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COMANCHE 202 FOUNDATION 

Washington State Non-Profit 

Federal non-profit 501 (c) (3) 

Mailing address:   403 Garfield St. S., Tacoma, Washington 98444     (253) 536-9080 

Email   COMANCHE_202@hotmail.com 

Directors and Officers: 

~ President, Joe V. Peterson, M. A. 

~ Vice President, Randy Corrigan, USCG Capt. (ret.) 

~ Secretary, Tom Payne 

~ Treasurer, Scott Larsen 

Advisors: 

~ Alan Steinman, RADM USCG/USPHS (ret.) 

~ Dick Levesque, RMC USCG (ret.) 

~ Doug O’Dell, President USCG Tugs Association 

~ Ron Paddock, recipient USCG Coast Guard Medal for heroism 

~ Pete Bennison, owner, MV Modoc Pearl (formerly ATA/WMEC 194 USCGC Modoc 

~ David Howard, former owner/operator commercial tug Comanche 

USN ATA 202 Awards, Citations and Campaign Ribbons, World War II 

    
 Precedence of awards is from left to right 

  American Campaign Medal – Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal (with 1 star) – World War II Victory Medal 

 

 
Flag Hoist/International Radio Call Sign: 

November - India - Lima - Alpha 

USCGC Comanche WATA/WMEC 202  Awards, Citations and Campaign Ribbons 

 
 Precedence of awards is from left to right 

National Defense Serviced Medal  - Coast Guard Battle Efficiency “E” Ribbon – Coast Guard Sea Service  
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Sotoyomo Class Auxiliary Fleet Tug 

 

USN ATA 202 Wampanoag c1940s      USN photo 

UNITED STATES NAVY SERVICE  c.1944-1959 

The Comanche was the former Navy Sotoyomo-class auxiliary ocean tug ATA-202.  She was laid down 

on 24 August 1944 at Port Arthur, Texas, by the Gulfport Boiler & Welding Works.  She was launched on 

10 October 1944 and commissioned on 8 December 1944.  

Specifications: 

Displacement  610 t.(lt)  860 t.(fl) 

Length   143’ 

Beam   33’10” 

Draft   13’2” 

Speed   13 kts 

Complement:  7 Officers, 42 Enlisted 

Armament:  One single 3”/50 gun mount, two twin 40mm gun mounts during World War Two. 

Propulsion:  2 - Cleveland V-12s diesel-electric engines, 9’ 4-blade single screw. 

 During the Second World War the U. S. Navy began to order large heavy duty ocean-going tugs, 

particularly for the purpose of towing naval vessels damaged and disabled in combat.  Eighty-nine ATA 

tugs were built by end of the war.   After commissioning, ATA 202 proceeded via the Panama Canal to 

the Pacific reporting for duty with the Pacific Fleet Service Squadron 10 in support of the Okinawa 

campaign at Ulithi atoll, 4th largest atoll in the World and during the later part of WW-II one of the 

largest Naval bases in the world. ATs (tugs) were almost indispensable to have at hand at logistic 

anchorages or in reserve support of invasions. They performed noteworthy service.  ATA 202  was 

awarded one battle star for towing battle-damaged ships out of the line of fire to US Navy facilities for 

repair.  She returned to the United States in September, 1945.   ATA 202 began duty in the 11th 

Naval District at San Diego towing various US Navy vessels and barges as needed.  She was 

reassigned to the Atlantic Reserve Fleet's Texas Group in March 1946 and named USS 

Wampanoag on July 16, 1948 and placed out of service in the Atlantic Reserve Fleet.  
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Art work by Doug O’Dell, USCG Tugs Association 

 

Significant dates: 

�    Planned and authorized as Rescue Ocean Tug (ATR-129.)  

�    Reclassified Auxiliary Fleet Tug (ATA-202),15 May 1944  

�    Laid down, 24 August 1944, at Gulfport Boiler & Welding, Port Arthur, TX.  

�    Launched, 10 October 1944.  Commissioned, USS ATA-202, 8 December 1944.   

�    During World War II ATA-202 was assigned to the Asiatic-Pacific Theater, participated in 

   Okinawa Gunto operation assault & occupation, May 1945; awarded one battle star.  

�    Named USS Wampanoag (ATA-202), 16 July 1948  

�    Laid up in the Atlantic Reserve Fleet, Texas Group, Orange  

�   Loaned to the US Coast Guard, 25 February 1959 and placed in commission as Cutter      

Comanche  WATA 202 (WMEC-202.) Struck from the Naval Register, 1 June 1959.  

�    Decommissioned by the Coast Guard, 30 January 1980  

�    Sold for commercial service to David Howard, Tacoma, WA in 1991.  

�   Comanche 202 Foundation formed spring 2007 for its preservation & continued service. 

�  10 October, 2007, Comanche’s 63rd “birthday”, formally received as gift from Mr. Dave Howard. 

 

World War II Battle Star 

Comanche  is one of the last remaining World War II era USN ocean-going multi-purpose ATA tugs 
with an outstanding service record during World War II and two decades of continued 

excellent service in the U. S. Coast Guard. 
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USCGC W202 Comanche c1959-1967        USCG photos    USCGC WMEC 202 Comanche c1968 -1980 

 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD SERVICE  c.1959-1980 

 In February of 1959, USS Wampanoag was loaned to the U. S. Coast Guard by the U. S. 

Navy.  With the growing demand in shipping and fisheries the Coast Guard needed additional sea-

worthy vessels to provide marine distress assistance and readiness to engage in Federal Law 

enforcement.  The Coast Guard selected two such identical ATAs from the Navy.  They commissioned 

ATA-202 Wampanoag as the USCG Cutter Comanche WATA 202 and later changed to WMEC 202, 

and from the reserve fleet at Olympia, Washington, the ATA 194 as USCG Cutter Modoc (WATA/WMEC 

194.)   WMEC in the Coast Guard nomenclatures means Medium Endurance Cutter of which the 

Comanche and Modoc were the smallest of their class.  Other Cutters with the names Comanche and 

Modoc preceded these two “new” Cutters in the Coast Guard. The Coast Guard intended to maintain the 

tradition of naming their tough tugs after Native America Indian tribes.   On 1 June 1969, the Navy 

permanently transferred Comanche to the Coast Guard, at which time her name was struck from the 

Navy list.  (Both Cutters Comanche and Modoc are now civilian vessels in the south Puget Sound of 

Washington State; Modoc was converted to a luxury yacht Modoc Pearl in the 1990s and Comanche 

was donated to the Comanche 202 Foundation in October, 2007.) 

 Coast Guard Cutter Comanche was first home-ported in California USCG District 11 and later 

USCG District 12, where she was assigned to law enforcement and search and rescue patrols as well as 

the re-supply of remote light stations and lightships for the purpose of maritime safety and navigation.  

She became a well known Coast Guard vessel along the Pacific coast, a standard bearer of the Coast 

Guard’s motto Semper Paratus -  “always ready”, rendering assistance to numerous ships, fishing boats 

and recreational vessels and Federal law enforcement service.   

 Examples of Comanche’s routine multi-purpose services’ included assisting the 523-foot tanker 

SS Cottonwood Creek after it became disabled with fire in the engine room.  The Comanche responded 

and towed the disabled vessel to a safe anchorage.  That same year the Comanche responded to a 

distress call from the Japanese freighter Kokoku Maru after the freighter collided with another vessel.  

One Japanese seaman was killed and the other 43 crewmen abandoned their ship and were rescued by 

the Comanche.  Over her twenty year career as a Coast Guard Cutter Comanche patrolled and stood at 

the ready for countless hours.  She rescued those in distress, fought fires, enforced Federal maritime 

laws and drug laws, and patrolled the foreign fishing fleets off the coast of the United States.  Cutter 
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Comanche  gave the first U. S. ‘notice of a violation’ ever given to a foreign fishing vessel on the Pacific 

Coast fisheries. 

 In 1967, Comanche returned to the Atlantic coast and was stationed at Corpus Christi, Texas, to 

1969, duplicating many of the services it rendered in the Pacific.  Comanche returned to the west coast in 

1969, home ported at Eureka, California for the remainder of her Coast Guard career continuing her 

service to mariners and fisheries until she was decommissioned on 30 January 1980. During this period 

of service, Comanche and its crew were awarded the coveted Coast Guard "E" Ribbon which denotes it 

won the efficiency competition.  Comanche retired with honors and dignity from its 36 years of services to 

the Nation. 

 

    Art work by Doug O’Dell, USCG Tugs Association 

 

 
Photo Dave Howard 

COMMERCIAL SERVICE 1991-2000 

After a decade of sitting idle by the Sacramento River, CA, the Comanche was acquired by Dave Howard 

of Toledo, Washington for private commercial tug service in the early 1990s and moved to the Puget 

Sound of Washington State.  Comanche soon became one of the largest commercial tugs on the Puget 

Sound, towing a wide variety of commercial vessels from Mexico to Alaska, as well as on the Puget 

Sound.  In 2000, she laid up in Tacoma, Washington, where she was later discovered by the Coast Guard 

Tug Association and the National Association of Fleet Tug Sailors.  
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Tug Comanche at anchor, Tacoma, WA c 2006  Photo Joe Peterson 

COMANCHE’S HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

 Comanche is believed to be the most complete ATA tug afloat in its original configuration and 

equipment as built sixty some years ago.  In late 2006, Dave Howard, the owner of the commercial tug 

Comanche, approached US Coast Guard and Navy veterans and organizations with respect to the 

preservation of the vessel.  That began the process of exploring the possibilities to save Comanche for 

future generations.  The U. S. Coast Guard Tug Association and the National Association of Fleet Tug 

Sailors became interested in Comanche’s status in Tacoma, Washington.  The American Fleet Tug 

Museum in San Francisco Bay inspected Comanche in Tacoma in March of 2006 and declared her to be  

“…the last un-altered vessel of her class…” 

 The historical importance of the Comanche being one of the last original ATA tugs afloat, and one 

of only two utilized by the U. S. Coast Guard is significant.  Comanche still has much of its original 

equipment from 1944 in operating condition.  The mechanical equipment is complete and in remarkably 

good order for its age and use.  Original spare parts are still in inventory on board the vessel, the solid 

steel hull is sound and dry.  Historically significant documents from original builders’ drawings, 

specifications, maintenance and service manuals as well as files of ship board documents relating to her 

service in the Coast Guard and as a commercial tug are found on board.   

 Retired U. S. Coast Guard Rear Admiral Alan Steinman, on his first visit to Comanche in May of 

2007, observed that Comanche was a ‘floating museum’, and a potential platform for further use in 

marine safety and survival training.  Admiral Steinman will be one of Comanche 202 Foundation’s 

advisors on matters related to its educational role and safety training role.  While examining the many 

various documents on board Comanche at the Port of Olympia docks in May, 2007, Admiral Steinman 

and retired U. S. Coast Guard Captain Randy Corrigan, discovered papers that were signed by Mr. 

Corrigan when he was the executive officer on cutter Comanche 30 years before!  Numerous such 

vintage ephemera are on board still.  Captain Corrigan is serving as the Comanche 202 Foundations 

Vice-President.  (See section on directors beginning on page 7.) 

 The historical role of Comanche 202 is well documented, not only by its physical existence but 

also in the lives the many who once served and worked on board her.   
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THE COMANCHE 202 FOUNDATION  

 After the successful moving of Comanche under her own power from Tacoma to Olympia, 

Washington without incident, in January of 2007, and suitable due diligence, the Comanche 202 

Foundation was incorporated in the State of Washington on May 19, 2007.  On September 11, 2007, the 

Foundation was approved by the IRS as a non-profit organization 501 (c) (3), Public Charity Status 170 

(b) (1) (A) (vi).  In October, 2007, Comanche was donated to the Foundation.  

 A seasoned and experienced team of directors, officers and advisors has been assembled to 

direct the affairs of the Foundation.  The goal of the Foundation is to ensure the restoration, preservation 

and operation of Comanche.  She will be staffed and operated primarily by volunteers, many of whom 

were at one time crew members on its decks or on very similar vessels.  Experts in various fields of 

marine safety, natural science, USN and USCG service and regional history will staff the educational 

aspects of Comanche’s new life.   She will be used in a number of roles: 

a) as a maritime educational platform on sea survival; shipboard safety; seamanship and 
other training in nautical arts and skills;  

b) will be made available to Sea Cadets and Scouts programs, Coast Guard Auxiliary, and 
others;  

c) will be accessible to the general public as a National Historic Ship. Tours of the ship, static 
displays, scheduled under way cruses and demonstrations will be among the many 
aspects the public will experience when they visit the Comanche;  

d) former crewmembers, their families and those who served on similar ships will be able to 
relive a part of their youth and share their experiences with others;   

e) to perpetuate and memorialize the service of ATA (WMEC) type vessels and those who 
served in them in the naval and military services of the United States of America; 

f) to seek out those who served on her and similar ships;   

g) to foster good will and fellowship among members by local events;   

h) to serve as a repository for information and artifacts concerning its service and that of the 
U. S. Coast Guard and similar ships in the United States and Puget Sound in particular;   

i) to acquire and preserve the historically significant documents and artifacts on the vessel 
for study and research and display them to the public; 

f) to encourage other similar activities and organizations, particularly veteran’s activities;   

g) to publicize the contribution of such vessels and conduct programs for charitable, 
scientific, literary, historical and educational purposes; and 

h) function as a historic naval vessel for memorial services and burials at sea (ashes.) 

Such operations to preserve and utilize such a marine vessel are time consuming and costly.  Work will 

need to be done to insure her adequate performance as a historic ship into the future.  The role of the 

foundation is to provide direction, management and marshal the support required for these activities. 
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COMANCHE 202 FOUNDATION OFFICERS, 

DIRECTORS AND ADVISORS 

 

Director and President 

Joe V. Peterson, M.A., Instructor, Military College Programs, Pierce College, Ft. Lewis U. S. Army and 

McChord Air Force Base, Tacoma, Washington.  Joe has had a life-long experience with the Coast Guard 

beginning with his father during World War II who was on the USCGC Taney December 7, 1944 at 

Honolulu, HI.  (see http://www.uscg.mil/news/wwii/wwii.htm )   

 Joe joined the Coast Guard in August, 1965.  He was a crew member on USCG Cutter Modoc 

WMEC 194, the identical sister ATA to the Comanche, as translator to the Soviet Fishing Fleet from June, 

1966 and to August 1969.  He was also the Modoc’s Special Sea Detail Helmsman (SNBM) and made 

more than 30 patrols along the Pacific coast. An article about his Russian experience was featured on the 

TAM Coast Guard Channel.  (See http://www.coastguardchannel.com/CGC/images/getInt/Stories/RussiansAreComing.pdf ) 

Joe has also been a co-host for the USCGC Modoc reunions on board the luxury yacht Modoc Pearl at 

Gig Harbor, WA. 

 From 1993 to 2005, Joe was in instructor for Army Family Advocacy Programs, Ft. Lewis, WA 

and Madigan Army Hospital Behavioral Sciences.  He was also the principle behavioral management 

instructor at the Regional Corrections Facility (military prison – Federal Corrections.)   Joe especially 

enjoys working with active and retired military and veterans of all services and has received several unit 

citations and commendations from the U. S. Army for his services.    

 Joe became involved with the Comanche in March, 2006, when he began to inquire about its 

status on behalf of the American Fleet Tug Museum.  In January, 2007, Joe took the helm of Comanche 

as she was moved under her own power from anchorage in Tacoma to the Port docks of Olympia.  Joe 

sees Comanche as a ‘living, moving, operational nautical museum’ with a lot more to offer in service of 

the nation and its people.  He brings to the Foundations many years of experience in directing and 

management.   He is a member of the Coast Guard Tug Association, the National Association of Fleet 

Tug Sailors and the Foss Working Waterfront Maritime Museum in Tacoma. 
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                     Photo by Joe Peterson 

Director and Vice-President 

Randy Corrigan, USCG Captain (retired) was the Executive Office of Comanche from 1976 to 1978. 

(Photo is of Capt. Corrigan in his old XO quarters on Comanche in 2006.)   Capt. Corrigan graduated from the 

U.S. Coast Guard Academy in 1973. His first assignment was as a deck watch officer in USCGC 

MINNETONKA (WHEC67), homeported in Long Beach, CA; staff officer in the Information Systems 

Division at Coast Guard Headquarters in Washington DC; Commanding Officer of LORAN Station Biorka 

Island near Sitka, AK; Executive Officer on USCGC COMANCHE (WMEC 202) homeported in Eureka, 

CA; Commanding Officer of Ship Training Detachment Five in Alameda, CA; Operations Officer in 

USCGC STEADFAST (WMEC 623), homeported in St. Petersburg, FL; Commanding Officer of the 

Pacific Area Training Team in Alameda, CA; Executive Officer in USCGC VENTUROUS (WMEC 625), 

homeported in San Pedro, CA; Chief of the Pacific Area Current Operations Branch (N31) in Alameda, 

CA; Commanding Officer in USCGC ESCAPE (WMEC6) (ex-ARS 6), homeported in Charleston, SC; 

Senior Coast Guard Liaison Officer to Commander, Training Command Pacific in San Diego, CA. 

Commanding Officer in USCGC HAMILTON (WHEC 715), homeported in San Pedro, CA. Chief of the 

Maritime Operations Division (N3) for Coast Guard District 17 in Juneau, AK; and later as the Chief of 

Plans (N5) and Coast Guard liaison to the U.S. Navy's Western Hemisphere Group in Mayport, FL.  His 

personal awards include: three Meritorious Service Medals, two Coast Guard Commendation Medals, 

three Coast Guard Achievement Medals, and the Coast Guard Expert Pistol Medal. Captain Corrigan 

retired in 2000 and makes his home in Olympia, not far from where Comanche is today.    

             

USCGC WMEC 202 Comanche in dry dock, 1977.  Photos by R. Corrigan 
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Director and Secretary 

Tom Payne is known as the ‘founder of the modern’ Canadian short-line railway industry.  Tom began his 

career in the railway industry in train service with Canadian Pacific Railway in the early 1970s, and later 

qualified as a locomotive engineer.  In the mid-1980s, after taking a keen interest in short-line railway 

operations in the United State, Tom began a three year quest to operate ‘his own’ railway company.  This 

quest involved lengthy regulator work and approvals, obtaining an operation charter from the Alberta 

government, and finding, financing, and purchasing a suitable railway line segment to operate. In 

November 1986, Mr. Payne's dream was realized as the Central Western Railway Corporation began 

operations of the former Canadian National Railways Stettler Subdivision between Ferlow Junction (south 

of Camrose) and Morrin, Alberta. Mr. Payne was at the throttle as the first train of grain rolled through the 

old railway terminal of Big Valley, Alberta, on its way north for interchange with the CN.  Central Western 

Railway Corporation grew to include an extensive grain-gathering network in central Alberta, and 

eventually became RaiLink Ltd., which was the third largest railway network in Canada until being 

purchased by RailAmerica, Inc., in 1999, Mr. Payne retired from the RaiLink group in 1997 to pursue new 

interests. His foresight, dedication, and pioneering efforts paved the way for the modern and vibrant short 

line railway industry that transportation network in Canada enjoys today.  Tom brings to the Foundation 

organization qualities and expertise in the vintage mechanical equipment as found on Comanche today. 

 

One of two operational Cleveland V-12 c.1944 diesel engines on Comanche c.2007 
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Director and Treasurer 

Scott Larsen is the CEO of Larsen LLC, doing business as Great Promotions! in Tacoma, Washington. 

Born in Indianapolis, son and nephew of three WW II navy veterans, Scott's family migrated to the Pacific 

Northwest over 35 years ago. Scott quickly developed a love of being on the water.  Scott graduated from 

Fairhaven College of Western Washington University with multidisciplinary studies in communications 

and soon followed his father into a promotional marketing career. A lifelong interest in all things historical 

is another major part of Scott's life. He is presently on the boards of the Tacoma Historical Society and 

the Tacoma Executives Association, a business networking organization in operation since 1917.  For 

over 25 years, Scott and his wife Debbye have lived in Tacoma, Washington and have three children.  

Scott has taken an active ‘hands-on’ interest with Comanche since he and Joe Peterson discovered it 

sitting at a scrap yard near Tacoma.  

See http://www.greatpromotionsonline.com/   

 

 

 

   USCGC Comanche bridge c.1970            Comanche’s logo patch Tug Comanche bridge c.2006 

 Photo courtesy Dick Levesque     Photo courtesy Joe Peterson 
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ADVISORS and HONORARY MEMBERS 

COMANCHE 202 FOUNDATION 

 

Rear Admiral (Retired) Alan M. Steinman 

Admiral Alan M. Steinman, of DuPont, Washington, is a retired Rear Admiral with the United States 

Public Health Service and the U.S. Coast Guard, and the former Director of Health and Safety for the 

Coast Guard. For his contributions to health care in this capacity, Admiral Steinman received the United 

States Armed Forces Distinguished Service Medal. He is an expert on the management of wilderness 

and environmental emergencies, and has published and presented extensively on the topic. Over the 

course of his 25 year Coast Guard career, Admiral Steinman developed and conducted numerous testing 

procedures for survival under hostile circumstances.  He also established a Wellness Program for Coast 

Guard beneficiaries and employees. Admiral Steinman received a Bachelor of Science from the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, a Masters of Public Health from the University of Washington, and 

a Doctor of Medicine degree from Stanford University. He currently works as a consultant in occupational 

and environmental medicine.  He will participate with the Comanche 202 Foundation for educational and 

training purposes on the issues of sea-survival and personal protection equipment. Honors and Awards: 

Letter of Appreciation from President Clinton for distinguished service on the Presidential Oversight 

Board.  U.S. Coast Guard Distinguished Service Medal. US Public Health Service Surgeon General’s 

Medallion. U.S. Armed Forces Legion of Merit.  Three U.S. Public Health Service Unit Commendations.  

U.S. Coast Guard Achievement Medal.  U.S. Coast Guard Meritorious Service Medal.  Arnold D. Tuttle 

Award.  Arthur S. Flemming Award.  Two U.S. Coast Guard Commendation Medals.  First prize in the 

annual A. E. Bennet competition for Research in Biological Psychiatry. 
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Dick Levesque with a catch on board Comanche late 1970s near Panama 

Dick Levesque, RMC, USCG (retired)  Coast Guard & Marine Art.  Enlisted Feb 14th 1957 and served at 

the following:  Point Reyes Lifeboat Station CA; Radioman School Groton CT; Radio Station SF (San 

Bruno) CA; O'CCGD12 Communication Center SF; CGC Dexter Alameda ; CGC Bering Strait Honolulu; 

O'CCGD14 Communication Center Honolulu; O'CCGD3 Communication Center New York ; CGC 

Halfmoon (TAD for OS Delta); Radio Station Guam M.I.; CGC Comanche Fields Landing CA; O'CCGD12 

Communication Center SF; Communication Station SF (Pt Reyes CA); CGC Mellon Honolulu; O'CCGD14 

Communication Center Honolulu; Retired August 1, 1977 RMC.  As a civilian Dick worked as 

Telecommunication Analyst Fireman’s Fund Insurance Co. SF, transferred to parent company, American 

Express Life Assurance Co Novato CA as data communications analyst  Retired 1990.  Was also Country 

DJ at WMUF Paris TN, and has work with Henry County 911 office setting up new data base for new 911 

system and was 911 Communications Supervisor, Paris Police Dept Paris TN.  He retired fully 2002 and 

enjoying life to the fullest! Memberships/Affiliations: Artist/Member Coast Guard Art Program.  Member 

Paris-Henry County Arts Council .  Member Nautical Research Guild.  Vice President & Signature 

member International Society of Marine Painters.  Member Coast Guard Chief Petty Officers Association.  

(See  http://www.levesque-art.com/ ) 

 

Incident at Redding Rock by R. Levesque - acrylic (private collection) 

USCGC Comanche and USSR Russian trawler Katangali c.1971 
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DOUG O’DELL Coast Guard Tug Association 

Doug was a four year coastie serving from 1967 to 1971. Duty stations included Coast Guard Station 

Cleveland Harbor, USCGC Kaw and MIO Cleveland. After separating from the Coast Guard he soon met 

his wife Sandy and started raising two wonderful children, Jeremy and Jessica. Doug combined his 

lifelong woodworking skills and love of music to form a small custom musical instrument manufacturing 

company, Oldtown Music, which, he says, “…keeps me young to this day.”  

Doug founded the Coast Guard Tug Association in 2003 with the encouragement of two former shipmates 

from the Kaw. The need to preserve a bit of history that he was involved in was his driving force and with 

like minded ex-coasties, the CGTA has grown into what it is today. With a membership now totaling over 

360 members, the CGTA has been instrumental in saving a number of ex-Coast Guard cutters. With 

membership drawing from veterans and active duty men and women, the CGTA should be a strong 

advocate for Coast Guard history far, far into the future.   

See Coast Guard Tug Association http://www.cg-tugs.org 

 

 

Cutter Comanche and Cutter Modoc together at San Diego, CA 1978. Photo by R. Corrigan 
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Ron Paddock 

Ron Paddock, Vancouver, WA. U. S. Coast Guard Medal Recipient. Date of Action:  04 July 1966  Date 

of Award:  20 February 1967.   For heroism on the morning of July 4, 1966 while serving on board the 

CG-52312 when he entered the cabin of a capsized motorboat at the entrance to Yaquina Bay, Newport, 

Oregon, to rescue a woman. Two men from the overturned craft were quickly rescued by a Coast Guard 

boat, on inner harbor safety patrol, when it was ascertained that a third person was trapped inside the 

cabin. The CG-52312, on safety patrol outside the bar, arrived almost immediately. Seaman PADDOCK 

entered the water and attached a line to the overturned boat enabling the bow to be lifted out of the water. 

He then removed his life jacket and made his way through a small hatch to reach the woman whose life 

jacket was caught on a cabin fitting. While attempting to calm the hysterical woman, he freed the life 

jacket, removed her from the capsized boat, and pulled her to safety. Seaman PADDOCK demonstrated 

initiative, fortitude, and daring in spite of imminent personal danger. His unselfish actions, courage, and 

unwavering devotion to duty reflect the highest credit upon himself and the United States Coast Guard.   

 In 2004, Yaquina Bay Coast Guard Station honored Ron with a special place on their Hall of 

Heroes along side the Coast Guards most famous enlisted man BMCM Tom McAdams (ret.). Ron also 

served on the Coast Guard ice breaker Northwind.  Ron is getting ready to retire from employment with 

the State of Washington. 

 

U. S. Coast Guard Medal 

To justify this decoration, the individual must have performed a voluntary act of heroism in the face of great personal 
danger of such a magnitude that it stands out distinctly above normal expectations. 
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Dave Howard on board Comanche 2006. 

Dave Howard, former owner/operator of commercial tug Comanche 

Dave purchased the retired cutter Comanche in California and brought her to Tacoma, Washington in 

1991.  For nearly a decade Dave operated Comanche as a commercial tug towing all kinds of floating 

objects in the Pacific and Puget Sound.  He maintained Comanche much in the configuration as he found 

it, as the Coast Guard had left it.  Over the years he added to its decks equipment and parts from the 

Modoc and former USN ATA 185 Koka.  In 2006 Dave made contact with the U. S. Coast Guard Tugs 

Association and the National Association of Fleet Tug Sailors and a process was begun to Comanche  

preserved.  A group of interested former coasties and civilians began the process of forming the 

COMANCHE 202 FOUNDATION, a non-profit 501 (c) (3) to which Dave has now donated the Comanche.  

Dave will remain involved as an advisor and volunteer with the Foundation.  Dave makes his home in 

Toledo, Washington and is in a steel fabrication business with other family members in Olympia. 

 
Cutter Modoc Coos Bay, OR c. 1970s and M/V Modoc Pearl  on the Puget Sound in 2006. 

Pete Bennison, owner/operator M/V Modoc Pearl 

In the late 1980s, Puget Sound yacht builder and property developer Pete Bennison, was looking for the 

ideal vessel on which to make a home for himself.  He found the former USN ATA 194 (Bagaduce) the 

recently retired USCG WMEC 194 Modoc, sister cutter to Comanche in Tacoma.  After incalculable 

expenditure of  hours and dollars the result was the luxury yacht Modoc Pearl, one of the largest private 

yachts in the Puget Sound.  Pete has been most generous in hosting the Modoc reunions on board the 

Modoc Pearl in Gig Harbor, WA.   The two vessels, Modoc and Comanche, were the only two ATAs in the 

Coast Guard.  They make a great “before and after”!  In the Fall of 2009, the 50th Anniversary of the Coast 

Guards selection of the two, they will be brought  together for the ‘mother of all reunions’ in Olympia, WA.  

(See http://www.cg-tugs.org/modoc_reunion.htm ) 

Pete makes his home aboard Modoc Pearl  in Gig Harbor, WA and will be an advisor to the Foundation. 
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A NON-PROFIT FOUNDATION 

On 11 September, 2007, the COMANCHE 202 FOUNDATION was approved by the IRS for status as a 

non-profit 501 (c) 3 under the Internal Revenue Code reflective to May 19, 2007.  Henceforth, since May 

19, all contributions are tax deductible. 

On 5 October, 2007, the Comanche 202 Foundation accepted the Deed of Gift from Mr. David Howard.  

On 10 October, 2007, the 63rd anniversary of ATA 202 launching, the U. S. Coast Guard documentation 

and title papers were submitted for transfer to the Comanche 202 Foundation as registered in Olympia, 

Washington, and Comanche  began  its forth cycle of life in service. 

 

See  http://www.maritimeheritage.net/attractions/attraction_select.asp?id=174 

If you would like to volunteer your services let us know.  No experience is necessary.  

Contributions of financial type or material goods and memorabilia can be made to the address on 

the cover of this paper.  For further information call Joe Peterson, (253) 536-9080 in Tacoma. 
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Tug Comanche at anchor, Tacoma, Washington c.2006 


