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A man dressed as Peter the Great, the founder of St. Petersburg, takes part in Museum Night festivities on the Peter and Paul Fortress 
on Saturday night. Museums all over the city opened their doors to nocturnal visitors for the event. See photo essay, page 24.Founding Father
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By Sergey Chernov
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

Prosecutors have forced a local club to 
cancel a pop concert because of the 
band’s name, St. Petersburg Prosecu-
tor’s Office said on its web site Monday. 

A concert by the popular Moscow-
based rappers Narkotiki (drugs) sched-
uled for Sunday was canceled two days 
beforehand when prosecutors warned 
the director of the club Zal Ozhidaniya 
that it would violate three Russian 
laws, including the law on drugs and 
the law on advertising, if the concert 
went ahead.

Narkotiki intended the show to be 
the band’s “final concert of the spring 
season,” during which it was planning 
to showcase its new music video.

According to the prosecutors’ state-
ment, the Admiralteisky District Prose-
cutor’s Office “found that the band’s 
name [...] contains a direct reference to a 
narcotic” while examining whether the 
concert complied with the federal law.

They added that the “publishing of 
information about the performance of 
the given band at the Zal Ozhidaniya 
club, including on the Internet, […] has 
in itself effectively amounted to the 
propaganda of drugs among the popu-
lation.”

“Such advertising of a narcotic ori-
ented at mass audiences is unacceptable 
and constitutes a violation of the fed-
eral law,” the prosecutors continued.

According to the band, the prosecu-
tors warned that the venue would face 
“problems” if it went ahead with the 
concert and the musicians would find 
themselves in a pre-trial detention cell.

A caller from the prosecutor’s office 
also allegedly said that “we have been 

watching the band closely for a long 
time and are wary of its name and gen-
eral message,” musician Yevgeny Gor-
bunov wrote on the Lookatme.ru web 
site.

The band, which spells its name in 
Latin letters or uses the abbreviation 
NRKTK on concert posters, said it has 
never had any problems performing at 
clubs before. 

Formed in 2007, Narkotiki gained 
popularity two years later, after releas-
ing its debut and so far only full-length 
album “Planeta Lyubov” (Planet 
Called Love) as a free download. 

The band has performed at clubs 
across Russia and abroad since then. 

The band is known for touching on 
social issues. Its song “Menty Veselyat-
sya” (“The Cops Are Having Fun”) 
deals with arbitrariness and torture by 
the Russian police.

Narkotiki’s members have spoken 
against using drugs in interviews and 
stressed that the band’s name has noth-
ing to do with promoting drugs.

“Narkotiki is a funny word, it’s used 
to scare kids,” Gorbunov has been 
quoted as saying in the band’s biogra-
phy on Lastfm.ru web site.

“Real junkies say ‘speed,’ ‘crack;’ they 
have a language of their own. Narkotiki is 
a word from our childhood.” 

Narkotiki’s director Diana Novi-
chikhina said the band had performed 
more than 100 concerts and had never 
experienced any problems resulting 
from its name.

“What can we say? We are sad-
dened, upset, stunned and disappointed 
once again about how the system works 
in Russia,” Novichikhina said by phone 
from Spain on Tuesday.

The venue, Zal Ozhidaniya, an-
nounced the cancelation on its web site 
Friday without giving any reason for it. 
Speaking on Tuesday, the club’s art di-
rector Sergei Belyakov declined to 
comment. 

“I really don’t want to elaborate on 
this subject, because I know what kind 
of state I live in,” he said.

Concert Canceled Over Name
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Narkotiki members say the band’s name has nothing to do with promoting drugs.

By Irina Titova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

A jury at St. Petersburg City Court 
last week found guilty 12 of 14 
members of a nationalist gang 
charged with about 20 hate crimes, 
including the murders of African 
students and local ethnographer 
Nikolai Girenko.

The organizer of the Borovikov-
Voyevodin gang Alexei Voyevodin, 
nicknamed SVR (the Russian ini-
tials of the phrase Made In Russia), 
was found guilty by the majority of 
the jury of 20 crimes, including 
gangsterism, murder, inciting na-
tional hatred and illegal weapons 
distribution, and may face a life sen-
tence, Kommersant daily reported.

Voyevodin founded the gang in 
2003 together with another known 
city nationalist, Dmitry Borovikov, 
(nicknamed “Kisly” (Sour). The 
gang members were detained three 
years later. Borovikov was shot 
dead when he resisted arrest.

The group was charged with a 
series of attacks on natives of Cen-
tral Asia, the North Caucasus and 
Africa, as well as a number of mur-
ders, including those of two close 
acquaintances of the gang’s leaders.

The gang was charged with kill-
ing students from Senegal and Ko-
rea, a citizen of Uzbekistan, and 
Russian academic Girenko, who 
had acted as an expert witness on 
nationalism and hate crimes for the 
prosecution during earlier trials of 
neo-Nazis.

Girenko was killed in June 2004 
when he was shot through the door 
of his apartment.

The gang members also killed 
two of their acquaintances, Rostislav 
Gofman and Alexei Golovchenko, 
whom the group decided to get rid 
of, fearing the two could turn them 
in to the police and implicate all the 
gang members in their crimes, Kom-
mersant reported.

The city court began hearing the 
case in 2009, but the trial was inter-
rupted in 2010 when Voyevodin at-
tempted suicide by cutting his throat 

with an emery board. Voyevodin 
was subsequently sent to a psychiat-
ric commission that found him men-
tally competent.

The jury acquitted two defen-
dants: Pavel Gusev and Andrei 
Malyugin. Gusev was charged with 
participating in an attempt on the 
life of a Nigerian citizen, and Mal-
yugin was charged with one of the 
most notorious murders commit-
ted by the gang. The investigation 
alleged that in April 2006, Maly-
ugin, armed with a rifle inscribed 
with a swastika and the words 
“skinhead” and “death to Ne-
groes,” hid in the entrance arch of 
a building. When a group of Afri-
cans returning from Apollo club 
approached the archway, Boro-
vikov gave a signal to Malyugin, 
who fatally shot a student from 
Senegal .  Malyugin was  a lso 
charged with the murder of an Uz-
bek citizen who worked as a driver, 
Kommersant reported.

The jury also acquitted two 
other defendants, Sergei Rumyant-
sev and Roman Orlov, of charges 
of gangsterism and an attack on a 
Nigerian citizen, but found them 
guilty of the murder of the Korean 
citizen and of their former gang 
c o - m e m b e r s  G o f m a n  a n d 
Golovchenko.

Orlov confessed to the murder 
of Gofman and Golovchenko, but 
said he had only committed the 
crime because he feared punish-
ment from the gang if he failed to 
do so. The jury was convinced by his 
argument that he had committed 
the crime under pressure and agreed 
that he deserved leniency, Kommer-
sant reported.

The Borovikov-Voyevodin na-
tionalist gang consisted of members 
aged from 16 to 22 years old. Some 
of them had previous convictions, 
the Prosecutor General said earlier.

The final verdict on the case and 
the sentences are to be announced 
at the St. Petersburg City Court in 
mid June, the court’s press service 
said Monday.

Jury Finds Nationalist 
Gang Members Guilty
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By Alexandra Savenko
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

The third Aurora Fashion Week kicked 
off in the city Monday, heralding the 
start of a week packed with shows, 
seminars and exhibitions devoted to 
the art of fashion.

The program of Aurora Fashion 
Week comprises both elements for pro-
fessionals of the fashion industry as 
well as a wide range of events for the 
general public. The organizers hope 
this approach will ensure that the fash-
ion week has an educational and cul-
tural value as well as giving fashion 
professionals a sphere in which to in-
teract and exchange ideas. By including 
diverse events, the organizers hope to 
demonstrate the scale and significance 
of the fashion industry and attract in-
terest from a broad specter of the pub-
lic, and not only die-hard fashionistas.

The third installment of Aurora 
Fashion Week is in fact far more than 
seven days of events. Petersburgers got 
a taste of the project back in April, 
when a festival of films devoted to leg-
endary clothes designers was held at 
the city’s movie theaters, and during 
the International Economic Forum in 
June, the organizers have found an 
original way to promote the advice of 
American Vogue editor-in-chief Anna 
Wintour: “Let’s shop, shop, shop!” by 
inviting people to take part in the 
“White Night Shopping” event. The 
latter event is part of the strategy of the 
organizers of the Aurora Fashion Week 
to achieve their aim of developing the 
designer clothes sector of the St. Pe-
tersburg economy and of the Russian 
economy as a whole.

This week, during the fashion week 
itself, audiences can watch 14 shows by 
designers including Arngoldt, Sergei 
Grinko, Tatiana Parfionova, Alexander 
Terekhov (Atelier Moscow), Angels At 
Home, Ndombi Stella and others. 

Ennio Capasa, a designer for the leg-
endary label Costume National, will 
bring his C’N’C collection to St. Peters-
burg for the first time as part of the 
event. This year, Aurora Fashion Week 
is part of the official program of the 
Year of Italy in Russia, and the organiz-
ers promise an explosive program by 
designers who embody the renowned 
impeccable Italian style in their work. 

In addition to traditional catwalk 
shows at the Manezh exhibition center, 
this season’s event incorporates exhibi-
tions, installations and a show room, as 
well as seminars.

An exhibition by the eminent fash-
ion photographer Andrea Varani will 
be held at the Manezh, while fans of lo-
cal fashion queen Tatiana Parfionova 
will be able to get their hands on her 
new book and ask the designer ques-
tions at Dom Knigi on Wednesday, 
May 25 at 7 p.m.

Events will continue well into the 
summer. In July, an exhibition titled 
“Fashion 80” focusing on the eccentric 
trends of the 1980s and created espe-
cially for Aurora Fashion Week by the 
eminent fashion critic Alexander 
Vassiliev will open at Erarta Museum 
of Contemporary Art. The exhibition 
runs from July 11 through Sept. 10 and 
will pay homage to what is known as 
the most ironic era of the fashion in-
dustry, showcasing creations by Terry 
Mugler, Issey Miyake, Jean Paul Gault-
ier and others. The show will be com-
pleted by music, film and conceptual 
video from the ’80s, enabling visitors to 
fully immerse themselves in the atmo-
sphere of this iconic decade.

Artyom Balaev, Aurora Fashion 
Week’s producer, said at a press confer-
ence Monday that he hoped that such 
exhibitions would become a regular oc-
currence and would help to lay the 
foundation for the opening of a Fash-
ion Museum in St. Petersburg.

In addition to the catwalk shows 
and exhibitions, a workshop program 
titled “Fashion and Web” is currently 
being held, exploring the themes of the 
convergence of fashion and the Inter-
net, techniques of cooperation and mu-
tual influence between the two. Fash-
ion and consumers have been brought 
closer to one another by the Internet, 
said Balaev, explaining the inspiration 
for the workshop.

Participants of the “Fashion and 
Web” workshop will be eligible to win 
special prizes from the Domus Acad-
emy: Two summer study courses in Mi-
lan worth 3,000 euros each. The win-
ners will receive their prizes on May 28 
at the Manezh during the official clos-
ing ceremony of the workshop.

The prizes will be awarded by de-
signers from the Frankie Morello fash-
ion house, Maurizio Modica and Pier-
francesco Giglotti. 

Fashion Week Gets Underway

By Irina Titova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

The Alternative Hair Show Vision-
ary Award 2011, the culmination of 
the International Alternative Hair 
show in Russia aimed at supporting 
children suffering from leukemia, 
will be held in St. Petersburg on Sat-
urday.

The event is being held with the 
aim of raising money for children 
suffering from leukemia as well as 
other blood-related cancers.

Visionary Award 2011 Russia is 
the final stage of a competition be-
tween Russian hairdressers and styl-
ists, and will take place at 6 p.m. at 
the Beloselsky-Belozersky Palace. 
The winners will go on to take part 
in the Alternative Hair Show 2011 
World Show to be held in the State 
Kremlin Palace in Moscow on Sep-
tember 28.

All the money collected from 
ticket sales and from the sale of sou-
venirs purchased during the events 
will go to Gift of Life, a charity that 
under the patronage of the promi-
nent Russian actresses Chulpan 
Khamatova and Dina Korzun helps 
children in St. Petersburg who are 
suffering from leukemia.

The event aims to attract atten-
tion to cancers that affect children 

and to help compile blood and bone 
marrow databases. The event also 
highlights the importance of regular 
examinations in order to diagnose 
cancer as early as possible. Arina 
Gaba, deputy executive director of 
the Gift of Life foundation, said the 
charity has already decided who will 
receive the money raised.

“One of the children whom this 
money will help is a boy from St. 
Petersburg who needs a bone mar-
row transplant, ” Gaba told The St. 
Petersburg Times. “The money will 
be used to help find a donor and to 
pay for the operation.” 

Since its launch in 1983, the Al-
ternative Hair Show has raised 
more than £8 million ($12.9 million) 
for the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Research charity.

The money donated goes toward 
funding research projects that are 
carefully selected on the basis of ad-
vice from independent specialists in 
medical and scientific research. 

The Alternative Hair Show en-
ables eminent hairdressers and new 
emerging talents to demonstrate 
their skill and imagination. On show 
on Saturday will be work by special-
ists including Andrew Collinge, An-
gus Mitchel, Vidal Sassoon, TIGI 
and Dmitry Vinokurov.

Hair Awards to Help 
Raise Money for Kids

Women’s Work
■ ST. PETERSBURG (SPT) — The 
majority of housework is done by 
women in the average Russian family, 
according to recent research carried 
out by the VTsIOM polling agency.

Three quarters (74 percent) of Rus-
sian women are in charge of washing 
and ironing, 65 percent of them do the 
cooking, 60 percent clean the house, 57 
percent wash the dishes and 44 percent 
of women pay the bills.

Men in Russia are mainly (56 per-
cent) in charge of DIY. Their second 
major responsibility is paying the bills 
(16 percent).

Only 3 percent of men do the wash-
ing and ironing, about 4 percent do the 
cooking and cleaning, and 5 percent 
wash the dishes.

All the other chores around the 
house are done by men and women to-
gether, including shopping for food (51 
percent), organizing leisure time (56 
percent), buying gifts (56 percent) and 
looking after pets (31 percent).

Baltika in Turkey
■ ST. PETERSBURG (SPT) — The 
St. Petersburg-based Baltika Breweries 
has begun delivering beer to Turkey, 
Interfax reported.

The first delivery was of 10,000 li-
ters of Baltika 7 Export.

Beer will go on sale in Ankara, 
Izmir, on the Antalya coast and in Is-
tanbul and its suburbs.

Baltika intends to expand the num-
ber of beers available for delivery to 
include the non-alcoholic beer Baltika 
0 and Baltika No 3 Classic.

Baltika has 11 breweries spread 
across nine regions in Russia as well as 
a brewery in Azerbaijan. The majority 
of the company’s shares (85.6 percent) 
are owned by Baltic Beverages Hold-
ing (BBH) owned by Carlsberg.

Board Of Contention
■ ST. PETERSBURG (SPT) — St. 
Petersburg’s Human Rights Council 
was outraged to find that a memorial 
plaque had been unveiled to Grigory 

Romanov, the First Secretary of the 
Leningrad Regional Communist Party, 
from 1970 to 1985, Interfax reported.

“Romanov was a real Stalin follower, 
an executioner of culture and art, a 
pathological racist who persecuted peo-
ple like Georgy Tovstonogov [former 
head of the Bolshoi Drama Theater in 
St. Petersburg], Dmitry Likhachyov [an 
academic], Daniil Granin [a writer], 
Arkady Raikin [an actor and come-
dian], Olga Bergolts [a poet] and who 
expelled from the city Joseph Brodsky 
and Sergei Dovlatov, the pride of Rus-
sian literature,” the declaration of the 
council said.

“Putting up that plaque is a slap in 
the face of St. Petersburg, a city that 
suffered so much at the hands of Bol-
shevik power,” it said.

The human rights representatives 
said such memorial plaques harm the 
city’s reputation and turn it into “a cen-
ter of propagation for revanche Com-
munist ideas.”

The memorial plaque to Romanov 
was unveiled on May 17 on the facade 
of building 1/5 on Ulitsa Kuibysheva 
where Romanov lived. 

Family Reunited
■ ST. PETERSBURG (SPT) — All 
four children will be returned from an 
orphanage to Vera Kamkina, a St. Pe-
tersburg woman whose parental rights 
had been temporarily restricted over 
concerns she was financially unable to 
care for them.

The ruling was made by St. Peters-
burg’s City Court, Interfax reported.

“For the moment, we have nothing 
against the family,” the city’s children’s 
ombudsman was quoted as saying. 
“The children love their mother and 
they want to go back to living with her. 
What is also important is that Kamkina 
has found a job and so can support her 
family financially.” 

The Kolpino district court limited 
Kamkina’s parental rights in May 2010, 
taking her children into care at an or-
phanage for failing to provide for them. 
Kamkina was asked to pay 50 percent of 
her income in orphanage fees, but was al-
lowed to visit her children, the youngest 
of whom was only 1 year and 8 months old.

I N  B R I E F

SIMON ELIASSON /SPT 

The first AFW was held a year ago. 
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By Natalya Krainova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Four liberal opposition 
politicians asked the Justice Ministry 
on Monday to register a new political 
party that would seek to revert the pres-
idential term to four years, free jailed 
former Yukos CEO Mikhail Khodork-
ovsky and, perhaps unsurprisingly, ease 
the rules for registering parties.

Keeping in mind that the ministry 
has only registered two parties in eight 
years, the leaders of the Party of Peo-
ple’s Freedom even notified the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe about their application, 
hoping that the added attention would 
increase their chances of being allowed 
to run in upcoming State Duma elec-
tions, said one of the leaders, former 
Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov.

“A failure to register our party 
would mean illegitimate elections be-
cause elections without the opposition 
are … a special operation to seize 
and keep power,” another co-leader, 
former Deputy Prime Minister Boris 
Nemtsov, told reporters.

The other two co-leaders are former 
Duma Deputy Vladimir Ryzhkov 
and former Deputy Energy Minister 
Vladimir Milov.

Ryzhkov said the party counted 
a potential constituency of 10 million 

to 15 million voters, mostly educated 
residents in midsized and large cities.

The Party of People’s Freedom has 
branches in 53 of Russia’s 83 regions 
and more than 46,000 members, which 
means it fulfills the minimal legal re-
quirements to qualify for a party, it said 
in a statement on its web site.

The Justice Ministry had no imme-
diate comment on the application, 
which it has 30 days to consider. An an-
alyst said the party had little hope 
of winning any Duma seats in Decem-
ber even if it were registered.

Prime Minister Vladimir Putin has 
called for a two-party system, similar 
to the one in the United States. Russia 
seemed to take a step in that direction 
last week with a shakeup at A Just Rus-
sia, which could leave the Duma, where 
four parties are now represented, with 
only three after the elections.

A Just Russia, a pro-Kremlin party 
that once tried to merge with the Com-
munists, is one of two parties that the Jus-
tice Ministry has registered since 2003.

The other is the pro-business Right 
Cause party, which was registered 
in 2009 and won a new lease on life last 
week with billionaire Mikhail Prokho-
rov’s announcement that he would as-
sume its helm.

Kasyanov acknowledged that Right 
Cause posed a potential threat to his 

party but dismissed it as an “imita-
tional project” organized by the Krem-
lin. Right Cause is the only party so far 
that has called for President Dmitry 
Medvedev to run for a second term 
next year.

In a sign of the Kremlin’s support, 
Medvedev predicted last week that 
Right Cause would do well in the vote 
by “consolidating the right.”

Prokhorov, meanwhile, unveiled 
a tax- and bureaucracy-cutting plat-
form for Right Cause over the week-
end that he promised would help it 
place second in the Duma elections, 
behind Putin’s United Russia.

The Party of People’s Freedom 
wants to roll back some of the reforms 
supported by Putin and Medvedev, 
and it has prepared 12 bills that it plans 
to introduce in the Duma. These in-
clude softening legislation on political 
parties, slashing the presidential term 
to four years from the current six, re-
leasing “political prisoners” Khodork-
ovsky and his partner Platon Lebedev, 
reforming the pension system and cre-
ating a professional, not conscript-
based, army, Interfax reported.

The party will also field a candidate 
in the presidential election in March. 
The nominee will be elected through 
secret ballot at a party congress, Ryzh-
kov said.

Liberals Hope to Register Party
ALEXANDER ZEMLIANICHENKO / AP  

From left, Kasyanov, Nemtsov, Ryzhkov and Milov arriving for a news conference to discuss Duma plans Monday.

By Natalya Krainova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Billionaire Mikhail Prok-
horov promised Saturday to turn Right 
Cause into Russia’s second-largest party 
in the country with a pro-business plat-
form that would change the country’s 
landscape over the next decade.

Prokhorov, worth an estimated $18 
billion by Forbes in April, promised 
to push through measures to reduce 
bureaucracy and the social tax by cap-
turing the second-largest majority after 
United Russia in State Duma elections 
in December.

“We have got to return to a 14 per-
cent tax, leave small business alone, 
simplify paperwork and let small busi-
ness work in peace,” he said on Ros-
sia-1 state television, Interfax reported. 
“I think we won’t recognize the country 
in five to 10 years.”

He backtracked from a deeply un-
popular proposal that he raised in No-
vember to expand the legal workweek 
to 60 hours, from the current 40.

Prokhorov announced last Monday 
that he would lead Right Cause, 
the only party to endorse President 
Dmitry Medvedev for a second term so 
far. Medvedev on Wednesday predicted 

that the party would do well in the elec-
tions by “consolidating the right.”

The party was formed in 2009 with 
the Kremlin’s blessing. It has 14 seats 
in regional legislatures nationwide 
and none in the Duma.

The revamp of the Right Cause 
party picked steam last week, as its rul-
ing triumvirate said it was ready to clear 

out of the way for the charismatic bil-
lionaire Mikhail Prokhorov, recently 
tapped for new party head.

Party co-leader Leonid Gozman 
said Friday that he and fellow co-leader 
Georgy Bovt would support a vote 
for Prokhohov to take the helm at a 
party meeting in June.

The party’s third co-leader, Boris 
Titov, also supports Prokhorov’s bid 

but might leave Right Cause, Kommer-
sant reported.

Gozman said he would not seek re-
election to Right Cause’s ruling council 
but would remain a party member.

He said by telephone that the three-
leader structure was always viewed as 
a temporary compromise needed 
to create a right-leaning liberal-demo-
cratic party capable of “challenging 
United Russia’s monopoly on power.”

“The fact that we have come 
to terms with a first-rate businessman 
and that he has taken the risk [to head 
the party] means that the serfdom 
of Russia’s elite under United Russia 
will be destroyed,” Gozman said.

Bovt, a journalist by profession, said 
by telephone that he would “be glad 
to stay in the party if I may be of use.”

Prokhorov is unlikely to collect 
enough votes to replace the Communist 
Party as the second-largest duma faction, 
said Olga Mefodyeva, an analyst with 
the Center for Political Technologies.

“There is no time to consolidate … 
the 20 to 30 percent of liberal voters,” 
Mefodyeva said by telephone.

A recent poll by state-run VTsIOM 
put the party’s public support far below 
the threshold for Duma elections.

Prokhorov Vows to Raise Right Cause to 2nd Place
ADVERTISING

T H E  A S S O C I AT E D  P R E S S

MINSK — Two former Belarusian 
presidential candidates were handed 
suspended sentences Friday on charges 
of organizing riots after last year’s dis-
puted election.

The unexpectedly soft penalty sug-
gests that President Alexander Lukash-
enko’s government may be sensitive 
to Western criticism of its crackdown 
on dissent.

A district court in the Belarussian 
capital sentenced Vladimir Neklyayev 
and Vitaly Rymashevsky to two years 
in prison each with a two-year suspen-
sion. Another four opposition activists 
were given suspended sentences of one 
and two years.

Prosecutors had asked the court 
to give Neklyayev and Rymashevsky 
actual prison terms. Friday’s ruling 
led to immediate speculation that Lu-
kashenko’s government is responding 
to strong condemnation from the 
West after another presidential can-
didate, Andrei Sannikov, was sen-
tenced to five years in prison a week 
earlier.

Two other candidates are still 
on trial awaiting a verdict, and another 
one has fled the country.

The United States and European 
Union have imposed sanctions, includ-
ing a travel ban on Lukashenko and his 
officials, in response to his crackdown 
on the opposition.

About 700 people, including seven 
presidential candidates, were ar-
rested when police broke up a pro-
test against alleged fraud after 
the polls closed in last December’s 
election.

International observers strongly 
criticized the vote in which Lukash-
enko was declared the winner.

“Massive repressions and tough 
sentences are aimed to discourage 
people from going to the polls,” Ry-
mashevsky said in court. “But I’m 
sure that even more people will 
come to the square after the next 
election.”

The 65-year-old Neklyayev said 
in his final words before the verdict 
that he wanted to “sweep away the rub-
ble of dictatorship and was waiting 
for our neighbors from east and west, 
Russia and the European Union, 
to help us.”

Neklyayev was beaten by security 
agents during his arrest and later taken 
from a hospital bed to prison.

Presidential Candidates 
Receive Light Sentences

T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Moscow’s City Hall 
plans to introduce mandatory poly-
graph testing for all employees, legally 
requiring all Moscow government staff 
to follow members of its state tender 
commissions who take the tests on a 
voluntary basis.

Some 70 percent of tender commis-
sion staff have taken the polygraph test 
recently, and the city plans to amend its 
legislation to make the rest of its offi-
cials follow suit, department head Gen-
nady Degtyov said, Interfax reported.

“I believe that officials whose work 
involves some kind of risk should un-
dergo mandatory testing,” Degtyov said.

He said the bureaucrats will have to 
face the testing when taking a job at 
City Hall. The legislation making test-
ing mandatory will be passed “soon,” 
Degtyov added.

Deputy Mayor Andrei Sharonov 
said Monday that lie detector testing 
for tender commission members is 
aimed to curb rampant graft. He 
pledged that more measures to step up 
transparency are to follow, but did not 
elaborate.

State tenders remain a corruption-
ridden practice nationwide, including 
in the capital. Moscow Mayor Sergei 
Sobyanin personally ordered in De-
cember a suspension of city tenders for 
medical drugs over suspicions that 
some of them were rigged, though no 
criminal cases followed.

Law enforcement agencies such as 
the Federal Drug Control Service and 
the Interior Ministry subject employ-
ees to polygraph testing, but there is no 
federal legislation regulating such tests 
for all agencies — a related draft bill is 
still stuck in the Duma.

City Hall Proposes Lie Tests

A recent poll put the 
party’s public support 
far below the 
threshold for Duma 
elections.
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By Nicolaus von Twickel
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Billionaire Alexander 
Lebedev announced Friday that he 
would give up his banking business be-
cause of harassment from the Federal 
Security Service and team up with 
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin’s All-
Russia People’s Front.

The outspoken Lebedev would be 
the first Kremlin critic to join the front, 
which has been widely derided as a stunt 
to revitalize Putin-led United Russia be-
fore December’s State Duma elections.

He is also the second billionaire 
businessman to announce plans to en-
ter politics after Mikhail Prokhorov 
said earlier in the week that he would 
lead the pro-business Right Cause 
party into the elections.

Lebedev’s decision met immediate 
suspicion from skeptics that he was try-
ing to protect his business interests, al-
though Putin’s spokesman quickly wel-
comed it.

Lebedev said on his blog that Our 
Capital, a little-known movement that 
he founded to oppose former Mayor 
Yury Luzhkov, would join Putin’s front 
to strengthen its anti-corruption di-
mension. “Our Capital has ample ex-
perience in uncovering graft, including 
at the federal level,” he wrote.

He also said harassment from the 
Federal Security Service, or FSB, had 
made it impossible to continue his 
banking business. “Why engage in busi-
ness when it exists only under the con-
dition of fighting the FSB?” he asked 
in an interview  with Gazeta.ru.

Lebedev on Thursday uploaded 
a video to his site in which he accused 
FSB officers of money laundering. He 
removed the video shortly afterward, 
saying it was a preliminary version pub-
lished by mistake. The 15-minute film  
has since surfaced on YouTube.

Lebedev, himself a former KGB of-
ficial, has accused corrupt FSB and In-
terior Ministry officers of orchestrating 
a police raid on his National Reserve 
Bank last fall. In February, he pub-
lished an open letter to Putin, saying he 
believed that a mafia group was raiding 

his business “under the guise of ‘carry-
ing out orders from above.’”

Putin, who rose from the position 
of KGB agent in the 1980s to head 
of the FSB in 1998, is seen as the leader 
of the country’s security agencies.

Lebedev has styled himself as a lib-
eral Kremlin critic, although he has 
never seriously challenged Putin or 
President Dmitry Medvedev. In 2006 
he teamed up with former Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev to buy a 49 
percent stake in the country’s leading 
oppos i t ion  newspaper  Novaya 
Gazeta. (The remaining controlling 
stake is held by the newspaper’s jour-
nalists.) In 2008, the two founded 
the Independent Democratic Party 
of Russia.

While the party has remained de-
funct, Lebedev, who is worth $2.1 bil-
lion according to Forbes magazine, has 
expanded his foreign media interests 

by buying London’s ailing Independent 
and Evening Standard newspapers.

Ilya Yashin, co-leader of the Soli-
darity opposition group, was stunned 
by Lebedev’s plans to join Putin’s front. 
“I know Lebedev is a decent man, and I 
do not understand why he would tar-
nish his reputation by joining a front 
of crooks and thieves,” he told The St. 
Petersburg Times.

“The party of crooks and thieves” 
has recently become a catchphrase 
used by Kremlin critics to describe 
United Russia. The people’s front was 
assembled two weeks ago by clustering 
interest groups around it. Its 16 found-
ing organizations include trade unions, 
business associations and veterans’ 
groups that are all largely pro-Putin. 
Putin has said the front will allow can-
didates to enter the Duma in the De-
cember elections without joining 
United Russia.

Ilya Ponomaryov, a Duma deputy 
with the Kremlin-friendly Just Russia 
party, suggested that Lebedev was 
probably just trying to protect his busi-
ness. “An extravagant businessman 
like him will switch sides whenever its 
suits him,” he said by telephone.

Lebedev referred callers Friday 
to his spokespeople, who declined 
to comment. But the businessman has 
made several seemingly opportunistic 
political decisions in the past. After un-
successfully running against Luzhkov 
in mayoral elections in 2003, he won 
a State Duma seat the same year with 
Rodina, a Kremlin-backed party 
formed just two months before the elec-
tions to take votes from the Commu-
nists. Once in the Duma, he joined 
United Russia but later left it for A Just 
Russia, which was created by a merger 
of Rodina and two other parties for the 
2007 Duma elections.

He did not return to the Duma after 
the 2007 vote and announced the cre-
ation of the new party with Gorbachev 
the following year.

Also in 2008, Lebedev closed an-
other newspaper he owned, Mosk-
ovsky Korrespondent, after it pub-
lished an article alleging that Putin had 
an affair with an Olympic gymnast half 
his age.

He regained polit ical  off ice 
in March, when he was elected as an in-
dependent deputy to a district legisla-
ture in the Kirov region.

Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
reacted positively to the 51-year-old 
businessman’s plans to join the people’s 
front. “We can only welcome any new 
members to the front,” he told Inter-
fax, adding that there were similar ap-
plications from “practically every re-
gion” in the country.

Peskov said any organization could 
join if it shared the basic goals “to push 
forward the country’s development as 
formulated by Vladimir  Put in 
and United Russia.”

But not everyone was so welcom-
ing. Boris Titov, a founding member 
of the people’s front who heads the De-
lovaya Rossia business association 
and co-leads Right Cause, cautioned 
that Lebedev’s application would have 
to be “studied very carefully.” Titov 
characterized Lebedev’s decision 
to join the front as suspicious and sug-
gested that it meant he was facing fi-
nancial troubles linked to the National 
Reserve Bank.

“I do not know the financial condi-
tions of the bank, but I know how it was 
created and what were its main assets,” 
he said on Kommersant FM radio.

“It’s not so smooth and maybe that 
is why he decided to try out being 
a politician,” he said.

Whatever Lebedev’s political mo-
tives might be, they won’t affect 
Novaya Gazeta, the paper’s deputy ed-
itor-in-chief Andrei Lipsky said by tele-
phone.

“There has never been a case where 
he meddled with our editorial policies, 
and there never will be,” he said.

Billionaire Joins Putin’s All-Russia People’s Front 

IGOR TABAKOV / SPT 

Alexander Lebedev says Our Capital will join the All-Russia People’s Front to strengthen its anti-corruption dimension.

By Olga Razumovskaya
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — The country’s most 
popular search engine Yandex raised 
$1.3 billion in a U.S. initial public of-
fering Tuesday, pricing its shares above 
the sale’s marketed range.

Success on Wall Street is a key in-
dicator of foreign investors’ infatua-
tion with Russia’s tech sector against 
the backdrop of several canceled 
IPOs for non-technology companies 
in recent months.

Yandex, which generates 64 percent of 
all search traffic in Russia and is currently 
the largest Russian Internet company by 
revenue, sold 52.5 million shares, or a 16.2 
percent stake, at $25 each, valuing the 
company at about $8 billion, Yandex said 
Tuesday in an emailed statement.

The share price was above the origi-
nal $20 to $22 range estimated. Yandex 
will list its shares on the Nasdaq Stock 
Market under the symbol YNDX.

The order book was closed Fri-
day, earlier than expected, due to a 
surge of interest.

Yandex intends to use the net 
proceeds from the IPO — which the 
company estimated at up to $336.4 
million — for investments in technol-
ogy infrastructure, particularly new 
servers and data centers.

“We may also use a portion of the 
net proceeds for the acquisition of, or 
investments in, technologies, teams or 
businesses that complement our busi-
ness, although we have no present 
commitments or agreements to enter 
into any acquisitions or make any such 
investments,” the company’s profile on 
NASDAQ says.

The co-owners — which include 
U.S. investment fund Tiger Global, 
Baring Vostok, Roth Advisors, the 
World Bank’s IFC and company 
founders Arkady Volozh and Ilya Se-
galovich — were expected to earn 
$883 million to $919.4 million from 
the sale, Interfax reported.

The listing comes just over six 
months after an IPO of Russia’s Mail.
Ru Group on the London Stock Ex-
change, which raised $912 million, and 
another one less than a week ago by 
California-based social media company 
LinkedIn, which raised $352.8 million.

Expectations from the Yandex 
IPO were high, buoyed by the suc-
cess of the Mail.Ru IPO in Novem-
ber and the ongoing Kremlin rhetoric 
about weaning the economy off its 
dependence on natural resources.

Russia’s Internet economy — Eu-
rope’s second-largest Internet market 
after Germany — will potentially ac-
count for up to 3.7 percent of its gross 
domestic product by 2015, a recent re-
port by the Boston Consulting Group 
predicts, up from 1.6 percent of GDP in 
2009 when it was valued at $19 billion.

Domestic Internet companies are 
seen on par with their international 
counterparts, and investors are ready 
to bet on them.

This is not the case with non-tech-
nology IPOs that have recently been 
canceled: Five Russian companies 
including Russian Helicopters, pipe 
maker Chelpipe and coal miner 
SUEK, decided not to go through 
with planned listings on the London 
Stock Exchange this year because of 
weak demand.

“I am not sure I will be able to 
say why [Russian] companies out-
side the Internet sector fail expecta-
tions. … But as far as the Internet 
companies go, here the success is 
predictable because the Internet is 
developing really quickly and has far 
from exhausted its growth opportu-
nities,” Vladimir Dolgov, head of 
Google Russia, told The St. Peters-
burg Times.

Troika Dialog analyst Anna Lep-
etukhina said the interest in Internet 
companies was reignited about half a 
year ago with the IPO of Mail.Ru 
and the beginning of Chinese IPO 
euphoria, especially that of Qihoo 
360 Technology Co., China’s third-
most-popular Internet company.

This enthusiasm makes some in-
vestors worry that a second Internet 
bubble may be on its way, while oth-
ers see significant differences be-
tween the current wave and past dis-
appointments.

“We believe that there are no rea-
sons to be afraid of another bubble 
because today Internet companies go 
for an IPO with coherent business 
models, and not [just] potential audi-
ences that one day could be turned 
into money,” Dolgov said.

Yandex is also showing good fun-
damental results. Yandex posted a 
net profit of $134 million in 2010 and 
$28.8 million in the first quarter of 
2011, on revenue of $439.7 million 
and $137 million respectively.

After the trading of the new stock 
begins, all eyes will be on the compe-
tition between Mail.Ru Group and 
Yandex shares.

Yandex Raises $1.3 Billion in U.S. IPO
By Alexandra Odynova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — Ombudsman Vladimir 
Lukin has called for the government 
to acknowledge that 22,000 Poles exe-
cuted in Katyn forest and elsewhere 
by Josef Stalin’s henchmen in 1940 
were victims of political purges — if 
relatives don’t sue.

“We’ve got to put an end to it 
through complete transparency and the 
refusal of material claims,” Lukin said 
Friday, Interfax reported.

He said Russia must declassify 
and hand over to Poland all documents 
concerning the killings, which have 
strained Russian-Polish relations 
for decades.

“We must publish all the data we 
have once and for all,” he said.

Thousands of members of the Pol-
ish military and elite were executed 
in the Katyn forest after the Soviet 
Union invaded Poland in World War 

II. Moscow blamed the executions 
on Nazi Germany, which took over 
the area in 1941, but the State Duma 
acknowledged last year that the killings 
were done by the Soviet secret service 
NKVD on Stalin’s order.

Nevertheless, Russia has not formally 
recognized the slaughter as political re-
pression. The Military Prosecutor Gen-
eral’s Office closed an inquiry in 2004 
and classified its reasons for doing so.

Many Soviet documents on the is-
sue also remain secret, although Mos-
cow began to declassify them following 
a political thaw prompted by the Katyn 
tragedy last year when Polish President 
Lech Kaczynski died in a plane crash 
en route to the forest.

In all, 148 of 183 volumes on the 
Katyn killings have been handed over 
to Poland, Prosecutor General Yury 
Chaika said Thursday, without elaborat-
ing why the rest remain under wraps 
and whether they might be released.

Ombudsman Calls on Government 
To Classify Katyn as Political Purge

T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — State Duma Deputy 
Ashot Yegiazaryan, who is living 
in California, has been placed on Inter-
pol’s wanted list in connection with 
fraud charges in Moscow.

Yegiazaryan’s name and photograph 
appeared on the organization’s interna-
tional search base late last week, saying 
he is wanted by Moscow’s Basmanny 
District Court over fraud charges.

Yegiazaryan’s lawyers said in an e-
mai led  s ta tement  Fr iday  that 

the court-sanctioned arrest warrant 
was issued on fabricated charges 
and noted that Interpol itself does not 
search for anyone but only circulates 
notices at the request of member 
states.

Prosecutors want Yegiazaryan 
in connection with a 1.5 billion ruble 
($53 million) fraud case surrounding 
the Hotel Moskva development. He 
moved to the United States last year 
and has said he won’t return to Russia 
for fear of his safety.

Yegiazaryan Is Placed On Interpol List



By Maria Buravtseva 
and Nadezhda Zaitseva
V E D O M O S T I

Parking in the city center may cease to 
be free of charge by the end of this 
year.

The Municipal Services Commis-
sion of the Legislative Assembly last 
week approved amendments to the bill 
“On the introduction of changes to St. 
Petersburg legislation for the distinc-
tion of authority between the legisla-
tive assembly and the St. Petersburg 
government for activities relating to 
roads and other road activities within 
St. Petersburg.”

The document was put forward by 
St. Petersburg Governor Valentina 
Matviyenko in April. In accordance 
with federal law No. 69: “On the intro-

duction of changes to Russian Federa-
tion legislation,” dated 21 April 2011, 
the bill would grant City Hall the au-
thority to set up paid parking on re-
gional public streets. Local authorities 
will be able to set prices for parking. 
Deputies passed the first reading on 
Wednesday.

“Deputies would like to retain their 
right to decide on a tariff system for 
parking,” said commission member 
Alexei Belousov. 

Deputy Vitaly Milonov said that the 
government has guaranteed members 
of parliament reductions for subsidized 
households and that payment will be 
carried out using parking meters and 
not car parking attendants.

City Hall could begin charging for 
car parks by the end of this year, with 
a pilot scheme set to take place in the 
central district, said Alexei Bakirei, 
deputy head of St. Petersburg’s Com-
mittee for Transport and Transit pol-
icy, speaking via its press service. Ac-
cording to Bakirei, the cost of parking 

has not yet been decided and a pay-
ment system is still being developed.

Milonov believes that the price 
should be reasonable. “For the first 
three hours, no more than 100 rubles 
($3.50) per hour,” he said. 

Denis Shubin, head of the motoring 
organization A24, said the optimal price 
would be 30 rubles ($1.10) per hour for 
the first few hours. According to Shubin, 
if the price is any higher, City Hall will 
receive nothing but non-payments. 

Parking a car in New York costs 
$0.75 an hour (except in Manhattan 
where parking costs $1.50). In Dublin, 
depending on the area, prices vary 
from $0.85 to $4, in Seattle parking 
costs from $1 to $4 an hour and in Paris 
from $1.40 to $4.20 per hour. Parking at 
St. Petersburg’s Pulkovo Airport costs 
100 rubles ($3.50) per hour for the first 
three hours.

Car parks at the city’s shopping 
malls charge about 200 rubles to 300 
rubles ($7 to $10.50) for two hours, said 
Sergei Fyodorov, general director of 
Praktis CB. “Having paid street park-
ing is a sound idea but a lot will depend 
on how car users are supposed to pay, 
whether or not parking meters will be 
available and who will monitor how 
long cars are left for,” said Fyodorov. 

In order to avoid corruption, park-
ing should be controlled without any 
human input — i.e., by using parking 
meters and video cameras, and fines 
should then be issued by post, said 
Shubin. 
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By Khristina Narizhnaya
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

President Dmitry Medvedev said Fri-
day that he has signed a decree or-
dering the Justice Ministry to moni-
tor law enforcement and the execu-
tion of court decisions and to provide 
annual progress reports, making a di-
rect link between the quality of the 
legal environment and Moscow’s am-
bition to become a global financial 
center.

“Problems with enforcing laws, 
lack of respect for the courts, and cor-
ruption are not just issues affecting 
our public life but are macroeconomic 
factors holding back our national 
wealth growth and putting a brake 
on our efforts to carry out economic 
decisions and social initiatives,” 
the president said at the opening 
of the first International Legal Forum 
in St. Petersburg.

“We will continue to develop our 
legal system. This is beyond any doubt. 
We will continue to improve our court 
system and keep watch over what is 
happening,” he said.

The announcement about the presi-
dential decree came two days after 
Medvedev declared that Russia would 
honor its obligations to the European 
Court of Human Rights, even if Mos-
cow viewed the decisions as politically 
motivated.

The three-day legal forum, which is 
planned as an annual event, took place 
at the historic Mikhailovsky Castle, 
where Emperor Paul I was assassinated 
in the early 19th century. Nearly 500 
legal experts attended, including for-
mer German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schröder; Hans van Loon, secretary 
general of the Hague Conference 
on Private International Law; and In-
ternational Bar Association president 
Akira Kawamura.

Russian courts lack resources 
and qualified judges and lawyers, ex-
perts said. This makes the caseload 
overwhelming, said Anton Ivanov, 
chief justice at the Supreme Arbitra-
tion Court, which handles business dis-
putes.

The average judge is overwhelmed 
by 59 cases a month, about double 
the acceptable amount, Ivanov said.

“The Justice Ministry is economiz-
ing on judges,” Ivanov said.

He said more funds should be ear-
marked for salaries in order to hire 
more judges. Other experts said judicial 
salaries should be boosted to a level that 
bribes would not seem so attractive.

Problems that arise from the lack 
of resources include judges accepting 
bribes and hastily made decisions that 
allow them to move on to the next case, 
experts said.

Establishing alternative arbitration-
for commercial disputes where two 

sides pick a judge to hash out their dif-
ferences in private could also lighten 
the caseload for conventional courts, 
said Tatyana Andreyeva, deputy chief 
justice of the Supreme Arbitration 
Court.

Alternative arbitration, or courts 
independent of the state, currently ex-
ist in Russia, but because of a lack 
of regulation, there are many unquali-
fied courts and judges are not liable 
for bad decisions.

Recently the Supreme Arbitration 
Court started allowing cases to be 
filed electronically, publishing court 
materials and broadcasting sessions 
online.

In addition to legal reform itself, fo-
rum participants discussed how the le-
gal climate affects the investment cli-
mate.

Reworking legislation to curb bu-
reaucrats’ power should decrease cor-
ruption, said Alexander Voloshin, head 
of an advisory group that Medvedev 
has created to make Moscow an inter-
national financial center.

Other ways to make Moscow more 
attractive to international investors in-
clude making the city more multilin-
gual and easing immigration restric-
tions for qualified specialists, partici-
pants said.

Developing a more modern finan-

cial and legal infrastructure and re-
forming tax law should also help, they 
said.

But many things need to be over-
come first.

“The Soviet mentality, the corrup-
tion — these problems aren’t solved so 
quickly,” Voloshin said.

Kawamura, of the International 
Bar Association, said speedy trials 
would attract businessmen to the Rus-
sian legal system. A standard business 
case should take from three months 
to a year, with three years being 
the ceiling in extreme cases, he said. 
Cases in Russia can take more than 10 
years.

Event participants agreed that no 
single country could be used as 
a model.

“Every country has something in-
teresting we can use for our system,” 
Ivanov said.

Johan Gernandt, who serves as 
chairman of the board of the Arbitra-
tion Institute of the Stockholm Cham-
ber of Commerce, commended Friday’s 
forum as a first step but said the prob-
lem should be dealt with as a serious 
crisis.

Laws and regulations need to be re-
worked and a regulatory system should 
be established under the supervision 
of financial and legal authorities, he 
said.

“Russian courts aren’t fully trusted. 
Independence of the court system is 
necessary to convince international 
investors to come to this country,” he 
said, citing pressure from the execu-
tive branch and corruption as factors 
that made the courts not indepen-
dent.

Legal reform is a key factor for at-
tracting investors, Deutsche Bank Rus-
sia chief economist Yaroslav Lissovolik 
said.

The forum needs to be backed up 
by real reforms, namely laws that in-
crease officials’ salaries and tighten 
sanctions for violations, he said.

“It’s a myth that it’s such a large 
country and it’s not possible,” Lissovo-
lik said. “It can be done quickly.”

Medvedev Takes Step Toward Court Reform at Forum 
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Medvedev delivers a speech as Schröder looks on at the International Legal Forum at the Mikhailovsky Castle on Friday. 

Paid Parking Could Hit City by Year’s End

By Nadezhda Zaitseva 
and Alla Tokareva
V E D O M O S T I

The deadline for the submission of 
bids in the auction of the Astoria 
Hotel building passed on Monday. 
The starting price for the building, 
which has an area of 17,000 square 
meters and covers 0.3 hectares, was 
set at 2.18 billion rubles ($77 mil-
lion). The auction will not take 
place, however, due to a shortage of 
bids, two sources involved in the 
auction process informed Vedomo-
sti. A decision on the fate of the 
building is expected in the next few 
days, one of them added. 

The press service of the City 
Property Management Committee 
(KUGI) and the Property Fund de-
clined to comment, stating that an 
official announcement would be 
made in the near future. According 
to the conditions of the sale, in the 
event of only one bid being made 
the auction is deemed invalid. The 
building, which has been accorded 
federal significance as an architec-
tural monument, will now be reeval-
uated with a subsequent lowering of 
the price, one of the sources said. 

This is the second time an attempt 
to sell the Astoria building has failed. 
The first auction was planned for 

November, but the Property Fund 
rescheduled it to May 25. A repre-
sentative of the fund said at the time 
of the rescheduling that a prolonged 
sale period would raise the invest-
ment attractiveness of the site. 

 The building is currently rented 
to the Astoria Hotel Complex at a 
fixed rate through 2046 (from No-
vember 2009 to August 2011 the 
rate is set at 3.45 million rubles 
($121,500) per month. The control-
ling stake in the company belongs 
to the British company Rocco Forte 
& Family, which manages 13 luxury 
class European hotels. The Astoria 
has 210 rooms.  

In November of last year, a rep-
resentative of the tenant told Vedo-
mosti that the company was inter-
ested in buying the building, but 
that the starting price was too high. 

Representatives of Rocco Forte 
& Family declined to comment 
Monday. 

A site like the Astoria is interest-
ing, but requires not only money but 
also the resolution of issues con-
cerning ongoing encumbrances, said 
Igor Luchkov, head of the evalua-
tion, consulting and analysis depart-
ment of Becar group. It is often the 
case that key sites such as this don’t 
immediately find a buyer, he added. 

Auction of Astoria Building 
Canceled Due to Lack of Bids 

A pilot scheme of 
paid parking could be 
introduced in the 
central district by the 
end of this year.
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By Olga Razumovskaya 
and Howard Amos
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

Pipeline monopoly Transneft said Friday 
that it would fight the court ruling man-
dating it to release minutes from its 
board meetings, accusing whistleblowing 
anti-corruption blogger Alexei Navalny 
of conspiring against Russia and using 
the minutes for commercial interests.

In February, Navalny won a lawsuit 
against Transneft to make board meet-
ing minutes available to holders of the 
company’s preferred shares.

According to Navalny, the minutes 
could contain information that would 
prove Transneft embezzled $4 billion 
during the construction of the East Si-
beria-Pacific Ocean pipeline.

“We are not going to hand anything 
over to crooks,” Transneft chief execu-
tive Nikolai Tokarev told the Izvestia 
newspaper.

“Why newspapers pay this gentle-
man [Navalny] so much attention — it’s 
difficult to say,” Transneft spokesman 
Igor Dyomin told The St. Petersburg 
Times. “We haven’t taken him to court, 

and we won’t do it. We understand that 
it’s his style of behavior.”

“It’s like being annoyed by a tick 
when it bites you — it’s just his nature,” 
Dyomin said.

Transneft executives say Navalny 
was trying to get hold of the minutes 
out of commercial interest and not be-
cause he is fighting for a cause.

In the interview with Izvestia, 
Tokarev also accused Navalny of being 
backed by John McCain, a U.S. Repub-
lican senator from Arizona who op-
posed President Barack Obama in the 
2008 presidential elections.

“Let him harass somebody else. We 
will always be able to protect our-
selves,” Tokarev told Izvestia.

According to Tokarev, Navalny also 
had backing from former Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright.

“This man is being licked by Made-
leine Albright’s National Democratic 
Institute,” Tokarev was quoted as say-
ing in an interview that ran on the front 
page of Izvestia.

Navalny jokingly shrugged off 
Tokarev’s allegations on his blog later 

Friday. “What can I say? All of it is 
true. After I had been licked by Made-
leine Albright, I spent 90 million [ru-
bles] of SPS’s [the Union of the Right 
Forces] money, gathered a bunch 
of skinheads and began shooting peo-
ple with the gun that was given to me 
by McCain. … But the court decision 
has taken force. They must provide 
the documents,” Navalny wrote.

“Of course, we plan to comply with 
the court’s decision. But within 
the boundaries of the law, we will try not 
to give the documents,” Transneft vice 
president Mikhail Barkov told Izvestia.

Navalny is currently under investi-
gation himself, facing up to five years 
in prison for allegedly forcing Kirovles, 
a state-owned timber company based 
in the Kirov region, into a disadvanta-
geous contract in 2009, when he served 
as an unpaid adviser to Kirov region 
Governor Nikita Belykh.

The Investigative Committee said 
in mid-May that the blogger involved 
Kirovles in a contract that cost the com-
pany 1.3 million rubles ($46,000) under 
a false pretense.

Transneft Fights Decision on Minutes 
IGOR TABAKOV / SPT 

State-run oil pipeline operator Transneft said that it is planning to use legal means to resist handing over documents.

T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

Russian companies that export 
commodities to China or import 
Chinese-made shoes and clothes 
are the best candidates to float 
their shares on the Hong Kong 
Stock Exchange, Hong Kong-based 
investor Sergio Men said Monday.

“It would be absolutely irrational 
for companies whose business is to-
tally unrelated to China or South-
east Asia to move toward the Hong 
Kong stock exchange,” Men, who is 
managing partner at Eurasia Capital 
Partners, told reporters.

In agreement with that state-
ment, Oleg Deripaska’s aluminum 
company RusAl was the first Rus-
sian company to list its stock 
in Hong Kong in January of last 
year, while Tsentrobuv — which 
bills itself as the country’s largest 
shoe retailer — said in February 
that it was considering a share offer 
there next year.

One of the earliest Russian com-
panies that expressed interest 
in floating in Hong Kong was Deri-
paska’s Strikeforce Mining & Re-
sources. It scheduled the listing 
for fall 2008 but canceled when 
the crisis hit. The company delayed 
the IPO again last year.

A source close to Strikeforce 
said Monday that an IPO was no 
longer a priority because the com-
pany was looking to diversify its 
business and form alliances with 
strategic partners first.

The strategy of Strikeforce’s 
parent company, En+, says all its 
units should eventually offer shares 
to the public, but an En+ spokes-
man said it didn’t comment on IPO 
prospects of its specific compa-
nies.

Eurasia Capital is sponsoring 
the second Russia Capital Raising 
and Investment Summit in Hong 
Kong next month.

Organized by two regional 
business  publicat ions owned 
b y  H a y m a r k e t  P u b l i s h i n g , 
the largest United Kingdom pri-
vate publisher, the event aims 
to bring together Russian execu-
tives and investors from around 
Southeast Asia, including China, 
India and Korea.

Men said he thinks that Sport-
master, one of the country’s largest 
retail chains of sporting goods, 
would eventually offer its stock 
to investors in Hong Kong. Sport-
master could not be reached 
for comment Monday afternoon.

Shoes, Metal Right 
For Hong Kong 

By Valery Kodachigov
V E D O M O S T I

The quality of third-generation, or 3G, 
mobile Internet services in Moscow var-
ies greatly among the big three carriers, 
according to recent analysis by Telecom-
daily, with MegaFon showing the best 
results for areas outside the city limits.

Measurements were carried out 
in April and May 2011 in Moscow and in 
towns of 10,000 people or more in the 
Moscow region — which represents 
about 90 percent of the population, 
Telecomdaily CEO Denis Kuskov said.

The company used a special device 
to load files of a standard size from the 
Internet at regular intervals in order 
to test the average and maximum speed 
of access to mobile operators, as well as 
the area of their coverage.

MegaFon scored the highest aver-
age and maximum speed at three 
and seven megabits per second, or 
Mbps, respectively. In second place was 
Mobile TeleSystems with an average 
speed of 2.1 Mbps and maximum of 5.2 
Mbps, while VimpelCom took third 
at 1.7 Mbps and 4.6 Mbps.

3G Mobile Coverage Varies 
Depending on Network

By Lena Smirnova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

Russia spent more than $80 million 
in 2010 to improve health care in devel-
oping countries, according to a report 
the Finance Ministry released Friday.

The report highlights how the coun-
try is meeting its G8 commitments 
ahead of the upcoming summit 
in Deauville, France.

“Health has become for Russia 
quite a traditional area for contributing 
to international development,” said 
Andrei Bokarev, head of the Finance 
Ministry’s international financial rela-
tions department.

Russia’s contributions to G8 initia-
tives have helped pay for vaccine re-
search and subsidies, as well as up-
grades to 10 anti-epidemic response 
teams that could be used in humanitar-
ian emergencies.

The G8 funnels its vaccine assis-
tance through the Advance Market 
Commitment initiative, which claims 
“to stimulate industry investment 
in global health product development.” 
Russia pledged to pay $80 million 
into the initiative by 2018 and has al-
ready disbursed $16 million.

The first Russia-subsidized vaccines 
were delivered to Nicaragua, Kenya, 
Yemen, Congo and Guyana at the be-
ginning of 2011, Bokarev said.

The report also lists food security as 
a main priority. According to the re-
port, Russia spent $98.2 million last 
year to train farm specialists and sup-

ply technology and resistant seed cul-
tures to Africa. This year’s spending 
on food security is expected to stay 
the same, Bokarev said.

G20 countries plan to approve 
a food security strategy in Cannes this 
November.

Russia’s contribution to international 
assistance programs is growing faster 

than that of its G8 partners, said Ambas-
sador-at-Large Vadim Lukov. The coun-
try funded roughly $432 million per year 
between 2007 and 2010, compared with 
the $101 million it had paid annually 
in the three years prior, Lukov said.

“It is the highest growth rate among 
the G8 countries,” Lukov said. 
“Whereas for the other donors — our 
Western partners — the main task right 
now is to maintain the levels they’ve 
already reached.”

But Bokarev did not overplay Rus-
sia’s role in the G8 initiatives. The coun-
try is still the smallest donor despite 
the higher growth rate, he said.

“We are still far, as are many of our 
partners in the G8, from the achieve-
ments of the levels made in the 1960s 
and 1970s when annual assistance 
amounted to 0.7 percent of gross na-
tional product,” Bokarev said.

Russia spent a total of $472.32 mil-
lion on international development as-
sistance in 2010, nearly meeting its an-
nual target rate of $500 million. This is 
down from the $785 million given 
in 2009 due to greater domestic needs 
during the global financial crisis, 
Bokarev said.

$472 Million Spent on Foreign Aid in 2010

“We are still far from 
the achievements of 
the levels made in the 
1960s,” said Andrei 
Bokarev of the 
Finance Ministry.
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By Irina Filatova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — A former Central 
Bank head is likely to become 
the new chairman of the supervi-
sory board at state bank VTB as 
part of the Kremlin’s measures 
to improve the investment cli-
mate, a presidential adviser said 
Monday.

“There’s a proposal, but no 
instruction yet. It’s very likely,” 
presidential economic aide 
Arkady Dvorkovich said.

Sergei Dubinin, who chaired 
the Central Bank in 1995-98 
and is currently a board member 
at VTB Capital, if elected, will 
replace Finance Minister Alexei 
Kudrin, who will have to leave 
his seat as board chairman 
by July 1 in line with President 
Dmitry Medvedev’s  order 
to elect independent board di-
rectors in state-owned compa-
nies instead of government offi-
cials and ministers.

Among the officials who are 
board members at different state 
companies are Energy Minister 
Sergei Shmatko, Economic De-
velopment Minister Elvira Nabi-
ullina, Agriculture Minister Yel-
ena Skrynnik and Transporta-
tion Minister Igor Levitin.

The new board chairman will 
be elected at the VTB share-
holders meeting scheduled 
for June 3.

Dvorkovich also endorsed ad-
justing the mineral extraction tax 
formula to tackle rising gasoline 
prices, instead of lowering excise 
taxes, if global oil prices exceed 
$90 per barrel — a measure pro-
posed by the Federal Anti-Mo-
nopoly Service last week.

Correcting the formula 
for the mineral extraction tax, 
which goes to the federal budget, 
will not have a negative effect 
on regional budgets, where ex-
cise taxes go.

“We don’t need to centralize 
tax revenues more, we need to de-
centralize them more,” he told re-
porters after a news conference 
devoted to the upcoming meeting 
of the president’s modernization 
commission, which was due to dis-
cuss the introduction of new tech-
nologies in pediatrics Tuesday.

Annual government spend-
ing on new technologies in pedi-
atrics could increase to at least 
100 billion rubles ($3.5 billion) 
in the next several years, 
from the current 70 billion ru-
bles, Dvorkovich said.

“It’s quite a real prospect,” he 
said.

Medvedev said in his state-
of-the-nation address last year 
that at least 25 percent of the 
overall spending to modernize 
health care should go to devel-
oping children’s medicine.

The government “overful-
filled” this plan, Dvorkovich 
said, adding that about 142 bil-
lion rubles will be spent for that 
purpose in the next two years, as 
part of the 460 billion rubles set 
aside for health care.

Funds for health care modern-
ization should go to priority sec-
tors, with the domestic production 
of vaccines being one of the most 
crucial issues, said Alexander Ba-
ranov, head of the center for chil-
dren’s health at the Russian Acad-
emy of Medical Sciences.

Dubinin 
To Head 
VTB

TOP 30 (BY MARKET CAPITALIZATION)

 CLOSE, RUB CHANGE, % VOLUME, MLN RUB 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

AFK Sistema 29.1510 -3.80 31.93 36.4820 24.6750
Baltika 1,354.0000 0.15 1.94 1,791.9900 780.0000
Bank Moskvy 912.4000 -1.83 0.91 1,398.9900 870.2000
FSK EES 0.3308 -4.40 407.70 0.4810 0.2890
Gazprom 190.3000 -3.35 14,716.91 247.4700 142.0900
Gazprom neft 117.0000 -2.79 81.88 158.0000 101.0000
Holding MRSK 3.6170 -3.96 207.70 5.7910 2.8330
LUKOIL 1,702.9000 -0.49 3,548.72 2,090.0000 1,400.0100
Magnit 3,649.9000 -1.60 37.56 4,495.9900 2,290.0000
Mechel 712.0000 -1.82 44.20 989.9500 555.0000
MMK 23.8900 -3.32 131.54 38.0000 20.8050
MTS 232.3200 -1.56 282.88 264.5000 217.0000
NLMK 100.7900 -3.35 235.64 151.2000 79.5000
NorNickel GMK 6,899.0000 -1.58 4,410.99 7,980.0000 4,350.0000
NOVATEK 353.0000 -0.28 165.79 390.0000 174.6900
OGK-4 2.3350 -2.38 39.20 3.3500 2.1277
Polus Zoloto 1,925.0000 1.49 444.35 1,997.0000 1,222.6800
Polymetal 479.6000 -3.31 81.13 749.9500 286.0000
Raspadskaya 156.5000 -5.44 206.06 240.0000 114.5100
ROSBANK 105.0100 -0.46 0.38 126.9900 95.0200
Rosneft 222.3100 -2.28 2,593.41 276.2000 177.3500
RusGidro 1.3379 -2.22 668.42 1.8270 1.3211
Sberbank 91.6500 -2.50 14,023.68 110.9500 63.8100
Severstal 470.6000 -1.96 1,033.10 598.5800 294.3600
Surgut 26.3000 -1.01 635.99 36.1750 24.6130
Tatneft-3 152.5400 -1.45 197.48 197.0000 119.6200
TNK-BP Holding 78.3500 0.45 138.40 N/A N/A
Uralkaliy 212.0000 -2.39 723.72 250.0000 93.3000
VTB 0.0809 -2.28 1,695.99 0.1114 0.0657
WBDF 3,700.0000 -1.44 4.08 4,000.0000 1,225.0000

MOST-TRADED OTHER STOCKS

 CLOSE, RUB CHANGE, % VOLUME, MLN RUB 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

Akron 1,194.0000 -2.29 185.40 1,433.7700 712.0000
INTER RAO EES 0.0326 -3.45 173.54 0.0537 0.0326
MosEnrg 2.4866 -1.99 64.41 3.5900 2.4750
Mostotrest 215.0000 -0.46 28.28 N/A N/A
MTS-002D 229.0000 -1.72 101.52 N/A N/A
Ob.aviastroitelnaya korp. 0.3489 -5.71 31.14 0.5420 0.3488
OGK-1 0.8325 -5.78 38.47 1.2670 0.8270
OGK-2 1.3010 -3.34 28.03 1.9030 1.3000
OGK-6 1.0398 -4.77 49.59 1.6460 1.0020
PIK 104.4700 -1.62 71.43 147.9000 95.7100
Rostelecom 159.9900 -2.06 75.21 186.7900 95.1300
Rostelecom (pref) 82.3000 -0.89 102.17 111.5000 63.9100
Rostelecom 011D 146.4200 -1.07 138.39 N/A N/A
Sberbank (pref) 63.0500 -3.13 1,265.81 78.7700 50.3400
Surgut (pref) 13.3470 -2.73 440.80 17.9850 11.6930
Tatneft (pref) 81.5000 -4.32 49.06 134.4100 62.8900
TMK 129.6400 -3.96 35.20 176.8500 111.5300
TNK-BP Holding 74.0000 1.09 86.35 N/A N/A

Source: MICEX

MICEX

 UNITS RUBLES U.S. $  UNITS RUBLES U.S. $

Australian dollar 1 29.90 1.05
Brazilian real 1 17.47 0.62
Canadian dollar 1 28.96 1.02
Chinese yuan 10 43.59 1.54
Danish krone 10 53.29 1.88
Euro 1 39.81 1.40
Indian rupee 100 62.59 2.21
Japanese yen 100 34.78 1.23

Kazakh tenge 100 19.51 0.69
New Turkish Lira 1 17.62 0.62
Norwegian krone 10 50.58 1.78
Swedish krona 10 44.48 1.57
Swiss franc 1 32.13 1.13
U.K. pound 1 45.77 1.62
U.S. dollar 1 28.34 1.00
Ukrainian hryvna 10 35.48 1.25

Source: Troika Dialog

CENTRAL BANK CURRENCY RATES

 CLOSE CHANGE, % 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

RTS Index 1,765.04 -3.30 2,123.56 1,226.57
RTS2 Index 2,140.66 -1.63 2,407.29 1,560.41
RTS Oil & Gas Index 205.36 -3.23 253.79 146.90
RTS Consumer & Retail Index 414.47 -0.44 453.53 264.89
RTS Metals & Mining Index 341.54 -1.90 388.35 226.54
RTS Industrial Index 209.91 -0.45 244.20 136.41
RTS Electric Utilities Index 235.86 -3.79 287.75 224.32
RTS Telecom Index 282.81 -1.99 317.01 183.24
RTS Finances Index 422.23 -2.74 498.85 298.51

Source: RTS

RTS SECTOR INDEXES

 CLOSE CHANGE, % 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

MICEX Index 1,573.14 -1.92 1,865.30 1,194.92
MICEX10 Index 3,593.62 -2.09 4,292.60 2,841.82
MICEX Oil & Gas 2,907.48 -1.56 3,515.61 2,198.01
MICEX Power 2,623.75 -2.67 3,509.57 2,618.32
MICEX Telecommunication 2,357.22 -1.94 2,687.04 1,792.35
MICEX Metals & Mining 5,020.69 -1.86 6,178.50 3,766.22
MICEX Manufacturing 2,315.90 -3.26 3,054.11 1,604.12
MICEX Large Cap 2,535.62 -1.90 3,011.50 1,932.63
MICEX Mid Cap 2,866.12 -1.65 3,337.25 2,242.85

Source: MICEX

MICEX SECTOR INDEXES

LUKoil 60.70000 0.00 0.000 72.80000 45.10000
MMK 0.88850 0.00 0.000 1.10500 0.72600
MTS 8.15000 -10.44 0.186 9.15000 7.35000
Magnit 132.20000 0.00 0.000 145.72344 77.70000
Mechel 26.10000 0.00 0.000 31.90000 19.25000
Norilsk Nickel 258.00000 0.00 0.000 278.00000 141.00000
Novatek 12.80000 0.00 0.000 13.53000 5.80000
Novolipetsk Steel 3.80000 0.00 0.000 4.53000 2.60000
TNK-BP Holding 2.73500 -2.32 0.301 3.35000 2.70000
Polymetal 16.30000 0.00 0.000 19.30000 9.60000
Polyus Gold 68.00000 0.59 0.471 69.37000 40.50000
Rosneft 8.80000 0.00 0.000 9.48498 6.00000
Rostelecom 5.18926 0.00 0.000 6.07000 3.41000
RusHydro 0.04700 -6.00 0.029 0.05820 0.04690
Sberbank 3.23000 -3.15 2.341 3.88000 2.04000
Sberbank, RDR 13.66000 -3.60 0.276 17.70000 13.59000
Severstal 18.21971 0.00 0.000 19.85073 9.65000
Sistema 1.15700 0.00 0.000 1.29000 0.83000
Surgutneftegaz 1.04000 0.00 0.000 1.17000 0.80000
Tatneft 5.38000 -2.18 1.162 6.96000 4.06000
Uralkali 7.75000 0.00 0.000 8.75000 3.12000
VTB 0.00302 0.00 0.000 0.00370 0.00230
WBD Foods 138.30000 0.00 0.000 138.30000 42.00000

RTS STANDARD MOST-TRADED STOCKS

 CLOSE, $ CHANGE, % VOLUME, $ MLN 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

IDGC of Centre 0.03800 -12.46 0.038 0.04900 0.03150
NOMOS-BANK 31.50000 -7.35 0.013 35.60000 31.50000
36,6 2.83500 -6.59 0.048 3.80000 2.50000
Bashkirenergo 1.53000 -2.55 0.038 2.42000 1.31736
Bashneft (pref) 40.00000 -6.98 0.040 48.50000 21.75000
FESCO 0.54500 0.93 0.125 0.60000 0.34500
GAZ 42.50000 -2.30 0.021 58.00000 26.00000
INTER RAO UES 0.00115 -4.17 0.121 0.00167 0.00115
UAC 0.01300 -14.47 0.013 0.01600 0.01300
Mechel (pref) 14.40000 -6.98 0.443 17.40000 14.40000
Mosenergo 0.08750 -5.41 0.044 0.12000 0.08750
OGK-1 0.03100 -11.68 0.016 0.04190 0.03100
OPIN 37.00000 2.78 0.909 50.50000 26.60000

Source: RTS

 CLOSE, $ CHANGE, % VOLUME, $ MLN 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

RTS (CONTINUED)

TOP 30 (BY MARKET CAPITALIZATION)

 CLOSE, $ CHANGE, % VOLUME, $ MLN 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

FGC UES 0.01200 -5.51 0.108 0.01550 0.00920
Baltika Breweries 47.75000 0.53 0.312 50.00000 29.25000
Bank of Moscow 40.00000 0.00 0.000 40.00000 33.25000
Bashneft 53.00000 0.00 0.027 62.00000 30.00000
Gazprom 6.70000 -4.01 0.378 8.77000 4.55000
Gazprom Neft 4.50000 0.00 0.000 5.45000 3.50000
IDGC Holding 0.13300 0.00 0.000 0.18750 0.10270

RTS

RUSSIAN MARKETS

 SHARES PER ADR CLOSE, $ CHANGE, % VOLUME*, $ 52-WK HI 52-WK LO

CTC Media 1 18.65 -2.3  191,613  24.98 12.91
Evraz Group 0.33 30.35 -4.0  1,437,515  42.75 21.59
Gazprom 4 13.38 -4.4  45,736,125  17.73 9.03
Gazprom Neft 10 20.50 -4.0  137,744  28.15 16.50
KazMunaiGas EP 0.16667 19.46 -4.6  149,362  24.93 17.00
LUKoil 4 59.70 -1.8  4,287,566  76.25 44.50
Mechel 3 25.04 -2.2  1,100,323  34.74 17.17
MTS 20 19.56 -2.2  561,509  23.51 17.58
Norilsk Nickel 1 24.30 -3.0  5,210,506  28.26 13.88
Novatek  130.50 -3.7  256,965  146.90 63.50
Rosneft 1 7.80 -3.1  19,289,261  9.73 5.89
Rostelecom 6 33.90 -3.6  400  38.55 18.20
Sistema 0.02 24.90 -4.7  510,845  31.91 20.52
Surgutneftegaz 10 9.25 -1.9  2,595,168  12.55 7.76
Tatneft 20 36.37 -2.6  300,153  49.00 22.53
VimpelCom 0.8 13.75 -1.4  500,711  17.84 13.20
Wimm-Bill-Dann 1 32.32 -1.3  46,203  35.40 17.11
X5 Retail Group 4 36.21 -1.3  412,218  48.00 29.99

* Estimated reported volumes
** N.Y. price at 7 p.m. Moscow time

Source: Troika Dialog

ADRS, GDRS AND FOREIGN-TRADED STOCK May 23

RTS INDEX WINNERS & LOSERS

Source: RTS

MICEX INDEX WINNERS & LOSERS 

Source: MICEX

RTS INDEX (COMPOSITE OF TOP 50 STOCKS)

Source: RTS

MICEX INDEX (COMPOSITE OF TOP 30 STOCKS)

Source: MICEX

Success will not lower its 

standard to us. We must 

raise our standard to 

success.”

Rev. Randall R. McBride, Jr.

“

INTERNATIONAL MARKETS
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By Olga Kalashnikova
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

Have fun, test your courage and over-
come your fears: That is the motto of 
the Orekh Norwegian rope park that 
opened last weekend in Orekhovo, a 
settlement in the Priozersk district 60 
kilometers north of St. Petersburg. 

The adventure park is situated in 
an ecologically clean pine forest on 
the shores of Bolshoye Borkovo 
Lake. The trees in the park range 
from two to 20 meters in height and 
are connected in a variety of ways 
such as by rope-and-wooden bridges, 
rope lines, suspension bridges, sus-
pended logs, rope ladders and zip-
lines — the latter being the most 
popular way to get from tree to tree, 
but also the most daunting. Each of 
the six routes around the park con-
sists of 85 stages.

The routes are of various degrees of 
difficulty, from children’s courses to the 
most challenging: The “black” route 
that finishes with a 200 meter zip-line 
suspended at a height of 25 meters. For 
those who are not so keen on heights, 
there are similar routes situated closer 
to the ground. 

Despite the vast volume of wood, 
rope and net fixtures bound to the 
trees, the rope park’s organizers say 
they have taken great care not to dam-
age the trees or the environment.

“All the fastenings are produced us-
ing a technology specially designed to 
avoid harming the trees,” said Hans 
Christian Anderson, one of the orga-
nizers of the park. “If one day we de-
cide to pack up and take everything 
down, a day later there would be no 
way of telling that we’d even been in 
this forest.”

Safety is the park’s main concern. 
Visitors do not necessarily need a high 
degree of physical fitness or prior 
knowledge of climbing techniques. 
However, before taking to the ropes, 
everyone must attend an induction 
course that goes through the basic 
types of activities at the park, and in-
structors teach visitors how to use the 
safety equipment. 

“All the equipment is made in Nor-
way and brought to Russia,” said An-
derson. “None of it is even produced in 
Russia. We constantly carefully moni-
tor our safety equipment and we’re 
sure that it is reliable.”

This is the first time that such a 
rope park has been built in Russia, 
and there weren’t any local specialists 
who could help with its construction. 
The idea of a Norwegian park had 
been around for four years, but the 
project only got underway when the 
owner of an extreme tourism com-
pany met with a Norwegian in Mos-
cow who told him about the adven-
ture parks. 

“We had been looking for partners 
who could help with a site in one of 
St. Petersburg’s suburbs for years 
when the owner of the St. Petersburg 

Ambassador hotel offered us a plot 
of land at his country club, Orekh,” 
said Yegor Churakov, one of the 
park’s organizers.

“It turned out that in Russia, we 
lack experience in constructing ad-
venture parks and the Norwegians 
had never undertaken projects in 
Russia, so we assembled an interna-
tional team of designers from France, 
Norway, the Czech Republic, Finland 
and Sweden.”

Last autumn, the team arrived on 
site in the Priozersk district and chose 
the trees best suited for the purpose. 

“Nature itself provided us with the 
first trail,” said Churakov. “A storm 
had blown down most of the trees in 
the area, providing us with all the 
wood that we needed for the adven-
ture park. We didn’t do any felling 

ourselves; every tree that was standing 
when we arrived is still standing to-
day,” he said.

In Europe, adventure parks are of-
ten visited as part of team building ex-
ercises, but in Russia this activity is 
only just starting to catch on. The open-
ing of the park was well attended, in-
cluding by the residents of dachas in 
the area. While most were willing to 
have a go, there were already some 
criticisms.

“These are very unusual, difficult 
and interesting trails, but there is 
room for improvement,” said Sergei, 
who had traveled from St. Peters-
burg especially for the opening of 
the park. “The main problem is that 
you can’t leave a trail once you’ve 
begun. Anything could happen: You 
might get scared, tired or feel un-
well, but there’s no turning back; you 
have to go right to the end of the 
route.” 

“Moreover, there are long lines of 
people at each platform waiting for 
their turn to move on to the next trail,” 
he said. “I did enjoy myself, however, 
and I think I’ll come back to try the 
most challenging ‘black’ route, as I 
didn’t have time to do it today,” he 
added.

Norwegian Rope Park Caters to City’s Thrill-Seekers

FOR SPT 

Various paths ranging from zip-lines to rope bridges enable would-be Tarzans to move from tree to tree at the park.

FOR SPT 

All visitors must complete an induction course before taking to the trees. 
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Travel

By Alexander Bratersky
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

IRKUTSK — The first thing 
a visitor recently saw when en-
tering the museum of exiled 
Prince Sergei Volkonsky in Ir-
kutsk was a drowsy, gray-haired 

attendant sitting behind a table with 
a calendar adorned with the Yukos 
logo, a forest-green triangle with a yel-
low tip.

The parallel was coincidental, but 
telling.

The fate of Volkonsky, who was 
banished to this eastern corner of Sibe-
ria for his role in the Decembrist upris-
ing against the monarchy in 1825, re-
sembles that of former Yukos CEO 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky, who was 
locked up in an East Siberian prison 
after his own conflict with the govern-
ment.

Khodorkovsky was shipped off far 
beyond Irkutsk, but this unofficial cap-
ital of the Baikal region has seen its fair 
share of rebels and prides itself for its 
libertine streak.

Granted, residents have not exer-
cised it in years. But it surfaced in 2010 
when they ousted a pro-Kremlin mayor 
and voted in the Communist-backed 
candidate.

The new mayor, Viktor Kondrashov, 
was quick to join the ruling United 
Russia party — a sine qua non of Rus-
sian politics.

But the vote signified a longing 
for change, long overdue in a city that 
has the potential to become an indus-
trial, academic or tourist capital but 
does not qualify for any — yet.

But it does have ardent fans like 
legendary rocker Boris Grebensh-
chikov. “All the best about Siberia 
comes together here,” said Grebensh-
chikov, a household name in Russia 
who has performed with his band Ak-
varium many times in the city.

Irkutsk feels a lot like a Soviet city 
from the 1960s, thanks to the dated ar-
chitecture of shabby apartment blocks 
and a central street still bearing the name 
Karl Marx. Downtown streets are lined 
with mammoth old poplars, and elderly 
couples still waltz in the parks in the 
summertime as they did during the glory 
days of native son Rudolf Nureyev, 
the celebrated ballet dancer who de-
fected to the West in 1961.

But the new is creeping in, too. Old 
apartment blocks wage a stubborn bat-
tle against modern middle-class com-
pounds, and Ulitsa Karla Marxa is 

chock full of brand-name boutiques 
and cozy restaurants.  

Irkutsk is even developing its own 
business district, Irkutsk City, com-
plete with a Class-B business center, 
Terra, and a recreation zone. Tenants 
so far largely comprise small local 
companies, but Japan Tobacco, 
the world’s third-largest cigarette 
maker, and Canada’s Knelson mining 
equipment producer have also opened 
offices here.

Some 3,800 researchers study earth 
science at the local branch of the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences, which was 
opened in 1949 and occupies a campus 
on the shore of the Angara, the only 
river that flows out of Lake Baikal, lo-
cated 70 kilometers away.

The lake is Irkutsk’s main tourist 
draw, attracting about 500,000 visitors 
a year to the city. Baikal is the world’s 
oldest and deepest lake with an aver-
age depth of 744.4 meters, as well as 
one of the clearest —although a nearby 
paper mill does its best to change that. 
Frankly, the word “lake” does not re-
ally do justice to Baikal — and any lo-
cal will tell you that you have to see this 
vast freshwater sea to believe it.

An extra influx of tourists are ex-
pected in fall 2011 to celebrate Irkutsk’s 

350th anniversary, and Marriott Inter-
national, the global hotel chain, is 
scheduled to open a Marriott Court-
yard this summer to help cope with 
the visitors.

Irkutsk was founded in 1661 as 
a Cossack fort to safeguard fur mer-
chants trading with China.

Irkutsk City Hall has earmarked 80 
million rubles ($2.8 million) to spruce 
up the city for the anniversary celebra-
tions, including the renovation of its 
once-trademark wooden houses.

“Some of those houses have half 
sunk underground but, still, many 
of them are real masterpieces of join-
ery,” said Tatyana Denisova, a lawyer 
and a local history enthusiast.

WHAT TO SEE
The Sergei Volkonsky Museum (10 
Pereulok Volkonskogo; +7 3952-20-
88-18; Imd38.ru) offers sights beyond 
the Yukos calendar. The prince’s 
wooden mansion, itself a fine piece 
of joinery, is preserved from the mid-
19th century and comes complete with 
stables, servant quarters and a piano 
room.

Don’t miss the exhibit dedicated 
to his fabled wife Maria Volkonskaya 
and the wives of other rebel aristocrats 

who followed their husbands into Sibe-
rian exile after the failure of the coup 
in December 1825.

Check out the impressive paintings 
in the Vladimir Sukachyov Museum (5 
Ulitsa Lenina; +7 3952-34-01-46; Mu-
seum.irk.ru/homeengl.htm), named 
after an Irkutsk mayor and patron 
of the arts who loomed larger than life 
in pre-revolutionary Siberia. Sukachy-
ov’s personal collection, which he ac-
quired in the late 1800s and be-
queathed to the city, forms the basis 
for the museum.

On exhibit are a solid collection 
of European art from the 17th to 19th 
centuries, an exceptional set of paint-
ings by Russian masters and one of the 
best collections of Japanese and Chi-
nese art in the country.

Finally, the Angara steam-pow-
ered icebreaker (Solnechny district; 
+7 3952-35-80-85; Angara.gavailer.
ru), built by the British in 1898 on a 
tsarist government order and now 
turned into a museum, is the only 
surviving vessel of its type in the 
world.

For a complete version of this article, 
visit www.themoscowtimes.com/be-
yond_moscow/irkutsk.html

Irkutsk: Libertine Legacy on the Shores of Baikal
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A statue of Alexander III on Ulitsa Karla Marxa in Irkutsk celebrating the completion of the Trans-Siberian Railway.
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IRKUTSK 

Population: 587,200
Main industries: military jet produc-
tion, fish processing, construction
Mayor: Viktor Kondrashov
Interesting fact: The black cat on 
the city’s coat of arms and flag is ac-
tually a Siberian tiger still known by 
its 17th-century name, babr. In its 
mouth is a red sable, whose precious 
fur first attracted Russian merchants 
to the region.
Helpful contacts: 
•  Mayor Viktor Kondrashov 

(+7 3952-20-05-22; Admirkutsk.ru); 
•  City Hall spokeswoman Lilia 

Khadyeva (+7 3952-52-00-35); 
•  Konstantin Shavrin, 

president of the Irkutsk-based East 
Siberian branch of the Russian 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (16 Ulitsa Sukhe-Batora; 
+7 3952-33-50-60; Tppvs.ru).

Sister cities: Shenyang, China; the 
French cites of Evian-les-Bains, Greno-
ble and Dijon; Pforzheim, Germany; 
Pordenone, Italy; Kanazawa, Japan; 
Ulan Bator, Mongolia; Novi Sad, 
Serbia; Strömsund, Sweden; Eugene, 
in the U.S. state Oregon. 
Major Irkutsk companies 

•  Irkut (3 Ulitsa Novatorov; +7 3952-
32-29-09; Irkut.com/en/) produces 
Su-30 and Su-27 fighter jets and 
accounts for 15 percent of all Rus-
sian arms exports.

•  Founded as a small lab with Irkutsk 
State Technical University, TOMS 
( 8 3 / 1  U l i t s a  L e r m o n t o v a ; 
+7 3952-79-87-00; Tomsgroup.ru/
eng/) has grown into an industry 
leader in mineral separation and 
has constructed mineral separation 
factories across all of the former 
Soviet Union.

•  Irkutsk Mineral Water Bottling Plant 
(17 U l i tsa  Kashtakovskaya; 
+7 3952-78-04-40; Irkvoda.ru/en/), 
is a leading mineral water producer 
whose goods, naturally, come from 
springs surrounding Lake Baikal.
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Tel.: 915 5501. 
Brand new Italian restaurant, bar and 
grill from chef Luca Pellino. Enjoy classic 
Italian dishes served in innovative ways 
or try nuovo Italiano cuisine prepared in 
our chef’s inimitable style amid elegant 
Tuscan-style decor. Suitable for any 
occasion — lunch, drinks, dinner and 
romance. The menu features 
homemade pasta, abundant fresh 
seafood dishes, high grade marble 
steaks and homemade ice cream and 
desserts. The wine menu boasts top 
wines from all over Italy and France to 
complement the dishes perfectly.  

$$     

Testo

5/29 Pereulok Grivtsova. 
Metro: Sadovaya or Sennaya Square
Tel.: 315 64 20
Open daily from 11 a.m. till 11 p.m.
Interested in experiencing Little Eataly in 
Russia? Look no further!
“Testo” is a perfect spot conveniently 
located in the heart of St. Petersburg, 
offering divine organic freshly made food 
at extremely reasonable prices. Truly the 
best Italian food in the northern capital 
can be found here, from homemade pasta 
of your choice to filet mignon, all at prices 
that will pleasantly surprise you. Testo is 
an absolute gem for any occasion, from a 
family brunch to a romantic dinner. The 
décor is cozy, and the layout is such that 
you can set your own mood. The wine list 
is diverse and has something for every 
taste and budget. The key words at cafe 
Testo are democratic prices, organic 
produce, a fantastic wine list and super 
location. A place that is not to be missed!

$    

INTERNATIONAL

Cafe Vienna

57  Nevsky Prospect
Corinthia Hotel St Petersburg
Tel.: 380-20-01
E-mail: reservation@corinthia.ru
Café Vienna on the ground floor of the 
Corinthia Hotel offers the best tea and cof-
fee in St. Petersburg, as well as sensational 
cakes from the hotel’s pastry chef. Only 
here can you enjoy desserts and light 
snacks in the very best Viennese traditions. 
And for those who are looking for more 
substantial food, we have an international 
à la carte menu for lunch and dinner. Mon-
day & Sunday: 10 a.m. to midnight. Tues-
day – Saturday: 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

$$      

FISH

Fish House

4 Pereulok Grivtsova. 
Tel.: +7 (812) 448-22-77, 956-84-38.
Email: info@stroganoffsteakhouse.ru
The Fish House menu has been 
developed by the head chef of Russian 
Vodka Room No. 1, Igor Dashkevich. The 
range of fish and seafood at the 
restaurant includes traditional fish house 
dishes, such as salmon and tuna steaks, 
seabass and lobster, prawns and 
scallops, as well as delicacies rarely 
found on the menus of other restaurants 
in St. Petersburg, including fish from 

ASIAN

Gloss Cafe Restaurant

17 Nevsky Prospekt. Tel.: 315-23-15.
Gloss cafe is the perfect place for those 
who appreciate fine food, a cozy 
atmosphere and good music. 
At Gloss Cafe’s open kitchen, chefs work 
their magic to create Asian cuisine: sushi, 
rolls, temaki and  phyto salads, while hot 
dishes are prepared in sizzling woks. 
Continental dishes include our excellent 
leg of lamb with rosemary, dorado fillet 
with herbs, or risotto with asparagus and 
parmesan. Guests can also choose from 
our extensive tea menu and wide range 
of wines and cocktails at democratic 
prices. Our culinary delights are 
complemented by free Wi-Fi, sets by top 
DJs and fantastic parties on Fridays and 
Saturdays. On weekdays, a sushi buffet is 
available, priced at just 200 rubles.

$    

King Pong Cafe

16 Ulitsa Bolshaya Morskaya
Metro: Gostiny Dvor
Tel.: 315 8256 
Open: 12:00-00:00
Lunch mon-fri 12:00-15:30 
Globally trendy Pan-Asian fare has finally 
reached St. Petersburg. Conveniently 
located in the heart of the city, King Pong 
Cafe offers a wide range of the 
inexpensive, elegantly presented dishes 
of Southeast Asia. The space is 
welcoming, filled with sunlight during the 
day and is a great place for a business or 
casual lunch. Sleek and stylish retro 
interior, dimly lit in the evening makes a 
perfect atmosphere for romantic 
rendezvous or dinner with friends and 
family. The Mondrian inspired bar is a 
chic meeting ground for hip and trendy or 
young professionals, offering a variety of 
exotic cocktails and extensive wine list.
Outstandingly delicious food served in a 
visually pleasing environment makes 
King Pong Cafe the ultimate drinking & 
dining experience.

$    

BAR & GRILL

Koreiko 

18 Kolokolnaya Ulitsa
Tel: 957-95-77
Open 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Koreiko restaurant is located on the 
quiet Kolokolnaya Ulitsa in the very 
heart of the city. Its interior is 
reminiscent of an eclectic early 20th-
century living room.
The restaurant’s retro style is combined 
with original cosmopolitan cuisine, 
dominated by grilled dishes. Tiger 
prawns, squid, octopus, sea scallops, 
rabbit liver, duck breast, lamb fillet and 
ribeye steak are all cooked on charcoal.
Thanks to its convenient location, 
welcoming interior and democratic 
prices, Koreiko is a perfect place for 
both meeting friends and for romantic 
dinner-dates. Here, there is something 
for everyone: Excellent cuisine, an 
extensive wine menu, broad range of 
teas and original hookahs.
  
$$      

Siberian rivers – Siberian white salmon 
and muksun whitefish. The Fish House 
wine menu offers selections from almost 
every region in the world at affordable 
prices. For true connoisseurs, a wine 
cellar is being created that will comprise 
exclusive wines from the Top 100 list of 
Wine Spectator magazine. The 
restaurant’s main room can seat 100, 
while the basement floor has been 
designed for hosting banquets and 
private events. Business lunch daily from 
midday to 
4 p.m. Guests can choose from a 
selection of salads, soups and hot 
dishes, as well as non-alcoholic drinks.

$$$       

GERMAN 

Bierstube restaurant

Courtyard by Marriot St. Petersburg 
Pushkin Hotel
166 Nab. Kanala Griboedova
Tel: 610 50 00, www.bier-stube.ru
A cosy German restaurant for those who 
appreciate good food and home-made 
beer. In our mini-brewery we make four 
types – Czech lager (unfiltered), Irish Red, 
Irish Dark and German Premium to please 
all pallets of beer-fans. When drinking our 
wonderful beer and having delicious 
braised pork knuckle enjoy football 
matches and the most important sports 
events on our big screens. Business 
lunches – Monday to Friday, noon to 3 
p.m. Disco Saturdays from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Open daily, noon to 1 a.m.

$$       

MEXICAN

Tequila-Boom

57/127 Voznesensky Prospekt; 
Tel.: 310-15-34 or 050
We invite you to visit TEQUILA-BOOM 
restaurant — the finest Mexican restau-
rant in Russia! Our head chef will pre-
pare a delectable array of Mexican cui-
sine for you: Fajitas Mixto, Burrito, 
Gringa, flat cakes and steaks, while our 
barman will mix cocktails, such as 
Strawberry Margarita, Mexican flag, 
Mojito and Caipriina. From noon to 4 
p.m. Monday to Friday a business lunch 
(250 rubles) is available at the restau-
rant. Every evening we have live music, 
and on Fridays and Saturdays there is a 
show program featuring the city’s best 
musicians and Latin American dancers. 
We will be pleased to see you!

$$       

RUSSIAN

Kvartira No. 55 

www.restoranchik-kv.ru
Kvartira No. 55
36, 1st Line of Vasilyevsky Island
Tel: 327 7444
At restaurants in the Kvartira group, 
dishes are prepared using only the 
freshest and finest quality ingredients — 
just as we would prepare food for our 
loved ones and house guests. That’s why 
our restaurants are called Kvartira 
(Apartment). You can enjoy perfectly 
executed classic  Russian dishes such as 
Chicken Kiev and Beef Stroganoff. The 

INDIAN

Tandoor

2 Voznesensky Pr., 
near St. Isaac’s Cathedral, 
opposite the Admiralty. 
Tel.: 312-38-86, 312-53-10.
Popular city restaurant. 
Experience the tantalizing flavor of Indian 
cuisine. From kebabs to curries, with a 
wide range of vegetarian selections at 
reasonable prices. Business lunch 
450 rubles. Choice of soup. Choice of 
curry: chicken, lamb, fish, lentil or 
vegetable with rice, salad and bread, 
plus mineral water. Restaurant provides 
small to medium-sized outdoor catering 
services for parties and banquet 
functions. 
Open daily from noon to 11 p.m. 

$$    

ITALIAN

Barbaresco

2 Konyushennaya Square
Tel: +7(812)6478282
www.barbarescoitaliano.com
Open from  8 a.m. to 12 p.m weekdays, to 
6 a.m. on Friday, Saturday, to midnight on 
Sunday.
The official opening of the Barbaresco 
New Vintage 2008 week will take place on 
May 26 with the participation of enoteche 
from the Italian town of Barbaresco. The 
honor of opening the first bottle of 
Barbaresco Vintage 2008 will go to the 
Mayor of Barbaresco, Alberto Bianco, who 
has brought a new wine-drinking tradition 
to St. Petersburg — the celebration every 
May of Barbaresco’s birthday.
During the entire week from May 26 to 
June 5, guests can enjoy Barbaresco 
Vintage 2008, sampling wine made by a 
different producer every day. In 
celebration of the New Vintage week, we 
have selected the creme de la creme of 
our dishes and are presenting a tasting 
menu that perfectly complements 
Barbaresco wine.

$$          

Restaurant Da Albertone

23 Millionnaya Ul. 
(100 m. from the Hermitage). 
Open daily from 11 a.m. till 2 a.m. 
To reserve a table call 315-86-73.
Chef Luca Pellino prepares exquisite 
authentic Italian dishes in this restaurant 
located next to the Hermitage. 
The menu here is like no other, featuring 
a wide variety of fish and seafood 
dishes, pasta and charcoal grilled 
steaks and homemade desserts. 
Pizzas here are cooked using patented 
Italian technology. The chef also offers 
weekly specials using the best seasonal 
products available. There is also an open 
kitchen and a spacious kids’ room.
Delivery service to the surrounding area 
available. Open daily from 11 a.m. to the 
last customer.

$       

Portobello

Open from noon to 11 p.m. weekdays 
(to 2 a.m. at weekends).
12 Zagorodny Prospekt. 
Vladimirskaya or Dostoyevskaya metro. 

 – Banquet hall;   – Breakfast;   – Children’s room;   – Credit cards accepted;   – Dancefloor;   – Live music;   – Home delivery;   – Non-smoking area;   – Parking;   – Wi-Fi zone.
Average price of a two-course meal with an alcoholic beverage: $ – 500 to 1,000 rubles;  $$ – 1,000 to 1,500 rubles;  $$$ – more than 1,500 rubles

restaurants re open from 9 a.m. to 6 a.m, 
meaning you can enjoy a decent meal 
even at night. From noon to 4 p.m. on 
weekdays, there is a 20-percent discount 
on all dishes. Before 12, delicious and 
filling yet reasonably priced breakfasts 
are served, including a complimentary 
pot of tea or coffee.
Average check: 600 rubles.
Credit cards are accepted, including 
American Express.

$      

PALKIN restaurant

47 Nevsky Pr. 
Tel.: (812) 703-53-71. 
www.palkin.ru
PALKIN restaurant is located in the very 
heart of St. Petersburg.  Our constant 
search for new flavors, painstaking work 
with old cookery books, and strict 
standards regarding the use of ingredients 
make Palkin one of the few places in the 
world where diners can enjoy the finest 
dishes of aristocratic Russian cuisine in the 
elegant atmosphere of an upscale 
establishment. Open: noon to 11.30 p.m.

$$$        

Russian Vodka Room No.1

4 Konnogvardeisky Boulevard. 
Open from midday to midnight. 
Museum open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Restaurant: 570-64-20. 
Russian Vodka Room No. 1 is the first 
place in St. Petersburg to present 
Russian cuisine from different historical 
periods. Here, you can try pre-Petrine 
dishes such as “oven-cooked buckwheat 
porridge with chicken hearts and porcini 
mushrooms;” dishes featuring cuisine of 
the merchant and aristocratic classes 
such as “pike perch rissole with mashed 
potato;” and Soviet cuisine such as, 
“chicken Kiev” or “Russian salad.” 
The restaurant’s premises comprise two 
spacious rooms with a capacity of 160. 
In the neighboring rooms is housed the 
Museum of Russian Vodka which pres-
ents fascinating exhibits dating back to 
the appearance of vodka culture in Rus-
sia and running right through to the pres-
ent day. The restaurant also has a “ru-
mochnaya” (a “standing-room-only” café) 
decorated in the 20th-century style 
where you can sample a variety of vod-
kas with traditional Russian “zakuski” 
snacks. Business lunch menu from mid-
day to 4 p.m.

$$       

Russian Kitsch Restaurant

25 Universitetskaya nab. 
Tel.: 325-11-22.
Russian Kitsch is a restaurant and 
party house. You can celebrate any 
event here 365 days a year! 
Every day is a celebration here, with 
parties dedicated to  the most 
outrageous, madcap and frivolous 
excuses: Complex-Free Day, Geisha Day, 
Ukraine Armed Forces Day etc. 
And all this in unforgettable interiors: 
Soviet politics-themed Baroque-style 
paintings, leopard print chairs, ostrich 
feathers, Pioneer bugles and oriental 
sofas with embroidered cushions that 
would delight an Arab sheik. 
As in any decent Russian restaurant, the 
menu includes Italian, French and 
Japanese dishes, as well of course as 
Russian classics like “herring in a fur 
coat,” Olivier salad, pelmeni, pickles, pies, 
pancakes and homemade moonshine. 

$$      



By Vladimir Ryzhkov

Relations between Cold War-era foes 
Moscow and Washington have long 
been distrustful, hypocritical, pep-
pered with mutual insinuations and 
patched together with the most ten-

uous of threads. But now, on the eve of State 
Duma and presidential elections, an inevitable 
crisis in relations is nearing that threatens to tear 
them apart at the seams.

Last week, a group of 15 U.S. senators for-
mally introduced a bill targeting Russians for hu-
man rights violations and corruption, including 60 
officials connected to the jail death of Hermitage 
lawyer Sergei Magnitsky. The bill would ban them 
from entering the United States and freeze any 
U.S.-based assets.

Chances are high that the bill will be passed. 
The sanctions against corrupt officials and crimi-
nals-cum-politicians could serve as a replacement 
for the Jackson-Vanik amendment that has long 
been in need of repeal. When U.S. Vice President 
Joe Biden met with Russian opposition leaders 
during his visit to Moscow in March, he told us 
that support was growing on Capitol Hill for new 
sanctions against Russian crooks and thieves that 
could replace the old Cold War-era law.

An important precedent of this type was re-
cently enacted in Europe. Swiss authorities froze 
a bank account and started an investigation into a 
former Russian tax official implicated in Mag-
nitsky’s death.

Relatively new anti-corruption legislation in 
the United States, Britain and a number of other 
European Union countries that are now in the 
early stages of implementation open up new op-
portunities for prosecuting Russians involved in 
corrupt dealings.

It is inevitable that a conflict will erupt late this 
year or in early 2012 between Russian authorities 
and the Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe — and in particular with its Office 
for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights. 
Four years ago, the OSCE refused to send observ-
ers to the 2007 State Duma elections because of 
conditions set by the Russian side. The Kremlin, 
the Foreign Ministry and Central Election Com-
mission chief Vladimir Churov created obstacles 
like reducing the number of observers from 450 to 
70 and prohibiting Russian citizens from acting as 
observers.

Although United Russia swept the dubious 
elections, the party’s popularity now has fallen to 
a record low. That means the ruling authorities 
will have to resort to even greater shenanigans 
this year to ensure the same landslide results. 
They will most likely keep international election 

observers out again or make it impossible for 
them to ascertain what is really happening at the 
ballot boxes.

A conflict is also brewing at the Council of Eu-
rope over Russia’s open non-compliance of com-
mitments it undertook when it ratified European 
democracy and human rights conventions.

The Russian government has recently suf-
fered a series of highly embarrassing defeats in 
the European Court of Human Rights, including 
cases concerning former arms control researcher 
Igor Sutyagin and my disbanded Republican 
Party.

In the near future, the court might make a rul-
ing on the case concerning former Yukos CEO 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky. Considering that the Rus-
sian government loses almost all of the cases that 

come before the court, the outcome of this one is 
obvious. A defeat could lead to defeat in Euro-
pean arbitration courts, forcing the Kremlin to 
pay billions of dollars in fines and damages.

The Russian government behaves like a hard-
ened offender, paying fines to its citizens based on 
European court rulings and yet repeating the 
same offenses and refusing to change the law or 
its practices.

The Council of Europe requires that court rul-
ings be implemented and that poor laws and prac-
tices be changed.

But Russian leaders like Constitutional Court 
chief justice Valery Zorkin have increasingly spo-
ken of a “threat to Russian sovereignty” posed by 
the rulings and even of the possibility of with-
drawing from the Council of Europe. They have 

voiced outrageous proposals to impose fees on fil-
ing appeals to the European court and prohibit 
appeals until after a ruling by Russia’s Supreme 
Court. Meanwhile, with 33,000 appeals pending, 
Russia leads all other countries in the number of 
cases put before the European court.

Whether it comes through a new U.S. law, the 
OSCE or the Council of Europe, corrupt Russian 
officials are being served notice that the world is 
becoming less inclined to close its eyes to criminal 
activity in Russia. The rug is being pulled out from 
under their feet both in Russia and abroad.

Vladimir Ryzhkov, a State Duma deputy from 
1993 to 2007, hosts a political talk show on Ekho 
Moskvy radio and is a co-founder of the opposi-
tion Party of People’s Freedom.
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By Nikolai Petrov

Instead of campaigning, President Dmitry 
Medvedev and Prime Minister Vladimir 
Putin have stepped up their political ma-
neuvering in the run-up to State Duma 
and presidential elections, releasing ma-

jor statements within two weeks of each other. 
First, Putin announced the formation of his All-
Russia People’s Front; then Medvedev demon-
strated his complete loyalty to Putin with a ma-
jor news conference.

During the interval between those two state-
ments, the Justice Ministry confirmed the regis-
tration of the Congress of Russian Communi-
ties, a nationalist public association without 
party affiliation, and billionaire Mikhail Prok-
horov said he would lead the Right Cause party, 
giving him a status that almost rivals that of the 
ruling tandem of Putin and Medvedev.

Complicating matters, as Medvedev held his 
news conference, A Just Russia’s former leader 
Sergei Mironov was fired as Federation Council 
speaker.

Why all the sudden political activity? The 
problem is that interest is already waning over 
who will serve a six-year term as Russia’s next 
president. While at one time it was the most in-
triguing question in politics, it now seems to 
have lost any special meaning, with pure inertia 
driving the buzz among journalists and observ-
ers over the issue.

The fact is that Putin has given no signs of 
planning to leave power. In any system built on 

the personal authority of a single individual, the 
leader only makes an unexpected departure as 
a result of a revolution or coup d’etat.

Is there any reason to believe that the busi-
ness and political elite are worried enough over 
the country’s economic future to give up their 
current comforts and risk full-scale moderniza-
tion? They might have been scared two years 
ago. But with oil prices at over $100 a barrel, 
there is no reason to worry anymore. Given a 
choice between divvying up the country’s natu-
ral resource wealth or doing the work neces-
sary to modernize the country, the elite would 
definitely prefer the former. The best proof of 
this is a huge state project to build oil pipelines 
in all directions and a pledge to spend 20 tril-
lion rubles ($710 billion) on re-equipping the 
army.

With Putin fixed firmly in place, the political 
and economic model also remains unchanged. 
The only real question remaining is whether it 
would make political sense to retain the ruling 
tandem. The answer is probably not. The tan-
dem has already played out its role of boosting 
Russia’s image at home and abroad. Serious po-
litical reforms — either democratic or authori-
tarian — are practically impossible as long as 
you have two leaders, one nominal and one de 
facto.

The tandem was only able to accomplish a 
portion of the unpleasant tasks that it had 
planned. It did manage to retire the most pow-
erful and relatively independent regional gov-
ernors last year. But fearing the possibility of 
widespread protests, it postponed implement-

ing planned but painful social reforms to the 
pension system, health care and budgetary af-
fairs. But now the time has come to tackle those 
reforms. Rather than take full responsibility for 
unpopular measures, Putin would prefer to find 
someone to do the dirty work and then step 
down. At least four people are suitable for this 
role: Prokhorov, First Deputy Prime Minister 
Igor Shuvalov, Rusnano CEO Anatoly Chubais 
and Finance Minister Alexei Kudrin.

Here’s how it could play out: Putin returns 
to the Kremlin and concerns himself with po-
litical matters, only to express “shock” one day 
that his liberal prime minister has gone too far. 
Putin summarily dismisses him, makes a show 
of trying to put things back in order, but then 
declares that “what’s done is done.”

Of course, other variations on this theme are 
also an option. But none of them includes a role 
for Medvedev. From the beginning, his job was 
to play the “disposable president,” and it would 
seem that nothing has happened to alter that 
fate.

Medvedev’s supporters can console them-
selves with the knowledge that the country 
would not develop even if Putin were to retain 
him. Modernization can never come from above 
at the initiative of a “benevolent tsar.” What we 
will see instead is reactionary modernization — 
increasing the sophistication of the still-primi-
tive political system for the sake of the authori-
ties’ survival, not for the sake of the people.

Nikolai Petrov is a scholar in residence at the 
Carnegie Moscow Center.

R E G I O N A L  D I M E N S I O N S

No Place Left for Medvedev
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By Jonathan Earle
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

MOSCOW — When 
Cornelius Kingsley 
Garrison Billings, 
t h e  m i l l i o n a i r e 
founder of petro-

chemical giant Union Carbide, took 
his prize-winning trotters on a good-
will tour of Eastern Europe in 1909, 
he brought along horse-racing jour-
nalist Murray Howe to chronicle the 

trip in weekly dispatches to The 
Horse Review magazine.

In addition to being an able and 
witty journalist — his wry trotting clas-
sics “Stable Conversation” and “The 
Trotting Horse Excuse Book” are still 
read in trotting circles — Howe was 
also an amateur photographer.

Howe snapped more than 400 pho-
tographs in Moscow and St. Petersburg 
with his handheld Graflex camera, a 
state-of-the-art device that allowed its 
user to shoot without a tripod. His pho-

tographs of pedestrians, street venders 
and aristocrats are rare glimpses of ev-
eryday life before the upheavals of 
World War I and the Bolshevik Revo-
lution — and sparked huge interest in 
Russia among history buffs and local 
museums.

The photographs re-emerged a few 
months ago when Howe’s great-grand-
son, Andrew Howe V of Atlantic 
Beach, Florida, posted about 75 of 
them on his Flickr account. A link soon 
appeared on the popular EnglishRus-

sia blog, and the photographs started 
popping up in the Russian blogosphere. 
“I never thought it would go this ber-
serk,” Howe said by telephone from 
Florida, where he works as a real estate 
developer. The Flickr page has had 
more than 100,000 hits.

“They’re rare, they’re especially 
high quality, simply super-quality,” said 
Irina Levina, an amateur historian, 
who posted a link to the photos on her 
LiveJournal blog.

Howe focused on people at a time 
when most Russian photographers 
were shooting buildings and monu-
ments. “He loved the people most. … 
He thought the people of Russia were 
the most quality people in the world,” 
his great-grandson said.

In one image, a shoe repairmen 
dressed in rags cheekily mimes his craft 
to the delight of nearby children against 
the Kremlin’s soaring spires. Others 
capture various venders and vagabonds, 
while still others are devoted to the aris-
tocrats that filled Moscow’s hippodrome 
to see Lou Dillon — the first horse to 
trot a mile in less than two minutes — 
and C.K.G. Billings’ other prize horses 
run. (In trotting, horses racing at a trot 
pull a driven two-wheeled vehicle called 
a sulky around a track.)

“When I look at these photographs, 
I want to get in there and talk to these 
people. Just have normal, everyday 
conversations with them. It’s easy to 
imagine,” said Alexander Frolov, a his-
torian with the architecture preserva-
tion organization Arkhnadzor.

There are also photographs of 
buildings, including one of the original 
Christ the Savior Cathedral with a 
handwritten remark about how expen-
sive it was to build. Another shows sol-
diers marching through a much grimier 
Red Square than the one we know to-
day; a layer of soot covers the iconic 
onion domes on St. Basil’s Cathedral.

“We don’t have anything quite like 
these photographs,” said Vladimir Kuz-
netsov, head of exhibitions at the Mos-
cow City Museum, referring to his mu-
seum’s collection of more than 100,000 
images. “The photographers featured 
in our collection were typically on con-
tract to photograph monuments, archi-
tecture, because they knew the city was 
growing — capitalism — old estates 
and houses were being destroyed.”

In addition to 400 photographs, 
some annotated, Murray Howe left be-
hind letters to home, articles, negatives 
and a scrapbook.

Some of Howe’s dispatches could 
have been written yesterday: “The only 
people were afraid of the camera were 
the police, and they made me put the 
machine back in its case. … It was easy 
sailing however, as I always got the pic-
ture I was after before the nearest cop 
would get his eye on me,” he wrote.

Andrew Howe’s dream is to exhibit 
the images in Russia. But despite the 
buzz and gushing appraisals, no muse-
ums or galleries have offered to pay for 
an exhibition.

“I love the idea of having these 
things accessible to the same cross-sec-
tion of Moscow that he was so in love 
with,” Howe said.

76 of the Moscow series are on Flickr at 
www.flickr.com/photos/cranewoods/
sets/72157626191454674/. For more infor-
mation about the collection, contact Andrew 
Howe V at Ahowe@cranewoods.com.
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Journalist Murray Howe visited Russia in 1909 on a tour of trotters to chronicle the trip in dispatches to The Horse Review magazine.

Street sellers pose for Howe on a bridge overlooking the Kremlin. Red Square and St. Basil’s Cathedral as they appeared 102 years ago.

As well as horses, Howe photographed people from all walks of life on the eve of the 1917 revolution.

Images of imperial Russia
Fascinating photos of Moscow and St. Petersburg taken 102 years ago have reappeared.

EXCERPTS FROM 
A LETTER HOWE SENT 
HOME ABOUT HIS TRIP 
TO RUSSIA
“As to the people we met in Russia, we 
found them the best in the world: and 
we were very surprised to find that over 
half of them spoke a little English.”
“Our visit to Moscow was by far the 
most enjoyable of the whole trip. I 
doubt the Queen of Sheba had a 
much better time in the court of King 
Solomon than our trotting Queen, Lou 
Dillon, had in Moscow. For hundreds 
of years the racing of trotting horses 
has been the greatest of all sports in 
the land of the Czar.”
“The Russians have adopted all that’s 
best from the English, French and 
German kitchens, and of course 
added some of their own.”
“The zakouski [appetizers] table has 
no seats, you simply walk up and take 
a plate and a fork — then you spear a 
couple of bites of caviar, a pickled ster-
let’s fin, a toasted sturgeon’s ear and 
a liberal portion of sunflower salad. All 
this you wash down with a small whis-
key glass full of vodka. If you are thirsty 
you can increase the number of vod-
kas without drawing attention.”
“Of course, we had heard much about 
the Moscow racing plant, and the enor-
mous numbers of horses trained over 
the track: but we were not prepared for 
the sight we saw as we turned, one fine 
morning, from a road into the enormous 
square, where the horses are hitched 
and cooled out. This space, one eighth 
of a mile wide and a half mile long was 
filled with a mass of horses, some to 
carts and sulkies, and others walking 
under blankets. There were close to one 
thousand in sight: so we estimated. Just 
imagine, if you can, a thousand trotters 
in a cooling-out paddock!”
“You have doubtless heard that the 
Russian people are hospitable, but 
you must visit the country to realize 
the limits to which they can go when 
they set out to entertain and do hon-
ors to a welcome guest. Their program 
of entertainment for Mr Billings and 
his party commenced with his arrival 
and ended with his departure four 
days later, with only a few short 
breathing spells … between three 
o’clock in the morning and daylight.”
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By Olga Khrustaleva
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

As soon as the last of the 
snow melts, dedicated 
cyclists across Russia 
wheel out their iron 
horses and take to the 

road. Although bikes are an increas-
ingly popular means of transport and 
perfect for a city often paralyzed by 
traffic jams, there aren’t many people 
who would consider attempting to 
cover a distance of around 3,000 
miles on something with only two 
wheels. 

“I love traveling and was thinking 
about doing something like this 
when I left Russia,” says Edward 
Bentley, a Moscow-based journalist 
who has chosen an unusual way to 
get back home to England. “At first 
I thought about buying a beat-up 
Lada and driving it home, but then I 
decided on cycling. My sister told 
me it was a good idea and that I 
should do it for Cancer Research, a 
charity that she had raised money 

for by abseiling down Guy’s Hospital 
in London. With that, my mind was 
made up.”

Inspired by his sister and taking her 
advice, Bentley decided to combine 
business with pleasure, and is aiming to 
raise £5,000 ($8,063) from his bike trip 
to England for the U.K.-based charity 
Cancer Research. 

“Rowena, my sister, had Hodg-
kin’s Lymphoma, which is a type of 
cancer,” he said. “Survival rates are 
improving thanks to organizations 
like Cancer Research and luckily 
she’s got the all-clear now. But she’s 
not alone, and the cancer can return, 
so more and more money should be 
going to research.”

Such methods of fundraising aren’t 
always received well in Russia. Bent-
ley believes this is because “in Russia 
people aren’t sure where the money is 
going.” Charity concerts are consid-
ered to be more transparent, but even 
an event held in St. Petersburg at 
which Putin sang “Blueberry Hill” 
was later dogged by allegations that 
the children for whom it was intended 

had not benefited at all from the con-
cert .  Such incidents have only 
strengthened the idea that donating in 
Russia can be almost as risky as cy-
cling here.

Bentley’s route began on May 10 
in the northern capital. “Getting out 
of St. Petersburg was always going to 
be the worst part,” he wrote in his 
blog. “Russia, vast as it is, is mostly 
empty. Riding the R-35 made me re-
alize that, in fact, there is nowhere 
for anyone to go except from Mos-

cow to St. Petersburg and the Golden 
Ring. And the condition of the road 
was so bad that anyone wanting to 
take it would probably just shuffle off 
and find something better to do any-
way.”

According to Bentley, the biggest 
difficulty with traveling long dis-
tances by bike is that “Russia doesn’t 
have this network or culture of cy-
cling, which is a real shame. A good 
friend of mine explained how he had 
done tours near Sochi and on the 

Golden Ring and got these weird 
looks in babushka towns when they 
rocked up in their cycling gear. But 
he said it was amazing, and that re-
ally helped me.”

Riding through often almost com-
pletely deserted villages is an opportu-
nity to meet locals who represent the 
other Russia that most of the popula-
tion only know about from hearsay. 
“As usual, a few guys were fishing and 
drinking down by the water, but I 
pitched my tent and chilled out,” Bent-
ley wrote in his blog. “Before driving 
back absolutely off his face, one guy 
had a conversation with me that went 
round in circles as he insisted he was a 
bandit and that someone would steal 
my bike in the middle of the night. 
Some youths, he reckoned, though all 
the young people seemed to have evac-
uated the desolate countryside al-
ready.” 

As part of his EuroVelo route, 
Bentley’s journey will take him through 
nine European countries. The most en-
thralling aspect of the trip, he says, is 
the opportunity to visit a lot of beauti-
ful places, some of which are not even 
on tourist maps. “I’m really looking 
forward to the Baltics and Berlin,” 
Bentley told The St. Petersburg Times. 
“I’ve been to Riga for a day, but never 
seen the small towns and the forests. 
The other place is the spit at Kalinin-
grad. It looks absolutely beautiful, but 
the whole visa thing could be a night-
mare.”

One of the most daunting aspects of 
the challenge is the prospect of the 
solitude. “The trouble is not going to 
be the daily distance; it’ll be a mental 
thing,” said Bentley. “Especially at the 
beginning, there will be a lot of time on 
my own on the road. Keeping going, 
and keeping active in the evening is re-
ally important. A friend might join me 
for a short leg, but traveling alone is 
fun. Certainly in Europe it gives you 
great opportunities to meet new and 
interesting people.”

Bentley hopes to arrive home by 
mid-July, after more than two months 
of pedaling through Europe. “Once I 
hit Germany there is a much bigger 
network of cycle paths and cyclists,” he 
said. “There will be people out on the 
trail you can chat to, share experiences 
with and even tag along with — hope-
fully in their slip stream, by that 
point.”

To make a donation, please visit 
www.justgiving.com/edwardbentley. 
Bentley’s travel blog can be read at 
http://stpetetolondon.blogspot.com.

The ultimate road trip
A British journalist is undertaking the 3,000-mile journey back home from Russia by bike.

Bentley hopes to raise $8,000 for Cancer Research by cycling home.

Bentley has already cycled through Estonia and is heading west.

Outside Russia, the EuroVelo route for cyclists is more developed.

The journey takes in nine countries, with plenty to see along the way.

By Michele A. Berdy

Пресс-конференция: news conference

As I watched President Dmitry Med-
vedev’s news conference and then 
pored over the transcript, looking 
for linguistic signs of his future 
and the future of the country, I found 
it hard to keep my pseudo-Kremlinol-
ogist hat on. I kept turning into a 
mother hen, muttering: Must you al-
ways sound so tentative? Do you 
know that you said я считаю (I think) 
37 times?

It was all pretty bland. No sensa-
tional revelations of rifts in the tan-
dem, no announcement of candidacy 
and a lot of platitudes like this: Боль-
шие цели заключаются в том, 
чтобы изменить жизнь, изменить 
нашу жизнь к лучшему, чтобы люди 
себя лучше чувствовали, чтобы уро-

вень доходов поднимался, чтобы со-
циальные программы выполнялись 
(Our major goals consist of improv-
ing life, changing life for the better, 
so that people feel better, their in-
comes rise and social programs are 
carried out).

True, some of the journalists were 
a kick. I liked the chutzpa of the fel-
low who wanted the president’s park-
ing space: Я знаю, что у Вашей суп-
руги есть два машиноместа, а мне 
машину поставить негде. Не сдадите 
ли случаем машиноместо в аренду? (I 
know that your wife has two parking 
spaces, but I don’t have any place 
to park. Would you mind renting me 
one of your spaces?)

Sometimes Medvedev spoke with-
out hemming and hawing, like his re-
sponse to a question about the possi-
ble threat that former Yukos CEO 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky posed to soci-

ety: Вопрос короткий и ответ тоже 
короткий — абсолютно ничем не 
опасен (The question was to the point 
and so is the answer: He poses abso-
lutely no danger).

And he certainly peppered his 
speech with interesting loanwords 
and  profes s iona l  s lang ,  l ike 
инвестклимат (investment climate), 
айпад (iPad) and the spectacular дью-
дилидженс (due diligence). When 
asked about using filler words, he 
joked: Знаете, я когда думал, что 
сказать, решил, что скажу, что 
есть, конкретно, типа, такие слова, 
которые мне мешают жить, и совер-
шенно очевидно, я от них буду избав-
ляться (You know, when I thought 
about what to say, I decided that I’d 
say there is, for sure, like, these words 
that mess up my life and it’s absolutely 
obvious that I’m going to get rid 
of them).

But all the same he defended 
good speaking habits: Очень важно, 
чтобы все мы старались использо-
вать грамотную и очень красивую 
российскую речь (It’s very important 
that we all try to use literate and very 
eloquent Russian speech). This 
should clearly be done with дью-
дилидженс.

But the president’s directness 
broke down every time he talked 
about his plans for re-election (or 
not). You don’t have to be a Freudian 
to pick up on the convoluted replies 
filled with clauses and pauses: “Та-
кого рода решения должны делаться 
именно в тот момент, когда уже со-
зрели для этого все предпосылки, 
когда это будет иметь окончатель-
ный политический эффект” (This 
kind of decision should be made 
at exactly the moment when all 
the preconditions for it have been 

met, when it will have an ultimate po-
litical effect).

Say again? 
“Ещё раз подчёркиваю: Всё это 

должно подчиняться определённому, 
вполне разумному сценарию” (I’d like 
to stress again that everything must 
go according to a specific, rational 
script).

What does this mean exactly? 
“Если я определюсь сделать такое 
заявление, я его сделаю.” (If I deter-
mine to make such an announcement, 
then I’ll do it.)

And when might that be? “Уже 
осталось ждать не так много” 
(There isn’t that long to wait).

Ждём-с (We’re waiting).

Michele A. Berdy, a Moscow-based 
translator and interpreter, is author of 
“The Russian Word’s Worth” (Glas), 
a collection of her columns.

the word’s  worth

Medvedev is So Duly Diligent
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From metal scrap to cutting-edge art
An exhibition at Loft Project Etazhi showcases industrial equipment that has been given a new lease of life.

By Olga Khrustaleva
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

How is it possible to give ob-
jects that appear to have 
served their natural work-
ing life a new and even 
better existence? The or-

ganizers of the Prolom industrial exhibi-
tion at Loft Project Etazhi may hold the 
key to this secret. 

“We were working with metal, tak-
ing different scrap metal objects,” said 
Vitaly Yakovlev, the project’s curator. 
“But I didn’t want to throw some of the 
objects away, because I saw certain ar-
tistic value in them, and was sure 
that they could still be useful. That’s 
how it all started.” 

Yakovlev set up the Jacob’s Machines 
creative factory, which presents the most 
large-scale objects at the exhibition.

Old Soviet transformers and other 
aged machines are barely recognizable 

in the “Spider” chandelier or “Harsom-
tus” sound system for iPod and iPhone. 

“My favorite object is the organ DJ 
table,” said Yakovlev. “It was our factory’s 
first invention.” Made from an old Soviet 
transformer that lived out its days at one 
of Leningrad’s numerous factories, the DJ 
unit would make an enviously original ad-
dition to any nightclub. Built-in func-
tions such as split-level backlighting and a 
smoke machine that pumps dry ice out of 
the 48 offtake pipes allows DJs to easily 
manage visual effects as well as satisfy the 
crowd’s musical appetite.

Yakovlev says he is inspired by “the 
uniqueness of every object, which not 
everybody can usually see.” How-
ever, the main rule of his Jacob’s Ma-
chines project is that besides artis-
tic value, each object should continue 
to be useful to people. 

“I see an object and imagine a future 
product that could find an application 
in the modern world right away,” Yak-

ovlev says. “And then the process itself 
of bringing the idea to life begins.”

Another company showcasing enor-
mous objects at the Prolom exhibition is 
Dmitry Tikhonenko’s handicraft work-
shop. Its trademark skill is crafting ex-
clusive interior items such as an old-
fashioned red microwave oven with 
small carved legs, or a plasma TV set 
adorned by a heavy antique frame that 
would certainly not look out of place on 
the bare wall of a modern apartment.

Smaller but no less fascinating ob-
jects made by the artist Andrei Sazonov, 
designer Vasily Chuikov and other cre-
ative artisans can be seen at the exhibi-
tion and even touched. The exhibits 
mostly comprise pictures and sculptures 
made of various kinds of trash metal: 
Nails, bicycle spokes, pins and whatever 
else the masters’ imagination adopts as 
its muse. These objects may lack a prac-
tical application, but compensate for 
this with intriguing titles and thoughtful, 

philosophical meaning.
In this respect, the exhibition’s title, 

“Prolom,” is particularly fitting. 
Spelled in one word in Russian it 
means “breakthrough,” which essen-
tially is what the exhibition is, as noth-
ing of this kind has appeared in Russia 
so far. At the same time, the two sepa-
rate words “pro lom” are literally 
translated as “about metal scrap,” re-
flecting the exhibition’s main theme.

After St. Petersburg, the Prolom 
show will travel to Moscow, Yekaterin-
burg, Nizhny Novgorod and other Rus-
sian cities. From there, the organizers 
have ambitious plans to take the items 
to Paris and New York, where such 
events are a more common sight, yet 
no less appreciated for being so. 

The “Prolom” exhibition runs through 
June 5 at Loft Project Etazhi, 74 Ligov-
sky Prospekt, 5th floor. Tel. 458 5005. 
www.loftprojectetagi.ru

By Anna Malpas

Last week, Russia’s Alexei 
Vorobyov  on ly  came 
in 16th place in the Euro-
v i s i o n  s o n g  c o n t e s t , 
prompting grumpy com-

ments that Russia was represented 
by a “gopnik,” or yob, who swore live 
on television.

Vorobyov was picked by Channel 
One as a safe pair of hands for the 
contest, instead of putting it up to pub-
lic vote, in a clear sign that Russia just 
wanted to put in a respectable pres-
ence rather than have to repaint 
Olimpiisky again. His placing was seen 
as a failure in Russia, even if it was 
better than “king of pop” Filipp Kir-
korov’s 17th place in 1995, when Rus-
sia was still getting to grips with eu-
ropop.

Vorobyov comes from the blue-
collar town of Tula, and his site says 
his father is a security guard. He 
won a talent show on the Rossia 
channel called “The Secret of Your 
Success,” skated in the celebrity 
show “Ice and Fire” with Olympic 
champion Tatyana Navka and went 
on Channel One’s “Cruel Games,” 
one of those shows where famous 
people have to try not to fall into the 
water while climbing over foam rub-
ber obstacles.

Vorobyov blamed politics for his 
placing in a message on his web site, 
saying “I realized that this year would 
be very hard because Russia has no 

friends in Europe today, but I believed 
that I could break through this with 
a high quality performance. But politics 
turned out to be stronger than music.”

Oddly enough, Azerbaijan won, de-
spite hardly having a spotless political 
reputation.

When Vorobyov got through his 
semifinal, he was shown on television 
in a white wife-beater vest, waving 
a flag and shouting audibly: “This is 
Russia, [expletive]. Come here, [exple-
tive]. Look in my eyes, [expletive].” He 
said later he did not realize the micro-
phone was switched on. “Any normal 
Russian person when he is filled with 
emotions can let words out,” he told 
Izvestia.

Admittedly, this would not have of-
fended most of the audience and is un-
likely to have influenced the result out-
side the ex-Soviet Union. But it was 
not going to win him fans in Russia, 
where the word may be heard on every 
street corner but is still taboo on televi-
sion.

“Alexei Vorobyov hardly embodied 
aristocratic manners and education,” 
music critic Boris Barabanov wrote 
in Kommersant. “Live on air after 
the semifinal he showed himself in the 
image of a jubilant gopnik.”

Vedomosti compared Vorobyov to a 
Russian footballer who let the nation 
down by swearing into a camera while 
playing in an international match, say-
ing he had gone further. “He pro-
nounced several times a word of five 
letters starting with the second letter 

of the Russian alphabet,” it wrote cryp-
tically. “What’s more, he combined it 
with the name of his own country. It 
came across, to put it mildly, as not very 
patriotic.”

“His swearing and inability to be-
have appropriately significantly low-
ered his chances of getting a decent 
place,” Vedomosti wrote.

Izvestia laid into him for another 
gaffe — saying his decision to wish 
the audience a happy Victory Day 
in the semifinal was somewhat inap-
propriate, since the contest was being 
held in Germany.

Russian celebrities hurried to dis-
tance themselves from Vorobyov 
with quips about swearing. “Ulti-
mately, the Russian proverb is right, 
don’t say ‘[expletive]’ before your 
eggs are hatched,” voluptuous televi-
sion host Anfisa Chekhova wrote 
on Twitter.

“You shouldn’t be in a hurry to say 
‘[expletive] you,’” wrote pop producer 
Iosif Prigozhin (whose wife and pro-
tege Valeriya failed to get through 
the Russia heat in 2009). “Get it done 
first, and then celebrate.”

“I think this will be the most memo-
rable hit from Vorobyov, representing 
our cultured country,” pop singer Ser-
gei Lazarev (who failed to win the Rus-
sia heat in 2008) commented acidly. 
“Lyokha, stick to singing. Don’t talk!”

in  the spot l ight
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Another former factory transformer has itself been transformed into a chandelier nicknamed ‘The Spider.’ 
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A DJ table made out of an old transformer is the curator’s favorite exhibit. 
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S T A G E S

wednesday, may 25

ballet
Don Quixote Alexander Gorsky stages this four-
act showcase for ballerinas in Spanish-looking 
tutus, which features precious little of 
Cervantes’ hapless knight. Mikhailovsky Theater

concert
Symphony Music Verdi. Part of the 19th 
Palaces of St. Petersburg musical festival. 
Konstantinovsky Orchestra. Smolny Cathedral 
Chamber Choir. Yeltsin Presidential Library, 
3 Senatskaya Pl. M. Nevsky Prospekt. Daily 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
www.prlib.ru
Symphony Music Mozart, Schubert. 
Philharmonic Concert Orchestra. Conductor 
and soloist Vladimir Feltsman (piano, U.S.) 
Part of the 6th Musical Collection festival. 
Shostakovich Philharmonic, Grand Hall
Chamber Music Liszt, Ibert, Piazzolla, 
Rodrigo, Strauss. Chamber Philharmonic 
Orchestra. Conductor Jeffery Meyer (U.S.). 
Hermitage Theater

thursday, may 26

opera
Rusalka Igor Konyaev directs Antonin Dvorak’s 
opera about the tragic story of a water sprite’s 
love for a prince. Mikhailovsky Theater

concert
Daria Meyerkova Organ Recital Bach, 
Franck, Liszt. Maltiyskaya Cappella, 
26 Sadovaya UI. Tel. 498 0669

Choral Music Rachmaninov. Smolny 
Cathedral Chamber Choir. Art director and 
conductor Vladimir Begletsov. Church on the 
Spilled Blood, 2a Nab. Canala Griboedova, 
tel. 315 1636, 10 p.m.
Chamber Music Bach, De Falla, Hindemith, 
Salzedo, Beach, Ravel. Soloists Maria Ivanova 
(flute), Maxim Karpinsky (fagot), Anastasia 
Lisitsyna (harp), Alexandra Shirshova (piano). 
Shostakovich Philharmonic, Maly Hall
Choral Music Conservatory Student Choir. 
Conductor Valery Uspensky. Choral College 
Boys Choir. Conductor Vasily Grachev. 
St. Petersburg Singing Cappella. Conductor 
Vladislav Chernushenko. Cappella
Choral Music Tormis. Part of the 5th 
International Choral Festival. Ellerhein female 
choir (Estonia). Art director and conductor Tija-
Ester Loitme. Shostakovich Philharmonic, 
Grand Hall, 8 p.m.

friday, may 27

ballet
Swan Lake The Theater of Russian Ballet 
performs Tchaikovsky’s romantic classic. 
Avrora Concert Hall, 5/2 Pirogovskaya 
Naberezhnaya, Hotel St. Petersburg. 
M. Ploshchad Lenina. Tel. 579 0226, 
966 3776. www.balet-spb.ru, 8 p.m.
Swan Lake Tchaikovsky’s romantic classic, 
performed by the St. Petersburg Theater of 
Leonid Jakobson. Choreography by Marius 
Petipa and Yury Petukhov. Alexandriinsky 
Theater, 8 p.m.
La Bayadere Marius Petipa’s choreography, 
set to Ludwig Minkus’ score, tells a tragic love 
story of a bayadera, or professional dancer, in 
India, who is punished for her love of a warrior 
destined to marry the king’s daughter. 
Mikhailovsky Theater

opera
 PREMIERE! White Nights Yury Alexandrov stages 
Yury Butsko’s opera based on Dostoevsky’s 
novel about astral connections between a 
writer and St. Petersburg. St. Petersburg Opera

concert
Symphony Music St. Petersburg Academy 
Symphony Orchestra. Conductor Alexander 
Titov. Cappella
Symphony Music Brahms, Tchaikovsky, Bizet, 
Saint-Saens. Philharmonic Academy Symphony 
Orchestra. Conductor Ejub Kuliyev (Azerbaijan). 
Shostakovich Philharmonic, Grand Hall

saturday, may 28

ballet
La Bayadere Marius Petipa’s choreography, 
set to Ludwig Minkus’ score, tells a tragic love 

story of a bayadera, or professional dancer, in 
India, who is punished for her love of a warrior 
destined to marry the king’s daughter. 
Mikhailovsky Theater
Cabaret on Italianskaya Maria Bolshakova 
stages and choreographs a ballet dedicated to 
the Silver Age. Musical Comedy Theater, 3 p.m.

concert
Symphony Music Rimsky-Korsakov, Lalo, 
Strauss, Ravel. Part of the 19th Stars of the 
White Nights music festival. Mariinsky Theater 
Symphony Orchestra. Conductor Valery 
Gergiev. Soloist Vadim Repin (violin). 
Mariinsky Theater Concert Hall, 
37 Ul. Dekabristov, 8 p.m. 
Yekaterina Avdeyeva Piano Recital 

Metner, Scriabin. Shostakovich Philharmonic, 
Maly Hall
Organ Music Bach, Vivaldi, Franck, Karg-
Elert. Smolny Cathedral, 3/1 Rastrelli Square, 
M. Chernyshevskaya, tel. 271 9182

Horn Music Russian horn cappella. 
Art director Sergei Peschansky. Shostakovich 
Philharmonic, Grand Hall
Organ Music Frescobaldi, Frohberger, 
Weckmann, Buxtehude, Bach. Soloists Grigory 
Varshavsky, Olga Chumikova. St. Yekaterina 
Evangelical-Lutheran Cathedral, 1a Bolshoy 
Prospekt V.O. Tel. 323 1852, 7.30 p.m.

sunday, may 29

opera
 PREMIERE! The Giant Arkady Gevondov 
directs Sergei Prokofiev’s one-act opera, 
written by the composer when he was a child. 
Mikhailovsky Theater, 12 a.m.
The Tsar’s Bride Stanislav Gaudasinsky 
directs Rimsky-Korsakov’s tragic opera. Ivan 
the Terrible chooses a bride for himself, but 
she falls victim to romantic intrigues. 
Mikhailovsky Theater, 7 p.m.

La Traviata Yury Alexandrov stages Verdi’s 
classic about a consumptive courtesan and 
her lover, and how their relationship is 
destroyed by the hypocritical morals of 19th-
century society. St. Petersburg Opera

concert
Classics and Jazz Moscow Virtuosi state 
chamber orchestra. Artistic director Vladimir 
Spivakov. Conductor Vladimir Simkin. Soloists 
Daniil Kramer (piano), Maria Maksakova 
(mezzo-soprano). Narrator Svyatoslav Belza. 
Shostakovich Philharmonic, 
Grand Hall
Symphony Music Massenet. Part of the 
19th Stars of the White Nights music festival. 
Mariinsky Theater Symphony Orchestra. 
Conductor Valery Gergiev. Mariinsky Theater 
Young Singers Academy. Mariinsky Theater 
Concert Hall, 37 Ul. Dekabristov, 8 p.m. 
Chamber Music Monteverdi. Part of the 5th 
Choral Festival Festival. Philharmonic Society 
Youth Chamber Choir. Stefano Tempia vocal 
ensemble and choir academy orchestra 
(Italy). Conductor Rafaele Mascollo. Soloists 
Yelena Bakanova (soprano), Jean Luca 
Pasolini (tenor, Italy). State Hermitage 
Museum
Symphony Music Saint-Saens, Tchaikovsky. 
Part of the 16th Musical Olympus festival. 
Cappella Symphony Orchestra. Conductor 
Dimitris Botinis (Greece). 
Cappella

monday, may 30

ballet
Swan Lake The Theater of Russian Ballet 
performs Tchaikovsky’s romantic classic. 
Avrora Concert Hall, 5/2 Pirogovskaya 
Naberezhnaya, Hotel St. Petersburg. 
M. Ploshchad Lenina. Tel. 579 0226, 
966 3776. www.balet-spb.ru, 8 p.m.
Swan Lake Tchaikovsky’s romantic classic, 
performed by the St. Petersburg Theater of 
Leonid Jakobson. Choreography by Marius 
Petipa and Yury Petukhov. Alexandriinsky 
Theater, 8 p.m.

concert
Symphony Music Tchaikovsky, Scriabin. 
Part of the 6th Musical Collection festival. 
Philharmonic Concert Orchestra. Conductor 
Nikolai Alexeyev. Soloist Miroslav Kultushev 
(piano). Shostakovich Philharmonic, 
Grand Hall
Chamber Music Mozart, Beethoven, Franck, 
De Falla. Soloists Anna Laukhina (violin), 
Andrei Ivanovich (piano). Shostakovich 
Philharmonic, Maly Hall
Folk Music Andreyev Russian Orchestra. 
Conductor Dmitry Khokhlov. 
Cappella
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Barbaresco

2 Konyushennaya Ploshchad

Tel: 647 8282

Open 8 a.m. to 2 a.m weekdays, 10 a.m. to 6 

a.m. weekends 

Menu in Russian and English 

Dinner for two 4,165 ($147)

dining is not the only thing on the 
cards. A glance around revealed 
many a group of expectant girls rev-
eling in the retro-Italian vibe of the 
upper level. Through the windows, a 
vista of the neoclassical imperial bar-
racks opens up across the square. The 
blue and white tiled bar could have 
come from a Lavazza coffee ad, as 
could the barman himself. The walls 
are graced with many grainy photo-
graphs of French luvvie Gerard De-
pardieu, whom the restaurant affec-
tionately claims is a frequent cus-
tomer. 

We were led to our green-velvet 
clad dining space by a maitre d’ 
whose beauty matched that of most 
of the wait staff, and drinks were ac-
companied by a selection of olives 
from regions ranging from Sicily to 
Tuscany (190 rubles, $6.80). The ol-
ives were unprecedentedly fresh and 
kissed the palette with an almost 
sweet twang. 

From the starters we decided 
against a choice from the wide cheese 
selection which boasted 24 month old 
Gran Padano and Sicilian Saffron 
Pecorino, both complete with wal-
nuts, honey and celery, and opted for 
the zucchini flan with goat’s cheese 
sauce and the somewhat overpriced 
homemade Mozzarella with mari-
nated tomatoes, peppers, zucchini 
and eggplant (850 rubles, $30). These, 

By Sam Marriott
T H E  S T.  P E T E R S B U RG  T I M E S

Barbaresco is another addition to the 
streak of trendy new bar-cum-restau-
rants in what used to be the imperial 
stables on Konnyushennaya Plosh-
chad. Peckish passersby may find se-
lecting a dining spot somewhat of a 
dilemma: Barbaresco is land-locked 
by two structurally identical restau-
rants that each have as many ostenta-
tious vehicles parked outside them as 
each other. The only exterior selling 
point to differentiate it from the oth-
ers is its outdoor seating.

The first floor is spacious and filled 
with the heady aromas of fine wine 
and homemade bread (140 rubles, $5 
per basket). A large trattoria-style bar 
stands as the centerpiece of the room, 
adorned with row-upon-row of deep 
brown and green bottles, containing 
whiskeys and liqueurs from the far 
reaches of Piedmont and Venetia. 

The restaurant’s upper floor is a 
balcony running around the edges of 
the interior, incorporating smaller, 
low-set tables for loungers: Certainly 

No Country for Bodyguards
THE DISH

ally amount to anything out of the or-
dinary. 

The wine list reflects the expen-
sive side of the establishment, with 
most coming in at more than 2,000 
rubles ($70). We chose a more mod-
erate Chenin Blanc from South Af-
rica (2,050 rubles, $73) which was 
satisfying enough, but somewhat sim-
ple for its price. The cellar is eclectic 
and tempting, containing specialties 
for those who are passionate either 
about wine or about spending 
money. 

Both desserts sampled were deli-
cious: the Piedmontese Panna Cotta 
with mint was a winner, perfectly 
presented and reminiscent of minty 
angel hair. The cheesecake was Ital-
ian-style rather than New York-
style, so the cheesy center was gor-
geous, but somewhat fell apart for 
lack of a biscuit base. It was saved 
by the berry coulis and accompany-
ing forest fruits, and was ultimately 
delightful. 

Despite its exclusive tone, Bar-
baresco has kept aside a kids’ corner 
to recue parents whose restless chil-
dren have begun to ruin the meal. 
While kids may be welcome, a telling 
message in the menu, presumably 
written in jest, reads: “Please leave 
bodyguards outside.” Unsurprisingly, 
there is already a branch of Bar-
beresco in the Russian capital. 

Equine Eateries

The area around the former imperial 
stables — Konyushennaya Ploshchad and 
both Konyushennaya Ulitsas — are rapidly 
becoming an upscale culinary hub to 
contend with the more democratic gastro-
street, Ulitsa Rubinshteina.

Beaujolais

 
Beaujolais serves up Russian and 
European dishes of consistently high 
quality and at reasonable prices. Its 
striking interior incorporates decor 
associated with Parisian high cuisine, with 
a basement resembling a rural French inn. 
The nights of live accordion music help to 
whisk diners away to the bistro of their 
imaginations. 29 Bolshaya 
Konyushennaya Ulitsa. Tel: 571 8151

Vesna 

 
Located in one of the newly-renovated 
imperial stable houses on Konnushennaya 
Ploshchad, Vesna brings new life to the 
often precarious world of fusion dining. 
Combining European, Russian and even 
Asian cuisine with an atmosphere of quiet 
intimacy, Vesna is looking to be one of the 
trendiest joints in town. 2 Konyushennaya 
Ploshchad. Tel: 913 4545

22.13  

 
22.13, which shares its owner with 
Barbaresco, has already found popularity, 
with most tables booked in advance at the 
weekend. Specializing in Italian food but 
also offering dishes from the world around, 
22.13’s niche is one of travel, which is 
reflected in the eclectic interior decor, which 
features everything from Moroccan tiles to 
flea-market antiques hand-picked by the 
restaurant’s well-traveled owners. 
2 Konyushennaya Ploshchad. Tel: 647 8050

THE GUIDE:

like the later dishes, were a little slow 
to arrive, a foible that betrayed Bar-
baresco’s Muscovite aspirations. The 
flan was hearty and filling, with the 
zucchini and goat’s cheese melting in 
the mouth, though its presentation 
was not on par with its content. The 
Mozzarella was approached with as 
much caution as a Beef Stroganoff 
made in Liberia, but it triumphantly 
won over the table with its fresh, sim-
ple but instantly reconcilable compo-
nents. 

Curveballing the pricier mains 
such as the green tagliatelle with lob-
ster and asparagus (1,900 rubles, $68) 
and the marble (Wagu) beef (1,100 
rubles, $40), we opted for the 
‘M’Petata’ seafood stew (520 rubles, 
$18.60), duck “anialotti” with Marsca-
pone sauce and black truffle (730 ru-
bles, $26.10) and veal with porcini 
mushroom sauce and rye toast (650 
rubles, $23.20). 

When they eventually arrived, all 
three were rather cold. The fish stew 
was no regular stew, and had more of 
a pasta-sauce consistency to it. The 
seafood was all cooked to perfection, 
but its flavor was drowned by the 
sheer amount of tomato. The duck 
dish was more successful, as the ten-
der duck meat infused wonderfully 
with the sweetness of the Marscapone 
and rarified extract of truffle. The veal 
was very well prepared but did not re-

The saxophonist Ashu (U.S.) will perform with the St. Petersburg Philharmonic 
Orchestra at the Hermitage Theater on May 25 as part of this year’s Musical 
Olympus festival.

FOR SPT
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tuesday, may 31

opera
 PREMIERE! La Boheme Peter Feranec stages 
Puccini’s opera about life, love and death in 
Paris at the end of the 19th century.  
Mikhailovsky Theater

concert
Symphony Music Kilar, Chopin, Artemyav, 
Naiman. Part of the 6th Musical Collection 
festival. Philharmonic Academy Symphony 
Orchestra. Conductors Vsevolod Polonsky. 
Soloists Julianna Avdeyeva, Igor Uryash (both – 
piano). Shostakovich Philharmonic, Grand Hall
Chamber Music Bach. Soloists Sergei 
Filchenko (violin), Dmitry Sokolov (cello-
piccolo), Irina Shneyerova (clavecin). 
Shostakovich Philharmonic, Maly Hall
Chamber Music Sibelius, Englund, 
Makkonen, Basner, Desyatnikov, Shostakovich. 
Soloists Yulia Korpacheva (soprano), Olesya 
Petrova (mezzo-soprano), Denis Satushev 
(cello), Vladimir Rosanov (bayan). St. Maria 
Evangelical-Lutheran Cathedral, 8a Bolshaya 
Konushennaya Ul. Tel. 314 7161

wednesday, june 1

concert
Old Music Gretry, Jaden, Cambini, 
Beethoven. Part of the 19th Palaces of St. 
Petersburg music festival. Quatuor Cambini-
Paris old music ensemble (France). Marble 
Palace, 5/1 Milionnaya Ul., tel. 312 9196
Ignat Solzhenitsyn Piano Recital Part of 
the 6th Musical Collection festival. Beethoven. 
Shostakovich Philharmonic, Maly Hall
Symphony Music Tchaikovsky. Klassika 
Symphony Orchestra. Conductor Vladimir 
Begletsov. Smolny Cathedral Symphony 
Orchestra. Smolny Cathedral, 3/1 Rastrelli 
Square, M. Chernyshevskaya, tel. 271 9182
Choral Music Part of the 5th Choral Festival. 
Rondo (St. Petersburg Children’s Homes Festival 
Choir). Cantitare Children’s Choir (Finland). Estonian 
TV Children’s Choir. Alexandrinsky Theater
Chamber Music Schubert. Part of the 19th 
Stars of the White Nights music festival. 
Soloists Ferucco Furlanetto (bass, Italy), Igor 
Chetuyev (piano). Mariinsky Theater Concert 
Hall, 37 Ul. Dekabristov, 8 p.m. 

G I G S

wednesday, may 25

rock, etc.
Viktor Sobolenko Original compositions. 
Chinese Pilot Jao Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. 
Tel. 273 7487; +7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.

Wax Angel Acoustic. Orlandina, 
3 Instrumentalnaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. +7 921 961 1911. 8 p.m.
Pir Vo Vremya Chumy Rock. Zoccolo, 2/3 
3-ya Sovetskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 274 9467. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
Leningrad Dixieland Band Jazz dancing. 
Jazz Philharmonic Hall, 27 Zagorodny 
Prospekt. Tel. 764 85 65, 764 9843. 7 p.m.
Tatyana Tolstova Band Jazz songs. JFC Jazz 
Club, 33 Shpalernaya Ulitsa. Tel. 272 9850. 
8 p.m.

thursday, may 26

rock, etc.
Folk Rock Fest Bergtora, Kamenny Ostrov, 
Lunny Pyos, Zmei i K, Belaya Tropa. Arctica, 
38 Ulitsa Beringa. Tel. 952 4696. 7 p.m.
Pochti Volodya Pop rock, country, jazz. 
Chinese Pilot Jao Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. 
Tel. 273 7487; +7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.
Sakura Indie rock. Dusche, 50 Ligovsky 
Prospekt, Korpus 6. M: Ligovsky Prospekt. 
Tel. +7 (960) 246 4550. 9 p.m.
Morekorabli Indie rock. Fish Fabrique 
(Nouvelle), 53 Ligovsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 764 4857. 9 p.m.
Go! Party! Havoc Print, Brainless, My Broken, 
Ne Bylo Pechali, A Gde Lyagun? Rock, 
alternative. Flat, 28 Sadovaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. 310 0098, 955 7409. 6 p.m.

Griboyedov Ten Showcase for the 
compilation CD. Griboyedov, 
2A Voronezhskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 764 4355, 
973 7273. 8 p.m.
Yury Loza Pop rock. Jagger, 2 Ploshchad 
Konstitutsii. Tel. 923 1292. 8:30 p.m.
Ilya Chyort Rock. Kosmonavt, 
24 Bronnitskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 922 1300. 8 p.m.
Harakiri / TiTry / Urban Pinochet Rock. 
Manhattan, 90 Naberezhnaya Reki Fontanki. 
Tel. 713 1945. 7 p.m.
Orchidelic / Double Art / Electrozombie 

/ PoRvaTa Rock, alternative. Mod, 
7 Naberezhnaya Kanala Griboyedova. 
Tel. 712 0734. 6:30 p.m.
Elizium Rock, alternative. Orlandina, 
3 Instrumentalnaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. +7 921 961 1911. 8 p.m.
Surtsey Sounds Instrumental rock. 
The Place, 47 Ul. Marshala Govorova. 
Tel. 331 9631. 8 p.m.

M.O.P. Hip-hop. Zal Ozhidaniya, 
118 Naberezhnaya Obvodnogo Kanala. 
Tel. 333 1069. 8 p.m.
Vklyuchai Mikrofon! / Kveks / Litry Punk, 
alternative. Zoccolo, 2/3 3-ya Sovetskaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 274 9467. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
Ars Nova Jazz classics. Jazz Philharmonic 
Hall, 27 Zagorodny Prospekt. Tel. 764 8565, 
764 9843. 7 p.m.

Viktoria Elefant and Rezinovaya Koza 

Rock cabaret. JFC Jazz Club, 33 Shpalernaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

friday, may 27

rock, etc.
Krec Hip-hop. Avrora Concert Hall, 
St. Petersburg Hotel, 5/2 Pirogovskaya 
Naberezhnaya. Tel. 907 1917. 8 p.m.
The TairyFale / Praline Indie rock. Chinese 
Pilot Jao Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. Tel. 273 7487; 
+7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.
Next Round Hardcore punk. Dusche, 
50 Ligovsky Prospekt, Korpus 6. M: Ligovsky 
Prospekt. Tel. +7 (960) 246 4550. 8 p.m.
Pavel Chekhov Indie rock. Fish Fabrique 
(Nouvelle), 53 Ligovsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 764 4857. 9 p.m.
A Charity Concert for Svyatoslav 

Zadery’s Family Snyt, Gatsky Papa, 
SkripSvai, SIAM, Sotnya, Atstskiye Uskoriteli. 
Rock, alternative. Flat, 28 Sadovaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. 310 0098, 955 7409. 7 p.m.

La Minor Urban folk. Griboyedov, 
2A Voronezhskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 764 4355, 
973 7273. 8 p.m.
Torba-na-Kruche Pop rock. Kosmonavt, 
24 Bronnitskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 922 1300. 8 p.m.
Raqoons Rock. Manhattan, 
90 Naberezhnaya Reki Fontanki. 
Tel. 713 1945. 7 p.m.
Von Stephaniz Pop rock. Mod, 7 Naberezhnaya 
Kanala Griboyedova. Tel. 712 0734. 9 p.m.

Audio Bullys Electronica. 
Zal Ozhidaniya, 118 Naberezhnaya 
Obvodnogo Kanala. Tel. 333 1069. 8 p.m.
Komanda 24 / Schoolradio Pop punk. 
Zoccolo, 2/3 3-ya Sovetskaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. 274 9467. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
David Goloshchyokin and St. 

Petersburg’s Strings “Petersburg Suite.” 
Jazz Philharmonic Hall, 27 Zagorodny 
Prospekt. Tel. 764 8565, 764 9843. 7 p.m.
Levan Lomidze and Blues Cousins Blues. 
JFC Jazz Club, 33 Shpalernaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

saturday, may 28

rock, etc.
Chyorny Kuznets / Abordazh / Dmitry NE 

/ RetrieM / Vertikal Metal. Arctica, 
38 Ulitsa Beringa. Tel. 952 4696. 5 p.m.

Teenage Mixtape/Ferris Wheel 

Acoustic power pop, indie rock. Chinese Pilot 
Jao Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. Tel. 273 7487; 
+7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.

NOM Art rock. Dusche, 50 Ligovsky 
Prospekt, Korpus 6. M: Ligovsky Prospekt. 
Tel. +7 (960) 246 4550. 8 p.m.
The Toobes Alternative. End, 10/12 Moskovsky 
Prospekt. Tel. 983 5070. 8 p.m.

Tres Muchachos y Companeros 

Latin. Fish Fabrique (Nouvelle), 53 Ligovsky 
Prospekt. Tel. 764 4857. 9 p.m.
Tempo Indie rock. Fish Fabrique (Maly Zal), 
53 Ligovsky Prospekt. Tel. 764 4857. 9 p.m.

Valse Triste / Arsyke / The Pauki / 

Beerocephals Hardcore punk, alternative. 
Flat, 28 Sadovaya Ulitsa. Tel. 310 0098, 
955 7409. 7 p.m.

Pain Industrial metal. Glavclub, 
2 Kremenchugskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 905 7555. 8 p.m.

The Chemical Brothers Electronica. 
Ice Palace, 1 Prospekt Pyatiletok. 
Tel. 718 6620, 718 6622. 7 p.m.

Koroli Kukhni Rock. Manhattan, 
90 Naberezhnaya Reki Fontanki. 
Tel. 713 1945. 8 p.m.
7Rasa / Mannequin Republic Rock, 
alternative.  Mod, 7 Naberezhnaya Kanala 
Griboyedova. Tel. 712 0734. 7 p.m.
Snega Rock. Money Honey, 28 Sadovaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 310 0549. 8 p.m.
Punk Assembly 2 Punk, alternative. 
Orlandina, 3 Instrumentalnaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. +7 921 961 1911. 8 p.m.
Step Into Summer Addis Abeba, Simba 
Vibration, Radikkl Beatz, Legalights, Parovoz 
do Kuby, Dr. I-Bolit and the Rainbow Army 
Band, Khizhina Dyadi Toma, DiaPositive, 
Slony, Foma Yegorych Big Band. Ska, reggae, 
Afro-Cuban. The Place, 47 Ul. Marshala 
Govorova. Tel. 331 9631. 7 p.m.
Rubl Rock, alternative. Zal Ozhidaniya, 
118 Naberezhnaya Obvodnogo Kanala. 
Tel. 333 1069. 8 p.m.
Scarlet Pills / Red Summer Tape Pop 
punk. Zoccolo, 2/3 3-ya Sovetskaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. 274 9467. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
Ilya Lushtak and His Band Jazz guitar 
night. Jazz Philharmonic Hall, 27 Zagorodny 
Prospekt. Tel. 764 8565, 764 9843. 7 p.m.
Viktoria Urusova and Her Band Jazz 
songs. Jazz Philharmonic Hall (Ellington Hall), 
27 Zagorodny Prospekt. Tel. 764 8565, 
764 9843. 8 p.m.
Chizhik Jazz Quartet Crossover jazz. 
JFC Jazz Club, 33 Shpalernaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

sunday, may 29

rock, etc.
Music of the Streets Acts t.b.c. Dusche, 
50 Ligovsky Prospekt, Korpus 6. M: Ligovsky 
Prospekt. Tel. +7 (960) 246 4550. 8 p.m.
Traditional Jazz Jam Session Jazz, 
improvised music. Chinese Pilot Jao Da, 
7 Ulitsa Pestelya. Tel. 273 7487; 
+7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.

Teenage Mixtape Acoustic power pop. 
Fish Fabrique (Nouvelle), 53 Ligovsky 
Prospekt. Tel. 764 4857. 9 p.m.
Anacondaz Hip-hop. Flat, 28 Sadovaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 310 0098, 955 7409. 7 p.m.

Kempel / Strannik STK / Gookie Crew 

Hip-hop. Griboyedov, 2A Voronezhskaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 764 4355, 973 7273. 8 p.m.
Marty Friedman  Metal. Jagger, 2 Ploshchad 
Konstitutsii. Tel. 923 1292. 8:30 p.m.
Pavel Kashin Pop. Kosmonavt, 
24 Bronnitskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 922 1300. 8 p.m.
Alexei Agapov and Figi Rock. Manhattan, 
90 Naberezhnaya Reki Fontanki. 
Tel. 713 1945. 8 p.m.
Favorit  Rock. Orlandina, 3 Instrumentalnaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. +7 921 961 1911. 8 p.m.
Toch-v-Toch Pop rock. Zal Ozhidaniya, 
118 Naberezhnaya Obvodnogo Kanala. 
Tel. 333 1069. 8 p.m.
Neft / Pionerlager Pylnaya Raduga / 

She’s a Friend / Maks Kubbe Indie pop, 
indie rock. Zoccolo, 2/3 3-ya Sovetskaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 274 9467. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
Alexander Latin Band Jazz dancing. 
Jazz Philharmonic Hall, 27 Zagorodny 
Prospekt. Tel. 764 85 65, 764 9843. 7 p.m.
Volkovtrio Art rock. JFC Jazz Club, 
33 Shpalernaya Ulitsa. Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

monday, may 30

rock, etc.
Traditional Irish Session Folk. Chinese 
Pilot Jao Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. Tel. 273 7487; 
+7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.
Andrei Makarevich Pop rock. Jagger, 
2 Ploshchad Konstitutsii. Tel. 923 1292. 
8:30 p.m.
Eto Dzhudis / mirUmer / Invariant 

Alternative. Zoccolo, 2/3 3-ya Sovetskaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 274 9467. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
Four & More Mainstream. JFC Jazz Club, 
33 Shpalernaya Ulitsa. Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

tuesday, may 31

rock, etc.
Soyuz Kosmicheskogo Avangarda Improvised. 
Chinese Pilot Jao Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. 
Tel. 273 7487; +7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.
August Burns Red  Metalcore. Glavclub, 
2 Kremenchugskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 905 7555. 
8 p.m.
That Zeppelin Led Zeppelin covers. Jagger, 
2 Ploshchad Konstitutsii. Tel. 923 1292. 
8:30 p.m.
Atari / Naked But Safe / Bosie Indie rock. 
Zoccolo, 2/3 3-ya Sovetskaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. 274 9467. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
Jazz Philharmonic Big Band Jazz dancing. 
Jazz Philharmonic Hall, 27 Zagorodny 
Prospekt. Tel. 764 85 65, 764 9843. 7 p.m.
Kvadrat Jazz Club Mainstream. Jazz 
Philharmonic Hall (Ellington Hall), 
27 Zagorodny Prospekt. Tel. 764 8565, 
764 9843. 8 p.m.
Andrei Kondakov Band Original 
compositions. JFC Jazz Club, 33 Shpalernaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

wednesday, june 1

rock, etc.
Project Vetrov Art rock. Chinese Pilot Jao 
Da, 7 Ulitsa Pestelya. Tel. 273 7487; 
+7 911 751 8339. 8 p.m.
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Pain, a metal-techno music project created by Swedish musician Peter Tagtgren, will perform at Glavclub on Saturday, May 28.

Sixty lithographs by Marc Chagall are 
on display at an exhibition titled ‘Le 
Bible’ at the Perinnye Ryady gallery 
located at 4 Dumskaya Ulitsa. 
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American hip-hop duo M.O.P. (short for Mash Out Posse), comprising Billy 
Danze (left) and Lil’ Fame, will perform at Zal Ozhidaniya on Thursday, May 26.



Drugoi Veter Pop rock. Zal Ozhidaniya, 
118 Naberezhnaya Obvodnogo Kanala. 
Tel. 333 1069. 8 p.m.
In Your Cells / Hope: It’s Fake / KnR Indie 
rock. Zoccolo, 2/3 3-ya Sovetskaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. 274 9467. 8 p.m.

jazz & blues
Eve Cornelious, David 

Goloshchyokin and Alexei Podymkin Trio 

Jazz. Jazz Philharmonic Hall, 27 Zagorodny 
Prospekt. Tel. 764 8565, 764 9843. 7 p.m.
Maria Art and Ilya Lushtak Band Original 
compositions. JFC Jazz Club, 33 Shpalernaya 
Ulitsa. Tel. 272 9850. 8 p.m.

SCREENS
 NEW! 2-ASSA-2 (2009, Russia) Sergei 
Solovyev’s sequel to his perestroika drama 
starring Alexander Bashirov, Sergei Shnurov 
and Yury Bashmet. Avrora. Starts May 27. 
 
 NEW! 3 (2011, Germany) Tom Tykwer’s 
comedy-drama starring Sophie Rois, 
Sebastian Schipper and Devid Striesow. 
Mirage Cinema. Starts May 26. 
 
Anna Karenina (2009, Russia) Sergei 
Solovyov’s drama starring Tatyana Drubich, 
Oleg Yankovsky and Yaroslav Boiko. Avrora.
 
Burnt by the Sun 2: The Citadel 

(Utomlyonniye Solntsem 2: Tsitadel) 

(2011, Russia) Nikita Mikhalkov’s war epic 
starring himself, Nadezhda Mikhalkova, Oleg 
Menshchikov and Viktoria Tolstoganova. 
Avrora, Crystal Palace, Khudozhestvenny, 
Mirage Cinema, Pik. 
 
Certified Copy (Copie conforme) 

(2010, France-Italy-Iran) Abbas Kiarostami’s 
drama starring Juliette Binoche and William 
Shimell. Dom Kino. 
 
Exam (2009, U.K.) Stuart Hazeldine’s thriller 
starring Adar Beck, Gemma Chan and 
Nathalie Cox. Dom Kino. 
 
Fast Five (2011, U.S.) Justin Lin’s action 
thriller starring Vin Diesel, Paul Walker and 
Jordana Brewster. Crystal Palace, 
Khudozhestvenny, Mirage Cinema, Pik. 
 
Generation P (2011, Russia) Victor 
Ginzburg’s screen version of Viktor Pelevin’s 
novel starring Anibal Silveyra, Vladimir 
Menshov and Renata Litvinova. Crystal 
Palace, Khudozhestvenny, 
Mirage Cinema. 
 
Gigola (2010, France) Laure Charpentier’s 
film starring Lou Doillon, Marie Kremer and 
Thierry Lhermitte. Dom Kino. 
 
Hanna (2011, U.S.-U.K.-Germany) Joe 
Wright’s action thriller starring Saoirse Ronan, 
Eric Bana and Cate Blanchett. 
Khudozhestvenny, Pik. 
 
 NEW! Hereafter (2010, U.S.) Clint 
Eastwood’s drama starring Cecile De France, 
Thierry Neuvic and Jessica Griffiths. Mirage 
Cinema. Starts May 26. 
 
Hierro (2009, Spain) Gabe Ibanez’s mystery 
thriller starring Elena Anaya and Mar Sodupe. 
Dom Kino. 
 
Holdup (Gop-Stop) (2011, Russia) Pavel 
Bardin’s crime comedy starring Pyotr Fedorov, 
Alexander Golubkov and Marina Oryol. Dom 
Kino. 
 
The Housemaid (Hanyo) (2010, South 
Korea) Im Sang-soo’s thriller starring Eun-yi 

Jeon Do-youn, Hoon Lee Jung-jae and Hae-ra 
Seo Woo. Dom Kino. 
 
I Love You Too (2010, Australia) Daina Reid’s 
romantic comedy starring Brendan Cowell, 
Peter Dinklage and Yvonne Strahovski. 
Crystal Palace, Khudozhestvenny, Pik.  
 
In a Better World (Haevnen) 

(2010, Denmark-Sweden) Susanne Bier’s 
drama/thriller starring Mikael Persbrandt, 
Wil Johnson and William Johnk Nielsen. 
Rodina. 
 
An Invisible Sign (2010, U.S.) Marilyn 
Agrelo’s drama starring Jessica Alba, Bailee 
Madison and J.K. Simmons. Dom Kino. 
 
 NEW! Kung Fu Panda 2 (2011, U.S.) Jennifer 
Yuh’s animated family film. Crystal Palace, 
Jam Hall, Mirage Cinema, Pik. 
 
 NEW! The Ledge (2011, U.S.) Matthew 
Chapman’s thriller starring Charlie Hunnam, 
Liv Tyler and Patrick Wilson. Crystal Palace, 
Pik. Starts May 26. 
 
Master and Margarita (2011, Russia) Yury 
Kara’s drama/comedy starring Mikhail 
Ulyanov, Valentin Gaft and Anastasia 
Vertinskaya Avrora. 
 
Mr. Nobody (2009, Canada-Belgium-France-
Germany) Jaco Van Dormael’s fantasy film 
starring Jared Leto, Diane Kruger and Sarah 
Polley. Dom Kino. 
 
Norwegian Wood (Noruwei no mori) 

(2010, Japan) Anh Hung Tran’s love drama 
starring Rinko Kikuchi, Ken’ichi Matsuyama 
and Kiko Mizuhara. Dom Kino. 
 
 NEW! Pirates of the Caribbean: On 

Stranger Tides (2011, U.S.) Rob Marshall’s 
adventure film starring Johnny Depp, Penelope 
Cruz and Geoffrey Rush. Avrora, Crystal 
Palace, Jam Hall, Khudozhestvenny, Mirage 
Cinema, Neva, Pik. 
 
Priest (2011, U.S.) Scott Charles Stewart’s 
vampire film starring Paul Bettany, Karl Urban 
and Cam Gigandet. Crystal Palace, 
Khudozhestvenny, Mirage Cinema, Neva, Pik. 
 
Rio (2011, U.S.) Carlos Saldanha’s animated 
family comedy. Mirage Cinema. 
 
Something Borrowed (2011, U.S.) Luke 
Greenfield’s romantic comedy starring Ginnifer 
Goodwin, Kate Hudson and Colin Egglesfield. 
Khudozhestvenny, Mirage Cinema, Pik. 
 
The Thirty Seventh Romance (Tridtsat 

Sedmoi Roman) (2011, Russia) Grigor 
Gyardushyan’s melodrama film starring 
Vladimir Zaitsev, Natalya Antonova and 
Tatyana Lyutayeva. Pik, Rodina. 
 
Thor (2011, U.S.) Kenneth Branagh’s fantasy 
adventure starring Natalie Portman, Chris 
Hemsworth and Anthony Hopkins. 
Khudozhestvenny, Mirage Cinema, Pik. 
 
Uncle Boonmee Who Can Recall His Past 

Lives (Loong Boonmee raleuk chat) 

(2010, 
Thailand-U.K.-France-Germany-Spain-
Netherlands) Apichatpong Weerasethakul’s 
fantasy comedy-drama starring Thanapat 
Saisaymar, Jenjira Pongpas and Sakda 
Kaewbuadee. Rodina. 
 
Under the Hawthorn Tree (Shan zha shu 

zhi lian) (2010, China) Zhang Yimou’s love 
drama taking place during China’s Cultural 
Revolution. Dom Kino. 
 
Water for Elephants (2011, U.S.) Francis 
Lawrence’s drama starring Reese 

Witherspoon, Robert Pattinson and Christoph 
Waltz. Crystal Palace.  
 
What Love May Bring (Ces amours-la) 

(2010, France) Claude Lelouch’s drama 
starring Audrey Dana, Dominique Pinon, 
Raphael and Samuel Labarthe. Dom Kino. 
 
Your Highness (2011, U.S.) David Gordon 
Green’s comedy-adventure film starring Danny 
McBride, James Franco and Natalie Portman. 
Crystal Palace, Khudozhestvenny, Mirage 
Cinema, Pik. 

MUSEUMS
ACADEMY OF ARTS MUSEUM
17 Universitetskaya Nab. Tel. 323 6496, 
323 3578 M. Vasileostrovskaya. Wednesday 
through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 NEW!  Salvador Dali and Pablo Picasso 

Sculpture. Ceramics May 14 through July 10
Dmitry Belyaev Painting. May 5 through June 5 

ALEXANDER BLOK APARTMENT MUSEUM 
57 Ul. Dekabristov Ul., M. Sadovaya, Sennaya. 
Tel. 713 8631. Daily 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Closed Wednesday.

ANNA AKHMATOVA MUSEUM 
AT THE FOUNTAIN HOUSE
34 Fontanka River, entrance from 53 Liteiny 
Pr. M. Gostiny Dvor, Mayakovskaya. 
Tel. 272 2211. Daily, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed 
Monday and the last Wednesday of every 
month. www.akhmatova.spb.ru
 NEW!  Dmitry Brikman: Jerusalem – Not 

Only a City. Photo. May 19 through June 5
 NEW!  Olga Yurgina: St. Petersburg 

Through the Eyes of a Muscovite. Photo. 
May 20 through May 31.
 NEW!  Khachatur Bely. Graphics, Sculpture.  
May 18 through June 5
Strayed Tram.Installation April 28 through 
September 30

ARTILLERY MUSEUM
(Military Historical Museum of Artillery and 
Engineers) 7 Alexandrovsky Park, 
M: Gorkovskaya, tel. 232 0296, 238 0704, 
Wednesday through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed last Thursday of each Month

BOTANIC MUSEUM 
2 Professora Popova Ul. Tel. 234-0673. 
Daily 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Ticket office to 4 p.m. 
Closed Friday, Monday.
Mushroom Planet.Photo. April 16 through 
June 30

BRICK MUSEUM 
55 Yuzhnoye Shosse, Ceramic factory. 
M: Lomonosovskaya. Tel. 327 9612. 
Daily 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Closed weekends. 
By appointment only. 
www.pobedalsr.ru/muzey
Secrets of Brick Marks. Installation. 
April 27 through June 26

CHALIAPIN MANSION AND MUSEUM OF 
RUSSIAN OPERA
26 Ulitsa Graftio, M: Petrogradskaya, 
tel. 234 1056.
Marina – Shalyapin’s Daughter. From the 
collection of the State Museum of Culture 
(Moscow). Portraits, furniture, toys. April 13 
through September 29

CITY SCULPTURE MUSEUM
New Exhibition Hall, 179/2a Nevsky Prospekt. 
Entrance through Chernoretskogo Pereulok. 
Tel. 274 2635, 274 2579, 274 3860. Daily, 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Thursday, Friday. 

Labor People: Mikhail Yedomsky.

Sculpture. May 4 through June 4

DERZHAVIN MUSEUM
118 Nab. Reki Fontanki. M: Technologichesky 
Institut, Sennaya, Sadovaya. Tel. 713 0717, 
570 6511
Derzhavin, Scourge of Grandees. 

Installation. April 15 through May 30

DOLL MUSEUM 
8 Kamskaya Ulitsa, M: Vasileostrovskaya. 
Tel. 327 7224, 321 7869. Tuesday through 
Sunday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Saturday 
10.00 – master-class in making dolls.
Honor and Glory of the Motherland. 

Objects, decorative art. February 22 through 
December 31

DOSTOEVSKY APARTMENT MUSEUM 
5/2 Kuznechny Pereulok, M: Vladimirskaya. 
Tel. 571 4031. Daily, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed 
Monday and last Wednesday of each month.
Portraits of Classic Authors: Andrei 

Bilzho. Graphics. May 14 through June 9
Dostoevsky Day 2010.Photo. May 7 
through May 31

HEROIC DEFENDERS OF LENINGRAD 
MUSEUM MONUMENT PLOSHCHAD 
POBEDY
M: Moskovskaya. Tel. 371 2951, 373 6563. 
Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday, Friday 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Closed last Tuesday of each month.

HISTORY OF PHOTOGRAPHY MUSEUM 
23 Professora Popova Ul. Tel. 346 1950. 
Daily 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Sunday, 
Monday. 

HISTORY OF RELIGION MUSEUM
14/5 Pochtamtskaya Ulitsa. M: Nevsky 
Prospekt, Sennaya, Sadovaya. Tel. 571 0495, 
314 5838. Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed Wednesday.
Many-Sided Cannon: Images of 

Bodhisattva in Russia and Japan. 

Painting, sculpture. May 12 through May 26

HISTORY OF ST. PETERSBURG MUSEUM 
PETER & PAUL FORTRESS. 
M: Gorkovskaya. Tel. 230 6431. Daily, 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Tuesday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Wednesday. 
Permanent Collection The St. Peter and 
Paul Cathedral, housing the graves of most of 
the Romanov dynasty; History of the Mint; 
Museum of Old Petersburg; and more. Exhibits 
are housed in various locations in the Peter 
and Paul Fortress. The History of the Trubetsky 
Bastion Prison 1872-1921 The Peter and Paul 
Fortress was Imperial St. Petersburg’s main jail 
and this exhibition tells the story of the famous 
revolutionaries and opponents of the Tsar who 
were imprisoned there. The Peter and Paul 
Cathedral and the Great Princely Necropolis of 
the House of Romanov The story of the last 
resting place of the Romanov Dynasty from 
Peter the Great to Nicholas II, who was finally 
reinterred here in 1998.
Fates in World War II: Letters, Diaries, 

Reminiscences of Jewish soldiers in the 

Red Army. Objects, audio installations, 
photo, video art. From April 28. Closing date 
to be confirmed.
The Cradle of Russian Parliamentarism. 

105 Years of the First State Russian 

Duma. Photo, objects, graphics. April 18 
through June 1

HISTORY OF ST. PETERSBURG MUSEUM:
RUMYANTSEV MANSION 
44 Angliiskaya Naberezhnaya. 
M: Vasileostrovskaya, Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 571 7544. Daily, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Wednesday 
and the last Tuesday of each month.
300 Years of Printing in St. Petersburg.

Objects. May 5 through August 15

HISTORY OF THE POLITICAL POLICE 
MUSEUM.
6 Admiralteisky Prospekt. M: Gostiny Dvor, 
Nevsky Prospekt. Tel. 312 2742. Daily 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Closed Saturday, Sunday.
Intelligence and Counter-Intelligence in 

the U.S.S.R. from the 1940s to the 

1990s. Objects, photo, documents. February 
28 through August 31

ISAAK BRODSKY APARTMENT MUSEUM 
3 Pl. Iskusstv. M: Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel 314 3658. Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed Monday, Tuesday

KIROV APARTMENT MUSEUM 
26/28 Kamennoostrovsky Prospekt. 
M: Gorkovskaya, Petrogradskaya. 
Tel. 346 0217. Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed Wednesday.

KUNSTKAMERA
3 Universitetskaya Nab. Tel. 328 1412. 
Daily, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Monday and 
the last Thursday of each month. 
www.kunstkamera.ru

MILITARY MEDICINE MUSEUM 
2 Lazaretny Pereulok. M: Pushkinskaya. 
Tel. 315 5358, 315 7287. Daily 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Closed at weekends
Medicine of Height. Equipment for 
physiological research into animals and 
humans during space flights, prototypes of the 
first space life support systems, documents, 
photo. April 12 through October 1
Between Life and Death. Interactive 
exhibition. Prolonged to September 1

MUSIC MUSEUM 
AT THE SHEREMETYEV PALACE
34 Nab. Reki Fontanki. Tel. 272 4441. 
Wednesday through Sunday 12 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed last Wednesday of each month. 
By prior appointment only.

VLADIMIR NABOKOV APARTMENT 
MUSEUM
47 Bolshaya Morskaya. Tel. 315 4713, 
717 4502. Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Weekend 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Monday. www.nabokovmuseum.org
 NEW! Graphic Design Spring at the 

Nabokov Museum. Painting, graphics. May 
17 through May 31
 NEW! Tatyana Gorshenkova. Painting, 
graphics, installation. May 17 through May 31
 NEW! Igor Sukhov. Graphics. June 1 through 
June 15

MUSIC MUSEUM AT THE SHEREMETYEV 
PALACE
34 Nab. Reki Fontanki. Tel. 272 4441. 
Wednesday through Sunday 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed last Wednesday of each month. By 
prior appointment only.
NEW! Gardens of Tukai. Dedicated to 125 

Years since the birth of the Tatar poet 

Gabdulla Tukai. Baki Urmanche, 

Bainazara Almenova, Faizrakhmana 

Aminova, Irina Kolmogortseva, Nadir 

Almeyev. Graphics. May 20 through June 30

NIKOLAI NEKRASOV APARTMENT 
MUSEUM 
36 Liteiny Prospekt. M: Chernyshevskaya. 
Tel. 272 0165. Daily, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed 
Tuesday and the last Friday of each month.

POLITICAL HISTORY OF RUSSIA MUSEUM
2/4 Ul. Kuibysheva, M: Gorkovskaya. 
Tel. 233 7052. Daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Thursday.
Chernobyl. A Test of Strength. Installation, 
photo, objects. April 26 through May 31
The Union is Inviolable? Objects. March 18 
through May 31

POPOV CENTRAL MUSEUM 
OF COMMUNICATIONS
3 Pochtamtsky Pereulok. Tel. 323 9718. 
Daily 10.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Sunday, 
Monday and the last Thursday of each month. 
www.rustelecom-museum.ru
The History of the Postal Service in 

Russia. Permanent exposition.

PUSHKIN APARTMENT MUSEUM 
12 Nab. Reki Moika. Tel: 571 3801. 
Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Tuesday. 
www.peterlink.ru/spb/pushkin/

RIMSKY-KORSAKOV APARTMENT MUSEUM
28 Zagorodny Prospekt, Courtyard. 
M: Dostoyevskaya. Tel. 713 3208, 315 3975. 
Daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Monday, 
Tuesday and last Friday of each month.
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Teenage Mixtape, a band consisting of an American singer and two French 
musicians, will perform at Chinese Pilot Jao Da on Saturday, May 28 and Fish 
Fabrique Nouvelle on Sunday, May 29.

WWW.TEENAGEMIXTAPE.COM

A work by Salvador Dali on display at 
the Academy of Arts Museum 
through July 10, along with work by 
Pablo Picasso.

FOR SPT

London-based electronic music duo 
Audio Bullys, featuring singer Simon
Franks (left) and DJ Tom Dinsdale, 
will perform at Zal Ozhidaniya on
Friday, May 27.

 DAN REID



The Snow Maiden. Dedicated to 130 years 
of the Rimsky-Korsakov opera. Objects, 
decorative art. February 26 through May 26

NIKOLAI ROERICH APARTMENT MUSEUM
1 Line 18, V.O. Daily 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Monday, Tuesday. Tel. 325 4413. 
www.roerich.spb.ru 
 NEW! Tibet. Dreams and Reality. Photo, 
installation. May 18 through June 19

RUSSIAN ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUM
4/1 Inzhenernaya Ul. M: Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 313 4421. Daily, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed Monday and the last Friday of each 
month.

SIGMUND FREUD MUSEUM OF DREAMS 
18a Bolshoi Prospekt, Petrogradskaya Side. 
M: Sportivnaya. Tel. 235 2929. Tuesday and 
Sunday 12 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Memento Moro: Doping-Pong art group.

Graphics. May 1 through June 10

SMOLNY CATHEDRAL EXHIBITION HALL
3 Ploshchad Rastrelli. Tel: 314 2168. 
Daily, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

ST. PETERSBURG AVANT-GARDE MUSEUM
(Mikhail Matyushin Apartment) 10 Professora 
Popova Ul. M: Petrogradskaya. Daily 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., Tuesday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Closed Wednesday 
 NEW! Mikhail Karasik: The Archaeology 

of the Avant-Garde. Objects. May 19 
through September 19
 NEW! Lyudmila Kutsenko Painting, 
graphics, collage. May 28 through August 28

STATE HERMITAGE MUSEUM: 
GENERAL STAFF BUILDING
Daily, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, 
10:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Monday.
Museum of The Guards. A permanent 
addition to the Hermitage in the General Staff 
Building. 

STATE HERMITAGE MUSEUM 
34 Dvortsovaya Naberezhnaya. M: Nevsky 
Prospekt. Tel. 571 3420, 571 3465. 
Daily, 10.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, 10.30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Closed Monday. 
www.hermitagemuseum.org/html_En/index.html
Permanent Collection Three million items 
in six buildings along the Neva and around 
Palace Square. Unless otherwise stated, 
temporary exhibitions are displayed in the 
Winter Palace, the museum’s main building. 
 NEW! Arabian Ways. Archaeological 

Treasures of Saudi Arabia. Installation. 
May 17 through September 5
 NEW! Russian Lacquer Art in the 18th-

20th centuries. Installation. May 13 through 
September 4
 NEW! Surrealism in State Service: Henry 

Moore (U.K.) Graphics, sculpture. May 7 
through September 4
Prado at the Hermitage. The best of the 
classic collection of the Prado Museum in 
Madrid. Painting. February 26 through May 29
Thomas de Thomon. Works from the 
Hermitage Collection. Architecture, graphics. 
February 22 through May 29

STATE HERMITAGE MUSEUM: 
MENSHIKOV PALACE
15 Universitetskaya Nab. 
M: Vasileostrovskaya. Tel. 323 1112. Daily, 
10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.
A branch of the State Hermitage Museum. 

STATE RUSSIAN MUSEUM
2 Inzhenernaya Ul. M: Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 314 3448, 595 4248. Monday 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Wednesday through Sunday 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Closed Tuesday. 
www.rusmuseum.ru/eng
Permanent CollectionThe world’s finest and 
most extensive collection of works by Russian 
artists, from 12th-century icons to some of the 
latest movements in contemporary art 
exhibited in the Mikhailovsky Palace and in 
associated buildings listed below. 

STATE RUSSIAN MUSEUM: MARBLE 
PALACE
5/1 Millionnaya Ul. M: Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 312 9196. Daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Closed Tuesday. 
A branch of the State Russian Museum.
 NEW! Unofficial Meeting. Paintings from 
the collection of Nadya Brykina. Painting. 
May 19 through August 1
Gates and Doors. Vladimir Yankilevsky, 

Tanatos Banionis art group, William Brui 

(France/Russia), Vadim Grigoryev-

Bashun, Sergei “Africa” Bugayev and 

others. Installation, painting, objects, 
sculpture, video art. April 28 through June 20

STATE RUSSIAN MUSEUM: 
MIKHAILOVSKY (ENGINEERS’) CASTLE
2 Sadovaya Ulitsa. M: Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 313 4112. Daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Closed Tuesday. 
A branch of the State Russian Museum.
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STATE RUSSIAN MUSEUM: 
STROGANOV PALACE
17 Nevsky Prospekt. Tel. 571 2360. Daily, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Closed Tuesday. A branch of the State Russian 
Museum.
 NEW! Birgit Freybe Bateman: Mindful 

Vision (Canada) Installation, photo. June 1 
through August 29 

THEATRICAL AND MUSICAL ART MUSEUM 
6 Ostrovskogo Pl. Tel. 315 5243. Daily 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Wednesday 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Closed Tuesday. 
Akimov’s Way. From Buffoonery to 

Tragedy. Graphics, objects. May 6 through 
June 6

TOY MUSEUM 
32 Nab. Reki Karpovki. Entrance from 
Vsevolod Vishnevsky Ul. M: Petrogradskaya, 
Chkalovskaya. Tel. 234 4312. Daily, 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Closed Monday and last Tuesday of 
the month.
 NEW! The Toy For Me Is... Objects, 
decorative art, painting, sculpture, graphics. 
May 19 through September 11

GALLERIES
AL GALLERY
3-5 Bolshaya Morskaya Ulitsa. 
Tel. 315 9999. 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Closed Mondays. info@album-gallery.org; 
www.album-gallery.ru
 NEW! Wrinkles: Tatyana Podmarkova.

Painting. May 26 through June 19

ANNA NOVA 
28 Ulitsa Zhukovskogo, tel: 275 9762. 
Tuesday – Saturday 12 a.m. to 7 p.m

ARKA
6 Bolshaya Morskaya Ulitsa, M: Nevsky 
Prospekt. Tel. 312 4012. Daily 12 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. 

ART CENTER PUSHKINSKAYA 10 
Galleries open from 3 p.m. through 7 p.m. 
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays. Entrance 
at 53 Ligovsky Prospekt. Tel: 764 5371 
http://en.p-10.ru/

Art-Bureau Gallery  
Reminiscences of the White Nights: 

Sergei Arsentyev.

Photo. May 15 through June 10
Art-Liga Gallery  
The Door Floor 3.
Wednesday through Sunday 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.
 NEW! Everything Hangs by a Silk Thread: 

Barbara Straiff (Germany). Graphics. 
May 28 through June 19 
GEZ-21 Outbuilding B, 3 Floor. Tel. 764 5258. 
Daily 3 p.m. to midnight.
Kino-FOT-703 Office 703. Tel. 764 5353.
Navicula Artis gallery Tel. 764 5371, 
Wednesday-Sunday, 3 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.
 NEW! Critical Balance: Pyotr Shvetsov.

Painting. May 28 through June 26
New Academy of Fine Arts Museum
Room 405. Tel. 272-8222. Saturday 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.
Timur Novikov. Installation, painting, 
graphics. May 7 through May 31
 NEW! Tricolor: Oleg Kotelnikov. Painting. 
May 28 through June 19

Nonconformist Art Museum
Floor 4. Tel. 764-5371. Wednesday through 
Sunday 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
www.nonmuseum.ru/
 NEW! Cosmogonia: Alexander Kondurov.

Collage. May 28 through June 19
 NEW! Painting of the Color Field: Tatyana 

Tulicheva. Painting, graphics. May 28 
through June 19
Parnik Art-Project
Open Wednesday-Sunday 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Gong of the Drawing-Pin: Andrei Chezhin.

Object. April 30 through May 30
PHOTOImage Office 1. Tel. 764-5371. 
Saturday 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
St. Petersburg Archive and Library of 
Independent Art Tel. 272-8222. Monday 
and Saturday 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

ART RE.FLEX 
5 Ulitsa Bakunina. Tel: 332 3343. 
Daily 12 p.m. to 7 p.m. Closed Sunday and 
Monday. www.artreflex.ru
 NEW! Asya Gordeyeva: “2011-1983. 

Havana.” Photo. May 20 through June 11

ART SPB
33/8 Kuibysheva Ul., M. Gorkovskaya, 
tel. 237 1835. Daily, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Closed Sunday.
 NEW! Vivid Space. Alexei Smolovik, 

Vladimir Zagorov, Irina Annina, Julia 

Sopina. Painting.  May 19 through 
September 15

ARTISTS UNION OF RUSSIA EXHIBITION 
CENTER 
38 Bolshaya Morskaya Ulitsa. Tel: 314 3060. 
Daily, 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
 NEW! Polyrealism. 21st-century painting, 
graphics, sculpture. May 24 through May 29
 NEW! Bulasbek Sheraliyev: Two Winds.

Painting. May 23 through May 29
 NEW! Vyacheslav Ulanov. Sculpture, 
Installation. May 24 through June 5
 NEW! Dedicated to Save the Children Day 

Painting, graphics. June 1 through June 5
 NEW! Diploma work by students of 

St. Petersburg University of Service and 

Economics. Decorative art. May 30 through 
June 5
 NEW! Selected: Anastasia Nikolayeva.

Painting, graphics. May 31 through June 5

BLUE HALL
38 Bolshaya Morskaya Ulitsa. Daily 12 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Closed Monday. Tel. 315 7414, 
994 2204. 

BOOK AND GRAPHICS CENTER 
55 Liteiny Prospekt. M: Mayakovskaya. 
Tel. 273-54-52. Daily 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Female Theme. Painting, graphics. May 19 
through May 30

BOREY
58 Liteiny Prospekt. M: Vladimirskaya, 
Mayakovskaya. Tel. 273 3693. Tuesday – 
Saturday 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. www.borey.ru
 NEW! Oblakofabrika: Mikhail Gnedich. 

Painting, objects. May 17 through May 28
 NEW! Looking at Something Different: 

Yevgeny Lukinsky. Photo. May 17 through 
May 28
 NEW! Don’t Dare Honor Color to Kill: 

Mikhail Shapiro Painting. May 31 through 
June 11
 NEW! Sky Line: Sergei Bakin. Painting, 
graphics. May 31 through June 11

D-137 GALLERY 
12 Zvenigorodskaya Ulitsa, 3rd floor. 
M: Pushkinskaya. Tel. +7 981 687 6051. 
Thursday – Saturday 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.
www.d137.ru
Marlene Dietrich – the Legend in 

Photos. George Hurrell, Cecil Beaton, 

Edward Steichen (all – U.S.) May 11 
through May 25

DIDI ART GALLERY
62 Bolshoi Prospekt of V.O., 
M: Vasileostrovskaya. Tel. 320-7357. 
Daily 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday, Sunday 
12 p.m. to 7 p.m. http://didigallery.com
Red Line: Roland Shalamberidze.

Installation. May 5 through June 2

ERARTA MUSEUM
2, 29th Line of Vasilyevsky Island, lit. A. 
M: Vasileostrovskaya. Tel. 324 0809. 
Daily 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Closed Tuesday. 
www.erarta.com
Draw Me a Lamb. Part of the 4th Step 

Ahead festival for disabled children.

Painting, graphics, decorative art. May 14 
through May 25
My Life and Glass: Alessandro 

Mandruzzato (Italy). Objects. April 29 
through July 5

GUILD OF MASTERS
82 Nevsky Prospekt. M: Gostiny Dvor. 
Tel. 579 0979. Daily 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Sergei Yesin. Painting. May 15 through 
June 15

IFA EXHIBITION HALL
60 Nevsky Prospekt, tel. 571 0315. 
Daily 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Closed Sunday, Monday
 NEW! Between the Sky and Water.

Painting, graphics, decorative art, objects. 
May 19 through June 5

JAM HALL GALLERY 
AT PETROGRADSKAYA
42 Kamennoostrovsky Prospekt, 
M: Petrogradskaya, tel. 703 7414
Opera Club of Painters. Sinshtein, 

Anatoly Zaslavsky, Lyudmila Belova, 

Anna Kazhdan, Lev Smorgon, Boris 

Borsh and others. April 19 through June 20

KARL BULLA PHOTOSALON
54 Nevsky Prospekt, 3 floor, tel. 314 3301. 
Daily 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

KREMLIN GALLERY 
3 Telezhny boulevard. M: Ploshchad 
Vosstaniya, Ploshchad Alexandra Nevskogo. 
Tel. 640-2401, 640-6829. Open Monday to 
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
www.kremlingallery.ru

LAZAREV GALLERY 
6 Line of Vasilyevsky Island, 5/5. 
Tel. 328 2222. M: Vasileostrovskaya. 
www.ivan-slavinsky.com. Daily 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Closed Monday. 
Free entrance.
Oleg Tselkov. 21st Century. Paintings from 
2000-2010. April 22 through June 20

LOFT-PROJECT ETAZHI
74 Ligovsky Prospekt. Tel. 339 9836. 
Daily 12 a.m. to 10 p.m.
 NEW!  The Breach.Installation. May 19 
through June 5
X_Y_Z Control. Incubus Project. Objects. 
May 13 through June 12
FORMULA GALLERY Tel. 458 5005
FOTOWALL Daily 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Tel. 611 0166.
Marko Beslach (Croatia). Photo. April 14 
through June 14
Behind the Breeze: Anka Zhuravlyeva.

Photo. April 9 through June 9

MANEZH CENTRAL EXHIBITION HALL
1 Isaakievskaya Pl. M: Nevsky Prospekt. 
Tel. 314 8859. Daily, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Closed Thursday

MANEZH CENTRAL EXHIBITION HALL, 
SMALL HALL
103 Nab. Canala Griboyedova. 
Tel. 312 2243. Daily, 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.
 NEW! Minifest/Nachala. 1st minimalist 

art festival. Painting, graphics, installation, 
photo. May 27 through June 11

MANSARD OF ARTISTS 
7 Bolshaya Pushkarskaya Ul. Tel. 988 7788. 
Daily 12 a.m. to 8 p.m. www.sneg.su
Spring Imagination: Igor Knyazev.

Painting. May 1 through May 31

MART GALLERY
35 Ul. Marata. Tel. 710 8835, 315 2738. 
M: Vladimirskaya, Dostoyevskaya. Daily 
12 a.m. to 7 p.m. Closed Sunday, Monday
 NEW! Nikolai Bogomolov: Islands of the 

Kamenny Sea. Painting, graphics. May 19 
through June 8

MARINA GISICH GALLERY 
121 Nab. Reki Fontanki, tel. 314 4380. 
Daily, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday 12 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. Closed Sunday. Open by prior 
appointment.

MAYAKOVSKY LIBRARY 
46 Nab. Reki Fontanki. Entrance through the 
courtyard. Tel. 571 0856

My Russia: Katya Westerhof 

(the Netherlands) and Ksenia Popova.

Painting, decorative art. May 17 through 
May 25
 NEW! Gallimard 1911-2011: A Century of 

Publishing. Graphics. May 26 through 
May 29

MIKHAIL SHEMYAKIN FOUNDATION 
11 Sadovaya Ul. M: Gostiny Dvor. 
Tel. 310 2514. Tuesday – Thursday 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
Monsters. Mythological Characters.

Graphics, objects, sculpture. May 3 through 
August 28

MOKHOVAYA 18 GALLERY
18 Mokhovaya Ul. M: Chernyshevskaya. 
Daily 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Closed Sunday, 
Monday. Tel. 275 3383. www.gm18.ru
 NEW! Cosmos as Perception. Painting, 
graphics. May 21 through May 28

NEW MUSEUM GALLERY
29 6th Line of Vasilyevsky Island. 
Tel. 323 5090.  Daily 12 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Closed Monday and Tuesday. 
M: Vasileostrovskaya. www.novymuseum.ru

PHOTODEPARTMENT GALLERY 
32 Nevsky Prospekt. Tel. 314 5925, 
+7 901 301 7994. M: Gostiny Dvor. 
www.fotodepartament.ru. 
Closed Wednesday and Sunday.
Ivan and the Moon: Daria Tuminas. Photo. 
May 7 through June 9

RAKHMANINOV ART WAY
5 Kazanskaya Ulitsa, Second Courtyard, 
tel. 571 7618. Daily 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Maria Snegirevskaya & Pyotr Lebedev. Photo.
Maria Snegirevskaya & Pyotr Lebedev.

Photo. April 23 through May 24

RAKHMANINOV HOTEL
5 Kazanskaya Ul. Tel. 327 7466. 
www.kazansky5.com
Nikolai Potapenko & Alexander Pilko.

Photo. April 16 through May 30

RIZZORDI ART FOUNDATION
49a Kurlyandskaya Ulitsa. M. Baltiiskaya. 
Daily 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
www.rizzordi.org
 NEW!  Cosmos As... festival of street art. 

Part of Museums Night. Graffiti. May 21 
through June 19

ROSPHOTO STATE CENTER OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY
35 Bolshaya Morskaya Ulitsa. Tel. 314 6184, 
314 1214. Daily, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
www.rosfoto.org
Terry O’Neill and His Shining Stars. Photo. 
April 26 through May 29
Service: Mikhail Rosanov. Photo. April 15 
through May 29 
The Epoch of Optimism. Art and 

propaganda in Soviet photography in the 

1920-1940s. Alexander Grinberg, 

Alexander Rodchenko, Boris Ignatovich, 

Mikhail Prekhner. Soviet press 

photography. Photo. April 7 through May 31

SERGEI KURYOKHIN CONTEMPORARY 
ART CENTER
93 Sredny Prospekt, V.O. Tel. 322 4223. 
Daily 12 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
www.kuryokhin.ru

ST. PETERSBURG ARTISTS’ MUSEUM-
EXHIBITION CENTER 
1 Ulitsa Glinki. Tel. 314 0609. Daily 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Closed Monday, Tuesday, 
www.piter-art.com

STARAYA KOLOMNA LIBRARY-MUSEUM
168 Naberezhnaya Kanala Griboedova. 
M: Sennaya, Sadovaya. Tel. 714 7486. Daily 
12 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
www.starayakolomna.narod.ru/INDEX.htm

TOLSTOY SQUARE COMPLEX
9 Ulitsa Lva Tolstogo. M: Petrogradskaya. 
Tel: +7 (921) 928 9619. 
Daily 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
The Human Body: The Dead Teach the 

Living. Pathology. Closing date to be 
confirmed.

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTER 
37 Sadovaya Ul. Tel. 570 7625. Daily 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Saturday 12 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed Sunday.
Africa: Alexei Shepochkin. Painting.  
March 24 through June 9

TRETYAKOV GALLERY
2 Pionerskaya Ul., M: Sportivnaya. 
Tel. 233 1007. Open Tuesday to Friday, 
12 p.m. to 7.30 p.m., 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
on Saturday.
Great Books. The Beginning: Ilya 

Bogdesko. Graphics. 
 NEW!  Sunday Drawing School Pupils.

Painting, graphics. June 1 through June 29

A work by local artist Mikhail Karasik 
on show at the Museum of the St. 
Petersburg Avant-Garde as part of an 
exhibition titled ‘The Archeology of 
the Avant-Garde.’

A graphic drawing of the Tatar 
fairytale forest demon Shurale is 
currently on display at the Music 
Museum at the Sheremetyev Palace 
as part of an exhibition titled 
‘Gardens of Tukai’ dedicated to the 
Tatar poet Gabdulla Tukai. 

FOR SPT

FOR SPT



ACCOMMODATION

Apartment rentals. www.arendaservice.
com  Tel.: +7-812-943-38-28

Apartments and hotels. Tel. : +7-812-
579-99-33. www.travelrussia.su 
E-mail: info@travelrussia.su

1-ROOM 

APARTMENTS

Zakharievskaya Ul. Building after 
reconstruction, stylish furnished 
apartment. Total area: 120 sq.m. One 
bedroom and large lounge (50 sq.m.), 
modern fully fitted kitchen (27 sq.m.), 
air conditioning, concierge. For 
details contact Olga. 
Tel.:  +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

2-ROOM 

APARTMENTS

Italianskaya Ul. 2-bedroom apart-
ment in a prestigious building with 
concierge. Total area: 100 sq.m. Fully 
fitted, furnished. For details con-
tact Olga, tel.: +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

Bolshaya Morskaya Ul. 2-bedroom 
apartment, modern renovation. Total 
area: 100 sq.m.  Kitchen combined 
with lounge, entrance with intercom 
system. 55,000 rub/month. For 
details contact Olga, 
tel.:  +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

Malaya Konyushennaya Ul. One bed-
room apartment just after renovation, 
modern and comfortable in the best 
area of the center. Video surveillance 
entrance from the street, parking in 
the court yard. 60,000 rub/month. 
Tel.: +7-921-937-75-33, e-mail: 
k-keskus@mail.ru ”K-KESKUS”.

Paradnaya  Ul. New prestigious com-
plex, newly renovated cozy apart-
ment, decorated in the Western style. 
Two bedrooms, kitchen combined 
with lounge, fitted, furnished, park-
ing, security. For details contact 
Olga.  Tel.: +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

Malaya Konyushennaya Ul. Prime 
location just moments from Kazan 
Cathedral, Church of the Saviour on 
Spilt Blood, etc., tastefully-designed 
1-bedroom apartment, fully furnished 
and equipped, spectacular view over 
Peter and Paul Cathedral, Internet, 
satellite TV, parking. NIGHT SKY 
REALTY. Tel.: +7-812-333-15-15. 
E-mail: info@nightskyrealty.ru

25 Fontanka Emb. Third building from 
Nevsky Prospekt. Total area: 70 sq.m. 

new secured building, guarded park-
ing. Brand new condition. Total area: 
110 sq.m. 90,000 rub/month. Tel. 
+7-911-732-28-82, Ekaterina / 
Penny Lane Realty. E-mail: 
ekaterina@realtor.ru, photos at 
www.realtor.ru/z2061

Voznesensky Pr. Comfortable 2-level 
apartment with two bedrooms, in the 
city center in a brand-new building. 
Guarded area, underground parking, 
all necessary appliances. Total area: 
110 sq.m. 110,000 rub/month. Tel.: 
+7-911-732-28-82, Ekaterina / 
Penny Lane Realty. E-mail: 
ekaterina@realtor.ru, photos at 
www.realtor.ru/z2039

1 Konyushenny Per. 2nd floor. Well-
furnished and equipped. Total area: 
90 sq.m. 2 bedrooms (15+22 sq.m.), 
sitting room (32 sq.m.), kitchen (15 
sq.m.), two bathrooms and terrace 
with wonderful view. Secure entrance. 
70,000 rub./month. Tel.: +7-921-
903-20-34, +7-921-992-15-22, 325-
38-38, NEVSKY PROSTOR AGENCY, 
E-mail: rent@spb-estate.com, 
www.spb-estate.com

85 Griboedova Emb. Close to M. 
Sennaya Ploshchad. New elite build-
ing. 3rd floor. Two bedrooms (15+15 
sq.m.), sitting room (20 sq.m.) 
attached to the kitchen, large bath-
room.  Fully furnished and well-
equipped: air conditioners, water fil-
ters, boiler, heated floor. 55,000 rub/
month. Tel.: +7-921-992-15-22,  325-
38-38, NEVSKY PROSTOR AGENCY, 
E-mail: rent@spb-estate.com, 
www.spb-estate.com

Top-grade 2-bedroom apartment in a 
brand new elite building containing 6 
apartments. Total area: 145 sq.m. 
Decorated using natural materials, 
valuable wooden furniture, all neces-
sary household equipment, air condi-
tioning, guarded enclosed courtyard 
with parking place, convenient loca-
tion in the very center of the 
Petrogradskaya district. First time 
rent. 150,000 rub/month. Tel. 
+7-911-732-28-82, Ekaterina / 
Penny Lane Realty. E-mail: 

For details contact Olga, tel.: 
+7-921-963-74-54; e-mail: 
o l e s t a t e @ g m a i l . c o m , 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

Moika Emb. 2-bedroom apartment in 
the center with a view onto Moika 
River. Secure parking, fully equipped. 
Total area: 100 sq.m. 80,000 rub/
month. Tel.: +7-911-732-28-82, 
Ekaterina / Penny Lane Realty. 
E-mail: ekaterina@realtor.ru, pho-
tos at www.realtor.ru/z2072

Furshtatskaya Ul. High level of reno-
vation, furnished. Total area: 200 
sq.m. Three bedrooms, two bath-
rooms, sauna, fully fitted kitchen, 
balcony, secure entrance, parking. 
For details contact Olga. 
Tel.:  +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

Millionnaya Ul. Close to Field of Mars. 
Total area: 160 sq.m.  Newly renovat-
ed, two bathrooms, two bedrooms, 
secure entrance from the court with 
concierge and parking. 150,000 rub/
month. For details contact Olga. 
Tel.:  +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

Fontanka Emb. Perfect location just a 
few steps from the Summer Garden 
and Mikhailovsky Castle, brand new 
renovation in modern style, 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, nicely furnished 
and equipped, Internet, satellite TV. 
NIGHT SKY REALTY . 
Tel.: +7-812-333-15-15. E-mail: 
info@nightskyrealty.ru

Petrograd side Comfortable, newly 
renovated 2-bedroom apartment. 
Total area: 100 sq.m. Natural furnish-
ings, convenient layout, modern 
design. First time rent. 80,000 rub/
month. Tel.: +7-911-732-28-82, 
Ekaterina / Penny Lane Realty, 
e-mail: ekaterina@realtor.ru, pho-
tos at www.realtor.ru/z2088

Morskaya Emb. Comfortable 2-bed-
room apartment on Vasilievsky island, 
10-min drive to the city center. Brand 

ekaterina@realtor.ru, photos at 
www.realtor.ru/z1731

1 Fontanka Emb. Inside Mikhailovsky 
Garden and near Summer Garden. 
Total area: 167 sq.m. 2 bedrooms, 
sitting room (55 sq.m.), kitchen and 
two bathrooms. Balcony. Magnificent 
view of Mikhailovsky castle and 
greenery. Fully furnished and 
equipped. Parking place. Tel.: +7-921-
957-07-63, +7-921-992-15-22,  325-
38-38, NEVSKY PROSTOR AGENCY, 
E-mail: rent@spb-estate.com, 
www.spb-estate.com

4-ROOM 

APARTMENTS

64 Moika Emb. Newly renovated, spa-
cious, modern. Total area: 230 sq.m.. 
European standard, two bathrooms, 
fully fitted kitchen, parking, concierge. 
For details contact Olga,  
tel.:  +7-921-963-74-54; 
e-mail: olestate@gmail.com, 
olga@ctinvestments.ru

Paradnaya Ul. Enviably located next to 
Tavrichesky Garden, this wonderful 
4-room apartment situated in new-
development with 24/7 security and 
underground parking offers brand 
new high-quality modern interiors, 2 
bathrooms, independent heating sys-
tem, Internet, satellite TV, good secu-
rity.  NIGHT SKY REALTY. 
Tel.: +7-812-333-15-15. E-mail: 
info@nightskyrealty.ru

5-ROOM 

APARTMENTS

Baskov Per. 10-min. walk to Nevsky Pr. 
Total area: 140 sq.m. Three bedrooms, 
spacious living room, separate kitchen 
/ dining room, 3 WC, modern style, 
furnished, equipped. 100,000 rub/
month.  Tel. +7-921-937-75-33 
Konstantin / ”K-KESKUS”.

Two bedrooms, kitchen / dining room, 
two bathrooms, sauna. Fully fur-
nished and well-equipped. Renovated 
entrance from the embankment, con-
cierge. Tel.: +7-921-957-07-63, 
+7-921-992-15-22, 325-38-38, 
NEVSKY PROSTOR AGENCY, 
E-mail: rent@spb-estate.com, 
www.spb-estate.com.

84 Nevsky Pr. 1-bedroom apartment. 
Top-grade light apartment in a brand 
new building. This beautifully interior-
designed home benefits from modern 
and stylish fixtures and fittings. All 
necessary household equipment, 
convenient layout, guarded area. 
60,000 rub/month. Penny Lane 
Realty, Tel.: +7-812-326-26-26, 
+7-911-732-28-82. E-mail: 
еkaterina@realtor.ru, photos at 
www.realtor.ru/z1085

3-ROOM 

APARTMENTS

Kamenny Ostrov New 3-bedroom 
apartment. Total area: 100 sq.m. 
Great design, gorgeous view, fur-
nished. All appliances, climate con-
trol. 190,000 rub./month. E-mail: 
nasonpearl@yahoo.com Tel.: +7-985-
210-86-71 Katya

Moika Emb. 5-min. walk to Nevsky, 
nice view, 2 bedrooms, 2 full bath-
rooms, living room, big kitchen, 
closed courtyard. Fully furnished and 
equipped. Tel.: +7-921-937-75-33, 
e-mail: k-keskus@mail.ru 
”K-KESKUS”.

Rubinsteina Ul. High-tech style 2-bed-
room apartment in downtown, balco-
ny, stylish modern interiors, furnished 
and equipped, Internet, satellite TV, 
parking. NIGHT SKY REALTY. Tel.: 
+7-812-333-15-15. E-mail: 
info@nightskyrealty.ru

Robespiera Emb. Newly renovated 
apartment. Total area: 140 sq.m. 
Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, fully 
fitted kitchen, quiet, secure entrance. 

Property rent and sales
+7-812-493-23-40, 
+7-921-963-74-54

www.ctinvestments.ru

4 Millionnaya Ul. 2nd floor. Freshly reno-
vated. Well-furnished and equipped. 
Total area: 127 sq.m. 3 bedrooms, sit-
ting room, kitchen-dining room, laun-
dry-room and two bathrooms. Guarded 
parking in the courtyard. 120,000 rub/
month. Tel.: +7-921-903-20-34, 
+7-921-992-15-22, 325-38-38, 
NEVSKY PROSTOR AGENCY, 
E-mail: rent@spb-estate.com, 
www.spb-estate.com

6-ROOM 

APARTMENT

64 Moika Emb. Close to St. Isaac’s 
Square. Total area: 230 sq.m. Just 
after renovation. 4 bedrooms, spa-
cious living room (50 sq.m.), 3 full 
bathrooms. Stylish and elegant, fur-
nished, equipped. Secured front door 
from embankment, parking in the 
courtyard. Photos available. www.
spt imes . ru/ index .php?act ion_
i d = 2 3 & a g e n c y = 1 4 
Tel.: +7-921-937-75-33, e-mail: 
k-keskus@mail.ru  Irina 
/”K-KESKUS”.

BUILDING 

FOR SALE

Administrative 3-story building in good 
condition close to Baltiiskaya metro 
station. Total area 3111 sq.m. Land 
plot 4263 sq.m. Private ownership. 
Tel.: +7-921-992-15-22, 325-38-38, 
NEVSKY PROSTOR AGENCY, 
E-mail: rent@spb-estate.com, 
www.spb-estate.com
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Prize-winner of 
“Caissa-2008-2010” 
real estate contests

 

Apartments 

FOR RENT
in the center

+7 812 9672283
k-keskus@mail.ru

K-KESKUS

For more information, write to dashkevich@sptimes.ru

A new idea for your business
Text advertisement   35 rubles + 18% VAT 
(per word)
 
Cost of an advertising block 
(85x60 mm)    9,000 rubles + 18% VAT

SPECIAL OFFER! 
Add a photo of your apartment (85x60 mm) 
for 6,000 rubles + 18% VAT

NEVSKY PROSPEKT AREA. Newly renovated, stylish interior, 
balcony. Windows overlook Kazansky Cathedral and Griboedova Emb. 
Total area: 70 sq.m. Fully furnished and equipped.

ADVERTISING 
DOESN’T COST – 

IT PAYS!



COURIER SERVICES

PONY EXPRESS

EXPRESS MAIL 
∙ FREIGHT DELIVERY 
∙ LOGISTICS
Russia • CIS • Worldwide
St. Petersburg: 
Tel.: +7 (812) 449-7752
Zastavskaya Ul., 22, lit. B, V
Marata Ul., 47-49
Moscow: 
Tel.: +7 (495) 937-7777
4 Pr. Marshala Zhukova
Free phone line for calls from 
regions 8-800-200-7669, 
www.ponyexpress.ru 

MOVING / RELOCATION
AAA LOGISTICS

Your choice for:
•  International, domestic, local 

moving
• Project/office moving
•  Secure and heated storage
• Relocation services
Triple–A, Attentive, Accurate, 
(pro)-Active!!!!!
The mover that listens and 
speaks your language.
Your contact person: Norbert 
Gooren, General manager˛ 
Tel.: +7-812-4319919
Email: ngo@aaa-russia.com
www.aaa-russia.com

INTERNET CAFE

Nevsky Pr. 11
Internet Cafe and Subway.
Open 24 hours, 7 days a week.
•  Internet access
•  Comfortable café
•  Copy center
•  Photo printing
•  Game zone, Wi-Fi zone
•  Skype calls
•  Conference hall
•  Club card
•  10% discount (Internet & bar)
You are welcome!

11/2 Nevsky Pr., entrance from 
Malaya Morskaya Ul. 
Tel.: 314-6705, 915-43-23
www.5.3ghz.ru, 
www.subway.ru

BOAT TOURS AND 
WALKING TOURS

•  Free Daily Walking Tour
Daily at 10.30 a.m. 
(April 29th-September 30th) 
from Café Athens (Афины), 
27 Nab. Reki Fontanki .

•  Boat Tours
Daily at 11.00, 13.00, 15.00, 

17.00, 19.00 
(May 2nd-September 30th) 
and 21.00 (June 1st-August 
31st) from 27 Nab. Reki 
Fontanki. 
1 hour. 
Adult/student Rub 500/400.

•  Night Boat
Daily at 00.20
(June 1st-August 31st). 
1 hour 30 min. 
Adult/student Rub 700/600.

English commentary. 
No prior booking required. 
Operated by Anglotourismo and 
Neva Travel Company.

www.anglotourismo.com
info@anglotourismo.com
tel: + 7 921 989 47 22

SPA SALON

THANN SANCTUARY 
DAY SPA

THANN SANCTUARY DAY SPA  – 
NOW IN ST. PETERSBURG !
• Based to Asian lifestyle and 

aromatherapy Thann Sanctuary 
Day Spa & Shop has been 
opened in St. Petersburg at 
Stockmann Centre.

• The traditional Asian massage 
techniques and knowledge of 
herbal medicine combines in 
Thann Sanctuary treatments to 
modern form of treatments. 

• All spa treatments are offered to 
serve different needs of 
customers: Healing Stone Body 
Massage, Nano Shiso Therapy, 

Thann Aroma Massage, 
Signature, Shirobjanga(Indian 
Head Massage),Foot massage, 
Facial Treatment (purifying, 
revitalizing, anti-aging).

You will find us every day  at 
Stockmann Centre “Nevskiy”, 
6th floor,  Nevsky 114, 
Tel:  +7 (812) 449 08 36,  
7 (911) 293 00 27.
Open every day
10.00 – 23.00

YOGA CENTER

EN-GI YOGA AND EASTERN 
DANCE CENTER

is located in the beautiful historic 
center of the city, and offers a 
diverse range of programs for 
every age and ability.
–  English and Russian-speaking 

foreign instructors
–  Morning groups from 7 a.m., and 

the opportunity for employees to 
form corporate groups at a 
convenient time for them

–  Program of introductory classes 
available: get acquainted with 
the center's classes for just 150 
rubles per visit

8/10 Kazanskaya Ulitsa
Tel: +7 (812) 951 4231
www.en-gi.ru
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PETERSBURGESCORT
Escort agency

11 a.m. – 12 a.m. 
932-12-00

WWW.PETERSBURGESCORT.COM

GUIDES

Guide with own car. Natalia 
www.welcometospbru.com

Guided tours. Museums.  Tel. : +7-812-
579-99-33. E-mail: info@travelrussia.
su www.travelrussia.su

Your personal English-speaking tour 
guide: will assist you on every step of 
discovering the treasures of the city. 
Kate. Tel.: +7-921-351-48-01; E-mail: 
semenova.e.ru@gmail.com

LANGUAGE 

LESSONS

Russian lessons for expatriates. www.
rulearnspb.ru

German language lessons for English 
s p e a k e r s .  O l e s y a . 
E-mail: jamaica@bk.ru

LANGUAGE 

EXCHANGE

Exchange Russian for English. Natalia. 
Tel.: +7-952-233-35-96. E-mail: 
nataliav@smtp.ru

CHURCH SERVICES

Church of England. English services in 
St. Petersburg. 11 a.m., Sunday. St. 
Catherine’s Church. Next to the 
Consulate General of Sweden. Malaya 
Konushennaya Ulitsa. Tel. +7-921-
323-54-81

BOAT TOURS

•  Free Daily Walking Tour
Daily at 10.30 a.m. 
(April 29th-September 30th) 
from Café Athens (Афины), 
27 Nab. Reki Fontanki .

•  Boat Tours
Daily at 11.00, 13.00, 15.00, 17.00, 
19.00 
(May 2nd-September 30th) 
and 21.00 (June 1st-August 31st) 
from 27 Nab. Reki Fontanki. 
1 hour. 
Adult/student Rub 500/400.

•  Night Boat
Daily at 00.20
(June 1st-August 31st). 
1 hour 30 min. 
Adult/student Rub 700/600.
English commentary. 
No prior booking required. Operated 
by Anglotourismo and Neva Travel 
Company.
www.anglotourismo.com
info@anglotourismo.com
tel: + 7 921 989 47 22

FOOD 

DELIVERY

 SkySushi Доставка суши по Санкт-
Петербургу, хорошее качество и 
большие порции, дисконтная 
система скидок и бонусов 
постоянным клиентам. Tel.: 953-59-
52, 946-59-52 www.skysushi.su

ANTIQUES

Professional restorer of antique paint-
ings, Dmitry. Tel.: +7 906-247-79-24, 
e-mail: restorerservices@gmail.com

BATH COMPLEX

MASSAGE

Erotic, classical massage. Anastasia. 
Tel.: +7-921-910-49-12

Erotic massage. Alise +7-921-093-64-
44

Professional exclusive massage 
+7-921-651-05-57, +7-812-222-50-
89

Different kind of massage. Tel.: +7-812-
716-06-68

All kinds of massage. Liza. +7-911-720-
99-19

Erotic, urological, classical and other 
kinds of massage. No sex. 12 
Goncharnaya Ul. (M. Vosstaniya Sq.). 
Tel.: +7-921-645-66-01, Sofia.

SPA salon erotic, soap, Japanese, 
Thai, underwater massage, VIP area, 
2 saunas, swimming pool. Tel.: 764-

Tell the world about your business 
by advertising in 

ClassifiedsClassifiedsonlineonline
For additional information, call Lily Dashkevich

at (812) 325-6080. E-mail: dashkevich@sptimes.ruClassifieds advertising section                       Wednesday, May 25, 2011

The St. Petersburg Times 
does not take responsibility 

for the information 
printed on Classifieds and 

Real Estate pages.

Salon SPA “AELITA”
• Erotic and soap massage 
• Underwater massage
• Turkish bath
• Two saunas
• Mini-pool with jacuzzi

Open 24 hours. 
We accept Visa, MasterCard.

179 Moskovsky Pr. 
Tel.: 387-1408, 387-1415
www.aelita-spa.spb.ru

Escort service
Only for men

11 a.m – 12 p.m.

+7-921-938-39-00
www.spbcompanion.com

716-61-21, 764-78-69
764-54-49 (We speak English)

VISAS

YOU’RE OUR NEXT STOP
SO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY 

IN THE MINI GUIDE SECTION.

To advertise or to get more information 
call Lily Dashkevich at 325-60-80 

or e-mail: Dashkevich@sptimes.ru

SPA SALON

Grand opening: 
Aquelia baths complex.

New public baths for men and women. 
An exclusive place to relax and enjoy 

Russian saunas, Turkish baths, jacuzzi, 
massage and more…

Open 24 hours.

Mebelnaya Ulitsa 33.
Follow signs for: Optikov Ul. – 

Kamyshovaya Ul. – Mebelnaya Ul.
Private parking. We accept VISA, MC. 

Tel: +7 (812) 321-14-15, 
+7 (812) 321-14-15

www.Aquelia-spb.ru

INTRODUCTION

Elite escort girls. 24 hours. Tel.: +7-931-
317-73-16

78-69, 764-54-49. Kuznechny Per. 
14 A  (5 min walk along Marata Ul. 
from Nevsky Pr.). Website: 
www.orchid-spa.ru

MARRIAGE 

AGENCIES

Fortuna marriage agency 
www.fortuna.spb.ru Tel.: + 7 (812) 
571-76-72

Tell the world about your business 
by advertising in the 

MiniGuideMiniGuideonlineonline
For additional information, call Lily Dashkevich

at (812) 325-6080. E-mail: dashkevich@sptimes.ru

Elite 
escort girls
Tel.: +7-812-967-76-57

24 hours

We spealk 
English!
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A visitor to the City Sculpture Museum on Ploshchad Alexandra 
Nevskogo examines an exhibition of work by Mikhail Edomsky during 
Museum Night on Saturday.

One of the night’s themes at the branch of the 
Museum of Political History on Bolotnaya 
Ulitsa, which translates as Bog Street, was 
creatures from the swamp.

Mysterious substances are ground up and then weighed at Dr. Pel’s 
Apothecary on Vasilyevsky Island. Hundreds waited in line on Museum 
Night to enter the apothecary, whose historical exhibits include a flask 
of ‘Dr. Pel’s Spermine’ complete with the chemist’s seal.

Events in the 
courtyard of 
Fontanny Dom 
celebrated the 
Silver Age and 
its iconic 
establishment, 
the Stray Dog 
cafe. 
Performers paid 
tribute to the 
experimental 
theater and the 
theater of the 
absurd. 

Two men 
dressed as 
soldiers from 
the era of Peter 
the Great hail a 
taxi on 
Kamennoost-
rovsky 
Prospekt after 
taking part in 
Museum Night 
festivities on 
the nearby 
Peter and Paul 
Fortress.

>

>

>
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Clowns on stilts 
entertain 
crowds of 
visitors in the 
courtyard of 
Fontanny Dom, 
where the Anna 
Akhmatova 
Apartment 
Museum is 
located.
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