
I was plan ning to write in this col -
umn about just two books. How -
ever, just be fore start ing this col -
umn, Bu da pest Fajarowicz by Lev 
Gutman dropped through my
letterbox. As soon as I saw it, I
knew that a cru cial op por tu nity
had been missed. I played my last
Bundesliga match a cou ple of
week ends ago and I will now never 
get the chance to play the Faja -
rowicz against a strong player.
Hav ing al ready ven tured the Albin 
against Agrest ear lier in the sea -
son, I don’t think any one can
doubt that I would be mad/des -
per ate enough to do it!

Bu da pest Fajarowicz by Lev
Gutman (Batsford) is a rather
weird book. There is very lit tle
com men tary about the aims of the 
open ing and the lay out is just one
big thicket of vari a tions. How ever,
there are a num ber of com pen sat -
ing fea tures. First of all, Gutman
makes a very good job of ex plic itly 
sum ma ris ing the the o ret i cal dis -
cus sion that has gone on be fore
him. In the in tro duc tion he points
out the most im por tant books
writ ten about the Fajarowicz in
mod ern times. Through out the
rest of the book, he then high -
lights the au thor’s name (in bold
print) within the anal y sis when -
ever one of these au thors has a

par tic u lar opin ion about a vari a -
tion. I found this a use ful way of
giv ing you an idea about the likes
and dis likes of the var i ous
Fajarowicz ex perts. He also does
this in the fol low ing way be fore
each im por tant sub-vari a tion:
‘ 1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e5 3.de5 Àe4
4.Àd2 Àc5
This is the only way to avoid sim -
pli fi ca tion. Anatoli Matsukevich
The big ques tion is whether the
knight on c5 is well placed or not?
Har ding
White has dis placed the Àe4, but
af ter all, is his knight well placed?
Alfonso Romero
Al though it is nor mally di sas trous
to play the same piece 3 times in
the first 4 moves, in this un usual
po si tion it can be jus ti fied by the
fact that White has con gested his
pieces with 4.Àd2. Lalic ’

I have very rarely seen this done
in chess books but it seems a very
sen si ble idea to me, es pe cially for
such a rare open ing as the Faja -
rowicz. The other thing that is also
im pres sive is that Gutman him self
has played the open ing and con -
trib utes a large amount of anal y sis
and com men tary on all the lines.
To quote him in the in tro duc tion:
‘1.d4 play ers are used to be ing
treated with re spect. Af ter the
game Levin-Gutman, Ger man

cham pi on ship 2001, in which I
played the Fajarowicz, my op po -
nent, a solid grand mas ter and well-
 known the o re ti cian, was suf fi -
ciently af fected by the enor mous
ten sion he had to face from the
very start that some months later,
in the Ger man league 2002, he pre -
ferred to play 1.Àf3 against me.’

Im pres sive huh? Well as al ways
with such du bi ous open ings, you
just have to dig a lit tle deeper to
find the ‘dark side’ of the whole
mat ter. First of all, let’s take a look 
at the afore men tioned Levin-
 Gutman game:
1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e5 3.de5 Àe4
4.a3 d6 5.Àf3 Ãf5 6.g3 h5
7.Ãg2 Àc6 8.Àd4

T_.dMl.t
jJj._Jj.
._Sj._._
_._.iL_J
._InS_._
i._._.i.
.i._IiBi
rNbQk._R

T_.dMl.t
jJj._Jj.
._Sj._._
_._.iL_J
._InS_._
i._._.i.
.i._IiBi
rNbQk._R

8...Àd4 9.©d4 Àc5 10.©e3
de5 11.b4
11.©e5 also looks very good here, 
which Gutman points out in his
book.
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11...Àe6 12.Ãb2 f6 13.Ãb7
Õb8 14.Ãe4 Ãc5 15.©f3 Ãg4 
16.Ãg6 ®e7 17.©d3 ©d3
18.Ãd3 h4 19.Àc3
And a wild game even tu ally ended
in a draw. I don’t think how ever
that there is any doubt that Black
was com pletely lost af ter move 8.
(This may be a touch on the con -
ser va tive side.) I find it hard to be -
lieve that a white player would be
so scared of re peat ing this per for -
mance.

Sec ondly, the qual ity of the
anal y sis does leave a lot to be de -
sired. Per haps it’s sim ply the way
you have to be in or der to play the
Fajarowicz, but a lot of the anal y -
sis can only be clas si fied as hope -
ful. Let’s take a cou ple of cru cial
lines:
1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e5 3.de5 Àe4
4.a3
Known since a very long time as
the best line for White
4...Àc6 5.Àf3 a5 6.©c2 Àc5
7.Àc3

T_LdMl.t
_JjJ_JjJ
._S_._._
j.s.i._.
._I_._._
i.n._N_.
.iQ_IiIi
r.b.kB_R

T_LdMl.t
_JjJ_JjJ
._S_._._
j.s.i._.
._I_._._
i.n._N_.
.iQ_IiIi
r.b.kB_R

We are fol low ing Gutman’s main -
line in the 4...Àc6 vari a tion. The
line con tin ues:
‘ 7...h6
The other pos si bil i ties do not in -
spire con fi dence.
8.Ãe3 Àe6
[A pre vi ous game went 8...Ãe7
9.Õd1  0-0 10.g4! b6 11.Õg1 ©e8
12.Àd5 and g5 with ab so lute car -
nage. 8...Àe6 is Gutman’s im prove -

ment and the rest is anal y sis by
him – MS]

T_LdMl.t
_JjJ_Jj.
._S_S_.j
j._.i._.
._I_._._
i.n.bN_.
.iQ_IiIi
r._.kB_R

T_LdMl.t
_JjJ_Jj.
._S_S_.j
j._.i._.
._I_._._
i.n.bN_.
.iQ_IiIi
r._.kB_R

9.Àd5 Ãc5 10.Ãc5 Àc5
11.e3
11.b3  0-0 12.Õd1 Õe8 13.b4 ab4
14.ab4 Àe6, for ex am ple 15.e3
Àf8 or 15.b5 Àe7 16.e3 Àc5,
Gutman.
 11...0-0 12.Õd1 a4 13.Ãd3
Af ter the meek 13.Àc3 Õe8
14.Õd5 Black plays 14...b6.
13...Õe8 14.©c3 Àd3 15.Õd3 
Õa5 16.c5 b6 17.cb6 cb6
The po si tion seems dou ble-edged
to me – Gutman. ’

This anal y sis makes no sense at
all. 9.Àd5 is clearly not the best
move (9.Õd1 or 9.Àe4!? come to
mind) but the whole line is so
clearly ri dic u lous that I think that
the only sen si ble thing to say is
that you should stop the anal y sis
af ter move 7 and look for a dif fer -
ent line for Black.

A sec ond ex am ple:
‘ 4...b6
4...b6 has been es tab lished as
Black’s most pop u lar move in re cent 
years, al though this line, cer tainly
sound and sub stan tial, erases some
of the fas ci nat ing vari a tions that
make this Gam bit at trac tive.
5.Àd2 Ãb7 6.Àgf3 Àd2!
This is to my mind is the crit i cal
re ply.
7.Ãd2 ©e7
Other moves are less ef fec tive.
[This is Gutman’s im prove ment

over a pre vi ous game of Alfonso
Romero with 7...Àc6 – M.S]

Ts._Ml.t
jLjJdJjJ
.j._._._
_._.i._.
._I_._._
i._._N_.
.i.bIiIi
r._QkB_R

Ts._Ml.t
jLjJdJjJ
.j._._._
_._.i._.
._I_._._
i._._N_.
.i.bIiIi
r._QkB_R

8.Ãc3
8.©c2 Ãf3 9.ef3 ©e5 10.©e4 ©e4 
11.fe4 Àc6 12.Ãc3 f6, Gutman.
8...g6! 9.e3
9.e6 f6 10.ed7 Àd7 11.e3  0-0-0 with
a lead in de vel op ment, Gutman.
9...Ãg7 10.Ãd3  0-0 11.Õc1
a5  12.0-0 Õe8 13.Õc2 Ãf3
14.©f3 Àa6 15.Ãe4 Õad8
Black keeps con trol, Gutman’

This is a lit tle better than the
pre vi ous ex am ple, but still... I will
just point out that among other
things 8.©c2 Ãf3 is strongly met
by 9.gf3 ©e5 10.f4 with Ãg2 and
Ãc3 to fol low. Black is prob a bly
lost.

All in all, rather dis ap point ing. I 
have the feel ing that a lot of the
book is rather well re searched, but 
I can not un der stand how a player
of Gutman’s strength could de liver 
anal y sis of this quality.

Now on to hap pier ground, Play 
the French by John Wat son (Ev -
ery man). Suf fer ing ter ri bly as I
was at the be gin ning of the
Bundesliga sea son, I de cided that
the only rem edy for me was to
freshen up my chess by play ing a
lot of new open ings. For this pur -
pose, I re ceived Play the French at 
just the right time. This is the
third edi tion of this book and in -
cludes a lot of new rec om men da -
tions. Wat son states in the in tro -
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duc tion that ‘…this is not to say
that any ma jor sys tems in the last
edi tion are bad; on the con trary,
none of them has been dis cred ited.
The in clu sion of these new lines,
how ever, pro vides some fresh air
and il lus trates the breadth of play -
able vari a tions in the French De -
fence.’ There speaks the true
French evan ge list! A friend of mine, 
now an em bit tered French De -
fence-hater with a now deep-rooted
fear of dark-square weak nesses as a 
re sult of play ing Wat son’s rec om -
men da tions in the Winawer for the
last ten years, was not com pletely
con vinced. To be hon est, it does
take quite a spe cial player to play
the Winawer. Thank good ness,
how ever, Wat son also pro vides a
num ber of solid al ter na tives to his
main rec om men da tions. These
were the ones which ap pealed to
me the most and which I ended up
play ing in two Bundesliga games.

As al ways with Wat son’s books, 
a word of warn ing is ap pro pri ate.
Wat son is an an a lyst – and I imag -
ine also a player – who un re serv -
edly be lieves in the power of the
ini tia tive. For him, there are very
few equal po si tions. Ev ery po si -
tion in which Black has equa lised
is on the way to be ing better for
Black. More over, the very fact
that Black has an ac tive pos si bil -
ity in a po si tion (for ex am ple, sac -
ri fic ing a pawn for ac tiv ity) of ten
seems to be used as a jus ti fi ca tion 
to as sess the po si tion as good for
Black, ir re spec tive of the qual ity
of the ac tive pos si bil ity. The fol -
low ing ex am ple shows what I
mean:

Af ter 1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3,
Wat son’s re serve rec om men da tion 
is 3...Àf6. Af ter 4.Ãg5, he rec om -
mends 4...de4 5.Àe4 Ãe7. We fol -
low the main line 6.Ãf6 Ãf6
7.Àf3 Àd7 8.©d2  0-0

T_Ld.tM_
jJjS_JjJ
._._Jl._
_._._._.
._.iN_._
_._._N_.
IiIq.iIi
r._.kB_R

T_Ld.tM_
jJjS_JjJ
._._Jl._
_._._._.
._.iN_._
_._._N_.
IiIq.iIi
r._.kB_R

‘ 9.©c3, sim i lar to Kasparov’s
idea  9.0-0-0 Ãe7 10.©c3, has n’t
been tried as far as I know. Again
Black can break up the cen tre, e.g. 
9...c5! 10.Àf6 (10.Àc5 Àc5
11.©c5 b6 12.©c6 Õb8 13.©a4
Ãb7 14.Õd1 Ãf3 15.gf3 ©d5 with
a slight ad van tage to Black)
10...©f6  11.0-0-0 Õd8 12.Ãd3
b6 (12...cd4 is also play able)
13.Ãe4 Õb8 14.Õhe1 Ãb7
(14...h6ì) 15.Ãb7 Õb7ì ’

This is an in ter est ing line, but
the anal y sis here is also rather
hope ful. For ex am ple 10.Àc5 Àc5
11.©c5 b6 12.©b4 Ãb7 13.Ãe2
Õc8 14.c3 seems just to be a pawn
to me. How ever, of course, you
should give Wat son credit for men -
tion ing a pos si bil ity that has not
been played be fore and for mak ing
the ef fort of mak ing the first anal y -
sis of this po si tion. In any case, us -
ing Wat son’s book as a ba sis, I
made 2/2 in the Bundesliga and
felt pretty com fort able so for me
it’s def i nitely passed the prac ti cal
test! Rec om mended!

De ci sion-mak ing at the chess -
board by Viacheslav Eingorn
(Gam bit) was the other book that I 
took with me to the Bundesliga. I
read it from cover to cover a cou -
ple of times dur ing the week end
and en joyed it enor mously. The
tone of the book is so ber and re al -
is tic. You can tell that the book
has been writ ten by an ex pe ri -
enced prac ti cal player, some one

who has known ups and downs
and who has known how to sur -
vive life as a pro fes sional chess
player. A lot of the pas sages that
struck a chord with me were sim -
ply gen eral ob ser va tions demys -
tifying a cer tain as pect of chess
and plac ing it into a sen si ble, un -
emo tional con text. The open ing
para graph in the first chap ter in
the book en ti tled ‘In di vid u al ity
and Style’ is a good ex am ple:

‘A large body of knowl edge and
tech nique is fa mil iar to us from
chess the ory and prac tice, and is
wholly in dis pens able; yet its func -
tion tends to be an aux il iary one.
To de cide on a line of play in a po -
si tion which re mains fluid in char -
ac ter, you can’t make do with just
ap ply ing ste reo typed pre cepts:
there will al ways be op po nents
who can use them just as well as
you. A player’s style is noth ing
other than a pol icy for ac tion, with 
the aid of which he solves this
type of prob lem. It all starts from
the very first moves of the game:
we choose not so much a spe cific
sys tem as a gen eral di rec tion for
play. This is where the ba sis for
the fu ture con flict is laid. To be gin 
with, the sit u a tion that de vel ops is 
one which nei ther player ob jects
to. Af ter wards each of them erects 
his own log i cal struc ture us ing the 
build ing ma te ri als of chess
thought. The more skil ful ar chi -
tect achieves his end.

‘Nat u rally then, we at tach a par -
tic u lar in ter est to du els in which it 
is not only the chess men that are
in con flict, but also the to tally dif -
fer ent opin ions of the play ers on
the very ques tion of how chess
ought to be played. While ex am in -
ing games like this, I ad vise that
you not take any side in ad vance,
but in stead try to un der stand why
the win ner achieves vic tory.’
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Or how about this de scrip tion
from the chap ter ‘Tac ti cal Com pli -
ca tions’:

‘The re la tion be tween strat egy
and tac tics in the chess strug gle
has al ways been a no ta ble topic of
dis cus sion. Chess is a tac ti cal
game, but even in a rel a tively sim -
ple po si tion you don’t by any
means al ways suc ceed in work ing
out the es sen tial vari a tions. It fol -
lows that the pos si bil ity of ini ti at -
ing sharp play it self is a mat ter of
stra te gic choice. Chess strat egy is
con cerned with iden ti fy ing and in -
ter pret ing the vi tal el e ments of
the po si tion, such as ‘an iso lated
pawn’, ‘knights in the cen tre of
the board’, and all the rest. The
gen er ally ac cepted treat ment of
these el e ments is backed by the
knowl edge and ex pe ri ence of
many gen er a tions of chess play ers, 
and can usu ally be re lied on.
When it co mes to as sess ing purely
tac ti cal com pli ca tions, the mat ter
is a good deal more in volved. Here 
the plac ing of some par tic u lar
pawn or piece may be of over rid -
ing sig nif i cance while gen eral con -
sid er ations re cede into the back -
ground. Tac tics is like the cat that
likes to ‘go its own way’. Go ing for
a walk with it is most in ter est ing,
but a player does n’t al ways know
where it is go ing to lead him. Luck 
there fore be comes a ma jor fac tor,
and the re sult too of ten de pends
on de fen sive or at tack ing sources
that arise by chance.’

I found this sort of ad vice, cou -
pled with well-cho sen and in struc -
tive ex am ples, to be the per fect
prep a ra tion for my games. It just
helped me get into a rea son ably
sen si ble frame of mind for my
games and gave me con fi dence to
take de ci sions even when I had n’t
worked out all the con se quences.
Thor oughly recommended. n
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Yearbook

The Chess Player’s Guide to Open ing News

In Year book 70 you can find an swers
to the fol low ing ques tions:

HWhy does Shabalov believe that the Botvinnik
Semi-Slav has risen from its grave?

HCan White win at once with 9.f5 against the Pirc?

HHow rel e vant for open ing the ory is the first match
game Spassky-Fischer, Reyk ja vik 1972, to day?

HWhy does a Kasparov’ rec om men da tion in the
Si cil ian Poi soned Pawn lose on the spot?

HHas Gutman come to the res cue of the Fajarowicz
Gam bit?

HHow pop u lar is the Rustemov Varation in Ja pan?

H Is 6...a6 in the Slav Ex change still as solid as ever?

HHow hard to kill is the Traxler Gam bit?

HDoes Shirov come from a different planet?

For the contents of Year book 70 see www.newinchess.com/latestYB/


