed and cursed the  Indians. The lands of the 
Delawares were invaded by the whites; set t lers  from Connecticut 
entered the Wyoming country; the lands o f  the  Mohawks were pat- 
ented without their consent but  with the government approval. George 
Croghan, a deputy under Johnson, pleaded with General Amherst 
to change his policy toward the American Indians,  but Amherst re- 
mained arrogantly indifferent. The Indians began to prepare for 
revenge, for relief from the cruel wrongs suffered. But Pontiac, 
falsely persuaded by the French, decided agains t  the English in the 
hope that the French could recover Canada as well as drive the 
British out of the province of New York and the  great western lands. 

13 Up to the time of the conference between Major Rogers and Pontiac, the 
lattei had been a firm ally of the 'French. Shrewd and ambitious, with canny 
intuition, he saw the waning of the French power  and hoped to advance himself 
and his tribe by going over to the English. Of the  incipiency of Pontiac'e con- 
spiracy much is gleaned from Major Rogers' JownalJ and his Concise Account of 
North America (London: 1765). The poetic tragedy, "Pontiac," printed in London 
in 1766, may have been written by Major Rogers. There is a copy in the Britbh 
Museum. It reveals Cbekitan, son of Pontiac, to be i n  love with Monelia, daughtei 
of King Hendrik, the Mohawk Chief. Monelia i s  slain by Philip, the brother of 
Chekitan, who, in turn, kilb Philip. 

14Letter to Covernor Colden, of New York, dated December 24, 1763. 



All the tribes of the Algonquin linguistic family gathered to 
Pontiac and with them were the Wyandots and the Senecas, the rest 
remaining aloof wider Johnson's influence. Amherst was for tUKni- 
hilating the Senecas but Johnson persuaded him that i t  was not the 
tribe but individuals in i t  who were rebellious. Amherst hung two 
of the offenders a t  Ononddaga Castle, and imprisoned seventeen 
others in Manhattan where they were kept till the time of Pontiac's 
surrender in 1766. The initial plan of Pontiac was to seize Detroit 
with its garrison of a hundred and twenty, but Major Gladwyn dis- 
covered the plot in time to avert it.15 Pontiac and his six hundred 
warriors began to attack the fort in May and ceased not till the end 
of 1763 when the French withdrew their support. 

On ~ e ~ t e m b e r  7, 1763, Sir William Johnson called a conference 
at  Fort Johnson for the purpose of cementing the alliance of the 
Indians with the English. Chiefs and warriors of all the tribes, 
save the Senecas, together with the deputies of the tribes on the St. 
Lawrence and from Canada, came together. In an adroit mixture 
of threats, promises, and much argument, Sir William eased the In- 
dian discontent, and banished from their minds any thought of a 
revengeful war against the British, as that in which Pontiac was 
then engaged. But he urged on them to fight the western tribes 
who were hostile to the Crown. However, despite the apparent con- 
version of the Indians, the Province of New York suffered greatly 
from depredations in Ulster, Albany and Orange counties, and the 
western settlements in the Mohawk valley. Virginia, Maryland and 
Pennsylvania were fertile fields for  incursions by the Indians. The 
massacre of settlers in the valley of the Wyoming that occurred Oc- 
tober 15, 1763, was unusually atrocioua.ls It was a year of disaster 
for the English colonies. Johnson wrote the London Board of Trade 
in the spring of 1764, on behalf of the Indians, citing their wrongs 
and suggesting a plan of reconciliation. This was adopted but illy 
executed. General Amherst was prejudiced against the Indians, and 
against anyone who was not English, nobleman or soldier. In mod- 

15Major Gladwyn's letter to Amherst, dated May 14, 1763, quoted in Con- 
spiracy of Po&, op. cit., pp. 227-8. Parkman extolled the prowess of Pontiac 
but expresses regret that his life was stained with cowardice and wanton treachery. 
In his nature, Pontiac revealed the faults and virtues of the Indian race. The 
''Johmon Papers," op. cit.. have a great deal on this Pontiac "Conspiracy." 

16 In 1762, some settlers from Connecticut had taken possession of lands in the 
valley of the Wyoming, an east branch of the Susquehama River. This had been 
done in defiance of the Pennsylvania colonial government and had angemd the In- 
dians of the region. A party of Pennsylvania volunteers set out to iemove the 
settlers, arriving in the valley of the Wyoming two days after the Indians had 
burned the settlement and killed twenty inhabitants most of whom had suffered 
terrible torture (October 15, 1763). This event should not be confused with the 
Battle of Wyoming, best known in the history of the region as the "Wyoming 
Maseaore,'' which took place during the American Revelation between the Colonial 
tioopa and the Tories with their Indian allies on July 3 and 4, 1778 Some writers 
hove stated that Joseph Brant took part in the later UWyoming Masacre," though 
most historians now hold that he was not present and had no part in it.-M.H.W. 
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ern time we have his counterpart in General Custer whose only good 
Indian was a dead one. But this was long before the Battle of the 
Little Big Horn (1876). 

General Amherst was made Governor of Virginia in 1764, and 
in July of that year Johnson called the "western confederacy" to 
meet in council a t  Niagara. At first the Senecas refused to attend, 
but were persuaded to do so when told that their refusal would mean 
the destruction of all their settlements by t h e  English forces. 
Treaties were made a t  this council between the various tribes, hither- 
to under Pontiac, and the 

After the winter of 1765-1766, the Indians began to enjoy a 
season of peace; the fur  trade was resumed, their poverty and dis- 
tress were abated. In  the spring of 1766, Pontiac started to  make 
a promised visit to Sir William a t  Oswego. Little did he dream 
that his rule over the Indians of the West would soon be over for- 
ever. The batteries of Oswego saluted as he approached and Sir 
William and the Iroquois chiefs gave him a royal welcome. Belts 
of wampum were extended, "one to wipe away t h e  tears of sorrow 
from their eyes, another to cover the bones of their relatives, a third 
to open their ears that they might hear, and one more to clear their 
throats that they might speak with ease."18 Pontiac's pipe of peace 
was passed and smoked. On July 24, 1766, Sir William made his 
address, and was followed the next day by P ~ n t i a c . ~ s  

In  1768, another council of the Indians was held at Fort Stanwix 
(Rome, New York) to agree upon the boundaries of the lands of the 
New York Province and the Iroquois lands. Later the Iroquois sold 
most of their lands to the states of Pennsylvania, Virginia and Ken- 
tucky. 

I n  1769, Sir William's patents of land obtained in various ways 
from the Indians were 200,000 acres, all of which h a d  royal sanction. 
This vast estate was called, The Royal Grant. Except for these real 
estate deals, and his erection of buildings at JohnstowqZO New York, 
his later life was a quiet on-ve that there was a constant throng 
of the Indians from all the tribes visiting him, which meant a great 
deal of entertainment. 

The troubles between the colonists and the Indians, and between 
the colonists and the mother country, seriously affected Sir William. 

17 In 1765, Johneon reported to the London Board of Trade, the pamphlet being 
entitled, "Review of the Past and Present of the Indian Trade and Relationam " P a r k ,  op. cif, p. 301. 

19 The Minatea of this Council are in the office of The Secretary of State, in 
Albany* New York. Pontiac died in April, 1767, at the hands of a hired assasrin, 

2oAmong the buildings erected were a court house and jail, still -ding, paid 
for by the provincial assembly.-Letter of Guy Johnson to S i r  William Johnson, 
dued February 10, 1773. 



With prophetic Vision he saw the clouds of conflict gathering. The 
Fort Johnson Indian confemnce of 1774 was indicative of what was 
surely to happen once the Indians had freed themeelves from his 
hold upon them. He knew only too well that the liberty-loving Dutch, 
and the Palatines, with their half century of English o p p k o n  be- 
hind them, the duplicity that had deprived them of the "Schorie" 
lands, would eventually bring independence to all. 

William Johnson had received lavish gifts of gold and lands and 
honors from his King. He had visited England the year before and 
knew the mind of the English ministry and the war lords, In  vision 
fearful, he saw the slaughtered tribe. of his beloved Red Men, and 
the devastation of the homes of the settlers about him. It is a tra- 
dition that in conversation with close friends he had said, -"I see 
the conflict coming but I will never live to experience it," On the 
day of his demise (July 11, 1774) he was exhausted with the details 
of the Indian conference, listening to the complaints of the Indians 
and trying to appease them. While thus buay, a package of mail 
arrived from abroad and he left to examine it. In that hour Sir 
William Johnson, Baronet, passed a ~ a y . ~ l  

Tradition has it that his last words were addressed to Joseph 
Brant-to control his Indian brethren. Instead, Brant, with Butler 
and Sir John Johnson, abetted by the Tories, wrought their mur- 
derous atrocities, even for years after the war was ended and the 
peace signed. Sir William was first buried beneath the altar of the 
stone church which he had erected at  Johnstown. The body rested 
in a mahogany case, which was covered with lead. The latter was 
removed during the Revolution for making bullets. When St. John's 
church was burned in 1836 and rebuilt the vault was without the 
edifice. I n  1862 the remains were reinterred in the adjacent ground 
and a monument erected. 

Perhaps nowhere in American history can one find such a chap- 
ter that reveals the complete dissolution and utter collapse in so 
short a time of so ambitious a plan to establish a magnificent family 
kingdom in this western world. The vision splendid that filled all 
the sky of the soul of this protege of King and Admiral, and having 
a substantial basis of actuality in an already acquired boundless 
estate, soon crumbled into dust. The envy of the Indian, a builder 
of homes and buildings that still stand after centuries of time since 

11- * When the tempest which had long ban brewing samed at length 
h u t  to break, and signs of a speedy rupture with the mother country thickened 
every day, he rtood wavering in an agony of indecision, divided between his loyalty 
to the boveieign who was the source of all his honors, and his reluctance to be 
come the agent of a murderous Indian warfare against his countrymen and his 
friends. His final resolution was never taken. In the summer of 1774, he m a  
attacked with sudden illness, and died within a few hours, in the sixtieth year of 
his age, hurried to his grave by mental distress, or, m many believed, by the act 
of hia own hand."-Parkman, op. cir, pp. 91-2. 



their erection, courted by prominent men here and a b d ,  Sir Wil- 
liam J o h n  lives today for the mo& part as a great name in his 
day. In the real making of the Mohawk Valley, and in its spiritual, 
industrial and cultural progress, and in all that realkes the vision 
that Arent Van Curler (beloved by the Red Man) who saw in the 
Mohawk Valley a land of beauty and settlement, we must turn to 
those hardy pioneers and their descendants, the men and women who 
came to this virgin valley before Johnson and after him, and turned 
this wilderness of the Mohawk into a land of homes and industries, 
of churches and colleges, and made it the great gateway to the west. 



Hots on Sir John Johnson, Baronet. 
Sir John Johnson w m  born a t  Warrensbnsh, wuth of Amsterdam, New 

YorL, in 1742. The record of his birth is in the Fonda, New York Archives 
and shows that when he was baptised in the Fort Hunter Indian Mission 
he war baptised, as were his two sisters, Mary, born in 1744 and Nancy 
Anne, born in 1740, with the name of Weisenberg the mother, who Waa 
the housekwper for Johnson. She was (Simms) an immkrant German 
girl who was engaged by Johnson soon after his arrival at Warrensbush. 
Some writers have made her the daughter of Reverend Jacob weisenberg, 
who is said to have been a Lutheran missionary for many years among 
the Indians of the Mohawk Valley. But diligent research fails to find any 
such person. He is also reported to have been a member of the Board 
of Indian Commissioners but there is no reference to him in any of the 
"Johnson Papers" as published by New York State. Sir John Johnson did 
not wait to inherit the baronetcy from his father but secured it prior to 
the latter's decease-just how under the circumstances of his birth is an 
enigma 

Sir Jobn Johnson, following in the wake of his father, installed at 
Fort Johnson, as his housekeeper, Clarissa Putman, at  the time fifteen years 
old. We are  not sure who Clarisaa Putman was but she probably came 
out oL the Putman family of Fort Hunter of Tribes Hill. This was in 
1766. A son, William, and a daughter, Margaret, were born to Clarissa. 
On hie return from a visit to London (1773), Johnson married Mary Watte 
of New York on June 30. Meanwhile Clarissa was first removed to the 
town of Florida, and later went to Schenectady where she spent the rest 
of her life. She died July 1, 1833 (Schndy. "Cabinet"), and is buried in 
Vale Cemetery (there was a re-interment from another graveyard) the 
stone giving her age as eighty-one. Her home in Schenectady was later 
the site of Van Horne Hall, and now the Schenectady Building and Loan 
Association on State Street. 

Mary Watts (familiary called "Polly"), was born October 27. 1751. At 
the time of her marriage she was twenty-two and Johnson was thirty-one. 
She died August 7, 1815, fifteen years prior to Sir John's decease. Her 
parents were John and Anne de Lancy Watts, the granddaughter of Robert 
and Mary Nicoll Watts. Mary Nicoll Watts was a sister of Frances Nicoll 
who married Edward Holland. Mary Nicoll Watts was the daughter of 
William Nicoll. In 1786, Mrs. Edward Holland was living in Bethlehem, 
Albany County, New York. The wife of Sir John Johnson, during her stay 
in Albany, after Sir John had broken his parole and escaped to Canada, 
spent a great deal of her time with "Aunt Holland," 

On January 6, 1880, Major General Jn. Watts de Peyster delivered a lec- 
ture before the New York City Historical Society on "Sir John Johnson, the 
First American Born Baronet." This lecture was later pamphleted (12 pp.) 
but it bears no date or place of imprint. There is an appendix (pp. I-XII) 
which is titled "Proofs Considered in Connection with the Vindication OF 
Sir John Johnson, Bart, Being an Addreas delivered before the New York 
(City) Historical Society at  its Annual Meeting 6th of January 1880:* A 
second appendix on pages XIII-XXXVI is also headed, "Proofs Considered." 
These writings of J. W. de Peyster are generally regarded as prejudiced 
and not authentic.-References: Proceeding8 of the New Jersey Historical 
Society, vol. I1 (1846-1847) : New York Genealogical and Biographical Quar- 
terly, vol. IX, p. 129; Introduction to John Watts Letter Book in New York 
Historical Society Collections for 1928. 


