
The Medal of the Maple for Distinguished Youth Service 
 

I. Description of the Award 
 The Medal of the Maple for Distinguished Youth Service is an award created by the 
members of the National Youth Committee, designed to honour those youth who have 
significantly contributed to the Movement and the spirit of Scouting through community service, 
extraordinary Scouting participation and a solid system of personal values. 
 The Medal of the Maple Award is to be launched in our Centennial year (Fall 2007), to 
symbolize the importance of youth involvement in our Movement’s success. It will remain one of 
the national awards. 
 
II. Appearance and Significance 
 Each award recipient receives a medal, a uniform badge and a certificate. The medal 
design is of a maple leaf surrounded by a rope circle. Inside the maple leaf is a fleur-de-lis. The 
medal hangs on a red and white striped ribbon, worn around the neck. 
  The badge is a stylized bar with elements of the medal, allowing for members to wear it 
once they become adult leaders and move beyond the youth program. Information as to 
placement on the uniform is available in section 8000 of BP&P on the national web site.  
 The National Youth Committee chose to call the award the Medal of the Maple as the 
maple leaf is a symbol of Canada. Found in virtually every area of Canada, the maple tree is 
strong, solid and under ideal conditions, can have a long life span. The fleur- de-lis, as well as the 
rope circle, represent the Scouting Movement and our pioneering skills. The red and white ribbon 
once again reflects our Canadian identity, which is fitting for a national award.  
 
III. Nomination  
 The award can only be presented to youth who are nominated by another member of 
Scouting - youth or adult. To apply, the nominator fills out the Medal of the Maple Award for 
Distinguished Youth Service nomination form, found on the web site at www.scouts.ca, Honours 
and Awards. Once completed, the form must be forwarded to either the council youth 
representative or the council commissioner. Adjudication and award presentation will be done 
throughout the year as deemed necessary by the commissioner and the youth representative. 
 
IV. Adjudication 
 The award, although nationally recognized, will be adjudicated within the local councils by 
the council commissioner, the youth representative of the council (or their designate) and a small 
group (2 to 3 individuals) of impartial people, chosen by the youth commissioner and council 
commissioner. The adjudication committee must contain individuals very familiar with the 
expectations of the various programs. Whether they are youth or adult members is up to the 
discretion of the local council officials.  
 When a nominated youth is a member of the National Youth Committee, the National 
Youth Committee chair and the Chief Commissioner will adjudicate the award.  
 In order to maintain the symbolism and importance of the award, the adjudicators must 
evaluate fairly, justly and maintain the highest standards of excellence when choosing to 
recognize a youth. Therefore, the National Youth Committee requests that the award be given to 
a select number of youth throughout the Scouting year to maintain the prestige of the Medal of 
the Maple.  
 
V. Award Criteria 
 All youth that display outstanding service and commitment to the Scouting Movement are 
eligible for the Medal of the Maple. In terms of the award criteria, “outstanding” is defined as 
service and commitment that excels and exceeds the performance of the ordinary duties and 
expectations of a youth within their sections, groups, local councils or other pertinent Scouting 
associations and bodies. Aside from this broad definition, youth must meet the specified criteria 
below.  
 



1. Be a member of Scouting for no less than three years, be currently registered and 
participating as a youth in the following defined youth programs. It is anticipated that most 
recipients will be registered as a Scout, Venturer or Rover however Beavers and Cubs 
that display exceptional skills and thoroughly reflect the Scouting spirit will also be 
eligible. This will be based on their participation, community involvement and dedication. 
The awarding of Beavers and Cubs will be decided by the council commissioner and the 
council youth commissioner, who may consult with the Deputy Executive Commissioner - 
Youth for input if desired. Please note that awards to Beavers and Cubs is only to be 
done in exceptional circumstances.  

2. Show outstanding leadership and teamwork capabilities in their area, group, council or 
national Scouting body. 

3. Help organize, run or coordinate events that better their community, other Scouts and/or 
the Scouting Community at large. 

4. Positively benefit other youth members as a direct result of their work, dedication and/or 
personal values. 

5. Provide service and display a commitment that exceeds the faithful performance of the 
ordinary duties and expectations of a youth within their sections, groups, local councils or 
other pertinent Scouting associations and bodies. 

 
VI. Displaying of the Award 
 The medal may be worn on a youth’s official uniform for occasions/events described 
within the section handbooks. The badge may be worn on the uniform in the area designated for 
Scouting Awards in the diagrams included in section 8000 of BP&P. It may be worn into adult 
years of service to display the recipient’s success.  
 
VII. Cost 
 There is no cost to councils as the Medal of the Maple Award for Distinguished Youth 
Service is part of the National Honours and Awards Program. 


