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July 16, 2009

Dear Parents/Guardians and Educators:

It gives me great pleasure to introduce myself as your new Minister of Education. It is a privilege
to serve you and the students of Nova Scotia. Our students are our future. Their success is our
success.

I look forward to working with you to help our students attain the knowledge and develop the
attitudes and abilities they will need to succeed as individuals and as members of society. I am
committed to working with our partners to ensure the education system meets the needs of all
students. I will do my utmost to strengthen the quality of education for students in the public
school system of Nova Scotia. Our mission is to provide excellence in education and training so
that all students reach their full potential so that we can continue to build a productive,
prosperous society here in Nova Scotia.

I am releasing the 2008 Minister’s Report to Parents and Guardians. It was prepared prior to my
appointment as minister. The report provides information about the performance of public school
students in provincial, national, and international assessments. I congratulate students and
teachers for their hard work and the improved mathematics and literacy results this past year.

My goal is to make sure that students continue to improve.

I look forward to working with you all in the years ahead.

Sincerely,

Marilyn More
Minister of Education
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The Metaphor of the Colour Wheel

The 2008 Minister's Report to Parents and Guardians uses the colour wheel as a visual metaphor
to bring attention to the interrelationships among all areas of the curriculum. The colour wheel

is a tool used by artists to combine, blend, and layer primary colours in ways that illustrate

their thoughts and learning. The colour wheel is also directly connected to math, science, and
language arts through measurement, physics, and human perception.

The use of the colour wheel also allows us to celebrate the theme for Education Week 2009,
which is “Bringing the Arts to Life / Les arts vivants.” Throughout this document, the artwork of
Nova Scotia students demonstrates the many ways and many layers of representing knowledge
and understanding.
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Website References

Website references contained within this document are provided solely as
a convenience and do not constitute an endorsement by the Department of
Education of the content, policies, or products of the referenced website.
The department does not control the referenced websites and is not
responsible for the accuracy, legality, or content of the referenced websites
or for that of subsequent links. Referenced website content may change
without notice.

School boards and educators are required under the department’s Public
School Network Access and Use Policy to preview and evaluate sites
before recommending them for student use. If an outdated or inappropriate
site is found, please report it to links@EDnet.ns.ca.
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Minister’s Message to
Parents and Guardians

Minister’s Message to
Parents and Guardians

| am pleased to provide you with the eighth annual Minister’s Report

to Parents and Guardians. This year's report provides parents,
guardians, and community members with information about our
students’ achievement in the provincial assessments and examinations
that were administered during the course of 2008.

At the department, we use these assessment results to inform
decision making about support for resources, intervention,
curriculum development, and professional learning opportunities.

As you review this information, | encourage you to talk with your
children’s teachers and the school principal about assessment in
Nova Scotia schools. You'll learn how schools use the results of
provincial assessments and examinations to plan instruction, set
goals for school accreditation, and record the academic growth of
all students.

Schools also collect data about student performance through

a variety of classroom-based or school-based assessments.
Teachers collect information about student learning through oral
reading records, writing samples, subject area tests, and daily
classroom assignments, such as oral, written, dramatic, and
visual presentations. This information, together with the provincial
assessment and examination results, is used to inform instruction
and decision making at the school level.

Throughout this document, you'll also have the opportunity to view
some delightful examples of student artwork. These drawings,
paintings, prints, and multimedia images were selected from
students in middle schools across the province to celebrate
Education Week 2009’s theme of “Bringing the Arts to Life / Les arts
vivants.” Each piece of artwork provides an example of the many
ways that the visual arts complement the curriculum outcomes of
all subjects and thereby enhance student learning.
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Honourable Judy Streatch




Minister’s Message to
Parents and Guardians

Visual Arts Curriculum Outcome:
Students will be expected to create
and/or present, collaboratively and
independently, expressive products
in the arts for a range of audiences
and purposes.

Science Curriculum Outcome:
Students will construct knowledge
and understandings of concepts in life
science, physical science, and apply
these understandings to interpret,
integrate, and extend their knowledge.

v

Please join me in acknowledging the ongoing commitment to
excellence demonstrated by our students, their teachers, and our
school communities. Together, we'll continue to make a difference
to all Nova Scotians.

WMJL
Honourable Judy Streatch
Minister of Education
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Nova Scotia’s Social Context

Nova Scotia’s Social Context

Nova Scotia’s School Boards

Nova Scotia has seven English school boards and one
French first-language school board.

Cape Breton-Victoria
Regional School Board

Chignecto-Central
Regional School Board '

@
Annapolis Valley

Regional School Board Strait

Regional School Board

Halifax
Regional School Board

4

South Shore
Regional School Board

Conseil scolaire
acadien provincial

Tri-County
Regional School Board
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Visual Arts Outcome:

Students will be expected to
examine the relationship among the
arts, societies, and environments.

Language Arts Qutcome:
Students will be expected to move
beyond initial understanding to more
thoughtful interpretations.

I
1




Nova Scotia’s Social Context

Nova Scotia Demographics

School Board Grades P-12 School Pnpulatmn
Annapolls VaIIey Reglonal School Board (AVRSB) 11 43

Source: Nova Scotia Department of
Education, Statistics and Data Entry

Nova Scotia’s students represent urban, suburban, rural, and coastal
communities. The following information provides an overview of our
social context:

Nova Scotia’s population is approximately 930,000.
Nova Scotia’s rate of population growth is below 1 percent.

Nova Scotia has a higher rural population than the
Canadian average.

Approximately 10 percent of Nova Scotia's population
speaks both English and French or French only.

Approximately 4 percent of Nova Scotia’s population is
racially visible.

Nova Scotia’'s unemployment rates are above the
Canadian average.
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Nova Scotia Public Education Funding

The Nova Scotia school population is declining; funding for Nova
Scotia schools continues to increase.

2002-2003 $950,337,370 151,862
PAOREAVIL $998,708,900 148,700
$1,031,434,239 146,370
$1,087,879,800 143,321
$1,150,135,800 139,964
$1,186,492,300 136,000

2004-2005
2005-2006
2006-2007
2007-2008

Source: Nova Scotia Department of Education, Statistics and Data Entry

Partnerships with Parents and Guardians

The Nova Scotia Department of Education works with many
community and government organizations to encourage parents and
guardians to take an active role in their children’s education.

There are many ways for parents and guardians to participate in
their children’s learning. Parents and guardians who read, sing, draw,
play, have discussions, and encourage physical activity provide a
solid foundation for learning throughout the grades. By attending
regular meetings with teachers and school administrators, parents
and guardians remain up-to-date on current information about their
children’s academic, social, and physical development, as well as
information about school decision making.

Working together, schools, parents and guardians, and the
community will ensure all students continue to succeed.
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Nova Scotia’s Social Context

Visual Arts Outcome:

Students will be expected to
demonstrate critical awareness
of and value the role of the arts in
creating and reflecting culture.

Health/Personal Development
and Relationships Outcome:
Students will be expected to
demonstrate the knowledge,
skills, and attitudes necessary to
live happily and productively as
an individual, within a family, and
within the community.

Physical Education Outcome:
Students will be expected to
participate regularly in a variety of
activities that develop and maintain
personal fitness.






The Program of Learning
Assessment for Nova Scotia

The Program of Learning
Assessment for Nova Scotia

The Program of Learning Assessment for Nova Scotia (PLANS)
is responsible for the administration of international, national, and
provincial assessments and examinations.

International and National Assessments

In recent years, Nova Scotia participated in the Programme for
International Student Assessment (PISA), the Pan Canadian
Assessment Program (PCAP), and the Progress in International
Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS). Nova Scotia students will again
participate in PCAP in 2010 and PIRLS in 2011. A sample of
15-year-old students participated in PISA in spring 2009.

Nova Scotia did not participate in any national or international
assessments in 2008. We have provided the most recent results
in Appendix D (page 67). For additional information, please visit
http://plans.EDNET.ns.ca.

Provincial Assessments and Examinations

The Evaluation Services division of the department develops,
administers, scores, and reports on English and French provincial
assessments and examinations.

The provincial assessment and examination results are used

by teachers, administrators, school board personnel, and the
Department of Education to inform classroom, school, school board,
and provincial decisions about student achievement, instructional
planning, and additional instructional support. These results are also
used for research, curriculum development, and in the Nova Scotia
School Accreditation Program.
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The Program of Learning
Assessment for Nova Scotia

Nova ScoTia

SCHOOL ACCREDITATION

The Nova Scotia School
Accreditation Program is a unique
program that recognizes and fosters
excellence. Schools tell their stories
and create their own improvement
goals. During the accreditation
process, schools participate in an
internal review, develop a school
improvement plan, and continually
monitor and report on growth.

The provincial assessments and examinations which were
developed and administered during the 2007-2008 school year:

Nova Scotia Examinations (NSE) / Examen de la Nouvelle-
Ecosse (ENE)

Mathematics 12

Advanced Mathematics 12
Mathématiques 12
Mathématiques Avancées 12
English 12

English/Communications 12

Provincial assessments

Junior High Literacy Assessment (JHLA)

Appréciation de rendement en littératie au secondaire (ARLS)
Elementary Literacy Assessment (ELA)

Appréciation de rendement en littératie a I'élémentaire (ARL)
Early Language Literacy Assessment (ELLA)

Early Elementary Mathematical Literacy Assessment (EEMLA)

Evaluation des apprentissages en mathématiques au premier
cycle a I'élémentaire (EEMLA - Immersion)

Evaluation des apprentissages en mathématiques au premier
cycle a I'élémentaire (EAM1¢CE - French first-language)
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Developing Nova Scotia Assessments

Nova Scotia provincial assessments and examinations are based
on the Atlantic Canada Curriculum. They are developed specifically
for Nova Scotia students by teachers, under the direction of

the professional staff of the department, following the rigorous
guidelines of the Nova Scotia Assessment Development Model

as described in Appendix C on page 66.

The Evaluation Services division of the department also works

with schools and school boards to develop reliable, valid, and fair
school-based common assessments. An outline of the procedures
used in the development of school-based common assessments is
described in Appendix B on page 65.

Understanding the Tables of Provincial
Assessment and Examination Results

The Nova Scotia provincial assessment results are presented in
tables. Each assessment table includes information about

* the number of students who participated in the assessment
* the percentage of students in the province who met expectations

* the percentage of students in the school board who met
expectations

* the percentage of students at each school who met expectations
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The Program of Learning
Assessment for Nova Scotia

Visual Arts Outcome:

Students will be expected to
demonstrate critical awareness
of and value the role of the arts in
creating and reflecting culture.

Health/Personal Development
and Relationships Outcome:
Students will be expected to
demonstrate an understanding of
how different cultures view the role
of adolescents within the family.




The Program of Learning
Assessment for Nova Scotia

100

15

50

Average Mark as a Percent

25

Example Showing

No Statistical Difference

______ S S
Province Board

Understanding the Bar Graphs of
Examination Results

The bar graphs in this report were created using best statistical
practices. The bar graphs we use might seem complicated; the
following information may be of help.

Sample Scoring

The bar graphs of the Nova Scotia Examinations in English represent
data collected through sample scoring. This means a representative
sample of the English examinations that were scored by teachers
was collected by the department and rescored. In sample scoring,
there is an acknowledged sampling error, so simply looking at the
percentages at the top of the bars may be misleading.

The sampling error is represented by the following confidence
interval symbol: T. The confidence interval indicates the range of the
sampling error.

In the example on the left, the confidence interval symbol indicates
that the sampling error is +/- 2 percent. Therefore, the actual result
on the bar that reads 62 percent is between 60 and 64 percent. The
actual result of the bar that reads 60 percent is between 58 and

62 percent.

So, if a board’s results were 60 percent and the provincial results
were 62 percent, no statistical difference exists between the two
results. To be a statistically significant improvement, the bottom of
the confidence interval of the second bar must go above the top of
the confidence interval shown on the first bar.

Census Scoring

Provincial assessments in literacy and mathematics and the 2008
Nova Scotia Examinations in Mathematics are census scored. In
census scoring, the results of every student who participated in
the assessment are included in the calculation of the percentage.
Therefore, there is no sampling error and the number at the top of
each bar is an exact percentage.
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The Program of Learning
Assessment for Nova Scotia

Responsible Use of Provincial
Assessment and Examination Data

The achievements of each school, each school board, and the
province are reflected in many ways; therefore, it is important to
use the bar graphs and tables in this report responsibly. (Using
these results alone to rank schools, school boards, or teachers

is unfair and irresponsible.) The information in this report should be
considered in conjunction with school-based information.

Please note:
1. Individual student results are not released to the public.

2. If a school’s results can be used to determine an individual
student’s results, that school'’s results are not included in this
report. For example, the results of schools with six or fewer
students participating in an assessment are not included.

3. The "Number of Students” column in the assessment tables is
the number of students who participated in the assessment.
This number does not include

— students who have an Individual Program Plan in the subject
addressed by the assessment or examination; these students
follow an instructional plan that differs from the expectations
of the Atlantic Canada curriculum on which the provincial
assessment was designed

— students who were exempted from the assessment

— students who participated in the assessment, but for whom
there is insufficient evidence on the assessment to evaluate
their learning

4. Due to rounding, percentages may not add up to 100 percent.
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Nova Scotia Provincial
Assessments and Examinations






Mathematics

Mathematics

The Atlantic Canada Mathematics Curriculum focusses on four
unifying ideas:

* mathematical problem solving
* communication
* reasoning

* connections

Mathematics instruction encourages students to learn mathematics
through exploration, problem solving, and critical thinking.

Parents and guardians can assist their children’s learning in
mathematics by demonstrating positive attitudes towards
mathematics, stressing the importance of mathematics in everyday
life, and participating with their children in mathematics activities such
as puzzles, games, model construction, and daily problem solving.

Visual Arts Outcome:
Students will be expected to
explore, challenge, develop,
and express ideas, using the
skills, language techniques, and
processes of the arts.

Mathematics Outcome:
Students will demonstrate
spatial sense and apply
geometric concepts, properties,
and relationships.




Mathematics

For more information \

about the NSE

mathematics, go to

http://plans.EDnet.ns.ca

and click on Mathematics
k/'n the list on the right.

A student guide is available on our
website at http://plans.EDnet.ns.ca/
files/ns-exam-samples/math-
studyguide-grade12.pdf.

The guide includes sample
examination questions for students,
teachers, and parents.

Nova Scotia Examinations in Mathematics

The Nova Scotia Examinations in Mathematics (NSE Mathematics)
provide an evaluation of student achievement in relation to the
Atlantic Canada Mathematics Curriculum.

NSE mathematics were administered in January 2008 and June 2008,
at the end of each school semester.

Participants in NSE Mathematics

Four mathematics examinations are administered. Each examination
reflects the distinct specifications of the English and French first-
language mathematics curricula.

Students Participating in

Name of Examination the Examination

Nova Scotia Examination in English program Mathematics 12
Mathematics 12 students

Nova Scotia Examination in English program Advanced
Advanced Mathematics 12 Mathematics 12 students

Examen de la Nouvelle Ecosse en Mathématiques 12
Mathématiques 12 (CSAP students)

Examen de la Nouvelle Ecosse en Mathématiques avancées 12
Mathématiques avancées 12 (CSAP students)

Scoring NSE Mathematics

The 2008 English and French first-language mathematics
examinations were scored in regional marking sessions that were
held simultaneously in each school board. Teachers from each
school board gathered to mark student work in a fair and consistent
manner under the guidance of department staff. Individual student
results were returned to school boards within one week for
distribution to the high schools. Students are required to score

50 percent to pass. A student’s final course mark is calculated by
combining 30 percent of the student’s examination mark with 70
percent of the student’s class mark in mathematics.
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How NSE Mathematics Individual Student Results Are Used

The NSE mathematics results provide teachers, schools, school
boards, and the department with information about student
performance in mathematics. Schools and school boards use
the NSE mathematics results and classroom assessment results
to determine trends and patterns in their students’ mathematics
development and to inform instructional practices.

The department uses the NSE mathematics results to make
decisions about curriculum, professional learning opportunities for
teachers, and funding.

Understanding NSE Mathematics Results Charts
The NSE mathematics results are found on pages 16-19.

In addition to the NSE Mathematics results, each teacher has

a wide range of classroom and school-based mathematics
assessment information that provides a broad view of performance
in mathematics.

Mathematics

Visual Arts Outcome:

Students will be expected to explore,

challenge, develop, and express ideas,
using the skills, language, techniques,
and processes of the arts.

Language Arts Outcome:

Students will be expected to integrate
information from several sources to
construct and communicate meaning.

Science Outcome:

Students will construct knowledge
and understandings of concepts of

life science, physical science, and
Earth and space science, and apply
these understandings to interpret,
integrate, and extend their knowledge.
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Visual Arts Outcome:

Students will be expected to
understand the role of technologies
in creating and responding to
expressive works.

Mathematics Outcome:
Students will identify, construct,
and classify, and use angle pair
relationships pertaining to parallel
lines and their transversals to
construct and analyse graphs to
show how change in one quantity
affects a related quantity.

Technology Education Outcome:
Students will be expected to
design, develop, evaluate, and
articulate technological solutions.




Mathematics

T - Confidence
interval: see page 8
for more information.

]
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Provincial Results for NSE Mathematics 12 and Advanced Mathematics 12 (English)
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Provincial and Board Results for NSE Advanced Mathematics 12 (English)
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Mathematics

*Province and board are
same entity.

I
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Mathematics

2008 NSE Mathematics 12 and NSE Advanced Mathematics 12 * School Results
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school

and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Mathematics
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Mathematics

™~ ™ Early Elementary Mathematical
BY B

Literacy Assessments

The purpose of the Early Elementary Mathematical Literacy
Early Elementar aaondes Assessments (EEMLA) and the Evaluation des apprentissages en
Lteracy A ety mathématiques au premier cycle a I'élémentaire (EAM1¢CE) is to
provide information about individual student achievement as well
as system performance in relation to the outcomes of the Atlantic
Canada Mathematics Curriculum, grades P-3.

The EEMLA and the EAM1¢CE were administered in June 2008, to
grade 3 students.

2007-2008 2007-2008
luation des

For more information
about the EEMILA, go to

khﬁp://eem/a.EDnet.ns.ca. Participants in the Early Elementary Mathematical
Literacy Assessments

The Early Elementary Mathematical Literacy Assessments are
administered in three forms. Each form reflects the distinct
specifications of the English and French first-language mathematics
curricula.

Students Participating in

Name of Assessment the Assessment

Early Elementary Mathematical Grade 3 English Program students
Literacy Assessment (EEMLA)

Evaluation des apprentissages en Grade 3 French Immersion students

mathématiques au premier cycle a
I'élémentaire (a translation of the
English version)

Evaluation des apprentissages en Grade 3 CSAP students
mathematiques au premier cycle a
I'élémentaire (EAM1°CE)

]
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Scoring EEMLA

In summer 2008, a selection of classroom teachers, resource
teachers, administrators, and mathematics curriculum leaders from
every school board received training from the department and then
scored the student mathematics assessment booklets. Scored
booklets were returned to the department for data analysis. In the
fall of 2008, comprehensive individual student reports were provided
for each student’s grade 4 teacher. Shortly after, parent and guardian
reports were sent home.

How the Individual Student Results Are Used

EEMLA and EAM1°CE results are reviewed in combination with
other assessment information gathered at the school site. Teachers
use these results to inform teaching and to determine areas of
instructional focus.

A Mathematics Development Record (MDR) is developed for
students who did not yet meet the expectations of the EEMLA.
The MDR provides grade 4 teachers with a framework to record
interventions and monitor the progress of each of these students.

Schools, school boards, and the department use the mathematical
literacy assessment results to inform decisions about mathematics
learning and to support teacher professional learning.

Understanding the EEMLA Results Charts

The EEMLA results on pages 22-27 provide one source of
information about the mathematics achievement at your children’s
school. To provide a broader context for this information, your
children’s teacher has a wide range of classroom mathematics
assessment information that has been gathered throughout the year.

Mathematics

The Atlantic Canada Mathematics
Assessment Resource, Entry to
Three (E-3), was distributed for
classroom use to all teachers

of grade 1, 2, and 3 in Atlantic
Canada. This resource was
developed through the Council of
Atlantic Ministers of Education and
Training (CAMET).

This document will be translated
and distributed to French immersion
teachers in 2009.
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Visual Arts Outcome:

Students will be expected to analyse
the relationship between artistic
intent and the expressive work.

Mathematics Outcomes:
Students will explore, recognize,
represent, and apply patterns
and relationships, both informally
and formally.



Mathematics
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Provincial and Board Results for Early Elementary Mathematical Literacy Assessment
100

75

50

Percentage of Students

25

Province AVRSB CBVRSB CCRSB HRSB  SSRSB  SRSB  TCRSB

Evaluation des apprentissages en
mathématiques: premier cycle
de I'élémentaire
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25
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Mathematics

2008 Early Elementary Mathematical Literacy Assessment ¢ School Results
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school and
classroom achievement data. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Mathematics

Expectations (%)
Expectations (%)

CHIGNECTO-CENTRAL REGIONAL SCHOOL BOARD

*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed a d in combination with r reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Mathematics

= Evaluation des apprentissages en
2 mathématiques au premier cycle de
£ I'élémentaire de 2008 * Résultats par école

Répondent aux
attentes (%)

CONSEIL SCOLAIRE ACADIEN PROVINCIAL

19

61

86
94
88
33
89
100
89
50
73
73
50

TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL SCHOOL BOARD

88
88

*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.
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The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.







Language Arts

Language arts instruction includes the study and appreciation of
language, literature, media, and communication. It involves the
language processes of

* speaking and listening
* reading and viewing
* writing and other ways of representing

Applying these interrelated language processes is fundamental to
the development of language abilities, cultural understandings, and
creative thinking.

Parents and guardians can assist their children’s learning in
language arts by providing a positive environment that encourages
conversations and provides access to music, drama, art, a wide
variety of reading material, and opportunities to write.
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Language Arts

Visual Arts Qutcome:

Students will be expected to respect
the contributions to the arts of
individuals and cultural groups in
local and global contexts, and

value the arts as a record of human
experiences and expression.

Language Arts Outcome:

Students will be expected to
demonstrate facility in using a variety
of forms of writing to create texts for
specific purposes and audiences, and
represent their ideas in other forms
(including visual arts, music, drama)
to achieve their purposes.




Language Arts

For more information \
about the NSEs

English, go to
http://plans.EDnet.ns.ca/
content/nse-english-
12-and-english-

Kcommun/cat/ons— 12.

Visual Arts Outcome:

Students will be expected to
demonstrate critical awareness
of and value the role of the arts in
creating and reflecting culture.

Language Arts OQutcome:
Students will be expected to

use writing and other ways of
representing to explore, clarify, and
reflect on their thoughts feelings,
experiences, and learnings; and to
use their imaginations.

Nova Scotia Examinations in English

The Nova Scotia Examinations in English (NSE English) are an
evaluation of student achievement in relation to the Atlantic Canada
Language Arts Curriculum. The NSE English were administered in
January 2008, and June 2008, at the end of each school semester.

Participants in NSE English

English examinations administered to students enrolled in either
English 12 or English/Communications 12. Each examination reflects
the distinct curriculum expectations of each course.

Scoring NSE English

NSE English 12 and English/Communications 12 are scored by the
student’s English Language Arts teacher, using the department’s
scoring guide. Students are required to score 50 percent to pass
the NSE in English. A student’s final mark in English is calculated
by combining 30 percent of the student’'s NSE English mark with 70
percent of the student’s class mark in English.

Results are returned to students within a few days of the
administration. Shortly thereafter, examinations are returned to the
Department of Education.

There was no central scoring conducted for the 2008 examination.
This report provides the results of previous administrations where a
sample of examinations representing each school board was scored
by a team of specialist language arts teachers under the guidance of
the professional staff of the Evaluation Services division. The results
on the next page were published in the Minister’s Report to Parents,
2007. It is anticipated that provincial results for 2008-2009 NSE
English will be published in the 2009 Minister’s Report to Parents
and Guardians.
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How NSE English Individual Student Results Are Used

The NSE English results provide teachers with information about
student performance in English. Schools use these assessment
results to inform instructional planning and to determine the trends
and patterns of English development. The department uses the NSE
English results to develop and support literacy initiatives such as
Literacy Success 10-12.

Provincial Results for NSE English and NSE English/Communications
(Results taken from previous administrations)

100

B 76|76
50

2 I
11

—— English 12— I English/Communications 12 -

Percent Pass

Increased support for students” development as readers and writers has been \
firmly established as a priority for the department, school boards, and schools.
Literacy Success 10—12, which spans the two Learning for Life themes of
Raising the Bar and Closing the Gap, has four key components: the quality
and quantity of instructional time; the provision of professional and student
resources, professional learning opportunities; and intervention and support to
Kstudem‘s who are experiencing literacy difficulties.
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Language Arts

Sample English examinat/%
questions are available at
http://plans.EDnet.ns.ca.
Click on “NS Exams
English” and choose
“Samples-NSE English.”

For an explanation of \
how to read bar graphs
and information about
confidence intervals,
please refer to page 8.

\
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Language Arts

2007-2008
Evaluation en

littératie au premier

cycle du secondaire

2007-2008

Junior High
Literacy Assessment

For more information \
about the JHLA, go to
khh‘p://jh/a.E[)nez‘. ns.ca

To view what is expected\

of the students for the

essay writing task, go to

http.//jhla.EDnet.ns.ca

click on “Documents” and

choose “Rubric for Letter/
kEssay" from the ist.

Junior High Literacy Assessments

The purpose of the Junior High Literacy Assessments (JHLA

and ARLS) is to monitor the progress of individual students

in reading and writing, relative to a representative number of
Atlantic Canada Language Arts curriculum or French first-language
curriculum outcomes.

The assessments were administered to grade 9 students in
May 2008. Future administrations of the Junior High Literacy
Assessments will occur in late February.

Participants in Junior High Literacy Assessments

The Junior High Literacy Assessment is administered in two forms.
Each form reflects the distinct specifications of the English or
French language arts curriculum.

Name of Assessment Students Participating in the Assessment

Junior High Literacy * Grade 9 English Program students
Assessment (JHLA) e Grade 9 French Immersion students
¢ Grade 9 CSAP students

¢ Grade 9 CSAP students

Appréciation de
rendement en littératie
au secondaire (ARLS)

Scoring JHLA and ARLS

In the summer of 2008, a selection of grade 9 language arts
teachers and literacy specialists from across the province gathered
in Halifax to be trained in the use of the JHLA and ARLS writing
rubrics. The teachers then used these rubrics to score the writing
tasks of Junior High Literacy Assessments. Scored booklets were
returned to the department for electronic scoring of the reading
tasks. Individual student reports were distributed in November for
use by each student’s grade 10 teachers. Shortly thereafter, schools
distributed the parent/guardian reports.
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How JHLA and ARLS Individual Student Results Are Used

Students who have not yet met the expectations in reading or writing
on the Junior High Literacy Assessment will continue to develop
their literacy skills through classroom instruction. Grade 10 teachers
of designated courses use specific classroom teaching practices

to help students strengthen reading and writing strategies that
support learning.

Your children’s teachers also have a wide range of literacy assessment
information that has been gathered throughout the year.

The department uses the results of the literacy assessments to
make decisions about curriculum, professional development for
teachers, and funding.

Understanding the JHLA and ARLS Results Charts

The JHLA results charts on pages 34-37 provide teachers, students,
schools, school boards, and the department with information about
school performance relative to functional literacy expectations in
the areas of reading and writing.

Language Arts

When we use the word “literacy,” \ WL : — O
we mean the ability to understand, R\ 2
use, reflect on, and create a variety of
texts to function and make one’s way
independently in the world. Literacy
more widely means the ability to
effectively interpret and engage in the
world, and thereby to develop one’s
knowledge and potential. )
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Visual Arts Outcome:

Students will be expected to respect
the contributions to the arts of
individuals and cultural groups in
local and global contexts, and

value the arts as a record of human
experiences and expression.

Language Arts Outcome:
Students will be expected to explore
and reflect on culture and reality as
portrayed in media texts.

Social Studies Outcome: Students
will be expected to demonstrate an
understanding of culture, diversity,
and world view, recognizing the
similarities and differences reflected
in various personal, cultural, racial,
and ethnic perspectives.



Language Arts
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34

Provincial and Board Results for Junior High Literacy Assessments, Reading
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Language Arts
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74
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Language Arts
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Language Arts

2007-2008 2007-2008
Elementary Appréciation de
Literacy Assessment rendement en
littératie a
I'élémentaire

For more information \
about the ELA, go to
Khttp.’//e/a.EDnet. ns.ca.

Examples of the type \

of selected response

(multiple choice)

questions found on the

ELA are available in the

“Documents” section of
Khttp.’//e/a.EDnet. ns.ca.
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Elementary Literacy Assessments

The purpose of the Elementary Literacy Assessments (ELA and ARL)
is to gather information about English, French Immersion, and CSAP
student performance in reading and writing, and to identify students
whose assessment results indicate the need for additional support
in reading or writing, or both. The Elementary Literacy Assessments
were administered to grade 6 students in late September and early
October, 2008.

Participants in Elementary Literacy Assessments

Two forms of the Elementary Literacy Assessment are administered.
Each assessment reflects the distinct specifications of a representative
number of the English or French language arts curriculum.

Name of Assessment Students Participating in the Assessment

Elementary Literacy * Grade 6 English Program students
Assessment (ELA)

* @Grade 6 French Immersion students
* Grade 6 CSAP students

Appréciation de * Grade 6 CSAP students
rendement en littératie a
I'élémentaire (ARL)

Scoring ELA and ARL

In early November 2008, a selection of Nova Scotia classroom
teachers and literacy specialists gathered in Halifax and received
training to score the writing tasks under the direction of the
Department of Education. The reading tasks were then scored
electronically. Individual student reports were distributed to teachers
in January 2009, and to parents and guardians shortly thereafter.
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How ELA and ARL Individual Student Results Are Used

The results of the Elementary Literacy Assessments, together with
the results of classroom-based and school-based assessments,
provide information to students, parents/guardians, and teachers
that helps students recognize areas of strength and areas where
improvement is necessary. A Literacy Support Plan is developed
collaboratively between home and school for those students
whose assessment results indicate that they have not yet met the
expectations for reading or writing. This instructional plan supports
their continued development as readers and writers.

Understanding ELA and ARL Results

The assessment results charts on pages 40-45 provide parents
and guardians with information about provincial, school board,
and school performance relative to the expectations of functional
literacy. It is important to review these results along with other
assessment data collected by the teacher and the school.

For the purpose of the Elementary Literacy Assessment, “literacy” is defined as \

the functional reading and writing skills that a grade 6 student needs in order

to make his or her way independently in the world. In this sense, literacy is the

ability to read straightforward texts with understanding, and the ability to write
\stra/ghtfon/vard texts in a clear, organized, and correct manner.
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Language Arts

Visual Arts Outcome:
Students will be expected to

apply critical thinking and problem-
solving strategies to reflect on

and respond to their own and
others’expressive works.

Language Arts Qutcome:
Students will be expected to
integrate information from several
sources to construct and
communicate meaning.
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Language Arts

]
40

Percentage of Students

Percentage of Students

Percentage of Students

Provincial and Board Results, Elementary Literacy Assessments, Reading
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Provincial and Board Results, Elementary Literacy Assessments, \Writing
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Language Arts
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.

MINISTER’S REPORT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 2008 STUDENT ASSESSMENT RESULTS

e

—

—
.
]




Language Arts

Reading - Reading -

Met
Expectations (%)
Met
Expectations (%)

CHIGNECTO-CENTRAL REGIONAL SCHOOL BOARD

CONSEIL SCOLAIRE ACADIEN PROVINCIAL

*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Language Arts
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Language Arts

Reading Writing Reading Writing
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Number of Students

Met
Expectations (%)
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Language Arts

20072008

Early Language
Literacy Assessment

Ask Me i’estion!

Read the question.
M'Mn{hl:lqgigﬂm asking me?
'I'Hlk:“'ilrt:u 1 find my answar?
Thimk: \'I'hlrl‘dn I put my answar?
Chech: Did 1 mr:ﬁul the question asked?

Go to the next question.

In preparation for the ELLA, each
grade 3 class receives a poster with
tips to answering questions. See
http://ella.ednet.ns.ca. Click on
“Documents and Resources” then
choose “Practice Session Poster.”

Early Language Literacy Assessment

The Early Language Literacy Assessment provides grade 3 English
program teachers with information about individual student
performance relative to the Early Stage outcomes in listening,
reading, and writing.

The Early Language Literacy Assessment (ELLA) was administered
in late September, 2008.

Participants in the ELLA

Grade 3 English Program Students participate in the Early Language
Literacy Assessment.

Scoring ELLA

During the week following the administration of ELLA, grade

3 teachers used the department’s scoring guide to score the
ELLA reading and listening tasks. If a student did not yet meet
the expectations of the assessment, an oral reading record was
administered. The oral reading record provides the teacher further
information about the student’s use of reading strategies.

Shortly thereafter, grade 3 teachers gathered regionally to score the
ELLA writing tasks, under the direction of the department.

The scoring procedures used for the ELLA provided teachers

with immediate feedback about each student’'s performance in
listening, reading, and writing. This information was used to inform
instructional planning early in the grade 3 year.

After these procedures were completed, all booklets were scanned
and data was analyzed at the Department of Education. Individual
student reports and parent/guardian reports were then forwarded to
schools for distribution.
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How the ELLA Individual Student Results Are Used

When the individual student reports are issued, teachers use the

information in combination with more recent classroom assessment

information as a measure of growth since the beginning of the
school year. A Literacy Development Record is developed for
those students whose results indicate that they have not yet

met the expectations for reading or writing, or both. This record,
which includes classroom and school assessment data, provides
a framework for instructional planning that guides each student'’s
development as a reader and a writer.

Schools, school boards, and the department use the ELLA
assessment results to determine trends and patterns of literacy
development in the early elementary years and to inform
professional discussions about literacy learning.

Understanding the ELLA Results

The ELLA results, found on pages 48-60, provide one source of
information about the Early Stage listening, reading, and writing
performance at your children’s school. Your children’s teacher has
more in-depth information about individual student results in the
ELLA, as well as a wide range of assessment information that has
been gathered throughout the year.
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Language Arts

Visual Arts Outcome:

Students will be expected to analyse
the relationship between artistic
intent and the expressive work.

Language Arts Outcome:

Students will be expected to respond
personally to a range of texts and
move beyond initial understanding to
more thoughtful interpretations.

Science Outcome:

Students will be expected

to construct knowledge and
understandings of concepts in life
science, physical science, and Earth
and space science, and apply these
understandings to interpret integrate,
and extend their knowledge.
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Provincial and Board Results, Early Language Literacy Assessment, Reading
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Provincial and Board Results, Early Language Literacy Assessment, Listening
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Provincial and Board Results, Early Language Literacy Assessment, Expository Writing
100

75

50

Percentage of Students

25

Province AVRSB CBVRSB CCRSB HRSB SSRSB  SRSB  TCRSB

Provincial and Board Results, Early Language Literacy Assessment, Narrative Writing
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Language Arts

2008 Early Language Literacy Assessment * School Results

Expository | Narrative

Reading | Listening Writing Writing

ANNAPOLIS VALLEY REGIONAL SCHOOL BOARD

*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Language Arts

CAPE BRETON-VICTORIA REGIONAL SCHOOL BOARD

*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Language Arts

Expository | Narrative
Writing
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Reading

Language Arts

Listening

Expository
Wiriting

Narrative
Wiriting

CHIGNECTO-CENTRAL REGIONAL SCHOOL BOARD

*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achieveme ot use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Language Arts

b4

*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Language Arts

Expository | Narrative

Reading | Listening

Number of Students

Expectations (%)
Expectations (%)
Expectations (%)
Expectations (%)

HALIFAX REGIONAL SCHOOL BOARD

*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.




Language Arts

Reading | Listening Expository | Narrative

Number of Students

Expectations (%)
Expectations (%)
Expectations (%)
Expectations (%)

*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. D se these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Language Arts

Expository | Narrative

g | Listening Writing Writing
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*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Language Arts

Reading

Expectations (%)

SOUTH SHORE REGIONAL SCHOOL BOARD

*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Language Arts

Reading

Expectations (%)

STRAIT REGIONAL SCHOOL BOARD

*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Language Arts

Narrative
Writing

Reading | Listening
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TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL SCHOOL BOARD

*Please refer to note 2 on page 9. N-A not administered.

The information in this chart must be reviewed and used in combination with other reliable measures of school
and classroom achievement. Do not use these results as a measure to rank schools, school boards, or teachers.
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Conclusion

The Program of Learning Assessment for Nova Scotia continues to
provide parents, teachers, schools, school boards, and students
with valid and reliable data about student progress in mathematics
and literacy at a provincial, national, and international level. These
data, found within the pages of the 2008 Minister’s Report to Parents
and Guardians, complement the assessment information collected
by teachers, schools, and school boards.

The department and all members of the school community strive
to make the best use of assessment information. Working together,
decisions are made about professional learning opportunities,
funding for student and school resources, and the review of
curriculum documents.

The Learning for Life Il: Brighter Futures Together provides
information for parents/guardians and the school community
about the department’s plan for learning. This document
and an accompanying newsletter are available at
http://brighterfuturestogether.EDnet.ns.ca/.

For further information, please contact:

Public Schools Branch

Nova Scotia Department of Education
Box 578

Halifax, Nova Scotia

collince@gov.ns.ca
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Learning Assessment for
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\hﬁp://p/ans. EDnet.ns.ca.
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Appendices

Sept. 22-25, 2009

Appendix A
2009-2010 Assessment Schedule (Tentative

N—"

Appréciation de rendement en littératie a |'élémentaire Grade 6
(ARL)

Sept. 28-0ct. 1, 2009 Grade 3

Jan. 25, 2010 Senior High
Jan. 25, 2010 Senior High
Jan. 25, 2010 Senior High
Jan. 25, 2010 Senior High
Jan. 26, 2010 Senior High
Jan. 26, 2010 Senior High

Feb. 8-11, 2010

Appréciation de rendement en littératie au secondaire Grade 9
(ARLS)

Feb. 22-25, 2010 Junior High Literacy Assessment (JHLA) Grade 9

Apr/May 2010
June 1-3, 2010

Pan Canadian Assessment Program (PCAP) 13-year-olds

Evaluation des apprentissages en mathematiques: Grade 3
1¢ cycle—¢élémentaire (EAM1erCE)

June 1-3, 2010 Early Elementary Mathematical Literacy Assessment Grade 3
(EEMLA)

June 15, 2010 Senior High
June 15, 2010 Senior High
June 15, 2010 Senior High
June 15, 2010 Senior High
June 18, 2010 Senior High
June 18, 2010 Senior High

]
b4
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Appendix B

Developing School-Based
Common Assessments

School-based common assessments enable educators to gather
information about student learning that

e provides reliable information about student performance
* informs instructional planning

* promotes horizontal and vertical curriculum alignment

» fosters professional learning communities

* supports each school’s improvement plan

The Evaluation Services division of the department works with
schools and school boards to develop reliable, valid, and fair
school-based common assessments.

The following steps outline the procedures:

Step 1: Review assessment procedures and policy guides to
gain an understanding of how to develop fair, valid, and reliable
assessments

Step 2: Determine the purpose of the assessment
Step 3: Develop a work plan and timeline

Step 4: Review curriculum

Step 5: Develop assessment specifications

Step 6: Determine method of evaluation

Step 7: Develop assessment

Step 8: Monitor quality of assessment development process
Step 9: Develop scoring guide

Step 10: Administer assessment

Step 11: Score assessment

Step 12: Report

Step 13: Analyse results
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Appendices

Appendix C

Nova Scotia Assessment Development Model

All' Nova Scotia provincial assessments and examinations are
developed by an advisory group of teachers, under the direction of
the professional staff of Evaluation Services.

1
PREPARE ASSESSMENT
PLAN AND TIME LINE
{ J
2
FIELD TESTING
J
2 Y
REFINEMENT
J
a/
ADMINISTRATION
{ J
5
REPORTING
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Appendix D

National and International Assessments

Nova Scotia participates in the following international and national
assessments.

Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA)

The Programme for International Student Assessment is an
international assessment of the skills and knowledge of 15-year-
olds. Directed by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation

and Development (OECD), PISA involves over 60 countries or
economies. PISA covers three domains: reading, mathematics, and
science. Although each assessment has questions from all three
domains, the focus shifts. In 2000, the focus was on reading; in
2003, mathematics; and in 20086, science. In 2009, the focus will be
reading. In Canada, the fourth PISA assessment was administered
in April-May 2009.

Programme for International Student Assessment, Science Results 2006
600

300

Scale Score*

150

anada Nova Scotia

International

*International results are presented as scale scores, which provide a value for measuring student
performance where 500 is the international average.
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For more information
about PISA, visit
www.pisa.oecd.org.
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PISA Reading Overall Average Scores

600

450

300

Average Score

150

o I N

International anada Nova Scotia

PISA Math Qverall Average Scores
600

450

300

Average Score

150

International Canada Nova Scotia

MINISTER’S REPORT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 2008 STUDENT ASSESSMENT RESULTS




Average Score

600

450

w
o
o

150

o

The Pan Canadian Assessment Program (PCAP)

School curricula vary among the Canadian provinces and territories,
S0 comparing assessment results among these jurisdictions is
difficult. The purpose of the Pan Canadian Assessment Program

is to complement existing provincial assessments in each province
and territory, and to provide Canada-wide data on the achievement
levels attained by 13-year-old students across the country. PCAP has
been designed to determine whether students across Canada reach
similar levels of performance in reading, mathematics, and science.
The next administration of PCAP will be in the spring of 2010.

Pan Canadian Assessment Program, 2007

PCAP Overall Mathematics Scores PCAP Overall Science Scores

600

450 oo 480 479 503

w
=
=

Average Score

150

0
CAN

NS

French

CAN NS NS

English

NS

Engllsh French
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For more information \
about PCAR visit
www.cmec.ca/Programs/
assessment/pancan/
Pages/default.aspx.
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|:| Level 1

Level 2

- Level 3

]
10

PCAP Overall Reading Scores

600

NS

French

100

75

50

25

Percent Meeting Expectations

PCAP Reading Criteria has Three Levels of Performance

450
e
o
A
o 300
=
150
0 I I I
CAN NS NS
English
100

©
>
= 75
=
£
<
5l
i -
[eb]
5
g 25
&
2 16
0

CAN NS

CAN

NS

PCAP Percentage of Students Performing
in Reading at Level 2 or Above

CAN NS NS
English  French

Level 1 scores range from 0379, Level 2 scores range from 380-575, and the highest level scores,

Level 3, range from 576 and above.
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Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS)

Progress in International Reading Literacy Study is an international
reading assessment that is administered every five years to students
in grade 4. In addition to assessing reading literacy, PIRLS 2006
provided information on the impact of the home environment on
reading achievement and how parents can foster reading literacy. It
also provides extensive information about curriculum and classroom
approaches to reading instruction. The next administration of PIRLS
is scheduled for 2011.

Progress in International Reading Literacy Study, 2006

PIRLS Qverall Reading Scores

600

450

Average Score
w
=)
o

150

International NS

Progress in International Reading Literacy Study, 2006

Nova Scotia School Board Results for PIRLS
600

450

300

Average Score

150

Province AVRSB CBVRSB CCRSB CSAP  HRSB  SSRSB  SRSB  TCRSB
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For more information
about Nova Scotia’s
performance in
PIRLS, visit
http.//plans.EDnet.ns.ca.
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Appendix E

The History of Nova Scotia Provincial Assessments

1873

1931

1970s

1996

1997

1999

2000

2003

2003

2007

2007

2007

2008

2008

Large-scale assessment was initiated in Nova Scotia.
Common Examination Board (CEB) for NS, PEl, and NFLD was established.

CEB examinations were replaced with Nova Scotia Achievement Tests for grades 9 and 12 in mathematics,
reading, and science.

Atlantic Regional Examinations were administered in physics and chemistry; regional language arts and
biology examinations were used by schools voluntarily.

Program of Learning Assessment for Nova Scotia (PLANS) was implemented.

English, English/communications, and chemistry examinations were implemented on a rotational basis in
Nova Scotia senior high schools.

Biology and physics examinations were added on a rotational basis to the provincial assessment schedule.

Mathematics examinations were introduced to Nova Scotia senior high schools and were administered
thereafter in each school year.

The Elementary Literacy Assessment was first administered to grade 6 students in the English, French
immersion, and French-first-language programs. The Appréciation du rendement en littératie a I'élémentaire
was administered to grade 6 students in the French-first-language program.

The Junior High Literacy Assessment was administered for the first time to grade 9 students in the English,
French immersion, and French-first-language programs. The Appréciation du rendement en littératie au
premier cycle du secondaire was administered to grade 9 students in the French-first-language program.

The Early Elementary Mathematical Literacy Assessment was administered for the first time to grade 3
students in the English, French immersion, and French-first-language programs.

The Early Language Literacy Assessment was administered for the first time to grade 3 students in the
English program.

Mathematics examinations were scored regionally, and school-by-school results were included in the
Minister’s Report to Parents and Guardians.

A new more comprehensive NSE Mathematics 12 / Advanced Mathematics 12 Information Guide was
released in October 2008.
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Appendix F

The Program of Learning Assessment
for Nova Scotia (PLANS)

Questions and Answers

What is PLANS?

PLANS is an assessment program for Nova Scotia students. It
provides information to improve the quality of educational decision
making. It provides information to identify the needs of students so
that they can be supported.

What assessments are included in PLANS?

PLANS includes student assessments and examinations and
national and international assessments.

Elementary Student Assessment * |anguage arts, mathematics
Junior High Student Assessment * Language arts

Senior High Examinations * Grade 12 English language arts,
and mathematics

National Assessments * Pan Canadian Assessment Program
(PCAP)

International Assessments * Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA)
* Progress in International Reading
Literacy Studies (PIRLS)
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Which students are included in PLANS?

Grade 3 Student Assessment Literacy
Mathematics

Grade 4 International Assessment (PIRLS)

Grade 6 Student Assessment Literacy
Mathematics (in development)

13-year-old National Assessment (PCAP) Mathematics
students Reading
Science

15-year-old International Assessment (PISA) Mathematics
students Reading
Science

Grade 9 Student Assessment Literacy
Mathematics (in development)

Nova Scotia Examination Advanced Mathematics
Biology
Biologie
Chemistry Not administered in 2008
Chimie
Physics
English
English/Communications
Mathematics
Mathématiques
Mathématiques avancées

Who develops the assessments?

Assessments for elementary and junior high schools and Nova Scotia
Examinations for senior high schools are developed by Nova Scotia
educators. All assessments and examinations are developed following
the Nova Scotia Assessment Development Model (see Appendix C on
page 66.)

National and international assessments are developed with Nova
Scotia’s participation.

Guidelines for the development of all assessments are founded on
principles of fair testing practices and professional measurement
standards.
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Do PLANS assessments affect a student’s subject mark?

Assessments in elementary and junior high and in national and
international assessments do not affect a student’s subject marks.

Nova Scotia Examinations (NSE) count for 30 percent of a student’s
final course mark.

Who marks the assessments?

Nova Scotia English Examinations are marked by the students’ own
teachers using marking guides provided by the department.

Some student examination booklets are selected and marked by the
department to provide results at the provincial and board levels.

NSE Mathematics and NSE Advanced Mathematics (French and
English) are marked by grade 12 mathematics teachers at regional
sites throughout the province under the department’s supervision.

Elementary and junior high assessments are marked by teachers
under the department’s supervision.

How are results distributed?

A report is produced for each student assessment and examination.
The report publishes the results from central or regional marking.

Reports on the results of PCAP PISA, and PIRLS are published
following each assessment.

The Minister’s Report to Parents and Guardians is published annually
and reports on recent international, national, and provincial
assessments in reading, writing, mathematics, and science.

Where can | get more information about PLANS?

Visit http://plans.EDnet.ns.ca.
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Visual Arts Outcome:
Students will be expected to
explore, challenge, develop,

and express ideas, using the
skills, language, techniques, and
processes of the arts.

Physical Education Outcome:
Students will be expected to
demonstrate positive attitudes
toward and an appreciation

of physical activity through
participation.
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Visual Arts Outcome:

Students will be expected to
apply critical thinking and problem
solving strategies to reflect on and
respond to their own and others’
expressive works.

Music Outcomes:

Students will be expected to
examine the relationship among the
arts, societies, and environments.

Appendix G
What’s New and Upcomingy?

The Evaluation Services division of the Department of Education
assisted teachers from the Department of Justice to create an
assessment tool that provides information about the literacy
skills of youth in custody or attending community-based schools.
Teachers working with these youth are now using this information
to develop plans targeted at the strengths, skills, and struggles of
the individual learner.

Starting in 2009, the Junior High Literacy Assessment and
Appréciation de rendement en littératie au secondaire will be
administered in February, thereby providing results which may be
used by junior high schools to further inform instructional planning.

A new provincial mathematics assessment for grade 6 (French
and English) is in the initial stages of development.

The Atlantic Canada Classroom Mathematics Assessment
Resource—Entry will be distributed in 2009 to grade primary
teachers. This resource is a companion piece to the Mathematics
Assessment Resource previously distributed to grade one, two,
and three teachers.

The Evaluation Services division of the department will continue
to provide support to schools and school boards as they develop
common assessments to support their accreditation and school
improvement goals. (See Appendix B on page 65.)

The Programme of International Student Assessment (PISA)

was administered in the spring of 2009. The focus of the 2009
assessment was reading, and the results of the assessment will
provide us with information about Canada’s performance relative
to international results.

Information about the Program of Learning Assessment for
Nova Scotia continues to be updated at http://plans.EDnet.ns.ca/.
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For more information, please contact:

Public Schools Branch

Nova Scotia Department of Education
Box 578

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 259

collince@gov.ns.ca
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