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NAME 
HISTORIC 

Miller.  M i t t i e  C l a r k .  House .  . Jliller.-er I t  McVei . , a h ,  House 
AND/OR COMMON 

t t Cedars"  

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Hemlock Avenue -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Alder son  - VICINIM OF Second.  
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

West V i r g i n i a  054 G r e e n b r ~  02.5 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC XOCCUPIED 
XBUILDINGIS) &PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 
-S!TE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UhlRESTRlCTED 

&NO 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL Y P R I V A T E  RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER. 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

M r .  -an-d_-hIrs. Rober t  F V .  S!cCorma& 
STREET & NUMBER 

Hemlock Avenue - .--- - -  .- ---- 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. G r e e n b r i e r  County C o u r t h o u s e  
STREET & NUMBER 

200 - North  C o u r t  S t r e e t  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Lemisbur~ West V i r ~ i  n i a a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

-FEDERAL -STATE C O U N T Y  -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS - -- ---- 
CITY. TOWN STATE 



3 DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE 

---.- ---- 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN)  PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

S i t t i n g  a t o p  a  k n o l l  a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge  o f  Alderson ,  t h i s  
l a r g e ,  T-shaped f rame house  f a c e s  toward  t h e  town and its backdrop o f  
Monroe County mounta ins .  On l a n d  which he  r e c e i v e d  from h i s  f a t h e r ,  
W.G. M i l l e r ,  Alexander  McVeigh Miller began t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h i s  
house  i n  1881.  

The f l o o r  p l a n  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  and common, h a v i n g  a  c e n t e r  h a l l  
on b o t h  f l o o r s  w i t h  rooms on e a c h  s i d e  and a n  e l l  c o n t a i n i n g  d i n i n g  
room and  k i t c h e n  a t  t h e  r e a r .  I t  is commonly b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  house  
was b u i l t  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a c k  
of  f u n d s .  Four  l a r g e  chimneys were c o n s t r u c t e d ,  t h r e e  i n s i d e - e n d  
chimneys and o n e  c e n t r a l  chimney, and t h e y  s e r v e d  f i r e p l a c e s  on b o t h  
f l o o r s .  The house  was b u i l t  when t h e  f i n e s t  hardwood lumber i n - t h e  
wor ld  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  b u i l d e r s  i n  t h e  G r e e n b r i e r  R i v e r  r e g i o n ,  and 
such  select  wood was used  i n  t h i s  house .  I t  can  b e  s e e n  i n  t r i m  and 
c a s i n g s  i n  t h e  o l d e r  p a r t s  of  t h e  "The Cedars" .  

The f a c a d e  i n c l u d e s  th ree -bay  v e r a n d a s  and a  f u l l - h e i g h t .  ~ e d i m e n t e d ,  
two-columned p o r t i c o  w i t h  f o u r  bavs  t o  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  and t h r e e T b a y s  t o  
t h e  e a s t .  The c o n s i s t e n t  w e a t h e r b o a r d i n g  around t h i s  v e r y  l a r g e  
house  p r o v i d e s  a  symmetry i t  would n o t  o t h e r w i s e  have b e c a u s e  of  i t s  

I odd-shaped b u l k .  The low g a b l e  r o o f  h a s  box c o r n i c e s .  A l l  t h e  
columns and p o s t s  a r e  s q u a r e  and a d e q u a t e .  O r i g i n a l  windows were 
a v e r a g e  s i z e  2 / 2  g l a s s ,  b u t  l a r g e  " p i c t u r e  windows" of  a  s i n g l e  
m u l t i - t r a n s o m  casement  have  been i n  t h e  f a m i l y  room and l i b r a r y  
s i n c e  a b o u t  1930.  

The f r o n t  e n t r a n c e ,  which is t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p o r t i c o ,  h a s  
heavy d o u b l e  d o o r s  w i t h  an  e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t .  S t a i r s  i n  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  h a l l  a r e  a  v e r y  handsome and v e r y  heavy f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  
home, c o n s i s t i n g  of  two f l i g h t s  w i t h  l a n d i n g .  The s i x - i n c h  s q u a r e  
newel is  o f  hand-carved c h e r r y ,  t h e  r a i l  is  rounded a n d  of  one 
p i e c e  below t h e  l a n d i n g ,  and b a l u s t e r s  and open s t r i n g  a r e  p l a i n .  On 
t h e  lower  l e v e l  t h e  d o o r s ,  c a s i n g s ,  and w a i n s c o t  have  mouldings.  

To t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  is  t h e  l i v i n g  room which is 
p a n e l e d  w i t h  f o u r  and t e n  i n c h  c h o i c e  p i n e  and h a s  a  beamed c e i l i n g .  
I t  is v e r y  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house  two rooms o c c u p i e d  t h e  
s p a c e  o f  t h i s  one  room u n t i l  abou t  1940.  On t h e  west  s i d e  of  t h e  h a l l ,  
b e h i n d  t h e  p o r t i c o ,  i s  a  l i b r a r y  w i t h  matched p a n e l i n g ,  a s t o n e  f i r e -  
p l a c e  and  w a l l s  of  b o o k s h e l v e s .  Back o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  is t h e  d i n i n g  
room which h a s  good p a n e l e d  w a i n s c o t i n g  and a  c h a i r  r a i l .  To t h e  
wes t  of  t h e s e  two rooms is  a  bedroom w i t h  b a t h  and beyond i t  i s  a  
t h r e e - c a r  g a r a g e .  These  l a t t e r  two s e c t i o n s  a r e  a d d i t i o n s  of t h e  
l a t e  1 9 4 0 s .  

The e l l  e x t e n s i o n  i n c l u d e s  p a r t  of  t h e  d i n i n g  room and  a  l a r g e ,  
we l l - equ ipped  k i t c h e n  t h a t  was remodeled i n  1961.  Beyond t h e  k i t c h e n  
is  a  u t i l i t y  room. The d e p t h  o f  t h e  house  t h r o u g h  t h e  e l l  and t h e  w i d t h  
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o f  t h e  f r o n t  are e a c h  abou t  even.  I n  t h e  a n g l e  of t h e  e l l  and t h e  
l i v i n g  room a r e  p o r c h e s  a t  b o t h  l e v e l s  and a  s i n g l e - f l i g h t  open 
s t a i r w a y .  T h e r e  is  a  ve randa  a c r o s s  t h e  e a s t  end and a  q u a r t e r - r o u n d  
t e r r a c e  east o f  t h e  e l l .  

On t h e  second  f l o o r  a r e  f o u r  bedrooms, two w i t h  f i r e p l a c e s -  and 
b a t h - d r e s s i n g  rooms. Above t h e  g a r a g e  i s  a  g r e a t  f o r t y - f i v e  by 
t h i r t y  f o o t  r e c r e a t i o n  room w i t h  a  f i r e p l a c e .  The a t t i c  is  u n f i n i s h e d ;  
t h e  basement  is  a d e q u a t e .  

B e a u t i f u l l y  l andscaped  grounds  c o n t a i n  about  s i x  a c r e s .  C l o s e  
b e h i n d  t h e  d w e l l i n g  is  a  l o g  c a b i n  which h a s  had s e v e r a l  u s e s .  F o r  
some t i m e  i t  was used  a s  a  three-room g u e s t  house ,  b u t  now it is f o r  
s t o r a g e .  To t h e  n o r t h  of t h i s  i s  an  e i g h t - s t a l l  h o r s e  b a r n .  Both 
b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1939.  

Landscaping is  v e r y  e x t e n s i v e  and w e l l  p l anned  t o  complement 
t h e  l a r g e  w h i t e  d w e l l i n g .  The p l a n  f e a t u r e s  a  h a l f - a c r e  pond w i t h  
w a t e r f a l l  and a  sandy beach a t  t h e  e a s t  h a l f  of  t h e  f r o n t  lawn. 
The wide  lawns  a r e  d o t t e d  a t  random w i t h  l a r g e  pecan ,  sycamore, o a k ,  
c e d a r  and p i n e  t r e e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  one of  t h e  l a r g e s t  c y p r e s s  t r e e s  i n  
West V i r g i n i a .  E n g l i s h  boxwoods a r e  u s e d  t o  b o r d e r  t h e  ba rbecue  
p a t i o ,  two t e r r a c e s ,  a  v e r a n d a ,  f r o n t  e n t r a n c e  walk and t h e  l o n g  
c u r v i n g  d r iveway .  (These  p l a n t s  were r a i s e d  and p u t  i n  p l a c e  by 
Mrs. A .  W .  McThenia i n  t h e  1940s and 1 9 5 0 s . )  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  
a r e  f l o w e r b e d s  of  a n n u a l s  and p e r e n n i a l s ,  r o s e s ,  g rape  a r b o r s ,  and  
massed clumps o f  rhododendron.  A l l  t h i s  i s  u s u a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  
a  b e a u t i f u l  c o u n t r y  e s t a t e .  



SIGNIFICANCE 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK A N D  J U S T I N  BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING XLANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

A R C H E O L O G Y - h l S T O R I C  -CONSERVATION -LAW 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS XLITERATURE 
A R C H I T E C T U R E  -EDUCATION -MILITARY 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

-COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS ANDUSTRY XPOUTICS/GOVERNMENT 
-INVENTION 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

&THER ISPECIFYI 

Women 

5PECIFIC DATES 1881  BUILDER/ARCH ITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

"The Cedars" was b u i l t  i n  1881  by Alexander  VcVeigh M i l l e r  on 
a b o u t  1 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  which was a  g i f t  f rom h i s  f a t h e r ,  Wi l l i am G.  
Miller .  The house  which is now c a l l e d  "The Cedars"  was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  
home o f  Mit t ie  C l a r k  Miller who is c r e d i t e d  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r s h i p  o f  e i g h t y  
n o v e l s .  Most o f  t h e s e  w e r e  w r i t t e n  i n  t h i s  house  between 1881  and 
1930 and e a r n e d  h e r  g r e a t  w e a l t h  under  t h e  name o f  Mrs. Alex  McV, Miller. 
I n  1939 i t  became t h e  home of  Mrs. Ruth Bryan Owen Rhode, t h e  d a u g h t e r  
o f  Wi l l i am J e n n i n g s  Bryan.  T h i s  t a l e n t e d  woman was w i d e l y  known and 
g r e a t l y  r e s p e c t e d  a s  a  w r i t e r ,  l e c t u r e r ,  u n i v e r s i t y  t e a c h e r ,  
Congresswoman and d i p l o m a t .  Mrs. Andrew McThenia, whose home t h i s  w a s  
f o r  a b o u t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1945,  gave t i m e  and e n e r g y  t o  a  
w e l l  p l a n n e d  l a n d s c a p i n g  p r o j e c t ,  which i n v o l v e d  t h e  growing and u s e  
o f  hundreds  o f  E n g l i s h  boxwoods t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a l m o s t  16 a c r e s .  

I 

"The Cedars" had i t s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1881  when Alexander  McVeigh Miller 
b r o u g h t  h i s  w i f e ,  Mittie P o i n t  L I i l l e r ,  t o  h i s  home i n  Alderson .  H i s  
f a t h e r ,  1V.G. M i l l e r ,  gave  him t e n  a c r e s  o f  h i s  h o l d i n g s  on t h e  edge  
o f  Nor th  Alderson  i n  G r e e n b r i e r  C o u n ~ y .  

Alex t r i e d  h i s  hand a t  many k i n d s  of  b u s i n e s s e s  b u t  w i t h o u t  much 
s u c c e s s  i n  any endeavor .  H i s  p o s i t i o n  of  o l d - t i m e  p o l i t i c i a n ,  however,  
p u t  him i n  t h e  S t a t e  S e n a t e  f o r  many y e a r s ,  and t h i s  was h i s  l i f e ' s  
most u s e f u l  r o l e .  

Mittie F r a n c e s  C l a r k  P o i n t  w a s  born  a t  Hanover J u n c t i o n ,  V i r g i n i a ,  
i n  1850 ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  of  C h a r l e s  J .  and Mary G.  P o i n t .  The P o i n t s  
moved t o  Richmond, and Mittie was g r a d u a t e d  from t h e  Richmond Female 
I n s t i t u t e  i n  1860.  H e r  f i r s t  w r i t i n g  mas f o r  a  Richmond p a p e r ,  The - 
Old Dominion. I n  t h i s  p e r i o d  s h e  ivas m a r r i e d  t o  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Dav i s  
who d i e d  two y e a r s  l a t e r .  H e r  f i r s t  n o v e l ,  Rosamond, was w r i t t e n  i n  
Richmond and p u b l i s h e d  by S t r e e t  and Smith.  A b i t  l a t e r  i n  Washington,  
D.C., s h e  w r o t e  a  book t i t l e d  C l e n d i n i n ' s  B r i d e  ( l a t e r  r e - t i t l e d  The 
S e n a t o r ' s  B r i d e )  which was s o l d  i n  g r e a t  numbers and was t h e  rea l  
b e g i n n i n g  of h e r  fame a s  t h e  a u t h o r  of  " p o p u l a r  l o v e  s t o r i e s w .  

I n  1878 Mi t t ie  P o i n t  Davis  m a r r i e d  Alexander  McVeigh M i l l e r ,  and  
i n  1881  t h e y  came t o  A l d e r s o n ,  Vest V i r g i n i a .  A t  o n c e  t h e y  b u i l t  a  s m a l l  
u c i t  o f  t h e  house  which was t o  become,.when f i n a n c e s  would p e r m i t ,  t h e  
l a r g e  d w e l l i n g  i n  which M r s .  Miller l i v e d  f o r  a l m o s t  h a l f  a  c e n t u r y .  She 
p e r f e c t e d  a  fo rmat  f o r  n o v e l  w r i t i n g  t h a t  l e d ,  i n  1890,  t o  a c o n t r a c t  
w i t h  George Munro, p u b l i s h e r  of  t h e  Family S t o r y  P a p e r s ,  which e a r n e d  
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Mittie P o i n t  hliller m o r e  t h a n  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  b e f o r e  1 9 1 0 .  H e r  l a s t  y e a r s  
s h e  l i v e d  w i t h  h e r  d a u g h t e r ,  I r e n e  Miller C h e n e y ,  i n  B o s t o n  a n d  S t .  
P e t e r s b u r g .  I n  1 9 3 7  s h e  d i e d  a n d  w a s  b u r i e d  i n  A l d e r s o n .  

R u t h  B r y a n  Owen Rhode a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  became o w n e r s  a n d  o c c u p a n t s  
o f  "The C e d a r s t 1  i n  1 9 3 9  a n d  r e m a i n e d  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  R u t h  B r y a n ,  
d a u g h t e r  o f  W i l l i a m  J e n n i n g s  B r y a n ,  was b o r n  i n  I l l i n o i s  i n  1 8 8 5  a n d  
was  d e s t i n e d  t o  h a v e  o u t s t a n d i n g  p r o m i n e n c e  among women o f  t h i s  
n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  1 9 1 7  a n d  1 9 4 7 .  I n  Wor ld  War I s h e  s e r v e d  a s  a n u r s e ;  
a f t e r  t h e  w a r  s h e  b e g a n  a v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r  as c o l l e g e  t e a c h e r  a n d  
l e c t u r e r .  I n  1 9 3 3  s h e  was  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d s t a t e s c o n g r e s s  f r o m  
F l o r i d a  a n d  w a s  s o o n  a p p o i n t e d  M i n i s t e r  t o  Denmark by P r e s i d e n t  F r a n k l i n  
D. R o o s e v e l t .  Miss B r y a n  w a s  m a r r i e d  t w i c e :  f i r s t  t o  M a j o r  R e g i n a l d  
Owen o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Army a n d ,  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h ,  t o  C a p t a i n  B o r g e  Rhode 
o f  Denmark.  Mrs. Rhode d i e d  i n  Denmark i n  1 9 5 4 .  

The Rhodes  b o u g h t  "The C e d a r s "  i n  1 9 3 9  a n d  a t  o n c e  b e g a n  t o  make 
r e p a i r s  t o t h e  p r o p e r t y  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  u n o c c u p i e d  f o r  many y e a r s .  T h i s  
work i n c l u d e d  a f e w  s m a l l  c h a n g e s  i n  room p a r t i t i o n s  a n d  f i r e p l a c e s  a n d  
some l a r g e  a d d i t i o n s  s u c h  a s  moving  two  o l d  b u i l d i n g s  o n  t o  t h e  s i t e  
t o  b e  u s e d  as  g u e s t  h o u s e  a n d  h o r s e  b a r n .  A l s o  a d d e d  w e r e  t h e  large 
g a r a g e - r e c r e a t i o n  room w i n g  t o  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  v e r a n d a s  
a t  t h e  f r o n t .  The t w o - s t o r y  p o r c h e s  i n  t h e  a n g l e  o f  t h e  e l l  w e r e  
b r o a d e n e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

The  l a n d s c a p i n g ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h e  es ta te ,  
was  d o n e  d u r i n g  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  Mary hlcThenia .  H e r  
p l a n n i n g  a n d  work p r o d u c e d  a n  e x t e n s i v e  i n f o r m a l  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  l a rge  
w h i t e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  h o u s e .  The h a l f - a c r e  p o n d  a t  t h e  eas t  b o u n d a r y  
a n d  t h e  E n g l i s h  boxwoods  are p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t e w o r t h y  i n  t h e  l a n d s c a p e .  

S i n c e  1 9 7 3  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  h a s  b e e n  owned a n d  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  
R o b e r t  McCormack f a m i l y .  T h e i r  f u r n i s h i n g s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  
i n  many c o u n t r i e s ,  a re  s e t  w i t h  p l e a s i n g  t a s t e  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  h o m e ' s  
l o v e l y  i n t e r i o r .  
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PRSPERTY 6 acres 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

HW I U W  
"The C e d a r s "  s i t e  is bounded on t h e  s o u t h  b y  Hemlock Avenue, on  t h e  east 
a n d  n o r t h  by A l d e r s o n  C o r p o r a t i o n  l i m i t s  a n d  on t h e  w e s t  by  a n  unamed 
a l l e y .  
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TELEPHONE STREET & NUMBER S c i e n c e  and  C u l t u r e  C e n t e r  
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CITY OR T O W N  STATE 

C h a r l e s t o n  West Vir~lnja . . , 
 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE 2- LOCAL -L 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act  o f  1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion i n  the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according t o  the  
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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