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street B number Tenth Avecue and Bruce S t ree t  -- ---- .--- - not for publication 

city, town HuntSngton -- vicinity of -- -- - - - 
state west Vi rg in i a  code 54 county Cabel 1 code 01 1 - 

3, Classif icaticn see Form 

Category Ownership 
district -x public 

-2.- building(s) - private 

Status Present Use 
1 occupied - agriculture 
- unoccupied - commercial 

-- museum 
park 

. structure . both - work in progress 2 educationat - private residenct 
site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religioi~s 

--- abject in process -A yes: restricted - government - scientific 
- being considered -- yes: unrestricted . industrial -- transportation 

- no - military - other: 

4, Owner of Property 
name Cabel 1  County Board of Education 

street & number 670 3~ tL%Lrep-t  -- 

city, town Huntinqton,  vicinity of state W e s t  _ .  v,,,. . .  
5, Location sf Legal Description 

street 8 number 8 t h  S t r e e t  & 4 t h  Avenue 
------.- - -------___ 
crty, town Fluntingtor;, state West Vi rg in i a  

resentation in Existing Surveys 
X N/A has this property been determined eligible? yes nu 

.- - ----- ------- 

d a t ~  federal state - _ _  c o u n t y  ---- _ _  locai _ _ _  

depositary for survey records - - -- ---- - - ---.____-________ _ 
city, town - - ---- - -- - state - - - 



'e- 

7 .  Descrilpf ion r 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent - deteriorated - unaltered L original site 

- X good - ruins -1 altered - moved date -----&!A - . _  .- -- 
-- fair - unexposed 
- -.--- -- -- 
Describe the present and originat (if known) physical appearance 

Douglass Junior and Senior High School was bu i l t  between 1924-26 t o  replace the old 
"Douglass School" located a t  the corner of Hal Greer Blvd. and 16th St ree t .  The old Douglas 
School was renamed the Barnett School. 

The building i s  s i tuated on a 3/4 acre l o t  on the corner of 10th Avenue at?d Bruce Street 
I t  i s  located in a residential  neighborhood in the south-central pa r t  of the c i ty  of Hunt inp  
West Virginia. I t  is  near a recreational area that was once used by the students of the 
school. 

Frampton and Bowers, an Ohio firm, constructed the building. The school, bu i l t  in a 
ra ther  t radi t ional  s ty l e  f o r  the period, was given an exterior of red brick w i t h  white t e r r a  
cotta trim. The main entrances, both f ront  and s ide,  are finished with half  columns and 
enlarged arched windows. The school, 113 f t .  wide and 230 ft .  long, is a three story 
s t ructure w i t h  a concrete foundation and an asphaltlsla3 roof. 

The general overall condition of the exter ior  i s  good, with l i t t l e  or  no changes since 
i t s  completion. The in ter ior  of the building has been renovated several times. The most 
s igni f icant  additions came in 1937 with the construction of an auditorium and in 1950 with 
the coinpletion of a gymnasium. In 1961, as a resul t  of the end of segregation, Doug1 ass 
closed i t s  doors as a school. Remodeling and renaming occurred a s  i t  became a center f o r  
rehabi l i ta ted children, under the name of Fairf ie ld School. Between 1963 and 1981 i t  war 
a school f o r  special education. Internal remodeling occurred again i n  1981 when the scho 
was reassigned as  educational off ices  including a center f o r  student t e s t ing  for  which i t  
continues t o  serve presently. 

, . 1 .  
., . . _.  . .. . . , I  . - 1. -=.- m-.. i>. L t l - , t  

The Doucjiass ~un;br  a id  senior ~ i ~ h ' s c h o o l  in ~ u n t i n ~ t o n  is a building of local 
d is t inc t ion ,  . i f , -nac architec,tural l y  then cer tainly his tor icai  'fy, ..which served for some 
thirty-seven years as the educational, cultural  and a th le t i c  center f o r  the blzck c i t izens  

. - ... .. of the c i t y .  , , . : .  . :  , ,:. : : ,  - . . . -. -.,. -. 



Period A r e a s  at Significance-Check and justify below 
- p-ehistoric . archeology-prehistoric community plannrng - . landscape architecture - - religion 
-. 11361493 archeology-historic . - conservation - - law .-- science 

- - - 152Gt599  agriculture . . - economics -- lrterature - sculpture 
16CC-1699 -- . architecture _ X education . military -- - social 

- -. 1700-1799 - - art - engineering --. music humanitarian 
l8W-1899 commerce exploration.settiement -- philosophy -- theater 

X.. 1330- communications . . industry -- potitics government - transportation 
-- - invention A. other (specify) 

Black history ------------ .--- .. -- - -- - - - - - - - -------- - -  -. -- - - - - - --- A-. -------- - 
Specific dates Builder A r c h i t e c t  Frampton 8 Bowers 1924-26 .- - - - -- - --- --- - - ..- - -- -  - . --- ---- - - - - - - -  
Statement of Significance fin one paragraph) 

The 'Doug1 ass  Junior and Senior High School stands as  a symbol f o r  t h e  black c i t izenry  
of t h e  c i t y  of  Huntington, West Virginia. As so admirably s tated by those most know- 
ledgeable-, the graduates and friends of Douglass, the school served a s  a cul tural  and 
educational center f o r  the black community for  nearly for ty  years- "The ac t " ,  they 
state,  "of restoring Douglass t o  i t s  former place of prominence wouf d be o f  incalculable 
valze to the en t i re  area". 

f n  1291 , i n  response t o  an appeal from the Negro leaders i n  the comunity,  the Board 
of Education erected a building a t  the corner of Eighth Avenue and Sixteenth S t r e e t ,  on 
a l o t  12ftx200 fee t .  I t  was a s ix  room brick with basement, and cost  $15,000. I t  was 
naiced f o r  Frederick Douglass. The high school course was then only two years in  length 
b u t  i t  put new 1 i f e  i n  the Community. T h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  graduated i n  1893. Two more 
classes  were graduated in 1897. In 1899 the courses were lengthened t o  four years ,  
addins t o  i t  several new branches. In 1903, three classes  graduated and much was done 
tow3rd building u p  the l ibrary.  

In  190.3, the facul ty which had stood a t  seven f o r  six years was increased t o  e ight .  Two 
years 'later, two sox r o o x  w2r2 added to  3ougIass and the building kjas remodeled a t  a cost 
of S8,GOU. Two years 1 a t e r  a two-room frame building was erected on Tenth Avenue and 
Sruce St ree t ,  on 3 l o t  '20x130 fee t ,  the whole valued a t  $5,090- .I?!wi1 nmed f o r  Rev. 
N31son Barnett, a pioneer pastor. Also a portable building was s e t  upon the Douglass 
school yard. Threc y m - s  l a t e r  in 191 3 ,  the Board of Education, erected a. ten-room brick 
addition t o  DougTass a t  a cost of $40,000. I t  contained a laboratory f o r  physics and 
chemistry a dmes t i c  s c i ~ n c e  room, a manual training room, a sewing room, a commercial 
roon, a Tibrary, an assembly room and an off ice.  I t  was a two-story brick building and 
f i r e  proof. I t  was heated and ventilated by the fan system, which was ins ta l led  a t  a 
cast of $5,000. The rooms were large and well l ighted. There were two large corr idors  
with cmpof i te  f loors .  The Douglass school faculty had grown t o  seventeen teachers w i t h  
a monthly payroll of $1,500. The total  enrollment in 1913 was four hundred and sixty-five 
i n  the  graded and high school departments combined. The high school enrollment then was 
twenty. 

The h i g h  school enrollment in 1919 was one hundred and twenty. Then, there was only one 
teacher f o r  the high school. Later, there were seven. The building a l so  i n  7919 contained 
twenty rooms, whereas the original structure contained b u t  s ix .  The building a t  t h a t  time 
i n c l u d i n g  the building, equipment and grounds was valued a t  approximately $80,000. 1 t  was 
never surpassed by any other school in the s t a t e .  Four years l a t e r ,  Dougfass High was 
inspected by the S ta te  High School Supervisor and was found t o  meet a l l  the requirements 
of a f i r s t  c l a s s  high school. 

(See Attached Sheet) 
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Douglass Junior-Senior  High School was expanded on t h e  co rne r  of Tenth Avenue and 
B r u c e - S t r e e t  a t  a c o s t  of approximately $160,000. A school  survey conducted i n  1932 
showed t h a t  t h e  school  w a s  admirably l o c a t e d .  The school  was r a t e d  f i r s t  c l a s s  by t h e  
S t a t e  Department of Education a n d - i n  March 1927, was admit ted t o  membership i n  t h e  
North C e n t r a l  Assoc ia t ion  of Col leges  and Secondary Schools ,  a r ecogn i t i on  which placed 
the schoo l  i n  t h e  f r o n t  rank  of secondary schools  i n  t h e  country.  The enro l lment  
showed marked i n c r e a s e  each yea r  u n t i l  i t s  c l o s e  i n  1961. 

Douglass was f o r t u n a t e  i n  i ts  s e l e c t i o n  of admin i s t r a to r s ;  each p r i n c i p a l  was 
p rog res s ive ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  and v i s i o n a r y .  Each sought t o  e n r i c h  t h e  cur r icu lum s o  t h a t  
t h e  School could adequate ly  meet t h e  demands of t h e  t imes.  It was mostly through t h e i r  
e f f o r t s  t h a t  Douglass Bigh School made va luab le  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  and Nation 
i n  terms of i n t e l l i g e n t  u s e f u l  c i t i z e n r y .  Douglass graduates  en t e red  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s  
of endeavor and proved very  succes s fu l .  The c l o s i n g  of t h e  School was due t o  t h e  1954, 
United S t a t e s  Supreme Court d e c i s i o n  t o  end segrega ted  schools .  

The l a s t  c l a s s  graduated from Douglass i n  t h e  Spring of 1961. Following a d e c i s i o n  
by t h e  Board of  Education, t h e  b u i l d i n g  reopened i n  1963 a s  a school  f o r  s p e c i a l  
educa t ion  and w a s  renamed F a i r f i e l d  School. I n  1981 i t s  func t ion  was changed t o  t h a t  

) of s e r v i n g  as a t e s t i n g  c e n t e r  and a n  educa t iona l  o f f i c e  bu i ld ing .  While i t  con t inues  
t o  be used  f o r  t h e  saiae purposes today, i n  March, 1985, a t  t h e  behes t  of l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  
and t h e  county h i s t o r i c a l  landmarks commission, t h e  Cabel l  County Board of Educat ion 
changed t h e  name of t h e  school  back t o  t h a t  of Douglass Jun io r  and Senior  High School.  

Many g radua te s  of Douglass Junior-Senior  High School have played s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e s  
i n  t h e  h i q t o r y  and development of t h e i r  community. Among Douglass g radua te s  who 
achieved  prominence a t  home and i n  d i s t a n t  p a r t s  of t h e  country,  a r e  t h e  fo l lowing  
who r e p r e s e n t  b u t  a smal l  number of t h e  t o t a l :  

Dr. Leroy A l l e n - -  Outstanding educa tor ,  and l e c t u r e r .  He 
B l u e f i e l d  S t a t e  College.  

D r .  Vernie  BoIden - P a s t o r  of t h e  Church of t h e  Covenant, 
H e  i s  o n  t h e  s t a f f  ~f The Rochester  Theological  Seminary. D r .  
s e v e r a l  books on Psychology. 

se rved  a s  P r e s i d e n t  of 

Rochester ,  New York. 
Bolden h a s  publ i shed  

Herman Bai ley  - Grand Master of t he  Masonic Lodge of New York ( S t a t e ) .  

At torney  E a r l  Johnson - Served a s  t h e  f i r s t  Black P res iden t  of t h e  Counci l  of 
J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F lo r ida .  He was involved i n  many major C i v i l  Rights  c a s e s  i n  F l o r i d a  dur ing  
t h e  1960s. H e  se rved  a t  one time a s  an a t t o r n e y  f o r  D r .  Mart in  Luther  King. 

Hal  Greer - F i r s t  Black a t h l e t e  a t  Marshal l  Univers i ty .  He  was an ou t s t and ing  
b a s k e t b a l l  p l a y e r  t h e r e ,  and l a t e r  was a long t ime star with t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  76 'e rs .  

'5firgtnia Monroe Dennis - Commissioner of Voter R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  of 
Delaware. 



HPS Form lC-Wr 
C*) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

ational Register of Historic Places 
nventory-Nomination Form 

QX9 .Vo. 1024-001% 
Expires  1 0 - 3 1 - 9 7  

Douglass Junior-Senior 
htinuation sheet High School Item number 8 

D r .  E f f i e  Carter Grear  - Dis t inguished  educator  i n  F l o r i d a .  P r e s e n t l y  p r i n c i p a l  of 
B e l l e  Glade ' s  Grand V i e w  High School. 

W i l l i a ~  Grear - Served as Eiayor of Belle Glade, F lo r ida .  

Attorney Robert Ear ly  - Prosecut ing  Attorney,  New Tork City. 

Roy Goinss - Senior  Personnel  Re la t ions  Assoc ia te ,  Ford k'arld Headquarters ,  
D e t r c i t ,  Xichigan.  

Aubrey Lee - Vice P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  National  Bank of D e t r o i t ,  H c h i g a n .  This  bank 
has 100 branches.  

D r .  Emory Pol ley  - Outstanding i n  t h e  medical f i e l d ,  Cleveland,  Ohia. 

Robert  Als ton  - L a t e r  a g radua te  of Hampton, I n s t i t u t e ;  and 

Villiaa B i l l  - Graduate of A and T c o l l e g e ,  Greensboro, XC 

Both of t h e  above Ioen were two of t h e  f i r s t  chose2 ro train and s e r v e  
as Blzck P i l o t s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  A i r  Force. They se rved  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i o n  
in I t a l y  wi th  t h e  99th P u r s u i t  Squadron. 

Joseph Slash,  Jr. - F i r s t  Black Deputy Mayor of t h e  C i ty  of I n d i a n a p o l i s  where 
he i s  t h e  Senior  Deputy Hayor. 

Joseph A .  Slash - Educator,  Superv isor  of Xathematics,  Cabe l l  County, WV, 
Superir i tendezt  of Schools,  Cabel l  County, WV ( F i r s t  b l ack  supe r in t enden t  of Cabe l l  County.) 

h o n g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  of t h e  graduates  of Douglass was C e r t e r  G, Woodson (1875-1950), 
t h e  noted b l ack  e s s a y i s t ,  h i s t o r i a n  and a c t i v i s t .  It was he who founded i n  1915 t h e  
n a t i o n ' s  o l d e s t  black h i s t o r y  o rgan iza t ion ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t ~ o n  for  the Study of Afro- 
h e r i c a n  L i f e  and Hi s to ry  which o r i g i n a t e d  Black Hi s to ry  In'eck and p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  
Journal of X e g o  Histow. Woodson, according t o  t h e  National  Cyclopedia of American -- 
Biography, grzduated from D o u g l a s ~  High School i n  1895 and later s e r v e d  as t h e  schoo l ' s  
p r i n c i p a l .  k 'hile Woodson d i d  not  m a t r i c u l a t e  i n  t h e  p re sen t  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  famous b lack  
educa tor  is rzaenbered f o r  main ta in ing  o l d  West V i r g i n i a  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
du r ing  t h e  eerly 1920s  when h e  served  a s  dean of West V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  College.  



Wall ace, George S.,  Cabel 1 County Anna1 s. arid Earn i l  ies , G a r r e t t ,  tkss ie ,  Pub1 i shevs  , 
Richmond, VA, 1935. 

Records from f i l e s ,  Cabell County Board of Education Office, 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property f acre 
Quadrangle name Bun+ i ho+nn Quadrangle scale JZ&&Q(J 

UT M References 

Xerbai boundary description and justification Located on a l o t  measuring 1 7 5  x 200 f t .  a t  t h e  N.E. 
corner of 1 0 t h  Avenue and Bruce S t ree t ,  Map Book 1, Map 18, l o t  no. 11, s i o c k  "En; Deed 
Book So.  292, p. 35. Cabe l l  County Courthouse, Huntington, W 
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