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Ty@mon Skip was the first
Pacificto be warnedon by toth

TYPHOcN

systeinin the North
the Navalwestern

CceancgraphyCenter (MKXj, PearlHarbor,Hawaii
and the JointTyplmm WarningCenter (J’IWC), since
TropicalStormCarnwm (02)in earlyApril, 1980.
(Note:Trcpicalcyclmes east of the datelineare
the re?$crraibilityof the CentralPacificHurricane
Center (CPHC),Honolulu,Hawaii,but all warnings
and alertsare issuedin coordinationwith -.)
Skip develcpedin the centralNorthPacificand
transitd the datelinetwice. Additionally,the
systemachievedtyphom intensitytwice:once eest-
southeast,and then laternortheast,of Wake Island.

Satelliteimagerydetectedan =ea of organized
ccmvecticnalongthe near-equatorialtroughcn the
28th of August. This disturbanceracedwest-north-
westwardfor the next forty-eighthcurs urderpres-
sure fran the strongmid-Pacificsubtropicalridge.
On 30 August,despitethe 20 kt (10tis) plus move-
ment, sabelliteimagesshwed the clcudsystem’s
organizationhad increasedsignificantly.This
prmpt~ the issuanceof a TrcpicalC@me Formaticn
Alert (lK!FA)at 3017302by NWX. Alm=t immediately
the ‘lITFAwas followedby the firstwarNng at 3018002
on TrcpicalDepression02C. Aa Skip transited~
datelinefrcm east to west, it becamethe fourth
of what wmuldbe a five trcpicalcyclonescenario
in the sameoceanbasin. The other systeimtit were
part of this unusualwent ware Ck3essa,Pat, Ruby
near Japan and Tess southwestof Guam.

Respcmaibilitywas tranaferrd at the dateline
fran NTKk2to JIW for the accordwarning. The
follwing warniW Waded Skip to a tropicalstorm
at 3106OOZbased cn satelliteintensityest.imetes
(pxs.tanalysislatershowedthatSkip h?d reached
tropicalstormintensitysix hoursearlier,at
31OOOOZ). Coincidentwith intensificationSkip
also began m slew ita forwardmoticn. The ayatein
cbtainsdtypham intasity at 0112002. A wsaken.img
tretiset in cn 02 Septmber as a mid-leveltrough
approachedfran the northwest,but Wake Islardwas
still threatenadby Skip’sapproach. Finally,labs
on the 3rd,Skip turnd away fromWake Islandand
nmved tcwardathe north. me l?r~icalCyclcnethen
executedan abruptturn to the east ard movedeast-
ward for eighteenhours. Duringthispericd tie
centralconvectionwas displaced,by strongerwinda
aloft,to the east and rortheastof the lw-level
circulaticmcenter.

on 05 September,after thepassageof a mid-
leveltrcugh,Skip resumeda northwardtrackthrcugh
the subtropicalridge and began to intensifyand
accelerate. A distincteye develcped(seeFigure
3-02C-1)aa the peak intensityof 80 kt (41I#s) was
reachedon 07 Septti. But this peak was short
lived,as increased wind ahear aloft franmid-lati-
tude westerliesand interaction with a trailingcold
frontcame intoplay. Rxtratrcpicaltransitionwas
rapidlyccanpletednear the datelineat O721OOZ. @
warningresponsibilitywas trensferred fran .llW to
- once again as Skip transitedthe dateline,this
time franwest to east,and - 2astwarningfollowed
at 0800002.

SKIP (02C)

In retrospect,Skip
castingdifficultiesdue

providedits shareof for-
to its lccationin the data

sparsecentralNorth Pacificand the ccn’plexinter-
actionbetweenmid-latitudstroughingard the sub-
tropicalridge. Skip also proved to be a challenge
fa the 54th WeatherRemnnaisaanceSquadrcn@ fly
primarilyfor two reasona:its remotelocation,which
r~ired sta9in9 at the islandsof Kwajaleinand
Wake; and the simultaneousomurrance of the multiple
tropicalcycloneoutbreakin thewest- lbrti

Pacific, that stretched aircraft remnnaissance
assets to their limit. Once it became apparent that
Wake 1sland was m longer threatened by Skip, air-

craft reccnnaiasance tasking was cancelled.

Figure 3-UPC- 1. Typhoon Sk@ at maximum -iWtenAitLj
wti a wti de@md we. SklpaMa.LQ a.t.tkeendodu
co.td{ZOM ctoud band .i%d ex&n& to the notiea&t
(070z’29Z.septembtiNOAA .imagvqfl.
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