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***2010-Lecture Series*** 

Finishing out the year . ....... .  
Thursday, May 20, Alan Scott, Chief Interpretation and Visitor Services, Everglades National Park. A History of the Last Missiles 

Installed at the Nike Hercules Missile Site and Current Tours Available.  

Cuban Crisis:    Missiles at ENP 
 

Alan Scott of Everglades National Park will talk about the US Army missiles installed at the Park after the Cuban Missile Crisis of 

1962 and what the Nike Missile site looks like today.  His talk is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Thursday May 20, at the Historic Town 

Hall Museum at 41 N. Krome Avenue in downtown Homestead, just across from Losner Park. 

 

Thanks to former US Army sergeant Charles D. Carter, much of the history of the deployment of the Army Missile units to South 

Florida has been preserved.  He also led the effort to make the preservation and sharing of the Nike Missile site a part of ENP’s 

planning for the future.  The Park has been a good custodian of the missile site and it is in excellent condition despite the passage 

of time and its earlier use primarily for storage. 

 

ENP has regularly scheduled tours of the missile site, but they are often booked up in advance. 

 

The evening history lecture series is presented free to the public by the Florida Pioneer Museum, Homestead Main Street and the 

Homestead Town Hall Museum.  Refreshments are served after the lecture.  This is the last lecture in the 2010 series. 

 

For more details, call Ruth Campbell at 305-242-4463 between 1:00 and 5:00 pm, Tuesdays thru Saturdays or Bob Jensen at 305-

248-0976. 

House Built in a Day-1926  not August 24, 1992 

 

The year was 1926, not 1992, and a house was built in a day.  The house was ready to be occupied with electrical wiring, 

plumbing and even sidewalks and landscaping installed.  The location was the new, planned Aladdin City on Hainlin Mill Road.  

Aladdin City was advertised as the “Town Where Homes Will Rise Almost Over Night.”  Another of the dreams of the boom of 

1925 and 1926, Aladdin City was planned to have a population of 10,000.  Reportedly 700 lots had already been sold by the time 

the “dawn-to-dusk” house had been completed on January 14, 1926.  What was all the more remarkable was that all the materials 

were flown in from Fort Lauderdale in six chartered aircraft that day.  The aircraft also took aerial photos of the construction, but 

none of the photos is known to exist today.  The “Homestead Leader” reported that hundreds of spectators gathered to watch the 

aircraft shuttle in the materials and the crew of 21 carpenters, plasters, electricians, plumbers and cement workers put up the 

house. 

 

Aladdin City was to be composed of homes constructed by the famous Aladdin Company of Bay City, Michigan, manufacturers of 

the world famous Aladdin homes, so named because of the quickness with which the homes were constructed. 

 

The boom of 1925-1926 started to fizzle in South Dade in the summer of 1926 and it came to a crashing halt with the hurricane of 

September 1926.  A couple of the Aladdin homes survived the passage of time, but without the community and commercial 

buildings, which were on the drawing board.  25 acres of timber in which only 2 families live; the land was unplatted, part of it 

uncultivated. 

Anderson’s Corner 
Anderson’s Corner was constructed by Will Anderson in 1911.  He came to Miami in 1900 and having heard about the great 

hunting in the Silver Palm area, he filed a homestead on the northeast corner of Coconut Palm Drive and Farm Life Road. 

 

Will worked as a surveyor for the Florida East Coast Railway in 1902, when William Krome surveyed for a possible Florida East 

Coast Railway route to Key West from Miami via Cape Sable.  Later he went to work for Gaston Drake at the Princeton Drake 

Lumber Co., running the commissary car at the skidder camp.  The skidder camp was in the area in which timber was being cut 

away from the mill itself. 

 

In 1911 he married Adeka Harper, a widow with three children, and they decided to go into business for themselves.  That same 

year they purchased five acres on the southwest corner of Silver Palm and Newton Road for $500 as a site for their store and 

home.  They hired a former shipwright named Rawls to build their store.  It was begun in 1911 and completed in 1912 using Dade 

County Pine from the Drake Lumber Co.  The Anderson family lived on the second story, which some said looked more like a 

ship’s hull than a house. 

 

The store sold grocery items on the east side and sundries, men’s work clothes, yard goods and household items on the west side, 

horse and cattle feed, fertilizer and gardening needs were contained in a lean-to on the west side 

The store was operated until the early 1930’s.  Together the Andersons had an additional five children before they separated.  In 

1936 the building was made into apartments.  In 1985 it was restored and opened as a restaurant-Anderson’s Corner.  It was badly 

damaged in Hurricane Andrew in August of 1992 and was never reopened. 

 

The late Carl Schumacher, former Museum VP, wrote of what Anderson’s Corner was like when he worked there as a young man.  

The story is in one or more of his books available at the Museum. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR 2010 MEMBERS (based on memberships by April 28, 2010): 

Individual Memberships; Martha Ardren, Frances Boysen, Elizabeth Bryan, Diane C. Craig, Gary Dufek, 

Jane D. Ferger-White,John Fredrick, Bob Kissam, Dixie Lee Lofton, Jo-Ann McMillian, Carletta Marcus, 

Florence Morris, Elizabeth Neale, Frank Santimore, and Barbara Youngbluth.  Couples Membership:  Janie 

& David Clark, Meda & Bob Jensen, Darlene & Bob Kramer, Terry & Bob Naumann, Mr. & Mrs. Jack 

Polk. Family Membership:  Juanita & Thomas Smith.  Settler Contributor; GFWC Woman’s Club, Sharon & 

George Grunwell, Historical Preservation Society of Upper Keys Inc., Clara Lynne & Don Vande Hei. 

Lawrence Wiggins.  Pioneer Donor;  M.C. Bardsley, Mary Ann Munz, Suzanne Rutzke, and Charlotte 

Schmunk, and Marie & WebsterWilliams.. What a great beginning!  Thanks! 

If you have not renewed your membership, please do so and be as generous as your situation permits. 

We depend  on our membership dues to pay our expenses-the main one is rental of secure and air 

conditioned storage space for the historical items not on display at the moment.  This expense is nearly  

4,000.00 per year. 

A membership form is printed on this letter.  And keep the Museum in mind for volunteering in the fall. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

TERRY NAUMANN HAS BEEN CHOSEN AS OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER FOR THE 

PIONEER MUSEUM AND WILL BE RECOGNIZED FOR ALL HER EFFORTS AT THE 

WOMAN’S CLUB FASHION SHOW AND LUNCHEON ON MAY 8
TH

 AT 11:30 AM. 
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FLORIDA PIONEER MUSEUM 
An all-volunteer, non-profit organization 

 

We need the support of people like you.  Your membership helps the Florida Pioneer Museum 
Preserve and share our South Dade heritage. 

 
Name:______________________________________Phone No._________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would consider volunteering:   Yes________    No___________ 
 
Individual   ($15.00)_____  Couple  ($25.00) ____   Family   ($35.00)  _____ 
 
Settler Contributor  ($50.00) ____   Pioneer Donor  ($100.00)  _____ 
 
Send your membership contribution to:          Florida Pioneer Museum 
                                                                        P.O. Box 343312 
                                                                        Florida City, Florida, 33034 
 
 
 
 

 
 


