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THE BAYMEN
OR Ny
THE BATTLE OF ST. GEORGE‘S QAY\. &
SEPTEMBER 10th 1798, Agk

Ly Ron. A. PIrTs

OH Raymen brave and hold of yore,

Who stress and strain of battle bure,
Whao fought the fight for Freedom's sake,—
How dared those dastard devils make
That sudden sally o'er the sea
To meet yon at St. George's Cay?

Ah, unprepared yon were Lhey thought—
No big great guns you had, or aught

Like muoekets maiming mighty men,

Or bright breast-piereing bavonets, when
They eame, full flushed with pomp and pride
To make you captives; but they lied,—

Your breasts were steeled with manhood true
And Honour nerved vour hearts' core too,
The thought of wives and mothers dear
Allowed no room for guailing Fear,—

Their challenge had but one reply—

You'd dare and do— you'd fight, you'd DIE!

Nor had the face of Fortune frowned
On those true manly hearts there found:
The “Merlin’’ and the Me:iin's crew
Had bid Jamaica their adieq,

And westward borne by gentle hreeze,
Had just reached haven at Belize,

The Spanish galleons eame in sight—

Some thirty sails arrayed for fight:

(Those Spaniards dreamt not that they then
But bearded lions in their den); £
Resolved to fight with ne’ﬂg‘t and hand, 2
Each Bayman dauntless took his stand:

And ‘By the Gods,” those Baymen swore,
“There shall be nought like plundered store

To graee a Spanish vietory,

If ever a catastrophe

Our fortune in this conflict be,

And Spain shonld take St. Gaa?m’aﬂay 3
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Those Baymen bided, unalarmed,
That dreadful order seemingly
Against their lives so grudgingly.

Their guns outranged, each Bayman stood,
Just hoping that the Spaniards would

But venture in their greater might

To grapple in a closer fight:

The wary captain kept afar

And hoped Lo win without a sear;

But Fortune's favour does not serve
The man too pluckless to deserve;
Although his cannons blazed forth hell,
Not one ghot on its target fell:

Some went to windward, some to lee,
All found their mark in briny sea.

And soon the great suspense was o'er,
When Baymen did await no more

The orders that they longed for so:
The desperate (now unwary) foe

Led on his mighty hulls to elose

And grapple with his waiting foes;

But 'twas a luckless hour in which
The Spanish captain tried to reach
A single yard his foe ships near,
For long before he was aware,

Yes, long hefore he neared his goal,
Four ships were on Montego Shoal.

Ah! what a sad and sorry plight

I'ar those who vaunted power and might—
Imposing, awful monsters onece,

All armed against each hapless chance—
But now, four hulls with erowded decks
That soon must be four mighty wrecks,

Now did the Baymen’s eannons roar

And send their shells in showers o’er,

And such an awful havoe wrought

'llfii‘)efuma;:f such earnage thought: )
adds Were of deadly game,

The Spaniards thwarte ._..th"“s-ﬁ= ¥

Among each Spanish galleon’s crew
Such chaos and disorder grew,

No sailor and no eaptain knew

What step to take, what next to do,
And now “All lost, all lost'" some eried,
While some from terror must have died.
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*But. when they remched the hated foe,
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The frightened Spaniards all fal baek
Ratreating from their flerce attack;
Rut, ten 1o one. with hearts renewad,
The Spaniards fought, the fight epsued
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In one respeet they were the same,
For wheu the end of hattle came
It was the same old biv of rag—
¢ same vietorious British flag,
* That triumphed over land and sea
To bid the braye vet to be free,

Sons of Hondura  ob sing you aloud
i's brave how much you are proud:
who fought and discharged their great trust,
wlies now mingle with Earth's fertile dust,

that this land, which by blood they acquired,
h%ve you that freednm their hra»e hearts maplrcd

3me the humaze their stor) insplres

'man, the black man, the master, the slave
v must he numberad and listed as brave;
Whenevar you lift up your glad hearts to sing,

Ok, mingle “The Baymen' with “God Save the King”,

Ist Seprember, 1923,
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The following lines, written, set Lo musie and sang, all by nat_ivei
born descendants of the brave old Baymen, show the spirit in which
the Colony views this most honourable episode in its history.

Song of Honduras, the spirits of your sires

Will weleome the homage their story inspires:

Those Baymen who fought and discharged their great trust,
Whose bodies now mingle with Earth's fertile dust,

All died that this land which by blood they aequired

Might give vou that freedom their brave hearts inspired.

Sons of Honduras, oh sing vou aloud

Of your forebears so brave how much you're proud!
The white man, the black man, the master, the slave—
All, all must be numbered and listed us brave.
Whenever vou lift up your giad hcarls to ging,

Oh mingle "“The Baymen'" with “God Save the King.™

AN ACCOUNT OF THE DESCENT MADE BY THE
SPANIARDS ON THE SETTLEMENT OF HONDURAS
IN THE YEAR 1798

MENTION having been made in the preceding pages of the good
conduet of the negroes of Honduras in resisting the attack of
the Spamarcis on that Settlement in the year 1798, the Printer of
this “Defence’’ eannot forego the pleasure he feels in extracting
from the columns of the Ropal (GGazette of that year the account,
whiech was then published, of this gallant affair; and, although it 18
without the knowledge and sanction of the Magistrates, he trusts
that it will, notwithstanding, meel with their approbation, He is
the more induced o do this, from the eonsideration that this Book
will#fall into the hands of many who are unaequainted with the
circumstances; and he coneeives thal so honourable a testimony, not
only to the gallantry of the small band of white settlers, but also to
the devation and zeal of rhe negroes in the defence of their masters’
lives and properties, ought to be rescued from oblivion, and brought
before the view of the Members of the Imperial Parliament, Lords
and Cnmmcx{ the People of Great Britain, and thefr Fellow Colonists
in these eli
KinostoN, Jamalca, November srd, 1798,

Captain Edwards, of the sloop "Happy Return,”” which arrived
at Black River on Saturday last from Honduras, with Despatebes for
Lord Balearres, eame to this town on Thursday, and brought with
him letters, containing accounts of an unsuceessful attack mude by
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i
and we expected a small relaxation from military duty, hut a seonts
boat last night brought information that the enemy are again colleet-
ing at Bazil Jones's Channel, the same pluce where they were at the
date of my last. We do not know the exact loss of the enemy, but
it must have been econsiderable; we did not lose a man. Captain
Moss gives credit to the spirit and conducet of our little flect, which was
manned by very few white men, of little or no experience, the rest
all negroes. I observe the exact state of the enemy's fleet, as coles
ted at Cape Catouche, detailed in your Gazetles, and it appears
strange, if that acecount be eredited, that no attention was paid to us,
nor even a vessel sent to inquire whether we had fallen to so supe-
rior a force or notl. The two frigates mentioned in that account
approached no vearer than Cozumel. from whence, we learn, they
returned to La Vera Cruz. [ cannot conelude without observing,
that if we do not svon receive further foree and supplies of all sorts
from Jamaica, we must ingvitably fall.”

Ertract of another letter, dated 25th September, 1798

""We have been for two months under arms and martial law,
with a powerful foree of the enemy in our neighbourhood; several of
their armed vessels were seen from our houses many duys eannonad-
ing our armed craft—this armament first were heard of on our coast,
a little to the Northward, on the 18th of July. Their heaviest gun-
boats and armed vessels came from Campeschy with a considerable
number of troaps. When the Yueatan forces under Captain-General
O’Neil were ready, a junction was formed, and the whole approached
near the Key Channel; we have reason to suppose they intended to
possess themselves of St. George's Key, and throw up works there
to harass us at leisure.  Qur first step, therefore, was to destroy all
the houses on it; we then armed five of our eountry sloops and
schooners with nine and eighteen-pounders in the prows and smaller
gung in the waist, with seven of oor logwood flats, secured with ad-
ditional timbers, manned with 16 or 20 men each, and mounting a
nine-pounder; these were fitted and equipped as well as the shortness
of the time would admit, and that small foree, with the ‘‘Merlin"
sloop of war, took their station in the channel at St. George's Key,
in order to dispute thal passage with the enemy. We knew it was
the only way they eould come to attack the town, without going roand
by sea to English Key, und in attempting that they would be seen by
our little fleet, who could have come inbefore them by the ingide chan-
nel, except the “Merlin,"" that must have followed them, und had an ad-
vantage at sea. In this station our eraft remained in sight of, and
very near Lo, the enemy’s foree for several days; some of our vessels
oceasionally approached and eannonaded the enemy without receiving
injury, or, I believe, doing much to them, until Monday the 10th of
this month, when several of their armed vessels, under full sail, came
forward very boldy to attack our little fleet; nine of their largest
gun-vessels fmuununse each two 24-pounders, besides smaller eannon)
commeneed the engagement, and continued a very brisk and heavy
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been attacked by a flotilla, eonsisting of 31 vessels, having on board
2,000 land-troops and 500 seamen: Arthur O'Neill, Governor-General
of Yuecatan, and a Field-Marshal in the service of Spain, commanded
in person. | have great satisfaction in transmitting the letter of the
Lieutenant-Colonel by which Your Grace will be informed that this
armament has been repulsed, and the expedition entirely frustrated.

The Lieutenant-Colonel speaks in the handsomest manner of the
conduet of Captain Moss of His Majesty’s ship “"Merlin,”" and of the
swonderful exertions of the settlers and their negpro slaves, who
manned the boats,

The conduet of Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow, and of the settlers,
in putting the port of Honduras Bay into a respectable state of
defence, as well as the gallant manner in which it was maintained,
rives me entire satisfaction, and it is with pleasure that I report
their services to Your Grace,

I have the honour to be, &e., BALCARRES.

To His Grace the Duke of Portland.
HonDUurAS, Seplember 24vd, 1798.
My LORD,

After the date of my last_, despateh of the 11th, 14th, and 2isé¢
August, by the express boat ""Swift,” I continued to strengthen our
flotilla, which now congists of —

"No. 1. “Towser,”” one gun, 18-pounder.
No. 2. “'Tickler,"” one gun, 18-pounder.
No. 3.. ""Mermaid,”” one gun, 9-pounder,
No. 4. “‘Swinger,” four gunsg, 6-pounders, and two guns,

4- poundels

No. 5. “Teazer,” six guns, 4-pounders,

Besides eight flat gun-boats, carrying each a Y-pounder in
the prow.

Nosg. 1 and 2 are commanded by Mr. Gelston and Mr. Hosner,
Masters of merchant-vessels, who, with some of their crews, volun-
teered the business in a very handsome manner. To those gentle-
men I am much indebted for their able and active services. The
Masters and erews of all the other vessels consist entirely ef volun-
teers from the Colonial troops, and together amount to 354 men now
on float. The enemy was so well watehed by seout-boats and canoes,
that not a single movement could be made by him without know-
ledge; and, finding that he aimed at the possession of St. George’s
Key, the armed vessels Nos. 1, 4 and 5 were sent to that place to
guard the narrow channels leading to that commeodious harbour.

On the 8rd September the enemy endeavoured to foree a pas-
sage over Montego-Key Shoal with five vessels, twe of which earried
heavy metal, but was repulsed; He renewed his attempt on the fol-
lowing day; but our little squadron, being now reinforced by six gun-
hoats, beat them off with great ease, and the five vessels returned to
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S but were rapulsed, njipurently with loss. On this ,, 85 u.ell
I.Ite twn preceding dayd, the Spanisrds expendéd an immense®
ity of ammunition to ng manner of purpose; white our people
't\l:!\n-l_y little, bul with a‘aleadmm which sur passed . my

B hnpes.

peain le in His Majesty's wmp “Merlin,” left big anchur- *
Helize on l.he evening of the Gth, and arrived at 8t Ceorge's
! ';w;m on the 6th of September. The Spanitrds haying
ge through the leeward channels’ impraetieable,. had
welg‘h on the morning of that day with their whale (leet,
with & view of foreing a passage - thraugh the windward
J pagsage, to the Eastward of Long Key; bt on seeing
" beating into the harbour of St (rtwsru-n Key, -and
was re-inforeed by the'srimed vessels Nost 2 a3, -and
nsboat, they returned to their former am.hnraue between
and Key-Chappel.

ow of apinion that the enemy. would alter his ‘nde nf
endenvour to make 2 landifk on the main land to the
| of our posts, 4t the Haubover.  Under this idea | beghn
pemall vessels sod gun-dats, in which 1 meant to smbark

b 200 mien, including detachment of His Majesty's 680 and Gth »
fest-India regiments, and of the Roynl Artillery, with ane hw‘fﬁn

i two fiekd-pieces, §-pounders.  With this foree it was my m
n 20 block np: the ehanuel botween the Main and the W

int of Hicks’s Kays, and to obstruet as much as possible a landing
that quarter; or, if foiled in both of these ubjects, to throw the

- ength into the works at the Haulover, and to) dg{ahﬂ“fﬂu
e dast extromity;- while & body of experienced. bﬂs men, sl

ta; #nd under orders for that purpaae, should- ha m l;he
: ’—iuﬂfmr of the enewy, M

ﬁ':thg_mt tning of Monday, the mrh :if b«pu-mb -fl R t‘lf Wp
4 I of the Sproish feat weighed dnehor, ‘4#d ac Him " elncke,
_tn about o mite and mli distant ‘from our ‘fleet.  Captain
_mieant to delay thintrack ull ‘%’
hem gobi under weigh alisul oon.  The _' .

: ‘, e bow, and twel 18 pounders ih
M-MQH thevest from eiebt tn?ﬂ;*-'
S:;»:w‘fdiék The fﬁthear‘ e -,
. m mithi t?{
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Our fleet was drawn up with His Majesty's ship “"Merlin'’ in the
centre, and directly abreast of the channel. The sloops with heavy
guns, and the gun-boats in svme advance to the Northward, wera on
her Bastern and Western flanks.

The enemy came down in a very handsome manner, and with a
good eountenance, in a line abreast, using both sails and oars.  About
nalf after two o'clock Captain Moss made the signal to engage, which
was obeyed with a cool and determined firmness, that, to use his own
expression to me on the oeeasion, would have done eredit to veterans.
The action lasted about two hours and a half, when the Spaniards
began to fall into confusion, and soon afterwards cut their cables
and sailed and rowed off, assisted by a greal number of launches,
which took them in tow.

Captain Mass, on seeing them retreat, made the signal for our
vessels to chase: hut night coming on, and rendering a pursuit too

dangerong in a narrow channel, and difficult navigation, they were
suoon after recalled.

At half after three in the afternoon, 1 received a letter from
Captain Moss, stating that the enemy was preparing to attack him,
and requiring all the assistance which I counld give. I immediately
ordered as many men to embark and proceed to his assistance, as
small eraft to carry them eould be procured. The alaerity shown on
thiz occasion was greal indeed; but, as a requisition of this nature
was by no means expected, the necessary arrangements had not been
made for so speedily embarking the troops, and of consequence some
irregularity ensued; for the cannonade being distinetly heard, and a
eertainty of an engagement haying taken place, it became impossible
to restrain the eagerness of the Colonial troops, who, possessing
canves, dories, and pit-pans, without thought or retrospeet of those
loft behind, hastened with impetuosity to join their companions, and
share their danger. Hence arose diffieulty and disappointment to the
regular troops, who being under arms, and anxious to proceed with
all expedition, suffered delay from want of the necessary boats and
eraft to embark in,

As roon as I saw 17 craft of different deseriptions, having on
board 200 men, set off with orders to rally round the “Merlin,” 1
immediately joined them in hopes of assisting Captain Moss and
harassing the enemy; but although we were only two hours in get-
ting on board the “Merlin,”” a distance of three leagues and a half
in the wind’s eye, we were too late to have any share in the action.
But 1 am of opinion, that the sight of so many craft, foll of men,
coming up with velocity, hastened the return of the enemy, and that
their appearance on the following day, as well as the junction of two
armed ships, the “Juba" and “‘Columbia,” which T had ordered
round to St, George’s Key on the 9th, induced the fleet to prepare
for returning to their respective posts. The Spaniards remained
under Key-Chappel until the 15th, on the morning of which they
made various movements, and in the course of the day some of them
anchored under Key-Caulker. On the morning of the 16th, it was
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“they had stalen off; eight of their largest vetsels got
stood Lo the Northiward; the reraiuder, being 20 in
ped their eourse for Baccalar.

g every reason ig believe that the enemy suffered much
of the 10th, as well in kilied and wounded s dn the
‘ finpof the vesseln engaged; and T'am haupy to inform
“Lordship that we had vot g single wan bury, and thataoinjury:
ne to any of our vedsels, deserying of nutice,

# woulﬁ be uniusl, My Lornid, to meptions the oames' “of any

: t,her of the Military or Miiitia, onaceonnt of any pRrtienlar
formed by Usem, for the conduet of all Lelag sach as to
best thanks, uo particular Mstinction can be madel

i ‘dﬁnqmaﬂ&ry for we to suy soything rgs;-mtmt L.np;nin
penstefition in :ilacoverinu. and activity in defeating, the
amy, his coviness and steady cunduet inactipn, pofnt

o [I‘m:“ of very great merit. - He firet suggosh 16 me
great nse which might he made of gonbouts s . the
o gave me much sssistanee by the artifickrs .}eionprg mw
fitting tham out. 1'am happy to sdy thit the maost cor-
Lion has alwaye existed between us. | Ou the 18th"inat.
bt bwo seout-canoes, well manned, with order to e
fleet in the night, and prrcaedmg to the Ndrthward, to
first sthall vessel they could fall n with. On the lﬁth
sl ;me‘ker boul with Bve hands, whep tuking oot
ra dec., and destroving the boat, they returded here
¥ d&y-hu"h‘t of lhat day the canoes ware “entangled
Iga'Spanish ﬂeet peidr Savanng Quay ufd Teseaned

edition. was commanded by &x thur O'Neﬂ L Field-
& arinier of Spain, and Captain-General of the Provines

The Campéachy fluet was eommanded by Cap Shis
. dwn thousand soldiers were embueked, nnfrfittrib'- ol in
g the ditnensions of the vessels, on board of mm
. Wuteﬂ of:—

The vessals which mude the attack, m numb‘-r.
Réssrve of equal force o

9
SIS0 )
A large sioop of equaiforgs, nnd shx schmmum,_ - #

not so farge, hut armed io the samie manner & 0 X
{ s those which came diwn to the atiack,
anil, dratwing too much water. remained
with the t: -amsmt'-ts and sigtusiiems
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And navigated by 500 seamen, principally from the Havana
und Campeachy.
I am, &e., THO. BARROW,
Lieutenani-Colonel Commandant,
To the Earl of Balcarres,
{(True Copy.) BALCARRES.
ADMIRALTY OFFICE, January 22nd, 1799,

Brtract of uw letter from Viee-Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, Kunt.
Commander of His Majesty's Ships and Vessels al Jamaica, to Evan
Nepean, Esq., dated on board His Majesty's ship ~Abergavenny,” i
Port Royal Havbour, the tith November, 1798.

-
;
9
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SIR,

You will be pleased to aequaint The Right Honourable the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that I have received dispatches frem
Capt. Moss, of His Majesty’s sloop ““Merlin,"" dated Honduras, 27th
September, a copy of which, deseribing the defeat of the Spanish

P 1 R W
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flotilla, is herewith enclosed. 2
“MERLIN" ST. GrorGE'S KBY,

" September 27th, 1798. 1

SIR, 4
My letters hy the “Swift” schooner, which sailed from Hondu- ,g

ras express on the 21st of last August, have informed you of the
enemy's force intended for the reduction of this Settlement, and
their situation at that time; sinece which our look-out canoces have
watched them so closely, that all their movements were made known
to me as they happened. On the 4th of this month they were visible
from our mastheads at Belize, and the look-outs reported to me 31
gails of all descriptions; but their exact forece by no means certain.
The next day six of their heaviest vessels attempted to force their
passage over Montego-Key Shoal, by putting their provision and stores
into other vessels. Had they effected this, it would have secured
them all a passage to Belize over shoal water, where I could by no
means act. [ ordered three of our armed vessels to annoy them in
their endeavours, which suceeeded so far as to occasion their remo-
val at dark, and a small channel they had marked by driving down
stakes was also taken up by our cances. I now clearly saw that
their next effort would be to get possession of St. George’s Key,
from which place (only nine miles from Belize) they might go down
through the different channels leading to it, and continue to harass
the Inhabitants and destroy the town at their leisure, and drive me
from my anchorage there, This determined me to gain the Key be-
fore them, if possible. 1 therefore left Belize on the evening of the
bth. and secured this place, at the instant 12 of their heaviest wves-
sels were attempting the same; they hauled their wind and returned
to Long Key, on my hauling my wind towards them. They eonti-
nued working and anchoring among the shoals until the 11th, at the
the distanee of three or four miles; when having made their arrange-
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P, nineh],ls of sloops an.i sehoopers, carrying 42°
\ineinding two 24-pounders and two 18-pounders ‘shoh
La#dmm with alarge [aupch astern of each, foll of men,
h thechannie! leuding to usin u vary handgomaeont
ler vessels lay to windward, out of gunshot, fullof
@ remainder of thelr squadron at Long Key Spit t0 wait.
gh of which carried small prow guns, with swivels foreand
“past otie pu,, seeing their intention to board the Lty
“thut they muant Lo eome no nearer, but had spehiored, 1
esignal to engage, which began and eontinned nesr two hours’
et their cablesand rowed and towed nff. by aigual, in preat
aver the shoald. I had placed the "Merlin'' ag near tha
a8 possible, um'l nothing that I had was equal to folluw
ortad by the "Merlin,”” At durk they regained thelr
ad continwed in sight till the Loth at nlght, when they
alight Southerly wind., Some are gone to Baccalar,
opets taken' report others to Campeachy. T &m happy
service walh performed withoul a man kiiled onour
_y 1 think must bave suffered much from the great
on board, and the precipitate manner they made
i armament was commanded by Gen. O Neill,
u'tthe Pm?hue lroopa and sailors includod abnut 2,500

I'he behuvfacr of the Ofﬂcara and crew of His Ma:-«-tyk th&
e greal plensure, and, had we had deep water to follow the
asany of them would have fallen into our hands
thenegro slaves that manned our smbll ersits was w
the good management of the daﬂ’erant Gnmmsnd_",__
Mlt . ’ii‘_' el

’I‘wo tloops. wit.h.om- 18-pounder snd 25 men ench 35 A

One sloop, with dde short S-pounder and 256 men each,

4 Two gehooners, with six t-povnders and 26 men sach, ‘b = ....r
" Seven gun-flats, with one 9-pounder and 16 men each '

57 bave the henour ta ey 341'- '_
JOHN R. H&‘Sﬁ.
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EXTRACT FROM
“AN ACCOUNT OF THE BRITISH SETTLEMENT
OF HONDURAS”

Hy CAPTAIN HENDERSON, of His Majesty’s 5th West India Regiment,
Printed by and for C. & R, Baldwin, New Bridge Street, London, 1809.

-“THE gence His Majesty entertained of the united exertion of
the navy and army, and the settlers, he wus pleased to express by
directing the following communieation to be made to them through
Lientenant-General the Earl of Balearres.''
Extract of a letter from hiz Grace the Duke of Portland to
Licutenant-General the FEuarl of Balearres, daled, Whitehall, 8th
February, 1799.

"My Logrn,

"I had great pleasure in laying before His Majesty the account
yvou trapsmitted of the defeat of the Spanish Flotilla, in its attack
upon oonr Settlement of Honduras,

“The able and judicious conduet of Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow,
and Captain Moss of the 'Merlin® sloop, the bravery of the troops
and seamen under their respective commands, and the spirited exer-
tions of the Settlement in general, on thiz vceasion, have been such
as to receive His Muajesty’s approbation, which your Lordship is
hereby directed to signify through Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow,
together with the just sense His Majesty entertains of their gallant
and meritorions conduet,’’

(A true extract.) (Signed) BALCARRES,

CELEBRATION OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BATTLE OF ST. GEORGE’S CAY.

~The following reprint of the Editorial of the Colonwial Guardian,

a newspuaper now defunct, which was edited by the late Dr. Fred

Gahne, w talented physician and journalist, is worthy of being
placed on permanent record in the annals of British Honduras,

COLONIAL GUARDIAN
Belize, Saturday, April 2nd, 198
&AL.‘(F.S POPULI SUPREMA EST LEX.
'I"HE subjeet of the celebration of the (‘entqniry of the Battle of
St. George's Cay is now oecupying the public mind. That such

an event ought to be celebrated by the inhabitants of British Hon-
duras with some pomp and circumstance goes without suying; for ‘
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behind their masters in enolness and undaunted eourage, although they
expected to win no vietory. That such a vietory was won against
oyverwhelmivg odds is matter for thankfulness to the Almighty,
That vietory was to British Honduras what the defeat of the Spanish
Armada was to England. It freed both alike from the chance of
coming under the grinding tyranny and oppression of Spain. That
we have not suffered during the last hundred years what all Latin
Ameriea for long suffered and what poor Cuba is now suffering is
due to the heroism of the vietors of the battle of St. George's Cay
on the 10th September, 1798, whose glorious deed of “derring-do”
may the inhabitants of British Honduras ever keep in grateful
remembrance.

Tt

SHOULD THE SPANISH SPEAKING INHABITANTS
OF BRITISH HONDURAS CELEBRATE THE
ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BATTLE OF ST. GEORGE’S CAY.

A large proportion of the population of British Honduras consists of
Spanish speaking peoples, decendants from Yucatecans, Mexicans,
Maya Indians and sprinkling of Spaniards. It has been contended by
certain people that it is not reasonable to expect these Spanish speak-
ing people to join in commemorating the anniversary of the Battle of
St. George's Bay which was fought in 1798, for they would then he
celebrating the defeat of their forebears. This is an extraordinarily
narrow minded reason and contrasts most unfavourably in certain
respects,

In the first place there is not only no evidence that the Spaniards
who were defeated off St. George’s Cay on the 9th and 10th Sep-
tember, 1798, were the Ancestors of our present Spanish speaking
population, but there is every reason to believe they were not.

The Expedition, the defeat of which took place as already men-
tioned, did not come frem Yucatan but Havana, It would be ab-
surd, therefore, to suppose that our present Spanish speaking popu-
lation are descendants from settlers in Cuba,

If the idea emanated because some of the people have a small
pereentage of Spanish blood in their veins, and, therefore, ought not
to take part in the celehration, it is a preposterous one.

The love of Religious and Civil Liberty should be above the
. prejudices of race; and the really true lover of freedom, whether he
‘ be of English, Spanish, or of any other extraction, rejoices when an

oppression of a tyranny ha:‘ah@gn overthrown.

The teachers of children should remember and remind their
pupils that the cause for which the Baymen fought in 1798 was the
same cause for which the noble Priest nf Dolores, the highminded
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A UNIQUE INCIDENT IN HISTORY.

HE PBattle of Saint George's Cay which was fought on the 10th

September, 1798, is interesting not only to the people of Hritish
Honduras but to the student of history every where; for it is unique
in human history and illustrates a unigue condition of things. Itis ‘
the first time as it will probably be the last,{ in the history of the
world in which Slaves and Masters fought side by side for a common
country and to keep away a common enemy. In other eountries
where slavery had existed, on the contrary, Masters had to keep
wateh and ward over their Slaves to prevent slave insurrections—the
fruit of man's inhumanity to man—from sweeping them from the
face of the earth™ This state of things was not due to the Masters
in British Honduras being any better than British Masters were any-
where else, or due to any religious seruples; but it was the direet 4
resnlt of the need of the Masters for the protecting arms of their
Slaves, without those hearty co-operation British Honduras, would,
to-day, have been groaning vnder blighting Spanish despotism. To
have attempted to illuse slaves armed and diseiplined and aceustomed
to fight would have been to put the lives of the Masters in greater
peril than from even Spanish incursiond No doubt the dependence
on their Slaves created in the minds of their Masters regard for their
defenders: and the kindliness to which this gave rise reacted on the
slaves and produced reciprocal kindliness and inereased loyalty; so
that ultimately their relations more resembled the relations of High-
land Chiefs to their humble Clansmen than to West Indian or American
Slavery, When emancipation came, therefore, it was to some extent
nominal freedom—The lesson which should be learned from the
VICTORY by the inhabitants of British Honduras is that they should
stand
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regardless of race, ereed, colour or class—to be just to each other
and they will have no cause to fear anything. -
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desire that it should, then v take such steps a= may
. ng about the same in o proper and suitable manner.
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when they beard that dapger threatened their masters’ works and
bomesteads and the elouds were accumulating in protentons masses
over the Bay, abandoned their peaceful homes and safe retreats in
the bush where they were working and rushed to the assistance of
their masters, and there assembled around their masters in foree and
numbers, armed with machetes, axes and muskets; some, in the ab-
sence of a hetter weapon of defence, armed themselves with “‘pork
and do boy'’ sticks, sharpened to a needle like point, and all right
loyally and devotedly declared their intention, to aid in beating off
the Spaniards or dving with thelr masters in the confliet then evi-
dently near at hand.

After the battle, Captain Moss of the *'Merlin’® in reporting the
oceurrence, wrote that the spirit of the Slaves that manned the
small crafts was wonderful, and the good management of the dif-
ferent commanders did them great eredit., It appears that when
the Spaniards were ﬁufﬁcient?iy near, Capt. Moss gave a signal to the
Baymen and slaves to engage, and he stated that the order was obey-
ed with a eool and determined firmess which would have done eredit
to veterans.

COn the 10th of September, next, will be just 100 years since
that victory, and 1 hope that that event will not be allowed to pass
this vear unheeded and that not only this, but each year after this,
the day will be duly observed.

1 was asked to take the chair on this oceasion as [ am somewhat
specially interested in that memorable day. My father was born at
Bt. George’s Cay in 1795 consequently was only 8 yvears old at the
time of the battle, but my grandfather James Usher with his slaves
took a very active part and fought on that oceasion.

Certain resolutions will be moved which I hope will meet with
the general approval, the matter is one that affects not only a few,

nor a class of persons only, but it affects every individual now living
in this Colony,

The victory was gained by united efforts and on united efforts

must now depend a proper celebration and commemoration of that
eventful day.
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the event of sufficient interest to be celebrated and eommemorated?
To some persons the mere faet that this Battle transferred the
sovervignity of the soil to Great DBritain would of itself be enough
to decide the matter. To my mind this is too narrow a view to taka
of the event. I say this advisedly. For even if this happy result
did net follow, there would vet be ample reason and cause both to
celebrate and to eommemorate the Battle. This is an event which
ean afford to be judged of withoul reference (v material results;
without reference to any national guestion. It is one we can all
approach on the one common ground of bumanity,

For the eentral faet of this Battle is that masters and slaves
stood SHOULDER T0O SHOULDER to fight the foe; the slaves re-
jeeting the offer of freedom held out to them as an incentive to bes
tray their masters. Whether these masters and their slaves fought
for us or against us, or whether we had nothing to do with the matter,
ig, for the present, at least, beside the question. I submit it is the
ecommaon privilege of humanity to admirea gallant act by whomsoever
it. may have been performed. Had this act been performed thou-
sands of miles away by men having no connection with us whatever
we would admire it, and regret that we could not find some excuse
to do public homage to the memory of those engaged in it, But
mark you, the scene of this noble and gallant deed lies at our very
doors, and the deseendants nf those who performed it are in our
midst. Do yow now need any exeuse to eelebrate and commemorate
the date? Emphatically no. But let us not speak of exeuses, when
we have reasons to offer.

We, loyal subjeclts of our Sovereign Lady, the Queen, we,
I say,

Saxon or Dane, or Norman, We
Teuton or Celt or whatever we be;

¢laim it as our birthright to eelebrate an event which is typical of
the manner in whieh our magnificent Iimpire had been established.
For shortness, we speak of this Empire as FEngland but it is natgr
inglish men alune who have shed their blood on its hehalf. Welsh
men, Irish men, Scotch men, Asiaties, Africans, men of all raees,
imen of all ereeds have stood gide by side to strike a4 blow and be
stricken in the sacred canse of our common country. From the
annals of other parts of the Empire, it is true we may be able to
produece somewhat similar incidents. But, however similar inei-
dents may be, our loeal incident differs from all others in that the
men who stood side by side here stood in relalivnship to one another
of master and sglave. And remember the slaves had every induce-
ment to act atherwise. For not only was the offer of freedom held
out to them by the invader but every act of preparation by their
masters for the coming conflict showed that the issue they expected
was defeal and exlermination,
But, Gentlemen, it is not merely our privilege as men and our
Eirthright as British Subjects to celebrate and commemorale this
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fidelity was more honourable than life with falsity even though it
were conpled with freedom. They demonstrated this by their uely
for they stood SHOULDER TO SHOULDER with their masters ta.
meet what seemed certain death. It is this gallant and heroic act we
ask you to celebrate and commemorate, and which we kold to be
the duty of evervaope to celebrate and commemorate.

But, it may be urged. one third of our fellow Colonists belong
to that race who were the invaders in 1798. Can they join' hands
with us in the matter? Where is the difficuity? Our Yucatecan
fellow countrvmen themselves threw off their allegiance vo Spain and Y
not long after offered the sovereignity of their country to Great
Rritain; uand to-day they enjoy what their fathers wished to enjoy,
the rights and privileges of British Subjectz. And this the celebra
tion of & National event, local though it be, comes within thdaﬁé'f-‘
pights, It would be unworthy of ourselves and ungenerous and
unjust to our Yueatecan fellow subjects even to think that they y
would not join hands with us on this oceasion. The proud chivalrovs
blood of their aneestors would rebel in theiv veins if they refused ro
do honour for an act of hervism. Depend upon it, Gentlemen, that =
our Yueateean brethren, descended as they are from a proud,
generous and chivalrous race will yield a seeond place to no one 1&%‘
appreciation of a gallant act. 1

After what 1 have said, Gentlemen, I submit you should have
no diffienlty in adopting the RESOLUTION I have put to you; so 1
need pursue that subject no further. But permit me to say a few
words on my own hehalf. '

To celebrate and commemorate an event money is necessary.
Do not rest satisfied with merely passing this RESOLUTION, but
work and strive to procure the wherewithal to give effeet to it, 1In
this matter let our watchword be SHOULDER TO SHOULDER in
honour to those gallant fellows who stood here SHOULDER TO
SHOULDER 100 years sgo. Then when the daf of celebration
comes, let us cheerfully and joyfully yield toour ereole brethren ﬁ
first place, and let us rally vround them right loyally to do honour ta
their ancestors. Let us render unto Caesar the things that are
Caesar's 2 %

As to how the event is to be commeworated; that will depend
upon the deecision of those vou may appoint to give effeet to your
wishes, and upon the ways and means at their disposal. Let us work to
obtain come tangible evidence of our appreeiation of those who come
sinking every other consideration stood SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
in the common cauke. But allow me to suggest o very simple way
to perpetuate the memory of this event. Not to supplant other
methods of commemoration but to supplement them. Adaopt as the
motto of this Colony the words

‘.. SEOULDER TO SHOULDER
so as to keep the memory of this gallant deed ever green.  Then in
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1 feel that an easy Lask has been mlplﬂcﬂ upr e this evening
in moving the RESOLUTION that stands in my name, for | am
~gertain that it has only to be #ead o mect with the instant appmvgl
of every native of this Colony.

The resolution is sg follows:=— A
“That His Excellency the Governor in Counecil be
moved Lo direet that the 9th and 10th days of Sep-
tember, 1898, be celebrated and kept ny publie hclidm
as bheing dn)s of local interest,’ ]

The importance of this resolution lies in the fact that as ‘the
Iaw stands extraordinary holidays may be directed by the Gover
in Couneil to be celebrated and kept only upon oceasions of natloaﬂ |
or loeal interest. '

To argue the guestion as to whether the anniversary of the Bate
tle of St. George's Cay is an oceasion of loeal interest or not would
be a work of supererogation. If any argoments were needed they 1
have been abundantly supplied in the remarks that have fallen from
our worthy chairman, from Dr. Eyles, and the other speakers, { ~
shall not therefore waste your time by any further arguments by 1'
think it may be interesting as bearing on this point if T shy
relate to you one or two of the ineidents which took place befoma
the battle and which illustrate the patriotism which the inhubitants
then displayed. T have not had leisure Lo vead over very carefully
the history of that time as it is to be found in the records of the
Settlement but what little I have seen all goes to prove the intense
patriotism whieh actuated and animated Lhe old Baymen of 1798,

It is quite true that at one time the Settlers had almost: lost
hearl. In June, 1797, the question of evacuation of the Settlement
was serjously debated in the public meeting and was only lost by a ma-
Jority of 14 votes in a total number of 116 votes. When we consider,
however, the perilous ecrigis in which thev had for so long found
themselves we ean hardly hlame the inhabitants for =0 nearly p;wmg
up what looked to them so unequal a struggle.

Ever since the beginning of 1797, if net sooner, the whaole
effective force of the Settlement had been collected in Belize and
martial law had been almost continually in operution. The slaves
being assembled in Belize the plantations were left untended and
provigions beeame so searce that the inhabitants were compelled
again and again to apply to Jumaiea for assistance, and, at one time
was almost decided by the Commander to H M_S. Merlin to withdraw
from the Settlement on account of the diffienlty of proeuring *‘Bread-
kind'' for his erew. The records eontain many references to the
eagerly expeeted arrival of vessels from Jamaica with provisions, and
the in_habitants seem Lo have lived a hand Lo mouth existence ekerd
oul by the establishment of temporary provision grounds near Belize,
which were *uﬂ.tﬁnt to furnish thew with half rations.
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when all fear of the Spaniards had passed away they obtained pay-
ment from the British Government, to the owners of the houses
destroved ul St. George's Cay or compensation to the extent of
22600 Jamaica Currency.
I huve now much pleasure in moving
“That His Excellency the Governor in Council be moved
““to direet that the 9th and 10th days of September, 1888,
“be celebrated and kept as publie holidays as being doys of
“loenl interest”,

ADDRESS DELIVERED BY MR. SYDNEY
GOWER WOODS, BARRISTER-AT-LAW,

AT A PubLic MEETING HELD AT Riversipg HaLn, NorTH FRONT ST,
BELIZE, ON WEDNESDAY Gth APRIL, 1898, TO CONSIDER
THE CELEBRATION AND (COMMEMORATION OF THE
CENTENARY OF THE BATTLE OF
ST. GEORGE'S CAY.
THIS ADDRESS WAS DELIVERED ON BEHALF OF THE REVD. FATHER
CASPAR LEIB WHO WAS UNAVOIDABLY ABSENT.
It may be mentioned, en passant, that Mr. Woods was the first
native of British Hondurvas to qualify at the English Bar.
His career was both brilliant and suceessiul,

THE Committee of convenors has seen fit to select me to present
one of the resolutions to be submitted to this grand meeting to-
night. Why their choice should have fallen upon me or why they
should ask me to put before you this particular resolution was not
mine to enquire. ‘Mine not to question why, mine but to bow and
comply.” o

We are assembled for a very interesting discussion, the celebra-
tion and commemoration of a great action, a glorious event of one
hundred years ago. Great striking occurrences, having excited
temporary admiration, often pass away and are forgotten,hecause
they leave no lasting results, affecting the property of communities,
Of the ten thousand battles which had heen fought; of all the fields
fertilized with carnage; of the banners which had been bathed in
blood, of the warriors who had hoped that they might rise from a
field of conquest to a glory as bright and durable as the stars, how
few continue long to interest mankind! Victor and vanquished
presently pass away to oblivion, and the world holds its course, with
the loss only of 8o many lives and so much Lreasure,

But if this is frequently, or generally, the fortune of military
achievements, it is not always so. There are enlerprises, military as
well as civil, that sometimes check the current of events, give a new
turn to human affairs and transmit their consequences through ages.
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Boards are invited to co-operate, Why? The event we are to celebrate
is the very basis on which our Government is founded. Where would
Her Majesty's Crown Colony of British Honduras be but for the
glorious victory of St. George’s Cay? Where would our efficient
Distriet Boards throughout the Colony be were it not that the success
of that battle secured for us a government in which District Boards
are a possibility.

With such a genial and energetic Governor as we are blessed
with at present, and a council compoged of men to whom the interests
of the eolony are their own, it would seem invidious to sdy: —“The
peaple you govern intend to celebrate an event which is the most
glorious in their history and we ask you to aid™us i in making this
celebration a success! Should we not rather say:—"How can we
asaist you in eelebrating and commemoraling the establishment of
vour authority. What can we do to bring it Lo a suceessful issue?
And to the Boards to whom interests of the various districts have
been entrusted, should we not say: ‘‘How can we promote interests
by asgisting you in a worthy celebration and eommemoration of the |
foundation of our independence and freedom'?

However, as a committee of convenors have taken the matter in
hand and their objeet is to encourage the people of the colony to
celebrate and commemorate the centennial of their final deliverance
from a foreign power. They have wisely decided that it should be
a popular demonstration, a eelebration by and for the people, whilst
at the same time recognizing the importance of harmonious aetion of
Government and people they call upon the authorities that be, the
Government and the Distriet Boards for their assistance,

i s
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avery one can undoubtedly help to make the eelebration and commemo-
ration of that peculiar historieal day an unqualified success.

II' I may be allowed to trespass on your time a little longer 1
would like Lo say a few words to the ambitious vouths of my country.

You have had your minds almost lost in amazement by the fervid
eloguence to which you have listened to-night, on the greatness,
grandeur, and glory of the British Empire; but where are you? and
what are you in that glorious Empire?  Your hearts have been filled
to-night with the desire to hand down to posterity a befitting
commemoration of that September day, but vou, the youth of this
countey, are the musters of that posterity.

You are the rising generation of a new opder of things, the
old inhabitants and organizations have passed or are passing away.
You will be called upon to perform duties, probably great duties:
see Lhat you fit yonrselves for them, that they may be greatly
performed. This is your inheritance.

I know, alas! there are those even in this hall to-night, who are
believers in the "'can any good eome out of Nazareth® doctrine, who
will tell you it is wicked for you to aspire. To such I would advise
ve say, "'Gel thee behind me Satan.”

He who enters the world must find his level, but rest assured the
man that does not aspire is destined perhaps to grovel. The bond
slaves who fought at the battle of St. George's Cay and side by side
with their masters sustained that eonfliet, did so with an endurance
and fortitude not inferior to their masters could not have been with-
out aspiration, else you would not be here to-night toseek to do them
honour, They recognize the two fold bond, duty and (idelity. We
are told that glories of human greatness are but plessing dreams
and shadows, soon decaying; and its truth none will hardly deny.
But who would not prefer fame to life: vet the consciousness of
beroie deeds is preferable to the most widespread celebrity.
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F’EEEBOM AND LIBER'I'\"

. nu@er a flag that is & symbol of the mnst:
alige’ ,q:a diberty and of the wmost untratpmelled
" This isdve to the heroes who, fur three fays,
pverwhelming odds %kgep the fest of the tyrants
ing thesoil of British Hondoras, [ndeed, the
.'I Wi to this Cnlnm v.h at the d\s-l’mt ui’

Have ul ;hetr Iims b(mn Lt rhe pmmch&n of the
tad e egris of Englisk law, do net thally redlise
diﬂgt‘amt their lives would he uhder the
'ﬁut more paviicularly ander the Span-

¥

he law ahawn hv aI} from %hn; *nvermgg on the
n the ﬂuughﬂl Ieis th‘:sx. :-mmlpd wi‘th Lhe

g‘fw tha f.sllnwin;: Hlustmnuu of nnr
LR, lhv q}ﬂl‘l‘]mh Oratoy -and Statesman, t:nmihg :
Lo FREAT BRITAIN exelaimed, after stidying
& fatter— “Ohl Country of my etornal admira-
vof that freedom and the profection of the law,
or 't what they are i Franra, Republie thopeh it
OO years age, Pitt, afterwards Earlof Chatham was
ve, the Spauvish Ambassador;, w at he vonstdered
Eﬁgllanmen should be most proud of; and the great
) r&"fﬂmd “The personal jiberty of the qthec *oand refer-
: é’amnat burtier’s hut—whose partially vrroofed eondition
trs oferd their attention--seidthat the winds and the raine
that miserable hut but'not the KING OF LN&:LAND

uqtfﬂ*. Fhm NA'TWT‘UF'P\THI L .ifi,P'r qmd,-. ingr
passed a successful examinatioti for the lndian  Givil
nd,hﬁ“{aw, was entitlad to.s post therein.  Some orie informs
: tary of State tbat the deciaration made by the Hindoo pf
. nnder 23 Years was false. The Seeretary of State called on
the Hin for ‘an explanation, and was told by him that, by the
Qﬂm Calendar, he was over 22 Lut that by the European Calendar
waider 22 vears, and (bl as the' deelarition of Britieh competi=

re made nnder the latter hie was justified in doing the same.
ml’}' of State therenpon refused toappoint him to the office
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for which be had sueceessfully eompeted, Ttis safe tosay that, under
like circumstanees, the Hindoo would have no means of redress
against so powerful a Minister—we believe it was the Duke of Argyle
as the Seeretary of State for India—in any other country in the
world. What could this uninfluential, friendless Hindoo do against
a member of the Cabinet, supported by a majority in Parliament and
by the confidence of hisg sovereign? What he did do was very simple,
He gecured the services of able eounsel and obtained a writ calling
on the Seeretary of State (o show cause why the Hindoo should not
be installed in the office for which he had suceesstully competed.
The Seeretary of State's Counsgel failing to show cause, the Court
nrdered the Secretary of State to install the Hindoo in office; and the
great Duke of Argyle had Lo comply with the order of the Court.

In many countries—particularly in the neighbouring Republics—
LIBERTY, EQUALITY AND FRATERNITY are not only loudly
proclaimed but are, to a very great extent, embodied in beautiful
Iaws which are tlequpntlv. very frequently, more honoured in the
breach than in the observance. Paper laws and constitutions are
altered and repealed; and new and better ones substituted therefor—
to be again, to a great extent, ignored. And this goes on from year
to vear. This contrast ought to make us thankful that we live under
a Government that respeets the law and causes it to be respected and
under which—Crown Colony though it be and deprived of political
power though the Colonists are—the most extensive eivil and religious
]1herty is enjoyed in equal degree by the richest and the poorest, by
1 by every denomination.

Colonial Guardian 16th April, 1898,

- —————

DDORESS DELIVERED BY THE HON.
F. M. MAXWELL,

3LIC MEETING HELD AT RIVERSIDE HALL, oN 17th
OCTOBER, 18U8.

vi aalry an and Gentlemen:

¢ was originally called and now meets to attest and not
words only our sympathy with the calamity which has
olilen our ellow eolonists in the neighbouring Tslands. But, before
er tpoa that subjeet, it is right that we should first deplore

: and express our qm‘r{'.-wmg sympathy with the grief

ahen | w and orphan of the wise and good man who has been
Audoie aken from us. Even in the midst of their grief it can-



o buminm-ﬂ ot’thn ild"uﬂll’in"l ana pespeet
vel one wes rogurded by all whe car-e ‘0 epntact
il ‘the whole town, nay, the whole (olony, save
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jontonghis miatler; vt 1 cannot help
“yrast wisde heen shewn in the choice that has
Wmtha&frkndx are parrial snd whan friend speaks
Iy iﬂt hts eloquence, however @rnest higleonvie
the ts he guotes, we canuot help discounting
ng thatsome allowancs must be magde becanse
. But, gentienten, you see in me onawho haa
iiullly apposed | 1o Mr, Logan.  Such oppgsition is
wo members oF tha savie professfon A/A amall
o has lofy (his Caltir v, and with w‘}(*‘n.‘hw
vitable npoosition beiween uk | was on feien
& e ot hus -ﬁl‘mu&u.oamuven.rt slresprof hip s 'ri’iieu
Y, “ToF M. Magweil ydr his o natant antagmois .
msm bies .‘u 'ﬁl ul: whul. twg‘ht have m.. L.ul.

'I.hc'v S 0 [m:r il mu iR aﬂt:ln'vnts
} Besirily he ertirely in the nppuafh' direction® The
ich 1 hear to my deceused frign and npponent Afler the
18 yewrs, after havine tried ki in evary poshihle
wch' posuible situativu is that be' was o en of the pbst
nmt of honpur, o man whose word was i ayRry
| preat wer, a lawyeér whote tlioealwh
et wpplleation o the prindiples of lrw wouldinn-
n# rgerEphere, - whore Bis Ladents wanld hove had wore
od him even greater eradiv and groater py nnid
distinetion than Were whera they could only rarvely a4
h. shown. . You sll know that he wrs . ahl advoeste; &
aker who oo any snbject eonld delight and instruct an angic e,
Lknow how even in the turmeil - mo slight one of alnwyer’s
el hig even teanpur, his affable. friendly ways; show
e he wae to tisten aud do juetice to the compluintd of
wmest, saerificing s own tiwe and his own éase wiihoub passhi-
g or thought of main and pethups paving the way 1o the sndden
ke whigh withont & moment’s warning terminated his caresr, |
and muny of yomunust sxnow, of sserec acls of genegesity
ich, the' péver avich man, L baadone, and which wis aever meition-
Lhimbat which have come w light thre” the gratitade of thoze
enefiited, "Above all - you knew himi 85 & man who a-lupwi !:hia.'l-
plony 85 his homie and who desived and strove foritaprosperiy. ing.
no mmn born i this u:lm of & long line of Crecle
eve: surpussad. - Hi @H& veas iy Belze shie at n')ltizm*
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were confined to the Colony and he never wished or cared to leave it.
This patriotism eoupled with his great natural gifts, his amiable
conciliatory disposition, hig upright character entitled him to a promi-
nent position, in fact the lead in all public matters and the oftener he
spoke or acted in any public matter the more deeprooted and wide-
spread was the esteem with which he was held. As a Forester, |
may be excused in speaking of him specially as a Forester, he desired
to benefit and improve the people and strengthen and advance not
only his own but every Friendly Society. Every member will remem-
ber certain wise and farsceing proposals which he made for the
governance of all Friendly Societies in Belize, proposals which were
never carried out but which I trust sincerely will some day be
universally accepted. As a member of the Legislative Couneil he
brought to every question long experience and sound judgment and
strove at the saerifice of his own time and in the midst of his other
cares to advance and maintain in every way the interests of the Colony.
As a member of that Council and as the law officer of the Crown 1
know perhaps better than any other what an irreparable loss the
Government has sustained hy Mr. Logan’s death. Time does not allow
me Lo Lrace Mr., Logan's eareer from the time when in 1886 he
weleomed me Lo this Colony to the evening, the fatal evening of the
12th, when for the lasl time I saw him still in harness drilling some
Volunteers, without so far as1 know the slightest premonition of the
doom, which, within a few short hours, was to snateh him from us.
I ean only say in a word that this Colony has lost one of the best
citizens it ever had and every man within this town and many a man
heyond it has lost a sineere friend and an able eounsellor, T there-
fore move:—

"_’l‘hat this meeting expresses its deep sense of the loss which
“the Colony has sustained by the death of the Hon'ble Robert
"“Henry Logan and its heartfelt sympathy with his widow
“and family in their affliction.”

The motion was seconded by Hon., B. IFairweather and adopted
unanimously.
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MEMORIES OF ST. GEORGE’S CAY

By JonN Rozen CUTHRERT,
Oxford, England,

Eon of the How. Sydney Cuthbert, M.I.C., O.B.E., J.P, and
Mrs. Cuthbert of Belize.

Oft have I lain in those dear days of old
And watehed the sunlight play with wanton glee
Among the palm fronds, and, with beams of gold;

Make myriad twinkles on a dimpling sea,

The waving music of the palms aloft,
The long blue rollers breaking on the reaf,
Like distant thunder, mufMled, deep, and soft,

Soothed me to slumber, sent my soul relief,
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Bank

The only bank in the Colony is the Belize Branch of the Royal
Bank of Canada of which Mr, C. R. Beattie, J. P., is Manager.

Finances -

The revenue of the Colony during the year 1926-27 totalled
$1,116,400 of which 61% was derived from Customs, 18% from In-
ternal Taxation, 6% from Government Property and 16% from other.

The expenditure during the same period was $1,040,500.

The total revenue received during the last 15 years totalled
§12,800,000.,

The surplus balance on the 31st March, 1927, was $254,500.

Steamship Communication

The United Fruit Company boats call al Belize twice weekly,
sometimes oftener, to and from New Orleans and Mohile and monthly
from New York,

The Canadian Government Merchant Marine calls every three
weeks from and to Montreal or Halifax,

L

The Harrigon Line from Liverpool ealls about onee a2 month,

Throughout the yesr steamers are nearly always in port loading
mahogany for the United States or Europe.

F— — i ——
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