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Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

INCLUSION OF A PLACE IN THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST

I, Peter Robert Garrett, Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts having considered,
in relation to the place specified in the Schedule of this instrument -

(a) the Australian Heritage Council’s assessment whether the place meets any of the
National Heritage criteria; and

(b) the comments given to the Council under sections 324JG and 324JH of the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999; and

being satisfied that the place described in the Schedule has the National Heritage values
specified in the Schedule, pursuant to section 324JJ of the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, include it in the National Heritage List.

Dated 24 April 2008 [signed]

Peter Robert Garrett AM
Minister for the Environment,

Heritage and the Arts
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SCHEDULE

STATE / TERRITORY
Local Government
Name
Location / Boundary
Criteria / Values
NEW SOUTH WALES
Sydney

Cyprus Hellene Club - Australian Hall:
150-152 Elizabeth Street, Sydney.

Criterion Values

(a) the place has
outstanding heritage
value to the nation
because of the
place's importance
in the course, or
pattern, of
Australia's natural or
cultural history.

Coinciding with the 1938 sesquicentenary celebrations for Australia Day,
members of the Aboriginal Advancement League and the Aboriginal
Progressive Association held the first national Indigenous protest, the Day
of Mourning, to highlight that the '150 years' so-called "progress" in
Australia commemorates also 150 years of misery and degradation
imposed upon the original native inhabitants by the white invaders of this
country' (Patten et al 1938). The Day of Mourning identified a significant
collection of policy issues impacting on Indigenous people and proposed
recommendations for addressing these issues through government action.
While there has been some progress, generally the political statements and
social issues identified from the Day of Mourning are still relevant to
Indigenous people today (Pearson 1997; Djerrkura 1998; Dodson 2000).
Australian Hall, as the site of the Day of Mourning, is outstanding in the
course of Australia's cultural history as the first national Indigenous protest
which identified issues of continuing relevance to Indigenous people.

The ambiguous relationship between Indigenous people and the Australian
nation remains an issue for Indigenous people (Dodson 2000; Pearson
2007). The choice of holding the Day of Mourning on Australia Day, the
national holiday celebrating the arrival of the first fleet and the birth of
Australia as a nation, highlighted the exclusion of Aboriginal people from
the Australian nation (Patten 1938). Since the Day of Mourning in 1938,
Indigenous people have continued to use Australia Day celebrations to
draw attention to their exclusion from the national consciousness as shown
by the 1988 bicentenary protest, one of the largest Indigenous protests in
Australia. Australian Hall, as the site of the Day of Mourning, is
outstanding in the course of Australia's cultural history for its association
with the first national Indigenous protest seeking the inclusion of
Indigenous people in the Australian nation.
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(g) the place has
outstanding heritage
value to the nation
because of the
place's strong or
special association
with a particular
community or
cultural group for
social, cultural or
spiritual reasons.

The Day of Mourning played a significant role in the history of Indigenous
peoples' struggle for the recognition of their civic rights and is regarded by
Indigenous people as one of the most important moments in the history of
the Indigenous resistance in the early 20th Century (Martin 1996, Foley
2005). The strong social and cultural association Indigenous people have
with Australian Hall and the Day of Mourning is demonstrated by the
continuous references made by Indigenous leaders from across Australia to
this event (Pearson 1997; Djerrkura 1998; Dodson 2000; Foley 2005). It is
also shown through the campaign during the 1990s for the recognition of
the significance of the building to Indigenous people and the depiction of
the Day of Mourning at Reconciliation Place. Indigenous people have a
strong association with Australian Hall, the site of the Day of Mourning, as
the first national Indigenous protest which identified social justice issues of
continuing relevance to Indigenous people.

(h) the place has
outstanding heritage
value to the nation
because of the
place's special
association with the
life or works of a
person, or group of
persons, of
importance in
Australia's natural or
cultural history.

Over 100 Aboriginal people attended the Day of Mourning at Australian
Hall. Indigenous people involved in the inception and organisation
included prominent Aboriginal leaders of the time such as William Cooper,
William Ferguson, Jack Patten, Pearl Gibbs, Margaret Tucker and Doug
Nicholls. Their combined work produced a significant collection of policy
issues impacting on Indigenous people and proposed recommendations for
addressing these issues through government action. The political
statements associated with the Day of Mourning are still relevant to
Indigenous people today (Pearson 1997; Djerrkura 1998; Dodson 2000).
Australian Hall has a special association with the work of the organisers of
the Day of Mourning, which is outstanding for its continued relevance to
Indigenous people.

For a description of any references quoted above, and more information on each of the places
please search the Australian Heritage Database at
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl using the name of the place.


