
Station 1Station 1
Project Background

The County of Hawaii is proposing to construct an extension 
of Lako Street from its current terminus to Ali`i Drive. The 
Final EA was completed in 2004, and a Finding of No 
Significant Impact was issued.
A lawsuit was filed against the project following the 
completion of the Final EA.  The claim stated that an EA was 
not adequate, and that an Environmental Impact Statement 
should be prepared due to the archaeological features in the 
project vicinity.
In 2007, a judgment in favor of the County ruled that the FEA 
was adequate for the Lako Extension. The final judgment 
was appealed.  The County is requesting that the appeal be 
dismissed.  The decision on the appeal/dismissal are 
pending. 
The County of Hawaii is moving forward with the design 
phase of the Lako Street Extension so that improvements 
can be constructed in a timely manner (once the lawsuit is 
settled) to address circulation needs in the North Kona area, 
and to augment the planned La`aloa Avenue extension 
capacity.  
The County acknowledges that there will be impacts to 
adjacent properties along the corridor, and thus have 
committed to working with the community to develop a 
Context Sensitive Solution (CSS) for the design elements of 
the corridor.





Lako Street Extension
Decision Making Flowchart

This chart illustrates the general flow of decisions that will be made during
the Context Sensitive Solution (CSS) process. The County of Hawai`i, will utilize the input obtained 

through the CSS process, in its entirety, to develop the final project decisions. 
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Lako Street Extension
Project Schedule

This chart depicts the proposed project timeline

Final EA Completed

Litigation

Advisory Group (AG) Formation

AG Meeting 1
Formalize/Charter AG, Problem Identification

AG Meeting 2
Performance Measure Weighting, Alternatives 
Development

AG Meeting 3
Presentation of Alternatives

Public Meeting

AG Meeting 4
Public Meeting Review, Preferred Alternatives

Public Meetings
Archaeology & Kuakini Intersection/Emerging 
Alternatives

AG Meeting 5
Recommendations, Next Steps

Begin Design Phase

Begin Construction



The Lako Street extension will provide an additional

mauka-makai connector route between Ali`i Drive and 

Kuakini Highway providing improved access, 

enhanced mobility and an additional emergency 

vehicle route. The existing portion of Lako Street 

traverses through a residential neighborhood while 

the extension traverses important cultural sites.  As 

such, the roadway should serve its proposed 

multimodal transportation functions while avoiding 

destruction of cultural sites, addressing pedestrian 

and vehicular safety, and enhancing/improving 

quality of life for nearby residents.

Lako Street Extension
Project Definition

The project definition was created by the Advisory Group to convey the identified
value associated with the Lako Street Extension 



Station 2Station 2
Lako St. Extension

This station provides a summary of the prioritized 
issues related to the Lako Street Extension section of 
the corridor, and emerging alternatives that address 
the identified issues.
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60’

7’2’7’ 2’

Lako Extension - Cross-Section Alternative 2
Curbed Section with Median



Lako Extension - Cross-Section 
Combination

60’

7’2’7’ 2’



Extension Cross-Section
comments related to the emerging alternatives

Curbed Section with Median
• Seems sensible to match the roadway section with existing Lako
• As a driver, I might like consistency
• We don’t need a lot of green that requires care and money
• The County is not going to mow grass
• Make section as narrow as possible between burial and Kona 
Palms
• Include a noise and visual filter for the archaeological sites that 
will not be directly impacted by the extension
• Let’s use native plants and trees (things that already do well) to 
buffer what is important

Extension Cross-Section
comments related to the emerging alternatives

Open Section with Median
• I’m concerned about bicycles hitting pedestrians
• Have a shared use path on one side only and just pedestrians 
on the other side
• We don’t need a lot of green that requires care and money
• The County is not going to mow grass
• Make section as narrow as possible between burial and Kona 
Palms
• Include a noise and visual filter for the archaeological sites that 
will not be directly impacted by the extension
• Let’s use native plants and trees (things that already do well) to 
buffer what is important

1 copy 
(w/slide 3)

2 copies 
(w/slides 2 & 3)



Station 3Station 3
Cultural/Archaeological 

Features
This station provides a summary map of the 
archaeological features surrounding the proposed 
Lako Street Extension.





Site 6302 (Great Wall of Kuakini)

MaukaMauka Termini of the Lako Street ExtensionTermini of the Lako Street Extension



Kona Palms (south side of Lako Street extension)

MakaiMakai Termini of the Lako Street ExtensionTermini of the Lako Street Extension

Site 21391 (Livestock Control Wall – parallel to Ali`i Drive)



Hau Tree

Example Native Plants in the Lako Street VicinityExample Native Plants in the Lako Street Vicinity

Naupaka Kahakai
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