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Members of a Communist organization march down Nevsky Prospekt carrying flags and banners as part of the annual May 
Day celebrations on Sunday. A range of political parties, trade unions and pressure groups took part. See story, page 2.Workers of the World, Unite!
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РЕКЛАМА

By Sergey Chernov
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

St. Petersburg authorities arrested doz-
ens of anarchists and left-wing activists 
to prevent them from marching as part 
of the May Day demonstrations on 
Nevsky Prospekt on Sunday.

Spearheaded by St. Petersburg 
Governor and pro-Kremlin party 
United Russia member Valentina Mat-
viyenko, a wide range of political par-
ties and movements, trade unions and 
pressure groups took part in the dem-
onstrations.

The main demands of the opposi-
tion in St. Petersburg were the dis-
missal of Matviyenko and the restora-
tion of gubernatorial elections that 
were abolished by then-President 
Vladimir Putin in 2005.

More than 50 anarchists, including 14 
minors, were approached by the police 
at the assembly point on Ligovsky Pros-
pekt and arrested without any reason 
given, they say. Videos uploaded on an-
archists’ web sites show them being 
dragged roughly into a police bus while 
trying to raise an anti-Nazi banner and 
shouting, “Down with the police state!”

The arrested activists were due to 
march as part of a column of leftist 
groups led by the Center for Workers’ 
Mutual Aid (TsVR), which had been 
authorized by City Hall. The other ac-
tivists in the column refused to march 
until the anarchists were released, and 
remained at the gathering point, pre-
venting columns of democrats and na-
tionalists from moving forward for 
some time.

In a report on the TsVR Livejour-
nal.com community, they said they 
stood on the spot for an hour and a half 

and left only when police threatened to 
disperse and arrest them.

According to Tatyana, an anarchist 
who did not wish her last name to ap-
pear in print, the arrested activists were 
charged with violating the regulations 
on holding public events and failing to 
obey police orders.

Later, seven more anarchists were 
arrested when they attempted to block 
the United Russia column — the largest 
group in the march, estimated by offi-
cials to number between 15,000 and 
20,000 supporters — on Nevsky Pros-

pekt. The police promptly dragged the 
anarchists away after they lay down on 
the ground and interlocked their arms. 
Later, two managed to escape from the 
police precinct they were taken to, while 
another two were sentenced to two and 
three days in prison, respectively.

Two years ago, more than 100 anar-
chists were arrested in a similar manner 
— despite having a permit from City 
Hall — before they started their May 
Day march, but last year they were al-
lowed to march on Nevsky Prospekt. 
They moved down the street in a close 

group wrapped in banners, with their 
arms interlocked to counteract possible 
arrests.

Commenting on the arrests on 100 
TV channel the same day, Matviyenko 
claimed that “every political party or 
group that was legal was allowed to 
march on Nevsky.”

Under the Soviets, people were asked 
to participate in marches to demonstrate 
their support for the state and the party 
either to obtain benefits or under mild 
threat. In modern Russia, the holiday has 
remained, though it has been renamed 

from International Workers’ Solidarity 
Day to Spring and Labor Day.

Although the ultranationalist Move-
ment Against Illegal Immigration 
(DPNI) was banned by Moscow City 
Court a week ahead of May Day, the 
nationalists had no problem in march-
ing in St. Petersburg on Sunday. City 
Hall had authorized their demo when 
they applied as private citizens.

In the same television interview, 
Matviyenko denied that nationalists 
had taken part in the rallies, despite the 
fact that they marched on Nevsky with 
“imperial” Russian flags and national-
ist banners.

LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual 
and Transgender) activists were not au-
thorized to take part in the marches by 
City Hall. They were invited to hold a 
standup meeting instead in a distant 
park, but late last week they were told 
that the site would be occupied by a 
different event. 

City Hall’s new suggestion for the 
LGBT group Ravnopraviye (Equality) 
was to hold a meeting outside the city, 
at a location described by an activist as 
a field between a forest and a lake.

Eventually, a small group of LGBT 
activists joined the democratic group 
featuring the Yabloko Democratic 
Party and Solidarity Democratic Move-
ment, marching with rainbow flags and 
posters.

One hundred and eighty activists of 
The Other Russia party, twelve mem-
bers of which are under criminal inves-
tigation for alleged extremism, 
marched with the banner “You Can’t 
Jail Everybody” and shouted slogans 
against Putin and Matviyenko. No one 
was arrested.

Anarchists Arrested Ahead of May Day Celebrations 
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Representatives of most political organizations were permitted to march, though gay activists were refused authorization. 

By Irina Titova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

More Russians want to have two chil-
dren in their families now than they 
did five years ago, a sociological sur-
vey carried out by the Public Opinion 
foundation has showed, Interfax re-
ported.

At least 41 percent of Russians 
want to have two children, 13 percent 
plan to have only one child, and 13 
percent dream of having three chil-
dren. Only five percent of Russian 
citizens would like to have four or 
more children.

Every fifth Russian, or 19 percent, 
said they did not plan to have children 
at all.

About 16 percent of people said 
they had doubts about starting a fam-
ily due to an unstable income. An-
other 15 percent could not afford to 
do so because bringing up a child en-
tails a lot of expense, 12 percent said 
they didn’t have a partner, and 11 per-
cent cited unsuitable living conditions 
as an obstacle.

About 10 percent said they could 
not have a second child because they 
simply didn’t have enough room at 
home.

The survey showed that during the 
last five years, the number of families 
with two children grew from 33 to 36 
percent. At least 30 percent of re-
spondents said they had one child, 
compared to 31 percent in 2006.  Eight 
percent said they had three children, 
a figure that remained unchanged 
from 2006. The number of families 
with four or more children had de-
creased from four to three percent, 
and the number of families who had 
no children decreased from 25 to 22 
percent.

The survey also showed that 81 per-
cent of Russians believe that the gov-
ernment should take extra measures to 
increase the birth rate in the country, 
including raising salaries (29 percent of 
respondents), providing better living 
conditions (27 percent), and introduc-
ing more privileges and payments for 
childcare.

More Russians Choose 
To Have Second Child 

By Irina Titova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

All Russian war veterans will be able 
to use the St. Petersburg metro system 
free of charge on May 8 and 9 during 
celebrations of the 66th anniversary of 
the country’s victory in World War II.

Metro rides will be free not only for 
the city’s veterans, but also for veterans 

from other regions of the country, the 
St. Petersburg Metropolitan company 
said. One person accompanying a vet-
eran will also be able to travel by metro 
for free.

To enter the metro free of charge, 
veterans will have to show docu-
ments proving that they served in the 
war.

Veterans to Ride Metro For 
Free on Victory Anniversary
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V E D O M O S T I

A former minority shareholder in the 
Yekaterinburg-based Betfor company, 
a maker of reinforced concrete units, 
has challenged a secondary share issue 
that allowed major developer LSR 
to consolidate 100 percent ownership 
of the company.

According to information made 
available on the web sites of the St. 
Petersburg and Leningrad Oblast Ar-
bitration courts, Betfor shareholder 
Viktor Nikitenko filed suit against 
LSR and the Kant company on April 
18.

LSR acquired 87 percent of the 
shares in Betfor from Nova Group 
for 57 million euros ($89 million) 
in April 2008, at 318 euros a share. 
In the fall of that year, LSR made 
a buyout offer to minority shareholders 
of the company, after it had raised its 
share, along with affiliated companies, 
to 88.05 percent.

In August 2009, Betfor issued 
1,054,126 preferred shares. LSR bought 
928,000 of them and Kant bought 

126,126, according to Nikitenko’s suit. 
Nikitenko’s share of the company’s 
charter capital was reduced from 0.1 
percent to 0.0001 percent by the share 
issue.

According to Nikitenko, that move 
was followed by a number of deals in-
volving LSR and Kant designed 
to raise LSR’s shareholding in Betfor 
to 95 percent, giving it the right 
to forcibly buy out minority share-
holders.

Nikitenko is demanding that 
the acquisition of shares by LSR 
and Kant in the secondary issue be 
voided.

LSR regional legal director in Yeka-
terinburg Dmitry Letyagin said 
the deals were legal and Kant is not af-
filiated with LSR. A company with 
the same name acquired 10 percent 
of the LSR-owned company Obyedi-
nenie 45 in 2007 and 10 percent of the 
Pobeda LSR company in 2008, how-
ever. The company was dissolved 
on March 31, according to Interfax-
SPARK.

LSR Faces Disgruntled 
Minority Shareholder

T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

A Georgian citizen has been arrested 
in St. Petersburg on suspicion of 
shooting a businessman to death in 
the center of the city in 2005, Interfax 
reported.

The suspect has been charged with 
robbing and murdering the business-
man, the Petersburg 
department of the In-
vestigative Committee 
reported on its web site 
Tuesday.

A criminal investi-
gation into the case 
was opened in Novem-
ber 2005, when the 
body of the deputy 
general  director of 
Vos tok- Inves t  was 
found in the courtyard of a building 
on Bolshaya Konyushennaya Ulitsa.

The investigation alleges that the 
murder was carried out by David 
Meladze, a 37-year-old citizen of Geor-
gia and member of an organized crime 
group. Meladze was on the police’s 
wanted persons list.

“On April 28, 2011, D. Meladze was 
detained and charged with conspiring 
with previously convicted Yerov and 
Belyakov to murder the victim with the 
aim of stealing the financial resources 
that he was carrying,” read a report on 
the web site of the Investigative Com-
mittee.

According to in-
vestigators, the per-
petrators attacked 
the businessman, 
who fought back. 
Meladze and uniden-
t i f ied individuals 
then killed the vic-
tim, shooting him 
eight times.

“The accomplices 
took money and pos-

sessions amounting to a total of 
30,000 rubles ($1,100), as well as 
Russky Standart, Delta Bank and 
Sberbank Rossii credit cards,” the re-
port said.

Meladze is being held on remand 
while the search for his accomplices 
continues, investigators reported.

Georgian Citizen Charged 
With Killing Businessman

Tank Found in Neva
■ ST. PETERSBURG (SPT) — A 
KV-1 tank, the remains of military per-
sonnel and more than 30 mines and 
shells dating from the time of World 
War II have been discovered by sol-
diers of the 90th special battalion of the 
western military district, Interfax re-
ported.

“Together with a group of amateur 
enthusiasts, soldiers discovered a KV-1 
tank that sank in the Neva River in the 
vicinity of Nevsky Pytachok in 1941. In 
the near future, divers will be taken to 
the bottom on reconnaissance missions, 
and a decision will be taken about the 
possible raising of the tank,” Colonel 
Vladimir Mansurov, the battalion’s 
commander, told Interfax.

“Since the beginning of this year’s 
search operations, the remains of 18 
Soviet soldiers and one German soldier 
killed during World War II have been 
discovered, along with more than 30 
mines and shells,” Interfax cited Man-
surov as saying.

The colonel also announced that on 
May 6, the 90th battalion, together with 
amateur search organizations, will hold 
a reburial ceremony for 535 fallen ser-
vicemen at Sinyavsky Heights.

“During the five years of its exis-
tence, the battalion has found and re-
buried with full honors the remains of 
5,417 soldiers, and found and disposed 
of about 6,000 explosive devices, not 
counting rifle rounds, and about 200 
small arms,” Mansurov said.

The KV-1 is a Soviet tank first pro-
duced in 1940. They were used in the Win-
ter War with Finland and in World War II. 

Man Drowns in Lake
■ ST. PETERSBURG (SPT)— A fish-
erman drowned after a motorboat car-
rying four St. Petersburg residents cap-
sized on Lake Ladoga, Interfax reported.

According to sources, the motor-
boat capsized near the shore, not far 
from the village of Tiurula in Karelia, 
and the fishermen attempted to swim 
to dry land.

Three were able to reach the shore 
on their own, but their 50-year-old 
companion reportedly drowned just 
five meters from the shore. His com-
panions dragged him ashore, but he 
was already dead.

The survivors’ cell phones were not 
functioning, and they spent the night 
on the shore. In the morning, passing 

fishermen noticed them and summoned 
help, Interfax reported. 

The body of the deceased Peters-
burger was taken to the city of Sortav-
ala for examination. According to pre-
liminary information, the cause of 
death was hypothermia. Lake Ladoga’s 
water temperature is currently below 
three degrees Celsius.

Dogs Roam Hospital
■ ST. PETERSBURG (SPT) — 
Groups of stray dogs are roaming the 
city’s Botkin Hospital and attacking peo-
ple, Fontanka reported this week. On 
Monday, the dogs bit a young woman 
walking in the territory of the hospital.

Spetstrans, the service in charge of 
checking stray animals, said all the dogs 
had had vaccinations and identification 
chips, but the service does not have the 
right to put the animals down or trans-
port them to other places.

It is believed that the dogs have set-
tled in the area because some of the 
hospital’s personnel feed them. There 
had been no previous reports of the 
animals biting people before.

The number of dogs in the area may 
reach up to 20, Fontanka reported.

I N  B R I E F

T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Legendary mathe-
matician Grigory Perelman, a noto-
rious recluse, explained in a one-off 
interview why he has rejected a $1 
million cash prize for solving a cen-
tury-old mathematical problem.

His research is too interesting 
due to its vast implications — both 
practical and philosophical — 
to spend time on other matters, 
Perelman said in an interview pub-
lished Thursday in Komsomolskaya 
Pravda.

Applications for his studies 
range from space industry and nan-
otechnologies to social sciences 
and fundamental questions about 
the nature of the universe, Perel-
man said.

“I know how to control the uni-
verse. Tell me, why would I need 
to chase a million [dollars]?” he 
said.

Perelman, 44, was awarded 
the cash by the Clay Mathematics In-
stitute in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
in March for proving a theorem 
known as the Poincare conjecture, 
but turned down the award, saying 
the institute ignored the equally im-
portant input of another mathemati-
cian, Richard Hamilton.

Perelman, who lives with his 
mother in a rundown apartment 
in St. Petersburg, had not given any 
interviews, but broke his silence 
for a producer of the Moscow-based 
movie company President Film, Al-
exander Zabrovsky, who is planning 
to shoot a documentary about 
the world’s leading mathematicians.

Perelman also blamed the bad 
manners of journalists, not an aver-
sion to publicity, as the reason why 
he has stayed away from the media. 

He cited the popular habit of short-
ening his first name to an uncere-
monious “Grisha” in publications 
as an example of their disrespect.

Zabrovsky described the mathe-
matician as “a sensible man” with no 
trace of eccentricity in his own inter-
view to Komsomolskaya Pravda.

The Man Who Refused $1M
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An undated photo of Perelman, who solved a century-old math problem. 

T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

Two of the city’s cultural heritage ex-
perts have asked the Russian Culture 
Ministry to save St. Petersburg’s his-
toric Summer Garden from innova-
tions, Fontanka reported.

Alexander Margolis and Mikhail 
Milchik wrote to Culture Minister Al-
exander Avdeyev, saying that while it 
was too late to save the southern part 
of the garden from alterations, the 
northern part could still be protected.

The experts said the recent renova-
tion work in the park bore more resem-

blance to destruction or reconstruction.
The Russian State Museum, of 

which the Summer Garden constitutes 
a part, said the work was being carried 
out successfully and the garden would 
reopen in May 2012.

Vladimir Bazhenov, deputy head of 
the Russian Museum’s department for 
reconstruction and repair, said they 
were creating “a combination of what 
the garden looked like before and what 
the specialists had proposed.”

The restoration of the Summer Gar-
den began in 2008.

Experts Worry About Summer Garden
An article titled “21st-Century 
Offices: The Third Way” pub-
lished in the Corporate Cul-
ture pullout on April 27 incor-
rectly stated that prices for al-
ternative offices vary from 
about $3,500 per month per 
work area in the outskirts to 
$7,900 in the city center. The 
figures were in fact the prices 
in rubles, not in dollars. We 
apologize for any confusion 
caused.

C O R R E C T I O N

РЕКЛАМА

The businessman 
was found dead 
in a courtyard in 
the historic 
center of the city. 
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By Alexander Bratersky
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — The Federal Se-
curity Service has collected per-
sonal data on people who do-
nated to whistleblower Alexei 
Navalny, and the information 
was later leaked to third parties, 
including possibly a pro-Kremlin 
youth movement, bloggers said.

Yandex confirmed on April 2 
that the FSB had requested in-
formation on people who used 
its web money system to donate 
to Navalny’s Rospil.info project, 
an online watchdog monitoring 
murky state tenders.

A company spokeswoman 
told The St. Petersburg Times 
that Yandex was obliged to com-
ply by law.

Neither the company nor 
the FSB explained why the data 
were collected.

But at least three bloggers re-
ported that they had received 
cell phone inquiries about their 
ties to Rospil.info, and the caller 
had cited confidential informa-
tion about their Yandex.Money 
payments.

The caller’s cell phone number 
is listed on the Vkontakte.ru page 
of Yulia Dikhtyar, a Voronezh-
based member of the pro-Krem-
lin youth movement Nashi, wrote 
a LiveJournal blogger identified 
as Nykolaich.

The blogger, who said he was 
one of those asked about his do-
nation, posted a screenshot 
of Dikhtyar’s page on the popu-
lar social networking site.

The number was out of ser-
vice Monday.

The three bloggers said 
the caller, who identified herself 
as Yulia Ivashova, had posed as 
a journalist and asked why they 
had donated to Navalny. Each 
time, the caller said she repre-
sented a different regional media 
outlet.

The caller knew details about 
the personal Yandex.Money ac-
counts and the transactions, 
the bloggers said. Prominent In-
ternet expert Anton Nosik wrote 
in his blog Monday that the data 
“couldn’t have been legally ob-
tained by third parties.”

Navalny confirmed that data 
on contributors had been leaked 
to third parties and said he be-
lieved that the FSB has handed 
over the information to Nashi.

“Instead of conducting inves-
tigations into corrupt officials 
exposed by our work they have 
collected information on our do-
nors,” Navalny said by tele-
phone.

“I could have understood if 
they just collected the informa-
tion for themselves, but sharing 
it with Nashi passes all boundar-
ies,” Navalny said.

He sa id  he  would  ask 
the Prosecutor General’s Office 
to open a check into the leak.

Nashi, which has a history 
of harassing critics of the author-
ities, has not commented on the 
allegations. 

Navalny 
Donors 
Fret Over  
Leaked Info

By Nabi Abdullaev
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Vladimir Putin was 
the first international leader to call 
George W. Bush after the terrorist at-
tacks on Sept. 11, 2001.

Now President Barack Obama has 
returned the favor, notifying the Krem-
lin that U.S. forces killed 9/11 master-
mind Osama bin Laden before making 
the public announcement.

“We appreciate it that the Russian au-
thorities were sufficiently informed be-
fore the official statement by U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama,” the Foreign Minis-
try said Monday in a brief statement.

The ministry did not elaborate 
on the U.S. tip-off, and the Kremlin 
made no comment about it in a sepa-
rate statement, where it pledged to ex-
pand cooperation with the United 
States in the fight against terrorism.

Russian officials have made numer-
ous claims about al-Qaida’s involve-
ment in the insurgency in the North 
Caucasus, and the man tipped as bin 
Laden’s likely successor even spent sev-
eral months in a Dagestani prison in the 
1990s. But, security experts said Mon-
day, the link between al-Qaida and the 
North Caucasus is largely symbolic, 
and bin Laden’s death will have little 
impact on the Russian insurgency.

Obama announced just before mid-
night Sunday in Washington that bin 
Laden had been killed by U.S. forces 
in a special operation outside the Paki-
stani city of Islamabad. The manhunt 
had lasted for nearly a decade after bin 
Laden claimed responsibility for the 
9/11 attacks. Despite the late hour, thou-
sands of people converged on the White 
House and took to the streets in major 
U.S. cities to celebrate the news.

“The Kremlin welcomes the serious 
success achieved by the United States 
in the fight against international terror-
ism,” the Kremlin said. “Russia … re-
gretfully knows what al-Qaida is 
from experience.”

The Kremlin statement said that only 
unified efforts could fight global terror-
ism successfully and pledged to expand 
cooperation toward that end — a prom-
ise similar to one made by then-Presi-
dent Putin when he called then-Presi-
dent Bush shortly after the 9/11 attacks. 
The phone call marked a turning point 
in U.S.-Russian relations at the time.

In its statement Monday, the For-
eign Ministry likened bin Laden to slain 

Chechen warlord Shamil Basayev 
and the U.S. anti-terrorism operations 
in Pakistan to Russian security services’ 
own operations in the North Caucasus, 
where, it said, a hunt continues for al-
Qaida emissaries.

Konstantin Kosachyov, chairman 
of the State Duma’s International Af-
fairs Committee, said Monday that bin 
Laden had been involved in attacks 
on Russian soil. “We have grounds 
to believe that Osama bin Laden was 
involved in several terrorist attacks 
that took place in our country,” the se-
nior United Russia lawmaker said, 
without elaborating, in a statement 
published on United Russia’s web site.

Kosachyov also warned that bin Lad-
en’s death might spur a series of retalia-
tion attacks by international terrorists.

Moscow police boosted security 
around the U.S. Embassy on Monday.

North Caucasus insurgents have 
several times attacked public venues 
in Moscow, but they’ve never specifi-
cally targeted U.S. or other foreign 
buildings here. Only one U.S. citizen 
has died at the hands of Chechen reb-
els — during the 2002 Nord-Ost hos-
tage siege in a Moscow theater.

Interestingly, it was after the Nord-

Ost drama that bin Laden for the first 
and only time spoke of North Caucasus 
rebels in one of his many public ad-
dresses, describing them as victims 
of Russian aggression and a group 
in need of assistance.

The first known links between bin 
Laden and the North Caucasus conflict 
date back to 1995, when bin Laden of-
fered $1,500 toward a Kalashnikov as-
sault rifle and travel expenses for each 
volunteer ready to fight in Chechnya, 
a Sudanese defector from al-Qaida told 
a U.S. court in 2001.

Curiously, bin Laden was often 
filmed and photographed with a Ka-
lashnikov in his hands or within reach. 
He claimed that the Kalashnikov be-
longed to a Russian soldier that he had 
killed while fighting the Soviet army 
in Afghanistan in the 1980s.

In late 1996, al-Qaida’s No. 2 and the 
most probable successor of bin Laden, 
Egyptian Ayman al Zawahiri, traveled 
to the North Caucasus in search of a 
new home for the terrorist organization 
after it was expelled from Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia. He was arrested 
in Dagestan for illegally crossing 
the border and spent several months 
in a local prison before being expelled. 

After that, al-Qaida made Afghanistan 
its base of operations.

Following the 9/11 attacks, several 
reports surfaced that two of the plane 
hijackers had fought in Chechnya and a 
third had told friends prior to the attacks 
that he was going to train in an al-Qaida 
camp in Chechnya or Afghanistan.

Several al-Qaida operatives ar-
rested over the past decade, including 
suspects nabbed in London in 2003 
for trying to produce the powerful poi-
son ricin in their apartment, either 
fought or trained in Chechnya or Geor-
gia’s Pankisi Gorge, which is predomi-
nantly inhabited by ethnic Chechens.

Any foreign insurgent killed by the 
police or security services in the North 
Caucasus — including most recently 
on April 21 in Chechnya — is automat-
ically labeled as an al-Qaida represen-
tative by Russian officials.

Still, not a single Chechen has ever 
been arrested outside Russia for in-
volvement in al-Qaida. The few Russian 
citizens arrested by coalition forces 
in Afghanistan and then jailed in the 
Guantanamo prison comprised natives 
of Tatarstan, Bashkortostan and Kabar-
dino-Balkaria. All were later sent back 
to Russia, where they were released.

Kremlin Given Tip on Bin Laden’s Death

AP 

This image made from video broadcast on Oct. 7, 2001, shows Osama bin Laden at an undisclosed location. 

By Natalya Krainova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Motorists may be spared 
the notoriously cumbersome and cor-
ruption-ridden procedure of manda-
tory car inspections, with President 
Dmitry Medvedev suggesting that 
the practice be abolished.

The proposal, which promises 
to win the Kremlin the support of mil-
lions of car owners, follows a wave 
of complaints over changes in inspec-
tion rules. Disgruntled car owners have 
complained in recent months that they 
have spent days waiting in line at in-
spection checkpoints in Moscow.

The lines appeared after traffic po-
lice stepped up an anti-corruption cam-
paign linked to the Kremlin’s sweeping 
police reform in March. Illegally pass-
ing the inspection became impossible, 
but it turned out that the city police was 
unequipped and understaffed to prop-
erly handle all motorists in need of the 
check, which has to be passed every one 
or two years, depending on the age 
of the car, Novaya Gazeta reported.

Medvedev called the certificate ob-
tained during the car inspection “a 
worthless slip of paper” because new 

cars did not need it and owners of old 
“screw nut buckets” could purchase it 
illegally, the Kremlin web site said 
Thursday.

He later gave the government until 
July to draft proposals to simplify or 
cancel the car checks, the Kremlin web 
site said Saturday.

Mayor Sergei Sobyanin echoed 
the president Friday, sacking a top of-
ficial in charge of car inspections, RIA-
Novosti reported. He also ordered pro-
posals on how to “improve” the inspec-
tions to be presented within two days.

The sacked official, Igor Klimakov, 
allowed his subordinates to turn the in-
spections into a “feed trough” by “uni-
formly taking bribes,” Sobyanin said.

City prosecutors hurried to open 
a check into traffic police procedures 
for car inspections, acting on “multiple 
media reports about violations of peo-
ple’s rights during technical inspec-
tions,” a spokeswoman for the Prose-
cutor General’s Office told RIA-No-
vosti on Friday.

There are 4.9 million cars in Mos-
cow, an increase of 240,000 vehicles 
over the last year, city traffic police 
chief Alexander Ilyin said Thursday.

President Offers Drivers Hope
РЕКЛАМА



By Natalya Krainova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — The Audit Chamber has 
threatened to sue liberal activist Ma-
rina Litvinovich for implicating its head 
and his family in a report on govern-
ment corruption.

But Litvinovich stuck to her find-
ings, saying she relied on various media 
reports that had never been challenged 
in court — implying that they were 
true.

Her report, posted on April 22 
on the web site Election2012.ru, is 
titled “Power of Families. The Gov-
ernment. Part 1.” It targets the fami-
lies of 18 senior officials, including 
Audit Chamber head Sergei Stepa-
shin.

The report, which took three 
months to produce and had five co-au-
thors, never directly accuses anyone 
of corruption but claims that officials 
along with friends and families “are 
controlling cash flows that go from the 
state budget to private, mainly off-
shore, coffers.”

As for Stepashin, his family is in-
volved in businesses that have bene-
fited from the activities of the Audit 
Chamber, the report says.

One example i t  g ives  is  this 
year’s acquisition of Bank of Mos-
cow by VTB, where Stepashin’s 
wife, Tamara, is a senior vice presi-
dent .  I t  says  Bank of  Moscow, 
which tried to fight off the merger, 
faced a check by the Audit Cham-
ber last year.

Stepashin’s son Viktor allegedly re-
ceived a stake in unspecified Cyprus-
based companies affiliated with East 
Line group, which owns Moscow’s Do-
modedovo Airport. The report says he 
acquired the stake after the Audit 
Chamber opened a check into East 
Line in 2001.

It also says a longtime associate 
of Tamara Stepashina, Moscow Met-
rostroi head Vladimir Kogan, had 
a business dispute with former Mos-

cow metro chief Dmitry Gayev 
in 2010. Gayev was fired in February 
and is under investigation following 
a check by the Audit Chamber.

Another bank linked to Tamara 
Stepashina, Promstroibank, received 
cut-rate leases on three buildings 
on Ulitsa Bolshaya Lubyanka in down-
town Moscow in 1999, when her hus-
band became prime minister, the report 
says.

The Audit Chamber admitted in a 
statement Tuesday that Stepashin’s 
family members have business interests 
but denied nepotism.

Audit Chamber Lashes Out 
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By Alexandra Odynova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — An ultranationalist cou-
ple was convicted Thursday of gunning 
down a rights lawyer and a journalist, 
the verdict ending a court process 
fraught with accusations of publicity 
manipulations.

Nationalist sympathizers presented 
the couple as a patriotic version of 
Bonnie and Clyde, but the two pleaded 
not guilty of gunning down rights law-
yer Stanislav Markelov and Novaya 
Gazeta freelance reporter Anastasia 
Baburova in downtown Moscow in 
January 2009.

The prosecution said the murders 
were carried out by Nikita Tikhonov, 
30 — Markelov was killed for repre-
senting victims of nationalists, while 
Baburova was shot dead when she tried 
to stop the killer.

Tikhonov’s girlfriend Yevgenia Kha-
sis, 25, was accused of aiding Markel-
ov’s murder. The couple, which had 
been on the run until their arrest in No-
vember 2009, was also charged with il-
legal firearms possession and docu-
ment forgery.

The first version of the verdict was 
rejected by the judge as “unclear,” with 
the jury ordered late Thursday to re-
write it, Interfax reported. The second 
version, announced later Thursday, con-
victed Tikhonov of both murders and 
Khasis of aiding the killing, and added, 
without elaborating, that they could 
have had “unidentified accomplices.”

Tikhonov and Khasis have repeat-
edly pleaded not guilty to murder — 
and have even attempted suicide 
to prove their integrity, slashing their 
veins before the Wednesday hearing.

Doctors found their injuries not life-
threatening, and the two were brought 
to deliver their last statement before 

the Moscow City Court sporting ban-
dages on their forearms and, in Tik-
honov’s case, neck. A lawyer for the 
victims’ families, Vladimir Zhereben-
kov, told RAPSI that the suspects only 
intended to impress the jury, not to take 
their lives.

This is not the first time they have 
been accused of publicity stunts. 
The couple requested a license to marry 
in prison ahead of the trial’s start last 
year, but were refused, with media say-
ing the investigator saw it as an attempt 
to get on the jury’s soft side.

“I’m no innocent sheep,” Tikhonov 
said Wednesday, Interfax reported. “I 
was selling weapons and used forged 
documents, but I didn’t kill Markelov 
and Baburova.”

Khasis also said in her final state-
ment that she and Tikhonov were in-
nocent and called the case against them 
fabrication by law enforcement agen-
cies who went looking for scapegoats 
after failing to find the real murderers 
in a high-profile case.

At the same time she implicated 
security services in Markelov’s mur-

der, saying he often confronted law 
enforcement officers in the North 
Caucasus, defending victims of their 
abuse.

The couple never denied nationalist 
views, with Khasis maintaining in her 
brief autobiography that she was 
an ethnic Russian despite her unusual-
sounding name. But both said they did 
not support patriotic violence.

In her biography, written in deten-
tion and released online, Khasis said 
she never managed to get into college 
because she had to cater to her gravely 

ill mother since the age of 14. She was 
a sales manager at the time of arrest.

Tikhonov, son of a former intelli-
gence officer, is a graduate of the pres-
tigious Moscow State University. He 
has worked as a journalist and political 
speechwriter, but was unemployed 
at the time of arrest, which he claimed 
was the sole reason he dabbled in ille-
gal weapons trading.

The charges against the two were 
based on testimonies from their friends 
from nationalist groups, including 
Blood and Honor and Russky Obraz. 
The head of Russky Obraz, Ilya Gory-
achev, a key witness for the prosecu-
tion, fled to Germany during the trial 
and attempted to retract his testimony, 
saying he was pressured into it, but his 
claims were dismissed by the judge 
on the grounds that he was not present 
in the courtroom to voice his stance.

Khasis was not the only one to speak 
of meddling with the trial. A former ju-
ror in the process told Moskovsky 
Komsomolets earlier this month that 
the jury faced pressure to convict Tik-
honov and Khasis.

At least two jurors have been con-
stantly smearing the suspects and in-
sisting that they are guilty, and at-
tempted to impose this stance on the 
rest of the jury, Anna Dobrachyova, 
who voluntarily resigned from the case, 
told the daily.

She did not identify them by full 
names, but said one of the two, a pro-
fessional psychologist, has been “delib-
erately brainwashing” the jurors.

The other juror regularly read out 
to them media reports on the trial, 
which was a direct violation of trial 
procedures, but went ignored by the 
judge.

Court officials have not commented 
on the accusations.

Court Convicts ‘Patriotic Bonnie and Clyde’

IGOR TABAKOV / SPT 

A young mourner lays flowers at a memorial for Stanislav Markelov and Anastasia Baburova following their murder in 2009.
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By Alexander Bratersky
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Prosecutor General 
Yury Chaika vigorously defended his 
record on April 27, as his tenure 
nears an end amid a turf war that has 
engulfed his own son.

Chaika told the Federation Coun-
cil that his office was not engaged 
in a power struggle with the Investi-
gative Committee and, seemingly 
contradicting himself moments later, 
asked for more power to control 
the actions of investigators.

“We don’t have any smear cam-
paign with the Investigative Commit-
tee,” Chaika said in an annual speech 
to senators. “We have had some dif-
ficulties because of a lack of a clear 
balance of responsibilities, but they 
are being resolved since we work 
for a common cause.”

Chaika needs the Federation 
Council’s approval to remain in of-
fice once his term ends in June.

President Dmitry Medvedev, who 
will need to sign off on the Federa-
tion Council’s decision, has been em-
barrassed after a dispute between 
prosecutors and investigators, whose 
activities were split into two indepen-
dent agencies a month earlier, hit 
the public spotlight.

At the center of the dispute is 
a criminal case into an illegal gam-
bling ring in the Moscow region that 
the Investigative Committee says 
had the support of local prosecutors. 
Chaika has said he personally re-
viewed case documents provided 
by investigators, but his office has re-
fused to bring charges against Mos-
cow region prosecutors, although 
several were ultimately dismissed.

“This is not about defending one’s 
honor and pride,” Chaika said 
Wednesday, RIA-Novosti reported. 
“That would be completely out of the 
question.”

But Chaika’s own reputation was 
put in jeopardy after the Investigative 
Committee said in late March that it 
wanted to question his son, Artyom, 
in connection with the gambling case. 
People working for Artyom Chaika 
are suspected of acting as middlemen 
between prosecutors and the gambling 
ring’s owners, Kommersant said March 
30. Artyom Chaika, 35, has pursued 
multiple business interests, co-found-
ing two law firms, a now-defunct 
wholesaler and an equestrian club.

Chaika requested a meeting with 
Medvedev after his son was impli-
cated in the case, and Medvedev cau-
tioned him and Investigative Com-
mittee chief Alexander Bastrykin 
to keep their squabble out of the pub-
lic eye, Kommersant said April 1.

In his speech, Chaika did not men-
tion his son, but, referring to the pros-
ecutors implicated in the case, he 
said, “Some feel nervous when their 
children or family are involved.”

He also criticized an amendment 
backed by Bastrykin that would al-
low the Investigative Committee 
to file a complaint if prosecutors 
closed a case submitted by investiga-
tors. His office lost its right to open 
investigations in January when 
the Investigative Committee was 
spun off into an independent agency.

“I am strictly against this. I be-
lieve that investigators have too 
much power anyway,” Chaika said.

He said prosecutors should have 
control over investigators. “It is 
the prosecutor who should control 
the process of a criminal investiga-
tion,” he said.

Chaika’s plea fell flat with State 
Duma Deputy Mikhail Grishankov, 
who said in a telephone interview that 
such a change would make the prosecu-
tor general an “untouchable figure.”

Grishankov, a United Russia 
member of the Duma’s Security 

Committee, also said independent 
prosecutors were needed to press 
charges against crimes committed 
by prosecutors.

Chaika, meanwhile, complained 
that prosecutors faced difficulties 
checking the income declarations 
of government officials because of a 
lack of legislation giving them pow-
ers to access information about bank 
accounts and other assets.

“If we want to create order, these 
measures should be given to the 
prosecutors by law,” Chaika said.

Medvedev ordered officials 
and their families to release annual 
income declarations as part of his 
drive against corruption, and he put 
the prosecutor’s office in charge 
of checking their accuracy. Only one 
person, a relatively low-ranking mil-
itary officer, has lost his job over 
an income declaration in the three 
years since the initiative was intro-
duced.

Grishankov, the Duma deputy, 
said Chaika missed an opportunity 
to say he supported Russia’s adoption 
of Article 20 of the United Nations 
anti-corruption convention, which 
makes it a criminal offense for an of-
ficial to obtain wealth whose origins 
cannot be explained. “This would be 
more effective,” Grishankov said.

Prosecutor General’s Office 
spokesman Viktor Potapov told Fi-
nam radio that 6,000 government of-
ficials have faced disciplinary action 
over the past year, and 40,000 viola-
tions were uncovered, half of them 
connected to municipal officials.

Alexei Mukhin, a political analyst 
with the Center for Political Infor-
mation, said Chaika was trying 
to convince Medvedev to reappoint 
him. “But despite his efforts, his 
statements about a constructive rela-
tionship with the Investigative Com-
mittee aren’t credible,” he said. 

Chaika Defends Prosecution Record
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By Irina Titova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

Efficient Internet marketing, highly 
qualified personal and an effective 
economy are the key factors for the 
successful development of the hotel in-
dustry, hotel experts said at the 39th 
general assembly of the European Ho-
tel Managers Association (EHMA) in 
St. Petersburg last week.

The EHMA assembly, which gath-
ered 450 of the most influential repre-
sentatives of at least 350 leading Euro-
pean hotels from 28 European coun-
tries at the city’s Grand Hotel Europe, 
met to discuss the trends and problems 
of the hotel and tourism business in the 
post-crisis period.

Participants in the meeting, which 
was held in Russia for the first time, 
agreed that the Internet and social net-
works had become one of the major 
instruments for the world’s tourism and 
hotel business in recent years, and con-
cluded that the future of tourism mar-
keting belongs to new technologies. 

“Surveys show that up to 80 percent 
of people look for information on the 
Internet when planning a trip. About 
40 percent of people also gather tour 
information from their friends on Fa-
cebook or other social networks,” Ser-
gei Korneyev, head of the Russian 
Tourism Industry Union, said at a press 
conference dedicated to the meeting. 

“We can say that the Internet has 
completely changed tourism market-
ing, and we should do our best to use 
those tools for our work,” Korneyev 
said.

Pieter Bierwirth, President of the 
EHMA, also said that computers, the 
Internet and modern technologies em-
body a new stage in the hotel industry 

development, and compared them to 
the appearance of automobiles and 
planes.

In addition to Internet marketing, 
the other top priorities for the success-
ful development of Russia and St. Pe-
tersburg’s tourism and hotel business 
in the post-crisis period will be high 
quality service, an effective economy 
and qualified personal, Korneyev 
said. 

“These factors seem to be the most 
important ones, at least for the local 
hotel business today,” he said.

Korneyev said Russia’s hotel indus-
try, which is undergoing a boom in the 
construction of new hotels, “needs to 
take care of providing more well-trained 
personnel for those new hotels.”

“In recent years, St. Petersburg, for 
instance, got many new hotels, new ho-
tel chains; the competition grew. But 
we need to think about how to provide 
all those hotels with highly qualified 
staff,” he said.

Korneyev said the tourism industry 
was coming out of recession faster than 
many other fields, and had grown by 7 
percent in 2010. 

“However, in this situation our main 
task is not to give way on quality and 
economic effectiveness. We hope to 
learn a lot about those aspects from our 
international colleagues at the [EHMA] 
meeting,” he said.

Bierwirth said that although the ho-
tel industry was highly dependent on 
the political and economic situation, 
and could not therefore solve every 
problem on its own, it still should be 
able to take certain effective anti-crisis 
measures.

In general, “the key to a hotel’s suc-
cess includes three major components: 

The product, the price and good mar-
keting,” Bierwirth said.

“Another important factor is get-
ting the right people to work at the 
right place,” Bierwirth said.

Bierwirth said the global crisis had 
affected the hotel industry in different 
countries to varying extents.

“For instance, in countries and cit-
ies that offer both leisure and business 
tourism, hotels suffered less during 
the slump in the economy. At the 
same time, countries located a little 
outside the center of Europe, like 
Portugal, also suffered more,” Bier-
wirth said.

“In fact, there are good aspects in 
any crisis, because it makes you think 
how to improve,” he said.

Michel Fernet, first vice president 
of the EHMA, said hotels should al-
ways be ready to react quickly to any 
challenges.

“For instance, a key issue for many 
hotels in today’s restless times is secu-
rity. When in India, there were bomb-
ings in hotels, they stationed more po-
lice there and tourists came back,” 
Fernet said.

Bierwirth said the EHMA delega-
tion, which was meeting for the first 
time in a non-EU country, “was amazed 
to see the local development” of the 
hotel industry.

“Russia is obviously ready for a big 
leap forward,” Bierwirth said.

EHMA was founded in Rome in 
1974 as a non-commercial association 
that unites professional managers of 
top-class hotels.  Its members stated 
aim is to strive to improve the quality 
of service and to promote Europe as a 
tourism destination. The association 
includes eight Russian members.

Hotel Experts Say Internet, Economy Key

By Shura Collinson 
and Irina Titova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

There are currently 48 industrial 
zones in St. Petersburg, covering a to-
tal of 10,500 hectares — land that is 
ripe for developing into mixed-use 
projects, according to one local real 
estate consultant.

St. Petersburg is a suitable place for 
the development of mixed-use projects, 
says Kyle Patching, business develop-
ment director at Maris CB Richard El-
lis consulting company, because indus-
trial zones are being moved out of the 
city center to its outskirts, leaving doz-
ens of industrial premises — often in 
prime locations — that could be turned 
into complexes containing both resi-
dential and commercial real estate, as 
well as educational centers, retail space 
and entertainment facilities.

Such a trend on the local develop-
ment market would, however, be 
greatly dependent on the support of the 
local authorities, including the simplifi-
cation of construction permit proce-
dures, provision of favorable tax rates 
and sale of industrial sites at discounted 
prices, Patching said at a presentation 
of the mixed-use concept last week. 

City Hall would also have to amend 
current legislation to simplify the pro-
cedure for reclassifying land plots and 
buildings from one category into an-
other, for example, from industrial to 
residential, and guarantee the con-
struction of transport infrastructure 
and services. 

In exchange, Patching said, City 
Hall would see the creation of new 
complexes, new jobs and increased tax 
payments to the city budget.

The developers of such projects 
would in turn have to guarantee the res-
toration of cultural heritage sites and the 
creation of non-commercial and social 
premises where necessary, he said. 

Patching, a native of Canada, drew 
on foreign projects as examples of suc-
cessful mixed-use complexes, but 
added that the experience of interna-
tional architects would have to be 
“Russified” by working with Russian 
partners to make it appropriate and ef-
fective on the local market.

Mixed-use projects often incorpo-
rate social programs, such as kinder-
gartens, schools and colleges, econo-
my-class housing and social housing for 
students, young families, pensioners 
and former residents of communal 
apartments. 

The construction of mixed-use proj-
ects would also ease one of the city’s 
most pressing problems, according to 

Patching — its traffic jams. 
“With the appearance of mixed-use 

complexes, there will no longer be any 
need to drive to work or to a store at 
the other end of the city, so the traffic 
on the city’s roads will be considerably 
lighter,” he said, while admitting that 
such initiatives require investment in 
infrastructure and a well thought 
through approach to prevent misjudge-
ments in selecting the function of such 
complexes and in their adaptation. 

Olesya Ruslyakova, a representative 
of the public-private-partnerships de-
partment of City Hall’s Committee for 
Investment and Strategic Projects, said 
at the meeting last week that the admin-
istration was in theory interested in such 
projects, but that the developer would 
have to take responsibility for managing 
the complexes for 10 years after their 
completion to ensure that construction 
work was carried out properly. 

Mixed-use development projects on 
industrial sites have not had much luck 
so far in St. Petersburg.

Irina Anisimova, real estate devel-
opment director at Sestra River Devel-
opments, the company in charge of the 
construction of the Petrovsky Arsenal 
mixed-use complex, said the project 
was being delayed due to difficulties in 
obtaining permits.

“Our main difficulty is getting ap-
proval for architectural views of our 
project from St. Petersburg’s chief ar-
chitect,” she said.

Anisimova said the complex, to be 
built on the territory of an old weapons 
and tools factory located in the center 
of St. Petersburg’s resort suburb of Ses-
troretsk, would comprise 20 buildings 
that will combine both residential and 
commercial functions. However, the 
city’s chief architect has repeatedly de-
layed approval for the construction of a 
20-story residential building to be lo-
cated outside the area.

“We don’t know the exact reasons 
for the delay, which is dragging on for a 
second year now. However, it is pre-
venting us from providing the project 
design documents for official state 
analysis and from beginning construc-
tion,” she said.

Anisimova said the company’s ef-
forts to obtain all the permits and docu-
ments legally had already made the 
project’s development take much lon-
ger than they had expected, adding that 
the project’s investors were dissatisfied 
with the situation.

So far, the American investors in 
the project have already invested $42 
million. Ultimately, the project will see 
$350 million in investment, she said.

Industrial Land Ripe 
For Redevelopment

ADVERTISING
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A map of St. Petersburg showing the city’s 10,500 hectares of industrial zones.
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By Roland Oliphant 
and Olga Razumovskaya
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MOSCOW — The government 
banned exports of refined petro-
leum products on April 28, as 
the country grapples with fuel short-
ages in several regions.

“I think that in May we must sat-
isfy our own demand with the help 
of export cutbacks. As of today we 
have made an agreement that oil 
companies will deliver all volumes 
[of gasoline] to the domestic mar-
ket,” Deputy Energy Minister Ser-
gei Kudryashov said at an emer-
gency meeting with oil companies.

The Energy Ministry and several 
major oil firms agreed at the meet-
ing to “completely halt” exports 
of refined oil products in May.

Gasoline prices are not likely 
to increase by more than 5 percent 
in the medium term, Kudryashov 
told journalists after the meeting.

Russia exported only about three 
million tons of refined oil products 
in 2010 — a fraction of total oil 
and gas exports, which are mostly 
made up of unrefined products.

Officials have reported scenes 
of “panic” at filling stations in the 
Tomsk, Belgorod and Voronezh re-
gions in western Russia, which have 
been hardest hit by gasoline shortages.

Kudryashov said the Belgorod 
region is the worst hit. Officials 
from the region revealed Thursday 
that Rosneft had temporarily im-
posed fuel rationing at its stations 
in April, limiting sales of gasoline 
to 20 liters per vehicle.

Shortages have been building since 
Prime Minister Putin told oil firms 
in February to restrain retail prices. 
The situation came to a head last 
weekend, when almost all indepen-
dently owned gas stations in the Altai 
region, on the border with Kazakh-
stan and Mongolia, ran out of fuel.

The Energy Ministry said in a 
statement Thursday that supplies 
had been restored in the Altai re-
gion, but shortages have also been 
felt in Lipetsk, Kemerovo and Tula, 
where supplies of high-octane gaso-
line are down to three to five days, 
the ministry said.

Other affected regions include 
Novosibirsk and Sakhalin. Interfax 
reported that some fuel blends had 
begun to run out in Smolensk 
on Thursday.

Oil companies have blamed 
the shortages on government sup-

port for car sales, which resulted 
in a boom of 1.91 million units sold 
in 2010, up 30 percent on 2009, and a 
simultaneous policy of suppressing 
gasoline retail prices.

LUKoil vice president Leonid 
Fedun said in comments posted 
on the company’s web site Wednes-
day that the “stocks have been 
eroded not because of exports, but 
because of high demand.”

He said the government’s success-
ful cash-for-clunkers program — in-
troduced to help the auto industry 
recover from a 50 percent crash 
in sales in 2009 — “threw millions 
of cars onto the market that want 
gasoline.”

But Kudryashov said at a Cabi-
net meeting attended by Prime 
Minister Vladimir Putin on Thurs-
day that the export of high-octane 
gasoline had gone up 67 percent, 
causing the deficit on the home 
market.

In response, Putin told Kudry-
ashov to prepare a decree to hike 
export customs duties by the end 
of the day Thursday.

Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Pes-
kov, following the cabinet ministry 
briefing also said that, starting May 
1, export duties on gasoline would 
increase.

“[Putin] meant gasoline. By the 
end of the day, concrete instructions 
[on the increase of duties] will be 
given.”

Putin said Kudryashov had some 
explaining to do as to why the world’s 
largest oil producer has problems 
with gasoline.

“Last year we produced 505 mil-
lion tons of oil — more than Saudi 
Arabia. So we cannot be experienc-
ing any shortages. I am asking you 
to look into it carefully,” he told 
Kudryashov.

Kudryashov also said that not all 
Russian producers were prepared 
to make the switch to a more mod-
ern emissions standard, Euro 3, 
originally scheduled for Jan. 1 
of this year.

Putin asked ministers to keep 
the switch to Euro 3 on track and co-
ordinate the move with fellow cus-
toms union members Belarus 
and Kazakhstan.

Putin also tried to appease the oil 
companies, asking Kudryashov 
at the Cabinet session to look 
into ways of lowering the tax burden 
on oil companies and fixing gasoline 
shortages in Russian regions.

Gasoline Retained For 
Domestic Motorists

T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Cars, apartments and re-
frigerators are what Russians most of-
ten look to finance, data collected 
by the Mail.ru search engine Go.mail.
ru indicate.

According to the State Statistics 
Service, the average monthly salary 
in the country last year was 20,383 ru-
bles ($743), received by about one-
third of all Russians, which makes 
these items a luxury for the majority 
of people.

Despite high interest rates and rigid 
and inconvenient repayment plans, some 
Russians still take advantage of growing 
opportunities to borrow money.

Some look for loans with one eye 
on the option of defaulting.

The Mail.ru study suggests that 
women are more interested in loan 
products than men and are more likely 

to look for ways to avoid returning 
the money they have borrowed.

Last year was marked by a strong 
interest in car loans, which, with 37 
percent of all searches, were the leader 
among the five most popular items for 
which Russians needed to borrow 
money.

Market statistics support the find-
ings of the study. Last year, the car mar-
ket grew 31.4 percent to reach 1.9 mil-
lion vehicles, with production also dou-
bling to 1.2 million vehicles.

Second most popular on the list 
of things Russians would like to buy 
but do not have enough money for are 
apartments: 25 percent of all searches 
for loans are those for apartments. This 
is despite the fact that real estate prices, 
especially in Moscow, continue to grow 
and, according to some experts, may 
reach pre-crisis levels by the end of the 

year.
The study also says that, compared 

with 2009, interest in car loans had 
grown by 15 percent in 2010 and inter-
est in mortgages had grown by 93 per-
cent.

Consumer loans were the third most 
popular loan among Russians, Mail.ru 
said. About 20 percent of all searches 
are targeted to them.

Russians are also interested 
in ways to finance their own houses 
and businesses, the study suggests. 
More men than women search 
for these types of loans, according 
to the data from Mail.ru.

Among the ways people prefer 
to receive loans, according to their 
search habits, are cash (38 percent), 
loans that require no paperwork (30 
percent) and urgent loans (20 per-
cent).

Women More Likely to Default on Loans

T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — A panel of government 
officials and experts met for the first 
time last Wednesday in an attempt 
to dispel the idea that road building is 
so corrupt that Russia’s notoriously 
bad roads are much more expensive 
than in Europe and the United States.

“When roads are badly built, people 
blame corruption. You have to sepa-
rate the flies from the meat patties; it’s 
not so simple,” said government road 
technology expert Mikhail Pozdnya-
kov.

The Russian version of Esquire 
magazine calculated last summer that 
a new 48-kilometer road being built 
in Sochi, at nearly $8 billion, might be 
built for the same price out of foie gras 
or caviar.

The perception of road building as 
synonymous with graft is not com-
pletely unfounded.

Road building is one of the most 
corrupt sectors, according to  recent 
analysis by the National Anti-Corrup-
tion Committee. Research showed 
that, while the budget for roads has 
significantly increased and the price 
of materials has gone down, new 
roads continue to be of poor quality 
and old roads are not being repaired, 
committee chairman Kirill Kabanov 
said.

“We are at the level of the early 20th 
century,” Kabanov said. “We have 
some of the most expensive roads, but 
even the Moscow-St. Petersburg high-
way is full of potholes.”

Russia’s roads cost about the same 
as in some European countries, or even 
less, according to research by a branch 
of the Transportation Ministry. 
The most common price of one kilome-
ter of one lane for one car is 8 million 
rubles in Russia, while in Germany that 

price is 43 million rubles, the research 
found.

Roads may seem more expensive 
because the price of the land, about 30 
percent of the cost, is included in the 
price tag; in Europe, the cost of land is 
not.

For the last 20 years, very little 
funding has been allocated to road 
maintenance, and small problems es-
calated into large ones, Pozdnyakov 
said. Small cracks became gaping pot-
holes.

Plans for roads and technologies are 
outdated, and there are not enough re-
sources to develop new methods. High 
prices for electricity, ineffective bu-
reaucracy, lack of infrastructure and the 
vast size of the country contribute 

to the high price and bad conditions 
of motorways.

Truckers who carry much heavier 
loads than they should contribute 
to the disintegration of roads.

The Transportation Ministry has 
plans in the works that include a web 
site that will document road ex-
penses, road repairs and the organi-
zation of stricter regulatory sys-
tems.

“There is a whole set of hardships; 
something needs to be done,” said 
Moscow State Automobile and Road 
Technical University professor Eduard 
Kotlyarsky.

A bill recently submitted to the 
State Duma might make quality guar-
antees necessary for all state projects.

Experts Defend Price of Roads

IGOR TABAKOV / SPT 

Very little funding has been allocated to road maintenance in recent years. 

T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Sberbank said Wednes-
day that its total corporate loan portfo-
lio had expanded 2.1 percent in the first 
quarter of 2011 to reach 4.9 trillion ru-
bles ($176 billion), and announced 
the launch of a new product aimed 
at supporting first-time entrepreneurs.

“We want to create a system that 
will simplify the lives of small-scale en-
trepreneurs and stimulate them to do 
business,” said Sberbank’s deputy chief 
executive officer, Andrei Donskikh.

The program to finance startups — 
aimed at those without business experi-
ence — will be customized according to de-
mand and piloted this year, Donskikh said. 
“Unfortunately nobody else in the country 
offers this service at the moment.”

He admitted, however, that those 
look ing  to  c rea te  a  bus ines s 
from scratch faced a whole variety 
of administrative hurdles — which they 
often did not have the education 
to overcome — and that it was only 
within Sberbank’s scope to address 
a fraction of those.

Donskikh said Sberbank’s acquisi-
tion of private investment bank Troika 
Dialog, announced in March, was 
boosting the institution’s position 
in some sectors of the market.

The legal agreements finalizing 
the tie-up will be signed in May, he added, 
before consultations with regulators in dif-
ferent countries will allow Troika Dialog 
to become a “100 percent daughter com-
pany of Sberbank” in the fourth quarter.

Sberbank Raises Corporate 
Loan Portfolio, Aids Startups

By Howard Amos
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — The volume of mergers 
and acquisitions on the Russian market 
showed annual growth in 2010 of $46.8 
billion, but no structural changes were 
seen in the field, which remains skewed 
by a few big foreign deals.

“The first impression of a balanced 
market with a strong share of cross-
border transaction does not reflect 
the underlying deal activity,” said a re-
port released by the international ac-
counting and consulting firm KPMG.

The price tag attached to M&A ac-
tivity in 2010 was $95.6 billion, up 
from $48.8 billion in 2009 — but still 
well shy of the 2007 pre-crisis high 
of $159.4 billion.

The three largest transactions 
in 2010 and the first quarter of 2011 — 
VimpelCom’s purchase of Wind Invest-
ments, LUKoil’s buyback of 19.2 per-
cent of its shares owned by Conoco 
Phillips and BP’s 9.5 percent purchase 
of Rosneft as part of a $16 billion share 
swap — represented about one-third 
of total M&A value.

The communications and media 
sector accounted for 35 percent ($33.5 
billion) of all deals, the oil and gas sec-
tor for 21.2 percent ($20.3 billion) 
and the metals and mining sector 
for 10.3 percent ($9.8 billion).

However, Russia accounts for less 
than four percent of the global volume 
of M&A — and, without a few big for-
eign deals, the sphere would consist al-

most entirely of domestic activity.
The KPMG report highlights that, 

of the M&A activity recorded in the 
first quarter of 2011, 47 percent was in-
bound — foreign companies acquiring 
Russian assets. This is a significant up-
surge on the 2010 figure when only 14 
percent of total activity was inbound.

The BP-Rosneft share swap, in-
cluded in the figures, however, has not 
been finalized and is facing a slew of le-
gal challenges from BP’s billionaire 
partners in TNK-BP.

KPMG said they expected M&A 
activity in Russia to continue to grow 
through 2011. The fulfillment of the 
promised privatizations of state-con-
trolled companies will play a significant 
part in this process, the report said.

Mergers & Acquisitions Increase by $45.8 Billion
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By Anatoly Medetsky
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — The Sochi 2014 
Organizing Committee on 
Wednesday hired EF English 
First to teach the language to an 
astounding 70,000 people as part 
of preparations for the 2014 
Winter Olympics.

Under the contract, the inter-
national firm will educate ath-
letes, Sochi 2014 Organizing 
Committee staff, service provid-
ers — including taxi drivers 
and hotel maids — judges 
and volunteers. Most of the train-
ing will be carried out online.

“With our help, the Olympi-
ans will master modern spoken 
English,” English First vice pres-
ident Bernard Shearer said at a 
news conference.

Headquartered in Switzer-
land, English First beat six other 
contenders for the contract, 
whose value wasn’t disclosed, or-
ganizing committee president 
Dmitry Chernyshenko said. He 
didn’t name the competitors.

One reason for the choice, 
C h e r n y s h e n k o  s a i d ,  w a s 
the firm’s experience in giving 
language training for the 2008 
Olympics in Beijing and 1988 
Olympics in Seoul.

English First will provide 
training on a much larger scale 
at the games in the Black Sea re-
sort of Sochi than in Beijing, 
where, according to Shearer, 
the company helped improve 
the English of 6,000 of the orga-
nizing staff.

The firm’s global operations 
encompass 500,000 students ev-
ery year, said its chief learning 
officer Christopher McCormick.

Online classes with live teach-
ers and access to online educa-
tional content will hopefully be 
available in May 2012 and end 
with the opening of the games 
in February 2014, Shearer said.

The Olympics language 
courses come on the heels of gov-
ernment plans to create a more 
multilingual federal bureaucracy.

The Economic Development 
Ministry unveiled a strategy 
for innovative development 
in December that calls for 20 
percent of federal officials to be 
fluent in foreign languages 
by 2020 — a group that would 
number 140,000 people.

A ministry spokesman was 
unable to say Wednesday 
whether the strategy, which was 
scheduled to be submitted to the 
Cabinet in February, was actu-
ally handed in.

The ministry’s plan estab-
lishes fluency in English as a re-
quirement for newly hired civil 
servants starting next year.

President Dmitry Medvedev, 
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin 
and Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov are able to communicate 
in the language. The Olympics 
organizing committee’s Cherny-
shenko is a “good” speaker, 
Shearer said.

But some top federal minis-
ters, such as Sports and Tourism 
Minister Vitaly Mutko and Fi-
nance Minister Alexei Kudrin, 
are largely confined to Russian.

Career bureaucrats have 
the option of enrolling at the 
presidential Academy for Civil 
Service for language classes.

English 
Taught For 
Sochi 2014

“

TOP 30 (BY MARKET CAPITALIZATION)

 CLOSE, RUB CHANGE, % VOLUME, MLN RUB 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

AFK Sistema 31.7500 -1.35 19.26 36.4820 24.6030
Baltika 1,354.1000 -0.43 7.93 1,791.9900 775.0000
Bank Moskvy 994.9000 -1.96 0.38 1,398.9900 880.0100
FSK EES 0.3619 -3.03 429.22 0.4810 0.2890
Gazprom 231.7800 -0.05 9,337.63 247.4700 142.0900
Gazprom neft 137.5100 -0.71 43.28 161.9000 101.0000
Holding MRSK 4.1600 -1.21 141.20 5.7910 2.8330
LUKOIL 1,895.1000 -0.47 1,816.07 2,090.0000 1,400.0100
Magnit 3,646.6000 -1.07 19.12 4,495.9900 2,290.0000
Mechel 780.0000 0.27 16.42 989.9500 555.0000
MMK 27.0800 0.85 33.01 38.0000 20.8050
MTS 255.7700 0.79 209.39 271.5000 217.0000
NLMK 106.7900 1.27 112.16 151.2000 79.5000
NorNickel GMK 7,656.0000 0.41 1,948.08 7,980.0000 4,350.0000
NOVATEK 357.9900 -2.09 83.91 390.0000 168.0000
OGK-4 2.4400 0.00 19.70 3.3500 1.9250
Polus Zoloto 1,954.0000 4.83 1,950.35 1,997.0000 1,222.6800
Polymetal 539.0000 2.08 127.21 749.9500 286.0000
Raspadskaya 182.1600 -0.08 78.38 240.0000 114.5100
Rosneft 243.6000 -1.54 2,413.56 276.2000 177.3500
RusGidro 1.3900 -1.41 373.82 1.8270 1.3453
Sberbank 100.0000 -1.13 9,546.20 110.9500 63.8100
Severstal 501.6000 0.70 756.67 598.5800 294.3600
Silvinit 29,083.0000 -1.41 8.29 33,064.0000 14,724.7800
Surgut 28.7000 -1.94 427.66 36.1750 24.6130
Tatneft-3 178.9500 -0.67 126.80 197.0000 119.6200
TNK-BP Holding 89.0000 -0.61 20.13 N/A N/A
Uralkaliy 228.6000 -1.58 290.50 250.0000 93.3000
VTB 0.0886 -0.89 1,882.34 0.1114 0.0657
WBDF 3,839.8000 0.39 8.65 3,998.9400 1,225.0000

MOST-TRADED OTHER STOCKS

 CLOSE, RUB CHANGE, % VOLUME, MLN RUB 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

Aeroflot 68.5200 -0.55 85.80 87.5000 53.0100
Akron 1,290.0000 0.00 79.29 1,433.7700 712.0000
Apteki 36,6 91.0000 -1.94 24.14 141.9800 74.0900
Baltika (pref) 1,230.9000 -0.33 20.89 1,499.9800 750.0000
DEC 0.8743 4.97 21.30 1.1380 0.7180
INTER RAO EES 0.0353 -2.33 150.85 0.0549 0.0348
MosEnrg 2.7250 0.18 21.38 3.6480 2.7000
OGK-2 1.5455 -2.00 58.40 1.9030 1.3360
OGK-6 1.2468 0.14 65.42 1.6460 1.0020
OMZ 101.1000 11.73 110.93 137.6800 58.2100
OMZ (pref) 4,450.0000 30.39 34.95 4,777.9000 193.0000
PIK 116.5000 -1.07 48.18 158.5100 95.7100
PROTEK 38.2500 -3.75 21.91 184.8000 37.8100
Rostelecom 165.8200 0.21 62.58 186.7900 95.1300
Rostelecom (pref) 85.9700 0.79 52.47 111.5000 62.5000
Sberbank (pref) 67.1500 -0.27 867.09 78.7700 50.3400
Surgut (pref) 16.0100 0.37 244.83 17.9850 11.6930
Tatneft (pref) 105.8000 0.29 21.54 134.4100 61.9700

Source: MICEX

MICEX

 UNITS RUBLES U.S. $  UNITS RUBLES U.S. $

Australian dollar 1 30.01 1.09
Brazilian real 1 17.39 0.63
Canadian dollar 1 28.89 1.05
Chinese yuan 10 42.37 1.54
Danish krone 10 54.71 1.99
Euro 1 40.81 1.48
Indian rupee 100 62.00 2.25
Japanese yen 100 33.72 1.23

Kazakh tenge 100 18.89 0.69
New Turkish Lira 1 18.04 0.66
Norwegian krone 10 52.39 1.90
Swedish krona 10 45.83 1.67
Swiss franc 1 31.50 1.15
U.K. pound 1 45.82 1.67
U.S. dollar 1 27.50 1.00
Ukrainian hryvna 10 34.53 1.26

Source: Troika Dialog

CENTRAL BANK CURRENCY RATES

 CLOSE CHANGE, % 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

RTS Index 2,026.94 -0.10 2,123.56 1,226.57
RTS2 Index 2,317.07 0.06 2,407.29 1,560.41
RTS Oil & Gas Index 241.44 -0.16 253.79 146.90
RTS Consumer & Retail Index 440.54 1.06 453.53 264.89
RTS Metals & Mining Index 375.31 0.81 388.35 226.54
RTS Industrial Index 233.13 -0.39 244.20 136.41
RTS Electric Utilities Index 260.61 -0.99 287.75 224.32
RTS Telecom Index 309.71 0.57 317.01 183.24
RTS Finances Index 469.33 -0.04 498.85 298.51

Source: RTS

RTS SECTOR INDEXES

 CLOSE CHANGE, % 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

MICEX Index 1,741.84 -0.45 1,865.30 1,194.92
MICEX10 Index 3,944.40 -0.66 4,292.60 2,841.82
MICEX Oil & Gas 3,253.62 -0.91 3,515.61 2,198.01
MICEX Power 2,845.29 -1.03 3,509.57 2,687.29
MICEX Telecommunication 2,518.02 0.56 2,687.04 1,784.52
MICEX Metals & Mining 5,430.45 1.12 6,178.50 3,766.22
MICEX Manufacturing 2,541.12 -0.69 3,054.11 1,604.12
MICEX Large Cap 2,806.73 -0.61 3,011.50 1,932.63
MICEX Mid Cap 3,081.17 -0.16 3,337.25 2,242.85

Source: MICEX

MICEX SECTOR INDEXES

LUKoil 72.50000 0.00 0.000 72.80000 45.10000
MMK 0.97500 0.00 0.000 1.10500 0.72600
MTS 9.15000 0.00 0.000 9.15000 7.35000
Magnit 132.30000 0.00 0.000 145.72344 77.00000
Mechel 28.40000 -1.22 0.015 31.90000 19.25000
Norilsk Nickel 275.05762 0.00 0.000 278.00000 141.00000
Novatek 13.53000 0.00 0.000 13.53000 5.80000
Novolipetsk Steel 4.36500 0.00 0.000 4.53000 2.60000
TNK-BP Holding 3.25000 -0.31 0.071 3.35000 2.70000
Polymetal 18.65000 0.00 0.000 19.30000 9.60000
Polyus Gold 68.73302 8.50 0.011 68.73302 40.50000
Rosneft 8.80000 0.00 0.000 9.48498 6.00000
RusHydro 0.05150 0.00 0.000 0.05820 0.04690
Sberbank 3.65500 -0.14 0.366 3.88000 2.04000
Sberbank, RDR 15.40000 -1.28 0.155 17.70000 14.45000
Severstal 18.21971 -1.52 0.037 19.85073 9.65000
Silvinit 1,000.00000 0.00 0.000 1,000.00000 498.00000
Sistema 1.15700 0.00 0.000 1.29000 0.83000
Surgutneftegaz 1.04000 0.00 0.000 1.17000 0.80000
Tatneft 6.46000 -0.62 0.485 6.96000 4.06000
Uralkali 8.75000 0.00 0.000 8.75000 3.12000
VTB 0.00338 0.00 0.000 0.00370 0.00230
WBD Foods 136.00000 0.00 0.000 136.00000 42.00000

RTS STANDARD MOST-TRADED STOCKS

 CLOSE, $ CHANGE, % VOLUME, $ MLN 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

Bank Saint-Petersburg 5.65000 0.00 0.099 6.00000 3.95000
36,6 3.75000 8.70 0.010 3.85000 2.50000
Bashneft (pref) 47.90000 0.21 0.048 48.50000 21.75000
Mashinostroitelny Zavod 225.00000 2.27 0.023 375.00000 200.50000
Nizhhnekamskneftekhim 0.78188 1.21 0.039 0.80000 0.47000
Nizhhnekamskneftekhim (pref) 0.47277 1.45 0.071 0.52000 0.18924
Rusgrain Holding 350.00000 27.27 0.011 400.00000 275.00000
TNK-BP Holding (pref) 2.87000 -1.03 0.025 2.90000 2.40000
Pharmstandard 92.00000 2.22 0.027 103.00000 68.00000
Raspadskaya 6.64000 0.45 0.166 7.91000 3.86000
Rosinter Restaurants Holding 20.00000 -2.44 0.200 25.50000 13.00000
Rostelecom (pref) 3.50000 2.94 0.070 3.50000 2.07000
Samaraenergo (pref) 0.01500 0.00 0.015 0.01796 0.00700

Source: RTS

 CLOSE, $ CHANGE, % VOLUME, $ MLN 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

RTS (CONTINUED)

TOP 30 (BY MARKET CAPITALIZATION)

 CLOSE, $ CHANGE, % VOLUME, $ MLN 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

FGC UES 0.01415 0.00 0.000 0.01550 0.00920
Baltika Breweries 49.15000 0.00 0.000 50.00000 29.25000
Bank of Moscow 40.00000 0.00 0.000 40.00000 33.25000
Bashneft 61.50000 -0.73 0.119 62.00000 30.00000
Gazprom 8.30000 0.00 0.000 8.77000 4.55000
Gazprom Neft 5.25000 0.00 0.000 5.50000 3.50000
IDGC Holding 0.15000 -1.32 0.075 0.18750 0.10270

RTS

RUSSIAN MARKETS

 SHARES PER ADR CLOSE, $ CHANGE, % VOLUME*, $ 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

CTC Media 1 23.73 0.3  132,045  24.98 12.71
Evraz Group 0.33 33.90 -2.8  3,683,622  42.75 21.59
Gazprom 4 16.87 0.7  21,618,407  17.73 9.03
Gazprom Neft 10 25.25 1.0  62,132  28.15 16.50
KazMunaiGas EP 0.16667 22.65 0.2  349,019  25.00 17.00
LUKoil 4 69.20 1.3  2,916,514  76.25 44.50
Mechel 3 28.41 0.6  326,174  34.74 17.17
MTS 20 21.08 0.6  159,211  23.51 17.58
Norilsk Nickel 1 27.60 0.5  6,717,437  28.26 13.88
Novatek  140.50 -0.4  394,249  146.90 63.50
Rosneft 1 8.93 1.9  17,917,616  9.73 5.89
Rostelecom 6 36.15 0.0  783  37.35 18.20
Sistema 0.02 28.19 -0.2  293,372  31.91 20.52
Surgutneftegaz 10 10.67 1.1  2,084,286  12.55 7.76
Tatneft 20 45.09 0.3  462,802  49.00 22.53
VimpelCom 0.8 14.56 0.0  460,044  18.00 12.32
Wimm-Bill-Dann 1 34.91 0.3  3,976  35.10 17.11
X5 Retail Group 4 35.25 -0.9  505,710  48.00 29.60

* Estimated reported volumes
** N.Y. price at 7 p.m. Moscow time

Source: Troika Dialog

ADRS, GDRS AND FOREIGN-TRADED STOCK April 29

RTS INDEX WINNERS & LOSERS

Source: RTS

MICEX INDEX WINNERS & LOSERS 

Source: MICEX

RTS INDEX (COMPOSITE OF TOP 50 STOCKS)

Source: RTS

MICEX INDEX (COMPOSITE OF TOP 30 STOCKS)

Source: MICEX

Even if you are on the right 

track, you’ll get run over if 

you just sit there.”

Will Rogers

“

INTERNATIONAL MARKETS
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By Alexander Bratersky
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Life has not been easy 
for legendary rock critic Artemy 
Troitsky since he moved into public ac-
tivism: He has already lost a libel suit 
and now faces another, this time for call-
ing a pro-Kremlin rock star a “poodle.”

But in a recent interview, Troitsky 
said he would not back down.

“I don’t want to don the armor of a 
protector of the people, but circum-
stances are driving me to it,” Troitsky, 
56, said last week in his Moscow apart-
ment, holding his infant daughter Lidia 
in his arms.

Troitsky’s resume includes the job 
of founding editor of Playboy Russia, 
launched by Independent Media in 1995, 
but he has been devoting increasing 
amounts of time to public campaigning 
instead of entertainment journalism.

Last year, he supported the drive 
to save the Moscow region’s Khimki 
forest, slated for partial demolition 
to make way for a state-backed high-
way, and campaigned for justice over a 
road accident that left two women dead 
after their car collided with the sedan 
of a LUKoil vice president.

Troitsky’s criticism of the policeman 
involved in the LUKoil probe resulted 
in a Moscow court slapping him with 
a fine of 130,000 rubles ($4,700). His 
legal troubles continue to pile up, as 
now he faces a defamation lawsuit 

from Vladimir Samoilov, ex-member 
of the prominent Russian new wave 
band Agata Kristi.

Samoilov, who has a seat in the Public 
Chamber, had reason to be disgruntled, 
as Troitsky called him “[Vladislav] Surk-
ov’s poodle” in a January documentary 
on pro-Kremlin rock stars by Ren-TV.

Vladislav Surkov, the Kremlin’s 
deputy chief of staff and propaganda 
mastermind, has long had ties to Sam-
oilov, who, with his brother and ex-

bandmate Gleb, allegedly even pro-
duced a rock record by Surkov in 2003.

Troitsky actually compared Samoilov 
to British ex-Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
not a dog, but did so by referencing 
a scandalous 2002 music video by George 
Michael in which a cartoonish Blair was 
shown as a poodle following his master, 
then-U.S. President George W. Bush.

“I don’t think that Blair would go 
and file a lawsuit against George Mi-
chael,” Troitsky said, adding that he 

was not seeking to settle the matter out 
of court.

Samoilov filed two lawsuits, one 
civil and one criminal, over the “poo-
dle” comment, with both to be re-
viewed this month, Troitsky said. 
The critic faces a fine of 1 million ru-
bles ($36,000) in the civil suit and up 
to a year in prison in the criminal one.

It remained unclear why Samoilov 
waited almost four months before su-
ing. He was unavailable for comment, 
and his aide told The St. Petersburg 
Times by telephone that the spat is 
a “private dispute between the two in-
dividuals.” He spoke on the condition 
of anonymity since he was not autho-
rized to speak on the matter.

Troitsky said he doubted that 
Surkov was behind the suit, but added 
that he “would like him to appear 
in court as a witness.”

His other court battle has not gone 
well so far. Last month he lost a defa-
mation suit by ex-Moscow police offi-
cer Nikolai Khovansky, who has also 
requested that a criminal case be 
opened against Troitsky on charges 
of slander.

Khovansky was the first to arrive 
on the site of a crash involving the car 
of LUKoil official Alexander Barkov 
in Moscow in February 2010. He was 
also the first to put the blame on the 
victims, doctors Olga Alexandrina 
and Vera Sedelnikova, who was driving 

the Citroen that collided with Barkov’s 
Mercedes.

The story sparked a scandal, with 
critics, including many media, accusing 
police of covering up for Barkov and his 
driver. Still, investigators cleared both 
men in the incident last fall.

The bitter Troitsky went on to award 
a prize for “the year’s worst cop” to Kho-
vansky in absentia during a show by rock 
band DDT in November. But the con-
cert, ironically, was attended by Khovan-
sky’s daughter, who told her father of the 
“anti-prize,” prompting him to sue.

Khovansky, who has since resigned, 
said Troitsky’s actions “insulted 
the whole police force,” Slon.ru reported 
in April. But Troitsky, who has appealed 
the ruling of Moscow’s Gagarinsky Dis-
trict Court, said it had nothing to do with 
Khovansky’s colleagues.

Khovansky “violated presumption 
of innocence” when he named the perpe-
trators of the road accident after barely 
spending any time at the scene, Troitsky 
said. “He behaved unprofessionally and, 
in a certain sense, illegally.”

Troitsky said the lawsuits and the 
proceedings, which he described as 
an “utter farce,” have convinced him 
that legal attacks on him were punish-
ment for activism.

He could not say who could be be-
hind the campaign, but pointed out 
that he has done a lot to ruffle 
the feathers of state authorities.

Rock Critic Troitsky Ready to ‘Protect the People’

ALEXANDER BRATERSKY / SPT 

Artemy Troitsky holding his daughter in his Moscow apartment stocked with CDs.
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T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Russian film lovers can 
explore a treasure trove of Soviet films as 
legendary movie studio Mosfilm has 
posted dozens of its most famous films on 
YouTube for anyone to watch for free.

The films, legendary for many Rus-
sians but often little known in the West, 
include the comedies of Georgian-Rus-
sian director Georgi Daneliya, “Gen-
tlemen of Fortune” and “Mimino”; 
“The White Sun Of The Desert,” a 
much-loved adventure story set in Cen-
tral Asia that is always watched by cos-
monauts before a space launch; and 
classic melodramas such as Eldar Rya-
zanov’s “A Cruel Romance” with Ni-
kita Mikhalkov and “A Railway Sta-
tion for Two” starring the late Lyud-
mila Gurchenko.

Every week, the studio will upload 
five new films onto the channel, the 
studio said in an official press release, 
and expects to have 200 by the end of 
the year.

Other films uploaded include “An-
drei Rublev” and “The Mirror,” two 
works by one of Russia’s greatest art-
house directors, Andrei Tarkovsky.

“For us, the YouTube project is 
very important and interesting,” 

Karen Shakhnazarov, director of Mos-
film, said in a statement on the studio’s 
web site.

“The aim is to give users the pos-
sibility to legally watch high-quality 
video material and prevent the ille-

gal use of our films,” he said.
The studio has  worked with 

YouTube to remove pirated ver-

sions of their films uploaded onto 
the site.

“Most of the films will be uploaded 
with subtitles in different languages so 
people from different countries can 
watch Mosfilm pictures,” Shakhnaz-
arov said.

At the moment, nearly all the 
films are up with subtitles in Eng-
lish, with only a couple found with-
out any. The 1991 film “Tsareu-
biista,” or “Assassin of the Tsar,” 

starring English actor Malcolm Mc-
Dowell as an insane asylum patient 
who claims to have killed the Tsar 
and Oleg Yankovsky as a doctor, is 
up in both English and Russian ver-
sions.

The channel has had more than 
170,000 views since it started last week, 
and as of Monday, almost all of the 
films had more than 1,000 views. A few 
films see noticeable drops in viewing 
when the film is in two parts. Tark-
ovsky’s critically acclaimed 3-hour, 25-
minute film about the great 15th-cen-
tury icon painter Andrei Rublev saw 
2,156 views of its first part and only 414 
of the second part.

The most popular film so far is 
“Ivan Vasilievich Changes Profession,” 
a 1973 comedy starring acclaimed actor 
Yury Yakovlev that sold 60 million 
tickets when in Soviet cinemas and has 
had more than 15,000 views on You-
Tube already.

The channel is already in the top 50 
of Russian channels on YouTube.

Mosfilm already screens 582 of its 
films on its web sites for free and with 
subtitles in different languages, and for 
a small payment viewers can download 
the films, but the YouTube channel is a 
far more accessible and speedy vari-
ant.

Mosfilm acquired its present name 
in 1935 but the studio began working in 
the 1920s after the Bolsheviks national-
ized film production.

The studio’s symbol, the “Worker 
and Collective Farm Worker” statue, is 
shown at the start of each film and is as 
well-known in Russia as the fanfare 
and searchlight of 20th Century Fox 
films.

Mosfilm Uploads Celluloid Classics to YouTube
Wednesday, May 4, 2011 ❖ 10 

FOR SPT 

Yevgeny Leonov starring in the Soviet classic ‘Gentlemen of Fortune,’ released in 1971 — one of the first films to be uploaded onto YouTube by Mosfilm. 

FOR SPT 

The 1970 film ‘The White Sun of the Desert’ is an adventure story that is always watched by cosmonauts before a launch.

Every week, the 
studio will upload five 
new films, and 
expects to have 200 
by the end of the year.
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Pizzas here are cooked using patented 
Italian technology. The chef also offers 
weekly specials using the best seasonal 
products available. There is also an open 
kitchen and a spacious kids’ room.
Delivery service to the surrounding area 
available. Open daily from 11 a.m. to the 
last customer.

$       

Portobello

Open from noon to 11 p.m. weekdays 

(to 2 a.m. at weekends).

12 Zagorodny Prospekt. 

Vladimirskaya or Dostoyevskaya metro. 

Tel.: 915 5501. 

Brand new Italian restaurant, bar and 
grill from chef Luca Pellino. Enjoy classic 
Italian dishes served in innovative ways 
or try nuovo Italiano cuisine prepared in 
our chef’s inimitable style amid elegant 
Tuscan-style decor. Suitable for any 
occasion — lunch, drinks, dinner and 
romance. The menu features 
homemade pasta, abundant fresh 
seafood dishes, high grade marble 
steaks and homemade ice cream and 
desserts. The wine menu boasts top 
wines from all over Italy and France to 
complement the dishes perfectly.  

$$     

INTERNATIONAL

Cafe Vienna

57  Nevsky Prospect
Corinthia Hotel St Petersburg
Tel.: 380-20-01
E-mail: reservation@corinthia.ru
Café Vienna on the ground floor of the 
Corinthia Hotel offers the best tea and 
coffee in St. Petersburg, as well as 
sensational cakes from the hotel’s pastry 
chef. Only here can you enjoy desserts 
and light snacks in the very best 
Viennese traditions. And for those who 
are looking for more substantial food, we 
have an international à la carte menu for 
lunch and dinner. Monday & Sunday: 
10 a.m. to midnight. Tuesday – Saturday: 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

$$      

MEXICAN

Tequila-Boom

57/127 Voznesensky Prospekt; 
Tel.: 310-15-34 or 050
We invite you to visit TEQUILA-BOOM 
restaurant — the finest Mexican 
restaurant in Russia! Our head chef will 
prepare a delectable array of Mexican 
cuisine for you: Fajitas Mixto, Burrito, 
Gringa, flat cakes and steaks, while our 
barman will mix cocktails, such as 
Strawberry Margarita, Mexican flag, 
Mojito and Caipriina. From noon to 4 p.m. 
Monday to Friday a business lunch 
(250 rubles) is available at the 
restaurant. Every evening we have live 
music, and on Fridays and Saturdays 

ASIAN

Gloss Cafe Restaurant

17 Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel.: 315-23-15.
Gloss cafe is the perfect place for those 
who appreciate fine food, a cozy 
atmosphere and good music. 
At Gloss Cafe’s open kitchen, chefs work 
their magic to create Asian cuisine: sushi, 
rolls, temaki and  phyto salads, while hot 
dishes are prepared in sizzling woks. 
Continental dishes include our excellent 
leg of lamb with rosemary, dorado fillet 
with herbs, or risotto with asparagus and 
parmesan. Guests can also choose from 
our extensive tea menu and wide range 
of wines and cocktails at democratic 
prices. Our culinary delights are 
complemented by free Wi-Fi, sets by top 
DJs and fantastic parties on Fridays and 
Saturdays. On weekdays, a sushi buffet is 
available, priced at just 200 rubles.

$    

King Pong Cafe

Open: 12:00-00:00
Lunch mon-fri 12:00-15:30, 290,-
16 Ulitsa Bolshaya Morskaya
Metro: Gostiny Dvor
Tel.: 315 8256 
Globally trendy Pan-Asian fare has finally 
reached St. Petersburg. Conveniently 
located in the heart of the city, King Pong 
Cafe offers a wide range of the 
inexpensive, elegantly presented dishes 
of Southeast Asia. The space is 
welcoming, filled with sunlight during the 
day and is a great place for a business or 
casual lunch. Sleek and stylish retro 
interior, dimly lit in the evening makes a 
perfect atmosphere for romantic 
rendezvous or dinner with friends and 
family. The Mondrian inspired bar is a 
chic meeting ground for hip and trendy or 
young professionals, offering a variety of 
exotic cocktails and extensive wine list.
Outstandingly delicious food served in a 
visually pleasing environment makes 
King Pong Cafe the ultimate drinking & 
dining experience.

$    

BAR & GRILL

Koreiko 

18 Kolokolnaya Ulitsa
Tel: 957-95-77
Open 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Koreiko restaurant is located on the quiet 
Kolokolnaya Ulitsa in the very heart of the 
city. Its interior is reminiscent of an 
eclectic early 20th-century living room.
The restaurant’s retro style is combined 
with original cosmopolitan cuisine, 
dominated by grilled dishes. Tiger 
prawns, squid, octopus, sea scallops, 
rabbit liver, duck breast, lamb fillet and 
ribeye steak are all cooked on charcoal.

there is a show program featuring the 
city’s best musicians and Latin American 
dancers. We will be pleased to see you!

$$       

RUSSIAN

PALKIN restaurant

47 Nevsky Pr. 
Tel.: (812) 703-53-71. www.palkin.ru
PALKIN restaurant is located in the very 
heart of St. Petersburg.  Our constant 
search for new flavors, painstaking work 
with old cookery books, and strict 
standards regarding the use of 
ingredients make Palkin one of the few 
places in the world where diners can 
enjoy the finest dishes of aristocratic 
Russian cuisine in the elegant 
atmosphere of an upscale 
establishment. Open: noon to 11.30 p.m.

$$$        

Russian Kitsch Restaurant

25 Universitetskaya nab. 
Tel.: 325-11-22.
Russian Kitsch is a restaurant and 
party house. You can celebrate any 
event here 365 days a year! 
Every day is a celebration here, with 
parties dedicated to  the most 
outrageous, madcap and frivolous 
excuses: Complex-Free Day, Geisha Day, 
Ukraine Armed Forces Day etc. 
And all this in unforgettable interiors: 
Soviet politics-themed Baroque-style 
paintings, leopard print chairs, ostrich 
feathers, Pioneer bugles and oriental 

Thanks to its convenient location, 
welcoming interior and democratic 
prices, Koreiko is a perfect place for both 
meeting friends and for romantic dinner-
dates.
Here, there is something for everyone: 
Excellent cuisine, an extensive wine 
menu, broad range of teas and original 
hookahs.
  
$$      

INDIAN

Tandoor

2 Voznesensky Pr., 
near St. Isaac’s Cathedral, 
opposite the Admiralty. 
Tel.: 312-38-86, 312-53-10.
Popular city restaurant. 
Experience the tantalizing flavor of Indian 
cuisine. From kebabs to curries, with a 
wide range of vegetarian selections at 
reasonable prices. 
Business lunch 450 rubles. 
Choice of soup. Choice of curry: 
chicken, lamb, fish, lentil or vegetable 
with rice, salad and bread, plus mineral 
water. Restaurant provides small 
to medium-sized outdoor catering 
services for parties and banquet 
functions. 
Open daily from noon to 11 p.m. 

$$    

GERMAN 

Bierstube restaurant

Courtyard by Marriot St. Petersburg 
Pushkin Hotel
166 Nab. Kanala Griboedova
Tel: 610 50 00, www.bier-stube.ru
A cosy German restaurant for those who 
appreciate good food and home-made 
beer. In our mini-brewery we make four 
types – Czech lager (unfiltered), Irish Red, 
Irish Dark and German Premium to please 
all pallets of beer-fans. 
When drinking our wonderful beer and 
having delicious braised pork knuckle enjoy 
football matches and the most important 
sports events on our big screens. Business 
lunches – Monday to Friday, noon to 3 p.m. 
Disco Saturdays from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Open daily, noon to 1 a.m.

$$       

ITALIAN

Restaurant Da Albertone

23 Millionnaya Ul. 
(100 m. from the Hermitage). 
Open daily from 11 a.m. till 2 a.m. 
To reserve a table call 315-86-73.
Chef Luca Pellino prepares exquisite 
authentic Italian dishes in this restaurant 
located next to the Hermitage. 
The menu here is like no other, featuring 
a wide variety of fish and seafood 
dishes, pasta and charcoal grilled 
steaks and homemade desserts. 

 – Banquet hall;   – Breakfast;   – Children’s room;   – Credit cards accepted;   – Dancefloor;   – Live music;   – Home delivery;   – Non-smoking area;   – Parking;   – Wi-Fi zone.
Average price of a two-course meal with an alcoholic beverage: $ – 500 to 1,000 rubles;  $$ – 1,000 to 1,500 rubles;  $$$ – more than 1,500 rubles

sofas with embroidered cushions that 
would delight an Arab sheik. 
As in any decent Russian restaurant, 
the menu includes Italian, French and 
Japanese dishes, as well of course as 
Russian classics like “herring in a fur 
coat,” Olivier salad, pelmeni, pickles, 
pies, pancakes and homemade 
moonshine. 

$$      

STEAK HOUSE

Stroganoff Steak House

4 Konnogvardeisky Boulevard.
(near St. Isaac’s Cathedral). 
Tel.: 314-55-14.
Stroganoff Steak House is the only 
steakhouse in Russia that invests in dry 
aging and hand butchering of our best 
imported cuts from Australia, New 
Zealand and Argentina. We welcome 
business diners and tourists. All our 
steaks are grilled to perfection on real 
charcoal. Large steaks and chops as well 
as Russia’s best Beef Stroganoff. Your 
comfort food away from home. There are 
two banquet halls for 10 to 200 people. 
Business lunches from 12 p.m. till 4 p.m. 
for 300 rubles. Children’s room. 
Babysitter available on weekends. 
Open daily from 12 p.m. to 12 a.m.
New! 

Stroganoff Grill is an out-of-town 
restaurant — a countryside version of the 
much-loved Stroganoff Steak House. Only 
in the beach resort of Repino can you 
sample grilled reindeer tongue.
Repino, 418 Primorskoe shosse. 
Tel.: 432-05-75.

$$          

Do you know 
what makes 

the difference?
We do. Every Wednesday in The Restaurant Pages. 

To advertise call 325-6080.

This is a lime.

This is a lemon.



By Mark Feygin

Prime Minister Vladimir Putin clearly 
had the most influence on Dmitry Med-
vedev in the beginning of Medvedev’s 
presidential term in 2008. But starting a 
year or so later, Medvedev’s political 

role model began to shift away from Putin and to-
ward U.S. President Barack Obama when Medve-
dev started adopting Obama’s style, language and, 
most importantly, many of his political views.

It is fully possible that Obama’s decision to run 
for re-election inspired Medvedev to seriously 
consider doing the same. During an interview on 
Chinese television on April 12, Medvedev prom-
ised to make an official announcement about his 
intentions in the nearest future.

A day later, Putin said an early announcement 
on the 2012 race could  inhibit the work of gov-
ernment employees. “If we now send out some 
nervous signals, half of the administration and the 
bigger half of the government will stop working 
because they expect some change,” Putin said.

Many analysts concluded that this disagree-
ment was a sign of a more intense struggle among 
Kremlin and business clans. But for the oligarchs, 
who remain the only real source of power in Rus-
sia, the choice between Medvedev and Putin is 
not of fundamental concern. They know that ei-
ther candidate will defend their main corporate 
interests in exchange for loyalty.

Therefore, personality differences between 
the two leaders are largely irrelevant. Of course, 
Medvedev’s strong points are his young age, mod-
ernization program and his better reputation in 
the West. Medvedev has been more successful 
than Putin at exporting a liberal image of a new 
generation of Russians and is therefore in a better 
position to satisfy the oligarchs’ desire to keep 
their assets in the West secure, as well as helping 
to whitewash their own questionable reputations.

Another factor in Medvedev’s favor is that Pu-
tin is showing unsettling signs of excessive narcis-
sism and an almost obsessive desire to remain in 
power indefinitely.

But there may be another reason to explain why 
Medvedev has come out of his shell in recent weeks. 
Medvedev, by nature, tends to be very dependent 
on others, a trait that was typical of the Soviet intel-
ligentsia. He has been strongly influenced by a 
range of people throughout his career, from his 
wife, Svetlana, to his political benefactor, Putin.

Incidentally, Obama has already started form-
ing his campaign staff and starting fundraising ac-
tivities. In a sense, that sets an example of the 
West’s commonly accepted standards for political 
practice that Medvedev can try to emulate. Ac-
cording to Medvedev’s understanding, Russia can 
only become a respected member on the global 
arena if it plays the game according to generally 
accepted rules, with the main principles being free 

and fair elections and a limit to the number of 
terms a leader can serve in office.

One can assume that Medvedev was not particu-
larly delighted to learn that Western diplomats 
compared to him Robin rather than Batman. He is 
also visibly frustrated by the inability to turn his 
proposals into reality and his powerlessness to run a 
proper and legitimate Western-style election cam-
paign. His desire to play the leading role, like 
Obama, rather than to be perpetually cast as a side-
kick will prod him into taking actions that challenge 
Putin’s vanity and seniority status in the tandem.

Nonetheless, Putin is unlikely to put up strong 
resistance to Medvedev’s candidacy. This approach 

could win points for Putin, adding credence to the 
myth that he actually supports political competi-
tion. It also dovetails nicely with Medvedev’s pas-
sion for modernizing, however superficially, Rus-
sia’s political process. Instead of following Putin’s 
lead, Medvedev will likely try to run a Western-
style presidential election campaign, replete with 
pseudo-debates, Internet campaign ads, fundrais-
ers and even campaign rallies with cheerleaders.

You can see Medvedev’s admiration for mod-
ernization when he shows an almost childlike de-
light with the Internet and techno gadgets of ev-
ery type. His eyes light up when he talks about 
implementing a new technology or approach that 

would take Russia out of the “analog” 20th cen-
tury and into the “digital” 21st century, with 
Skolkovo leading the way.

Modern election campaign tactics and prac-
tices are no exception. Medvedev will seek to du-
plicate Obama’s own campaign as much as possi-
ble from start to finish. But these are only superfi-
cial similarities and do not reflect the fundamental 
difference between the two political systems. Ul-
timately, it will likely be just another inept attempt 
by Russia to copy the West.

Mark Feygin, a State Duma deputy from 1993 to 
1995, is a political analyst.
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By Alexei Bayer

L ast week, there was an unmarked 
anniversary: 120 years since the 
birth of an extraordinary Rus-
sian, Nikolai Bruni. The only 
reason he is remembered at all is 

because he belonged to an illustrious family 
descending from a Swiss-Italian nobleman 
who moved to Russia in the early 19th cen-
tury. It is an artistic dynasty whose members 
remain active on the Russian arts scene to 
this day.

Bruni was 47 when he was killed in 1938. 
His life puts a human face both on Russia’s 
artistic, cultural and technological efflores-
cence in the early 20th century and, in one 
of history’s strangest twists, on a deliberate 
destruction of the nation’s best and bright-
est and a senseless squandering of its poten-
tial.

Bruni was one of the first graduates of a St. 
Petersburg lyceum founded by Prince Vyache-
slav Tenishev. Its other students included 
writer Vladimir Nabokov and poet Osip Man-
delstam. Bruni spoke several languages, fin-
ished the St. Petersburg Conservatory and in 
his early 20s became an accomplished poet in a 
fertile artistic movement known as Russia’s 
Silver Age.

Today, the country’s culture is a provincial 
backwater. Few people in the world know any 

Russian actors, watch Rus-
sian films, listen to Russian 
music, give high-profile com-
missions to Russian archi-
tects or are aware of Russian 
visual arts. Russian writers 
have a marginal presence, at 
best, in world literature.

It was not so at the start 
of the 20th century. Leo Tol-
stoy was a worldwide liter-
ary giant, plays by Anton Chekhov and Maxim 
Gorky were staged in theaters around the 
world, Igor Stravinsky shined in music, and the 
artistic achievements of Vasily Kandinsky and 
Kazimir Malevich, among others, determined 
the course of development in visual arts.

According to Karl Marx, culture is but the 
tip of a firmament comprised of economics, 
science and technology. In these areas, too, 
Russia excelled and was poised for greatness. 
It started developing later than the United 
States and Germany, but after its 1905 defeat 
in the Russian-Japanese war it covered a lot of 
ground in less than 10 years. It was a continent-
sized country with boundless natural resources 
and a large population and offered excellent 
education for those who had a chance to go to 
school.

It was also a melting pot not unlike the 
United States, in which numerous nationali-
ties from the periphery of its empire assimi-

lated into Russian culture. When World War I 
broke out in 1914, Bruni volunteered and was 
eventually sent to a flight school. He became a 
hero pilot, earning a St. George’s Cross for ex-
ceptional bravery and flying skills. He learned 
enough about airplanes to become an engi-
neer and designer, working on early helicop-
ters and teaching at the Moscow Aviation In-
stitute.

During the 1930s, Bruni was repeatedly 
arrested and exiled, first on charges of espio-
nage and then, when he was ordained as an 
Orthodox priest, for his religious beliefs. He 
was executed in the gulag, and the fact that he 
had been a pioneer of Soviet aviation and had 
fought for the Reds during the Civil War 
didn’t help him. His wife and six children 
lived in exile, not learning about his fate until 
1956. Actually, they were never told that he 
had been shot, only that he died at a labor 
camp.

Bruni came of age in a country that had all 
the potential of becoming a leading world 
power. Why it decided to turn upon itself and 
destroy this enormous potential will probably 
always remain a mystery. Bruni was one of tens 
of thousands of brilliant, educated and accom-
plished young men who fell victim to Russia’s 
own criminal stupidity.

Alexei Bayer, a native Muscovite, is a New York-
based economist.

F R O M  A  S A F E  D I S T A N C E

From Silver Age to Stupidity

Alexei Bayer
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THE FINNISH HUMPPA BAND ELAKELAISET 

WILL PLAY ITS FIRST LOCAL GIG THIS 

WEEKEND. SEE PAGE 14.
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Sting will perform at the up-
coming St. Petersburg Interna-
t ional  Economic  Forum 
(SPIEF) in June. 

The announcement came 
f r o m  D e p u t y  G o v e r n o r 
Mikhail Oseyevsky via his 
Twitter account late last week, 
Fontanka reported.

“A great gift for residents!” 
Oseyevsky tweeted.

During the SPIEF, presi-
dents and oligarchs congregate 
while the city is largely blocked 
off by the police. 

Local residents will cer-
tainly be in need of some kind 
of gift due to the harassment 
they endure every year from 
officials, who close the roads, 
and the police, who refuse to 
let residents into districts near 
the SPIEF’s venues unless they 
can show a passport proving 
they are registered in the area.

In 2008, billionaire Roman 
Abramovich arrived at the fo-
rum in his luxury yacht, reported 
to be worth $300 million.

Abramovich came to Palace 
Square to enjoy a show by ex-
Pink Floyd member Roger Wa-
ters — reputed to be a harsh 
critic of capitalism — complete 
with the iconic Pink Floyd in-
flatable pig, which is seen as 
embodying capitalism.

Waters’ show was also 
broadly advertized as a gift to 
St. Petersburg from the SPIEF, 
though Waters said he knew 
nothing about the forum. Local 
organizers denied Waters’ 
words, saying that all the infor-
mation had been sent to the 
singer long before the show. 

Unlike Waters, Sting is not 
hiding the circumstances of the 
concert, proudly announcing that 
it is “the opening of the 15th St. 
Petersburg International Eco-
nomic Forum at Palace Square 
in St. Petersburg, Russia.”

Nor does he need to be coy. 
Sting’s reputation has been odi-
ous since the news of his No-
vember 2009 secret gig for Gul-
nara Karimova, the daughter 
and heir of Uzbek dictator Is-
lam Karimov, was leaked to the 
press in February 2010.

Sting, who is believed to 
have been paid between $1.5 
million and $3 million for the 
gig, told The Guardian that he 
thought the show in Tashkent 
had been organized by UNI-
CEF. UNICEF said this was 
not the case.

“Dictatorship” was how 
Mariya Lyubicheva, the singer 
with the electro-punk band 
Barto, described the current 
Russian political regime when 
speaking in Smolensk late last 
week. 

While there, she found time 
to speak in support of the im-
prisoned local political activist 
Taisiya Osipova. Osipova has 
been imprisoned for alleged 
drug possession since Novem-
ber when she was seized by 
counter-extremism Center E 
operatives.

Few people believe that 
Osipova, who suffers from dia-
betes, was actually in posses-
sion of drugs. Planting illegal 
substances or ammunition on 
people is said to be common 
practice to crush dissent in the 
Russian provinces.

Lyubicheva herself was un-
der investigation by Center E 
for six months for a song line 
that mentioned “burning police 
cars.” In Smolensk, she dedi-
cated this song — called “Go-
tov” (Ready) — to Osipova.

— By Sergey Chernov

CHERNOV’S CHOICE

By Sergey Chernov
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

Elakelaiset (Pensioners) is the band 
responsible for resurrecting Finnish 
pre-war “humppa” music — which be-
fore them was loved only by old men in 
Finland — and making it popular in its 
native country and beyond. They take 
Nirvana’s “Smells Like Teen Spirit” 
and turn it into “Smells Like Humppa” 
or make “Jaakarihumppa” (Infantry 
Soldier Humppa) out of Europe’s “The 
Final Countdown.”

Formed as a side project of Kumi-
kameli, a hardcore punk/metal band, 
the musicians take nicknames based on 
their mothers’ maiden names, dress in 
old suits picked up at flea markets and 
get the audience dancing with their 
200-beats-per-minute humppa songs.

Singer and guitarist Jarmo “Toppo” 
Koponen, known in Elakelaiset as 
Onni Waris, spoke to The St. Peters-
burg Times by phone ahead of the 
group’s first local concert this week-
end.

What was the idea of the band and 
how did it start?

Elakelaiset was founded in 1993, so 
we are about 18 years old. We were 
playing as Kumikameli, another band, 
and we were at a bar one night when the 
owner said we could drink as much as 
we wanted. So we drank like maniacs 
and at some point in the night we started 
to jam, and we were too drunk to play 
anything but blues and humppa!

The next day we started to think, 
“How about forming a band that 
dresses like old people and makes 
humppa versions of rock and roll clas-
sics? 

That started the whole thing. The 
first gig was the same summer at the 
Provinssirock festival. We invented the 
band in May, and the first gig was in 
June. 

So you came up with a full reper-
toire in one month?

We forgot all about Elakelaiset, and 
when Provinssirock was approaching, 
we started discussing it. “OK, I’ve 
made this version of Led Zeppelin’s 
‘Living Loving Maid.’” And my friend 
said, “I’ve made a version of [Europe’s] 
‘The Final Countdown,’ and another 
guy said, “I’ve made a version of The 
Clash’s ‘Should I Stay or Should I Go.’ 

Then we started playing and noticed 
that it sounded stupid when we played 
in a normal lineup — two guitars, bass 
and drums — so we changed instru-
ments, and I kind of lost the competi-
tion and was forced to play the key-
boards, which I had never ever played 
before. 

It was supposed to be a joke for one 
summer only; we would play Provins-
sirock and some other festivals and kill 
the project in the autumn. 

But people wanted more and more, 
so we revived it for a few years, and 
then committed suicide again. We 
killed the band twice, in 1993 and 1996 
I think, and in 2007 we had the whole 
year off, because it’s a hard and dan-
gerous game, because everything is 
based on drinking.

We always drink like maniacs and 
then we break instruments and our-
selves — hands and legs and heads, and 
somebody’s always covered in ban-
dages or in hospital. So we had to take 
those breaks to survive from the curse 
of humppa.

What’s the history of humppa?
It’s pre-war music. I’ve been read-

ing all these books about the history of 
Finnish music, jazz and things like that, 
and after the swing era, in the 1920s or 
something like that, Finnish musicians 
made their own version with their own 
instruments, which were accordion and 
violin and things like that from Ameri-
can jazz music, and it mutated into 
humppa and jenka, which is like 
humppa, but a bit slower.

So [the Finns] made a hillbilly ver-
sion of American jazz, and that became 
jenka and humppa.

It’s old people’s music here. That’s 
the whole idea of the band — it means 
“old people” or “pensioners.” So we 
dress like old people and play old peo-
ple’s music, but the music is cover ver-
sions of rock and roll classics.

How do you come up with the lyr-
ics?

The lyrics are mostly stories about 
old people’s lifestyles. When we formed 
the band, we were all in our thirties 
and had no idea about how old people 
lived. We thought their life was all 
about taking medicines and having dif-
ficulties with getting an erection, and 
alcohol, and things like that. All the 
songs were about that, and they’re still 

almost the same, but slowly, as we our-
selves  are getting older, the lyrics have 
changed a bit. We now make fun of 
how old people are treated in Finland 
— because they are treated very badly.

Old people and veterans are put in 
old people’s homes and all their rela-
tives forget about them there and try to 
get their money. So we mix these funny 
alcohol stories with this darker side of 
old people’s lives.

In Russia, Finland is seen as a so-
cial paradise.

No. If you have a good job, then 
you are OK. A lot of my friends have 
fallen through the cracks of the Finnish 
social  system. They are unem-
ployed, and unable to study more or 
change their occupation. A lot of my 
friends are in their forties, and they are 
pensioners because of mental problems 
or an injured mouse hand or injured 
neck from sitting all day, so it’s not a 
paradise.

How do you choose your songs?
The process of choosing the humppa 

songs was very easy when we were un-
known. We got permission to use the 
translations quite easily. So we wrote 
Finnish lyrics, the “humppa lyrics,” and 
then we translated them into English 
and then we sent those to copyright 
owners, and waited for a “yes” or 
“no.”

But now we have grown bigger, the 
record companies know how we treat 
the songs, like Bon Jovi or Iggy Pop. 
It’s getting more and more difficult, be-
cause the original artists think that we  
are making fun of them and trying to 
make them look ridiculous, and it’s 
very hard to get permission for their 
songs.

When we made our last full album, 
“Humppa United,” which has 15 songs, 
we translated more than 70 songs and 
got permission for only 19, of which we 
recorded 16. It was the same problem 
with “Humppasirkus,” the album be-
fore that.

At the moment we’re trying desper-
ately to make a new album, and I think 
there’s more than 80 songs in circula-
tion. We’re trying to get translation 
permission through Scandinavian com-
panies, and our German record com-
pany is also trying to get permission 
through companies in Germany, 
France and England. It’s very difficult.

The songs come all the time. We lis-
ten to the radio, or a guy might send me 
some links, like: “Edwyn Collins’ ‘A 
Girl Like You’ is a perfect song for 
humppa” or “A-Ha’s ‘Take on Me’ 
would be a nice song.” So I write the 
lyrics and then translate them, then we 
try to get permission. 

It could be our favorite song, like 
Deep Purple’s “Burn” or “Smoke on 
the Water,” or it could be a song that 
we totally hate, like “Barbie Girl.” 
Even a shitty song can make a very 
good humppa version. It’s just pure 
luck if it works.

So we have to have a lot of songs to 
get good ones.

Does that mean that a lot of your 
work remains unrecorded?

Yes. We used to record the songs 
and then try to get permission. And we 
had a situation when we almost made a 
double album called “Speed of Sound” 
and couldn’t release it.

But luckily someone leaked it onto 
a torrent network. It has some of the 
best songs we’ve ever recorded — like 
R.E.M.’s “Man on the Moon,” the Ra-
mones’ “Pet Sematary” and AC/DC’s 
“Thunderstruck” — but never offi-
cially released. So after that we de-
cided, “First we get the permission, and 
then we get the studio and try to make 
the songs work.”

But can you perform those songs in 
concert?

We can perform some, but not all of 
them. We got some nays, like “Ameri-
can Jesus,” a Bad Religion song, that 
we used to play all the time but got a 
letter saying that we are not allowed to 
perform this song anywhere.

Another funny situation was when 
we made Scorpions’ “The Wind of 
Change.” Our version was “Sauer-
krauthumppa” which was about prob-
lems after eating a lot of sauerkraut, 
like farting and things like that. We got 
a letter saying that we are not allowed 
to record it or play it ever: Forget the 
song totally.

Of course, we performed it at the 
first concert of our German tour, and 
their lawyer was at the gig and they 
tried to sue us. But luckily we’re all vir-
tual characters. Onni Varis, which is 
me in Elakelaiset, does not exist. We’re 
only make-believe persons.

But our German and Scandina-
vian record companies were in trou-
ble. If they had sued us, they would 
have gone down because of the huge 
sum of money they wanted from us. 
We got away with a very serious 
warning. “Don’t do anything like 
that again,” [they said]. “OK,” we 
lied, and we played the song every 
night.

You were one of the nominees to 
represent Finland in the Eurovision 
Song Contest last year. How did that 
happen?

A Finnish television company sent 
us an email asking whether we would 
be interested in trying to make the 
Eurovision Song Contest, and we said, 
“OK, we can do it,” and then we made 
this song called “Hulluna Humpasta,” 
stealing bits and pieces from here and 
there, and luckily we didn’t go 
through. We came third, which was 
perfect for us.

If we had gone through, we would 
have been in real trouble, with our 
banned songs and ripping off other art-
ists. It could have been a disaster for 
the whole band and the Eurovision sys-
tem.

It was very funny; people are very 
serious about this happening, but here 
it’s a kind of gayish joke. In Eurovision 
forums we were almost lynched, peo-
ple were threatening to pour ashes 
over their head and destroy their tele-
visions if we were chosen to represent 
the country.

Elakelaiset will perform on Satur-
day, May 7 at Zal Ozhidaniya, 118 
Naberezhnaya Obvodnogo Kanala. 
Tel. 333 1069. Metro Frunzenskaya / 
Baltiiskaya.
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Elakelaiset often has difficulty obtaining permission to perform its versions of rock classics.

The curse of humppa
Finnish humppa band Elakelaiset makes its local debut 
at Zal Ozhidaniya this weekend.
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By Joy Neumeyer
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MOSCOW — In May 
2009, Lena De Winne 
stood on a barren 
steppe in Baikonur, 
Kazakhstan, as she 

watched her husband, Belgian astro-
naut Frank De Winne, launch into 
space. Struggling to remain the com-
posed wife amid cameras and a crowd 
of observers, she alighted on an unex-
pected source of emotional support: 
1980s power ballad “The Final Count-
down,” which she played on her iPod 
as the shuttle disappeared into the at-
mosphere.

“I created for myself an alternative 
reality, because if you take it too seri-
ously, you can go completely crazy,” 
she said.

Russia’s recent celebrations com-
memorating the 50th anniversary of 
Yury Gagarin’s first human spaceflight 
gave little hint of the wives who watch 
astronauts back on Earth. According 
to De Winne, women’s absence from 
the most recent reprisal of the coun-
try’s love affair with cosmonautics is 
unsurprising. As she recounts in her 
new book “My Countdown: The Story 
Behind My Husband’s Space Flight,” 
the Russian space program has long 
failed to take into account the human 
relationships that ground cosmic 
achievements.

“In the Russian space tradition 
women aren’t welcomed. They’re mar-
ginally tolerated,” she said. Frank De 
Winne’s flight marked the first time 
that wives were allowed to attend the 
launch at Baikonur.

The book is the first time an astro-
naut’s wife has opened up about her 
experiences.

“No one has ever shared these im-
pressions, no one had the strength for 
it,” said Yulia Romanenko, who is mar-
ried to Frank’s crewmate Roman Ro-
manenko. “[The wives] always lived 
through this in a very small group and 
didn’t want to share those worries they 
had to encounter during their hus-
bands’ flight.”

Even astronauts themselves haven’t 
always been privy to their wives’ per-
spectives. “I understood the worries of 
our relatives and dear ones … but it 
was a male point of view,” said Gen-
nady Padalka, another of Frank’s crew-
mates.

Lena, who grew up in Moscow, 
didn’t plan on marrying a man whose 
job involved periodic stints away from 
Earth. “I’m not a space fan. I haven’t 

been since the age of 7,” she said. At 
that time, like all her school friends, 
she idolized the Soviet Union’s space 
program and its great hero, Gagarin. 
She went on to earn a master’s degree 
in electrical engineering at Moscow’s 
Power Engineering University, and 
later an MBA in the Netherlands and a 
Ph.D. in psychology in the United 
States.

She met Frank in 2000 at the Eu-
ropean Space Agency in Holland, 
where she was working as an inter-
preter. She tends to shrug off the aura 
of celebrity surrounding her hus-
band’s profession, which brings fre-
quent requests for autographs and 
eager questions of how astronauts 
urinate in space.

“It’s an industry like any other,” 
she said. “They are intelligent peo-
ple, they’re focused people, they’re 
capable people, they’re healthy peo-
ple, but they’re humans neverthe-
less.”

After all, Frank “can fix computers, 
but he can’t change a roll of toilet pa-
per,” she said.

For Lena the idea of shedding light 
on her and fellow wives’ experiences 
came as she video-chatted with her 
husband one day while he was on 
board the International Space Station. 
As she complained about a writing 
project she was working on, Frank’s 
crewmate Bob Thirsk “floated by” the 
screen and suggested that she try writ-
ing about the mission.

“And you don’t say ‘no’ to an astro-
naut in space,” she said.

Lena notes that being married to 
an astronaut is not necessarily the 
most difficult of “long-suffering 
spouse” positions. “To my mind [be-
ing the wife of] a submarine captain is 
much worse, because they disappear 
for six months and you can’t even be 
in touch.” During his mission, Frank 
says he and Lena talked on the phone 
“several times a day,” in addition to 

once-weekly family videoconferences 
and e-mails.

Video also allowed the crew and 
their families to enjoy morale-boost-
ing events such as a call with actor 
Patrick Stewart, stalwart captain of 
the Starship Enterprise on the televi-
sion series “Star Trek.” But frequent 
communication brought its own diffi-
culties.

For some of the crew’s wives, daily 
routines served as the best antidote to 
fear or loneliness. “The thing is, I have 
two children, so I had no time to miss 
[Roman]. I also have an interesting 
job,” said Yulia Romanenko, who 
heads the economic planning depart-
ment at Star City.

But no spouse could fully relax until 
the entire mission had been completed. 
For Yulia, the most worrisome moment 
of the voyage was the landing, which 
her husband told her was “the most 
crucial moment”: “My heart simply 
jumped out of my chest.”

For Lena, the most difficult experi-
ence was not takeoff or landing, but 
the disregard she says the families re-
ceived from Russian authorities in the 
days before the launch. At Baikonur, 
the couples were housed in different 
hotels and allowed little contact be-
yond stiff news conferences. Officials 
justify such separation as a necessary 
precaution against germs and distrac-
tion, but in the book Lena likens it to 
“emotional rape.”

“The whole attitude towards fami-
lies is that it’s something to the side,” 
she said. “According to the Russian 
mentality, they’re all heroes, and when 
you’re a hero you need to suffer.”

Lena and Yulia see wives’ recent at-
tendance at Baikonur as a hopeful sign 
that Russia is beginning to acknowl-
edge the earthly women behind its cos-
mic idols.

“Maybe in the future we’ll even be 
able to live together,” Yulia said, laugh-
ing. “But there’s little chance of that.”

Life as an astronaut’s wife
A new book reveals the place assigned to the wives of men who devote their lives to exploring the final frontier.
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Lena De Winne (l) and Yulia Romanenko, both married to astronauts, are pictured in the simulator of the Soyuz space vehicle. 

By Michele A. Berdy

Вход: entrance, door, input, 
admission

Вход (entrance) and выход (exit) are 
crucial words to know and among the 
first we foreigners master in Russia.

In the earliest stages of my Rus-
sian language acquisition, I recall be-
ing aggrieved that the words were 
deceptively similar, distinguished 
from one another solely by the little 
squiggle of the letter “ы.” This was 
after I misread them at a metro sta-
tion, and the ВЫХОД door I was try-
ing to enter was smashed smartly in 
my face by a flood of departing pas-
sengers.

Pain is a great motivator. I never 
made that mistake again.

Like many common Russian words, 
вход and выход have multiple mean-
ings that English conveys with a vari-
ety of words. To start with the basics, 
вход, from the verb входить (to enter), 
is any kind of door or entryway. It may 
be useful to know that what English-
speakers call the front door is входная 
дверь, but a back door is either чёрный 
or служебный вход. If you live in a fan-
cier place than I do, your front door 
might be парадный вход (formal en-
trance), which is also the term used for 
the main or grand entrance to a the-
ater or public building.

It’s very important to know that the 
ubiquitous вход воспрещён sign means 
“no admittance” or “no trespassing.” 
Its lengthier version, посторонним 
вход воспрещён is usually rendered as 
“no admittance to unauthorized per-

sonnel” in English. I take issue with 
the standard metro sign нет входа (lit-
erally, “no entrance”). It doesn’t sound 
categorical enough. If I were queen of 
the metro, I’d paint big ВЫХОД signs 
on the door, to be mentally translated 
as “exit only.”

Вход also refers to admission or 
entry to a place. In English, we ask: 
How much do tickets cost? In Rus-
sian you might ask: Сколько стоит 
вход? (How much is admission?)

There are lots of ways to get into a 
place in Russian: вход платный (there 
is an admission fee), вход свободный 
or бесплатный (entrance is free of 
charge), or вход по билетам (admis-
sion by ticket), по приглашениям (by 
invitation), по пропускам (by pass or 
employee/state ID), or строго по 
паспорту (only by passport).

If you’re trying to get into a night-
club, in addition to фейс-контроль 
(face control) and дресс-код (dress 
code), you might be asked to pay 
плата за вход (cover charge).

On the computer, your e-mail 
program has directories for входящие 
and исходящие сообщения (incoming 
and outgoing messages). In the real 
world of offices, these files are often 
notebooks marked входящая and исхо-
дящая with the word корреспонденция 
(correspondence) understood. In 
English, these all might be referred to 
as the inbox and outbox. In the virtual 
world, after typing in your логин (login) 
and пароль (password) you hit a button 
labeled вход or войти. This is called 
вход для зарегистрированных пользо-
вателей, which in English is usually 
“for registered users only.”

Вход is also used to describe any 
kind of arrival or entrance. When 
translating, it’s often easier to turn the 
Russian noun вход into an English 
verbal phrase. Some entrances are 
risky, like вход на рынок новой фирмы 
(a new firm getting into the market). 
Some are delusional, like this not-so-
grammatically correct claim: Возмо-
жен вход войск НАТО и США в Турк-
менистан под предлогом блокады 
Ирана (NATO and U.S. troops might 
be deployed in Turkmenistan under 
the pretext of a blockade of Iran).

Oh, wait — maybe I just entered 
an alternative reality.

Michele A. Berdy, a Moscow-based 
translator and interpreter, is author of 
“The Russian Word’s Worth” (Glas), 
a collection of her columns.

the word’s  worth

No Pain, No Exit
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Seventeen years on the shelf
Yury Kara’s film adaptation of ‘Master and Margarita’ is released 17 years after filming finished.

By Alexander Bratersky
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Before the 
premiere of “Master 
and Margarita,” the ac-
tors who starred in the 
first big screen version 

of the once-banned Mikhail Bulgakov 
novel observed a moment of silence.

They were paying respect to a num-
ber of their fellow artists, such as So-
viet great Mikhail Ulyanov who played 
Pontius Pilate in the film, who had died 
in the 17 years between its filming in 
1994 and its release last month.

Those 17 years in hiding have given 
the film an air of mystery — even if the 
reason for the long delay was, banally, 
director Yury Kara’s conflict with the 
producers — and its release was much 
awaited by critics and the actors them-
selves.

“I got used to the fact that this film 
would never appear on the screen, and 
you can’t return the past,” said Igor 
Vernik, who played the Judas figure. 
“There’s something unbelievable in 
what has happened. Something that 
disappeared, like water into sand, has 
returned.”

“It’s like the famous saying in the 
novel that ‘manuscripts don’t burn,’” 
said Vernik, who was 28 when he 
started making the film.

Bulgakov’s novel, a satire that tells 
of the devil’s visit to atheistic 1930s 
Moscow, interspersed with the tale of 
Pontius Pilate and Christ, circulated in 
samizdat in Soviet times, and could 
never have been filmed.

Kara’s was the first attempt, and the 
long delay in its release has had local 
newspapers speculating about a curse 
connected to the film.

Critics have not been kind to Kara’s 
film, saying it is kitschy with uncon-
vincing special effects and often crude 
scenes. The nudity had one critic com-
paring Kara to Italian erotic film direc-
tor Tinto Brass.

“In the beginning of his career, Kara 
was a very strong director who was 
able to make decent Soviet films. But 
things he does now are just below the 
understanding of a human being,” said 
Kommersant film critic Mikhail Trofi-
menkov.

Kara made his reputation with 
“There Was a War Tomorrow,” about 
schoolgirls finding out about Stalinist 
repressions on the eve of World War II, 
which came out in 1987. His trashy 
gangster saga “Thieves-in-Law,” added 

to his fame even if it was called “kitsch” 
by critics.

A 2005 television version of “Mas-
ter and Margarita” by Vladimir 
Bortko, who made the successful ver-
sion of Bulgakov’s “Heart of a Dog” 

is the only other Russian attempt to 
film the book. It was also panned by 
critics.

Kara’s film has, however, been 
praised for gathering together a crew 
of stars. Margarita is played by Anasta-

sia Vertinskaya, daughter of the fa-
mous singer Alexander Vertinsky and 
former wife of Nikita Mikhalkov. Com-
poser Alfred Schnittke wrote the 
soundtrack, his last one before he died 
in 1998.

And many have seen it as a view 
into the Russian 1990s. A Vedomosti 
critic wrote that if there were a time 
when the book could have been filmed 
then that was the time.

Actors who took part in the film 
said it had an influence on them 
even if it only came out in the next 
century.

Nikolai Burlyayev, who plays Ye-
shua in the film, is now a noted sup-
porter of the Russian Orthodox 
Church.

“This role was like a gift of life for 
me,” Burlyayev told Komsomolskaya 
Pravda before the premiere.

Burlyayev did note that he wouldn’t 
let his kids see the film, and critics have 
picked out the infamous Voland’s Ball, 
where Hitler and Stalin look-alikes ap-
pear with lots of nudes, as particularly 
kitsch.

One scene, however, that did get 
approval at the premiere was when one 
of the main characters, Ivan Bezdomny, 
played by the now famous actor Sergei 
Garmash, is trying to get into the 
Kremlin, screaming, “The beasts are 
living here!”

FOR SPT  

Yury Kara’s 1994 film gathered a selection of the best actors of that time.
FOR SPT  

Bulgakov’s novel alternates between atheistic Soviet Russia and Biblical Judea.

By Anna Malpas

Last week, someone planted 
explosive devices on the set 
of the long-running reality 
show “Dom-2” in a bizarre 
incident that was the most 

serious in the show’s seven-year his-
tory.

Contestants are supposed to “build 
their love” on the show by getting to-
gether with each other. At the same 
time, they are halfheartedly building a 
house that will be the main prize. The 
show is routinely condemned by State 
Duma deputies and conservative 
groups as a corrosive influence on the 
nation’s youth.

Early on Sunday morning, security 
guards found a backpack filled with ex-
plosives on the set’s perimeter fence. It 
went off, seriously injuring one of the 
guards. Police later found a second un-
exploded device.

The show continues to air, albeit 
with heightened security precautions. 
Despite the cameras filming the con-
testants day and night, no one has yet 
been charged with the attack.

The tabloids soon named as a sus-
pect a man from Novokuznetsk in Si-

beria, theorizing that he was obsessed 
with the show and had been turned 
down as a contestant.

Komsomolskaya Pravda wrote that 
the man, Sergei Lyapin, 38, was a 

junkie “hooked” on the show. It said he 
auditioned for the show in the winter 
but was rejected.

Lifenews.ru quoted a Novokuznetsk 
police spokeswoman speculating that 

Lyapin “got mad” after being turned 
away.

But after his reputation had been 
shredded by the tabloids, investigators 
said Lyapin was only being questioned 
as a witness.  

More complex theories floating 
around involved two current contes-
tants on the show: a “black” wizard and 
a diet guru.

Moskovsky Komsomolets surmised 
that Lyapin may have been in love with 
Inna Volovicheva, a contestant since 
2009, who has written a book on her 
dramatic weight loss.

In an extraordinary synopsis, 
“Dom-2’s” web site says Volovicheva 
went into the show hoping that a con-
testant who is a “white wizard” could 
lift a spell jinxing her love life. But then 
she began an affair with another con-
testant, who is a “black wizard” called 
Vladislav Kadoni. Their on-and-off re-
lationship hit a rough patch recently 
after he had cosmetic surgery to in-
crease his penis to 30 centimeters long.

Other rumors discussed on the In-
ternet included a possible gay relation-
ship between Lyapin and the black wiz-
ard, Lenta.ru news web site wrote, cit-
ing a forum for fans.

In a more banal explanation, jour-
nalists found a letter posted on a forum 
in which Lyapin apparently complained 
of ill-treatment by “Dom-2’s” security 
guards.

With its grainy footage and endless 
discussions of relationships, “Dom-2” 
is an acquired taste, although its fans 
say it is soothing and an escape from 
politics.

In 2009, “Dom-2” lost a court case 
brought by a group of conservative view-
ers who said it had “erotic” content and 
should be aired only after 11 p.m. Its al-
ready high ratings reportedly went up.

Not surprisingly given the enormous 
stream of contestants passing through 
— some only for days — the show has 
been involved in numerous crime in-
vestigations over the years.

In 2005, a fraudster wanted for a 
real estate scam went on the show as a 
contestant, only to be recognized by 
the victim and arrested.

In more grim incidents, in 2008 a 
former contestant was found strangled 
on a roadside outside Moscow. Last 
year one ex-contestant was stabbed to 
death and another was arrested after 
allegedly trying to sell African women 
as prostitutes.

in  the spot l ight

Explosive Reality TV

ALEXANDER BELENKY / SPT 

Actors from Yury Kara’s adaptation pose at the press screening of the film in St. Petersburg back in January. 
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S T A G E S

wednesday, may 4

ballet
The Magic Nut Donvena Pandoursky 
choreographs Mikhail Shemyakin’s take on 
elements of the Nutcracker story. Mariinsky 
Theater

thursday, may 5

ballet
La Bayadere Marius Petipa’s choreography set 
to Ludwig Minkus’ score tells a tragic love story 
of a bayadera, or professional dancer, in India, 
punished for her love of a warrior destined to 
marry the king’s daughter. Mariinsky Theater 
Swan Lake The Theater of Russian Ballet 
performs Tchaikovsky’s romantic classic. 
Hermitage Theater, 7.30 p.m.

opera
 PREMIERE!  Le Nozze di Figaro Alexander 
Petrov directs Mozart’s classic four-act comic 
opera based on Pierre Augustin de 
Beaumarchais’ witty play about the tangled 
events leading up to the planned marriage of 
Figaro and Susanna. Mariinsky Theater

concert
Yevgeny Finkelshtein Guitar Recital Wise, 
Zamboni, de Vise, Dowland, Forqueray, Sor, 
Marais. Shostakovich Philharmonic, Maly Hall

friday, may 6

opera
Madame Butterfly Mariusz Trelinski’s 2005 
staging of Puccini’s tragic opera about an 

American soldier who leaves his Japanese 
wife. Libretto by Luigi Illica and Giuseppe 
Giacosa, after David Belasco’s stage version 
of a magazine story by John Luther Long. 
Conductor Valery Gergiev. Mariinsky Theater
Yevgeny Onegin Yury Alexandrov directs 
Tchaikovsky’s opera based on Pushkin’s novel 
in verse. Conducted by Vadim Afanasyev. 
St. Petersburg Opera

concert
Symphony Music Gershwin, Mulligan, 
Bernstein, Piazzolla. Philharmonic Academy 
Symphony Orchestra. Conductor and soloist 
Federico Mondelci (saxophone, Italy). 
Shostakovich Philharmonic, Grand Hall
Jane Parker-Smith Organ Recital (U.K.) 

Bach, Krebs, Franck, Landman, Liszt, Vierne, 
Guilmant. Mariinsky Theater Concert Hall, 
37 Ul. Dekabristov 
Piano Music Bach, Buzoni, Liszt, Ravel, 
Rachmaninov. Soloists Tatyana Zagorovskaya, 
Irina Dichkovskaya, Violetta Khachikyan, Oleg 
Vainshtein, Alexander Leskov, Stanislav 
Chigadayev. Rimsky-Korsakov Conservatory 
Theater, Small Hall
Choral Music Glinka College Boys choir. 
Art director Vasily Grachev. Cappella

saturday, may 7

ballet
 PREMIERE!  Shurale Leonid Jacobson’s ballet 
set to Farid Yarullin’s music based on motifs 
from Tatar folk tales. Mariinsky Theater, 8 p.m. 
The Nutcracker Nikolai Boyarchikov 
choreographs Tchaikovsky’s Christmas favorite, 
based on E.T.A. Hoffmann’s tale. Rimsky-
Korsakov Conservatory Theater, 7.30 p.m.

opera
 PREMIERE!  Ariadne auf Naxos After his 
successful productions of “La Traviata” and 
“Samson et Dalila” at the Mariinsky, the 
French director Charles Roubaud  stages 
Richard Strauss’ theatrical opera of 1912, 
which examines contrasting philosophies 
about the nature of love. Mariinsky Theater 
Concert Hall, 37 Ul. Dekabristov
Peter the Great Yury Alexandrov directs the 
modern-day premiere of an opera by Donizetti 
about the founder of St. Petersburg. The opera 
was thought to be lost after originally premiering 
in Venice in 1815. St. Petersburg Opera

concert
Chamber Music Cappella Chamber 
Orchestra Club Tango Orquesta. Art director 
Alexander Mitenev. Soloists Alexander Mitenev 
(bandoneon), Vladimir Kirsanov (guitar). 
Shostakovich Philharmonic, Maly Hall
Symphony Music Dunayevsky, Glinka, 
Brahms, Dvorak, Khachaturyan, Shostakovich, 
Blanter, Soloviev-Sedoj. Philharmonic Concert 
Orchestra. Conductor Nikolai Krotman. Soloist 

Lev Klychkov (violin). Shostakovich 
Philharmonic, Grand Hall
Mikhail Mishenko Organ Recital Bach. 
Maltiyskaya Cappella, 26 Sadovaya UI. 
Tel. 498 0669
Orthodox Music Minsk St. Yelizavetinsky 
Monastery Holiday Choir (Belarus). Cappella

sunday, may 8

ballet
 PREMIERE!  Shurale Leonid Jacobson’s ballet 
set to Farid Yarullin’s music based on motifs 
from Tatar folk tales. Mariinsky Theater, 
11.30 a.m. 
Swan Lake The Theater of Russian Ballet 
performs Tchaikovsky’s romantic classic. 
Hermitage Theater, 7.30 p.m.
Swan Lake Tchaikovsky’s signature ballet, 
choreographed by Marius Petipa and Lev 
Ivanov, and performed by the St. Petersburg 
Theater of Classical Ballet. Rimsky-Korsakov 
Conservatory Theater, 7.30 p.m.

opera
May Night Part of a festival marking two 
centuries since the birth of Nikolai Gogol. 
Conductor Tugan Sokhiyev. Mariinsky Theater, 
Concert Hall, 11.30 a.m.
 PREMIERE!  Le Nozze di Figaro Alexander 
Petrov directs Mozart’s classic four-act comic 
opera based on Pierre Augustin de 
Beaumarchais’ witty play about the tangled 
events leading up to the planned marriage of 
Figaro and Susanna. Mariinsky Theater

concert
Dedicated to Victory Day Cappella Choir 
and Symphony Orchestra. Conductor Vladislav 
Chernushenko. Maltiyskaya Cappella, 
26 Sadovaya UI. Tel. 498-0669, 2 p.m.
Dedicated to Victory Day Cappella Choir 
and Symphony Orchestra. Conductor Vladislav 
Chernushenko. Maltiyskaya Cappella, 
26 Sadovaya UI. Tel. 498-0669, 4 p.m.

monday, may 9

ballet
The Young Lady and the Hooligan. 

Leningrad Symphony. Without Music by 
Shostakovich, Chopin. Choreographers 
Konstantin Boyarsky, Igor Belsky, Benjamin 
Millepied. Conductor Boris Gruzin. Mariinsky 
Theater 
Swan Lake Tchaikovsky’s signature ballet, 
choreographed by Marius Petipa and Lev 
Ivanov, and performed by the St. Petersburg 
Theater of Classical Ballet. Rimsky-Korsakov 
Conservatory Theater, 7.30 p.m.

concert
Choral Music Cappella Choir and Symphony 
Orchestra. Conductor Vladislav Chernushenko. 

Reciters Anna Fomicheva, Alexei Yemelyanov.  
Cappella, 3 p.m.
War Songs Andreyev Academy Russian 
Orchestra. Conductor Dmitry Khokhlov. Mariinsky 
Theater Concert Hall, 37 Ul. Dekabristov 
Vocal Evening Oleg Pogudin and his ensemble. 
Shostakovich Philharmonic, Grand Hall
Bayan Music Smirnov bayan orchestra. 
Conductors Yury Smirnov, Vladimir Smirnov. 
Cappella, 7 p.m.
Vocal Music Russian Concert Orchestra. 
Conductor Vladimir Popov. Soloist Nikolai 
Kopylov (baritone). Shostakovich 
Philharmonic, Maly Hall
Songs and Verses About the War 

St. Petersburg Cappella choir, orchestra and 
soloists. Conductor Vladislav Chernushenko. 
Reciters Anna Fomicheva & Alexei Yemelyanov. 
Maltiyskaya Cappella, 26 Sadovaya UI. 
Tel. 498-0669, 3 p.m.
Bayan Music Smirnov bayan orchestra. 
Conductors Yury Smirnov & Vladimir Smirnov. 
Maltiyskaya Cappella, 26 Sadovaya UI. 
Tel. 498 0669, 7 p.m.
Choral Music St. Petersburg children’s choral 
collective. Art director Gribkov. Museum 
Monument to the Heroic Defenders of 
Leningrad, Ploshchad Pobedy. M. Moskovskaya. 
Tel. 371-2951, 373-6563, 12 a.m.
Choral Music The October Railways Choir of 
War and Labor veterans. Art director Konarev. 
Museum Monument to the Heroic Defenders 
of Leningrad, Ploshchad Pobedy. 
M. Moskovskaya. Tel. 371 2951, 373 6563, 3 p.m.
To Victory Day Zhemchuzhinka choir of 
Russian Songs. Art director Zhuravskaya. 
Museum Monument of the Heroic Defenders 
of Leningrad, Ploshchad Pobedy. 
M. Moskovskaya. Tel. 371 2951, 373 6563, 
5.30 p.m.

tuesday, may 10

concert
Choral Music Bortnyansky, Vedel, Degtyarev, 
Rachmaninov. Mariinsky Theater Choir. Principal 
choirmaster Andrei Petrenko. Mariinsky Theater 
Concert Hall, 37 Ul. Dekabristov 
Symphony Music Banevich, Petrov, Tishenko, 
Slonimsky. Philharmonic Academy Symphony 
Orchestra. Conductor Vladimir Altshuler. Soloists 
Mikhail Krutik (violin), Igor Uryash, Nikolai 
Mazhara (both – piano). House of Composers, 
45 Bolshaya Morskaya Ul., tel. 312 2564
Organ Music Cage, Feldman, Moran, Hamilton. 
Soloist Ku-Im Lii (USA). Cappella, 7 p.m.
Dedicated to Victory Day Arts and cultural 
universities musical evening. Maltiyskaya 
Cappella, 26 Sadovaya UI. Tel. 498 0669

wednesday, may 11

ballet
Don Quixote Alexander Gorsky’s spectacular 

version of the ballet based on Cervantes’ 
novel, set to a Spanish-flavored score by 
Ludwig Minkus. Mariinsky Theater

opera
 PREMIERE!  La Boheme Peter Feranec stages 
Puccini’s opera about life, love and death in 
Paris at the end of the 19th century. 
Mikhailovsky Theater

concert
Chamber Music Petrov, Matsiyevsky, 
Arkhimandritov, Svetlov, Moskayev, Veselov. 
Part of the St. Petersburg Musical Spring 
2011 festival. House of Composers, 
45 Bolshaya Morskaya Ul., tel. 312 2564
Symphony Music Respighi, Puccini. Mariinsky 
Theater Symphony Orchestra. Conductor 
Mikhail Agrest. St. Petersburg Chamber Choir. 
Art director Nikolai Kornev. Soloists Avgust 
Amonov (tenor), Alexander Gergalov (baritone), 
Yury Vorobyev (basso). Mariinsky Theater 
Concert Hall, 37 Ul. Dekabristov 
Choral Music Hertzen university choir. 
Maltiyskaya Cappella, 26 Sadovaya UI. 
Tel. 498-0669

G I G S

wednesday, may 4

rock, etc.
Dmitry Nazarychev Modern jazz. Chinese 
Pilot Jao Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. Tel. 273 7487; 
+7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.
Use Magnum/Opium Hip-hop. Dusche, 
50 Ligovsky Prospekt, Korpus 6. M: Ligovsky 
Prospekt. Tel. +7 (960) 246 4550. 8 p.m.
Tabu Na Kapris Indie. Fish Fabrique 
(Maly Zal), 53 Ligovsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 764 4857. 9 p.m.
Stars Burn Stripes/Kill the Rooster Punk. 
Flat, 28 Sadovaya Ulitsa. Tel. 310 0098, 
955 7409. 7 p.m.
Madera Urban folk. Zoccolo, 2/3 3-ya 
Sovetskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 274 9467. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
Calypso Blues Band Jazz dancing. Jazz 
Philharmonic Hall, 27 Zagorodny Prospekt. 
Tel. 764 8565, 764 9843. 7 p.m.
Olesya Yalunina and Jazzmeup Jazz songs. 
JFC Jazz Club, 33 Shpalernaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

thursday, may 5

rock, etc.
On-Moi/Childish Electro pop. Chinese Pilot 
Jao Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. Tel. 273 7487; 
+7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.
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Vesna

2 Konyushennaya Ploshchad

Tel: 913 4545

Open 11 a.m. to midnight 

(to 2 a.m. Friday and Saturday)

Menu in Russian and English

Dinner for two with alcohol: 3,670 rubles ($133)

Happily, whatever skepticism we 
had proved largely unfounded. On 
the whole, the food at Vesna lives 
up to the positive first impression 
created by its interior, which master-
fully combines intimacy and a ball-
room-like showiness. The latter trait 
comes mainly from the huge central 
ceiling lamp, which is in a style sug-
gestive of the Finnish designers Al-
var and Aino Aalto. The lamp hov-
ers over a small bar; the seating ar-
eas off to the side have a cozier feel, 
with divans instead of chairs against 
the walls and a few bookshelves 
here and there lined with pottery 
and old hardbacks. (The book selec-
tion is endearingly odd: one of the 
thick tomes put up for display is a 
19th-century German physiology 
book). 

The subtle lighting also contrib-
uted to the sense of intimacy. An-
other section in the rear is done in a 
very different style, with black-and-
white floor tiling, large candles on 
the walls, a fountain in the center of 
the room, and a view into the 
kitchen, which should please aspir-
ing chefs. Thought and care have 
gone into every corner of the space, 
which also features small, lovely 
touches like peonies outside the 
front door and in the windows. The 

By Jacob Gordon
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

St. Petersburg’s dining scene is fa-
mous — or infamous — for its many 
fusion restaurants. Food connois-
seurs tend to look down on the idea 
of mixing various national cuisines at 
random, and they have a point: Any 
given chef might be comfortable with 
either Duck a l’Orange or Peking 
Duck, but probably not both. Many 
St. Petersburg restaurants that at-
tempt to combine completely unre-
lated cuisines succeed with one but 
fail with the other. Scanning the 
menu at Vesna (Spring), an elegant 
eatery that offers various European 
and Russian dishes alongside Asian 
staples like spring rolls, just such 
considerations sprang to mind. Sus-
picions were enhanced by the pres-
ence of a large sushi section on the 
menu; the sheer volume of so-so su-
shi in St. Petersburg gets wearing af-
ter a while.

Fusion without the confusion
THE DISH

rada (780 rubles, $28), which came 
from a large selection of grilled 
dishes, was even better: The fish’s 
flavor was mild but pleasing, and 
was complemented perfectly by a 
cream sauce served on the side. 
Once again, its freshness was laud-
able, and the vinegary salad served 
on the side proved an effective con-
trast. 

Our Asian main course, the fried 
duck breast slices with vegetables, shi-
take mushrooms and cashew nuts 
marinated in soy and honey sauce 
with sesame seeds (590 rubles, $21.50), 
was also excellent. The soy and honey 
sauce saturated the whole dish with-
out turning it thick or greasy, and the 
meat was tender and flavorful, al-
though some might wish the fat had 
been removed.

Having been so impressed by 
our main dishes, we couldn’t resist 
ordering dessert, and — predictably 
— we weren’t disappointed. The 
fruit cheesecake (250 rubles, $9) 
was adorned with something that 
should be much more common in 
Russia than it is: fresh berries. The 
truffle cake (230 rubles, $8) was 
smooth and suitably decadent — a 
wonderful end to what was, on the 
whole, an intensely satisfying expe-
rience.

Fusion Frenzy

While dubious fusion restaurants 
seemed to reign supreme in the ‘90s, 
their number has now dwindled and their 
quality has generally improved. 

Okean  

 
Of St. Petersburg’s many fusion 
restaurants, this is one of the few to justify 
its potpourri of cuisines: Every country 
that has a coastline qualifies as a 
supplier. Unfortunately, this does not 
guarantee consistency, as the food ranges 
from delectable to disappointing. The 
restaurant’s location in a ship floating on 
the Neva likewise has its ups and downs.
14a Prospekt Dobrolyubova [next to 
Birzhevoi bridge]. Tel: 986 8600 

ParmaSushi

ParmaSushi offers Italian and Japanese 
cuisine under the same roof. It has an 
original, welcoming interior and absurdly 
fast service, but unfortunately, the heart 
of the restaurant falls flat. The Italian 
menu is a distracting conceit, while if 
one sticks to the Japanese side of the 
menu, the restaurant is simply just 
another decent sushi place in a sea of 
less expensive alternatives.
52/14 Nevsky Prospekt. Tel: 331 9090

Terrassa 

 
This rooftop restaurant on the top floor of 
the former Vanity fashion boutique offers 
a fusion menu that includes Italian, 
Georgian and Asian cuisine. It may be 
overpriced, but this place is more about 
style than substance, with great views of 
the city’s skyline.
3 Kazanskaya Ulitsa. Tel: 937 6837

THE GUIDE:

one caveat is the music playlist, 
which is set a shade too loud.

We decided to test the restaurant’s 
versatility by ordering both Euro-
pean and Asian dishes. As far as 
starters were concerned, the Asian 
one came out on top. The carpaccio 
of beef fillet with tomatoes, lettuce 
and curry sauce (360 rubles, $13) and 
the red tuna carpaccio with dried 
eggplants and sundried tomatoes 
(390 rubles, $14) were both ordinary: 
The beef and tuna were bland and 
flavorless, and though the curry sauce 
in the beef dish was appealing, the 
tuna carpaccio had no saving graces. 
The spring rolls with prawns and gin-
ger vegetables and Teriyaki sauce 
(390 rules, $14), on the other hand, 
were marvelous. The rolls were 
crunchy but not tough, the prawns 
fresh and tender, and the classic com-
bination of ginger and teriyaki 
proved particularly winning.

The main courses, in contrast, 
were all on the same (high) level. 
The salmon tornado baked in foil 
with mint, leeks and aniseed nectar 
(590 rubles, $21.50) was notable for 
the freshness of the fish, which had 
obviously been cooked in the herbs 
it was served with, and the inspired 
use of mint, rather than the ubiqui-
tous dill. The Mediterranean do-
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Indy/Venus Venus/Kofein Indie rock. 
Dusche, 50 Ligovsky Prospekt, Korpus 6. 
M: Ligovsky Prospekt. 
Tel. +7 (960) 246 4550. 8 p.m.
Dog’s Porno/Koffein/Seansy Nezhnosti 

Rock. Fish Fabrique (Nouvelle), 53 Ligovsky 
Prospekt. Tel. 764 4857. 9 p.m.

Simon Patterson Acoustic. Fish 
Fabrique (Maly Zal), 53 Ligovsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 764 4857. 9 p.m.
Whistler Electro acoustic, improvised, noise. 
GEZ-21 (Gallery of Experimental Sound), 
53 Ligovsky Prospekt. Tel. 764 5258. 8 p.m.
Avgust Rock. Jagger, 2 Ploshchad 
Konstitutsii. Tel. 923 1292. 8:30 p.m.
Vigilante Rock. Shum, 45 5-ya Sovetskaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 946 8969. 7 p.m.
The Art of SS/Orkestr Ritualnoi Muzyki/

Cyclofillydea and Nik Rok-n-roll Industrial, 
alternative. Zoccolo, 2/3 3-ya Sovetskaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 274 9467. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
Old New Generation Jazz classics. Jazz 
Philharmonic Hall, 27 Zagorodny Prospekt. 
Tel. 764 8565, 764 9843. 7 p.m.
Viktor Rapotikhin Crossover. JFC Jazz Club, 
33 Shpalernaya Ulitsa. Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

friday, may 6

rock, etc.
Keelhaul/Bruce Lamont/

Kusudama Metal, rock, hardcore. Arctica, 
38 Ulitsa Beringa. Tel. 952 4696. 7 p.m.
Vyacheslav Butusov and U-Piter Pop rock. 
Avrora Concert Hall, St. Petersburg Hotel, 
5/2 Pirogovskaya Naberezhnaya. 
Tel. 907 1917. 8 p.m.
Po Umolchaniyu Indie, pop rock. Chinese 
Pilot Jao Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. Tel. 273 7487; 
+7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.
At Daggers Drawn/The Rave/Volch Rock, 
metal, Dusche, 50 Ligovsky Prospekt, 
Korpus 6. M: Ligovsky Prospekt. 
Tel. +7 (960) 246 4550. 9 p.m.
Vasily K. Pop rock, experimental. Fish 
Fabrique (Nouvelle), 53 Ligovsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 764 4857. 9 p.m.
Cretin Boys/The Big Blocks/Riot Gang/

The Panders Punk. Flat, 28 Sadovaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. 310 0098, 955 7409. 7 p.m.

Princess Galaxy  Electro, new wave. 
Mod, 7 Naberezhnaya Kanala Griboyedova. 
Tel. 712 0734. 9 p.m.
Dizzy Jazz Funk. Shum, 45 5-ya Sovetskaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 946 8969. 7 p.m.

jazz & blues
Elvira Trafova and Pyotr Kornev Music 
from films, shows and musicals. Jazz 
Philharmonic Hall, 27 Zagorodny Prospekt. 
Tel. 764 8565, 764 9843. 7 p.m.
Easy Winners Ragtime Band Ragtime, 
cakewalk, early traditional jazz. JFC Jazz Club, 
33 Shpalernaya Ulitsa. Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

saturday, may 7

rock, etc.
Chyo Morale Pop rock, jazz, funk, Balkan 
folk. Chinese Pilot Jao Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. 
Tel. 273 7487; +7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.
Miami/Key D/Zavtrak Indie rock. Dusche, 
50 Ligovsky Prospekt, Korpus 6. M: Ligovsky 
Prospekt. Tel. +7 (960) 246 4550. 8 p.m.

Maria Gasolina/Trolleibus Indie pop. 
Fish Fabrique (Nouvelle), 53 Ligovsky 
Prospekt. Tel. 764 4857. 9 p.m.

Zorge Art rock. Griboyedov, 
2A Voronezhskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 764 4355, 
973 7273. 8 p.m.

The Incredible Staggers/The Types 

Rock and roll, garage rock, indie rock. Mod, 
7 Naberezhnaya Kanala Griboyedova. 
Tel. 712 0734. 8 p.m.

The American Dollar Post-rock, 
ambient. The Place, 47 Ul. Marshala 
Govorova. Tel. 331 9631. 8 p.m.
Bro Sound Funk soul. Shum, 45 5-ya 
Sovetskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 946 8969. 7 p.m.

Elakelaiset Humppa, jenkka, folk 
punk. Zal Ozhidaniya, 118 Naberezhnaya 
Obvodnogo Kanala. Tel. 333 1069. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
Konstantin Maminov Quintet Saxophone 
night. Jazz Philharmonic Hall, 27 Zagorodny 
Prospekt. Tel. 764 8565, 764 9843. 7 p.m.
Olga Ponomaryova Quintet Jazz songs. 
JFC Jazz Club, 33 Shpalernaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

sunday, may 8

rock, etc.
Zhenya Lyubich Indie pop. Chinese 

Pilot Jao Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. Tel. 273 7487; 
+7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.

Kod Indie rock, experimental. Fish 
Fabrique (Nouvelle), 53 Ligovsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 764 4857. 9 p.m.
Round Hills Grunge. Griboyedov, 

2A Voronezhskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 764 4355, 
973 7273. 8 p.m.

Karelian Spring Leo Sevets and Regi, 
Jousnen Jarved, Minnus Treligh, Gammeldans. 
Folk. Mod, 7 Naberezhnaya Kanala 
Griboyedova. Tel. 712 0734. 7 p.m.

jazz & blues
Leningrad Dixieland Band Jazz dancing. 
Jazz Philharmonic Hall, 27 Zagorodny 
Prospekt. Tel. 764 8565, 764 9843. 7 p.m.
Maria Art Quartet Saxophone night. 
Jazz Philharmonic Hall (Ellington Hall), 
27 Zagorodny Prospekt. Tel. 764 8565, 
764 9843. 8 p.m.
Igor Balakirev Quartet Pop jazz. JFC Jazz 
Club, 33 Shpalernaya Ulitsa. Tel. 272 9850. 
8 p.m.

monday, may 9

rock, etc.
Snimu v Kino/Prodam Royal Pop rock. 
Chinese Pilot Jao Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. 
Tel. 273 7487; +7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.
Segodnyanochyu Pop rock. Dusche, 
50 Ligovsky Prospekt, Korpus 6. M: Ligovsky 
Prospekt. Tel. +7 (960) 246 4550. 9 p.m.
Outofchannel/The Clones/Arkada/They 

Tap Revolt Experimental metal, rock. Fish 
Fabrique (Nouvelle), 53 Ligovsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 764 4857. 9 p.m.
Brol Hip-hop. Griboyedov, 2A Voronezhskaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 764 4355, 973 7273. 8 p.m.
Mr. Humbert Indie rock. Zal Ozhidaniya, 
118 Naberezhnaya Obvodnogo Kanala. 
Tel. 333 1069. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
Alexei Kanunnikov Jazz Band Jazz 
dancing. Jazz Philharmonic Hall, 
27 Zagorodny Prospekt. Tel. 764 8565, 
764 9843. 7 p.m.
Anna Guzikova and EnerGetixBand 

Lounge, pop jazz. JFC Jazz Club, 
33 Shpalernaya Ulitsa. Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

tuesday, may 10

rock, etc.
Roz Vitalis Avant-rock, progressive rock. 
Chinese Pilot Jao Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. 
Tel. 273 7487; +7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.
Komanda 24/Apple Shampoo/Vesyoliye 

Tolpy/No Frost/The Shchi Pop punk, punk 
rock. Mod, 7 Naberezhnaya Kanala 
Griboyedova. Tel. 712 0734. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
Kvadrat Jazz Club: Jam Session 

Mainstream. Jazz Philharmonic Hall (Ellington 
Hall), 27 Zagorodny Prospekt. Tel. 764 8565, 
764 9843. 8 p.m.
Andrei Kondakov Electric Project Fusion, 
jazz rock. JFC Jazz Club, 33 Shpalernaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

wednesday, may 11

rock, etc.
Ackee Ma-Ma Reggae. Chinese Pilot Jao Da, 
7 Ulitsa Pestelya. Tel. 273 7487; 
+7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.

P.T.V.P. Punk, alternative. Griboyedov, 
2A Voronezhskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 764 4355, 
973 7273. 8 p.m.
Non Cadenza Disco jazz. Jagger, 
2 Ploshchad Konstitutsii. Tel. 923 1292. 
8:30 p.m.

Naughty by Nature Hip-hop. 
Zal Ozhidaniya, 118 Naberezhnaya 
Obvodnogo Kanala. Tel. 333 1069. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
The Valley of the Blessed Gennady 
Golshtein, David Goloshchyokin, Vladimir 
Lytkin, Stanislav Streltsov, Yana Radion and 
St. Petersburg’s Saxophones. Jazz 
Philharmonic Hall, 27 Zagorodny Prospekt. 
Tel. 764 8565, 764 9843. 7 p.m.

Jean-Loup Longnon and His Quintet 

Mainstream. JFC Jazz Club, 33 Shpalernaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

SCREENS
Black Swan (2010, U.S.) Darren Aronofsky’s 
drama starring Natalie Portman, Mila Kunis 
and  Vincent Cassel. Avrora. 
 
 NEW! Burnt by the Sun 2: The Citadel 

(Utomlyonniye Solntsem 2: Tsitadel) 

(2011, Russia) Nikita Mikhalkov’s war epic 
starring himself, Nadezhda Mikhalkova, Oleg 
Menshchikov and Viktoria Tolstoganova. 
Avrora, Crystal Palace, Pik. Starts May 5. 
 
Certified Copy (Copie conforme) 

(2010, France-Italy-Iran) Abbas Kiarostami’s 
drama starring Juliette Binoche and William 
Shimell. Dom Kino. 
 
 NEW! Chantrapas (2010, France-Georgia) 
Otar Iosseliani’s comedy-drama starring Dato 
Tarielachvili, Tamuna Karumidze and Fanny 
Gonin. Rodina. 
 
Exam (2009, U.K.) Stuart Hazeldine’s thriller 
starring Adar Beck, Gemma Chan and 
Nathalie Cox. Dom Kino. 
 
Fast Five (2011, U.S.) Justin Lin’s action 
thriller starring Vin Diesel, Paul Walker and 
Jordana Brewster. Crystal Palace, Jam Hall, 
Khudozhestvenny, Mirage Cinema, Neva, Pik. 
 
Generation P (2011, Russia) Victor 
Ginzburg’s screen version of Viktor Pelevin’s 
novel starring Anibal Silveyra, Vladimir 

Menshov and Renata Litvinova. Crystal Palace, 
Khudozhestvenny, Mirage Cinema, Pik. 
 
Gigola (2010, France) Laure Charpentier’s 
film starring Lou Doillon, Marie Kremer and 
Thierry Lhermitte. Dom Kino. 
 
Hall Pass (2011, U.S.) Bobby Farrelly and Peter 
Farrelly’s comedy starring Owen Wilson, Jason 
Sudeikis and Jenna Fischer. Crystal Palace, 
Khudozhestvenny, Mirage Cinema, Neva, Pik.
 
 NEW! Hanna (2011, U.S.-U.K.-Germany) Joe 
Wright’s action thriller starring Saoirse Ronan, 
Eric Bana and Cate Blanchett. Crystal Palace, 
Mirage Cinema, Pik. Starts May 5. 
 
Hidden 3D (2011, Italy-Canada) Jack Frost 
and Antoine Thomas’ horror film starring Sean 
Clement, Simonetta Solder and Jordan Hayes. 
Crystal Palace. 
 
Hierro (2009, Spain) Gabe Ibanez’s mystery 
thriller starring Elena Anaya and Mar Sodupe. 
Dom Kino. 
 
 NEW! Holdup (Gop-Stop) (2011, Russia) 
Pavel Bardin’s crime comedy starring Pyotr 
Fedorov, Alexander Golubkov and Marina 
Oryol. Dom Kino. 
 
 NEW! The Housemaid (Hanyo) (2010, 
South Korea) Im Sang-soo’s thriller starring 
Eun-yi Jeon Do-youn, Hoon Lee Jung-jae and 
Hae-ra Seo Woo. Dom Kino. Starts May 12. 
 
 NEW! In a Better World (Haevnen) 

(2010, Denmark-Sweden) Susanne Bier’s 
drama/thriller starring Mikael Persbrandt, Wil 
Johnson and William Johnk Nielsen. Avrora, 
Khudozhestvenny, Rodina. 
 
An Invisible Sign (2010, U.S.) Marilyn 
Agrelo’s drama starring Jessica Alba, Bailee 
Madison and J.K. Simmons. Dom Kino. 
 
Just Go with It (2011, U.S.) Dennis Dugan’s 
romantic comedy starring Adam Sandler, 
Jennifer Aniston and Nicole Kidman. Mirage 
Cinema, Pik. 
 
The King’s Speech (2010, U.K.-Australia-U.S.) 
Tom Hooper’s historical drama starring Colin 
Firth, Helena Bonham Carter and Derek Jacobi. 
Avrora. 
 
The Lincoln Lawyer (2011, U.S.) Brad 
Furman’s crime drama starring Matthew 
McConaughey, Marisa Tomei and Ryan 
Phillippe. Mirage Cinema, Pik. 
 
 NEW! Little Big Panda  (2011, Germany) 
A 3D animation co-produced by China and 
Europe. Greg Manwaring directs. Crystal 
Palace, Khudozhestvenny, Mirage Cinema, Pik. 
 
Master and Margarita (2011, Russia) Yury 
Kara’s drama/comedy starring Mikhail 
Ulyanov, Valentin Gaft and Anastasia 
Vertinskaya Avrora, Khudozhestvenny, Rodina. 
 
Mr. Nobody (2009, Canada-Belgium-France-
Germany) Jaco Van Dormael’s fantasy film 
starring Jared Leto, Diane Kruger and Sarah 
Polley. Dom Kino. 
 
Norwegian Wood (Noruwei no mori) 

(2010, Japan) Anh Hung Tran’s love drama 
starring Rinko Kikuchi, Ken’ichi Matsuyama 
and Kiko Mizuhara. Dom Kino. 

 NEW! Priest (2011, U.S.) Scott Charles 
Stewart’s vampire film starring Paul Bettany, 
Karl Urban and Cam Gigandet. Crystal Palace, 
Jam Hall, Mirage Cinema, Pik. Starts May 7. 
 
Revolution (Revolucion) (2010, Mexico) 
A collection of ten short films timed with the 
100th anniversary of the Mexican Revolution. 
Dom Kino. 
 
Rio (2011, U.S.) Carlos Saldanha’s animated 
family comedy. Crystal Palace, 
Khudozhestvenny, Mirage Cinema, Pik. 
 
Scream 4 (2011, U.S.) Wes Craven’s horror 
film starring Lucy Hale, Shenae Grimes and 
Dane Farwell. Crystal Palace. 
 
Shelter (2010, U.S.) Mans Marlind and Bjorn 
Stein’s mystery thriller starring Julianne 
Moore, Jonathan Rhys Meyers and Jeffrey 
DeMunn. Crystal Palace, Khudozhestvenny. 
 
 NEW! Something Borrowed (2011, U.S.) 
Luke Greenfield’s romantic comedy starring 
Ginnifer Goodwin, Kate Hudson and Colin 
Egglesfield. Avrora, Crystal Palace, Mirage 
Cinema, Pik. Starts May 5. 
 
 NEW! Thor (2011, U.S.) Kenneth Branagh’s 
fantasy adventure starring Natalie Portman, 
Chris Hemsworth and Anthony Hopkins. 
Avrora, Crystal Palace, Jam Hall, 
Khudozhestvenny, Mirage Cinema, 
Neva, Pik. 
 
 NEW! Uncle Boonmee Who Can Recall 

His Past Lives 

(Loong Boonmee raleuk chat) (2010, 
Thailand-U.K.-France-Germany-Spain-
Netherlands) Apichatpong Weerasethakul’s 
fantasy comedy-drama starring Thanapat 
Saisaymar, Jenjira Pongpas and Sakda 
Kaewbuadee. Rodina. 
 
 NEW! Under the Hawthorn Tree (Shan zha 

shu zhi lian) (2010, China) Zhang Yimou’s 
love drama taking place during China’s 
Cultural Revolution. Dom Kino. 
 
Water for Elephants (2011, U.S.) Francis 
Lawrence’s drama starring Reese 
Witherspoon, Robert Pattinson and Christoph 
Waltz.  Avrora, Crystal Palace, 
Khudozhestvenny, Mirage Cinema, Neva, Pik.  
 
Wedding Exchange (Svadba po obmenu) 

(2011, Russia) Dmitry Grachyov’s comedy 
starring Yekaterina Vilkova, Fyodor Bondarchuk 
and Maxim Matveyev. Crystal Palace, 
Khudozhestvenny, Mirage Cinema, Neva, Pik.  
 
What Love May Bring (Ces amours-la) 

(2010, France) Claude Lelouch’s drama 
starring Audrey Dana, Dominique Pinon, 
Raphael and Samuel Labarthe. Avrora, Dom 
Kino. 

MUSEUMS
ACADEMY OF ARTS MUSEUM 
(The Scientific-Research Museum of the 
Academy of Arts). 17 Universitetskaya Nab. 
Tel. 323 6496, 323 3578 
M. Vasileostrovskaya. Wednesday through 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 NEW! Phillip Roman. Painting. April 23 
through May 22
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Maria Gasolina, the Helsinki-based band best known for its own particular Finnish versions of Brazilian pop/rock classics, 
will perform at Fish Fabrique (Nouvelle) on Saturday, May 7.

The American Dollar, a U.S. post-rock/ambient duo formed by high school friends 
John Emanuele and Richard Cupolo in Queens, New York, will perform at The 
Place on Saturday, May 7.

WWW.THEAMERICANDOLLAR.INFO



ANNA AKHMATOVA MUSEUM 
AT THE FOUNTAIN HOUSE
34 Fontanka River, entrance from 
53 Liteiny Pr. M. Gostiny Dvor, Mayakovskaya. 
Tel. 272 2211. Daily, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed Monday and the last Wednesday of 
every month. www.akhmatova.spb.ru
 NEW! Strayed Tram. Installation. April 28 
through September 30
Binding: Yury Alexandrov. Book binding, 
decorative art. From April 8, closing date to 
be confirmed.
Veterans. What Is War Like? Objects, 
photo, installation. February 28 through May 8

ARTILLERY MUSEUM 
(Military Historical Museum of Artillery and 
Engineers) 7 Alexandrovsky Park, 
M: Gorkovskaya, tel. 232 0296, 238 0704, 
Wednesday through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed last Thursday of each Month

ALEXANDER BLOK APARTMENT MUSEUM 
57 Ul. Dekabristov Ul., M. Sadovaya, Sennaya. 
Tel. 713 8631. Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed Wednesday.

BOTANIC MUSEUM 
2 Professora Popova Ul. Tel. 234-0673. 
Daily 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Ticket office to 4 p.m. 
Closed Friday, Monday. 
Mushroom Planet. Photo. April 16 through 
June 30

BRICK MUSEUM 
55 Yuzhnoye Shosse, Ceramic factory. 
M: Lomonosovskaya. Tel. 327 9612. 
Daily 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Closed weekends. 
By appointment only. www.pobedalsr.ru/muzey
 NEW! Secrets of Brick Marks. Installation. 
April 27 through June 26

ISAAK BRODSKY APARTMENT MUSEUM 
3 Pl. Iskusstv. M: Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel 314 3658. Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed 
Monday, Tuesday

CHALIAPIN MANSION AND MUSEUM OF 
RUSSIAN OPERA
26 Ulitsa Graftio, M: Petrogradskaya, 
tel. 234 1056.
Marina – Shalyapin’s Daughter. From the 
collection of the State Museum of Culture 
(Moscow). Portraits, furniture, toys. April 13 
through September 29

CITY SCULPTURE MUSEUM
New Exhibition Hall, 179/2a Nevsky Prospekt. 
Entrance through Chernoretskogo Pereulok. 
Tel. 274 2635, 274 2579, 274 3860. Daily, 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Thursday, Friday. 
 NEW! Labor People: Mikhail Yedomsky. 

Sculpture. May 4 through June 4

DERZHAVIN MUSEUM
118 Nab. Reki Fontanki. M: Technologichesky 
Institut, Sennaya, Sadovaya. Tel. 713 0717, 
570 6511
Derzhavin, Scourge of Grandees. 

Installation. April 15 through May 30

DOLL MUSEUM 
8 Kamskaya Ulitsa, M: Vasileostrovskaya. 
Tel. 327 7224, 321 7869. Tuesday through 
Sunday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Saturday 
10.00 – master-class in making dolls.
Honor and Glory of the Motherland. 
Objects, decorative art. February 22 through 
December 31

DOSTOEVSKY APARTMENT MUSEUM 
5/2 Kuznechny Pereulok, M: Vladimirskaya. 
Tel. 571 4031. Daily, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed Monday and last Wednesday 
of each month. 
 NEW! Portraits of Classic Authors: Andrei 

Byilzho. Graphics. May 7 through May 31
 NEW! Dostoyevsky Day 2010. Photo. May 7 
through May 31

SIGMUND FREUD MUSEUM OF DREAMS 
18a Bolshoi Prospekt, Petrogradskaya Side. 
M: Sportivnaya. Tel. 235 2929. Tuesday and 
Sunday 12 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 NEW! Memento Moro: Doping-Pong art 
group. Graphics. May 1 through June 10

KIROV APARTMENT MUSEUM 
26/28 Kamennoostrovsky Prospekt. 
M: Gorkovskaya, Petrogradskaya. Tel. 346 0217. 
Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Wednesday. 

KUNSTKAMERA 
3 Universitetskaya Nab. Tel. 328 1412. Daily, 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Monday and the last 
Thursday of each month. www.kunstkamera.ru

HEROIC DEFENDERS OF LENINGRAD 
MUSEUM MONUMENT PLOSHCHAD 
POBEDY
M: Moskovskaya. Tel. 371 2951, 373 6563. 
Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday, Friday 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Closed last Tuesday of each month.
Steps to Victory: Sergei Larenkov. Photo 
collage. February 23 through May 10

HISTORY OF PHOTOGRAPHY MUSEUM 
23 Professora Popova Ul. Tel. 346 1950. 
Daily 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Sunday, Monday. 

HISTORY OF THE POLITICAL POLICE 
MUSEUM. 
6 Admiralteisky Prospekt. M: Gostiny Dvor, 
Nevsky Prospekt. Tel. 312 2742. Daily 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Closed Saturday, Sunday. 
Intelligence and Counter-Intelligence in 

the U.S.S.R. from the 1940s to the 

1990s. Objects, photo, documents. February 
28 through August 31

HISTORY OF RELIGION MUSEUM
14/5 Pochtamtskaya. M: Nevsky Prospekt, 
Sennaya, Sadovaya. Tel. 571 0495, 
314 5838. Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed Wednesday.
Armenia Faraway and Close: Ivan 

Dementievsky. Photo. March 11 through 
May 10

HISTORY OF ST. PETERSBURG MUSEUM 
PETER & PAUL FORTRESS. 
M: Gorkovskaya. Tel. 230 6431. Daily, 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Tuesday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Wednesday. 
Permanent Collection The St. Peter and 
Paul Cathedral, housing the graves of most of 
the Romanov dynasty; History of the Mint; 
Museum of Old Petersburg; and more. Exhibits 
are housed in various locations in the Peter 
and Paul Fortress.
The History of the Trubetsky Bastion 
Prison 1872-1921 The Peter and Paul 
Fortress was Imperial St. Petersburg’s main 
jail and this exhibition tells the story of the 
famous revolutionaries and opponents of the 
Tsar who were imprisoned there. 
The Peter and Paul Cathedral and the Great 
Princely Necropolis of the House of Romanov The 
story of the last resting place of the Romanov 

Dynasty from Peter the Great to Nicholas II, who 
was finally reinterred here in 1998.
 NEW! Fates in World War II: Letters, 

Diaries, Reminiscences of Jewish 

soldiers in the Red Army. Objects, audio 
installations, photo, video art. From April 28. 
Closing date to be confirmed.
The Cradle of Russian Parliamentarism. 

105 Years of the First State Russian 

Duma. Photo, objects, graphics. April 18 
through June 1

HISTORY OF ST. PETERSBURG MUSEUM:
RUMYANTSEV MANSION 
44 Angliiskaya Naberezhnaya. 
M: Vasileostrovskaya, Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 571 7544. Daily, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Wednesday 
and the last Tuesday of each month.
 NEW! 300 Years of Printing in 

St. Petersburg. Objects. May 5 through 
August 15

MILITARY MEDICINE MUSEUM 
2 Lazaretny Pereulok. M: Pushkinskaya. 
Tel. 315 5358, 315 7287. Daily 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Friday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Closed at weekends 
Medicine of Height. Equipment for 
physiological research into animals and 
humans during space flights, prototypes of the 
first space life support systems, documents, 
photo. April 12 through October 1
Between Life and Death. Interactive 
exhibition. Prolonged to September 1

MUSIC MUSEUM 
AT THE SHEREMETYEV PALACE
34 Nab. Reki Fontanki. Tel. 272 4441. 
Wednesday through Sunday 12 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed last Wednesday of each month. 
By prior appointment only.

VLADIMIR NABOKOV APARTMENT 
MUSEUM 
47 Bolshaya Morskaya. Tel. 315 4713, 
717 4502. Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Weekend 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Monday. www.nabokovmuseum.org
Alexander and Valery Traugot. Graphics. 
April 16 through May 15

NIKOLAI NEKRASOV APARTMENT MUSEUM 
36 Liteiny Prospekt. M: Chernyshevskaya. 
Tel. 272 0165. Daily, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Tuesday and the last Friday of each 
month.

POLITICAL HISTORY OF RUSSIA MUSEUM
2/4 Ul. Kuibysheva, M: Gorkovskaya. 
Tel. 233 7052. Daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Thursday.
 NEW!  Chernobyl. A Test of Strength. 
Installation, photo, objects. April 26 through 
May 31
The Union is Inviolable? Objects. March 18 
through May 31

POPOV CENTRAL MUSEUM 
OF COMMUNICATIONS
3 Pochtamtsky Pereulok. Tel. 323 9718. Daily 
10.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Sunday, Monday 
and the last Thursday of each month. 
www.rustelecom-museum.ru
The History of the Postal Service in 
Russia. Permanent exposition.

PUSHKIN APARTMENT MUSEUM 
12 Nab. Reki Moika. Tel: 571 3801. 
Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Tuesday. 
www.peterlink.ru/spb/pushkin/

RIMSKY-KORSAKOV APARTMENT MUSEUM 
28 Zagorodny Prospekt, Courtyard. 
M: Dostoyevskaya. Tel. 713 3208, 315 3975. 
Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Monday, 
Tuesday and last Friday of each month.
The Snow Maiden. Dedicated to 130 years 
of the Rimsky-Korsakov opera. Objects, 
decorative art. February 26 through May 26

NIKOLAI ROERICH APARTMENT MUSEUM 
1 Line 18, V.O. Daily 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Monday, Tuesday. Tel. 325 4413. 
www.roerich.spb.ru 

RUSSIAN ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUM 
4/1 Inzhenernaya Ul. M: Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 313 4421. Daily, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed Monday and the last Friday of each 
month.
 
SMOLNY CATHEDRAL EXHIBITION HALL
3 Ploshchad Rastrelli. Tel: 314 2168. 
Daily, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

ST. PETERSBURG AVANT-GARDE MUSEUM 
(Mikhail Matyushin Apartment) 10 Professora 
Popova Ul. M: Petrogradskaya. Daily 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., Tuesday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Closed Wednesday 

STATE HERMITAGE MUSEUM 
34 Dvortsovaya Naberezhnaya. M: Nevsky 
Prospekt. Tel. 571 3420, 571 3465. Daily, 
10.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, 10.30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Closed Monday. 
www.hermitagemuseum.org/html_En/index.html
Permanent Collection Three million items 
in six buildings along the Neva and around 
Palace Square. Unless otherwise stated, 
temporary exhibitions are displayed in the 
Winter Palace, the museum’s main building.
 NEW! Surrealism in State Service: Henry 

Moore (U.K.) Graphics, sculpture. May 7 
through September 4
Prado at the Hermitage. The best of the 
classic collection of the Prado Museum in 
Madrid. Painting. February 26 through 
May 29
Thomas de Thomon. Works from the 
Hermitage Collection. Architecture, graphics. 
February 22 through May 29

STATE HERMITAGE MUSEUM: 
MENSHIKOV PALACE
15 Universitetskaya Nab. M: Vasileostrovskaya. 
Tel. 323 1112. Daily, 10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 
A branch of the State Hermitage Museum.

STATE HERMITAGE MUSEUM: 
GENERAL STAFF BUILDING
Daily, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, 10:30 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. Closed Monday. 
Museum of The Guards. A permanent addition 
to the Hermitage in the General Staff Building.

STATE RUSSIAN MUSEUM 
2 Inzhenernaya Ul. M: Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 314 3448, 595 4248. Monday 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Wednesday through Sunday 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Closed Tuesday. www.rusmuseum.ru/eng
Permanent Collection The world’s finest and 
most extensive collection of works by Russian 
artists, from 12th-century icons to some of the 
latest movements in contemporary art 
exhibited in the Mikhailovsky Palace and in 
associated buildings listed below.
Boris Grigoryev. Painting, graphics. April 21 
through May 22

STATE RUSSIAN MUSEUM: MARBLE PALACE
5/1 Millionnaya Ul. M: Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 312 9196. Daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Closed Tuesday. 
A branch of the State Russian Museum.
 NEW! Gates and Doors. Vladimir 

Yankilevsky, Tanatos Banionis art group, 

William Brui (France/Russia), Vadim 

Grigoryev-Bashun, Sergei “Africa” 

Bugayev and others. Installation, painting, 
objects, sculpture, video art. April 28 through 
May 29
Alexander Tikhomirov. Painting, graphics. 
March 24 through May 16
Dmitry Belyaev. Painting. March 30 through 
May 16

STATE RUSSIAN MUSEUM: 
MIKHAILOVSKY (ENGINEERS’) CASTLE
2 Sadovaya Ulitsa. M: Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 313 4112. Daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Closed Tuesday. 
A branch of the State Russian Museum.

STATE RUSSIAN MUSEUM: 
STROGANOV PALACE
17 Nevsky Prospekt. Tel. 571 2360. Daily, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Closed Tuesday. A branch of the State Russian 
Museum.

THEATRICAL AND MUSICAL ART MUSEUM 
6 Ostrovskogo Pl. Tel. 315 5243. Daily 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Wednesday 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Closed Tuesday. 
 NEW! Akimov’s Way. From Buffoonery to 

Tragedy. Graphics, objects. May 6 through 
June 6

TOY MUSEUM 
32 Nab. Reki Karpovki. Entrance from 
Vsevolod Vishnevsky Ul. M: Petrogradskaya, 
Chkalovskaya. Tel. 234 4312. Daily, 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Closed Monday and last Tuesday of 
the month.
Toys of Petrushka: Tatyana Lebedeva. 
Original toys. April 8 through May 15

GALLERIES
AL GALLERY 
3-5 Bolshaya Morskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 315 9999. 
12 p.m. to 8 p.m. Closed Mondays.
info@album-gallery.org; www.album-gallery.ru
Dedicated to Robert Mapplethorpe and 

the end of the 20th Century. Bella 
Matveyeva. Painting. April 22 through May 20

AMBASSADOR GALLERY 
5-7 Prospekt Rimskogo-Korsakova. 
M: Sennaya Ploshchad. Tel. +7 906 256 2117. 
Daily 1 a.m. to 7 p.m. www.wix.com/
GalleryAmbassador/Gallery-Ambassador
 NEW! Earth in the Sensory Form: David 

Cooper-Field. Painting. April 28 through May 14

ANNA NOVA 
28 Ulitsa Zhukovskogo, tel: 275 9762. 
Tuesday – Saturday 12 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Cosmodvor: Nadezhda Anfalova. Photo, 
installation. April 14 through May 7

ARKA
6 Bolshaya Morskaya Ulitsa, M: Nevsky 
Prospekt. Tel. 312 4012. Daily 12 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

ART CENTER PUSHKINSKAYA 10 
Galleries open from 3 p.m. through 7 p.m. Closed 
Mondays and Tuesdays. Entrance at 53 Ligovsky 
Prospekt. Tel: 764 5371 http://en.p-10.ru/
Art-Bureau Gallery 
Art-Liga Gallery 
Pap-Art-Ktika: Yevgeny Kiryanov. Collage, 
Objects. April 23 through May 22
The Door Floor 3. Wednesday through 
Sunday 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
GEZ-21 Outbuilding B, 3 Floor. Tel. 764 5258, 
Daily 3 p.m. to midnight.
Kino-FOT-703 Office 703. Tel. 764 5353.
Navicula Artis gallery Tel. 764 5371, 
Wednesday-Sunday, 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Formula of Spring: Pyotr Bely. Installation. 
April 23 through May 15
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The Incredible Staggers, a raucous ‘60s-style garage rock-and-roll band from the 
Austrian cities of Vienna and Graz, will perform at Mod on Saturday, May 7.
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Bruce Lamont, a singer and saxophonist with the Chicago experimental metal band Yakuza, will perform a solo set of his 
dark folk Americana songs at Arctica on Friday, May 6.



New Academy of Fine Arts Museum 
Room 405. Tel. 272-8222. Saturday 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.
 NEW! Timur Novikov. Installation, painting, 
graphics. May 7 through May 31

Nonconformist Art Museum 
Floor 4. Tel. 764-5371. Wednesday through 
Sunday 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. www.nonmuseum.ru/
 NEW! Returning Forever: Anatoly Galb. 
Painting. April 30 through May 22
Temptation By Wisdom: Vladimir 
Zhukovsky. Graphics, objects. April 23 
through May 22
Parnik Art-Project Open Wednesday-Sunday 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
 NEW! Gong of the Drawing-Pin: Andrei 

Chezhin. Object. April 30 through May 30
Charka. Nikola Tratovan (Australia), 

Emma Zachursky, Patricia Manosh (both – 

U.S.) Installation. April 23 through May 22 
PHOTOImage Office 1. Tel. 764-5371. 
Saturday 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

St. Petersburg Archive and Library of 
Independent Art Tel. 272-8222. Monday 
and Saturday 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

ART. OBJECT 
13 Oranienbaumskaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. 498-0625. Daily 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

ART RE.FLEX 
5 Ulitsa Bakunina. Tel: 332 3343. Daily 12 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Closed Sunday and Monday. 
www.artreflex.ru
Personal. Anton Khlabov, Veronika 

Rudyeva-Ryazantseva, Tatyana 

Akhmetgaliyeva. Videoart. April 16 through 
May 4

ARTISTS UNION OF RUSSIA EXHIBITION 
CENTER 
38 Bolshaya Morskaya Ulitsa. Tel: 314 3060. 
Daily, 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
 NEW! Victory Day. Painting, graphics, 
sculpture. May 9 through May 22
 NEW! Sergei Bakin. Painting. May 9 through 
May 22
 NEW! Yelena Yakunicheva. Painting. May 9 
through May 22
Spring 2011. Graphics, decorative art, 
objects. April 22 through May 6 

BLUE HALL 
38 Bolshaya Morskaya Ulitsa. Daily 12 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Closed Monday. Tel. 315 7414, 
994 2204. 
 NEW! Viktoria Belakovskaya. Painting. 
May 10 through May 24

BOOK AND GRAPHICS CENTER 
55 Liteiny Prospekt. M: Mayakovskaya. 
Tel. 272 9535. Daily 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
 NEW!  Boris Zinkevich and His Pupils. 

Painting, graphics. April 28 through May 10

BOREY 
58 Liteiny Prospekt. M: Vladimirskaya, 
Mayakovskaya. Tel. 273 3693. 
Tuesday – Saturday 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.
www.borey.ru
 NEW!  Borey – Tatyana – Painting. Boris 
Borsh, Anatoly Zaslavsky, Stanislav Korolenko, 
Kulia Kintsbach, Georgy Mudrenov, Alexander 
Rumyantsev, Julia Sopina, Marat Tazhibayev, 
Nikita Tkach. May 3 through May 14

KARL BULLA PHOTOSALON 
54 Nevsky Prospekt, 3 floor, tel. 314 3301. 
Daily 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

D-137 GALLERY 
12 Zvenigorodskaya Ulitsa, 3rd floor. 
M: Pushkinskaya. Tel. +7 981 687 6051. 
Thursday – Saturday 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.
www.d137.ru
 NEW! Marlene Dietrich – the Legend in 

Photos. George Hurrell, Cecil Beaton, 
Edward Steichen (all – U.S.) May 11 through 
May 25
Low Frequency – High Frequency: 

Alexander Ovchinnikov. Painting. March 27 
through May 7 

DIDI ART GALLERY 
62 Bolshoi Prospekt of V.O., 
M: Vasileostrovskaya. Tel. 320-7357. 
Daily 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday, Sunday 12 
p.m. to 7 p.m. http://didigallery.com
 NEW! Red Line: Roland Shalamberidze. 

Installation. May 5 through June 2

THE DRAUGHTSMAN’S CONTRACT 
28 Nab. Reki Moiki. Tel. 315 0251, 312 5920. 
M: Nevsky Prospekt. Daily 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Yelena Bazanova. Graphics. April 8 through 
May 8

ERARTA MUSEUM 
2, 29th Line of Vasilyevsky Island, lit. A. 
M: Vasileostrovskaya. Tel. 324 0809. 
Daily 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Closed Tuesday. www.
erarta.com
 NEW! My Life and Glass: Alessandro 

21wednesday, may 4, 2011

Mandruzzato (Italy). Objects. April 29 
through July 5
Dead Hare Our Everything: Yury Tatyanin. 
Painting. April 15 through May 10
Praxis: Maria Garkavenko. Painting. April 
15 through May 10 

MARINA GISICH GALLERY 
121 Nab. Reki Fontanki, tel. 314 4380. 
Daily, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday 12 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. Closed Sunday. Open by prior 
appointment.

GLASS GALLERY 
1/28 Ulitsa Lomonosova. M: Sadovaya, Gostiny 
Dvor. Tel. 312 2214. Daily 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
 NEW! Exercise: Vyacheslav Zaitsev. 
Painting. April 29 through May 23

GUILD OF MASTERS 
82 Nevsky Prospekt. M: Gostiny Dvor. 
Tel. 579 0979. Daily 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Love Story: Armen Gasparyan. Painting. 
April 13 through May 13

IFA EXHIBITION HALL 
60 Nevsky Prospekt, tel. 571 0315. 
Daily 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Closed Sunday, Monday
 NEW! Ballet. Collection of My Faces: Yury 

Gertsman. Photo. April 29 through May 15
 NEW! Labor Lesson. Color Rendering. 

Painting. April 29 through May 16

JAM HALL GALLERY 
AT PETROGRADSKAYA 
42 Kamennoostrovsky Prospekt, 
M: Petrogradskaya, tel. 703 7414
Opera Club of Painters. Aron Sinshtein, 
Anatoly Zaslavsky, Lyudmila Belova, Anna 
Kazhdan, Lev Smorgon, Boris Borsh and 
others. April 19 through June 20

KGALLERY 
Nab. Reki Fontanki 24, M: Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 275 0056. Daily 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. (6 p.m. 
at weekends). 

KREMLIN GALLERY 
3 Telezhny boulevard. M: Ploshchad 
Vosstaniya, Ploshchad Alexandra Nevskogo. 
Tel. 640-2401, 640-6829. Open Monday to 
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
www.kremlingallery.ru

KVADRAT 
28 Kuibysheva Ulitsa, M: Gorkovskaya. 
Tel. 232 1238. Wednesday through Saturday 
2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

SERGEI KURYOKHIN CONTEMPORARY 
ART CENTER
93 Sredny Prospekt, V.O. Tel. 322 4223. 
Daily 12 a.m. to 12 p.m. www.kuryokhin.ru

LAZAREV GALLERY 
6 Line of Vasilyevsky Island, 5/5. 
Tel. 328 2222. M: Vasileostrovskaya. 
www.ivan-slavinsky.com. Daily 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Closed Monday. Free entrance.
Oleg Tselkov. 21st Century. Paintings from 
2000-2010. April 22 through June 20

LOFT-PROJECT ETAZHI 
74 Ligovsky Prospekt. Tel. 339 9836. 
Daily 12 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Golden Turtle 2011. The best photos of wild 
nature. April 15 through May 10
Ecology. Design. Synergy. Photo. April 20 
through May 21
BACKSTAGE 3rd Floor. 
Tel. +7 911 236 8160. Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed Sunday, Monday.
FOTOWALL Daily 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Tel. 611-0166. 
Marko Beslach (Croatia). Photo. April 14 
through June 14
Behind the Breeze: Anka Zhuravlyeva. 

Photo. April 9 through June 9
FORMULA GALLERY Tel. 458 5005
GLOBUS 4th floor. Tel. 334 9836 

MANEZH CENTRAL EXHIBITION HALL 
1 Isaakievskaya Pl. M: Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 314 8859. Daily, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Closed Thursday
 
MANEZH CENTRAL EXHIBITION HALL, 
SMALL HALL
103 Nab. Canala Griboyedova. Tel. 312 2243. 
Daily, 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.
 NEW! Consistent Actions: Andrei Rudyev 

& Pyotr Shvetsov. Installation. May 6 
through May 15

MANSARD OF ARTISTS 
7 Bolshaya Pushkarskaya Ul. Tel. 988 7788. 
Daily 12 a.m. to 8 p.m. www.sneg.su
 NEW! Spring Imagination: Igor Knyazev. 

Painting. May 1 through May 31

MART GALLERY 
35 Ul. Marata. Tel. 710 8835, 315 2738. 
M: Vladimirskaya, Dostoyevskaya. Daily 
12 a.m. to 7 p.m. Closed Sunday, Monday
 NEW! Rank by Rank, Rustling and 

Swinging Their Paws. Anna Soluyanova. 

Painting, installation. April 27 through May 17 

MAYAKOVSKY LIBRARY 

46 Nab. Reki Fontanki. Entrance through the 
courtyard. Tel. 571 0856
Van Dauve Family Archive. Copies of works 
from Rotterdam museums. April 15 through 
May 14

MITKI. MUSEUM OF THE ART UNION.
36/38 Marata Ul., apartment 120. Tel. +7 
(962) 686 3324. Saturday 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

MOKHOVAYA 18 GALLERY 
18 Mokhovaya Ul. M: Chernyshevskaya. 
Daily 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Closed Sunday, 
Monday. Tel. 275 3383. www.gm18.ru
The Infinite Magic of Color: Sergei 

Inkatov. Painting. April 21 through May 17

MONTMARTRE ART GALLERY 
33 Nab. Kanala Griboedova. Daily 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Closed Sunday and Monday. 
Tel. 571 5517. 
monmartr-2007@mail.ru

NATIONAL CENTER GALLERY 
166 Nevsky Prospekt. Daily 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Closed Sunday and Monday. Tel. 717 1211.

NEW MUSEUM GALLERY 
29 6th Line of Vasilyevsky Island. Tel. 323 5090.  
Daily 12 p.m. to 7 p.m. Closed Monday and 
Tuesday. M: Vasileostrovskaya.           
www.novymuseum.ru
The Artist and the Model: Experience of 

Perspective. Grigory Maiofis. Photo. March 
25 through May 15.

PHOTODEPARTMENT GALLERY 
32 Nevsky Prospekt. Tel. 314 5925, 
+7 901 301 7994. M: Gostiny Dvor. 
www.fotodepartament.ru. Closed Wednesday 
and Sunday.
 NEW! Ivan and the Moon: Daria Tuminas. 

Photo. May 7 through June 9

RAKHMANINOV ART WAY 
5 Kazanskaya Ulitsa, Second Courtyard, 
tel. 571 7618. Daily 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Maria Snegirevskaya & Pyotr Lebedev. 

Photo. April 23 through May 24

RAKHMANINOV HOTEL 
5 Kazanskaya Ul. Tel. 327 7466. 
www.kazansky5.com
Nikolai Potapenko & Alexander Pilko. 
Photo. April 16 through May 30

ROSPHOTO STATE CENTER OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
35 Bolshaya Morskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 314 6184, 
314 1214. Daily, 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. www.rosfoto.org
 NEW! Terry O’Neill and His Shining Stars. 
Photo. April 26 through May 29

Service: Mikhail Rosanov. Photo. April 15 
through May 29 
The Epoch of Optimism. Art and 
propaganda in Soviet photography in the 
1920-1940s. Alexander Grinberg, Alexander 
Rodchenko, Boris Ignatovich, Mikhail 
Prekhner. Soviet press photography. Photo. 
April 7 through May 31

ST. PETERSBURG ARTISTS’ MUSEUM-
EXHIBITION CENTER 
1 Ulitsa Glinki. Tel. 314 0609. Daily 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Closed Monday, Tuesday, 
www.piter-art.com

ST.ART GALLERY 
1 Ulitsa Lomonosova. M: Nevsky Prospekt, 
Gostiny Dvor. Tel. 314 2627, 314 9787. 
Daily 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. (from 12 p.m. at 
weekends). www.startacademy.ru

MIKHAIL SHEMYAKIN FOUNDATION 
11 Sadovaya Ul. M: Gostiny Dvor. 
Tel. 310 2514. Tuesday – Thursday 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
 NEW! Monsters. Mythological 

Characters. Graphics, objects, sculpture. 
May 3 through August 28

STACHKA GALLERY 
5 Ploshad Stachek. Yarky Mir PRO photo 
center. M: Narvskaya. Tel. 680 0101. 
Daily 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Geography of Color: Alexander Trofimov. 
Photo. April 23 through May 22

STARAYA KOLOMNA LIBRARY-MUSEUM 
168 Naberezhnaya Kanala Griboedova. 
M: Sennaya, Sadovaya. Tel. 714 7486. Daily 
12 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
www.starayakolomna.narod.ru/INDEX.htm

TOLSTOY SQUARE COMPLEX
9 Ulitsa Lva Tolstogo. M: Petrogradskaya. 
Tel: +7 (921) 928 9619. Daily 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. 
The Human Body: The Dead Teach the 

Living. Pathology. Closing date to be 
confirmed.

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTER 
37 Sadovaya Ul. Tel. 570 7625. Daily 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Saturday 12 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed Sunday.
Africa: Alexei Shepochkin. Painting. 
March 24 through June 9

TRETYAKOV GALLERY 
2 Pionerskaya Ul., M: Sportivnaya. 
Tel. 233 1007. Open Tuesday to Friday, 
12 p.m. to 7.30 p.m., 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
on Saturday.
 NEW! Great Books. The Beginning: Ilya 

Bogdesko. Graphics. May 3 through May 30

ZAVOD GALLERY 
150 Naberezhnaya Obvodnogo Kanala, 
2nd checkpoint at Metallist factory. 
M: Narvskaya. Tel. 927 7641. Daily 2 p.m. 
to 8 p.m., www.seventh.ru

ZOOM CAFÉ-CLUB 
22 Gorokhovaya Ul., tel. 448 5001. 
Daily, 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.
 NEW! Yulia Vinogradova. Graphics. May 1 
through May 29

100 0F OUR OWN 
39 Ligovsky Prospekt. Tel. 719 9517. 
Daily 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.

The Sigmund Freud Museum of 
Dreams is currently hosting an 
exhibition titled ‘Memento Moro” 
showcasing works by the Doping-
Pong art group.
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A painting on display at the Theatrical and Musical Art Museum as part of an 
exhibition titled ‘The Way of Akimov. From Buffoonery to Tragedy’ celebrating 
100 years since the birth of the renowned theater director.

An image on display at the Karl Bulla Photosalon as part of an exhibition 
by Anatoly Larionov and Alla Frolova titled ‘Petersburg and its Patron Saints.’

FOR SPT



BUILDING FOR SALE

19 Karpovka Emb. M. Petrogradskaya. 
Elite building. 3rd floor (lift). Total area: 
358 sq.m. Ten rooms. Wonderful river 
view.  Tel.: +7-812-325-38-38, +7-921-
992-15-22, NEVSKY PROSTOR 
AGENCY, E-mail: rent@spb-estate.com, 
www.spb-estate.com.

ACCOMMODATION

Apartment rentals. www.arendaservice.
com  Tel.: +7-812-943-38-28

Apartments and hotels. Tel. : +7-812-579-
99-33. E-mail: info@travelrussia.su 
www.travelrussia.su

City center. From 1,400 rub. www.ltour.
ru/rental_apartments_st_peters-
burg_en.php?economical=050 Tel.: 
+7-812-970-33-34

1-ROOM 

APARTMENT

Zakharievskaya Ul. Building after 
reconstruction, stylish furnished apart-
ment. Total area: 120 sq.m. One bed-
room and large lounge (50 sq.m.), 
modern fully fitted kitchen (27 sq.m.), 
air conditioners, concierge. For details 
contact Olga. Tel.: +7-921-963-74-
54; e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

2-ROOM 

APARTMENTS

9 Griboedova Emb. Elegant apart-
ment with a designer interior and two 
bedrooms. Total area: 62 sq.m. View 
of the Russian museum, fully 
equipped, sauna, jacuzzi, parking 
space. Directly from owner. 60,000 
rub/month. Tel.: +7-904-513-70-66

Malaya Konyushennaya Ul. Modern 
style 1-bedroom apartment, splendid 
view, fully furnished and equipped, 
Internet, satellite TV, parking. NIGHT 
SKY REALTY. Tel.: +7-812-333-15-
15. E-mail: info@nightskyrealty.ru

Italianskaya Ul. 2-bedroom apart-
ment in a prestigious building with 
concierge. Total area: 100 sq.m. Fully 
fitted, furnished. For details con-
tact Olga, tel.: +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

Bolshaya Morskaya Ul. 2-bedroom 
apartment, modern renovation. Total 
area: 100 sq.m.  Kitchen combined 
with lounge, entrance with intercom 
system. 55,000 rub/month. For 
details contact Olga, 
tel.:  +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

renovated 2-bedroom apartment. 
Total area: 100 sq.m. Natural furnish-
ings, convenient layout, modern 
design. First time rent. 80,000 rub/
month. Tel.: +7-911-732-28-82, 
Ekaterina / Penny Lane Realty, 
e-mail: ekaterina@realtor.ru, pho-
tos at www.realtor.ru/z2088

Morskaya Emb. Comfortable 2-bed-
room apartment on Vasilyevsky 
Island, 10-min. drive to the city cen-
ter. Brand new secure building, 
guarded parking. Brand new condi-
tion. Total area: 110 sq.m. 90,000 
rub/month. Tel. +7-911-732-28-82, 
Ekaterina / Penny Lane Realty. 
E-mail: ekaterina@realtor.ru, pho-
tos at www.realtor.ru/z2061

Voznesensky Pr. Comfortable 2-level 
apartment with two bedrooms, in the 
city center in a brand new building. 
Guarded area, underground parking, 
all necessary appliances. Total area: 
110 sq.m. 110,000 rub/month. Tel.: 
+7-911-732-28-82, Ekaterina / 
Penny Lane Realty. E-mail: 
ekaterina@realtor.ru, photos at 
www.realtor.ru/z2039

23 Griboedova Emb. 3-min. walk to 
Nevsky Pr. and metro, 2 bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen, two bedrooms, 
two full bathrooms, windows overlook 
the canal and Kazansky Cathedral. 
Fully furnished and equipped. Photos 
available. www.sptimes.ru/index.
php?action_id=23&agency=14 Tel.: 
+7-921-937-75-33, e-mail: 
k-keskus@mail.ru  Konstantin 
/”K-KESKUS”.

85 Griboedova Emb. Close to M. 
Sennaya Ploshchad. New elite building. 
3rd floor. Two bedrooms (15+15 sq.m.), 
sitting room (20 sq.m.) attached to the 
kitchen, large bathroom.  Fully furnished 
and well-equipped: air conditioners, 
water filters, boiler, heated floor. 55,000 
rub/month. Tel.: +7-921-992-15-22,  
325-38-38, NEVSKY PROSTOR 
AGENCY, E-mail: rent@spb-estate.com, 
www.spb-estate.com

Robespiera Emb. Newly renovated 
apartment. Total area: 140 sq.m. 
Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, fully 
fitted kitchen, quiet, secure entrance. 
For details contact Olga, 
tel.:  +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

Bolshaya Konushennaya Ul. Bright 
and spacious 2-bedroom apartment, 
Western standard renovation, 2 bath-
rooms, fully furnished and equipped, 
Internet, satellite TV, parking. NIGHT 
SKY REALTY. Tel.: +7-812-333-15-
15. E-mail: info@nightskyrealty.ru

Moika Emb. 2-bedroom apartment in 
the center with a view of Moika River. 
Secure parking, fully equipped. Total 
area: 100 sq.m. 80,000 rub/month. 
Tel.: +7-911-732-28-82, Ekaterina 
/ Penny Lane Realty. E-mail: 
ekaterina@realtor.ru, photos at 
www.realtor.ru/z2072

Furshtatskaya Ul. High level of reno-
vation, furnished. Total area: 200 
sq.m. Three bedrooms, two bath-
rooms, sauna, fully fitted kitchen, 
balcony, secure entrance, parking. 
For details contact Olga. 
Tel.:  +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

Kazanskaya Ul. Bright and stylish 
2-bedroom apartment, just a few 
steps from the Kazansky Cathedral, 
modern style renovation, full set of 
furniture and household equipment, 
Internet, satellite TV, parking. NIGHT 
SKY REALTY. Tel.: +7-812-333-15-
15. E-mail: info@nightskyrealty.ru

Millionnaya Ul. Close to Field of Mars. 
Total area: 160 sq.m.  Newly renovat-
ed, two bathrooms, two bedrooms, 
secure entrance from the courtyard 
with concierge and parking. 150,000 
rub/month. For details contact 
Olga. Tel.: +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

Petrograd side. Comfortable, newly 

Top-grade 2-bedroom apartment in a 
brand new elite building containing 6 
apartments. Total area: 145 sq.m. 
Decorated using natural materials, 
valuable wooden furniture, all neces-
sary household equipment, air condi-
tioning, guarded enclosed courtyard 
with parking place, convenient loca-
tion in the very center of the 
Petrogradskaya district. First time 
rent. 150,000 rub/month. Tel. 
+7-911-732-28-82, Ekaterina / 
Penny Lane Realty. E-mail: 
ekaterina@realtor.ru, photos at 
www.realtor.ru/z1731

1 Fontanka Emb. Inside Mikhailovsky 
Garden and near Summer Garden. 
Total area: 167 sq.m. 2 bedrooms, 
sitting room (55 sq.m.), kitchen and 
two bathrooms. Balcony. Magnificent 
view of Mikhailovsky Castle and 
greenery. Fully furnished and 
equipped. Parking place. Tel.: +7-921-
957-07-63, +7-921-992-15-22,  325-
38-38, NEVSKY PROSTOR AGENCY, 
E-mail: rent@spb-estate.com, 
www.spb-estate.com

25 Fontanka River. SPECIAL OFFER. 
Splendid view of Fontanka River and 
Anichkov bridge. 4th floor (lift). Total 
area: 120 sq.m. Two bedrooms 
(14+14 sq.m.), sitting room (42 
sq.m.), hall, kitchen (14 sq.m.) and 
three bathrooms. Balcony. Fully fur-
nished and equipped. Very beautiful 
staircase. Entrance from the embank-
ment. Concierge. Guarded parking. 
Tel.: +7-921-992-15-22, 325-38-38, 
NEVSKY PROSTOR AGENCY, 
E-mail: rent@spb-estate.com, 
www.spb-estate.com

4-ROOM 

APARTMENTS

64 Moika Emb. Newly renovated, spa-
cious, modern. Total area: 230 sq.m.. 
European standard, two bathrooms, 
fully fitted kitchen, parking, concierge. 

Paradnaya  Ul. New prestigious com-
plex, newly renovated cozy apart-
ment, decorated in the Western style. 
Two bedrooms, kitchen combined 
with lounge, fitted, furnished, park-
ing, security. For details contact 
Olga.  Tel.: +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

25 Fontanka Emb. Third building from 
Nevsky Prospekt. Total area: 70 sq.m. 
Two bedrooms, kitchen / dining room, 
two bathrooms, sauna. Fully furnished 
and well-equipped. Renovated entrance 
from the embankment, concierge. 
40,000 rub/month. Tel.: +7-921-957-
07-63, +7-921-992-15-22, 325-38-38, 
NEVSKY PROSTOR AGENCY, 
E-mail: rent@spb-estate.com, 
www.spb-estate.com.

84 Nevsky Pr. 1-bedroom apartment. 
Top-grade light apartment in a brand 
new building. This beautifully interior-
designed home benefits from modern 
and stylish fixtures and fittings. All 
necessary household equipment, 
convenient layout, guarded area. 
60,000 rub/month. Penny Lane 
Realty, Tel.: +7-812-326-26-26, 
+7-911-732-28-82. E-mail: 
еkaterina@realtor.ru, photos at 
www.realtor.ru/z1085

3-ROOM 

APARTMENTS

Kamenny Ostrov. New 3-bedroom 
apartment. Total area: 100 sq.m. 
Great design, gorgeous view, fur-
nished. All appliances, climate con-
trol. 6,800 dollars/month. E-mail: 
nasonpearl@yahoo.com Tel.: +7-985-
210-86-71, Katya

Moika Emb. High-tech design 2-bed-
room apartment, just a few steps from 
the Hermitage, modern Italian furni-
ture, fully furnished and equipped, 
Internet, satellite TV. NIGHT SKY 
REALTY. Tel.: +7-812-333-15-15. 
E-mail: info@nightskyrealty.ru

Property rent and sales
+7-812-493-23-40, 
+7-921-963-74-54

www.ctinvestments.ru

For details contact Olga, 
tel.:  +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

Baskov Per. 10-min. walk to Nevsky Pr. 
Total area: 150 sq.m. Three bed-
rooms, spacious living room, sepa-
rate kitchen / dining room, 2 WC, 
modern style, furnished, equipped. 
70,000 rub/month. Photos available. 
www.sptimes.ru/index.php?action_
id=23&agency=14 Tel. +7-921-937-
75-33 Konstantin /”K-KESKUS”.

5-ROOM 

APARTMENT

4 Millionnaya Ul. 2nd floor. Freshly 
renovated. Well-furnished and 
equipped. Total area: 127 sq.m. 
Three bedrooms, sitting room, kitch-
en / dining room, laundry room and 
two bathrooms. Guarded parking in 
the courtyard. 120,000 rub/month. 
Tel.: +7-921-903-20-34, +7-921-992-
1 5 - 2 2 ,  3 2 5 - 3 8 - 3 8 , 
NEVSKY PROSTOR AGENCY, 
E-mail: rent@spb-estate.com, 
www.spb-estate.com

6-ROOM 

APARTMENTS

64 Moika Emb. Close to St. Isaac’s 
Square. Total area: 230 sq.m. Just 
after renovation. 4 bedrooms, spa-
cious living room (50 sq.m.), 3 full 
bathrooms. Stylish and elegant, fur-
nished, equipped. Secure front door 
from embankment, parking in the 
courtyard. Photos available. www.
spt imes . ru/ index .php?act ion_
id=23&agency=14 Tel.: +7-921-
937-75-33, e-mail: k-keskus@
mail.ru  Irina /”K-KESKUS”.
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Prize-winner of 
“Caissa-2008-2010” 
real estate contests

 

Apartments 

FOR RENT
in the center

+7 812 9672283
k-keskus@mail.ru

K-KESKUS

For more information, write to dashkevich@sptimes.ru

A new idea for your business
Text advertisement   35 rubles + 18% VAT 
(per word)
 
Cost of an advertising block 
(85x60 mm)    9,000 rubles + 18% VAT

SPECIAL OFFER! 
Add a photo of your apartment (85x60 mm) 
for 6,000 rubles + 18% VAT

25 FONTANKA EMB. Splendid river view. Attractive staircase. 
Secure entrance. Concierge. Guarded parking. 
Tel.: +7-921-992-1522, 325-3838, NEVSKY PROSTOR AGENCY, 
e-mail: rent@spb-estate.com, www.spb-estate.com



COURIER SERVICES

PONY EXPRESS

EXPRESS MAIL 
∙ FREIGHT DELIVERY 
∙ LOGISTICS
Russia • CIS • Worldwide
St. Petersburg: 
Tel.: +7 (812) 449-7752
Zastavskaya Ul., 22, lit. B, V
Marata Ul., 47-49
Moscow: 
Tel.: +7 (495) 937-7777
4 Pr. Marshala Zhukova
Free phone line for calls from 
regions 8-800-200-7669, 
www.ponyexpress.ru 

LOGISTICS SERVICES

ALS SOLUTIONS

·  Airfreight, Land and Sea cargo 
deliveries from all over the world 
to Russia & CIS destinations

·  Special services for General, 
Project & Sensitive cargo

·  Customs clearance, storage, 
distribution and reverse logistics

Contact information:
4A Finlandsky Prospekt, 194044, 
St. Petersburg, Russia
+7 (812) 332 15 10
Malmarintie 20, FIN-01380 
Vantaa Finland
+358 9 273 1244
E-mail: request@als-rus.com
www.als-rus.com

MOVING / RELOCATION
AAA LOGISTICS

Your choice for:
•  International, domestic, local 

moving
• Project/office moving
•  Secure and heated storage
• Relocation services
Triple–A, Attentive, Accurate, 
(pro)-Active!!!!!
The mover that listens and 
speaks your language.

Your contact person: 
Norbert Gooren, General 
manager˛ 
Tel.: +7-812-4319919
Email: ngo@aaa-russia.com
www.aaa-russia.com

Intelorg Worldwide 
Movers, IWM

Member of FIDI, IAM, AMSA

•  Worldwide moving & relocation
• All inclusive office moving
•  Apartment moving
•  Storage of your goods
•  Export/Import clearance
•  Fine-art and antique shipping
•  Pets moving
•  Multilingual team
Tel.: +7 (812) 393-7054
Fax: +7 (812) 309-1212
E-mail: spb@iwm.ru
www.iwm.ru

INTERNET CAFE

Nevsky Pr. 11
Internet Cafe and Subway.
Open 24 hours, 7 days a week.
•  Internet access
•  Comfortable café
•  Copy center
•  Photo printing
•  Game zone, Wi-Fi zone
•  Skype calls
•  Conference hall
•  Club card
•  10% discount (Internet & bar)
You are welcome!
11/2 Nevsky Pr., entrance from 
Malaya Morskaya Ul. 
Tel.: 314-6705, 915-43-23
www.5.3ghz.ru, 
www.subway.ru

BOAT  TOURS  AND  
WALKING  TOURS

•  Free Daily Walking Tour
Daily at 10.30 a.m. 
(April 29th-September 30th) 
from Café Athens (Афины), 
27 Nab. Reki Fontanki .

•  Boat Tours
Daily at 11.00, 13.00, 15.00, 
17.00, 19.00 
(May 2nd-September 30th) and 
21.00 (June 1st-August 31st) from 
27 Nab. Reki Fontanki. 1 hour. 

Adult/student Rub 500/400.
•  Night Boat

Daily at 00.20
 (June 1st-August 31st).  
1 hour 30 min.  
Adult/student Rub 700/600.

English commentary.  
No prior booking required. 
Operated by Anglotourismo and 
Neva Travel Company.
www.anglotourismo.com
info@anglotourismo.com
tel: + 7 921 989 47 22

SPA SALON

THANN SANCTUARY 
DAY SPA

THANN SANCTUARY DAY SPA – 
NOW IN ST. PETERSBURG!

• Based on Asian lifestyle and 
aromatherapy, Thann Sanctuary 
Day Spa & Shop has opened in 
St. Petersburg at Stockmann 
Center.

• Traditional Asian massage 
techniques and knowledge of 
herbal medicine are combined in 
Thann Sanctuary treatments with 
modern forms of treatments. 

• All spa treatments are offered to 
serve different customers' needs: 
Healing Stone Body Massage, 
Nano Shiso Therapy, Thann 
Aroma Massage, Signature, 
Shirobjanga (Indian Head 
Massage), Foot massage, Facial 
Treatment (purifying, revitalizing, 
anti-aging).

You will find us every day at the 
Stockmann Nevsky Center, 6th 
floor, Nevsky 114, 
Tel:  +7 (812) 449 08 36, 
7 (911) 293 00 27.
Open every day 10.00 – 23.00
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Tell the world about your business 
by advertising in the 

MiniGuideMiniGuideonlineonline
For additional information, call Lily Dashkevich

at (812) 325-6080. E-mail: dashkevich@sptimes.ru

PETERSBURGESCORT
Escort agency

11 a.m. – 12 a.m. 
932-12-00

WWW.PETERSBURGESCORT.COM

CHURCH SERVICES

Church of England. English services in 
St. Petersburg. 11 a.m., Sunday. St. 
Catherine’s Church. Next to the 
Consulate General of Sweden. Malaya 
Konushennaya Ulitsa. Tel. +7-921-
323-54-81

GUIDES

Guide with an own car. Natalia 
www.welcometospbru.com

Guided tours. Museums.  Tel. : +7-812-
579-99-33. E-mail: info@travelrussia.su 
www.travelrussia.su

LANGUAGE 

LESSONS

Russian lessons for expatriates. 
www.rulearnspb.ru

FOOD DELIVERY

 SkySushi Доставка суши по Санкт-
Петербургу, хорошее качество и 
большие порции, дисконтная 
система скидок и бонусов 
постоянным клиентам. Tel.: 953-59-
52, 946-59-52 www.skysushi.su

MATHS LESSONS

Math lessons for schoolchildren. 
Preparation for examinations. Only in 
Russian. Tel.: +7 921 793-7208, 
Elina.

GALLERIES

Personal art gallery of the St. Petersburg 
artist Victor Anufriev. 4 Dumskaya Ul, 
art-center Perinye Ryadi, art-section 
A26 www.anufriev.sp.ru

MASSAGE

Erotic, classical massage. Anastasia. 
Tel.: 910-49-12.

Erotic massage. Alise +7-921-093-64-
44

Professional exclusive massage 
+7-921-651-05-57, +7-812-222-50-
89

All kinds of massage. Liza. +7-911-720-
99-19.

Different kind of massage. Tel.: +7-812-
716-06-68

Erotic, urological, classical and other 
kinds of massage. No sex. 12 
Goncharnaya Ul. (M. Vosstaniya Sq.). 
Tel.: +7-921-645-66-01, Sofia.

SPA salon erotic, soap, Japanese, 
Thai, underwater massage, VIP area, 
2 saunas, swimming pool. Tel.: 764-
78-69, 764-54-49. Kuznechny Per. 
14 A  (5 min walk along Marata Ul. 
from Nevsky Pr.). Website: 
www.orchid-spa.ru

Tell the world about your business 
by advertising in 

ClassifiedsClassifiedsonlineonline
For additional information, call Lily Dashkevich

at (812) 325-6080. E-mail: dashkevich@sptimes.ruClassifieds advertising section                    Wednesday, May 4, 2011

CHURCH

You are Invited!
International

Christian 
 Assembly

Worship Service in English
Sunday 11 AM

St. Petersburg Hotel
White Hall

Pirogovskaya emb., 5/2
www.icapetersburg.com

tel: 958 2305

MARRIAGE AGENCY

Salon SPA “AELITA”
• Erotic and soap massage 
• Underwater massage
• Turkish bath
• Two saunas
• Mini-pool with jacuzzi

Open 24 hours. 
We accept Visa, MasterCard.

179 Moskovsky Pr. 
Tel.: 387-1408, 387-1415
www.aelita-spa.spb.ru

Escort service
Only for men

11 a.m – 12 p.m.

+7-921-938-39-00
www.spbcompanion.com

716-61-21, 764-78-69
764-54-49 (We speak English)

VISAS

YOU’RE OUR NEXT STOP
SO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY 

IN THE MINI GUIDE SECTION.

To advertise or to get more information 
call Lily Dashkevich at 325-60-80 

or e-mail: Dashkevich@sptimes.ru

Fortuna marriage agency 
www.fortuna.spb.ru + 7 (812) 571-76-
72

SPA 

SALON

Grand opening: 
Aquelia baths complex.

New public baths for men and women. 
An exclusive place to relax and enjoy 

Russian saunas, Turkish baths, jacuzzi, 
massage and more…

Open 24 hours.

Mebelnaya Ulitsa 33.
Follow signs for: Optikov Ul. - 

Kamyshovaya Ul. - Mebelnaya Ul.
Private parking. We accept VISA, MC. 

Tel: +7 (812) 321-14-15, 
+7 (812) 321-14-15

www.Aquelia-spb.ru

INTRODUCTION

BATH 

COMPLEX

VICTORY DAY SPECIAL BOAT TOUR 
MAY 9th, 2011 at  21.00  
From  27 nab. Reki Fontanki
duration 2 hrs  

-  TOUR (English commentary)
Learn the story of Leningrad in WWII

- FIREWORKS
Watch the V-day fireworks from the 
river

- MUSIC
Listen to the songs of antifascist 
fighters

- FREE DRINKS
champagne and vodka shots includ-
ed

BUY  YOUR TICKETS IN ADVANCE
full price 800 rub
students   700 rub
ticket booth : nab. reki Fontanki 27
www.anglotourismo.com
info@anglotourismo.com
tel: +7 921 989 47 22

BOAT TOURS
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Vera Yegoshina carries out restoration work on the vaulted ceiling of 
the Agate Rooms at the palace and park ensemble of Pushkin last 
week. The restoration work on the 18th-century Agate Rooms and 
Cold Baths pavilion is due to be completed by the end of this year.

Police officers detain a member of the Antifa 
anti-fascist movement who was trying to march 
along Nevsky Prospekt as part of May Day 
celebrations on Sunday. 

Members of an opposition movement march down Nevsky Prospekt on 
Sunday as part of the May Day parades. See story, page 2.

Nikolai Guschin, 
an artist from 
Kovernino 
village in the 
Nizhny 
Novgorod region  
who specializes 
in the 
traditional 
Russian craft of 
Khokhloma 
decorative 
painting, gives 
a master class 
at the 
Stroganov 
Palace.

A woman 
struggles with 
her umbrella on 
Nevsky 
Prospekt as the 
weather took a 
turn for the 
worse at the 
weekend. 
Warmer 
weather and 
sunshine are 
forecast to 
return at the 
end of the 
week.

>

>

>
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Enthusiasts 
take part in a 
historical 
reenactment of 
episodes from 
the Napoleonic 
Wars on 
Solyarny 
Pereulok in the 
center of St. 
Petersburg at 
the weekend.
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