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Methodology

This report is based on statements collected by a fact-finding mission sent by the
Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights (EIPR) to the Naga Hammadi district on 12-13
January 2010; the mission comprised two researchers, Ahmed Mahgoub and Ishaq
Ibrahim. The investigators visited the city of Naga Hammadi and the villages of
Bahgoura and Izbat Tarkas, where they collected statements from eyewitnesses, the
injured, relatives of the victims and clerics. The report also relies on statements from
Nader Shukri, a journalist and an advisor to EIPR’s Freedom of Religion and Belief
Program, who was present in Naga Hammadi and Bahgoura from 7 to 9 January 2010.
EIPR researchers conducted telephone interviews with some witnesses who could not
be personally interviewed by the fact-finding mission, as well as with several people
injured in the attacks on 6 January who were receiving medical treatment in the city of
Sohag.

The EIPR has maintained anonymity for most witnesses who gave statements, either at
their own request or to ensure their personal safety. It has provided the full names of
the victims, the injured and shop owners who came under attack as documented in
official police reports. This report relays witnesses’ statements verbatim, with
occasional interventions only to replace colloquial usages with standard Arabic and
English expressions.

Acknowledgements

This report was written by Ishaq Ibrahim, Ahmed Mahgoub and Hossam Bahgat;
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of the events in Naga Hammadi.
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Map of the Events
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Map key:

Yellow arrow: indicates the trail of the perpetrators as documented by the EIPR
Yellow box: indicates the location of nearby churches

Red box: indicates the site of gunfire over three phases

Green box: indicates nearby police locations
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Chapter 1: Background to the Events

1. Background information on Naga Hammadi and the intersection of religion and
politics

The events that took place in the city of Naga Hammadi and the surrounding villages
in January 2010 cannot be addressed without a better understanding of it inhabitants'
religious composition. It is also important to have a better understanding of the key
developments over the last two decades not only in Muslim-Christian relations but
also in the relationship between lay Copts and the Coptic clerical establishment on the
one hand, and political officials and the security apparatus on the other.

The district of Naga Hammadi, located in the Qena governorate, includes the city of
Naga Hammadi as well as several local municipalities, most importantly, the village of
Bahgoura, where Christians constitute 40% of the population, according to church
sources. Tribalism is dominant in the district given that most of the Muslim residents
belong to the Arab, Hawara and al-Ashraf tribes. Various clans live in the city itself
and most of their members work in state administration or one of the two large plants
producing aluminum and sugar. Church sources estimate that Christians constitute
20% of the population in the district as a whole, but nearly 40% of the city’s population
(Naga Hammadi). Father Kyrillos, the bishop of Naga Hammadi, Farshout and Abu
Tisht, has been the Coptic leader for the local Coptic community since 1977. The city
not only houses the seat of the bishopric, but is also home to two churches, Mar
Yuhanna and the Church of the Virginand the St. Bedaba Monastery (located on the
outskirts of the city).

Although Christian-Muslim relations in the district are characterized largely by
peaceful coexistence, the last two decades have seen several incidents that have
undermined this pattern. The worst of these took place in the late 1990s in the midst of
the armed conflict between Islamist insurgents and the Egyptian state, during which
members of Islamist groups attacked and assassinated Copts, tourists and state
officials. Naga Hammadi witnessed a violent terrorist incident in March 1997 when
three Islamists opened fire on residents of Izbat Kamel Takla in Bahgoura. The armed
militants opened fire on patrons in a Coptic tailor’s shop and then continued the
shooting spree by targeting people sitting in front of their homes. The armed militants
had initially targeted the St. Shenouda Church and the local police station but they
failed in attacking the two buildings due to heavy security. According to statements
made by church sources to the EIPR, the incident left 13 people dead, among them nine
Copts.

In the last few years, there have been signs of increasing sectarian tension in the region
sparked by religious conversions. Significantly, the Naga Hammadi diocese issued a
statement in December 2006, signed by Father Kyrillos, condemning “the irresponsible
practices that harm national unity and inflame sectarian strife among the children of
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one nation when certain bad elements approach young people in difficult financial
straits and use both lawful and unlawful means to deceive them into abandoning their
faith and converting to Islam. Thus far, this has happened with two young men from
Bahgoura and Naga Hammadi, who live in the home of a person in the al-Waziri area.”
The diocese urged state authorities to “immediately intervene to stop this meddling
with the nation's security.”

Yet, the most important factor for Muslim-Coptic relations over the last decade has
been the prominent political role played by the Naga Hammadi bishopric in the
parliamentary elections. The bishopric had actively secured a high voter turnout by
Copts, thereby fostering political tensions. Sources say that Father Kyrillos has realized
that Copts constitute an important voting bloc, with as many as 20,000 people eligible
to vote in parliamentary elections for the Naga Hammadi district, according to some
estimates. All EIPR sources agreed that this constituency played a significant role in
the 2000 elections when MP Abd al-Rahim al-Ghoul, a prominent MP with the ruling
National Democratic Party who had occupied the district’'s worker seat for nearly 30
years, was ousted. Al-Ghoul has poor relations with the church, which has accused
him of anti-Coptic prejudice and a failure to address their concerns. In the five years in
which al-Ghoul was not an MP, relations between Father Kyrillos and General Adel
Labib, the governor of Qena from 1999 to 2006, were strengthened and the bishop’s
influence grew. In this period, he was able to obtain the permits necessary to complete
renovations on both the St. Bedaba Monastery and the Church of the Virgin in Naga
Hammadi. The former governor also participated in celebrations and youth activities
organized by the church.

The bishopric continued to play a prominent political role in the 2005 parliamentary
elections. The NDP slated another candidate for the worker’s seat while Abd al-Rahim
al-Ghoul ran in the elections as an independent. Several sources spoke about
harassment of Copts by al-Ghoul’s partisans on the day of the runoff election, 26
November 2005, with the objective of preventing them from voting. The bishop had
declared his support for the NDP candidate and mobilized Copts to vote for him. As
soon as al-Ghoul was declared the winner of the runoff, his supporters organized
demonstrations that targeted homes and shops owned by Copts as well as some
churches, particularly on Mohamed Hosni Mubarak St., Port Said St. and Gomhouriya
St. The demonstrators broke down the doors of shops and houses with clubs and metal
implements and chanted anti-Christian slurs and some slogans aimed specifically at
Father Kyrillos. In the village of Bahgoura, al-Ghoul supporters rallied in areas with a
high Coptic concentration, specifically Abu Asal, Naga Eissa and al-Nuqrashi St.,
where they smashed doors and repeated anti-Coptic slogans.

A statement issued by the Naga Hammadi diocese, signed by the bishop on 10
December 2005, addressed this harassment and condemned “the unfortunate events
that took place on Saturday, 26 November 2005, which sought to undermine national
unity and shake security and stability through assaults on the property of Coptic
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citizens and the intimidation of Copts by supporters of an independent candidate in
the parliamentary elections (10th district). The diocese also condemns slogans that
derided Christianity and Christians and demeaned religious symbols. The diocese
reiterates that these irresponsible practices have not and will not undermine the fixed
principles of the nation and its fabric.” According to information obtained by the EIPR,
state authorities conducted no investigation of the harassment or sectarian attacks that
took place in those elections.

In 2006, a gubernatorial shuffle brought in General Magdi Ayoub as the governor of
Qena, the sole Coptic governor in Egypt. Yet, the new governor showed no enthusiasm
for strengthening relations with church leaders, especially Father Kyrillos. The cold
relations were reflected in decrees issued by the new governor, who chose to remain
distant from church leaders.

Aside from their importance in understanding the political and sectarian history of the
region, a review of these events is critical because several witnesses who spoke with
EIPR researchers made a connection between the Coptic Christmas attacks this year
and the impending parliamentary elections, scheduled for fall 2010.

When EIPR researchers asked one eyewitness to the Christmas shootings his opinion
about the background to the attacks, he said, “I live in another governorate, but my
family is from the Bahgoura area. I arrived in Bahgoura two days before the holiday
and heard some talk of ‘a present for the Christians on Christmas Eve.” What I heard
was that something bad would happen to break the voting power of the Copts who
follow the directives of Father Kyrillos in the Naga Hammadi diocese.”!

Another witness from the city of Naga Hammadi who was present during the shooting
said that perhaps the incident was attributable to the fact that “the church is involved
in politics and Father Kyrillos is known for controlling the Christian vote.”?

Another Coptic resident of Bahgoura stated, “The hatred has been around for a long
time. It didn’t start today, especially because the Copts have an influential voice in
politics. [One MP] always talks about his hatred of Christians and is fighting with the
church...to the extent that he sloganeers and incites people against the other MP
because he approved renovations to the Church of the Virgin and the St. Bedaba
Monastery in Naga Hammadi.”

When EIPR researchers met with Father Kyrillos in Naga Hammadi a week after the
attacks, he made the same vague allusions to the political and electoral background to
the attacks, but refused to clarify: “The incident is a terrorist act because the Christians
of Naga Hammadi have social and political standing. No possibility can be discounted

' EIPR interview with an eyewitness who requested anonymity, 13 Jan. 2010, Naga Hammadi, Qena.
2 EIPR interview with an eyewitness who requested anonymity, 12 Jan. 2010, Naga Hammadi, Qena
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here. It’s possible that the reason was a political maneuver, especially because elections
are around the corner and Christians are an influential constituency.”?

Therefore, it is vitally important to review the circumstances of the 2005 elections in
order to understand the role that Hamam al-Kamouni, the prime suspect in the 2010
attacks, appears to have played in MP Abd al-Rahim al-Ghoul's the electoral campaign.

Hala El Masry, a blogger and Coptic activist living in Qena who took part in
monitoring the 2005 elections, wrote about the 2010 attacks on her blog: “...I am not
forgetting what Hamam al-Kamouni and his supporters did the day of the last
parliamentary elections, when they tried to harass Copts so they wouldn’t go out in the
streets and wouldn’t vote for the NDP candidate who had replaced al-Ghoul on the
party list; how he harassed and molested Coptic women and did things punishable by
law; and how after independent candidate al-Ghoul won, he led the demonstration
and the campaign to intimidate and discipline Copts in the streets of Naga
Hammadi.”*

The official newspaper al-Ahram also raised questions after the Christmas attacks about
al-Kamouni’s relationship with MP al-Ghoul, publishing three photos of al-Ghoul in
campaign meetings with al-Kamouni next to him.® In a later edition, the same paper
denied all “rumors” about any relationship between the two men.®

It is also worth noting that a statement issued by the Public Prosecutor’s Office
regarding the indictment of the three suspects in the attacks included a note that
“police investigations revealed no indications that anyone was involved in inciting
these events.” The EIPR stresses the urgent need for a full, independent investigation
of the circumstances that led to these crimes.

2. Events in Farshout, November 2009

Only a few hours after the attacks in Naga Hammadi, the Ministry of Interior issued a
brief statement noting, “There are preliminary indications of a link between this
incident and a case in which a Christian youth was accused of raping a Muslim girl in a
village in the governorate.”” The ministry did not however provide a source for this
speculation, which was issued before any suspects were identified or apprehended.
The suspects turned themselves in on 8 January 2010, which is when the prosecutor’s
investigation began.

® EIPR interview with Father Kyrillos, the bishop of Naga Hammadi, 13 Jan. 2010, Naga Hammadi, Qena
* Hala El Masry, “Ayadi al-ijram al-khafiya fi majzarat al-milad,”

<http:/ /halaelmasry2.blogspot.com/2010/01/blog-post_14.html#links>.

*‘Abd al-Jawad ‘Alj, et. al., “Tadmid al-jirah fi Naj’ Hammadi,” al-Ahram, 15 Jan. 2010.

® Ahmad Musa, “al-Na'ib al-amm yu’lin haga’iq Naj’ Hammadi,” al-Ahram, 17 Jan. 2010.

" Security statement on the shooting of Christians in the city of Naga Hammadi, Ministry of Interior, 7
Jan. 2010.
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A statement issued by the Public Prosecutor’s Office on 16 January 2010 on the
indictment of the suspects said that investigations by the office had concluded that the
assaults were perpetrated by “a group of lawbreakers who divested themselves of any
ethical, religious or social values by claiming that they were motivated by the rape of a
Muslim girl in a nearby district and their viewing of footage of Muslim girls being
molested and demeaned.”

Thus far no information has become available about the source or nature of the footage
referred to in the Public Prosecutor’s statement; nevertheless, the security and judicial
narrative continues to link the Coptic Christmas Eve attacks with the rape of a girl in
the Farshout district, located next to Naga Hammadi in Qena (and also part of the
Naga Hammadi diocese), in November 2009. Officials with the ruling party and other
influential figures have also made the same link. A number of residents of Naga
Hammadi, both Copts and Muslims, expressed doubts about this official story
however, which they believe attempts to equate the perpetrators of the two crimes and
portray the Naga Hammadi attacks as an individual, rather than sectarian, crime
committed by a Muslim in the face of another individual crime committed by a Copt.

Although the EIPR does not have sufficient information and evidence to identify the
motive of the Naga Hammadi crime, particularly since the trial of the suspects had not
begun as of the release of this report, it is certain that events that took place in Farshout
in November 2009 and the security and judicial agencies' response to these events
played a role in heightening the sectarian tension that exploded on Coptic Christmas
Eve. The EIPR also believes that shooting at Copts to kill them simply because they are
Christians should be described and addressed as a sectarian attack, both in terms of its
causes and nature, regardless of any justification given by the perpetrators of the crime
itself.

Events in Farshout began on 18 November 2009, when a Muslim family in the village
of al-Shaqifi, located in the Abu Tisht district of Qena, accused a Christian youth,
Girgis Baroumi Girgis, 21, a resident of al-Kom al-Ahmar, located in the Farshout
district, of raping their 12-year-old daughter after forcing her to accompany him to a
nearby field. Security forces arrested the suspect the same day; he was questioned and
detained for four days pending an investigation.

The day after the Muslim family filed the rape complaint, the Farshout district and its
villages, as well as some villages in the neighboring Abu Tisht district, saw early
warnings of sectarian tension, starting on Thursday, 19 November, and becoming
worse until they exploded on 21-23 November.

On 19 November, Father Benjamin Nashi, the pastor of the Church of the Archangel
and St. Shenouda, located in the village of al-Khawalid in the Abu Tisht district, was
returning to his home in al-Qalaiya in his private car with a deacon, Murtada Gaber
Rizqallah. A group of young men carrying clubs, knives and firearms stopped the car
before the al-Shaqifi village, where the family of the raped Muslim girl lives.
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According to a statement given to EIPR researchers by Father Benjamin, the assailants
began beating the priest and the deacon and broke the car's windshield, although a
police car was parked next to the young men. Father Benjamin attempted to call for
help, but the police took no action to come to his aid. The priest added that the deacon
received medical treatment at the Abu Tisht Hospital for a head injury and bruising
behind his ear. He filed a police report about the incident, after which his car was taken
to the police station for inspection to confirm the report. On the morning of 21
November, he decided to withdraw the complaint, “in fear of harassment,” he said.®

On Friday, 20 November, the security apparatus asked 15 Christian families in al-Kom
al-Ahmar, the residence of the rape suspect, to leave the village immediately for fear of
their lives. Church sources told the EIPR that some went to the St. Bedaba Monastery
in Naga Hammadi, while others went to stay with relatives in other villages and cities.
The sources added that several families returned to the village after the situation
calmed down in early December, but not the family of the rape suspect.

At dawn on Saturday, 21 November, fires erupted at three shops owned by Christians
in Farshout at about 2:30 am. Saturday morning the local priests warned Christians
against opening their shops and pharmacies, fearing that some Muslims might harass
them or attack their property.

The same morning, many Muslims, particularly from the al-Hawara tribe, to which the
raped girl belonged, gathered in front of the Farshout police station demanding that
security turn over the Christian man so he could be killed. Police refused, saying they
were still waiting on a report from the forensic pathologist. As a result of the gathering,
a motions judge at the Farshout Criminal Court referred the case to the Qena Criminal
Court, which later set the opening date of the trial for 17 January 2010; the case was
postponed to 17 February, when the victim, her parents and forensic pathologists will
be heard.

According to witnesses, the crowd that gathered outside the police station on 21
November numbered several thousand and included Muslims from al-Shaqifi and
nearby villages as well as many Azhar students in Farshout. The crowd began moving
in separate groups that attacked Christian-owned property, broke down shop doors,
and burned and looted them. The attacks began at about 11 am and continued without
interruption until 10 pm, as the groups moved from one area to another. Several
victims and eyewitnesses stated that security arrived about 90 minutes after the
assaults began, but did not try to stop any of the assailants for several hours. The EIPR
also received photos and video footage from the Naga Hammadi diocese and some
Coptic websites showing the assaults underway despite the presence of security forces
nearby.

® EIPR telephone interview with Father Benjamin Nashi, Dec. 2009.
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The security forces imposed order on Saturday evening, after calling for additional
forces from the Sohag and Assyout governorates. Many sources told EIPR researchers
that security forces arrested about 70 of the assailants and referred them to the
prosecutor, who ordered the release of 15 minors and three adults, detaining 52 others
for 15 days pending an investigation; the detainees were charged with rioting,
assembly, arson and destruction of private property. Throughout December and
January, several of the detainees were released for various reasons, but an unknown
number are still in detention as of the release of this report, with no indictment order
yet issued.

The victims from Farshout filed a complaint with the Prosecutor General’s Office in
Qena, which sent a joint team from the Public Prosecutor’s Office, the criminal
investigations’ office and the city council to survey the shops damaged in the attacks.

Several other villages in the Farshout district also saw attacks on Copts’ property: a
pharmacy owned by a Copt in the village of al-Qara was set on fire at dawn on
Sunday, 22 November; there were clashes between Muslims and Copts in the village of
al-Araki the evening of the same day, after which some Muslims set fire to agricultural
land owned by a Copt; in the village of al-Qubeibi, the courtyard of a Christian’s home
was torched, but there were no losses.

The attacks spread to the village of Abu Shousha, located in the nearby Abu Tisht
district, 30 km from al-Shaqifi, where a pharmacy and three shops owned by Copts
were torched at dawn on 23 November. According to a statement from Father Boulos
Nazir, a priest at the Abu Shousha church, the afternoon of the same day groups of
Muslims set fire to houses, shops and property owned by Christians in the village of al-
Kom al-Ahmar.

In a telephone interview with EIPR researchers in late November 2009, Father Kyrillos,
the bishop of Naga Hammadi, said that he had warned the security authorities before
the attacks on 21 November and had asked them to step up the security presence in the
area in fear of retaliation, particularly given the signs of rising tensions. The bishop
added that the church had called General Magdi, the governor of Qena, after the
attacks to ask for compensation for the victims, but he refused and turned the matter
over to the director of security, who did not respond to the request. Church sources
estimate losses in the Farshout and Abu Tisht districts to exceed LE4.39 million. The
attacks targeted five pharmacies, a tour bus, a transport truck and more than 50 shops
and Coptic associations. The EIPR received a copy of the detailed inventory of the
losses prepared by the church.

In the days following the attacks, the security apparatus convened small meetings with
families in the villages of Farshout and Abu Tisht to caution them to maintain calm,
refrain from attacking the lives or property of Christians and avoid listening to any
incendiary ideas, according to one of the people who attended these meetings.
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The security apparatus asked the church and the victims to convene a broad, official
reconciliation meeting to cover the entire district of Farshout; the church refused,
asking for compensation before holding the reconciliation meeting.

Sources told EIPR researchers during December 2009 that Father Kyrillos received
promises from the Papal Office in Cairo that compensation would be disbursed before
Coptic Christmas, but it did not arrive until 11 January 2010, after the Coptic Christmas
Eve attacks in Naga Hammadi. A committee from the Ministry for Local Development
disbursed compensation for the victims of the Farshout and Abu Tisht attacks in the
amount of LE335,000, including LE250,000 from the Ministry of Local Development
and LE85,000 from the Pharmacists' Syndicate. Victims were eligible for LE1,200-30,000
depending on the value of losses incurred. The Public Prosecutor estimated that 42
shops, a pharmacy and a bookstore had been damaged, and 42 people were named as
eligible for compensation.

Chapter 2: Early Warning Signs
Could the Naga Hammadi attacks have been anticipated?

On 14 January 2010, a delegation from the People’s Assembly arrived in Naga
Hammadi after the assault on the city’s Copts to offer their condolences to the victims
of the attacks. The delegation met General Adli Fayed, the Deputy Minister of Interior
for General Security, as well as several security leaders and media representatives in
the Police Club of Naga Hammadi. During the meeting, the deputy minister stated that
the security apparatus “had no information regarding the incident in Naga Hammadi;
it would have been capable of preventing it had information been available.””

The information, testimonies and evidence gathered by the EIPR leads us to conclude
that this statement is false. The local and even district security agencies had adequate
evidence indicating that the area might be witness to violence on Coptic Christmas
Eve. In turn, the security apparatus failed to anticipate and prepare for these crimes,
whether it knew (or should have known) that they were likely to take place at the time
and location that they did.

The EIPR fact-finding mission met a Coptic priest at the Naga Hammadi diocese, who
asked to remain anonymous. He stated, “Father Kyrillos convened a meeting with the
priests of the diocese on 4 January 2010 and asked them to end the Christmas mass
early because he feared clashes or tension after the service.”

® Hamada “Ashur, “Musa’id wazir al-dakhiliya yanfi ilm al-amn al-musabbaq bi-wuqu’ madhbahat Naj’
Hammadi wa-1-Ghul yattahim al-i’lam bi-tadkhim al-hadith,” al-Dustur, 16 Jan. 2010.

'O EIPR interview with a priest at the diocese of Naga Hammadi who requested anonymity, 13 Jan. 2010,
Naga Hammadi, Qena.
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This meeting was specifically mentioned by several other testimonies collected by EIPR
researchers from different sources in Naga Hammadi, Bahgoura, Farshout and other
churches in the diocese. A Christian citizen from Bahgoura also told EIPR researchers
that he had received the same warnings from a priest: “Father Kyrillos had told the
priests to end the mass early and they in turn gave these directives to their flocks. Even
on New Year’s Eve, for example, church let out at 10:30 pm, although usually the
services end after midnight. On Christmas Eve too, it let out early, even though
according to the liturgy the fast can be broken only after midnight.”!

Another witness confirmed this in a statement to the EIPR fact-finding mission: “I
arrived in town two days before the holiday and heard rumors. I learned that some
locals had decided to celebrate the holiday with relatives in Qena and Sohag, far from
the troubles, but most people went as usual to the Mar Yuhanna Church in Naga
Hammadi, where Father Kyrillos leads the mass and senior Muslim officials come to
wish us a happy holiday. At the church, there were even more rumors, but what made
me think that they were only rumors was that life seemed very normal in Naga
Hammadi despite the incident in Farshout, the rumor of a ‘Christmas gift’" and the
security warnings. There were no guards in front of the diocese building or the
churches, which led me to believe that they were just rumors.”!2

From the time of the attacks on Wednesday evening, 6 January, until Saturday evening,
9 January, Father Kyrillos gave dozens of media interviews to the local and foreign
press saying that he had received threats before the holiday that violence would take
place and that it would target him personally or Copts in general. Nader Shukri, a
journalist with Watani, attended a press conference called by the bishop in the diocese
headquarters with several other journalists who arrived in Naga Hammadi Friday
morning, 8 January, to cover reactions to the assassinations and subsequent violence.
He told the EIPR, “I reached Naga Hammadi on Thursday evening. On Friday
morning, journalists began to arrive and Father Kyrillos spoke to them. He said he had
expected violence and that the security apparatus failed to protect the church. He
refused to link the attacks to the incidents in Farshout because Upper Egyptians
usually pursue vendettas themselves rather than hire others to do it for them. And al-
Kamouni [a suspect at the time] is not religious.”*®

Perhaps the most important statement by far regarding the climate before the attacks
and whether they surprised the security apparatus is the statement of Pakinam Amer,
a journalist with al-Masry al-Youm’s English edition, who reached Naga Hammadi a
day before the attacks and attended mass at the Mar Yuhanna Church, near the site of
the shooting. In an interview with EIPR researchers, Amer said, “I intended to go to
Farshout to attend mass there and write about the tension and fear felt by Copts

! EIPR interview with an eyewitness who requested anonymity, 13 Jan. 2010, Naga Hammadi, Qena.
'2 EIPR interview with an eyewitness who requested anonymity, 13 Jan. 2010, Naga Hammadi, Qena.
13 EIPR interview with Nader Shukri, 11 Jan. 2010, Cairo.



Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights 16

because of the violence [of November 2009], but when I went to Farshout, Father
Elisha, the priest at the Church of the Archangel in Farshout, told me that Father
Kyrillos had received threats of violence on Christmas Eve, and that if anything bad
were to happen, it would happen in Naga Hammadi and not Farshout. When I went to
Naga Hammadi on 6 January, I met Father Kyrillos before the mass and he told me
that he had moved the time of the mass up so that it could end early, in fear of
attacks.”14

A few hours before the attacks, Pakinam Amer sent her Cairo bureau an article titled,
“Shadow of Violence, Displacement Looms over Christian Holidays in Upper Egypt.”
In the article, she documents the wariness and anxiety of Farshout residents one day
before the assaults in neighboring Naga Hammadi. According to the article, only one
woman, in addition to the priest, was present in the Farshout church. When Amer
asked why the biggest church in Farshout was empty despite the 15,000 Copts in the
village, a local resident told her that “Christians were scared by talk of violence against
them...[and] that rumors had it that churches have been receiving threats from Muslim
extremists.”’> In the same dispatch, Father Elisha told the journalist that “Christians
feel insecure everywhere now and they expect violence at any moment.” In a
significant statement that suggests that the security police knew about the sectarian
tensions, Father Elisha said that members of the security apparatus spoke with him
about rumors that spread following the attacks on Copts” property in Farshout, that
Christians were planning retaliatory attacks, including the burning of a mosque—
rumors that the priest denied.

In the next article by Pakinam Amer, the journalist reported that some Copts she spoke
to on Wednesday morning in Naga Hammadi told her that they would not attend
mass at the church out of “fear for their lives.” A man from Farshout added that he
would watch Pope Shenouda’s sermon on television.'® The article also reported that
Father Kyrillos told Amer before the mass that he was worried about violence on
Coptic Christmas Eve.

EIPR researchers could not verify if the bishop Father Kyrillos had officially informed
security about the threats he and other Copts in Naga Hammadi had received prior to
the attacks. Starting on Saturday, 9 January, the bishop began back-tracking from many
of the statements he had made to the media regarding his expectations of violence and
the security failure. When the EIPR fact-finding mission asked him about this during a
visit to the diocese, he refused to provide details, but only said, “One of my duties is to
calm the situation to avoid more losses, because I have martyrs, injured people and

' EIPR telephone interview with Pakinam Amer, 19 Jan. 2010.

' Pakinam Amer, “Shadow of Violence, Displacement Looms over Christian Holidays in Upper Egypt,”
al-Masry al-Youm, 7 Jan. 2010.

'® Pakinam Amer, “Copts in Wrath Following Egypt’s Bloodiest Christmas,” al-Masry al-Youm, 7 Jan.
2010.
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detained people. They all come to the church and ask me to intervene. A person with
his hand in water is not like a person with his hand in the fire. We demand justice and
the apprehension of the perpetrators and that a deterrent punishment be given to
prevent a repeat of these events.”"”

Nevertheless, it is certain that the conditions in Naga Hammadi and Farshout in the
days and weeks before the Coptic Christmas Eve attacks were clear enough to warrant
the attention of the security apparatus at the very least. This necessitates an
investigation into the failure of the security apparatus to anticipate and prepare for
these crimes.

Chapter 3: The Christmas Eve Crime
Could the Naga Hammadi attacks have been prevented?

In light of the threats and tensions in Naga Hammadi and the surrounding villages,
detailed in the previous chapter, priests and their parishioners in Naga Hammadi
changed the time at which the Christmas Eve mass would end, from the usual
midnight to a little after 10 pm. Nevertheless, the fact that most families left the city
churches after mass did not prevent the perpetrators from carrying out the attack on
Coptic youths gathered near the churches.

According to official reports and eyewitness statements, three people committed the
crime. In an official statement, the Interior Ministry said that they turned themselves in
to the police on 8 January after their hideout was surrounded. The suspects in the case
are Mohamed Ahmed Mohamed Hussein (known as Hamam al-Kamouni), who drove
the car and opened fire on the gathered Copts, as well as Qurashi Abu al-Haggag
Mohamed Ali and Hindawi Mohamed Sayyid Hassan, who abetted the commission of
the crime. The perpetrators’ car set out from Port Said St. toward the Nile Corniche,
after which al-Kamouni opened fire on a group of young men near the diocese
headquarters. The car drove further and fire was opened on another group at the
intersection of Port Said St. and March 30th St., where the Church of the Virgin is
located. The car then headed toward the Cairo-Aswan Agricultural Road adjacent to
the city, where the suspects stopped a taxi near the St. Bedaba Monastery. The suspects
forced the Muslim driver out of the taxi and then opened fire on the Christian
passengers.

The attack left seven people dead, among them a Muslim warrant officer who
completed his service that day, Ayman Sadeq Hashem, 28. Six of the dead were Copts
ages 17-29: Rafiq Rifaat William, Abanub Kamal Nashed, Ayman Zakaria Luqa, Bula
Atef Yassi, Bishoi Farid Labib and Mina Hilmi Said. Nine other Copts were injured:
Ibram Nabil Youssef, Kyrillos Wagih Masri, Wagdi Shenouda Fathi, Rami Rasmi Agib,

" EIPR interview with Father Kyrillos, the bishop of Naga Hammadji, 13 Jan. 2010, Naga Hammadi,
Qena.
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Abanub Nashaat Sarid, Joseph Samuel Basha, Ishaq Adel Tadros, Michael Salah Rasem
and Shenouda Munir Shuhdi.

Shenouda Munir Shuhdi, 20, was hit by two bullets in the shoulder and arm. He spoke
to EIPR researchers on the telephone while in the Sohag Hospital, saying, “The day of
the holiday I was standing in front of the Lukas Company, and the martyrs Bula and
Abanub were standing in front of me, about 10-15 meters from the diocese building.
Suddenly I heard gunfire. I had barely turned around when a bullet hit me in my right
shoulder and came out my body. Another bullet entered the right side of my arm and
also exited because I was so close to the source of gunfire, which I could not see. There
was no security presence and it was all over in minutes. No ambulance arrived, so my
friends took me to the Naga Hammadi Hospital, where I was shocked to find a nurse
rather than a doctor giving me an exam. She even ordered me to lie down so she could
sew up the wound. I refused and asked for a doctor, but could not find one. I was
taken to the Sohag General Hospital in an ambulance. The nurse told me, ‘“These are
our capabilities.” In the Sohag Hospital, my treatment started, but I still can’t move my
right hand and the doctor has not yet told me when I'll be released. He stressed that I
would need to continue physical therapy at home for a while to be able to use my hand
again normally. I'm now paying the cost of medication and other treatment needs from
my own pocket, even though I'm at a public hospital.”®

The mother of Kyrillos Wagih Masri, 16, a high school student, explained how her son
had been injured by a bullet while standing with some of his friends in front of the
Naga Hammadi diocese headquarters after the Christmas mass: “I learned from local
residents that my son was injured by a gunshot. There was a general state of hysteria
and panic. Kyrillos” friends took him to the Naga Hammadi General Hospital and from
there he was moved by ambulance to the Sohag General Hospital. Kyrillos was hit by
one bullet that entered his right arm and exited on the opposite side, since he was close
to the source. Two bullets in his left arm severely tore his skin, broke the bones of his
arm and inflicted various injuries to his nerves. The do