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Quinceyvllle, Sept.26th., 1855,

I arrived at my new home on Saturday, the 22nd. of
September, about 6 o'clock, but the famlly with whom I boarded had
already taken supper, and so I had to take my first meal alonse. I

took a hearty supper, and after a while Mr. Hendricks (for hhat was
the name of the family with whom I boarded) arrived. Hxt He is rather
a stout bullt man of medium stature; rather a pleasant countenancs,
yot in his eyes a look of severity. He is also .a school teacher, and
hae & liberal education. He teaches a school in this (Upper Province)
Township, near the Dunker meeting house of the Greaen Tree, wplch
derives its name from the fact thatuthere is an‘axtraordinary large
piné tree right in front of the meeting house, whoBeée green branches
may have been waving 1n the breeze and making a mournful requiea to
the departed spirite who rest their c¢layey tenements neath 1ise shadows,
for centuries past, and well does the wmenerable pine deserve esome
t1tle to distinguish it, for the storms 1t has braved, and the galese

it has stemmed, still unharmed amidst the swelling tlde of agse.
The house whare he teaches 18 only about 200 yards from his

dwelling. It 1s a large and commodioua house, with four rows of emall

deske, which will accommodate two scholars eash, the teacher's desk

being on the narrow gide of hhe house, near the door. He has ‘a very

large school, it being formerly the largest in the Townshlp, often

containing seventy«five acholare. The house 18 gituated in a beautiful

grove of white @ak Trees, with an axtensive playground, which shows

the liberality of. the patrone & pirsctors of ths school, and that

they are not plind and dsaf to all the essentlals and comforts of

school like the Directors of soms other Digtricte, This should be an

welght among the friends of Education in the gelection

object of soms

at they have an extensive playground and

of school Houes grounds th
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* this ornamented wkk and embellished not only with shade traees, but
with a variety of flowers and plants, and, having thess, it becomes
necessary to have them fanced, which should ve not a crooked worm
fence, nor a half rotten poet fence, but a neat pals fence, with two
small gates, one on each side of a large gate through which wagons
might enter, which it often becom28 necessary to do in country schools
in bad Weather when parante come 1n carrlages and wagons to take home
their children. But as this does not come immediately under my present
gsubject, I shall pursue it no farther here, but return to the dwelling
of my Most, Mr.Hendricks, and give you a descriptlon of my present
home .,

He has a middle sized houss, two storhge high, bullt of stone,
with two roome on the first floor, and two on the sscond., It le
sttuated on a public road leading from Norristown to Quincyvllle,
and Phoenixville (the two last named places belng situated on opposite
eldes of the Schuylklll River), eight miles from Norristown, and two
miles from the other two towns. There is a dally line of stages running
between the above named places, and hucksters and vendors cor avery
description passing and re-pageing dally. There is a very nice yard
right in front of the houes, about twenty foatwide, which 1s planted

with very niese and thrifty fruit trees and vines, which answer ths

three-fold purpose of decofating, shading, and furnishing a constant

supply of rich and delicious fruit. The gouth snd of the housse is

used for ths dining ®oom and kitchen, and the other for a parlor and

' sitting room. Attached to the kitchen 1§bn oven and well house or

pump housa., On the south s8lde of the house 1a‘the garden, planted

es and vegetables. A little

pig sty, etc. The whole is surrounds

with fruits, flowers,, plants, roots, vin

to the northeeast 1s the barn,

with a neat pale fence. I have now taken you all around my new homse,

and I think you may now be able to perform some 1dea of my present
wase

nome. I will now take you to my chamber, which k& a vsry large ons
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- when T first took possession of 1t, but it has since been dlvided 1nto
two apartments. The one on the west 8ide which I cccupy 1s very smgll,
although 1t xx contalns room snough to keep my irunk, a chalr, and
clothing, etc., and from my window I can have a very delightful pros-
pect. But the long shadows of tha evening sun givs ue warning that 1t
18 time for me to return, so I will write no more for the pressent, but
on the morrow I may give you a brief outline of the scenery that 1s
spread out bsfére my view dally.

Frlday, ?ept. 28th.,1855, The morning has again arrived,
beautiful, clear and:lovely. Nature's scenes spread out before me, and
the pure weestern breeze coms softly in at my window to fan my wearied
brow, to clear away the cares and sorrows from my mind, All ssems gay,
chgerful and happy wnidst the warm sunshine, the cocl western breeze,
the mueic of birde, and the wild scream of the steam whisf{le, and the
tolling of the bells, and the hum of businessa, But without indulging
in the wild reveris of besuty, I will proceed with my task, namely,

a descriptlion of the scenery surrounding my new reeidsnce.
A little tothe north=west is the meating house, in front of

wpich stands the venerable pine, called the Graen Irss, and in the

wegt, rignt pefore the window, is the veautiful and fertile valley of

the Schuylkill, stretching out 1in all the magnificence of nature, the

fields clothed in thelr verdant robes, the corn standing profusely

about the flelds, and far veyond,the blue hills of Chestsr ralse thelr

forest-covered tops to the sky, forming a scensry more lovely and en-

chanting than the artist's pencil e'er could form or his imagination

conceive. The bed of the river cannot be seen from my chamber window,

but the great varlety of scenery which is presented to my view in the

y slopling hills, the undulating plains, the rich and verdant

gentl
make up for that, and

fields, orchards, and groves, and the forests,

though it cannot be 8eeén, yet the roaring, bustling sound of business

never cesses to to greet your ears from morn t11l night, and from
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But, lest my sketch become too tedlious, I will now proceed
to my 8. House, and before I enter 1t, I must glve you a brief sketch
of its location, etc. It 12 about a mlle and a half from my boarding
pXaxm house or the Green Tree in a north or rather a north-west '
direction. It 1s esituated on an elevated portion of ground of dry,
sandy soil, and a place that will not soon become muddy; on the road
leading from Quineyville to Norristowng about # mile from the Iormer
place. The prospect from this place is delightful, To the north and
west a beautiful portilon of country is presented to view,=- Yine groves;
richly cultivated fields with their carpets of green; the glassy bed
of the river with its numercus fishes sporting benaath its sllver
waves; the canal with 1tahumeroua boats transporting merchandise and
the varluus agricultural producte to the great money-making metropollis
of the land of Penn; the great Philadelphla & Reading railroad, with
1t%:;§}gred cars travelling almost with lightning speed, conveying
passengers, coal, agricultural machlinery and other manufactures, all
to the city of Philadelphia and the various towne and vlillages along xke
the route. There was alsc the extensive town of Phoenixville, wlth
148 factories, rolling mills, forges, churches, 8chools, prlvate and
public houses, the blue and pileturesque mountaln beyond,~- all of which
go to make up the mosi delightful and plaasing prospects imaginable.
The finely built town of Phoenix in particular presents a fine view
from this place, rather finer than from any other poilnt, It contains
a number of churches, two of which are visible from this place. The
one has a very talﬂppira, and I suppose it is elther a Luthsran or
a Presbyterian. The other is a Cathokie church, and stande on an

elevation inthe upper end of the town, built very high, anﬁmakas

a conspicuous appearance, with a large cross extending high into the

air, ever reminding us that the papal throne has yet an exiatence, and

may
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' may one day attaln a powerful sway in thls, the midet of our
republican institutions, in this our own falr land of llberty, to
blast all our hopes, to strike down with one blow all our fond
anticipations of future peace,xmk proeperity and happiness,

But to return to the B.Hoﬁae. On the east there is a steep
hill of verdant green, with several smallecoltages standing on its
slope; farther smmkk towarde the south there le a flne brlck building
in the possesaion of a farmer; andon the gpouth side of the eBchool house
there is a gently undulated plaln, on which there are geveral cottage 8
inhabited by boatmen, lsborers and ice cream manufgeturers, etc. But
a8 we have been allaround, I suppose it 1s tine that I come to the
house itself. Thie 1s built near the centre of a pentangular lot of
ground containing three-guarters of an aere, which was purchased for
this purpose at the rate of one hundred dollars per acre. The buillding
18 a new house, just put up, and in fact not quite finished at this
time. It is built of stone, and 118 dimensions are thirty by thirty-
five. It contains only one storey, which is about ten feet from the
floor to the ceiling. The walle on the outeaide are dashed with a white
coat of gravel and lime, and make a very fine appearance. It contalns
nine windowe,- three on each front, and two on one gable, and one on
the other, and one door in the gable which has the ons window fronting

towards the road. The inside arrangements are as follows: The teachar's

desk is on the north side of the housse, at the middle window, and is

a square concern about three feet long and two and a half feet wide,
and abhout three feet high, and the top quite level, and the bench
thereto is made proportionately high, Both desk and kzkkx bench are
about 6 inches too high for ocomfort and convenlience. Then there are

one double desk and one single desk on each side of the teacher's desk,
80 placed that there is an alsle between them, in which there 1é 8

stove placed. The desks are about 2% feet in height, which 1s Jusi

gix inches too high for the scholars to write on conveniently. They are
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apout 2 feet wide ana have 6 echolars to a desk, and arse so arranged
a8 to have the scholars sitting with their faces toward the tseachsr.
The double desks have the pupils on eacn side, 8o that some sit with
thelir pagks to the teacher. Kach desk ha# a lid that can pe locked
whaen desired. The teacher's desk is to pe elevated on a platform,
though it 1is not yot madc; as woll a8 the aouple desks, and the four
Jambe on the side opposite the teacher's desk are to be painted black
for plackboards. The ceiling and Walls-are smooth, which 18 admirably
adapted for this purpose.

Hafing»now given a full description of the house, its
location, and the scenery surrounding it, I will now procsed to tell

you something about the aschool itself. This 1€aﬁﬁi”a difficult task

ingemuch ae it 18 composed of material as various as creation itselr.
However, in the first place I shall say a few words for myself. On
Bunday after arriving at my new home, I rose betimee and after going
through the usual ablutions of the day and dreesing, I, in company

with my worthy host, Mr, Hendrlcks, took a walk down to the canal and
river which was very low then. All was beautiful and lovely. The

erystal wave flowed silently on its oourse, while the little fishes
sported along its banke in thelr native element. The green banks, ’
lovely enough, seemed llke a fairy scens. The hum of businessa had
subsided, and the lonely silence made 1t at once a fit ecene of
contemplation on that day, There was the roaring cataract where the
foaming waters leaped and dashed over the moss=grown aumk rock, which

sgemed to inspire one with the solemn grandeur of nature's beautiss,

strayed :
and a8 we u‘i“ along the bank8, or rather on the tow path of the

canal, we at last came to the locks where We found & man 8itting on

a pler a-fishing. He was a negrom called or known by the name of

Black "'Satah", a contraction of Isalah. He formerly was a slave on &

plantation juét.below, on the opposite side of the river in Chsester

County. He had gakisd
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County. He had caught two fish of the species called Chubs. He had a
quantlty'of cheese which he ueed for balt. He of fered his hobk and

line %o Mr. Hendricks, and he soon caught five more, which he bought

of the negro} and we returned home about 9 o'cloek. The day was flne.
The sun shone bright although the alr Was quite cool. After our return
we went to the Dunker meeting at the GreenTree,- Bermon Dby the Rev.
Isaac Price, which was s sermon and & tempérance lecture combined,
-élthough very approprlate. Rev. Price is rather a robust, stout~bullt
man, &nd wéll advanced in years. He wears rather long, bmshgx bushy

whiskers, which have been nearly whitened by the storms of years,

The servieas of the meeting arse somewhat different from
some other denominations. The meetlng is opened by singing often
sevaral hymne in succession; then a prayer is offered by one of the
ministers; then another hymn is sung, and then a chapter is read
which 1s taken for the groundwork of the sermon, and the minister
explains 1t verse by versas, except on pecullar occasions when thay
take a short text. After the sermon, another praysr ig offered; &

hymn is sung both before and after the prayer, and then the dongree

gation is dilsmissed without the benediction. This is the general order

of the exercises of their meetinga, and as I have not time to comment,

I will leave the subject for the present, as 1t 18 time to dlsmlss

school.

Wednesday, October 2nd. Clear and cool this morning.

But without any preferatory remarks let me procesd with my task.

In the afternoon of the day abhove spoken of, 1 went to Mr.Fitzwaters,

passing through Lumberville, which i a village of some importance,

it appears. In taking merely a cursorary view of it, it contains some

decent dwellings and aladpome indecent coneg; saveral shops 1n which

the various mechanical branches are carried on; a store, and that

never=falling egsentlal,~ & hotel, although ons might take it for a

grog shop
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grog shop. It also contains a church and a school. The country 1sa
rather hilly, although the soil appears to be rich and fertile, and
there are many very wealthy farmers ln this part of the ccuntry,

of whom Mr. Fitzwater is one. After my return, I took supper and
retired earl&. I slept soundly wilthout a thought‘of earg or trouble
ever touching mj feelings. I rose betimes in the morning and proeceded
t&the school house. I found it alweady opened by Mr.QOttinger who llves
near by, and who levelled off the ground around the building , and
there wae also one scholar there. The house contained desks only
sufficient to accommodate 12 acholars, so I borrowed 2 benches, one
from Mr.Ottinger, and another'rron Mrs. Bachman, so that I could
accommodate all the pupile. The day was fair, and I had 20 scholars

to begin on. I ealled them in and took down their names, and éxamined
their books, and found that no twoscholars had books of the same kind,
80 you may imagine better than I can describe, the feeling with which
I entered upon the duties of my new sltuatlion. I was at firat quite
favorably impressed with the lntelligent appearance of my pupils, but
judge of my surpriee and mortification when I had called them to order
there was noth.ng but one continual whispering and that almoet loud,

and then the Xnocking and Jumping about and continual nolse that was

constantly going on, wase almost unbearable. However, I 4id not say ®o

much the first day. However, I kindly admonished them and told them
the evil of such a course. My objact was to get thaelr goed feellngs
£irst, and then by rebuke I would be able to accomplish nore.

The second day there seemed to be somse improvement. Some
got new books whlch I told them they could get at Rogers store in
Quiney. Immmam I soon (though not without some trounle) got them to be
a little more gquiet, t.hougt#anners and refinement were'entiroly wantinge
They entered the school room and looked about as if they were going
into a tavern or a stable or some such place. Then they walked and ran

and stamped across the floor, with their hate on their heads, and
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hollered and shouted and laughed and screamed at the top of their
voices. They approached me and paﬂaed me by without a ealutation or
even & look of recognition. They camse dirty, barefoot, and uncombed
(with some few exceptions), like 8o many butcher boys or factory |

gorvants. They would fight and quarrel and use bad words and hurt
ona another, and throw with stones or anything else. They would holler
out anything they chose during school hours or any other time, that it
was almost imposgible to be among them for the firdt geveral days.
%1th this deseription you may aaslly concelve the troublse,
toil and labor and ineconvenience I had to undergo until I got them
only 8o that{l could live decently among them, and they are not yetl
falrly broke, and it will take some time before they will, But they
are etill improving, and I have good reason to believe that I may

yet have an intelligent school.

I have now glven you an account of all the principal events

which characterized the opening of my school at thie place, and nothing
‘of ipportance oceurring during the remainder of the first week, I will

leaave the subject for the present, promising however, to resume 1t again

as soon a8 matter of sufficlent interest qffare.

On Bunday, Sept. 30th. I attendad meeting at the Green Tran
fres. A gsermon was delivered by the Reav. Mr.Polsten on the following

text:"And God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that
but have eternal 11te".

whoaoéver bellsves on him should not perish,

He dwelt with eonsiderable length on the primipive state of man,

his fallen or natural conditlon, the great unparalleled love toward

his creatures,hls deplorable proepectse of the future world, his

eventual doom, the means by which he must be agaln reinstated in the

favor of the Creator, elosing with a deseription of the happy condltion

of man in the future world 1t obedlent o the 4divine will in thie.

After service, ons individual was baptized. Before leaving

the meeting house she Was questioned by onse of the officiatlng gentlemer
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‘concerning her falth and desire of being taken into the Church, and
after proceseding to the watser,they went down into it,and the subject
kneeling down, the baptizor dipped her three times into the water,
forwards, representing the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Thls appears
to me rather an unneoesaary'extanuation of the matter. Hoﬁever, let
each one pursue his own way to the celestlal gates of héaven, and
believe as the Spirit giveth him understanding. Let each ons do the
will of his Almighty Father, and honestly seek after truth and righte
euugness, and he shall find xk&k the windows of heaven shall be
opened, and her righest blessings shall be showered down upon him.

The Lord declareth 1n His holy Word that those who diligently seek Him

Ashaliflnd Him, and whogo calleth on the Name of the Lord shall be
anawered, Let men be diligent in their serach. Let them labor while it
is dxyx called day, for nlght cometh when no man can work, when it will

be forever too late to reprieve, to repsnt, or to undo that which has

been done.

This brief sketoh was written in order to employ the leisure
moments between school hours,= to lmprove myself in composition and algo
my handwritling, ag well ag 1o gratify myself in the time of doing 1it.
And my friends, if they wish to know the history of my starting out at
this place, let them read this and they shall find what they want,
although imperfectly written. Yet the attentive reader will be able to
glean from it sufficlent jnformation of such a character as will pay
nim for reading it, and I shall continus to write and extend my
skétchel whenever I find time and substance of sffflcient interest,
which I do not think will be wanting.

S5~
October 16, 185#.

There is a Sedbhag of sadness we cannot control
That sometimes will steal to the depths of thes soul;

The merphet heart has its seasons of woe,
And grief's hidden fountaln will sometimes o'erflow.

The weather 1s very bsautiful to=day, and haé been so for the
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’ last two days. The sun shines forth 1ln &all hils glory, and the gentlg
zephyrs softly blow from the west. Last evening I was in TMumpsENxtkkmx
Phoenixville, and took a letter to the post office which coet ten cents
postaéﬁ. It was directed to Canada West, to Michael Rittenhouse. I went
to the drug store and got a bottle of ink whichiis wérth but little. It
is pale as watsr, almost. It is the first time that I got cheated thus
since I am here. I then ient to another drug store and purchaesed a
‘fluid lamp, second-handed, for 31 cents, From thence I went to the

book store or rather shop; found them very 1ndependen£, gso I left

them without buying anything. Returned home #bout dusk, took gsupper,
and retired as usual.

Sunday, Oetober 21st, 1855. This mornlng, about dawn, I
rose and went down tdthe Bohuylkill river to take a bath. The roads
were very muddy onpsccount of the recent rain. The sky was 8t1ll over=
cag8t with clouds, and the river had risen some, Although the atmosphere
wae moderate, still the water was cold and chilly; yet I leaped in

fearlessly and plunged down 1ntdﬁhe rushing strean, and &fter taking a
good wash, I returned and took breakfast, feeling better than I had

for & Week before. After dreseing, I read Dodd's Lecture until
meetingtime, when, in company with J. Hendricka,hl went to meeting at
Green Tree. The axerc%gggcgure conducted hy Jacob Gotwaltz, who was
only elected to that mXmxm a few Wweeks ago, and consequently his sermon
was8 short and not very remarkable for strength and eloguence. However,
he may in time, by industry and faithfulness, become a good speaker.

In the afternoon, in company with J. Hendricke, we went to the river

and up alongfkkaxBumkg its banke, and found some of the finest
shellbarks that are to be found 1in the country, plcking them out of

the mud and water after hawing clubbed them down. There ths rich banks
of the river are lined on both sildes with the most beautiful folliage,
just turning ysllow and sear by the nightly froste, lntermingled with

green, while the rough, roeky banke onthe opposite side rose like
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| mountaln ¢liffe, rearing their tall Lops almoet to the clouds. But
alas, what are nature's baautios compared with other, or what are
they, or what pleasure do they afford to the mind and soul wholt 8
eonscious of his own imperfections, and foels the smiting of consclence
while engaged 1n the valn pursult of pleasurse.
Monday, October 29th, 1855. _
AN EXGURSIOK. Baturday, October 27, 1855,

This world is =z wbrld of change and disappointment, and ae
it pursues 1ts unwearied course, how often do we meet witb clrcum-
stances from which we might almost turn 1n dleguét, and which might
also have been very sasily avoided by propsr forsthought and mature
consideration. But esuch are the f®ailties and imperfections of human

nature that it seems it 18 almoet imposelble to avolild such circum~

stances at times.
However, without indulging in these prefatory remarks, lat

me proéeed with the account of my narrative. On 8aturday morning we
rose betimes, and as Mr. Hendricks expressed his intention the previous
avening to go on & sunning excursion, we felt somewhat dissppointed

in seeing the sky overcasti with dark, cold-looking clouds, accompanied
with a little rain, although after breskfast things presented a little
more of a cheering aspect, as 1t ceaced raining, and locked & little
1ike clearing off IRXEKNEXWEXE toward the west., Bo we setl out, and
after borrowing another gun of Mr. Browap,we proceeded to James
Brower's coal office on the canal, and got the old loads taken out
which had been in for probably several monthse, as they were almost
rusted fast. From thence we‘went to the store and got Bome C&ap8, and
then we set out, and by thie time the sky was clsar; the sun shone
forth in all ite beauty, and ths alr was calm and serene. We scoured

nills and plains, brushes, bushes, thickets and swamps, yet to our

detriment we saw nothing but a flock of larks on a fuzzecovered field

which looked a little 1.ke some of thelagﬁ uncultivated flelds in old
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| Hilltown, and those we could nct get near enough to shoot, so we took

a walk alcng the canél where we found in the channel of the old
canal (for having eblarged it recently on account of the lncreasing
trade and large boate they have in many places dug a new channsl
entire, while the old remains unused and affords a safe harbour for
the rafts of the lumber merchante) for the dlatance ot about half a
mile, a compthe raft of pine and hemlook logs belonging to Vavies
& Co. of Mont Clalr, where they have an extensive saxmEXXx steam
gawmlll, These logs are brought from the banks of the Busquehanna
and 1ts'tr1butaries, where they are cut and marked withsthe owner's
name, and at high water xxmx come down and are caught up by the boéms
which are placed purposely constructed for this purpose, where they
are constructéd into rafts and brought down and then through the
tldewater canal are brought into the Bchuylkill canal, and thence
to their destination.

About 10 o'elock Mr. Hendricks went to assiet his father
in buthhlriné, and I_atill kept allookaout for game. I walked until 1L
got tired, and thenk spt my gun against a tree, to get a drink from
the crystal stream running near by, and then sat down beneath a traee
and read a newspaper which I had put into my pocket for wadding. it

. wae called “The True American", published in New York. In it I found
gome practiéal expregsions which 1 applied to my own caée, and found
them to suit exactly, after changing them very slightly. They werae

the followling:
"s#4illtown! a thousand recollections rise

.With thy dear name midst forelgn seas and skles;
8t111 should my heart for theea epot contain,
Oh let thy beautles now inspire my straln.
Hilltown! the cradle of my youth,- my home,
¥ithe thee what joyful retrospections come.

#Dublin

shangs’
' % friends - ‘mongst foes,and all lite s ¢
Nausht ghall from thee this downcast heart estrange;
Sweet home! how often has thy memory 8tole "
Jn hallowed greenness o'er thie saddenostog;

ay -

After resting about 15 minutes, 1 agaln proceeded over the

nillg among weeds and stones, bushes and hedges, and all the game
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I found was - waat do you think?- why ‘twas mothing mofl than a

little white scrawny cat sitting under the fence. I startled her and
then carelesely went on - started a rabbit, pursue& him, started him
agaln, and then shot at him but was not fortunate enough to hit him, so
I turned my course homeward, tired and weary, without game, and ¥With-
6ut g8 considerable guantity of mud which L had lost from my booils

in walking through the long grassg and wee&s, but this was the only
advaﬁiaga i1 derived ftrom my excursion, while the alasadvantages wers
weary limbs, dirty clotnes, and a loee of powder and shot. 4 arrived

at home at about 113 o‘clock.
naf;ections.; As all is created for good, 80 we may turn

averytning to good account; even our errors may teacn us to do better
and mend our ways: they may instruct ue ana teacn the fralltles,
weakneeses and imperfections ot our nature, And these are the re=
flactions which pressed themselves involuntarlly upon my mind after
my return from my excursion, that as I hgva been engaged in un=-
profitable and uncertaln excursion I have learnsd to understand the
folly of it, and shall aever strive to avoid thesae wild gooee chases
in the future. This is the moral derived from the lesson I learned
and maybe it is of as much or more benefit to me both in the way of

recreation and in moral improvement as in anything else that I could

have done.
In the afternoon I read a while, and then after fixing I

went to meeting at the Green Tree Dunkard meetlng house. "hile I wase
dressing, & German peddler came 1n; and, taking Qe to ba a German
also by my speech, he wanted to know where I was from. After telling
him, I found he was acqualinted about Bucks County, and knew nearly
all my neighbors and friends about there; that he had been through
that part about a week ago, and had been at parties, etc, Well, as I
sald before, after the peddler had gone, I went to meeting. As I

approached, I heard no volce, no sound. All -« all was silent as the

arave.
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grave 1tself. I walted a few moments at the door. I entered. All was
still mixXmmk and silent. There were but few in atténdancs, yet thelr
grave countenances betokensd somathing more than ordinary. Soon one
after another they commenced to come. At last came the mlnisters. They
saluted thelr brethren with a kige as 1s their custom among the |
brethren and slsters themeelves. They opsned meeting wlth einging and
prayer. They discoursed long and éloquentlyt They spoke on the
importance of examination and propératlon for‘ﬁhe holy sacrament or
communion, or, a# it is called among them,~ the Love Feast. There
were five ministera present. The principle discourss ﬁas by John
Umstead, one of the mogft promlnent members of the Dunkard Church, and
lives chéae by. He had been absent on a journey of some weeka, and
had Jjust returnod. He 1s a good speaksr, and rather old; may be
between 60 and TO. Isaac Price followed with some remarks in testie

mony of what had been said by his brother, and then about dusk they

gave a short reeess, and I went home to get my supper.
Upon my second entrance, the scene was guite changed. The

atillness gave way to something like tumult and nolse. The houass was
crowded. There Btood the tables in long rows, covered with a white
cloth, and on them large cupe or bowle. I took my seal and gazed upon
the scene. There the old and the young, the gay and the grave, had met
together. The tables were et 1n the house of God. Thay contained ‘
blscuit, cheese and water. There sat the men with their plain, single-
breasted coats, and the women without bonnets, and with cap# on their
heads. I appeared to be at home among them, as I sat s8llently observing
the scend. At last the minlster ascended the pulpit. Singing and
prayer were the opening exerclses. There was sung &a Pymn composed on
the subject of footwashing. Then came a tub with water, and the men of
God 1laid aside thelr garments and glrded themsalves with towels, and
after the example of Christ began to wash one another's feet, and to

dry them with the towels. The scene was novel, yet imposing. It is not
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- in general practice among the followers of Chriast, yet 1t 1s one
which Christians ﬁy the love they bear to Chzist, are bound to carry.
out, for Christ eays, If ye love me ye will keep my commandments, and
He, having gliven us an'example that we should follow in His footsteps,
g0 the true Christlan mﬁst observe thie also if he would be a true
followsr of Cheist. It was well defended by J. Umstead in this manner,
After ths dlscourse the supper was eaten, and then remarks were made,
setting forth the life and death of the Savlour, after which the
communion wae taken in the emblem of His broken body and shed blood,
in unleavened bread and wine. After thie, prayer and singing closad
the exercises, and we returned to our homes, fillsed with the importance

of this great work of salvation.
FPOOT-WABHING

Oct.27, 1855. gg;lggggégg. That the custom or practice of foot=
wiahins 18 an 1ns£1tutlon'of Divine orlgin; and forms a part of the
Christian'’s duty and practicerln following the footsteps of his Lord,
geame to e a question settled bayond?doubt when we examine closely the
those parte of Scripture which treat upon this subject. Yet there are
many who do not so consider it, and a8 in many othaer subjects of llike
character, there seem to be a great vatiety of opinions among the
different classes or moral individuals and Ghriatlan‘danominations.
Some are very doubtful about 1is, and do not wish to hear anything about
1t, sesmingly afrald of investigating the matter, for fear the necesslty
of 1t might become evident. So, rather than understand the truth
perfectly, they afe willing to go on in. blindness, believing that their
jgnorance will save them from the displeasure of the great Judge in

the great day of revelation. But thls 18 one of the greatast errors
thaﬁ the mind can fall into, for he who has the means of attaining
Knowledge, and does not embrace them, 18 like the unfaithful servant

who went and hid his talent in the earth, and when the Lord comes to
reckon with him he will take andgive the talant to him that hath
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ten taleanta, and shall command the unprofltable servent to be carried
out into outer darkness, where thsre shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

Again, others are careless and unconcerned abocut thls matter.
Thoughtlessly and inconslderately they move on, belleving they may at
last get to heaven without observing these little things,as well as
those whodo obeerve them. But he who bregketh one of these commande
ments which the SBaviour has leftus, breaketh a link ln the great chaln
and seversth its connection, hence he 1s guilty of them all.

Another class uphold Foot-washlng in prihciple, or in a
spiritual sense of view, yetdo not earry it into practice. They be~
ligve that s man should be so humbled in spirlt as to be wiiling to
perform any act or duty required by the Chriptian law. They know that
Christ did wash the disciples feet, and they are famillar with the
scene after supper, and the words which Jesus spoke toPeter. Yet they
eay 1f a man feels so humbled ln his own heart that hs would be willlng
to perform thie humiliating duty to his brother, it is sufficlent. But
it is a very doubtful circumstance whether they sever become so humble
that they are willing to perform 1%, or %to put their principle into
practice. In fact, they believe that 1t 1s really necessary, yst,
because custom does not sanction it, they are willing to venture their
souls midet the shoals of immortality without thie precautlon.

But agaln, there 1s another class still, who evidently con-
gider 1t ggg;gg;l unnecessary, and to support thelr poeiltion, offer
the following'redaon: That the Jews lived in & warm country, conses
gquently they needed no shoes to keep their feet warm, but wore sandals
only, whlch were mere goles to protsect their feet from the rough
ground and stones, consegquently their feet became dusty and dirty from
travelling, and econsequently to enhance comfort and cleanliiness 1t
became evidently necesesary to wash the feat of strangers and others.

From hence originated the custom, and as we live in a cold country,
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and wear shoes and stookings, 1t 18 no longer necessary to go k= this
inconvenlent and humlliating custom. These are some of the arguments
produced against thls dlvine custom. Hence, since we 8e@ 80 many argu-
mente znd reasons brought forth asainét it, and so many persons,
parties, denominatione and classes who oppoge 1t, -think EEXEXSESREEY
indifterently of it - conslder it entirely unnecessary, and stand even
with a serious countenance to opposs it,- can we wondsr, can we 6XxX-
press the least degree of surprise or astonlshment that those (howaver
few Or numerous they may be) wh-uphold this in principle and carry it
out into practice, ars often compelled to stand up and defend thelr
cauge with :tﬂrhlxxxxllsxh all theip strength and force of reason and
judgement,- with all the power of wisdom and eloquence that can be |
produced, in order to maintain their position agalnet the arguments
and reasons of those who ZREEXR are opposed to thelr simple rites and
Christian virtues. Yet it cannot be doubted that they can produce
reasone in favour of it that will throw all opposition into the shade,
and throw aside all doubt, for 1f we examine closely, we will find no
difficulty to determine that it 1s a part of the Christian{s duty

as much a8 baptism, sacrament, or any other duty requir:a ;f the
Christian by the lawa and inetitutions of Christ. To prove and
j11lustrate this assertion, I wlll make the followihs remark, in which
I shallendeavor to show or prove and demonstratse to the best of my

ability the truth of my proposition,namely: Footwashing is a Dilvine
ordinance, and that it ie the Christian's duty to practice 1t as much

a8 1t 18 to be baptized, or to partake of the Lord's Bupper. In the
first place, 1t is really a command . The lansuﬁge of Scrlpturé, aven
the words of Christ himself, make thie plain and evident, where He

eays,"If I, then, your Lord and Mgster, have washed your feet, jye

lnghx"also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an

example that ye chould do even a8 1 have done". This, then, goes to
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show at Aneg, without any room for doubt or dispute, if Christ be our
Lesder, 1f He has opened the way for us, and has commanded us to follow
Hia footstebs to do aa He has done, and has Dbecome to usa living eXe
ample for us to imitate, and has washed His disciples’' feet, and has
given them this injunction that if your Lord and Master have washed
your feet, yo should also wash one another's feet, then 1t is clsar

gnd evident for every individual who hae 15 hie possession a mind,

and common sense to understand, that this 18 a Divine command, and

a part of the Christlan's duty if he wishes to be the follower of
Christ and to walk in His footateps.

I have now proved the first part of my propogition, that
foot-washing is a Divins ordlnance, and hence it evidently follows
that i1t is part of the Christian's duty. And this agailn, goes .in part
to prove the second part of my pboposition, that it i1s as much the
thristian's duty to practice footewashing as to be paptized or Lo hold
communion or any other command that Chrlst has glven or revealed 1in
His Word. For if 1t 1s a Divine command, as we have shown, it 1s our
duty'not only to uphold it 4in principle, but to practice 1t also, and
to show that it 1s a command co-equal with baptism or communion. Let
us sea that Christ was baptized of John in Jordan, becauss thus it
becometh us to fulfill all righteousnees. He inatitutea the sacrament
that His followers migu¥ wat the broken bread and remember Him and His
guffering for their sins, and drink the wine in emblem of His shed

blood, and bear 1n remembrance the atonement and ths salvation of

their souls which He has wrought on iount Galvary;xxn!th;xnnldaxagxnxl

BI5SAXREXKKEAXPURESESXENEE and e vér remain faithful: that by sheddlng His

blood He had purged them of their sins and relnstated them agaln in the
upon the same time that He instituted the Lord'e

favonr of God. Hence,

Supper,ie also washed the disciples' feet, for we read that after

supper He 1aid aside Hise garmentﬂ aﬁd took & towel and girded Himself

and took & basin and began Lo wash the disciples' feel. Then, as He did
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16 upan tha oama oasagion, may wa not infer that ip forms a part of
the same, and since He himself performed it, and anjoined the same
upon His followers even ae He d4id baptism and sacramsnt, so 1t at
once becomes evident that it stands coeequal with the most important
part of the Christian's duty, and conseguently he should practlece it
as much a8 baptismg aﬁd communion or any other command which Christ
has left ue. This, tnen, proves the second part of my propositiocn.
Yet, still there come minor and immumerable reasong which

are put forth to argue these matters, some of which we have bhefore

reforped to. One of these 1s that the Jews lived in a warm country,
and wore sandals, and that their feet bscoming dirty and dusty from
travel, therefors to enhance cleanliness and comfort 1t became
necassary to wash the feet, making it appear that 1t was done out of
neceselty and not as a religlous ceremony. But this 1s a fallaclous
argument, and must appear xzxxxExyx 8o to every gensible man. However,
l1et us admit that it was even 8o, and that tha practice originated out
of necassity and not as & religlous ceremony which We cannot deny,

and which all must readily admlt, for we know that it was even B0. But
jg it not =mt so s8till? Is not the custom or hablt yet at thle day as
neadful for comfort and cleanliness as 1t was inthe days of Christ

or in the days of Moses, or in any age sinece the world was created?

But agaln the questlon arises; Was 1t necessary to wash ths feet in

church or at the place where the suppser wese taken? Is 1t not reasonabls

to suppose 1f we wiaﬂ@o speak 1ln a common-sense Way, that peopls in
those days provided for thelr zxxmfspkxasmfark daily comfort as well
as they do in the present day? And to Bpeak plalnly, are we to

that they di1d come in to worship of God before they had
ot the

Buppo 8o
waghed themselves as well as the pecple of thls day? And do n

people of this 4ay gtill get thelr feet or their shoes or hoota cover=

ed with mire and dust when thay go to worship? Yet 1t 1s unnecessary

to wash them,and just as well could the disciples of Ghrist SdFQ
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worBhip or perform their religious service in their sandals, feeling
no more inconvenience from them then we do in our boots and shoes,
becauge hablt had used them to it. Hence 1t appears that this doctrine
1s absurd in the highest degraee, and the necessity of foot-washing
to enhance cleanliness and comfort in the worship of Ged, 18 plain
presumption, and has no evidence whatever.

Again, 1if it was nsedful for their comfort, why should they
leave it until after supper? Should their comforts not he attended to
as soon ae theyarrived at the place, a& 1s the custom at the present?
We are always anxious to make our guests comfortable ag soon as We
recelve them,80 should this not have been the first exerclise? Wa read
that after supper, He (Jesus) laldaside Hls garment and girded himeelf
with a towel, and began to wash the disciples' feet, Therefore we must
conclude that if 1t was neceesary at all for comfort it must have been
necessary hefore supper. 1f not necessary bsefore supper, it waan't
.necaasarybfter gupper. Hence, as it was not dons untll after supﬁer,
we come to the concluslon that it wase not necessary at all for this

purpoas. Thus the proposition 1s agaln incorrect, and there is no Just

svidence in it. But, ae we have alraady proved xhxk the folly of this

assertion we will say no more concerning it, for if a thing 18 once

fully demonstrated and plainly provem, it 1s a mere waste df time and

talent to argue it stili.

Having now shown that foot-washing 12 a Divine ordinance,
that 1t 1@ one which stands 1n clogse connection with baptism ahd the
‘gsacrament and therefore 1s cow=aqual with them; that 1t should therefore
be practiced as well as these; that it 18 not and was not inatituted

nor enjoined or practiced Dbecause 1t was necessary to enhance cleanli-

nags or comfort, I will now procesd with my eonclusion,IT WAS NOT

PRACTICED FOR COMFORT. The upholders of this principle may then a8k:

Why then was it practiced at all? We answer, To show ths huniliating

condition to which the Christian must come. He must descend from pride
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lnto the deepsst humillation. He must become even ae a little child,
and to show forth thle in a very striking illustration,Chsist himss)f
the great Ruler of the Universe, descended to perform this humble
pifixm service, to show forth also what He had hefore upheld in
doctrine, that the servant ls not greatser than his lord, and to show
His love unto His disciples, and that they again might show their love
to one another.by washingone another's feet, for He said, By this
shall all men know that ye are my diéciples if ye'kaap my command-
ments, and 1f ye love me, ye will keep my commandments. Therefore as
a token of love and Christlian simpliclty He gave the injunction, "if I,
then, ycur Lord and Master, have washed your feet, ye should also wash
one another's feet.

But finally: OChrist has instituted the practlce; He has
given the injunction; He has practiced it himself. He has sald,"Thus
it becometh usg tdﬁulflll all rightaousness"”, and as a token of iove,
He has inetétuted it and hae sald,"If ye léva me, yeo will keep-my
commandments8"”, and by this love which you show towards one another,
ghall all men know that ye are my diaciples. Therefore it evidently
becomes ocur duty as Christians, a8 followers of the Lamb &f God which
taketh away the sins of the world, to practice it,for if 1t is our
duty to do one of His commandments, it is our duty to do them all.

And if we profess to be His followers, and to do as He has done, we must
slso wash one another's feet, for He did this, and we cannot follow

His example unlese we do likewice, for He has opened the way that we
should ‘follow His footsteps. Then, 1f He has done this and enjoined

1t upon us, let all Christians obey His Divine commands., Let us follow
in His footsteps and do a8 He hae bidden ue, so that we may at last
become XMREX¥K co~heirs in the kingdom of eternal righteousness, where
we may spend the myrliad ages of eternlty iﬁthat state of everlastlng

felicity and glory where Christ there is Joy and hayplness such as no

ear has sver heard, no eye £8en, and no imagination concelved. Then
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let us strive that we may at last reach that glorious place. Let us
run that we may obtaln a crown of righteousnees that fadeth not away,
but that remasinsth imperishable,- that we may at lasti obtain BEE &
mansion which is founded upon the Hoeck of Ages,- a house not made
with nands, eternal in the heavens.

AN AFTERNOON WALK.

AN AFTERNOON _

Dec. 3rd, 1855. My sketch book has reaﬁéd in my desk long neglscted
and almost forgotten. But agaln after many'days of hard labour and
close atteantion to my business, I have found a short resplite which L
thought proper to spend 1ln a short ramble through the nelghbourhood

in order to bascome acquainted not only with 1its outward appsarance,

but also with its internal,- agricultural and manufactursd preductions-
1te higtory, moral and social condition; belleving that 1t 18 of the
greatest lumportance that every.person should be fully acquainted not
only.witn the inhabitants of hle lmmedlate neighborhood,but wlth svary
department of knowledge felatlng to the Gounty in whieh he resldes.

_ It was on Baturday, the first day of December, 1855, that,
having promised my scholars a holiday some tlme when they could enjoy
it, for the reasonthat I had not given them Thauksglving about a week
before, and feelingmyselt somewhat dspressed, thinking that L needed

some recreation to remove the burden of toil from my mind, I told them

they might have this afterncon to enjoy themeelves, inasmuch as the
day was RImK very flne and pleasant, 8o, after dismlssing school, and
eating my dinner, and taking a good ablution of body, 1 laft the

tiresome, dlsgusting, soul-dspressing school room, to breathe the

fresh air of heaven, and enjoy 1ts glorious sunlight. 0, if there 1is

one moment of happlnesg to the teacher, one moment of real enjoyment,
1t 18 that moment when he 1s releaged from the schoclroom where he has

been confined a whole woek, and feels that he has a few hours for hls

own enjoyment; a few hours to revel in the luxurious light and sun-

ghine, peacé and guietude. At least L felt a sensation or happilness
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which I do not often reallze midst the weary and busy scenes of llfe,
I went forth. The golden sun shone forth in all its brightness from
a clear, blue sky, and the alr wae fresh and invigorating, and I felt
1ight and free as the mountain 522 bound ing through the forest over
rock and crag to escape the hounds of 1ts pursuers. But in this gay
dream of faney, in this falr vision of happiness, I 1ooked around me
and thought of the glorious scense which nature apreéd out to my view,
and 1t ralsed my soul to & still higher ecstasy as I beheld the
plcturesque and beautiful scenery around me, There shone the sun in
all its brightneess; the temperature was that of a May day when the
earth 1s covered with flowers; the alr soft and breezy as June; the
earth still covered,= clothesd with verdure all fair and beautlful
as spring Just rencvating the earth, and shedding forth a newness of
1ife over all the varied scenes of nature. But I looked agalin, and
beheld the trees of the forest standing leaflese and EExEmR and the
brown, sere leaves scattered over the bosom of the earth; and 1t
brought to my mlnd the recollaction that we were just entering the

cold, dreary season of winter. In this way the first day of December

came on,= the season when wWe are wont to see the earth bound up neath
the stern mantle of winter; the brook coversd with a erystal sheet of
jce, and the traveller bound up in cloak and fure to screen him from
the severe cold. But aB yet We are not as yet warned by these tokens
of snow and storm, for we gee the earth still clad in green; the
sparkling wave still gliding gracefully in its pebbly bed; and the
young, the gay and pleasure-seeking, are still going forth in the
light summer @erks Lo enjoy the pleasures of time. Cold, 1lce, 2now,
and storm are still atrangars to us, but the season 1is approaching,- 18
at hand,- yes, the long, dark night of the year of the ysar is coming
upon us. How foreibly 1t reminds us of the fast approaching night of

death, when no morning xmm dawn, no mising sun, sheds forth 1ts light

until the last trumpet shall sound, and the universal consummation of
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all thiﬁgs shall change mortality for immortality, and ralse the
righteous into a more joyous Xkkmexy fellicity beyond this world of
woe, while the unrighteous shall eink into etornal misery and
destruction!

Anid thess reflections I passed on until I reached the
village of Quiney or Mont Clare, situated on the eastern bank of the
Schuylkill river, nearly opposite Phoenixville, and connacted theree
with a commodicus wooden bridge of which we shall speak hereafter.
This village has a beautiful locatlon in the rioh and fertile valley
of the Schuylkill, and contains some very fiﬁe dwellinga. The finest
vuilding in the village 1s the stately manslon of Dr. Joseph
Wnittaker, who 18 one of the proprietors of the extensive Iron Works
of Phoenixville of which I shall speak in its propsr place. Thé
building 1s situated on an eminence overlooking the river, canal, and
railrcad, affording at once a very fine and interesting prospect. The
grounds surrounding the dwelling are embelllshed and ornamented with
s fine garden of beautiful plants and trees, the whole enclosed with a
very fine paling founded on a stone wall. One characteristic which we
do not often obeerve 1n a gentleman's reeidence is visible here. The
tress in this yard are nearly all frult trees, which serve the double
purpose of ornament and use in yielding a constant supply of of good
fruit. Thie is a thing which 18 greatly overlooked by the rich and
fashionable in fitting up thelr grounds, for you will find that they
nearly all have a mere view for ornament, without thinking that such
might be planted which would not only shade and ornament, but as well
supply them with the richest and most delicious frult.

The village also contalns a large and extensive sawmill,

owned by Loux and Fink. They aleo havé an extensive lumber yard, and

carry on a large business, The othef principle buildings are the

store kept by Rogers, and the hotel kept by Dougherty, where there

is alec a post office. Besides these there are yet a number of fine
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brick dﬁallingﬁ houses owned by the weélthy, and occupled by their
tenants. St1ll pursuing my walk, I cams at last to the tavern right
on the banks of the canal where the post 6ffice is kept. I sentered,
and found there the landlord (but no letters), who 12 a véry fesble
man, yet a very soclable little son of Brin, He kindly invited me to
take a seat and chat a while, which I did. While I was there seated,
conversing with"mine host®, I beheld there a sight which struck me
vary forcibly. ﬁen came tﬁere whose habiliments betokened them to be
laborers,- those who had to toil for their dally bread,- whose bloated
faces and blistered lips told 1n language more sirong and eloguent

than words can form, the object of thelr visit. Yes, thay entered,

and then from thelr bosoms nearest their hearts, drew forth the object
dearest to xmmm their soul,= a quart bottle, to have fllled withrthe
sccursed drug which, by degrees, is pulling down the strongholds of
1ife, rendering both themselves and their famllles miserable in this
world, and dooming them to the torments of aternal damnation in a world
to comes({/ ¥e8, that very bottle filled with the dregs of damnation
and scented With the fumes of hell, I sawiman,- mortal man,- place in
his bosom neareet his heart, ae if there were something dear within
it,~ something worthy of posseszion. O, oould I 1mpreg%eugégipg£t

man the enormity of that curee which he placing on his own head,- the
terroré of that Nmkixbaumd hell-born moneter which he at thls moment

in placing in his bosom and hugging to his breast! What would that

men not do to eave himself from the mlseries of that moaster, rum,
which is bearing him on his heaven-cursed pinions down the broad road
of eternal desiruction! But the imperfections of man are manyy and
it ssems to be the fulfillment of the very language of Berlpture that
“now the things which pertain to thy gsalvation are nidden from thlne
eyea". But when too late, then will men see the grror of their ways

and fepeni of their evil ways when pardon can no more be attained.

These men all came from Phoenixville where they can no longer
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get the souledsstroying drug for the reason that the Jug Law has been
" put in force, and inn-keepers sre watched much more cioeeiy by the
pecple than here in Montsomnry County.

After leaving the tavern, I crossed over thne canal by the
bridge. Beneath were passing boats heavily freighted with coal, iron,
and other merchandise, goilng to Philadelphia and othsr places. Next
I cam to the bridge across the Schuylkill, to which reference has
already been made. This bridge is bullt of wood, in & very substantial
manner. It has four spans or arches, and is about 600 feet long. My
next object of lnterest was the ratlroad and depot. The railroad
connects Philadelphia and Heading and MauokChunk coal mines. An ox=

tension xkma thereof also goes to Sunbury on the Susquehannah, via

Port Carbon and Pottasville.

As I have now arrived at Phoenix, it may be propsr to say

something xkamkxsEEXLENE concerning the town, 1ts locatlon, stc. In

general, Phoenixville 18 situated in the County of Chester, at the

mouth of the French Creek at its junctlon with the Bechuykkill, 27 mlles

from Pniladelphia. It has a population of about 3,500, over 800 of

which are probably engaged 1n ihe industrial establishmente. The town

has been described by hilstorlians as a very pleasgsant one . The writer

nad been at one time & resident of the town. Probably because of hise

youthful days, WKBR his dearest recollectlons were assoclated with

this place, and thls, a8 all are aware, makes a placs pleasant, 8o it

18 a verification of the old adage "Mhere is no place.like home, be

1t aver 8o lovely". But to the straﬁger there is Little of beauty or

ss to captivate his attentlon. To give my own view to it I
in consedusencs

pleasantne
would call it rather an unpleasant location for a home,

of the numerocus ivon works, furnaces, rolling mills, coal yards, cotton

d sulphurous alr,

t filled

factoriss, etc., which send up a continual smoke an

which is very disagreeable, while the streets are not paved, bu

up with the cinders and dirt thrown out from the fuxxxER iron furnace
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whioh elvea 14 a hlasle, dinty appasranea. Again, the houses are
for the most part old, low, dark, mean-looking bulldings, nelther
adapted to comfort nor convenience. The strests are narrow and
crooked, and the whole town very irregularly built, particularly in
that portion called Tunnel Hill, However, there is much to interest,
though there is nothing to pleaae.'Through the lower part of the town
there are some fine bulldlngs, mostiy built of brick or fine stonse,.
among which there are several fine churches. The finest or most
showy are the Episcopalian and Methodist. The former contains a vary
high steeple and large bell. There 1s also a Catholic Church on
Tunnel H1ll, whose wooden erosé is visible from my window where I am
now writing. There are also a number of other churches of other
denominations,
| The leading features, however, of thls town, are the eXx=
tensive iron works already referred to. Thess comprise geveral furnaces
whaerse the ore i# smelted; a number of puddling furnaces whers the iron
18 melted over and refined; several rolling millsm &c. The ore 1is
dug at Yellow Bpring, a few miles sast of thse town; some nsar Reading,
and some at Spring Mills, below Conshshocken. I obtained several
specimene of the different kinds. The ore is brought to the town on
the canal and raillroad, and is holsted from the greund to the top of
the furnace by a curious contrivance fixed a little like a pair of
scales on which three whaalbarrows are placed on each scalae. ¥hen one

rises, the other slnks, and the ore 1s put in 1ln different propor-

tione of ore, coal and limestons, the limestone being put in to harden

the iron. The other furnaces and mills were not at work on that day,

and the men were engaged in aweeping and cleaning up. The ore furnaces

are worked on Sunday as well as Week day. These wWworke are very extensive

and are owned by Messrs. Reeves, Buok & Co. They also embracs .

extensive nail works. This firm slsc own the Cumberland Nall Works

of New Jersey, and iron works at Bridgton, with a rallroad mill 1in which
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200 men are employed.,In these last named establlishments, Mr.Whittaker
already spoken of, also 18 & pértner. This firm formerly owned the
Durham Iron Works of Bucke Co. There are also two very extenslve
cotton factories at this place.

The railroad depot at this place 18 not such an imposing
bullding as we are generally used to see pul up for BAis purpose, bsing
built with a view for use rather than ornament. There 1B also a Xalagnx
telegraph office connacted therewlth. French Greék is a conselderable
stream winding through Phoenix rignt in front lr#n the south side of
the iron works. The ground along its banks 1s very unlevel, overgrown
with bushee, &e, and the soll ie blackened with coal dust and lava from
the furnacee, and the whole town ls smoky and disagreeable. In passing
up Bridge Street, the eye of the observer is met with an old one=storey
dark building, surrounded with slgn boards; from which wae infer that
it 1g now a petty Job printing office and iron office, but this 1a
associated with something nobler as we& go pack & few years. This 1s the
place where the modsern traveller and poet Bayard Taylor printed and
published hls sheat while sditor of the village papér. Yes, here he
1sid tha foundation of his future broad and illustrious career.

From the iron works I proceeded on up to the uppeﬂpart of

the town called Punnel Hill, named from the railroad tunnel passlng

beneath it a little above the town. Thie tunnel is 2000 feet long, being

cut through solid rock or red sendetone. The upper part of the town 1is

the meaneet looking 1ln my walk. I came to & place whare a party of men

were gathered around an old mean building, and a man spsaklng very

fast in their midset. I stopped a few momente and soon found it to be

an auction, They wers selllng goodelooking 30-hour clocks for $2.50.

But leaving there again, I passed through the narrow streets and past

the Catholic church, not a very imposing builldlng,~ at any rgte I have

not time now to describe 1. From thencs L went to 8se the tunnel, and

came down the railroad over the bridge. What were the feoelinge of my
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' mind as I crossed that bridge! If a car treln should pass while I

was on 1it, no refuge,but to meet death in its most horrible form,
except by creeplng betwean the timbers of the bridge, and that a
very spare chance indeed. Fortunately I got over without meeting
any accident, and then retufned home, féeling gfateful that I had
peen so fortunate in my walk, and for the knowledge 1 obtained.
I arrived at home about i o'clock, took supper, and dreseed and went
to singing school 1in the evéning, and then retired an unhappy being,
84111 unhappy, for I felt that I wag a siranger among strangers 1ln a
strange place.

Sunday, Dec. 4th, 1855. This morning the weather was very
foggy, and it rained a little. We (John Hendricks and myself), however
went to Phoenixville Mennonite meeting. Bermon by Rev, Henry
Hunelicker, who preaches there every four weeks. Their regular ministaer
1g Mr. Brkxksp Seidler, who lives in this (Chester) County. They are
of the new school Mennonite#. Howsver their house is still a memnant
or rather & relie of that native gimplicity for which these people
are so eminently dlstinguished, and ¥hich 18§ Bo much to be admired
in the Christian religion. It 1s & emall, low building, and has
no doubt bean there many ysears. The outside appearance and walls
remind you very forclibly of a meeting nouse belonging to the good old
people, being built of fine sandetone, and not plastered., But the
inside must kesp pace with the times,= & new pulplit, new péws, and
papered celling must be there to mark the progress of young America,

gsdvancing wlith rapid strides toward human physical, intellectual,

and moral perfection, while the habilimente of the persons composling

this church or branch of Zion, are only a wreck,- a fallen rellc of

the plain simple custome of these good old pecple., We can gtill trace

them back to their orlgin by many 1ittle marke which the casual ob-

gerver will not notlce, yet to one who i@ acquainted with thqm, they

becoms gulite cobvious.
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' The congregation was small, owing no doubt to the state of the
weather, yét the sermon was very good. It was foundsed on the text
found in Matthew 16:27,"What will 1t prbfit a man 1f he gain the
whole world and lose his own soul? Or what ehall a man give 1n eXe
change for his aoul?f; He spoke with some length and force on the
importance and naceséity of attending to the welfarse of our souls,-
the recklessnasa of makins%o much exertion and spending so much Lime,
strength and mmaxgy talent to procure a littls wealth,- to amasse a
fortune, to enjoy much of this world's goods, for these must all
pace awa}; theymuset all vanish and disappaar amidst the crush of
worlds and the wreek of matter; but the soul, that immortal part.
which muat live and exist forever, ls neglected, and no provision
made for 1ts welfare. Our motives in going to church, the atudy of
nature's laws and the lgws of God, were strongly recommended, and that
Chrlstiana should follow theilr professlon was another grand and noble
topie which 1in my humble opinion should bhe well attended to, while
we find many make a Christian profession and follow a devil. Many
loock upward to heaven in their profession, and in thelr works are
going, going down to hell and eternal damnatlon. |

After service we crossed the bridge with Mr, Hunsicker, and
returned home by going down the tow path of the canal.
Sunday, Dee. llth, Yesterday I left home and went to see
Mr. Delp who teaches in Schuylkill Township, Chester County, XEXE
apbout & mile acroes from where I board. The weather was cold and
gverything had the appearance of winter. Yet, amldst cold and frost,

the buey farmer was out on his field spreading lime, feeding his land

that it might in return again feed him. I went down to the canal

and there the scene of business was lively as ever, boate golng down

heavily freighted with coal, etc., while others were returning for

I passed the locks which Were pusy in taking

xEEg® another Cargo.
ogsed over on the

through the boats, and went down to the ferry and cr
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: other side in such company a8 18 not often the honor of man to g0

is company consigted of three donkeys and thsir driver,
with exceé§2b§tumn§an landed on the other side and found myself on
the wild fertile banks of the Schuylkill in a situation where I
scarcely-knew what course to p&raue. But going down the canal a short,
distance my face turned toward the weaﬁ, and I went on towards the
rallroad where theiron horse came bounding with lightning speed,
puffing and blowing, leaving a etream of smoke 1n the rear to mark
his course, I crossed his track and found mysself so much elevated
that I could once more have a view over'the country fer some dlstance
around, when at some distance toward the west, I percelved in a small
grove, a small, low, old octagon building, which I immediately took
Lo be a school house, and directed my couree in that direction. The
shutters were clcsed on one sdde, sc I supposed thers was no school,
but when I came there, there was a little urchin in front of the'houas,
of whom I inqguired who thelr teacher was, and on learning that his
neme was Delp, IXXARREMXSAXEKAXXINEXEXXEARXXEXEXEXER0X Or, a8 the boy
sald hé belleved it was Delp, I ventured to give a rap at the door,
and soon found my way in, and found that one of my old friends, Mr.

Rmmm Baum, there, who had come only a few days previously. The

meeting was quite unexpected, yet what surprised me more was the
building in which the school was taught for the interior of the house
corresponded with the exterior,- very smali, with desks high, and
marked with a thousand specimens of juvenile wit and ingenulty in the
art of mxeximg sculpture and carving. The benches were old, low,
rickety concerns, whlech would have done very well for kindling wood in

good old Bucks, and for Chester, what could I make out of 1t7 I was

astonished! Confounded! I could scarcely belleve that I was in that

County,~ a Goﬁnty which has the reputation of belng one of the highest

and most advanced, or at least second to none in the State, in education

and intelligence, and then, there to find ths temple of knowledge one

cf the meanest hovels in the State, was truly surprlsing:- a house wnich




J.F.F.-Autob,-8.J. 33.

| wauld have done justice to some western wild far beyond the limits
of civilization and the progress of knowledge. But for Chester, the
rival of the Btate, it is beyond my comprahenaioh, for theg, the
Pride of the Mountaln, who art exalted to the very heavénéhfor the
 active part thou hast taken 1in the great progress of education - for
thy advanced standing « for good schoolg, literature and intelligence
of thy inhabitants - let a stranger look and behold the temples of
gsclence which thou hast reared for the aducation of thy youth! Gaze
ye yourselves and hide your fapes with blushes, for your repuiation
1g stalned = a blemish - a dark shadoW rests upon thy fair escutcheon,
and thou shalt be brought down from thy exalted positlon; thou shalt
be abased to the very dust, and thy reputatlion will dwindle into
annihilation, and disgrace breathe her maledictione against thee while
thou showest bulldings of aducation that would do honor to the Pork
Palisado of a respectable Bucks Cownty farmer. It 1ls really astonlsh=-
ing! Beyond bellef! |

| Remalning at the school some time, we left about half an

hour before dinner (Mr.Baum and myself) and went to lir.Valentine's,
about a mile from the sxxaixauxe schoolhouse, where both Messrs."Delp
and Arnold board. We dropped in, in a ﬁanner accldentally, and I

snquired the way to Mr. Arnold's school, etc,, without any intimation

that we came sxpressly for the purpose. They vary kindly invited us

to take dinner, to which we of course (although ln & very indifferent

manner) assented, and after conversing a whilse with the good lady of

the house, and dolng full justice to a large dish of mosti sxcellent

apple-dunplings prepared by a negro cook, we Went on our way to find

Leaving the main road at the junction of a crookad lane,
over hill and dale,

Br. Arnold.

we followed dwinding path seroes the flelds,

through wat places and dry, croesing creeks and dltchss, througﬂpooﬁa

over rocks and stones and who knows what else, untll at last we crogsed

a fi§eep ravine
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a deep ravine, and on aecending the opposite bank, something dark
resembling the rocof of a house hove in eight from the oppoeite side
of the hill. After reaching the top we foundit really was a house
standing on the soutﬁkide of a high bank on the north side of a publiec
road, Bhe top of the house being nearly on a level with the summit of
the hill, and covered with rock, atones, etc., But Judge of our
astonishment when we saw a number of children of both sexes playing
about the house, and learning it was the school house which we were
in quest of. We went around in front. We entered, and were kindly
xazexxud welcomed by the teacher. But 1& this a schoolhouse 1n
Chester County,low, dark, and set under the side of a hill likse a
hermit's cot, surrounded with wood and hills and rocks and stons,
where the chesring sunlight of heaven can scarecely psnstrate, and
the invigorating and refreshing air of the mountaln which 1ls so
esgential to the welfare of humanity and particularly to a school,
can scarcely ever come to? Were we to Jjudge of the condition of
sducaticnal mattere and the progress of knowledge in Chester County
by the appearance of‘her houses, we should think it 1s a very backward
State, and as much as I have saen of the schools themeelves, I cannot
gee that they are any more advanced than the schools of Bucks,
Montgomery, or any other County. However, the schools are hetter than
the houses, comparatively speaking. But I rather think Chester senjoys
a higher reputation than she deserves inrthis respect. Although these
buildings may be better through other parte of the county, and what I
have sesen may not be a failr sample of what her schools generally are,
’ yot with the reputaticn that she bears in the annals of hietory,- in
the mxhxmg progrees of knowledge and the records of literary fame, she
should not under any circumstances permit the eyes of the stranger and
the traveller to £all upon an edifice which bears the proud name of a
temple of sclence, so far beneath the dignity even of & poor man's hut.

But a bullding corresponding with thse reputation of her own falr name,
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- should grace every distriect within her Zimits. The sechool was well
conducted, and very quiet. Mr. Arnold left our about 3.0'clock, when
we returnsd to Mr, Vglentine's, and afier partaking of a-hearty
supper, we took a walk, but éwing to the darkness of the night, thers
wae llittle to be seen, and consequsntly I can say nothing, and glve no
account of the mmmxkxx appearance of the country and the places that
we passed except that it is very rough and hilly, stony, stc. We
went to the Valley Forge store, and after purchasing a few thinge
returned agalin., However, our time was very aéreeably spent 1in eon-
versatlon with old friends, about the past, present and future.

It was my intention to see something of this place before,
but a8 it was dafk, I could not see 1t now, and the next day it was
ralny, so nothing could be done, as the sequel will show. ¥Yet it is my
intention at some fubure time to 8ee this place and bscome better
acqualnted therswith, and then perhaps I'shail be able to write a more
accurate account of it, as it i1s rather a distingulshed place, and
occupies a prominent place in the annals of our country's history,
being the scene of Washington's and his xmmykx armies' éuffering and
trials during the most gloomy period of the fsvolutloh, when Washling=
ton was encamped at thls place during the winter of 1777=8 with a small
army cf half-clothed and half-starved men, How must the heart of the
great man have throbbed with deepest emotlon as he gazed upon the
gcene and saw nothing but sorrow and guffering! Truly if thers was
ever a time that tried men's souls, thie must éuraly have been such
an one. Valley Forge is situated six mlles above Norristown on the
west side of tha Schuylkill River. It 1s, sayse the historian, a desp

rugged hollow at the mouth of Valley Creek, and takee its name from

an ancient forge established at this place.
On our retﬁrn we found some of the neighoors had called at

Mr. Valentine's to epend the evening. One of them, & Mre.Roberts,

who epoke a great deal about her

was a very genteel Quaker lady,
ot Jjust

e I cann
daughter Mary (well understood), and her son whose nam
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| now waceallaet. Wa wmatirad about 10 oleloek, and had the longest night
that I ever passed in all the days of my life. We walted with the
greatéat impatlence, for hours, yet nodaylight appearsed until at last
a faint glimmering light began to dawn and Waen day bdroke, we found
that it was raining. Imagine, 1f you can, my feellnge upon this
occaslon,- away fromhéme, across g wide and furious streasm, the
roads very muddy. Alas! How was I to return, without even an umbrella?
These thoughts preaaed‘heavlly on my mind; yet with a 8pirlt of cone
tempt I looked upon the scens. Thse forenoon was spent very happlly ¥n
convereation, reading, etc.}n the afternoon, we (Mr. Baum and I) left
ogr friends, Messers. Delp and Arncld, they each being kind enoﬁgh to
lend us their umbrellﬁs, which were of great service. However, 1t had
ceased raining, but the roads were like one bed of mortar. Onward I
atrove, bidding defiance to mud and storm, as I walked and Wwalked 1in
a strange road. I crossed the brédge over the Pechuylkill, called
Paulding's bridge, about 2 miles below Phoenixville. It is bullt in the
8amo manner for a description of which see a former pért of thls book.
Then, travelling on through the mud, paseing some very fine country
residences which I canno®f now describe from the fact that the weather
was g0 bad and my anxiety for getting home so great that I 4id not
stop to make observation, I hastened on. I passed through Shannonville
vulgarly ealled Hogtown for the reason that its appearance corresponds
very strikingly with ites contemptible name. There are several extensive
coppsr mines through this place, and many of the hands employed
in mining and at the furnaces, are residents of this village. The
country is very hilly, and water power is abundantly furnished by the
numerous streams coursing their way 1ln silent ma jesty through the
fertile dales and valleys, giving unsurpassed beauty to the scenery
around. At last I reached again tha long-looked«for object, the
Perkliomen bridge, which 1s built of wood, about a mile above 1ltis
mouth where it flows 1into the Schuylkill. Then, after travelling
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anAthay mila thvaush mud and mive, I awrivad at home, after travelling
about 7 miles, while the nearaest diéténce betwasn the two points 1is
scarcely a mlle. Such are some of the dlsadvantages of living amidst
the beautiful scebéry surrounding large stresms. The effects of my
walk were a bad cold, |
THE GENERAL FEATURES OF THE COUNTRY.

This pafﬁ of the éoﬁhtfy is véry'hilly,'aa 1t seems to be a
characteristic along all large streams. The soil is very fertlle and
produces large crops of corn and wheat. Rye ia not much raised. This
18 one of the wealthlest parts of Montgomery County, containlng many
verylarge farms which seem to be well cultlivated. Soms are chlefly
devoted to dalry purposes. Agriculture in é dietrict like this 1is
also & very luchative businees, a8 all the wants of the farmer can
be sasily aupplied by the extensive mercantile business that 1s carrlied
on both by railroad and canal, through which he finds and easy and
rapld mode of transporting all hie produce nuadn& not needed for
home consumption, to market, without half the inconvenience attendlng
such transportation in districte where such eonveyances are unknown,
and with less axpenss,

The mineral wealth of this part of the country 1s extensive,

Iron abounds, but not in sufficient quantlty to ensure succassful
mining operations, Nickel is found in wvarious parte. This is a sube
stance of which German silver is made. Copper 1is abundant, and is

mined in large quantities at different places. On the east bank of

the Perkiomen there are several large furnaces which employ & number

of hands. The psople in general are liberal, intelligent, and sen-
llble,'yet we found a few of those narrow-minded, blgoted, miserly

beings who are only bent on money,= who without mercy would take the

last copper from a poor man's pocket. These, with the contaminating

influence of the towe-path, are a sore MXRKRERIURR blight on the other-

wise good character of the place. Churches of various denominations
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abound, such &8 Punker, Quaker, Mennonite, etc., yet, like all other
placsee, 1t has 1ts full smount of immorality and wickedness.

Thursdeday, December 20th. 1855. Yet, my friends, another
sketch ere I return to the home of my childnood, and as the time for
my intended return is fast approaching, my mind 18 very much excited
and a fesling of pleasure radiates my whole frame, and leads my mind
to wander amid the wild vislons of fancy, bullding air castles high as

Babel's Tower, which in a moment vanish agaln, and are lost amidst the

gterner duties of life.

* But this 18 not the theme of my writing which 1t was my
intention toFive you when 1 commenced to write; yet it gtands 80
prominent in my mind that I cannot refrain from giving vent to 1lt.
Yeeterday L received a note from one of my gcholars written By her
grandfather, vary respectfully addressing me as "Friend Funk', ree
questing me to give notice in my school of a meeting to be called
that svening at the Green Tree schoolhouss, where Rhoda Lamb and her

husband were io preach., They are membere of the Soclety'of Frisnds,

and hold theilr maetings only in the schoolhouse becauss there arse somse

narrow-minded Dunkere who would not allow them to use thelr mesting

house, although it stands just XEEREK opposits the schoolhouss. I

sometimes think there must oe very little Chrietianlty,- trus

Ghristianity,- about a man who professes to pe interested 1in the

promulgation of the Goepel, and pray and preach that the knowledge of

y cover the earth as the waters cover the eea, and then
closse his doors

the Lord ma

act in direct oppoeltion tohis professed principle and

to all intercoures with other Christians, and not even permli XRX

cne of another denomination to preach the preclious truth of the

Gospel in thelr church, Thie shows, 1 think, a want of that liberality

of mind which 80 nighly distingulshed every act of that ever blessed

Saviour whose footeteps they profess 1o follow.

But I am again dlgressing from my. subject. Ag the meeting
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was published and eVeryﬁhlng prepared to hear the great lady and her
companion epeak, we were ready at an early hour to go to the houses,
which weq already found nearly full, although the weather was cloudy,
and looked much for snow. We entered and sat down and walted scme time,
The people still continued to coms 1n crowds until the house was
thronged,x The young, the gay, with the more sober and grave, were
assembled there in the same Erowd, and memberse of every denominatlion
and olass were thers, all walting and looking with anxicus eyes to get
& firet viaw of the speakers as soon as they came. At last two ladles
entered, dresssed in the well-known plaln, yet neat and appropriate
Quaker costume., In & moment the house was silent, when soon the hugband
also came in with the same solsmn grandeur with which the females
preceded him. They then tookﬁheir seats at the teacher's desk, and
the lady, divesting herself of her furs and bonnei, siience again
reigned through the house. Each one was anxious to hear, yet all was
eilent, while the speakers were as anxicusly waltlng for the movement
of the Good Spirit which was to direct khmm their hearts and thelr
tongues 1n thelr solemn duties. At last,as 1if by a very gudden emotion,
Rhoda Lamb arose, not though as if addressing the meeting, but merely
as speéking by inspiration. ®he poured forth in a loud, man-like
volce, a tide of Gospsl eloquence, which, although distinguished for
simplicity and truth, might have done eredit to one of much higher
preteneions., Bhe addressed the assembly as children, and called forth
the nacessity of guarding ourselves agalnset the many evils and dangers
which surround us 1n our very outset in the serviece of Christ,
particularly against the evile which have thelr origin in that llitle
unruly member, the tongue, bsing very careful to intersperse through
her remarks, the great necesslty of the gpiritual regeneration of man,
baptism by fire and spirit, communion sbiritually, atc., declaring
that no outward form, and no invent ion of man could ever have the least

effact on our sculs or prove in any Fay beneficial to the regenseratlion

—_ L E :
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of our hearts or our eternal ealvation. Her husband then rose and
spoke at some length on the evils arising from tha use of tobacco

and rum, being not taken by hie audience as & sermon, but mersly as a
commpnplace lecturs, and withal not being very eloquent, his ZZZxuEE
remarks made little impression, although they did neither lack truth
nor fitness..

After his remarke were closed, his lady being again moved
by the 8pirilt, knelt and offered a very long and sloquent and approe
priate prayer. Then, giving a valedictory, the congregation was &kamixnx
dlsmissed, and thus ended the great novelty of hearing a lady preach,
and we returned to our homes, many no doubt being wiser and better
man and women = perhaps.

January 16, 1856. Descend once more, my muse, and lnspire
the fond lay which I would now indulge. Long, old book, hast thou lain
nxyxdn ngglected in my desk, budpow agaln after a season of reet and
relaxation, return to me once more and I will fill out thy blank
pagas that others may see the scenes through whlch I have passed
since last I marked upon the falr pages these unseeming sketches.

How varied and wonderful are the changes of time: how manifold the
thoughte that rush through the mind in the space of time. And when I

look back through the short lapse of a few weeks only, who can tell

the many changes, the many scenes that have flitted across my memory.

Not yet a month ago I sat in this gsat in this house, an unhappy and

restless man. I gazed upon the sprightly forme and sparkling contene
ances of some two scores of children which gathered around me to re=
ceive instruction at my hand, and came up herse frodpay to day and
looked upon me as teacher,- thalr prsceptor. I falt an awful respon=
sibllity resting upon me. Yet I felt not for them, for the thought
pressed heavily upon my mind that in six and thirty hours I was agaln
to stand amid the happy scenes which surrounded my childhood home

again to meet those whom the sacred tles of love and friendship bound
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close te me. Tha afterncen paassaed s8lowly a.way< until at last the
lengthened shadows of the sun and her long golden beams told of the
approaching night. The school was diemissed with a short address,
send on leaving, eaéh one kindly bid me good-night as usual, at the

 game time wishing me a happy @axx¥ Christmas, and then went to thelr
homes happy and rejolcing in the expectatlon of spending vacation
in play and innocent liberty. I returned and went to my boarding
house, apprehensive of having a rainy day for my return tc my native
home &8 the appearing of the weather foretokened too well a storm,

I took & hearty supper to avold suspicion of ths feallings
which g0 heavily pressed upon my mind. I tried to be chaerful and
thoughtless as usual, made up my report of the school, gave 1t to the
charge of Mr. Hendricks, and retired, but long hours alapsed ere I
closed my eyes, Mid the intensity of feellng & thousand thoughts
xxaxaa& crowdsd upon my mind. I thought of the happy 8cenes that
gurrounded my native home,- parents and friends I should meet thers,
and the love I retalned for one whom my bosom held dear. This amid
the gloominess of ths night, kept my mind in a very unsettled state
for a long time, After, RENEXXEX however, indulging in a few hours 1in
the sweet repose of nature's restorer, balmy sleep, I woke again long
ere the first grey beams of morn etreaked the orient sky. My appre-
henslons inrsegard to the westher were all too well founded. Raln was
falling fast. My heart almost sank down discouraged, for midst rain

and muddy walke I was that day to return from a stranger's home, Long

I walted until at last a faint streak of light came in at my window,

and after waiting long, it grew light and theogamily arose (I beling
a go

(2
one of the firet). Gettlng ready and takin%ﬁPreakfaet for the last

time, I took my valise and umbrells and amid rain and mud started for

nome. I walked 2 miles, corssed the Schuylkill into Chester Guuntiy,

met my friend, Mr. Delp, and then procasded Lo Valley Forge where We
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tock the cars on the Reading railroad for Beidgeéport. Of Vallsey Forge
I can say nothing more at present than I have already said 1n a former
pardff this book. The cars were crowded and we had to stand, for this
was a geason of rejoieing to many a toll«worn mind that looked fore
ward with feelings of the most intenss anxlety to the happy momsnt
when they should meet their friends at home. O that sweset word! What
feelings inepired my mind as the thoughts of this dear littls ﬁord
aver came up before me: 4As I stood there in the care, filled to
excese with many hard-ﬁorking and honest laborers, and cast a look
upon them, I thought how many of thesse humble men (for the most of
themkeemed to be foreigners returygling from their labors to spend
the holiday in the city) are returning as I am, to the loved scenses
of a dear spot which they call home, and how must their hearts swell
with emotion when they think that a few hours hance they will mest
the loved ones of home., For, whsther it be a palace or a hut, the
stately manslon of honor :2dwealth, or a rude cave in the mountaln,
desert or wilderness, there is no place like home. Aftar reaching
Bridgeport the rain mamxmd had coaBad, and we walked over the bridge
across the Schuylkill to Norristown. The road was very muddy and
s8loppy.

Bridgeport 1s a place of considerabls importance and improving
very fast, though rather a mean~looking place. However the weather and
a cursory view may have falled to discover ite heautiss. Of its
trade, pesople, etc. I can say nothing.Norriatown 1s the County Town
of Montgomery County, a place of cohsidarable iuportance, and notaed
for ite extensive cotton and woolen factories, iron worke, furnaces
and machine shope employing many hands,etc,, ERXAAXXXZRXRAMARIME
It also containe a very fine ccurthouse and jail, and other public
bulldings, churches, etc., a8 wall &aa numerous glegant private dwell-

ings. Norristown and Bridgeport are connected by a bridge similar to
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Phoenix and Quineceyville, for g description of which see a formep
part of this book., Arriving at the hotel, and ENZAXXXN angaging our
passage to Barnteville, we met Mr. Weber, one of our old classmates,
and then went to take some refreshments, enjoying the luxury of a
bowl.\of oyetere which was to be our dinner, and about 12 o'clock the
coach stood ready at the door, and we were ready to start, But such
& getting in line I think ls seldom met 'with save on particular
occasions. The cars had arrived with a number of passengers, and they
were in a rush to get in. The rain was again bheglnning to fall, and
gulte a numbsr of ladles had already been waiting for some time at
the hotel. Of course these took their placsse first. Then came thse
ladies from the cars, and their husbands of course wantsd to go along,
and tﬁus they crowded 1n until the stage was filled. What them, thought
wo? Shall ws be left half way between the place of our destination?
Our minds were set on taking suppser under our parental roofs, and then
sheuld we, after stemming storm and tlde, within a few hours of home
be left because the stage was crowded, after performing the severest
part of our journey and at the very moment when we looked forward with
the most intense pleasure for the happiness ws were to enjoy in meating
our friends? These thoughts pressed heavily on our minds and lnspired
us with the most desperate feelings, and with a sudden rush we sprang
forward, my friends on the box with the driver, and I, 1n with the
ladles, squeezed myself into a seat, determined not to stay behind, let
congeguences be what they may. There were 3 more and a severe @ontest
ensued between 2 of them as to which should go, the ons declaring that
he must go because his daughter was already in, and he could not stay
behind, while the other was urged on by important business. At last,
sulting the action to the word, the father Jjumped In and the contest
ended, and the stage started with 13 passengers and the driver, with
2 horses, on a ralny day and with muddy roads, So you may think our

passage was anythimg but agreeable whlle we wers packed and wedged into
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a low, dark, unchasts vehicle, amidst umbrellas and carpet hage so
that we could not shift our position a 8ingle 1inch, and scarcely had
We room for our feet, and if we were in a stage coach; the words would
8till have been apblicable which the pedestrian so often repasats,
that "Jordan is & hard road to travel.

Cur progress cof course wae glow, and the roads were rough,
and our passage Would have been quite intolsrable and perhaps might
hgve called forth ﬂhe mos8t loathsome anathemas agalinst both stage and
driver had it not been for the presence of 3 charming youngﬁadiea
who were, llke we, returning from Norristown (where they wers at
8chool) to spend the holidays at home in Buckingham townshlp. Thelr
eweat smlling faces and musical volces, in addition to thelr merry
talk, were qulte a solace to the weary mind in that dark and intolerable
0ld stage coach. However, I fared much better than my friends, Messrs.
Delp and Weber, who were on the box, with the driver, and nothing to
protect them from the rain except umbrellas. Yet, regardlees of thess,
Mr, Websr had a long dispute with the driver in regard to the people's
line running bstwesn Norrisﬁown and the Trap, in which the d4river, )
Mr. Price, eent forth the most polluting, degrading oaths that ever
poliuted the lips of man,= oaths and curses that might harrow the
feslings of the most hardened, at which humanity might shudder,- yea,
the earth itself might trsmble at such horrlble languags.

But, proceeding slowly, we at immgX last reached Montgomsry
Square, where somse of the passengers got out and others entered, and
Mr. Delp came inside. These new ones proved to bs teschers from Lehlgh,
and in quest of thse same objecte as ourselves, returning home to
Buckingham to spend the holldays. We considered ocurselves then as no
mean cilrcle, 4 teachers and 3 pupils (the young ladles), and we had an
interesting conversation, and our journey bacame more pleasant. Tims

pagsed more rapidly from our hands, and when we laft the stage at

Barntaville where we arrived about 3% o'clock, we were not a little mmx
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gorpry to leave the gobd company we had fallen into. However we had
to part for we had arrived at our destination and must hasten to
mest our friende. We alighted, entered the hotel, and left them to
purgue thelr journey in peacse, doubting whether we wWould ever meat
again. The hotel, by the way, was filled with Irish and Duteh (the
hande working on the Reading railroad) who were not able ‘to work on
account of the raln. They were drinking rum like Turks. We aleo took
a drink, warmed, (for we were nearly frozen), and then with umbrellas
over us and with baggage in hand,went forth on foot through mud and
rain, for home, the dletance being about 3 miles, and the country
very hilly. ¥ou may imagine it wase anything put agresable, but our
object was almost 1n eight; our destinatlon in view; and our fancy
dazzled by fond realizatlion - joy - and we pressed on, over hill and
dale, over rough road and smooth. I drank a pure hern and smoked &
Dixer, which made me feel Just about as wretehed as necessary, and as
we travelled along singing the weary pilgrim's favorite song "Jordan
am & hard road to travel" a vcice mmmmxfrom some unsSesn placa calmly
responded "Yee Sir", which almost might have transported us to the
realm of gﬁostl a;d apparitione were we inclined to believe in such
fables storiee, But Wwe hastened on, belng fully aware that 1t only
csme from the interior of an old shed near by. And ae we ascanded the
1ast hill which was %to place us in such a posltion that we could almost
ges our native homes, the rain commenced to fall faster and fastsr,
and darkness drew her sable curtain over us and shrouded us in the
gloomy tserrors of night when We wers about a mile from home. O thought!
Cannot I be permitted to approach my homse with the light of hsaven ’
shining around me 80 that I can cast my eager vision once mora on the
loved scenes of home, beholding them in all thelr beauty? But as it

was, we 8till onward trudged through mud and water, woods and fields

and meadowe, whﬁn at laet a light appeared through the night. It was
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tha Muat slimpaa pf homa, and with renswed affort we pressed forw
ward and with a spirit pf enthuslasnm dashed over the fence and
pushed through the familiar old gate at the head of the lane, which
stood half opened, stepped under the overshed of the MXAREEREEXWAAXK
milk-house where we hastily grabbed & couple of apples, drew a long
pbreath, and then, while the rain was falling in torrents, glided
gquletly to the door, unsean and unheard by any one, and = ARXEXENANZ
what then were my feelings. Words cannot describe them; language
gannot tell; I.stood once ﬁore under cover of my paternal roof, gftar
passing through such a variety of scenes and circumstances, tired,
weary, hungry, wet, and coverad with mud almost. I, 1n a feeling of
axcdtement, gave a hearty knodck; 1n a faw momentgizga door swung
zpam back and I once mors stood in the fond embrace of home,
surrounded by all the loved ones of childhood, to enjoy agaln for a
season the maxkhkgsoclety of those whom all chigigg of consangulnity
rendsred dear. Thus, having arrived at my destinatlion, permit my pen
to rest a while; then again I may tell you more. Home is indesd a
xxxxxxxxxx&nlnxtxxklﬁzt&xxxpilallnxxgt:ll pleasant place.

The next day, which was Sunday, I took my friend,

AwrzxBaip Abram Delp who had asccompanied me on my wWeary Journey
homs, and who remained over nlght with me 1n my parental homs, to
nis home in Plumstead townshlp, & distance of 9 miles. Ihis trip was
made in a buggy, and while the roads were Vvsary muddy, and travselling
wae slow, yet 1t was a great dsal better than walking. Af ter arriving
at his homse, I spent a part of the day vislting with his people.

Betwgen Christmas and New Year there was an unusual fall

of snow, so much in fact that it supplied good #lelghing &g

Yalipmbmps, S50 the good people who attended church at the Green

Tree Dunkard meeting house could drive on eleighs apd anjoy the merry

dlngle of the pells which sdded much pleasure to the drives.

February 6th., 1856. After spending & very happy time
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over the holidaye with the loved ones at the old home, the time came
when I agaln had to bid them adieu and return to my school. iy visit
nad refreshed my REXEEX spirit, and though my heart throbbed as I '
agaln sald good=byse, I had the sweet pleasure of carrying with me
nany happy memories, and as I pondered over those the burden of
heavinass of leaving the dear ones ald not seem qulte SO heavy. I havse
now besen very clcse to my business, since my return, consegquently
made no other excursions about which to write, having, in fact,
sgarcely time to write my experiences fully, for I have endeavored
to do my daty to my gchool besides studylng some and attending to
other duties, The weather has been extremely cold during the last |
6 weeks, and the earth hse been arrayed in her glorious white robes,
sand the fast tread of horees, the jingling bells and merry volces,
together with emiling faces and gparkling eyes, tell to all there 18
pleasure in having a regular old«fashioned winter cnce again in these
days of fame and hurry and progress. Nothins of interest besyond the
common occurrences of everyday 11fe having come to pass, 1 will bring
this sketch up to the present time, and thus amidst the severad cold
of winter lay asldse my pen and rest for a while until something worthy
of my attention ehall again offer, and than I will commence another
book, for = my story 1s ended, and my skatch comses up to the present

time, and my book 18 just filled, and ite falr pages all scribbled

over, and my stock of knowladge exhausted.

*Hﬂ**“**ﬂ*“*ﬂ*i
The snow which fell between chriatmas and New Year lasted
e long time 8o that for 11 Bundays there was good slelghing. This
was guite extraordinary and the people made full uee of the fine
sleighing and everywhere the merry jingls of the bells cculd Dbe

neard on the elear frosty alir. Happlness reigned supreme in the hearte

of the young people aB Was petokened by thelir merry laughter and
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oporkling ayag and SM1l1Ng counLenances as they eped slong behind

prancing steedd acroee the glistenlng{ erystalse of winter's enow.

The joy and transport was betimes rapturous, for all around nature

was draped in i:: moet beautiful, spotless wakka garment of white.
My school closed about April first. The l2th, Bunday

there Wwag no more sleighing, and 1 came to my home in Bucke County.

A few daye lager I returned to Frealand Seminary where I took ahother

quarter of instructlon to perfect myself a# teacher in the common

schoole. Thls was 1n‘the Spring of 1856. From early June until

October lst. I spent my time at hoﬁe, nelping my parents with the

harvest and other work on the farnm. During the winter of 1856=T

I taught the Chestnut Ridge achool for the second time, and 1n

kg spring, on April 1gt. I left school, and shortly afterwards went

to spend 2 weeks viglting relatives in Lincoln County, Canada, from
which place I prpceeded on my journey to Chlcago where I had secured &
position in the lumber buslness.
I had besan teaching echool in the publie schools of my

nativefand an adjoining)count’ﬁﬁ for three winters, when the Lord
opened for me another line of businesg which I should aeccept, though
in soms respsects8 the way that had opened to me was not altogether
agroeable to my slncers convictions. But the oppertunities on the side
of my new vocation overbalanced my previous plans and convictions,
and followed in the way that I felt God was leading me, and I gave
up my former vocation as teacher of public schools and farmer, and
came to Ghicago on the llth. day of April, 1857, and immediately
xsuzsazEdx assumed my pcsitioﬁ a8 clerk and general workman 1in a large

and prosperous lumber establishment.
The ruling motive in making thie change in my life work,- no

doubt was money or a position 1n which money could be accumulated, and

the Lord in His Almighty Wisdom, knew that with the other preparations
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I would eurely alsoc need money to accompllish my ends. Thie was one
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of the peculiarities I did not at that time understand, but I saw
it plainly in later yéars.

Soon after my arrival in Chicago, I made the acquaintance
of a young man by the name of Lord. He was a devoted Christian, a
member of the Presbytserian Church, a Sunday School teacher, and in
avery way a worthy, good young fellow. He invited me to go with him
to his Sunday School, which invitation I gladly accepted. It was a
mission Sunday School, and I at once likewise became a teacher, Here
I made the acqualntance of D. L.uoodj, who was also a teacher, and
for some time we were co-workers as teachere in the mission Sunday
School. This 1ntimacy and acquaintaneeship with Moody and others in
the same line of work, were a greatl help to me in my future work,
and I recognize 1t as the Lord's work. From the time I first arrlved
in Chicago, I attended the Thiﬁd Presbyterian vhurch, then located
on Union Street, between Washington and Randolph Btreets, and also
was a scholar in their Sunday Bchool.

During the winter of 1857«8 the Preasbyterian Church had a
Xsmg long period of continued meetinge 1ln theilr Church. 1L wae at that
time attending commercial college, and availed myself of XEXENRXRYK
the beneflt of attending these meetings ln tne evening, also to some
extent a morning prayer meeting, and between the hours of 12 and.l
o‘clock we had a noon-day prayer meeting for about 3/4 mam of an
hour. This meeting was held in the MetropolitanHall which accommodated
5000 people standing, and was usually a good meeting, with short
addreeses sometimes not over 3 minutes in length, and exerclsed a
great influence over the people. After the close of the meetlngs at
the Church a meeting was held to see how many of those who had manl-

fested s desire to enter upon a Christlan life, might wish to become

members of the Church. L1 thought 1t all over and concluded in my own

mind
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m L v +_hg,£ 12 T Aacived +e hova = Church, and I 414 Adasira tnat, I

oould do nothing more than become a Presbyterian, and signified my
Intention of joining. But, like with Balaam, the angel of the Lord
8tood in the way. I studied the creed of the Church L was to |
accept and confess to, and 1 found in that creed Eredastination,

Infant Baptism, Oaths, War, etc. atc., and I said "No".



