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AbstrAct. Vladykov’s collection of fishes from Subcarpathian Ukraine in the Department of 
Zoology of the Charles University in Prague contains twelve specimens of nine species from 
Subcarpathian Ukraine. They are deposited under the catalogue numbers CUP 41462-41473 and 
include one syntype of Gobio frici Vladykov, 1925, two syntypes of Cobitis montana Vladykov, 
1925, one syntype of Gobio uranoscopus carpathorossicus Vladykov, 1925 and two paralecto-
types of Cottus gobio pellegrini Bacescu & Bacescu-Mester, 1964.
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IntroductIon

Vadim Vladykov (1898-1980) was a famous ichthyologist, known especially as an expert 
in taxonomy of lampreys. At the beginning of his scientific carrier, he focused on the 
ichthyofauna of Subcarpathian Ukraine. He published several papers on the fishes of this 
region and described several new taxa (Vladykov 1925a,b, 1926, 1927a,b, 1928, 1930, 
1931). However, the whereabouts of his collection of fishes from Subcarpathian Ukraine, 
including the type material, has remained unknown until now. the exception was several 
specimens found in the Muséum national d‘Histoire naturelle in Paris (Bertin & Estève 
1948). Subsequently a part of Vladykov’s material from this area was discovered in the 
National Museum in Prague (Šanda & Vukić 2006). In this paper we provide information 
on Vladykov’s type specimens recently found in the department of Zoology, charles 
university in Prague.

MatErIalS and MEtHodS
Vladykov’s collection of fishes from Subcarpathian Ukraine in the Department of Zoo
logy, charles university in Prague, contains twelve specimens of nine species, all pre-
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served in ethanol or formaldehyde. they are deposited under the catalogue numbers cuP 
41462–41473. We use the contemporary name of this area, Subcarpathian ukraine. Its 
older name, used by Vladykov, was Subcarpathian russia. It was a part of the czecho-
slovak republic during 1918–1938.

For the type material the following data are provided: type status, catalogue  number, 
sex (if determinable without dissection), locality, date of capture, and total length in mm 
(tl).

nomenclatural issues follow the International code of Zoological nomenclature 
(IcZn 1999; hereafter the code). 

Museum acronyms
cMno = canadian Museum of nature, ottawa, Quebec, canada
cuP = charles university, Prague, czech republic (ichthyologic collection)
nMP = national Museum, Prague, czech republic (ichthyologic collection)
MnHn = Muséum national d‘Histoire naturelle, Paris, France (ichthyologic collection)
roM = royal ontario Museum, toronto, ontario, canada

Gazetteer
the names of the localities in this paper were taken from the original publications, if 
available, and from the labels attached on the specimens or jars. However, Vladykov’s 
original labels were only rarely preserved. the geographic coordinates were determined 
using the Jrc Fuzzy Gazetteer (http://dma.jrc.it/services/fuzzyG) and the Google Earth 
5.0. We used currently valid names of the localities throughout this paper. the names 
were transliterated from the Cyrillic script using official Ukrainian transliteration system 
(see Pedersen 2010). alternative names and spellings used by Vladykov are given in 
parentheses below. Geographic coordinates of rivers refer to their mouths (but see below 
for uzh).
apshitsia (apšica), river; 48.00°n, 23.75°E.
Bushtyno (Buštino), village; 48.03°n, 23.48°E.
Luzhanka (Lužanka), river; 48.12°N, 23.77°E.
Pidplesha (Podpleša), village; 48.13°n, 23.80°E.
Solotvyno (akna-Slatina), village; 47.94°n, 23.85°E.
tereblia (terebla), river; 48.04°n, 23.48°E.
tereshul (terešulka), river; 48.13°n, 23.82°E.
teresva (teresovka), river; 47.99°n, 23.66°E.
Uzh (Ouge, Uh, Už), river; 48.62°N, 22.28°E (in Uzhgorod).
Velykyi Bychkiv (Velký Byčkiv), village; 47.97°, 24.01°E.
Volosianka (Vološanka), village; 48.98°n, 22.82°E.

SyStEMatIc lISt

Gobio frici Vladykov
Gobio frici Vladykov, 1925: 249.
Now: Gobio uranoscopus (agassiz, 1828). See Kottelat (1997).
SyNtype: cuP 41462; “teresovka” [= teresva] river at “Podpleša” [= Pidplesha]; 4 September 1924; tl 93 mm.
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RemaRkS: Vladykov (1925a) based this form on three specimens without designating the 
holotype; they are thus syntypes. He gave the locality exactly as teresovka river at 
Podpleša village. the specimens were collected in 1923-1924, “mostly in the summer 
semester of 1924”. one specimen of G. uranocsopus, labelled as Gobio uranoscopus 
natio frici, (the name used for Gobio frici in Vladykov 1931), is deposited in cuP. We 
consider this specimen the syntype of Gobio frici Vladykov, 1925, because of agree-
ment in date and locality.

Gobio uranoscopus carpathorossicus Vladykov
Gobio uranoscopus carpathorossicus Vladykov, 1925: 250.
Now: Gobio kessleri dybowski, 1862. See Kottelat (1997).
SyNtype: CUP 41463; Tisza River at “Velký Byčkiv” [= Velykyi Bychkiv]; 21 October 1924; TL 88 mm.

RemaRkS: Vladykov (1925a) based this form on ten specimens without designating the 
holotype; they are thus syntypes. He gave the locality exactly stated as tisza river 
between the villages of Bushtyno and Velykyi Bychkiv. the material was collected 
in the years 1923-1924, “mostly in the summer semester of 1924”. one specimen 
of Gobio kessleri, labelled as Gobio persa carpathorossicus (the name used for G. 
uranoscopus carpathorosicus in Vladykov 1931), is deposited in cuP. We consider 
this specimen the syntype of Gobio uranoscopus carpathorossicus Vladykov, 1925, 
because of agreement in date and locality.
there is one specimen of Gobio kessleri deposited in MnHn (1930-0197), marked as 
a paratype of Gobio persa carpathorossicus. However, although the capture locality 
corresponds with the type locality given by Vladykov (1925a), this specimen should 
be excluded from type series of Gobio uranoscopus carpathorossicus Vladykov, 1925, 
beacuse its date of capture is unknown. the only available date is 13 november 1930, 
the date when the MnHn acquired the material from Vladykov (P. Pruvost, pers. 
comm.). In his later work on the fishes of Subcarpathian Ukraine, Vladykov used alto-
gether 22 specimens of Gobio kessleri (Vladykov 1931). thus, it cannot be excluded 
that the MnHn specimen was collected after the description of the form.

Cobitis montana Vladykov
Cobitis montana Vladykov, 1925: 320.
Now: Sabanejewia balcanica (Karaman, 1922). See Kottelat (1997), Kottelat & Freyhof (2007).
SyNtype: cuP 41464; female; “terešulka” [= tereshul] river at “Podpleša” [= Pidplesha]; 10 June 1924; 
tl 74 mm.
SyNtype: cuP 41465; male; “terešulka” [= tereshul] river at “Podpleša” [= Pidplesha]; 10 June 1924; 
tl 80 mm.

RemaRkS: Vladykov (1925b) did not designate the holotype. thus, all specimens he used 
for the description are syntypes. the type series includes 236 specimens, not 219 speci-
mens as stated by Kottelat (1997). In 1923, Vladykov collected 17 specimens (15 males 
and two females) and in 1924 he collected 219 specimens (89 males, 80 females and 50 
juveniles). He gave the locality exactly as tisza river between the villages  Solotvyno 
and Bushtyno, and the following inflows of the Tisza River:  Apshitsia, Teresva, Tere-
shul, luzhanka and tereblia. the material was collected in 1923 and 1924. 
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We have found two specimens in cuP, which we consider syntypes because of agree-
ment in date and locality.
there are some ambiguous notes regarding the period of material collection in the 
description of C. montana. Vladykov (1925b) stated in the footnote that “the  mater ial 
was collected in summer of 1924”, while he stated in the text that he collected 17 spec-
imens in 1923. Vladykov (1925b) further wrote that he found the latter material insuf-
ficient and that he waited until next year to collect more specimens to describe this, ob-
viously, new species. We concluded that the material collected in 1923 was used for the 
description, as well, and that it is thus part of the type series. Furthermore,  Vladykov 
(1925b) wrote that he collected the material during his second study  travel to the Sub-
carpathian ukraine in July–october 1924. However, Vladykov (1925a) mention ed that 
he was in the Subcarpathian ukraine in 1923-1924 and that he collected “most of the 
material in the summer semester of 1924”. according to this  information, we con-
cluded that specimens collected in 1924 were caught most probably during the whole 
year, and not only between July and october, and, thus, specimens collected before 
July were also included in the type serie.

Cottus gobio natio pellegrini Vladykov
Cottus gobio natio pellegrini Vladykov, 1931: 353. [Infrasubspecific name.]
Cottus gobio pellegrini Bacescu & Bacescu-Mester, 1964: 442.
Now: Cottus gobio linnaeus, 1758. See Freyhof et al. (2005).
paRalectotype: CUP 41466; Tisza River at “Velký Byčkiv” [= Velykyj Bychkiv]; 21 September 1924; 
tl 110 mm.
paRalectotype: cuP 41467; “uh” [= uzh] river at “Vološanka” [= Volosianka]; 19 September 1925; 
tl 100 mm. 

RemaRkS: Vladykov (1931) described this taxon as a natio. this name is thus infrasub-
specific and unavailable for the purposes of zoological nomenclature. However, the 
use of the name as Cottus gobio pellegrini by Bacescu & Bacescu-Mester (1964) 
makes the name available as Cottus gobio pellegrini Bacescu & Bacescu-Mester, 1964 
(art. 45.5.1. of the code), with Vladykov specimens being the types. the total  number 
of types is 203 specimens, including 16 juveniles. the adults measured 60–106 mm. 
 Vladykov (1931) did not exactly state the locality. However, the paper where the orig-
inal description appeared focused on fishes from Subcarpathian Ukraine (Vladykov 
1931), thus the specimens were collected in Subcarpathian ukraine. Vladykov (1931) 
also did not state when the specimens were collected, but we assume that this happened 
during 1923–1931, most probably during 1923–1928 (see Vladykov 1931). Freyhof et 
al. (2005) designated specimen MnHn 1930-222 as the lectotype of C. g. pellegrini. 
Herewith, the type locality of this taxon was restricted to the teresva river, and the 
remaining specimens from the type series became paralectotypes.
We have found two paralectotypes in the cuP. three other paralectotypes are depos-
ited in MnHn (MnHn 1930-0220, 0221 and 0223; Freyhof et al. 2005) and 26 para-
lectotypes are in the nMP (P6V-8904, 8969-8978, 31802-31811 and 80803-80806; 
Šanda & Vukić 2006).



31

[Acerina cernua natio danubica Vladykov
Acerina cernua natio danubica Vladykov, 1931: 345. [Infrasubspecific name.]
Now: Gymnocephalus baloni Holčík & Hensel, 1974. See Holčík & Hensel (1974), Kottelat (1997).
RemaRkS: Vladykov (1931) described this taxon as a natio. This name is thus infrasubspecific and unavailable 
for the purposes of zoological nomenclature. there is one specimen deposited in cuP, which belongs to the 
material used by Vladykov for the description of Acerina cernua natio danubica. this specimen was listed also 
by Holčík & Hensel (1974).]

dIScuSSIon

In his final work about the fishes of Subcarpathian Ukraine Vladykov (1931) stated that he 
collected overall 3,395 specimens in the region. this number includes several  hundreds 
of type specimens, perhaps about 1,000. thus far, nine type specimens were located in 
the MnHn (Bertin & Estève 1948, P. Pruvost, pers. comm.) and 55 type specimens were 
found in the NMP (Šanda & Vukić 2006). Another six type specimens are deposited in 
the cuP (this paper). Further material is deposited in the roM and cMno, but the exact 
number of types in these two collections is not known (renaud & coad 1997). 

acKnoWlEdGEMEnt

the work on this paper was supported by project dE06P04oMG008 of the czech Min-
istry of culture. We are thankful to Patrice Pruvost for the information on the material 
deposited in MnHn. 

rEFErEncES
Bacescu M. & Bacescu-Mester l., 1964: Cottus petiti sp. n., un chabot nouveau récolté en France. 

considérations zoogéographiques et données comparatives sur d‘autres Cottus d‘Europe. – Vie 
et Milieu 17 (Supplement): 431-446.

Bertin l. & Estève r., 1948: catalogue des types de poissons du Muséum national d‘Histoire 
naturelle. 4e partie. ostariophysaires (cypriniformes). – Paris: Muséum national d’Histoire 
naturelle, 117 pp. 

Freyhof J., Kottelat M. & nolte a., 2005: taxonomic diversity of European Cottus with description 
of eight new species (teleostei: cottidae). – Ichtyological Exploration of Freshwaters 16(2): 
107-172.

Holčík J. & Hensel K., 1974: A new species of Gymnocephalus (Pisces: Percidae) from the danube, 
with remarks on the genus. – copeia 1974: 471-486.

IcZn [= International commission on Zoological nomenclature], 1999: International code of zo-
ological nomenclature. 4th ed. – london: International trust for Zoological nomenclature, xxix 
+ 306 pp.

Kottelat M., 1997: European freshwater fishes. – Biológia (Bratislava) 52, Supplement 5: 1271.
Kottelat M. & Freyhof J., 2007: Handbook of European freshwater fishes. – Cornol, Switzerland: 

Publications Kottelat, 646 pp.
Pedersen t.t., 2010: transliteration of non-roman scripts. – url: http://transliteration.eki.ee/
renaud c.B. & coad B.W., 1997: Vadim V. Vladykov (1898-1980): lampreys, labels, and loans. 

– In: Pietsch t.W. & anderson W.d., Jr. (eds.): collection building in ichthyology and herpeto-
logy: 553-557. Kansas, uSa: american Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists.

Šanda R. & Vukić J., 2006: Typový materiál taxonů popsaných Vadimem Vladykovem ze Zakarpat-
ské Ukrajiny ve sbírce Národního muzea v Praze [Type specimens of taxa described by Vadim 



32

Vladykov from Subcarpathian ukraine in the collection of the national Museum in Praha]. – In: 
Vykusová B. (ed.): IX. česká ichtyologická konference [9th czech ichthyological conference]: 
161164. České Budějovice: Jihočeská univerzita; & Vodňany: Výzkumný ústav rybářský a 
hydrobiologický ve Vodňanech. [In Czech.]

Vladykov V., 1925a: über einige neue Fische aus der tschechoslowakei (Karpathorußland). – Zoo-
logischer anzeiger 72: 248-252.

Vladykov V., 1925b: über eine neue cobitis-art aus der tschechoslowakei: Cobitis montana n. sp. 
– Zoologische Jahrbücher, abteilung für Systematik, Geographie und Biologie der tiere 50: 
320-338.

Vladykov V., 1926: ryby Podkarpatskoj rusi i ih glavnjšje sposoby lovli. [Fishes of Subcarpathian 
Russia and methods of their capture]. Užhorod: Karnatija, 147 pp. [In Ruthenian.]

Vladykov V., 1927a: über den geschlechtlichen dimorphismus bei Ellritzen Phoxinus phoxinus 
(linné). – Zoologischer anzeiger 74: 322-328.

Vladykov V., 1927b: Zur Frage über das absterben unserer lampreten (Petromyzonidae) nach der 
laichzeit. – Zoologischer anzeiger 74: 237-239.

Vladykov V., 1928: über sekundären Geschlechtsdimorphismus bei unseren cobitiden. – Zoo-
logische Jahrbücher , abteilung für Systematik, Geographie und Biologie der tiere 55: 
 147-162.

Vladykov V., 1930: Sur une nouvelle forme de gardon de la russie Sous-carpathique (bassin 
du danube) Rutilus rutilus carpathorossicus subsp. n. – Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de 
 France 55: 103-107.

Vladykov V., 1931: Poissons de la russie Sous-carpathique (tchécoslovaquie). – Mémories de la 
Société Zoologique de France 29: 217-374. 


