BRITAIN TO 100M – The HuMPs

by Mark Jackson, 5/6/07         

Updates 21/6/07, 12/03/08, 10/05/08, 06/09/08, 27/12/08, 24/4/09
This is a list of all the hills in Britain (Northern Ireland not included) with relative height over 100 metres. It’s done in the same style as Alan Dawson’s list of 1555 Marilyns with relative height 150m or more. At my best estimate there are 2,993 of these peaks, which have been given the name of HuMPs (it stands for Hundred Metre Prominences).

Hills; The list itself is not mine; I didn’t do much research myself in that field. The hills are taken from the Marilyn list (version 2), along with the lists available at the Files section of the RHB Yahoo group – 

· ‘England, Wales and Man’ in the folder ‘Clement Data’ by Rob Woodall, January 2005

· ‘Yeaman Scot EDC layout’ in the folder ‘Yeaman Data’ by Rob Woodall, February 2007.

I am really grateful to Rob Woodall and E D Clements (English, Welsh, Manx) and Eric Yeaman (Scottish) for doing all the work in formulating the lists. I haven’t changed much from the lists, I’ve merely put them in a much more readable and accessible format.

I’m also grateful to Iain Cameron, Simon Edwardes, Jim Bloomer, Chris Watson and Kevin Woods for discovering extra hills for the list, and to Gordon Adshead, Colin Crawford, Ralph Newsam and Ken Whyte for making corrections. Also to John Barnard and Graham Jackson for their sterling work in surveying that has corrected the status of several HuMPs.
Parent information; What, you may well ask, is ‘parent peak?’ It’s a useful system that provides a hierarchy of peaks and a way of linking hills with their topographic neighbours. Briefly, the parent of peak A can be found by dividing the island or region in question into territories, by tracing the runoff from the key col of every peak more prominent than peak A. The prominence parent is the peak whose territory peak A resides in. (Also, there is the exception that if a hill is the highest point of its island, it has no parent, so this is noted.)

The upshot of this system is that a hill’s parent is a) higher, b) more prominent, and c) as closely topographically connected as possible, to the hill. The ‘territories’ concept also comes in very useful for dividing the land up into topographic regions.

Parent information for the HuMPs was taken from the above files. Parent information (and relative height data, for that matter) for the Marilyns was taken from;

· ‘Marilyn’s parents’ in the Files section by Alan Dawson, January 2005.

For HuMPs, the list uses parent Marilyns, as this was the type of information available. It just means the Marilyn in whose territory the HuMP resides – i.e. – i.e. divide Britain into territories by tracing the runoff from the key col of each ‘Marilyns’ and the parent Marilyn of a HuMP is the Marilyn whose territory it lies in.  This is the way that hills with relative heights below 150m are categorised (see the “Hills of Britain” lists). If a hill is on an island whose summit is less than 150m high then it has no parent Marilyn; if it’s not the highest point on the island, just the name of the island is given. 

Sections; The 42 regions are the same ones in Alan Dawson’s Marilyns list. By and large, the sections have been kept the same, but for ease of reference, when the HuMPs were added and a section contained more than 30 hills, it was necessary to split the section into two (or occasionally three). Boundaries for these new sections I worked out myself. The 30-peak rule is only a guide; a couple of sections I left slightly bigger because there was no obvious place to split them. I also split up a couple of sections in England, not because of peak overload, but simply to cut down the size a little, to make making the maps a little easier.

Stats; Each region and section has, after the stating of the boundaries, a breakdown of how many Marilyns and Murdos/Hewitts it contains. 
Maps; The biggest contribution I’ve made to the project myself is the creation of a series of maps, using the PC digital mapping program ‘Fugawi UK’, to show the location of the hills in this list. Hopefully, every hill in the list is included in a corresponding map, either next to the list or just before or after it. There’s one map for every section, but for some of the larger sections, particularly in England and Wales, I’ve split the map into two or occasionally three maps to keep them all at the same scale (1:215,000). Note; Sometimes the maps may contain older (or misspelled) names of hills, as I didn’t think it worth redoing the entire map to change one letter in a hill’s name!

To the best of my ability, all the maps are at the same scale, which, if you print the pages out onto A4 paper, will come to approximately 1:215,000. Certainly, all the maps which are less wide than the width of a page are exactly this scale. The other maps may have a bit of distortion to keep them on a page or to fill a gap. However, you can tell if one of the maps is off-scale because the red triangles marking the hills are off-size – the red triangles are all exactly the same size relative to the real world.
The maps use OS 1:50,000 scale mapping at an extremely low resolution – it’s impossible to make out any names or details beyond major features of the landscape. For this reason, and because I’m not intending to publish this as a book any time soon (!) I hope nobody will complain about them.

Pictures; I put in a couple of pictures to fill some of the white space. They’re all taken from Wikipedia, so they can be reproduced without copyright issues.

Updates; For an easy reference to all changes that have been made to the list since its first release in June 2007, please see the ‘Update Sheet’ text file in the same folder as the HuMPs files in the RHB group.
It only remains for me to apologise for the large size of this PDF file and to hope that you all find some use for my work, or at the very least enjoy looking at the maps etc.

Finally, if there’s anything you don’t understand, you have any corrections for me or you think there’s a way it can be improved – give me a shout at markjackson2@btinternet.com.

A few stats;

Scotland – 2,171
Wales – 365 (not including Black Mountain)

England – 446
Isle of Man – 11

Total; 2,993
Island Hopping

Island
Region
Number of hills
Highest point
Skye
17A-D
79
Sgurr Alasdair – 992 

Mull
17F-G
36
Ben More – 966 

Arran
20C
18
Goat Fell – 874 

Rum
17E
10
Askival – 812 

Lewis-Harris
24A-D
79
An Cliseam – 799 

Jura
20A
19
Beinn an Oir – 785

Isle of Man
29
10
Snaefell – 621 

South Uist
24E
14
Beinn Mhor – 620 

Islay
20B
13
Beinn Bheigier – 491 

Hoy
23
6
Ward Hill – 481 

Shetland Mainland
22A-B
21
Ronas Hill – 450 

Scarba
20A
1
Cruach Scarba – 449  

Raasay
17B
2
Dun Caan – 444 

Hirta
25
3
Conachair – 430 

Foula
22B
2
The Sneug – 418 

Scalpay
17D
2
Mullach na Carn – 396 

Eigg
17E
2
An Sgurr – 393 

Boreray
25
1
Mullach an Eilein – 384 

Barra
24F
6
Sheabhal – 383 

Soay
25
1
Cnoc Glas – 376 

North Uist
24E
9
Eaval – 347 

Ailsa Craig
27B
1
Ailsa Craig – 340 

Holy Island
20C
1
Mullach Mor – 314 

Ulva
17F
1
Beinn Chreagach – 313 

Scarp
24C
2
Sron Romul – 308 

Unst
22A
6
Saxa Vord – 285 

Bute
19D
4
Windy Hill – 278 

Orkney Mainland
23
7
Mid Hill – 275 

Mingulay
24F
1
Carnan – 273 

Taransay
24D
1
Beinn Ra – 267 

Eilean Shona
18A
1
Beinn a’Bhaillidh – 265 

Rousay
23
2
Blotchnie Fiold – 250 

Isle of Wight
42B
6
St Boniface Down – 241 

Bressay
22B
1
Ward of Bressay – 226

Holy Island
30A
1
Holyhead Mountain – 220  

Fair Isle
22B
2
Ward Hill – 217 

Eilean Shiphoirt
24B
1
Eilean Shiphoirt – 217 

Canna
17E
2
Carn a’Ghaill – 210

Yell
22A
2
Hill of Arisdale – 210 

Sandray
24F
1
Carn Ghaltair – 207 

Pabbay
24E
1
Beinn a’Charnain – 196 

Stac an Armin
25
1
Stac an Armin – 196 

Berneray
24F
1
Sotan – 193 

Vatersay
24F
1
Theiseabhal Mor – 190 

Kerrera
19A
1
Carn Breugach – 189

Eriskay
24E
2
Beinn Sciathan – 185  

Noss
22B
1
Noss Head – 181 

Dun
25
1
Bioda Mor – 178 

Anglesey
30A
4
Mynydd Bodafon – 178 

Muckle Roe
22A
1
Mid Ward – 172 

Stac Lee
25
1
Stac Lee – 172 

Pabbay
24F
1
An Tobha – 171 

Carna
18C
1
Cruachan Charna – 170  

Westray
23
1
Fitty Hill – 169

Bardsey Island
30A
1
Mynydd Enlli – 167 

Garbh Eilean
24B
2
Mullach Buidhe – 160  

Fetlar
22A
1
Vord Hill – 159 

Gometra
17F
1
Gometra – 155 

Muldoanich 
24F
1
Maol Domhnaich – 153 

Seil
19A
1
Meall a’Chaise – 146 

Colonsay
20D
2
Carnan an Eoin – 143 

Lundy
40B
1
Beacon Hill – 142 

Tiree
17F
2
Carnan Mor – 141 

Soay
17C
1
Beinn Bhreac – 141

Muck
17E
1
Beinn Airein – 137  

Ramsey Island
31G
1
Carnllundain – 136 

Calf of Man
29
1
Calf of Man – 128 

Lismore
3B
1
Barr Mor – 127 

Great Cumbrae Island
27A
1
Barbay Hill – 127 

Rona
17B
1
Meall Acairseid – 125 

Tanera Mor
16H
1
Meall Mor – 124 

Benbecula
24E
1
Ruabhal – 124 

Little Cumbrae Island
27A
1
Lighthouse Hill – 124 


Handa
16F
1
Sithean Mor – 123 

Isle Martin 
16H
1
Isle Martin – 123 

Sanda
19B
1
Sanda Island – 123 

Arnamul
24F
1
Arnamul – 121 

Whalsay
22A
1
Ward of Clett – 120 

South Ronaldsay
23
1
Ward Hill – 118 

Davaar
19B
1
Island Davaar – 115 

Ronay
24E
1
Beinn a’Charnain – 115 

Eilean Mor
13B
1
Meall a’Chois – 114

Lianamul
24F
1
Lianamul – 112

Bass Rock
28B
1
Bass Rock – 112  

Eilean Tigh
17B
1
Meall Mor – 111

Garbh Eileach
20A
1
Garbh Eileach – 110  

Rona
24B
1
Toa Rona – 108 

Great Stac of Handa
16F
1
Great Stac of Handa – 107 

Fuidheigh
24F
1
Fuidheigh – 107 

Gruinard Island
14A
1
An Eilid – 104

Oldany Island
16F
1
Sidhean nan Ealachan – 104 

Coll
17F
1
Ben Hogh – 104

Scalpay
24C
1
Beinn Scorabhaig – 104 

Lunga
17F
1
Cruachan – 103 

Gairsay
23
1
Ward of Gairsay – 102 

Wiay
24E
1
Beinn a’Tuath – 102 

Lunga
20A
1
Bidein na h-Iolaire – 102

Iona
17G
1
Dun – 101 

Eday
23
1
Ward Hill – 101 

Gigha
19B
1
Creag Bhan – 100 

Ken Whyte appears to be the champion island hopper, having visited 408 of the 443 islands HuMPs and 78 of the 100 island high points.
Bidean nam Bian (3C)








