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The layout of the Drinker house is central block with one wing.. Theé main part of the S
house was built in 1815, the Federal period. It is a’§ bay, 2 story house ¢onstructeq  ~ - s
of limestone with a gable roof and ldrs inside énd” chimneys, " The coursed rubble limestong = .1«
walls are finished with beautiful quoins., The outstanding Peature of this bouse is the . -
arched main entrance of gauged gtone. It is beautiful work and has no peer in Berkeley .
County. . The house features a central hall floor plan with one or two rooms each side, = | .
The staircase is an open sbring stair of 2 flights tothe second flcor. The house 'is 8
ruin and the mantel pieces are gone. Only the chair rail remains in some of the rooms,
The fireboxes have plastered surrounds. Off the south gide is the first floor runs of .
a one and one half story, 3 bay log house. Thé whitewdshed roof outline on the stons. = -
house reveals a tall recessed porch...This house is attached to the stone house by a . = -
board wall that has a door to0 a breszéway between. the two houses. The log house probably -
predates. the stone mansion. " “Just of f the log house is a’ separate stone smokehousé-also . -

in ruins. Located to the north of the house is the ruins of the slave quarters. It is ’
constucted of at least four separate stone buildings all grouped together part of which . =
are standing. It was of an unusual type of" stone construction and has no known rival . 7

“w

in Berkeley County. Also included is a dump pile,
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The house and“otheér ruins on the property are very significant for their architecture ,
and association with John Drinker, an early Quaker portriat artist. The house had "
outstanding features Such as the beautiful arched main éntrance of gauged stone. The
quglity of workmanship displayed in the stone work ranks as one of Berkeley County's
finer. The house in géneral was one of Berkeley County's finest. John Drinker was
a Philadelphia portrait artist., He purchased land in Berkéley County in 1797. He
married Elizabeth Peppers of Berkeley County the same year. He purchased a 213 acre
tract of land where the house is losated in 1808. "Then he built the beautiful stone
mansion in ca. 1815. It is known that he was an artist’ from 1787 to 1802. Among
known portmats of the Berkeley County area are Mrs. John Briscoe, Pr, John
_Barah Darke Rutherford, John Drinker died in the 1820s. His widow remained a resident
)of the house until 1858, Both are buried at the Margan Chapel cemetery. "He was a
member of the Society of Friends. The Myseum of Early Southern Decorative Arts,
- Winston-Salem, North .Carolina, .owns. some of his work. © . L i
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e ruins of the JonnDrinker house should be listed on The National Register of Historic [ - -
aces and Sites because of the fine workmanship still evident in the building and because |
" historic associations with John Drinker, an early Quaker pertriat artist. Of particular |
terest are the portraits of Dr. and Mrs. JohnBriscoe, the builder of "Piedmont” in
fferson County. These portraits were recently purchased by The Museum of Ezrly Southern
corative Arts in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. ‘he house was a large Federal period .
ructure of stone with a gauged stone main entrance, the only example of this work in
rkeley County. Elsewhere on the property are the ruins of outbuildings. This was a 213
retract of land. The 2 acres with mansions and dependencies ruins is an extremely '
portant historic archeology resource. John Drinker, a Quaker artist from New York

rn March 12, 1760, died February 16, 182%, childless, leaving his estate to his widow
izabeth Pepper, who he m rried in Berkeley County April 12, 1797. Tranditionally it is
aimed that his widow ran an underground shve train. ’ '

jzabeth Drinker's will written Oct 1, 1356 clearly shows her concern for the freedom of
dlack people. To David and Elizabeth wright she left "the services of my Negro boy -

i until he shall attain the age of twenty five." To dary dJane Pepper "the services of

negro girl Mary and her children.” At the death of Mary dane, Mary and all her issue

re to receive their freedom. ALl her other slaves except ‘Betsy and Sally, the afflicted

e, when they were old enough to be hired out to "good master" tor two years "and the net

oceeds of said servants after paying all expenses incident to them selves are to be

plied totheir repoval beyond the limits of the State of Virginia."® Sne put up her

ck Creek Valley farm for the support of “old servant Betsy and the a¥flicted one Sally

d such of the smaller servants as are too small to earn their support until they arrive
such an age that they can be hired out and earn their support and the expenses of which

charge my lands lying on Back Creek in Berkeley Co Va. and at the expiration of two years
the parents of these children including their entire family wish their freedom and

Tve the State of Virginia it is my wish for them to do so.* ' :

ere is supposed to be an underground tunnel which lead from thebbasement of the Drinker
nsion (ruins). Tnis well also had a place where you could go down so far and stand. This
uld have been for cleaning or used for hiding, ' -

ough considerable has been written on the underground railroad, verification of stops and
utes is difficult. The Wuakers were basically opposed to slavery and operated many of the !
ations. JohnDrinker was a Quaker who had come from New York and would have had many con- |
ctions for help in setting up an underground railroad. In the book "Underground Railroad |
om Slavery to Freedom" oy Wilbur H. Seibert, much information about the underground routes.
‘discussed. Any information that could be uncovered in reference t> the Drinker under- o
ound railroad stop would contribute much to nistory. : o

e Drinker property has another historic archeology significance in provi.ding material for
e study of an 18th century Wuaker artist's Life, : : ~ : '
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Mansion House-all four mall walls standlng, outstandlng stone work, part cut stone (limestone),
roof and interior of house caved in..

Log House Ruins-was two story, now one
Smokehouse-stone, roof gone Section of wall was plastered inside).

Slave quarters-stone, 3/L walls down, looks like in L sections, west 51de added at later date,
Corn Crib-in good shape, open slat

no roof, part € south wall was replaced w1th boards.



