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30 M E M B E RS O F U .S. H O USE O F R EPR ESE N T A T I V ES C A L L O N PR ESID E N T 
O B A M A T O A DDR ESS C ASES O F C H IN ESE PRISO N E RS O F C O NSC I E N C E  

L IU X I A O B O A ND G A O Z H ISH E N G 
 
WASHINGTON, DC: A bipartisan group of 29 members of the United States House of Representatives, 
led by Rep. James McGovern (D-MA) and Rep. Frank Wolf (R-VA), co-chairs of the Tom Lantos Human 
Rights Commission, urged President Obama to ask Chinese President Hu Jintao at the G20 summit in 
Seoul, South Korea from November 11-12, 2010, to release Chinese prisoners of conscience and Freedom 
Now clients Liu Xiaobo and Gao Zhisheng. Rep. Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), the ranking Republican member 
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, signed separately in a letter attached. In a letter, dated October 
4, 2010, and attached, the Congressmen declared:  
 
“Dr. Liu’s detention is symbolic of the Chinese government’s repression of the peaceful freedom of 
expression of its citizens. . . .We strongly believe that China must be discouraged from detaining 
individuals for exercising their fundamental right to freedom of expression.” 
 
The Congressmen said of Gao Zhisheng: “Mr. Gao’s case marks the first time that the Chinese 
government has detained such a prominent individual for a sustained period of time. We strongly believe 
that the United States government and international community must not allow China to continue to cross 
this line. If lawyers are hauled away for the “crime” of defending their clients, then even the pretense of 
rule of law in China has failed.” 
 
Gao Zhisheng’s wife, Geng He, who is now a political asylee in the United States with the couple’s two 
children, thanked the members of Congress who signed the letter saying, “My children and I are so 
grateful to the Congressmen who asked President Obama to urge the release of my husband and Liu 
Xiaobo. I can only hope that personal intervention from President Obama will free my husband.” 
 
Liu Xiaobo is a renowned scholar and democracy activist whose role drafting Charter 08 led to his 
December 2009 sentence of 11 years in prison for “incitement to subvert state power.” Gao Zhisheng is a 
human rights lawyer known as the “conscience of China” who was disappeared by the Chinese 
government in February 2009. He was briefly released in March 2010 and again disappeared on April 20, 
2010. He is currently held incommunicado in an unknown location. 
 
Gao Zhisheng’s team of international human rights specialists includes Jerome A. Cohen, Irwin Cotler 
MP, Albert Ho, David Matas, David Kilgour, and Freedom Now.  Liu Xiaobo’s team includes Jerome A. 
Cohen, David Kilgour, Yang Jianli, and Freedom Now. 
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