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Kelowna General Hospital Marks 100 Years of Health Care 
and new Centennial Endowment Fund 

 

KELOWNA — Health Minister George Abbott was joined by representatives from Interior Health and KGH 
Foundation to officially mark the 100th Anniversary of Kelowna General Hospital at a Centennial Celebration at 
the hospital today. 
 
"Kelowna General Hospital’s centennial celebration is a time to recognize the health professionals, patients, 
hospital auxiliaries and community partners that have made the hospital such a special place over the past 100 
years,” said Abbott. “Today is an important milestone for the Okanagan and what once was a 19-bed facility is 
now a regional trauma centre. Kelowna General Hospital’s growth reflects the achievements of the region and 
all residents should be proud of their hospital's contribution to their community.” 
 
KGH began with a $5,000 building and 19 beds, serving the small local community on April 2, 1908. Over the 
years, new additions have been added and the level of care has been extended to include several specialty 
services, making it a regional, tertiary hospital, with more than 350 acute-care beds. Current redevelopment of 
the hospital includes n extensive addition starting this year. 
 
“Kelowna General Hospital has always had a history of providing excellent care,” said Interior Health CEO 
Murray Ramsden. “While the hospital continues to grow to meet the needs of the community and region, that 
high quality of care will always remain.” 
 
The new addition includes an expansion of the emergency department, more beds and medical school facilities.  
Ground work is already underway and construction is set to start this year. The project completion date is 
2010.  
 
The Provincial Government has also approved a Cardiac Care Centre, expected in 2012, and two more floors of 
in-patient beds, set to be ready in 2013 and 2019. 
 
But, it all started humbly, with solid support from the community, which continues to this day. 
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“Kelowna General Hospital was built upon land donated by the Kelowna Land & Orchard Company, the first act 
of philanthropy in our 100 year history,” said KGH Foundation Executive Director Sarah Nelems. “Today, 30 
years after KGH Foundation was founded to advance our healthcare system through donations to the hospital, 
we are very proud of the extraordinary generosity this community continues to demonstrate to our community 
hospital.”  
 
Kelowna General Hospital’s centennial coincides with B.C.’s 150-year anniversary that celebrates cultural, 
economic and innovative growth that has brought the province to where we are today.  
 


